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ADVERTISEMENT 


PREFIXED TO THE FRENCH EDITION» 








F zw works of imagination have been 
more favourably received by the Public, 
or more generally read, than the former 


' Vołumes of the Thoufand and One 


Nights, tranflated from the Arabic by 
M. Galland. But this Writer acknow- 


 ledges in his Preface, that his Work is 
 dincomplete, and that he has tranflated 
only a fourth part * of the Original, the 


It- 


* M. Galland, however, with an inconfftency 
very common to ,tranflators in general, fays, in 
the laft page of his tranflation, 24 tbou/and and one 


nigbts bad elapfed, Śzc. This cafual affertion is 


dv 


Y 


made only to give a formal concłufion to the 
work, and by no means impiies, that he has given 
the Thoufand and One Nights complete: For, 
from the two hundred and thirty-fixth night, 
which confitutes two thirds of the tranflation, 
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remaining part of the Arabian Manu- 
fcript, which would have completed the 
Work, not being then in the Library of 
the King of France, from which the 
former part was taken. It has lately 
been brought thither by Dos -DeENis 
CHAvis, a Native of Arabia, and prieft 
of the Congregation of St. Bazile, who 
was „called to Paris by Government, un- 
der the protećtion of M. Breteuil, an en- 
lightened Minifter, and zealous Patron 
of the Arts and Sciences. 'This learned 
Arabian undertook to enrich that fpecies 


of 


(and according to fome editions, the hundred and 
ninety feventh) he departs from his original plan 
of dividing the tales. Notking is more certain, 
or eafier to be proved, than that a compłete copy 
of the original Arabic did not exift in France at 
the time when M. Galland lived.  Befides, it is 
as eafy to prove, that the reft of this valuable 
manufcript has been difcovered, and depofted in 
the King”s Library, as to prove the exiftence of 
the learned Arabian, to whom we are indebted 
for it, and of the man of letters, whom he has 


aflociated with him, in order to enrich our lite- - 


rature with his tran(lation, 


ADVERTISEMENT. vii 


of our Literature, which has amufement 
for its objećt, with the prefent charming 
Continuation ; and, to render the tranf- 
lation more correct, -he affociated with 
him in the work, M. CAZOoTTE, the ce- 
lebrated author of the poem of O/Zvier, 
the Diable Amoureux, the Lord Im- 
Qromótu, and many other produćtions 
"which have met with a very favourable 
reception from the Public. 


It may well be prefumed, that the 
beauties of the original Arabic, which 
have been faithfully tranfmitted to us by 
an enlightened man, deeply interefted in 
the glory of his native country, have loft 
nothing by pafling through the hands of 
M. CAZzoTTE, who has difplayed fo much 
fpirit, elegance, and wit in his own 
works. 


It is, therefore, with entire confidence, 
that we prefent te the Public, this Con- 
tinuation of the Thoufand and One 

Nights, 
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Nights, which is not inferior, in point 
of imagination, intereft, and variety, to 
the former Volumes, tranflated by M. 
GALLAND. Befides the merit of fur- 
nifhing us with an entertaining fpecies 
of reading, it leads us into the extenfive 
regions of the Eaft, with which, in ge- 
neral, we are little acquainted, and opens 
a rich fource of inftrućtion concerning 
the religion, philofophy, and character 
of the inhabitants of a great part of 
Afia. 
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„Lne ftory of the Sultan of Perfia, and of the 
two jealous fifters, feemed to have given great 
pleafure to the Sultan Schahriar, whofe curi- 
ofity it was intended to keep continually alive, 
by exciting in him a defire to hear new fłoa 
tres. : 

Sifter, faid Dinarzade to Scheherazade, this 
marriage of Khofronfchah made in the courfe 
of a night, whofe confequences have given rife 
% fo interefting events, brings to my rememx- 
brance thofe which the GCaliph Haroun Alrafx 
chid contraćted with the Princefs of Perfia, 
and the beautiful Zutulbe, at his return from 
thofe walks which he fo often delighted to take 
through Bagdad in difguife. I have, with 
much pleafure, heard you relate them ; and if 
jou can now recollećt the- circumftances of 
them, I doubt not but their recital will. 
be very entertaining. Bifter, replied the beau- 
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tiful Sultanefs, the partiality which I have al- 
ways had for the aćtions of the Caliph Ha- 
roun, has prevented me from forgetting any 
of thofe of which the knowledge has been tranf- 
mitted to us ; and I have fuch a ftock ofthem 
as will notfoon be exhaufted : But, fince you de 
fire it, If my mafter the Sultan will do me the 
favour to lend his attention, I will begin with 
relating the adventures which you have juft 
now mentioned. The Sultan fmiled in token 
„oi approbation, and Scheherazade began as 
tollows. | 


OE Ye 
The Galipb a Robber ; or, tbe ddduventures of 


Haroun „Alrafchid witb tbe Princefs of Per 
fia, and tbe beautiful Zutudbe. 


"Is feaft of the Harapbat * had aflembled at 
Bagdad, round Haroun Alrafchid, the'Vifiers, 
the Grandees, the Nobility, and even fome o£ 
the Princes, who were fubjećt to the domie- 
nion of this powerful and renowned Caliph, 
to concur with him in celebrating this auguft 
feltival. In obferving the religious ceremo- 
nies, every thing was lavifhed to increafe their 

magnificęnce 


* (The feaft of the Harapaż is a feftival among the Muf- 
fuunęen, at which they facrifice animals, 
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magnmificence, decorations, and pomp. The 


 fonorous volces of mufical infiruments made 


the vault of the grand molque to relound : 
perfumes embalmed the air: the blood of hei- 
fers fłowed upon the altar, which was ferved 
and furrounded by the different orders conie= 
crated to its fervice. In fhort, notning was 
wanting which could witnefs to heaven and 
earth the piety of the Prince of the Faithfu!, 
the Gommander of Believers, and the greateft 
Sovereign of the Earth. But the ceremony 
was long; and Haroun, fatigued, moreover, 
with the multitude of addrefles which he had 
received, and the neceflity he was under oś: 
fhewing himfelf attentlve to them, was at 
length overcome with wearinefs and difgult. 
He addrefled himfelf to his Grand Vifier, the 
chief of the Barmecides. 

*« Giafar,”” faid he to him, * the feaft of oute 
great Prophet ought to infpire us with joy; 
but in fpite of all my exertions, I find melan- 
choly gaining upon me. Even amid the pomp 
and fplendour of this numerous afiembly, I 
feel myfelf tormented by an involuntary un- 
eafinefs. I have need of objećts fitted to difli- 
pate my cares; but on a day like this, I can 
give myfelf up to thofe only from which the 
people will derive advantage. We will both 
difguife ourfelves ; we will go down to 

A a Bagdad ; 
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Bagdad ; we will diftribute alms to the poor;. 
znd endeavour to give comfort to the unhappy .. 
Refides, I wifh to 'fee with my own eyes if 
the people are happy under my government ;. 
if my minifters of juftice, and thofe who are 
entrufted with the police of the city, difcharge 
their duty with fidelity.”” 

Giafar fRewed himfelf complying and fub= 
mifive to the inclinations of the Galiph. Both: 
of them went into a private apartment, and. 
there difguifed themfelves : Each of them took 
a thoufand pieces of gold ethey left the pa- 
lace, and traverfed the ftreets and public places 
of the city, fcattering alms, on the right hand. 
and on the left, to every needy perfon whom. 
they met in their way. ln paffing through 5 
one quarter of the city, they found a woman 
fitting on the pavement in the middle of the- 
ftreet. She held'out her hand to the Caliph, 
begging charity of him for the love of God. 
The fovereign was ftruck with the beauty of 
the arm which was fłretched towards him: 
Tts form was perfećt, and it was whiter than 
alabafter. He gave Giafar a piece of gold to: 
deliver to the woman: the vifier executed. 
the defign of his mafter. 

The woman, upon receiving the site, fhut 
her hand, and thought fhe percelved from its 
bulk and weight, that what fhe held was 

nat. 
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not an ordinary coin, fuch as is commonly 
diftributed in alms. She opened her fingers 
and faw a piece of gold. lmnmediately fhe 
called aloud upon Giafar. 
<< Ho! excellent young man,” faid fhe to 
him as foon as he was within reach of hearing 
her, * the piece you gave me is gold: did 
you mean to give it in alms, or had you any 
other intention ?? * It is not to me,” an- 
fwerd Giafar, ** that you are indebted for this 
generofity, but te the young man who ac- 
companies me,” * Be fo kind, I hbefeech 
you,” replied the woman, ** as perfuade 
him to expłain the motive of the gift which 
he has made me.”  Giafar related to the 
Caliph this new entreaty of the woman, and 
was ordered to tell her to be perfectly eafy 
about the intention which he had in doing her 
good, for charity and the love of (rod were 
the foundation of it.. ** In that cafe,” replied 
the woman, * you will tell my benefaćtor, 
that I thank him, and am going to ofier up 
fupplications for the continuanee of his life. 
The Caliph, informed by Giafar of the 
manner in which the woman had received the 
gift, and of the wifhes fhe had formed for the 
hand by which fhe faw it beftowed, immedi- 
ately fent him back to her. ** A[R of her,” 
faid Haroun, ** whether fhe is a maid or a 
A 3 - married 
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married woman? If her hand is ftill free, tell 
her that I make her a propofal of marriage.” 

Giafar acquitted himfelf of this new meflage. 
The woman anfwered that fhe was a maid, 
and that fhe was ready to marry the young 
man who had fuch a regard for her, provided 
he was rich enough to. give her a fuitable 
dowry. * Who can this woman be?” faid 
Giafar, as he reported the anfwer ; ** does fhe 
doubt that the Commander of the Faithful 
cannot furnilh a dowry ?” | 

« My difguife is an excufe,” faid the Ca- 
 liph ; * learn from her to what fum fhe will 
have her dowry amount.” The grand vizier 
obcyed the orders which he received, and tlis 
was the anfwer of the woman: * My dowry 
muft be equal to the tribute of the city Ifpahan 
and that of Karaflin for a whole year.” 

This anfwer made Giafar fhake his head. 
"The Caliph had gone before to: the palace. 
"The grand vizier gave him an acconnt of the 
conference wbich he had juft now had with 
the woman and he appeared fatisfied with 
it. ** Go back to her,” faid he; * fhe will 
be aftonifhed to find that I accept her propa- 
fal,” 

The grand vizter immediately returned to 
the unknown lady, and difcharged the com. 
miflon which he hadto her. ** Who can this 
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be,”” replied (he, **who is Ina condition to 
give a dowry of fuch importance? What is his 


- rank, and his power? ** The ftranger of 


whom I fpeak,” anfwers Giafar, ** is Haroun 
Alrafchid : in one word, he is thę-Gommander 
of the Faithful.” | 

At the name of the Galiph, and upon fuch a 
propofal coming from him, the woman rofe up, . 
covęring herfelf with her robe, that (he might 
appear with more decency and modefły in the 
fight of the grand vizier. She gave thanks to 
God, and faid, * If the man who propofes 
himfelf as a fpoufe to me, is the Caliph, I will 
be contented to be his, and you may aflure him 
of my confent.” Giafar gave an account to Ha- 
roun of the laft converfation which he had held 
with her, and defcribed in a few words her carri- 
age, tone, and attitude. The Caliph immediate- 
ly ordered one of the women of the palace, whe 
had the moft venerable external appearance, 
ąaccompanied with a great number of flaves, to 
go in fearch of the unknown lady, and condućt 
her to the baths of the palace. | 

Upon coming out of the bath, fhe was rich- 
ly drefled. Diamonds, jewels, and trinkets of 
every kind, were not fpared in fitting out her 
attire. She was condućted into one of the 
richeft apartinents of the palace, which was 
deftined for her: and as foon as fhe was placed 


1B 
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in it, the chief of tbe ennuchs came to give 
an account to Haroun of the execution of his 
orders.  lhe Commander of the Faithful - 
then ordered (Giafar to bring the cadi that he 
might draw up a contraćt of marriage. 

When the evening was come, Haroun en- 
tered into the apartment of his fpoufe ; up- 
on perceiving him, fhe proftrated herfelf as 
a mark of homage, and exprefled her gra- 
titude to him in the warmeft terms. The 
Caliph fat down, and feated her befide him. 
<«« Who is your father, madam?” faid he to her,. 
« and whence do you take your defcent, that 
you have afked of me fo confiderable a dow-- 
ry 79 | | 

«« Prince of the Faithful,” anf(wered fhe, 
with downcaft eyes, in proof of her modefty,,. 
«« you behold a defcendant of Kaflera Aboc- 
heroan from whom I take my origin. Re- 
verie of fortune, and the fatality of deftiny, 
have reduced me to the condition in which you 
found me.” ** Princefs,”” replied the Galiph, 
« you are the grand-daughter, then, of Kaflera, 
who is fo unhappily renowned for thofe acts 
of tyranny by which his reign was fullied, and 
who exercifed great cruelties on his people *” 
ś« [t is the fame tyranny,” anfwered the prin- 
cefs, ** which has brought his children to the 
fad condition of alsing aims in the ftreets.” 

« But 
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ć But I have been aflured,”* replied the Ca- 
liph, * that having returned from his errors. 
and extravagancies, he governed during the 
latter part of his reign with great moderation, 
and diftributed juftice with fo much exaćtnefs, . 
that even the beafts of the field and the birds of 
the air fhared of his beneficence.” ** Itis for 
that indeed, O GCaliph,” anfwered the prince(fs, 
« that God now intends to reward his defcen- 
dants, by taking from the midft of the ftreets 
one of his daughters, to raife her to the diftin- 
guifhed title of fpoufe to the Commander of 
the Faithful” 

The wife anfwer of his new fponfe moved 
Haroun Alrafchid even to compaflion. He 
locked her in his arms, and teftified by the 
moft affećtionate embraces, how much he va 
lued his conqueft, for which he was indebted 
tothe goodnefs of heaven. But the delight 
to which he yielded himfelf was foon inter= 
rupted by a troublefomeareflećtion. 

« Pardon me, princefs,”'-cried he, * if I 
am forced, by a vow, to tear myfelf from the 
pleafing fedućtion, of which I have juft now 
felt the attraction. [I am, at this moment, the 
moft unhappy of mortals. This morning, in. 
the tranfports of zeal, and having no idca of 
the treafure which my good fortune was this 
day to bring in my way; 1. have fworn, in ho- 

nour 
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"The cruel year was now elapfed : the day' 
on which it ended, was the return of the grand 
feftival of the Harapbat. The GCaliph, Gia- 
far the grand vifier, and Mefrour the chief 
of the eunuchs, went down together to Bag- 
dad: they pafled through the principal ftreets in 
lifguife, and every thing feemed in.good order. 
In returning to the palace, the Caliph pafied 
near the fhop of a paftry cook, where fo great 
an air of neatnefs prevailed, that his curiofity 
was excited to examine the paftry of it, which 
was fet out with profufion. Nothing could 
be more flattering to the fight or the fmell. 

As foon as Haroun had got back to his a- 
partment, he pointed out the fhop of the paf- 


try cook to one of his ofłicers, and command- 


ed him to go there, and order an hundred ca- 


taifs *. "The officer executed his commiffion; 


and, after feeing the cażaifs made in his 
prefence, fent them to the palace. The Ca- 
liph no fooner received the paftry, than he 


put a piece of gold into each catażf, covered 


them with piftachios, fprinkled the whole with |. 
fugar, and caufed the treat be carried to the 
Perfian princefs his fpoufe, letting her know 
before-hand, that, the year of the oath being 
expired, the commander of the faithful would 


„come to her that very evening. 


Kthe 
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The eunuch, who carried the meflage, had 
otders likewife to enquire of the princefs, if 
there was any thing wherein the Caliph could 
gratify her wifhes. * I want nothing,” re- 
plied the lovely defcendent of Kaffera ; ** as 
foon as I fhall have the happinefs to behold 
the Caliph in perfon, all my wilhes will be 
fulfilled.” 

"The Caliph was highly pleafed with the 
wifdom of this anfwer ; but wifhing very 
much to do fomething agreeable to his new 
fpoufe, he ordered Mefrour to infift that fhe 
would think of fomething by which he might 
do her a pleafure. ** Since the Caliph,” re- 
plied fhe to the eunuch, * intends by all 
means to oblige me, you will tell him, that 
I wifh to have a thoufand pieces of gold, and 
a woman in' whom he can truft, to accompany 
me through the ftreets of Bagdad, where I 
am defirous to go in difguife, that I may dif- 
tribute alms among the poor, to whofe num- 
ber I made an addition but a year ago.” 

The Caliph fmiled at the requeft, and or- 
dered the objećt thereof to be immediately 
accomplifned. he princefs and the woman 
who attended her, pafled through the ftreets 
of Bagdad, diftributing alms on all fides, 
Śntil they had fpent the thonfand pieces of 


gold. 
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"The day was exceedingly hot : the princefs, 
in returning to the palace, felt an exceflive 
thirft, and fignified to her companion her de- 
fire to drink : the latter perceived a man who 
fold water, and propofed to. call him. ** No,” 
faid the lady, * I will not drink out of the 
fame veflel from which all the public refrefh 
themfelves: I feel a diflike to it.” 

They then drew near to a great inn: the 
attendant, as foon as fhe had fet her foot upon 
the threfhold, which was made of fandal wood, 
perceived, through an open window, a golden 
luftre fufpended from the middle of the vefti- 
bule by a twilłed rope of the fame metal. A 
curtain richly embroidered, and ferving to 
keep out the wind, was ftretched out on both 
fides, and two fophas made of the fineft mar- 
ble, the one on the right, the other on the left 
of the door, conftituted the furniture of this : 
place. 

After taking this fhort furvey, the at- 
tendant knocked at the gate; it opened; a 
young man, handfome and well drefled, ap- 
peared and afked wherein he could ferve her. 
**« You fee my daughter, Sir,” anfwered (he ; 
<< fhe has a violent thirft, and fhe does not 
like to quench it from the vefiel belonging to 


ihe man who fe!ls water; give her a glafs 
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it, and you will lay us under the ftrongeft ob- 
ligations to you.” 

*« Your defire fhall be granted inftantly,” 
replied the young man. He went away, and 
returned in a moment after, with a golden cup. 
full of water, which he ptefented to the wo- 
man ; fhe delivered it to the princefs, who, 
taking it into her hands, turned her face to 
the wall, that fhe might drink unperceived. 
The veflel was then returned into the hands 
of the young man ; the woman exprefled her 
own, and her pretended daughter”s gratitude : 
both departed, and foon got back to.the pa- 
lace. 

When the Commander of the Faithful had 
arranged, as we have already told, the plate 
of catat/s, he farther gave it in command, that 
they fhould tell the princefs his fpoufe that he 
fent her a pledge and token of peace. The 
chief eunuch, who carried the difh, not know- 
ing how the Caliph had feafoned it in private, 
ner the great importance of which it wasz 
confidering it, in fhort, as nothing but a com- 
mon piece of gallantry, did not repeat exactly 
the words which he had heard. He believed, 
that, in prelenting the plate of catatfs, the 
moft important part of his compliment was 
to announce the vifit of the Caliph ; and 
the princefs, equally attentive to the fame 

objećt, 
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objećt, canfed the paftry be fet down up 
on a little table in her apartment, and gave 
herfelf no farther trouble about it. 

Returning to her chamber, after diftribut- 
ing tlic ulms; fhe percelved the plate of paft- 
ry, and thought it would bea proper return 
for the glafs of water which fhe had received. 
She addreiled her difcourfe to the woman who 
accompanied her: * Carry immediately,” 


fad (he to her, * (but as coming from your- 


felf,) this di(h of catatfs, to the young man 
to whom I have jufłt now been indebted for 
the water, and for the civil manner in which: 
it was given.” | 
The woman executed the meflage: fhe 
found the young man fitting on one of the fo- 
phas in his veitibule. ** My daughter and 1,” 
faid fhe to him, ** are very grateful for your. 
goodnefs and politenefs : accept from us in 
return this paftry, as a proof of the fenfe we 
entertain of your generofity.”” ** Since you 
wilb, Madam, to acknowledge fo trifling a 
fervice,”” anfwered the young man, * I fhould 
be afraid of difobliging you by refufing your 
treat; you may therefore fet it down on that 
fopha.” Some civilities, on both fides, con- 
cłuded this interview ; and the woman return- 
ed to the palace. 
B2 At 
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At that very moment, the keeper of that 
quarter of the city, came to the inn of the 
young man, to: pay him the ufual comple- 
ment, upon occalion of the feftival of the 
Harapbat. Having finifhed it, he afked hrs 
gift. * Take that difh of catazfs,” faid the 
young man. The keeper accepted it with 
gratitude, kiffed the hand of his benefaćtor, 
and returned well fatisfied to his houfe. 

The wife of the kceper, fzeing him return 
with fo fhewy and large a difh, exclaimed, 
« From whom got you this dilh, hufband ? 
Jave you been fo unłucky as to fteal it?” 
** No, my dear,” replied the keeper, ** the 
llazeb *, that great officer of the Caliph, has 
juft now treated me with it. May God pre- 
ferve his life ! let us fatisfy our hunger with 
the catazfs : they are an excellent thing.” 

« Głlutton!” replied the wife, ** would 
you venture to tafte vićtuals of fo great a 
price? Go and fell them along with the plate; 
'fuch dainties were not made for poor people 
like us: We will purchafe, with the money 
which you will get for them, proviCons more 
ufeful to: our family,” 

«« Wife ! wife !”* cried the keeper, ** God 
has fent us cataz/s; and I mean to eat them. 

GOLA 


1 
* The Hazeb is thę frft oficer of the houfhold to the 
Caliph, 
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« You fhall not tafte a fingle one of them,” 
replied the wife, in an angry tone: ** Your 
fon has neither a bonnet nor (hoes: I am al- 
moft naked ; and you are ciothed in nothing 
but rags: go, fell this difh immediately, and 
bring back the money.” 

The keeper could not refift his wife: he 
went to the market, and gave the plate to 
the public crier. A merchant bought it at 
a price fufficient to pay the dues of the 8 crier, 
and carried off his purchafe. 

|hbe buyer, while on the road to his own: 
houie, examined the purchafe which he had 
made, and faw the name of Haroun Alrafchid 
written around-the difh: he immediately re- 
turned and accofted the crier: ** Take back 
your difh,” faid he to him; * do you wifh to 
ruin me, and expofe me to the fufpicion of 
having ftolen a vefiel belonging to the empe- 
ror?” | 

lhe crier inquired into the faćt, read the. 
characters engraven upon the edge of the difh,. 
and, mightily altonilhed, flew ich the great- 
eft fwiftnefs to the pałace. He requelted to 
be prefented to the Caliph, gained admifion, 
and ihewed him the cażaz/5, and the vefiel. 
whereon they were placed, 

Haroun inftantly recognized the plate which 
he himfelf had prepared for one of the difhes, 

; B 3 at. 
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at his colłation with the princefs. This great 
man had the failing to fuppofe all his aćtions 
of the greateft importance. In arranging the 
catatfs, he believed he had prepared an ag- 
greeable furprife for his new fpoufe, and 
thought that he had afforded her a fmall op- 
portunity of diffufing her bounty around her, 
while fhe feemed to all: her flaves, to give a- 
way nothing but cataifs. The deranging of 
this little fcherne of gallantry, gave offence to 
the fovereign who formed it. A reflećtion 
ftull more troublefome, was connected with 
it« A prefent coming directly from himfelf, 
was neglećted and defpifed, notwitbfłanding 
what he had ordered the eunuch to tell in his 
name. He got into a furious paflion againfł 
the Perfian princefs. 

« Tell,” faid he to the crier, in a tone of 
rage, * from whom you got this difh of ca- 
tatfs.” 

«« Moft powerful Galiph,”* anfwered the crier, 
«« it was the keeper of fuch a quarter of the city 
who gave it me to expofe to fale.” 

"The Galiph ordered the keeperto be brougłit 
before him in chains, and with his head and 
feet uncovered. [he man was felized, and cone 
ducted to the feet of the Caliph, in ftrićt obe- 
dience to the orders, The unhappy wretch, 
feeing himfelf in this deplorable condition, on 

account 
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account of the difh of cażazfś, uttered dreadful 
imprecations againft his wife. ** Gurfed crea- 
ture !” faid he, ** made to betray the man you 
meant to ferve: No, nobody ought to truft 
you, though you fhould feem to advife him to 
what is proper. Had you let me eat this 
difh of catazf:, nothing difagreeable would have 
happened to me—but you wiih to be frugal 
and ceconomical. Your like ruined the firft 
man ; and your like will not fail to do the 
fame to the laft. Here I am, expofed to the 
wrath of the Prince of all the earth: Come 


now and give me an advice, which fhall ex- 


tricate me from danger, if it is poflible for 
any good thing to come out of that mouth 
which has always deceived.”” 

The GCaliph interrupted this loud complaint, 
by afking the keeper, who had delivered to 
him the dilh of catat/s: ** Speak, wretch !? 
faid the enraged Sultan; *' tell the truth, if you. 
would efcape death.” 

«« O Gommander of the Faithful !” cried' the 


. keeper, trembling, ** may your highnefs fuf- 


pend the effećts of your wrath, and prevent 
them from falling on an unfortunate man, who 
is altogether innocent ! It was the Hazeb Ye- 
maleddin, your grand ofłicer, who gave me 
the dilh and the catazfs for my yearly gift.” 

| Ź3t 
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At the name of Yemaleddin, the anger of 
the Caliph feemed to increafe: He ordered 
this oficer to he brought before him, with bis 
head and feet uncovered, his hands bound, and 
having the muflin of his turban round his 
neck : The fame decree bore, that the houfe 
of this officer fhould be razed to the ground» 
and that all his goods and moveabies fhould 
be confifcated.. | 

The bearers of the order went to the houfe: 
of the Hazeb, furrounded his inn, and knock.- 
ed at the gate. He opened it himfelf, and, to 
his great aftonifument, heard the fevere order 
of the Galiph iutimated to him. They let 
him remain ignorant of the caufe ; and his firft 
ftep was fubmiflion. **' I obey Go:!,” faid he,.. 
« and the Prince of the Faithful, his reprefenta- 
tive upon earth.” 

One of the oflicers raiufed his hand to the' 
turban of the Hazeb, and put the muflin of 
it round his neck. ** [s itby the order of my 
fovereign,” fays Yemalecddin, * that you ufe 
me thus ?”—'* Yes,” anfwered the officer, ** I 
muft confifcate your goods, and raze your houfe, 
and I muft condućt yourielf in chains, with 
your head and feet uncovercd, to the Dultan, 
I will not execute my orders in all their ri- 
gour : We remember with gratitude the good 
which you have done us, and that your houfe 

was. 


"a w =" p"" 


ARABIĄN TALE3. zt 


was always open to us,” ** Since this is the 
difpofition of your mind with regard to me,” 
replied the /Jazeb ; ** when you deftroy my 
houfe, leave an afylnum to my aged mother, 
and to my young fifter.” 

Yemaleidin was condućted before the CGa- 
liph, and proftrated himfelf at his feet. . 
«<« May the Grod of heaven,” faid he, ** confet 
all happinefs upon the fovereign difpofer of his 
will upon earth! O wife and equitable Ha- 
rodn Alraichid, wherein has your humbleft 
flave offended you, to have deferved fo fevóre 
a punifhment ?” 

<< Do you know,” anfwered the Caliph, 
<< (hewing him the keeper, that man who is in 
chains befide you ?” 

« ]tis the keeper of our quarter,” replied 
the Zfazeb. ** Do you know this difh ?** con- 
tinued Haroun ; * who delivered it to you? 
Why did you profłitute it fo fhamefully, as 
to giveitforan yearly gift, to the vileft of my 
flaves ?” 

« My fovereign lord !* anfwered Yemaled- 
din, * befo good as hear me. I was in my own 
houfe, when a perfon knocked at the gate; I 
opened it mylelf, and an aged woman told 
me that a lady, who was along with her, was 
her daughter ; that (he was dying of thirfł, 
and did not choofe to drink out of the vetlel 

which 
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which belonged to tie man who fold water: 
« Give her fome to drink, I pray you,” faid fhe. 
I went back into my loufe, and gave a cup full 
of water to the perfon who addrelled me. The 
young lady drank, and they both departed. 
I remained fitting to enjoy the frefh air, upon 
one of tha fophas which are at the entrance 
to my inn, when the faine woman returned, 
and brought this very dilh of catazfs which I 
now behold. * My fon,” fąid (he to me, * the 
lady to whom, in fo obliging a manner, you 
gave to drink, thanks you for your kindnefs, 
and begs you to accept this fmall mark of her 
gratitude.” She fet down the difh on the fo- 
pha oppofite to her, and departed. The keep- 
er of the quarter, in a little after, came to 
pay me a compliment upon occafion of the 
feftival of the Harapbat, and afked of me the 
ufua! gift. I gave him fome money and this 
difh, which I never touched. This, O Gom- 
mander of the Faithful, is the moft exact re- 

lation which I can give. | 
The Galiph, during this detail, felt that in- 
sdignation wbich is natural to a man of fo ele- 
vated a ftation. ** A woman whom I have 
taken from the very dunghill,” faid he to him- 
felf, 6 gives to one whom fhe does not know 
a hundred catatf5 feafoned with gold, pifta- 
chios, and fugar, and that too with my own 
band, 
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hand, merely to repay him for a glafs of wa 
ter! She was right to demand that the reve- 
nues of two.provinces fhould be facrificed for 
her dowry. 1 fent her a token of love, a 
pledge of peace: She gave it to the feller 
of water; and fuch is the eftimation in which 
the grand-daughter of King Kafiera holds the 
prefents which are made her from affećtion, 
by Haroun Alrafchid. But let us fee how far 
the Princefs has carried her forgetfulnefs of 
me, and of herfelf,” Then addrefling the 
Hazeb in a difordered and frightened tone of 
voice: ** Yemaleddin,” faid he to him, ** did 
you fee the face of the woman to whom you 
gave drink ???—* Yes,” replied the Hazeb in 
confufion, and without attending to tlie ans 
fwer which he gave. 

At this confeffion, which was equally falfe 
and involauntary, jealoufy was added to the 
indignation, which burned in the breaft of 
Haroun. He ordered that the Perfian Prin- 


-cefs fhould be inftantly brought belore him, 


and' that her head, and that of Y emaleddin, 
fhould be cut off. 

The grand-daughter of Kaflera appeared. 
« [ladam,” faid the Caliph, ** under pretence 
of comfortinz the poor and the unhappy by 
your alms, you traverfe the city only on pur- 
pofe to fhew your face to this young man.” 


The 
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The princefs cafł her cyes upon Yemaled. 
din. * Did you fee my face?” faid fhe to 
him: * Who has been the author of this 
falfehood which will coft us both our lives ?” 
« Pardon me, Madam,” faid he to her, ** it 
was I myfelf; my lips uttered it, without the 
confent of my heart and mind. Blame the 
fatality of the fłars, and the wretchednefs of 
our deftiny, which have led meto tell a falfe- 
hood, which my foul difavows.? : 

This explanation made no alteration in the 
order given by the Caliph. The executioner 
blindfolded the two fuppofed criminals, and 
then addrefled himfelf to Haroun., * Com- 
mander of the Faithful, am I allowed to give 
the blow ?7”—** Srike,” faid the Caliph. The 
executioner made one or twa turns round the 
condemned perfons j, always renewing the 
queftion to the Caliph, and receiving from 
him the fame an(wer. After the third turn, 
the executioner addrefied Yemaleddin : * Have 
you any thing to fay to the Caliph before you 
die? [lake advantage of the only opportunity 
you can have of fpraking : confider that you 
have loft all hope ot hfe.*—* Loofen the ban- 
dage,”” faid Yemaleddin to the executioner, 

« which 

+ The Caliph Haroun caufed the cuftom be obferved of 


going thrce timcs round the criminal, before ftriking the 
blow. 'I'he reafon of it is obvious. 
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« which you have put upon myeyes: I wifh 

'to fee my relations and friends.” The Hazed, 
having his eyes at liberty, caft a look on alł 
fides, but faw nobody who dared to fhew any 
concern for him ; fo much did they reverence 
the Galiph. - 

A mournful filence prevailed throughout 
the whole affembly. Yemaleddin availed him- 
felf of it, and cried out, ** I wifh to fpeak to 
the Prince of the Faithful.” He was allowed 
to approach him.  ** Difpenfer of rewards and 
punilhments,”* faid he, * fufpend my fate for 
one month only ; and in the three laft days of 
the delay wliich I afk, you will fee wonder- 
ful things, the knowledge of which is of 
the greateft confequence to you.” 

The Caliph was ftruck with the prophetic 
tone in which thefe wonders were predicted : 
curtofity being more powerful with him than 
every other paflion, and it being out of the 
power of the criminals to elcape, he determined 
- to fend the princefs his fpoufe and Yemaled- 
din to prifon, determining to do himfelf juf. 
tice, as foon as the fatal term was expired, 
if he had been abufed by a falfe prediction. 

Years rollon; months Hy; put days vanifh. 
The Caliph, who, having heard fo many exX= 
traordinary things related, and even having 
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feen them himfelf, had become credulous on 
many fubjećts, expected .every moment the 
appearance of one of thofe wonders which Ye- 
maleddin had foretold with fo much confidence, 
Twenty-feven days had elapfed amid ordinary 
affairs. At laft he faid to himfelf; ** mira- 
cles will not come in fearch of me to my pa- 
lace; I muft go to meet them: I muft go 
down to Bagdad, and take no companion 
along with me in my adventures.” To this 
fancy of traverfing his capital altogether alone, 
was added the moft extraordinary difgyile in 
the world. He had a coarfe turban on his 
head ; a buff doublet, almolt wholly covered 
with a leathern girdle, conftituted his apparel: 
underneath was a fhort robe of cloth of the 
moft common kind. His whole drefs bore an 
air of antiquity; and half boots made of a very 
thick leather completed it. 

He armed himfelf with a large damas, 
mounted with abox handle; took in his hand 
a bow and arrows; and, after having altered 
his complexion, prefled down his eye-brows, 
and made his beard itand on end, he fet out 
from the palace, exhibiting the pićture of an 
Arab juft efcaped from the defert. A purie 
containing a thoufand pieces of gold waż fixed 
to his girdle, 

. Bcarcely 
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Scarcely had he pafled through two ftreets, 
before he faw a man come out of a Kan *, 
and heard him fay aloud, ** this is the moft 
wonderful thing in the worid.* He approach= 
ed the ftranger, ** What wonder isthis ?” faid 
he to him. ** It is an old woman,” anfwered 
he; ** who feems to be in the utmofl poverty. 
Since morning fhe has been reading the Alco- 
ran near the mofque, as res«dily and perfectly 
as God dićtated it to Mahomet himfelf; fhe 
has been afking alms, but nobody has thought 
proper to give her any ; and this happens in 
a country fubjećł to the law of the great pro- 
phet: can any thing be more wonderful ** 

The Caliph having liftened to the man, 
entered the Kan, and faw the old woman 
of whom he had heard him fpeak. She was 
fitting upon a feat of ftone, and reading the 
Alcoran with a remarkable diftinćtnefs and 
facility : fhe was at the laft chapter of it: he 
ftopt to liften to her, and faw in reality that 
there was an attentive crowd around her, but 
who gave her nothing. Having finifhed her 
reading, fhe fhut the book, rofe up, and de- 
parted. 

Haroun followed her in order to give her 
charity ; but, as there was a great crowd be» 
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* A Kan is a place where merchants refort. 
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twixt tllem, before he could reach her, he 
faw her go into a merchant's fhop. Curious 
to know who this woman was, and what fhe 
conld have to do in this fhop, (for her tatter- 
ed appearance feemed to indicate that fhe had 
neither the intention nor the ability tomakeany 
purchafe there) he followed her, and faw her 
enter Into converfation with the proprietor of 
thę f(bop. He drew near without being per- 
ceived, and liflening, heard her fay to the 
merchant, ** Fatr young man, you are not yet 
fettled ; would you wilh to receive in mar- 
riage a lady of the moft confummate beauty?” 
« Undoubtedly,”” faid the merchant. * In 
that cale,” continued the woman ; ** follow 
nie, and I will fhew you one of the GRA 
ot the world.” 

When the Galiph heard this bropefi, he 
underftood it in his own way. * Abomina- 
ble old woman,” fatd he to khimfelf; ** I took 
thee for a faint, and thou art only an inftru- 
ment of fedućtion. [hou fhalt have none of 
the alms which I intended for thee; I muft 
follow thee, and fee the means which thou 
employeft to ruin youth. I left my palace 
'to go in fearch of the wonders which were 
foretold to me, and I will not lofe the op- 
poztunity of knowing that which thcu haft 
naw held forth.*  Saying thcle words, he 
followed cłofe upon the fteps of the old 

woman 
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woman and the young man. She opened a 
door, by which fhe introduced the man, full of 
curiofity, whom fhe had brought with her; 
took out the key, and fhut herfelf up with 
him in the houfe. 

Haroun Alrafchid would have loft his trou- 
ble had not the hole of the lock been very 
large: he applied his eye to it. He faw the mer- 
chant ftanding alone ; but in a moment after, 
the door of a clolet opened, and the old wo- 
man came out of it, leading by the hand a: 
young lady of fuch exquifite beauty, as daz- 
zled the Galiph while he looked upon her. 
Her eafy fhape relembled the ftalk of a young 
tree planted on the brink of a river; her black 
eyes, like the fruit of the rich almond tree of 
Damas, fparkled' (weetly as the morning-ftar: 
her finely arched eye-brows threatened with 
unerring and deadly darts, all'thofe who ven- 
tured to look upon the charms of her face: 
her mouth was like the ring of Soląmon, on 
which was written the ineffable name of God: 
the vermillion of her lips outfhone the bright- 
nefs of the coral ; her teeth were difpofed in 
the moft ravilhing order; they were white as 
alabafter,. and covered with the fame enamel 
which gives a brillancy to the pearls of the 
Red-Sea and the Perfian gulf. "The few words 
which efcaped from her lips, feemed to fur 
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pafs in fweetnefs the honey Palefiine: her 
breathing might be faid to embalm the air, 
while it gently raifed upon her bofom, her 
breafts, which were whiter than the lily, 
and rounder than the pomgranate. In fhort, 
fhe was above the praifes which the moft in- 
fpired poet could beftow upon her beauty ; and 
an angelic modefty tended to fet off her per- 
fećtions. The fight of her enchanted the Ca- 
lph, who obferved with pain that fhe had not 
linen enough to cover her. 

When the young lady perceived that her 
mother had expofed her to the view of the 
merchant, fhe was covered with a confufion 
which did not detraćt from her beauty. She 
endeavoured immediately to efcape from his 


fight, by going back into the clofet, whence- 


fhe had come out. * Ah! mother,” cried 


fhe; * what have you done, to expofe me to- 


the fight of this man? God forbid, that wo- 
men and.,girls fhould be feen belore them !” 
'« Take courage,” faid her mother ; ** there is 
no harm in what is done with a good inten- 
tion. JA man may fee at once, the perfon of 
whom he is in fearch : 1f fortnne unites them, 
all is well; if they do not agree, he fees her 
ro more, and there is no liarm done,” 

The .young beauty having withdrąwn, the 


Caliph, infiead of his eye, applied his ear to. 
i tle 
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the hole of the lock. While he heard the 
difcourfe of the old woman, he thought him- 
ielf miflaken in fuppofing her tó be a pimp. 
« [his poor woman,” faid he, ** has a beau- 
tiful young daughter to marry ; and it is very 
proper for her to ufe the only means fhe has 
of procuring hera hufband, namely, to let 
her be feen.” 
_ Wbale the Caliph thus reafoned with him- 
felf, the mother entered into difcourfe with 
the young merchant: * I promifed you a 
wonder, faid fhe, ** and I have not deceived 
you ; fhe 1s as good as fhe is beautiful ; does 
fhe fuit you? ** Madam,” replied the mer- 
chant, ** fne fuits me fo perfećtly, that there 
is nothing more to do, but to know what you 
demand for her contraćt and dowry.” ** Four 
thoufand fequins for the one, and as many for 
the other,””. anfwered the mother. ** Madam,” 
replied the merchant, ** I would be reduced 
to complete beggary ; I am only worth four 
thoufand altogether. I offer a thoufand of 
them for the dowry, as many more to furnilh 
drefles for the nuptiałs, and furniture; and 
there will then remain to me two thoufand 
for trade, and for the fupport of my wife; 1t. 
is impoflible for me to make any other fa- 
crifice.” * By the name of (wod, which is 
written. on the forehead of the great pro-. 
phet. 
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phet !”” fwore the woman, ** if a fingle one 
of the eight thoufand fequins which I afk, is 
wanting, 70 fhall not poiłefs a hair of my 
daughter.” ** I willdeem myfelf, then, very 
unhappy, after knowing her, Madam,” fad 
the merchant ; ** but what you afk is impoffible 
for me: So fayjng, he bowed and departed. 

One fuiter made his retreat, and another 
prefented himfelf: it was the Caliph himfelf, 
The beautiful lady whom he had feen, was- 
far fuperior in charms to the princefs of Per- 
fia, who, even by the law, was no longer his 
* fpoufe, whom he had condemned to die, and 
whom he left to languifh in a prifon, waiting 
for the event of the prophecy ot Yemaleddin, 
on which her fate and that of this oflicer de- 
pended. 

Haroun Alrafchid entęred deliberately *into 
the houfe of the old woman, and faluted her :. 
« What want you?” afked fhe. * I. come, 
Madam,” faid the Galiph, ** on the part o£ 
the young trader to whom you intended to 
give your daughter ;. he has given me in 
charge to tell you, that you muft think no. 
more of him.” ** We know,” replied the 
old woman; ** he left this, on tlie footing of 
returning no more.” ** Very well, give het 
to me,” replied the Caliph, ** and you will 
find nie ready to pay you down the eight 

thoufand 
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thoufand fequins, and whatever you choofe to 
afk for your furniture and other fancies: I 
will not limit you on that head.” 

The old woman examined the Caliph from 
top to toe. ** Robber that you are,” faid 
fhe, ** (for you have the drefs of one), do 
you depend upon plundering the caravan of 
Mecca, in order to give eight thoufand fe= 
quins, fuch a quantity of linen, fo many 
drefles, and fo much furniture? You have 
not even wherewithal to cover yourfelf: get 
you gone, you vagabond, or I will call afift- 
ance,”” 

« Whether I am a robber or not, Madam,” 
replied the Caliph, * is not your bufinefs, 
I offer to pay down on the fpot the eight thou- 
fand fequins, and 1 will add to it a prefent to 
yod, which you will find a very handfome 
one : all the furniture „> «You mean 
to laugh at me, robber, do you? but there is 
juftice to be had at Bagdad ; it is not there 
you can come to impoife upon a poor defence- 
' lefs woman. I hołd you at your word; if 
you keep it not, but fool us here with lies, 
the Gommander of the Faithful will order 
. you to-be flrangled this very evening. ” 

„ 6 J agree to the. terms, and am ready to. 
Ggu them,” faid the Caliph ; ** I am to mar- 
ry your daughter, and you fhall (ee that I will 

keep 
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keep my promile. Upon this decłaration, the 
old woman condućted him into her chamber 
where he fat down and faid to her, ** take, 
your precautions againit me, during your ab- 
fence. Lock up your daughter fecurely ; go 
to the houfe of fuch a cad, (it 1s juft at hand) 
tell him, that a man called // Bondacant wants 
him here, and beg that he would come im- 
medłately.”” 

«« And you think,” faid the woman, ** that 
the Cadi will come here for a man of your 
fort? If you are rich, it mufł be fo much the 
worfe for you ; your wealth muft have been 
acquired in a wrong way ; you are nothing 
but a rufian, and would a Cadi beftir him- 
felf for you?” The Caliph fmiled at 
this anfwer ; ** Go, Madam,” faid he to her; . 
<< give yourfelf no trouble, only tell the Ca- 
di to come, and to bring with him paper and 
pens.” | 

The ołd woman at length determined to go 
to the Cądi. ** If the judge comes,” faid 
fne, ** as foon as he hears of the perfon who 
propofes to be my relation, I may well con- 
fider my intended fon-in-law as a chief of rob- 
bers. But, either the Cadi wilł do what I 
tell him, or he muft make me quit of this va- 
gabond.* Making thefe reflećtions, fhe ar- 
rived at the houfe of the Cadi. She would 

not - 
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not enter into the apartment where this ma- 
giftrate was, along with fome nobles of the 
city. Shame, which attends poverty, and fear 
of being driven out, reftrained her. ** Yet if 
I don't enter,” faid fhe to herfelf, ** I will gain 
nothing. I muff at leaft try to learn who the 
man is who wifhes to be my fon-in-law, were 
jt only to get quit of him. —Come, I 
„muft venture.” She then advanced near to the 
door of the apartment ; but quickly drew back, 
from an apprekenfion left any improper ftep 
fhould draw upon her fome difagreeable con- 
fequence. Scarcely had fhe given time to let 
them get a glimpfe of her face, when a ter- 
ror with which fhe was feized, abfolutely 
deprived her of the courage to fhew herfelf 
fully. 

The Cadi obferved the head which firft fhew- 
ed itfelf and then difappeared. He ordered one 
of his ofhicers to fee what the perfons meant 
who prefented themfelves in fo extraordinary 
a manner. lIhe old woman was brought to 
him. ** What want you, good woman?” faid 
the judge to her. * * Sir,” replied fhe, ** there 
is a young man at my houfe who orders you 
to come to him.” 





« What fay you, infolent old woman?” re- 
plied the Cadi: ** A man orders ice to come 
to him?” At the fame time he turns towards 

his 
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his oflicers: * Put this impertinent woman 
in chains, and carry her to the hofpital for 
mad people.”—'* Merciful God!” cried fhe, 
as fhe heard the order, ** O! curfed robber! 
who has fent me here to ruin me. Did not I 
tell him that he was not a man to command 
the Cadi to come to him? Do not impute it" 
to me, my Lord,”. faid (he, addrefling herfelf 
to the judge; ** there is at my houfe a robber, 
a ruffian, a rafcal, who forced me to take this 
ftep. | came much againft my will; but, in 
a word, I was a woman, and alone: [his 
wicked man had made himfelf mafter of my 
houle; he wilhed pofitively to marry my 
dangbter ; he faid that you knew him, and 
that his name was// Boudocani *, 

As foon as the Cadi heard the name pro- 
nounce|, ** give me my farragi, +” cried he. 
« Set that woman et liberty. My good wo- 
wan,” faid be to Ler,ioftening his tone, ** you 
fny that the young man wbo has fent you te 
IE: 15 NME acz?” 

« Do not, Sir,” replied the old woman, 
« force ine to repeat his name; it makes my 
heart die within me. _Afluredly it is that of 
a great rogue, and of a chief of robbers; but 

fince 

* When the Caliph went out in difoife, he affumed a 
wariike name known to all the principa! oflicers. 

$ A robc of ftate, woin by che Cadis, 
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tnce I muft repeat it, he is called 7/7 Bondo- 
cant. | 

At this name the Cadi difcovered that it 
was the Qaliph himfelf. He wrapt himfelf 
up in his farragi. ** Madam,” faid he, * I 
afk you ten thoufand pardons for the equivo=  , 
cation I have ufed, and. the blunt manner jn 
which I fpoke to you, without knowing you.” 
Ihe fpećtators were greatly aftonifhed to fee 
the Gadi, in a moment, change both his tone 
and his manner, and at the name of a man, 
only becaufe he was «called // Bondncani. 
« Where are you going, Sir, with fo much 
eagernefs:”* they afked him :”* He repiied, « I 
have bufinefs which l cannot communicate.” 
Ihen addrefling himfelf with great politenefs 
to the old woman: * Is it at your houfe 
they wait for me, Madam?*—« Yes, Sir.” 
——''* Do me the favour to conduśt me thiż 
ther,”” 

It may well be fuppofed that the 'old 
woman walked back with more fpirit 
than fhe had come. When fhe fet out 
from her honfe, (he was much afraid ; the 
commifiion which fhe had to execute appeared 
to her extremely dangerous, and was in reality 
fufiicient to have made her pafs for a perfon 
fit for bedlam. Now fhe fees herfelf treated 
with refpećt, and honoured with the title of 
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Lady. * Certainly,” faid fhe to herfelf, ** my 
future fon-in-law bears a very relpećtable 
name with the Cadi, or fear muft have feized 
the magiftrate, on hearing this terrble chiet 
of robbers named, to fuch a degree as to ren- 
der him mad, fince he is going to my houfe 
without babouches *. What a change! It is 
no more I whom they muił putinto the kofpi- 
tal, but he, who, on hearing a name, which 
to me appeared juft like any other, hurried 
away, in his robe of fłate, bare.footed, and 
without knowing well what he fays. This 
Cadi muft be very much afraid of robbers, 
and my future fon-in-law muft have more au- 
thority with him than any other, by having 
played him, without doubt, fome wicked 
trick.” 

Thefe thoughts engaged the old woman, till 
fne arrived at her houfe. The Cadi, who fol- 
lowed her, entered 1t, and recognized the 
Commander of the Faithful. His firft motion 
was to proftrate himfelf; but a fignal from 
the Caliph prevented him, and informed him, 
that the Sovereign wilhed to remain unknown. 
Then, after a common falutation, the magif- 
trate feated himfelf by the fide of 72 Bondo- 
cani, who faid to him ; * Sir, I wifh to take 

this 
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this old woman's daughter to wife.” The 
woman and the daughter then appeared, and 
the Cadi afked them if they would accept the 
propofals which // Bondocant made them, and 
the daughter, in particular, if (he would take 
him for her hufband. Both having anfwered, 
«« Yes, Sir; the Cadi prefled them to fay, 
what they demanded for the contraćt and the 
dowry. The old woman replied, ** four 
thoufand (equins for the one, and as many for 
the other. —** 2/7 Bomdacani,” faid the Cadi 
to the Caliph, ** do you agree to tlie propo- 
fal of paying the eight thoufand fequins ?*— 
«« Yes, Sir,” replied the Caliph, ** you may 
draw up our contract.” 

The Cadi was a little embarrafled how to 
obey the Commander of the Faithful. - He 
had been inattentive to the orders which had 


been given him, to bring paper along with 


him. He had it, however, in his power to 
make up for this neglećt, by writing the con” 
traćt on the lower part of his faragz. 

After having written the firft lines, which 
were takdn from the book of forms, he ad- 
drefled himfelf to the old woman. ** Madam, 
you muft tell the name of your daughter's fa- 
ther and grand-father.*—'* Were my daugh- 
ter's father and grand-father alive,” cried the 
old woman mournfully, ** I would not have 


13.4 | been 


40 ARABIAN TALES. 


been obliged to give ber to a man, of wliom I 
Gare not fpeak what I think. *—'** Very well, 
Nadam,” faid the Cadi, ** but they are not a- 
live, and their names are neceffary here. 
'« My daughter,* replied the old woman, * 15 
called Zutulbe; and my name is Lelamain. 
I cannct exprefs the reft. It is not neceflary 
to be the daughter of a good family, in ore 
der to marry a robber.” | 

It may eafily be imagined how much the 
Caliph enjoyed the embarraffment of the Cadi, 
the vexation of the wornan, and, in one word, 
the incidents of this little fcene, which the od- 
dity of his difguife had procured him. 

The contraćt was at length drawn up. The 
lawyer graveły cut off the piece of his faragz, 
on which it was written, and put it into the 
the bands of the young woman. But being 
af(hamed to go out in fo tattered a garment, he 
threw it of, and gave it to the old woman, 
begging her to give it in charity to the poor: 
And his fervice being no longer neceflary, he 
made a kow, and retired. 

« You mufł furely,” faid the old woman 
to her new fon-in-law, * have played fome of 
your tricks upon this Cadi. One may fee 
that you are a chief of robbers, who know 
how to make yourfelf be feared. This poor 


man hath run here, without giving himfelf 
time 
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time to pat on babouches ; and he hath return= 
ed half naked, having left his faragz here: 
and over and above all, he is gone without 
being paid. You have given him nothing for 
his contraćt; fo that, for having ferved you, 
he is without money, and without his robe 
of ftate. Are you robbers, then, fo great 
mifers ?”—' My good mother,” replied the 
Caliph laughing, ** what have you to do with 
the robe, and the payment of the Cadi? Don't 
trouble yourfelf about tbefe things. There are 
more efiential ones with which both you and I 
are concerned. |Iam going out to get the fti- 
pulated dowry, and ftuffs fit to drefs my wife; 
you fhall fee that I am not avaricious, but. 
on proper occafions.*—'* And who is the un- 
fortunate perfon,”” cried the old woman, 
« whofe ftrong coffer, and treafures, are to 
fupply your liberality ? He will be much fur- 
prifed to-morrow to find himfelf thus fpoiled, 
without knowing by whom ; for J am pretty 
fure, in a city like this, you perform your work. 

without much noife.” 
Haroun, without making any reply to this 
new queftion, returned to his palace. He 
hen drefed bimfelf in robes fuitable to his 
diynity, fent for his architećt, fhewed him 
the houfe which he wifhed him to adorn, and 
ordered him to carry along with him all the 
D 3 workmen 
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workmen who were neceflary to repair it im- 
mediately ; fo that, as far as it was capable of 
ornament, it might vie with the richeft apart- 
ment in his palace. ** The grand vifier,”” faid 
he to him, ** will furnifh you with every 
thing neceflary to complete the work. But 
the whole muft be finifhed before fun-fet. 
Make fure of all your afliftance, and know, 
that your life muft anfwer for your fidelity, 
in the execution of my orders. If the woman, 
to whofe houfe you are going, alk you, from 
whom you come, to work in her houfe, you 
fhall anfwer her, **from your fon-in-law.” If 
fhe urge you to know what is the profeflion 
and name of her new relation ; you fhall fay 
"«« We know not what trade he exercifes, but 
we can tell you that his name is // Bondoae 
cani.” Let there be queftion about my rank 
in reply to any perfon. Choofe well your 
workmen, and remember, that under pain of 
death, you are refponfible to me for your own 
and their difcretion.”” 

The architećt only replied, * I will obey 
the Prinee of the Faithful.” He got together 
every thing that was neceflary: In a word, 
the old woman Lelamain's houfe was filled 
with workmen, furniture, carpets, and ił ufłs; 
ladders were applied to the walls ; and on e- 


very fide they began the work, * Who fent: 
y0u. 
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you here?” inquired Lelamain of the work- 
men ; ** what have you come to do? —'* We 
come,” they replied, ** to embellifh your 
houfe, to płace in it this joiner's work of 
aloes wood, and thefe marbles, furniture, and 
kangings, by the order of the hufband to whom 
you have given your daughter.”—''But how do 
you call him? What is his fituation and qua- 
lity ?? faid the old woman.  ** We know not 
his rank; but as to his name, we can eafily 
fatisfy you; it is // Bondocant.” 

« I know well,” faid the good "Lelaman 
to herfelf, ** that a chief of robhers makes 
himfelf dreaded over all the country. It ap- 
pears to me that this terror hath reached even - 
to the city. Not one of the people here 
dare fay that a robber łe* robber : This is 
very extraordinary ! 

While fhe was making thefe reflećtions, a 
man arrived, followed by porters, who went 
to fet down, at the bottom of a.fecond apart- 
ment,. a coffer of fteel inlaid with gold. ** What 
do you carry there,” faid the old woman? 
« The dowry,” replied the man to her, ** of 
the new fpoufe : you wilł find, in this coffer, 
eight thoufand fequins of gold, and two thou- 
fand more for your expences; there is the 
key.” ** Very well,” replied Lelamain; * my 
fon-in-law, in bis own way, is a man of bis 

word :. 
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word: Butwhence hath be takenall this? Who 
is he? Wbat does he do?” * I know not,” re- 
plied the meflenger, * either who heis, or what 
he does; you ouglit to know your daughter's 
hufband better than I : I know nothing about 
him, but that bis name is // Bondocant.” 

Mcanwhile the workmen had completed 
their work, and it was not yet night; two 
large and very tattered rooms, whofe whole 
furniture confilied of two planks fupported by 
fome flints, two wcoden ftools, and two worn 
matts, were fo changed ln appearance and 
fhape, that they might have made part of a 
royal palace. Lelamain examined piece by 
piece every otjećt which contributed to pro- 
duce this charge ; and In fpite of the ill fuc- 
cefs of her firft attempts, coułd not refrain 
from going to the workmen, one after ano-. 
ther, and faying to them; ** You certainly 
know who my fon-in.law is, and what he 
does? But fhe always received the fame 
anfwer, ** We know that bis name is // Boa 
docau1.”” 

At laft, the old woman was left alone inthe 
houfe with her dznelbter: ** Your hufband,”? 
fa1d the to her, ** mus be a very extraordinary 
mu; he hath cau::d to be done in one day 
what any other perion wonld have in vain at- 
tempted to linilh in a year. - None but the Ca- 

1liph. 
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liph or a-chief of robbers could have fo many 
people at their command. Thefe people, how- 
ever, although they obey my fon-in-law, dare 
not avow who he is ; they would be forced to 
blufh both for him and for themfelves ; befides, 
they are all in a ftate of fad fear. 1 addrefied 
myfelf to one of the youngeft of them, and he 
told me, *if any of us were fo imprudent asto 
difcover the rank of your relation, it would coft 
us our life. See, daughter, you have mar- 
ried a chief of robbers, and obferve the terror 
with which that infpires every body. Grod and 
his Prophet defend us ! 

The architećt came to give the Caliph an 
account of the execution of the orders wbich 
his Sovereign had given him. He immedi- 
ately received a reward, both for himfelf and 
thofe whom he had employed. The lodging 
was as yet fitted up with no more than necef- 
fary furniture : Haroun ordered Giafar to car= 
ry thither all thofe fumptuous ornaments, 
which are lavifhed in the apartments of mox- 
narchs, and which ferve to increafe their mag- 
nificence rather than ther convenience. Le- 
lamain faw this increafe of grandeur arrive, and 
attempted again to get information concerning 
the quality of him from whom all thefe fine 
things came: ** We know,” faid the porter 
to her, as they put the things into their pro- 
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per order, ** that they are fent you, bv Your 


_ daughter's hufband, whofe name ts // 1 r:do- 


cani: we received tl: order concerning ituem 


from him.” Scarcely were thefe porters gone, 
when a knocking at the door announced the 
arrival of others. The old woman opened it 
to them ; they were loaded with bales oi ail 
kinds of magnificent fłufłs: lhey opened 
them up, and diiplayed them beiore her. 
« Why do yon difplay thefe fine things?” 
faid fhe;—* To let you fee them, Madam.” 
« But you fhew me them in vain; thefe 
ftuffs cannot be for us; we are not rich e- 
nough.” * [s not this the houfe which was 
repaired yefterday ?” faid the porters.>—'* Yes,” 
replied Lelamain. ** Then,” anfwered they, 
« the whole is for you ; he who is become 
your relation, hath fent you them. Furnifh 
your houfe, clothe the new wife, and all your 
family ; your fon-in-law hath every thing in 
abundance, fpare nothing: We are direćted 
to tell you, that he will come to-night to your 
houfe, at eleven o'clock ;** and faying this, 
they withdrew. ** He will come at eleven 
o'clock !”* repested the old woman; '* robbets 





never ramb]e but in the night, when a!l the. 


world is afleep.” After this fhort reflećtion, 
obferving that there were many things to 
put in order, ihe alked the aliitance of fome 


of 


ARABIAN TALES, 


| 47 
of her neichbours. Great was their aftonifh. 
ment at ie-lug her houfe changed in orie day, 
from a kind of hovel into a fuperb palace. 
lney were naturaliy «urions to know how it 
couid have been done ; i: appeared like a piece 
of enchantment, an uluiion, ora dream. « Tę 
was done quite naturally,** faid old Lela. 
main: ** a man came here this morning afk 
ing my daughter in marriage : He fent for the 
Cadi ; the contract was drawn 
moment after, by order of my fon-in-law, all 
the workmen of Bagdad came to difplay and 
arrange here the magnificence you behold,” 
« In this cafe,”* refumed the nej 
have given your daughter to 
the richeft merchant i 


up, and jn a 


ghbours, *« y0u 
a prince, or to 
n the country,”  « jg, 
muft have plenty,” replied the old weman, 
*« lince we are fo well provided. [I łeav, by 
what [ have feen, that my fon-in-law ie a 
robber; and by the terror which he ftrilk as 
into all thofe whom I have feen employed by 
him, I cannot but look upon him as one of 
their chiefg.”* At this declaration, tie neigh- 
bours were feized with fear; « 4, leaft, taa- 
dam,” faid they to the old woman, *£ fre. 
quently remind your relation, that it has al. 
ways been the cufłom of robbers to (pare the 
people of their neighbourhood,» « Don't be 
atraid, replied the old woman; A furedly my - 


fon-in-law 
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fon-in-law 13 a robber, but I don”e believe him 
capable of doing any injury to his neighbours. 
I wi:l prevail upon him to treat you kindly ; 
you may reft at eafe on my word.” 

Upon this the neighbours took courage ; 
the men fet the furniture of the houfe In or- 
der, and the women aflifted the young wife in 
arefling kerfelf: Nature indeed had done fo 
much for her, that fhe had little occafion for 
the afliftance of art ; a jewel, while it contri- 
butcd to embellifh her, as foon as it approach- 
ed her, feemed to rife in its value. 

The work within the houfe was lnterru pt- 
ed by the noife which was made at the door : 
fome men knocked at it, that they might be 
admitted with diihes which fhould make upa 
moft delicate and fumptuous repaft. This 
was followed by a fecond courfe confifłing, of 
the fineft and rareft fruits, and of the moft ex= 
quifite preferves; the mofł delicious wines, and 
fineft liquors accompanied the other prepara- 
tions for this magnificent banquet. The 
difhes were all of porcelaine and gold. ** Take 
that, madam,”” fad the bearers to the old wo= 
man ; **and regale gourielf and your friends,” 

« You come from my fon-in-law?” re- 
plied Lelamain ; ** now, once for all, out of 
complaifance end charity, teli me who he is, 
and what is his rank?” * We know ne 
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more of him than you,” anfwered the bearers; 
<< all that we can tell you 1s his name.” 
« Ah! I know that better than you,” replied 
the old woman ; ** I have no occafion to have 
it told me fo often.” 

The bearers went away, and Lelamain's 
neighbours, looking at one another, began fe- 
rioufly to believe that the new hufband was a 
chief of robbers. They fat down to table, 
after having put afide what was moft delicate 
for the hufband”s and the wife's fupper, and de- 
termined to miake the moft they could of 
the adventure, by eating very heartily. The 
repaft being finifhed, they took their leave 
of the daughter and the mother, congratu- 
lating them on the happy change of their for- 
tune, and wifhing them much profperity. Im- 
mediately they were difperfed into every quar- 
ter of the city, in order to fpread the news, 
that a chief of the robbers of the defert, had 
married the charming daughter of the old Le- 
lamain ; that it was done openly, without 
myftery or ceremony ; and that the płunder of 
ten caravans was to be found in the houlfe, 
which was filled with riches. 

The young merchant, to whom Lelamain had 
offered her daughter, had become highly ena- 
moured of her; he was offended that a robber 
Śhould have been preferred to him ; he meditated 
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the deftrućtion of his rival, and the recovery 
of the objećt, of whofe enjoyment he had 
deprived him; he went to find out the judge 
of police, to make a declaration before him, 
"which witnefles were there to fupport. 
The robber, he thinks, will be feized and 
ftrangied without any otlier form of trial. 
He will have his fhare of the confifcated 
goods; and, befides this advantage, in fpite of 
thć accuried mother, he will marry the daugh- 
ter on her being adjudged to him: fuch was 
the plan, which love, jealoufy, and avarice, 
made him conceive and infłantly execute. He 
went to the judge, whofe eyes he opened, by 
exaggerating the defcription of all the riches 
which the pretended robber had imprudently 
difplayed im the houfeof Lelamain: and above 
a!], he began with touching the hand of the 
judge. 

This magifirate, who was a very felfilh fel- 
low, received the money which was given him, 
liftened to the information with an appearance 
of patience, took time to reflect, and affiuming 
the tone of gravity which became his ftation, 
« Go,” faid he, ** return home ; it is ónly 
eight o'clock ; you may come back again at 
ten : then is the time of fupper, and tle favour= 
'able moment for furprifing the robber. I will 
have him feized, put in chains, and iłtrangicd; 

1 will 


ARABIAN TALES. SI 


I will put you in pofieffion of the young girl, 
and caufe the bafłinado be given to the old 
woman, as a puniihment for her having giv- 
en you fuch a rival; but nothing of all this 
mauft tranfpire.* The young merchant went 
away, and returned at the hour appointed. 
The judge had got together three hundred bai- 
lifs ; he mounted his horfe, and. took his way 
to the old woman”s houfe, preceded by the ac- 
cufer. He arrived there without meeting any 
perfon on the road, every one having retired tó | 


his own home.  'Ihe old woman”s houfe was - 


furrounded : the mother and her daughter 
were fitt'ng quietly, in expećtation of the new 
hufband's arrival, when they heard the noife. 
Lelamain looked through a window of. the 
court, and, by the light of a number of lamps, 
recognized the judge of police, in the midft of 
his officers and a numerous party. They 
knocked at the door with redoubled ftrokes ; 
the old woman took care not to open it; but 
the ftrokes became ftill more frequent and 
loud. He who encouraged them even till they. 
broke the knocker, was called Chamama. 
Never could an avaritious and corrupt judge 
have made choice of a fitter officer : this devil 
incarnate gave himfelf out for the fon of Sa- 
tan, and the brother of the devil Camas. 
«« Let us brezk open the door,” cried this mad- 
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man, ** fince they don't choofe to open it to 
us; we run the rifk of lofing the treafures 
which are here ; while this refiftance is made, 
perhaps they are burying them, and we may 
not be able to find them. Befides, a round of 
iuperior officers may pafs by, and people * 
alarmed by the noife, wall come hither and 
ihare the plunder with us : the door is indeed 
itrong; but we muft fend to get levers, and 
tet to work immediately, if we wifh nothing 
to efcape us.” 

This quick difpatch fell in with the fecret 
imclinations ef the judge ; but he had under 
him as fecend in command, an officer named 
Hazen, naturally mild, beneficent, charitable, 
and even difpofed to take part with the unfor- 
tunate. ** The counfel of Chamama iS vio= 
lent and dangerous,” faid this officer to the 
judge ; ** the houfe which he wifhes to infuit 
was never fufpećłed of being a retreat for 
robbers; may not the young merchant, blind- 
ed by jealouly, have made a falfe declaration ? 
Ihen, to what danger are we expofed, fot 
having violated the afylum of women, which 
is under the exprefs protection of tae law; we, 
who muft render an account of our condućt 
to the Prince of the Faithful?” 

Lelamain liftened to alH thefe difcourfes. 
« Alas, faid fhbe, running to her daughter ; 
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«« we are moft unhappy, the judge is going to 
fearch for the robber and arreft him.” * O- 
pen not the door, mother,” replied the young 
girl; ** perhaps God may fend fome aflft- 
ance to extricate us from this great embarafs- 
ment.” | 

In the mean time the judge continued to 
make them knock at thę door: ** Who are 
you,” faid the old woman, ** who knock with 
fuch violence? * It is the magiftrateof police,” 
replied the detefiable Chamama, with a terri- 
ble voice ; ** open, Infamous old woman, who 
proftitute youth, and afford a retreat for 
robbers ; do you know to what you expofe 
yourfelf by your refiftance ?* ** We are on- 
ly two women here,”” replied Lelamain ; ** you 
ought to know and refpećt the law. We 
cannot open to yon; you have nothing to do 
here.” 

« Ah! hag that you are,” replied Chama- 
ma, foaming with rage; ** open the dcor, or 
we will break it open, and burn both you and 
your: daughter.* Lelamain made no reply 
either to his threats or his reproaches, and 
went to join her daughter. ** See,” faid fhe, 
« if my fears were not weli founded ; is it not 
now evident that you are married to a robber? 
Heaven grant he may not come to night! I£ 
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the judge and his officers get hold of him, 
they will tear him to pieces. Alas! my 
daughter, if your father were now alive, if 
even your brother were not overwhelm- 
ed with misfortune, would we have form—. 
ed a connećtion which hath expofed us to 
fee our door befet by the judge and all the 
villains in his train?” ** What do you 
mean ?” faid the young girl; ** for fome time 
paft, the deftiny of the ftars, which regulates 
all, hath purfued us. It is enough for us to 
fubmit-to it ; let us fpare ourfelves the pain 
of uneafinefs, which can do us no good.” 

While the judge and Chamama were inlift- 
ing with the two women, who were more or 
lefs bewailing themfelves, to open the door; 
the Galiph had taken up his bow, his arrows, 
and his boots, and was coming to enjoy the 
rights of marriage with his new fpoufe. The 
fplendour of fiambeaux, the ofłicers of whom 
the judge”s party confifted, the crowd who were 
rambling about Lelamain's houfe, and the 
nvife which he heard, warned him that fome- 
thing uncommon was going on. He foon re- 
cognized the chief of. the whole troop, and 
faw at his fide the young merchant into whofe 
ihop the old woman had entered. 

Chamama continued to knock at the door, 
- feafoning each ftroke with a horrible impre- 
2 cation. 
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cation. He repeated the abufe, the threats 
of the baftinado, the gallows, and thę ftake, 
by which he had hitherto attempted to inti- 
midate her, and called to his afhftance the 
power of the levers to break open the door. 
| Some of the party were preparing to put 
this method in execution. Hazen the lieute- 
nant ftopped them : ** Comrades,” faid he to 
them, ** commit not that violence againft a 
houfe in which there are only women: They 
will be feized with terror, which may occa- 
fion their death.  Befides, who hath aflured 
us that the man whom we feek is a robber? 
We all hazard our lives by intringing the law, 
and are ready to commit an aćt of very great 
injuftice. 

« W hat, fcruples of confcience !”” excla: med 
Chamama, ** in an officer of juftice; you are not 
fit for your place, Hazen ; while you lofe your- 
felf among nice points of law, the guilty will 
efcape. AA woman who makes a trade of the 
virtue of others, and gives her own daughter to 
an avowed robber, has no right to the privi- 
, lege of her fex: And can you doubt that the 
| man whom we feek here is a rafcal by pro- 

feflion, fince the neighbours, at whom you 
, may inquire, atteft it?” 
ś« Infamous Chamama !” faid the Caliph to 
'  himfelf, on hearing this difcourfe, * dearly 
? fnalt 
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fhalt thou pay for thy conduct aad principles. 
I will make a ftriking example of thee.” Say- 
ing this, he. began to confider how he might, 
without bcing feen; get into Lelamain's houfe. 
It was contiguous to the gardens of a great 
palace, whoie door opened to a fide lane. This 
palace belonged to llamir Youmis, the firft, 
and chief of the princes and nobility of Bag- 
dad, a man of a cruel and fanguinary difpofi- 
tion. The door of this palace was lighted 
within by a great number of fłambeaux; and 

an eunuch fat at it on a fcpha of marble: 
„The eunuch, feeing the Caliph enter, rofe 
up, and advanced to him with his fabre raifed. 
The Prince of the Faithful oppofed to it the 
blade of his own fabre. ** Ah! curfed negro, 
fon of a baftard,” faid he to this vile fellow, 
«« thou art always ready to put people to 

death, even before they fpeak.”? 

The words of thę Galiph, and the fight of 
the fabre, had fuch an efiećt on the eunuch, 
that he filed, trembling, and took refuge in 
the houfe of his mafłer. The latter, aftonifh= 
ed to fee him in fuch confufion, afxed him the 
caufe of it. ** I was, Sir,” replied the negro; 
| at the door of your inn. A manof ater- 
rible afpećt prefented himfelf there, and I wiflh- * 
ed to difmifs him, or ftrike him with my 
fabre, if he did not withdraw. He drew his, 
fpoke 
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fpoke to me with the voice of thunder, and 
l believed that I faw the lightening and the 
ftroke fall upon my head.” 

«« Infamous coward !” replied Ilamir You. 


„mis, * yon was afraid of your own fhn- 


dow ; yet I wifh to know who that audacious 
fellow is, who hatb been fo bold as to treat 
my flave with difrefpećt. Did you fay he 
called you a fcoundrel, and the fon of a baf- 
tard ? His life fhall anfwer to me for this infos 
lence. The man who infnlts my flave, at- 
tacks myfelf.” So faying, Ilamir Youmis 
armed himfelf with his enormous club of brafs, 
and iflued out of his apartment in fearch of 
the man who had expofed himfelf to his re- 
fentment. | 

The GCaliph, having remained in the fame 
place, faw the chief of his Emirs ceming to 
him, and thus fpoke to him, * Youmis,” 
faid he, ** is this your inn? As foon as the 
chief of the Emirs recognized the voice ofthe 
Caliph, the club dronped from his hands: He 
fell upon the ground, and remained in that 
pofture. ** Commander of the Faithful,” faid 
he, *'* your flave is at your feet, and waits 
your commands.” 

« Man without courage, minifter without 
vigilance, defervef. thou to receive them?” 
faid the Caliph. ** Chief of my Emirs, and 
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commander of this quarter, what have you 
dóne to maintain good order ? A poor woman, 
your neighbour, has been vexed and harraf- 


fed.. The judge of police, at the head of his: 


barbarous ofłicers, has committed this out- 
rage, abufing the prerogatives of their office ; 
and you have not interpofed your authority, 
to check this excefs. You fleep, intoxicated, 
in the arms óf your women: your eunuch 
guards you all. In your own houfe, more- 
over, you are nothing but a woman, and you 
fhamefully let your equals and Em neigh- 
bours be infulted.”* 

| «4 (iommander of the Faithful.» anfwered 
Youmis, ** I had not the fmalleft thought of 
this riot, which I now hear of for tle firft 
time. |Ifthe report of the excefs committed 


by the magiftrate of the police, had reached 


my ears, I would have treated him and his 
company as they deferve ; and if you will al- 
low me, I will now go and teach them whea 
ther or not Be have a 3 to diilur5 the 
public peace.” 
<< Forbear making an unfcafonable parade 
of zeal and courage. The houfe which was 
Infulted is clofe by the walls .of your garden ; 
we will crofs it, and I intend to introduce my- 
felf into the houfe of the injured woman, by 
the afliftance of two ladders; let me have 
them directly,” 
Youm:s 
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Youmis obeyed. They crofłed the garden : 
Youmis held tlie foot of the firft ladder, which 
leaned upon the wall, and, by the help of the 
fecond, the Caliph alighted on the roof of the 
houfe where his new fpoufe lodged. You- 
mis followed him : ** Stay there,” faid he to 
this officer, ** until I call you.” "Then draw- 
ing near toa window which looked into the 
apartment, he found that the induftry of his 
architećt had ln reality made ita terreftrial pa- 
radife. The luftres and branched candle- 
fticks, filled with tapers, diffufed through it 
a fplendor equal to the cleareft day. The. 
young fpoufe, fuperbly drefied, and fparkling 
amid all thefe lights, furpafled the very idea 
which it is poflible to form of beauty. It was 
the fun rifing above the horizon, in the midft 
of a clear fky, One would fay, that dew re- 
fembling pearls, came from her forehead ; and 
that the drops which flowed from her beauti- 
ful eyes, bathed in tears, were like manna, 
uniting in itielf every mofł exquifite tafte. The 
full moon could not (hine with fo lively and 
fo foft a brigutnefs. "lhe enamoured Faroun 
Aluafelid was in raptures ; but he was reco- 
vei.d from them by an exclamation of Lela- 
main. , | 

« © my daughter:!” cried fhe, ** they knock 
lilke madmen; the door will be broken in 

pieces 
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pieces. What will become of us among the 
hands of thefe tigers; we who are only poor 
women, and have no fupport but God ? What 
increafe of fatality hath. fent us this robber, 
whofe cennećtion has completely brought us 
into the moft cruel of all misfortunes ?” 

«« Mother,” anfwered the daughter, ** you 
diftrefs me very much, by confidering my 


hufband as a robber. [I do not believe that he - 


Is fo: but, with your confent, I have recel- 
ved him from the hand of God, and I ought to 
fubmit to the decree which -nnites me to him. 
I am hurt by every reproach which is cafł 
upon him.” 

It is eafy to conceive how much thefe few 
words would enchant the Galiph : they were 
as the fweeteft melody to his ears. 

« God be praifed !”” cried Lelamain, * fince 
you, my poor girl, are contented with your 
choice ; for my own part, I find in him ma- 
ny things which by no means difpleafe me: 
I wifh I were a bird to go and tell him not 
to come this evening ; I would wait at the end 
of the fłreet, to make him turn back. Butif 
he comes, if he falls into their fnares, and is: 
taken, he is a dead man.  Thefe villains there 
will cut him in pieces ; they will come and 
take every thing; and we, my dear child, 
will be like fheep in the jaws of the wolf.” 

The 
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The Ca!iph, to interrupt fuch lamentations, 
took a fmall ftone, threw it at a candle which 
was by the fide of the mother, and extinguiih- 
ed it. Lelamain lighted it again, without ex- 
amining from whence this little accident hap- 
pened. A fecond ftone extinguifhed the can- 
dle which had ferved to light the firfl ; and 
the good mother took a third to light thisone 
again. ** There muft be a great deal of windy”? 
faid flre, ** or elfe fome fpirit of the air is a- 
mufing himfelf with blowing out the czadles.”? 
As fhe was fpeaking, a: pebble icll upon 
her hand, which greatly furpriied her: ine 
looked towards the window, and perceived 
the Caliph above. ** Behold your huiband,” 
faid (he to her daughter; ** he comes by 
the way which all his fellows take ; never 
robber entered by the door, to execute his 
defigns. _Maintain to me now that he is not 
a robber : here he is, thank God, efcaped for 
a time from the hands of jultice; and I am 
quite overjoyed at it.” Then addrefling her- 
felf to him, ** Return quickly the way you 
came,” faid fhe; * itis not your intereft to 
be here. Don't you hear the noile which a 
band of robbers, who are not of your gang, 
are making at our door? thele madmen wilł 
give you no quźrter.” 
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During this harangue of Lelamaln, the Ca- 
liph had put off his boots, cloak, and girdle ; 
he tied them up in a bundle, in which he put 
his bow and arrows, and fprung into the a- 
partment with the lightnefs of a bird. He af- 
fećłionately faluted the mother, fell on the 
neck of the daughter, and tenderly embraced 
her, without allowing time to fpeak. 

« Itobber !” fatd the mother, ** is this a time 
to embrace, when they come to feek your life ? 
The leaft that it can coft you, is both your 
lands : this 1s the way that they treat you 
robbers, and even this is a favour. Is it pof- 
iible that all thefe people do not terrify you? 

«« No, good mother,” anfwered the Ca- 
liph; *% l have feen many; and fuch as you 
behold me, I ąm formed for noife. Let us al. 
low thefe people to make it: they have fup- 
ped, and no fuch agreeable bufinefs as mine 
is here, waits for them at home. Let my 
dear wife and I fit down to table; their noife 
will be inftead of mufic. Serve us up fome 
'©f your belt diihes; you will have entertain= 
ed your neighbours, but you have undouhbta 
edly fomething remaining.” 

The old woman fet the table, and covered 
it, faying all the while; * he is truly a devil: 
he is no more afraid for three hundred men, 
than I would be of an infeft. Wel, note 

withftanding 
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withftanding all the ill that is faid of the pro» 
feflion, I conceive that a woman, may love a 
robber ; they are lively as the wild goat, and 
bold as the lion.” 

"The table was fet; the Caliph was by the 
fide of his fpoufe; Lelamain was oppofite to 
them : fhe faw her fon-in-law eat very hear- 
tily, and confłantly carefs with his locłzs, his 
charming fpoufe. From time to time, tender 
and polite difcourfe was intermixed with this 
filent language. . 

« Delight of my foul, » faid the Caliph, 
intoxicated with love, * give me that fmall 
bit which has touched your rofy lips, and has 
been perfumed with your delicious breath. 
Ah! could I but there furprize a figh for 
me |!” 

«« What an inchanter !”” muttered the old 
woman ; ** where can he fteal this magic of * 
the tongue, which makes my daughter fo fond 
of him, that to-morrow fhe wiil weep her 
€yes out for him?” 

*«« You fpeak to yourfelf, good mother ; 
what are you faying?—I wilh you were 
more civil with refpećt to me: in your eyes, 
it would feem,- I do not deferve the attention 
of a gentleman. I honour and refpećt your. 
wrinkles ; they exprefs venerabłe experience, 
and complete maturity.*— Plague on yonx 
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I have feen the day, when I deferved a better 
compliment.”—'* I believe fo, thcugh you 
was never equal to this charming girl.” 

Jo faying, Hiaroun affećtionately embraced 
his fpoufe. But fuddenly Zutulbe began to 
tremble, on hearing a frightful fhout, which 
proceeded from the terrible Ghamama. * O- 
peń, open, old hag!” cried he; * while he 
feemed to knock with arms of iron.” 

«« Fear not, my fweet dove !” cried the Ca- 
liph. Let us here enjoy the delight of loving 
one another, and let us give proofs of our af- 
fećtion. Nothing is fo fweet as pleafures, 
where we meet with oppofition ; every other 
1s cloying. Knock, thunder, move heaven 
and earth, unruly Chamama ! oblige this ten= 
der and trembling beauty, who is terrified at 
your dreadtul threatenings, to feek an afylum 
in my arms: let her foul take the road to my 
lips, that it may find refuge in my heart.” 

« Will you have done? rafcal of a rob- 
ber? cried the old woman; * will you leave 
us ? fave yourfelf by the window ; the houfe 
1s going to fall; do you intend to fet fire to 
it by your words? for my part, I am al- 
ready more dead than alive.” 

« No,” faid the Galiph; * I will not go droń 
hence, I am too delighttully employed ; but, 


as it is time to go to bed, and the mufic oź _ 
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our nuptfals is difagreeable to you, I muft 
fend away the muficians. Take this ring ; 
fpeak through the key-hole to the people who 
are knocking, and fay to them : * My daugh= 
ter”s hufband 1s here, and has bid me deliver 
his ring. into the judge's own hands, that he 
may fee what he has to do,” 

« And you think to turn their head with 
your ring, as you do that of my daughter by 
thus encircling her with your arms? Though 
the Gadi may fometimes connive with you, cer- 
tainly all thefe people do not. But if you 
inchant them, as you have done others, I wilł 
inftantly gird myfelf with a double girdle, that 
I may have that fpruce air which becomeg 
people of your profeflion, and get a lefion in 
cheating from you, were it only to know how ta 
fteal a woman's fhoes from cft her feet, with» 
out being perceived.”” : 

«« You are pleafed to be witty, good mo- 
ther ; but fo much the better; you will bethe 
fitter for executing my commifłion. Take my 
ring, and, foftly opening the door, give it to 
the judge: Say to him as you deliver it; 
*« this is my fon-in-law's ring, who is called 
1! Bonducani ;* and pronounce this name with 
fome firmnefs.” ' 

« [I will go,” faid the old woman ; * I re- 
collećt there is magic in that name, which 
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makes men fłand immoveable like fłatues of 
nmarble,” 

While Lelamarn was executing the commif- 
f1on which was given'her, the Caliph, by the 
help of a table, which he had brought to the 
window, afcended to the roof. He addrefled 
himfelf to Youmis, who had remained there 
to wait his orders. ** Take my fabre,” faid 
he; * go down quickly by the help of your 
ladder, into the ftreet; obierve if there is any 
perlon fo daring as to command or execute the 
fmalleft violence, and inftantly cut off his 
head. As foon as you have perceived that 
my ring, which is now to be delivered to him, 
has caufed the troop difperfe, from refpećt to 
my orders, make yourfelf known ; depofe the 
judge; and let the Hazeb be immediately 
clothed in his robe, and put in his place, 
Caufe the prevaricating judge Chamama, and 
all the reft, whom, from the place you was 
in, you muft have feen either adviliag or com» 
mitting excefs, to be condućted into your 
eourt.yard, under a itrong guard. Put them 


in chains till to-morrow ; and as foon as it is - 


day, indićt punifhment on all the criminals. 
The Caliph, after this convertation with 
Youmis, returned to the apartment; and the 
chief of the emirs eagerly fet about executing 
his: orders. He went behind the troop who 
i threat 
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threatened the houfe, with his naked fabre 
concealed under his robe. The woman was 
in treaty with Chamama at the door. 

« Do not ftrike the door thus, diabolical 
fellow that you are !” faid ihe to him; ** with- 
draw a moment, and give place to the judge, 
to whom I wilh to fpeak : I have a ring to de» 
liver him.” 

«« Open the door, and give me the ring, 
old fink of iniquity !” aniwered he; * the 
judge is on horfeback, and will not alight for 
you.” 

<< But he muft alight,”” replied the old wo- 
man ; * I have my fon-in-law's ring to give 
him ; he can furely read the motto on it. 

« Sir,” cried UChamama, turning towards 
the judge, ** I am going to give three blows 
with my hatchet ; when once the door is bro- 
ken down, we will lay hands on the villain, 
and his jewels, together with the infernal old 
woman and her daughter, who isas debauched 
as herfelt.” 

« Sir, faidthe Haze, * I cannot think it 
wife in you to allow Chamama to proceed in 
io violent a manner. You can foon know 
what this ring is. We are informed, that the 
man we are In fearch of has got Into the Ibufez 
but how, we know not, fer it is completely 
furrounded. It is no longer, then, an afy- 
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lum of women, about violating which there is 
any queftion, If, after feeing this ring, you 
think proper to break open the door, in cafe 
of refiftance, I will be the firft man to ftrike 
a blow ; but firft of all, allow me to put fome 
queftions to the old woman, and caufe the 
band to withdraw a little.” 

To this the judge was obliged to confent. 
Chamama withdrew, uttering the moft kor- 
rible imprecations. The Hazeb went up to 
the door : ** Open in confidence,” faid he to 
the old woman; * give me that ring; from 
whom have you got it?” ** From my fon-in- 
law,” replied Lelamain ; a little encouraged 
by the foft language of the Hazeb : ** he fays 
his name is // Bondocant.” 

The Hazeb faithfully delivered the ring, and 
repeated exaćtly every word of the anfwer to 
the judge of the police. Tlre name of 1/ Box- 
docani produced no effećt upon: the diabolical 
Chamama, who was ignorant of its true im- 
port. ** Who, pray, is this // Bondocani,” 
faid he, ** who fends us his ring? I will give 
him an hundred ftrokes of the baftinado, with 
his ring on his finger, from the refpećt due 
to his great name. I will tear his old woman 
to pieces, and reduce her to duft and afhes, to 


ancreafe the dirt of the kennel, Let the fold- 
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ing door be ópened, or I will take up my 
hatchet.” 

<< Be filent, wretch !” faid the judge, full 
of confłernation, upon hearing the name of 17 
Bondocani, and examining the ring *: * Your 
infamous and infatiable avarice, together with 
your dreadful wickednefs, has ruined ns all.” 
At the fame time, a found efcaped from the 
trembling lips of the judge, which was carried 
in a whifper from mouth to mouth, and at 
length reached the ears of the villain, witł 
thefe terrible words, żż żs the Calipb. 

If vipers, hydra, and all the venomous 
reptiles in the world, had all at once hified in- 
to the ears of Chamama, he could not have 
been more terrified. He fell to the ground 
like a lump of clay, tumbled about, and bit 
the earth in defpair. His tormented con- 
fcience, at one view, prefented to him all lis 
crimes. His nerves were fuddenly contraćted ; 
he became epiłeptic and frantic. * I am con- 
vićted, I am confounded, I die,”* cried he.—He 
was in this dreadful ftate of defpair, when, by 
the orders of Youmis, he was put in chains, 
and dragged to the emir's houfe. 


The 


+ The Caliph's ring was well known to all the principaź 
eficcrs : it wag a kind of fcal, 
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"The good Lelamain obferved the effećt whicA 
the name and ring of her fon-in-law had pro- 
duced, and returned to him, tranquil indeed» 
but ftill more and more aiłonifhed. ** Well,” 
faid fhe, ** the word and the talifimnan have 
here produced their effećt. You have truly a 
terrible name: I fbudder when I think upom 
it. They are all as it were petrified at this 
affair: and as to this worthlefs fellow Cha- 
mama, I don't believe there is an inch of life 
in his body. - You muft, in your time, have 
done a great deal of mifichief to the officers of 
juftice who profecuted you ; feeing you are 
fo much dreaded by them.—Obferve, there is 
no more noife in the ftreet ; and no more lights 
are to be feen. |I could wager they are all 
gone, without inquiring for thofe who might 
be left behind. I fhould not be difpleafed that 
zany things were done for me through love ; 
but Grod keep me from ever infpiring fuch 
terror, for of every thing we muft one day 
give an account.” 


« Yes, good mother,” faid the Caliph, 


<< you mufł give your's alfo; and if there is - 


any punifhment for much fpeaking, it will be 
a very fevere one.” Then drawing near to 
his fpoufe, ** delight of my foul,” faid he, 
** are you recovered from your fright.” ** Ax 
las!” anfwered fhe, * I tremblcd only for 

| gou.” 
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you.” * What charming little words!” faid 
Haroun ; * an angel feems to engrave them on 
my heart, never to be effaced.—bBut, O my 
dear Zutulbe, for you fee I have not forgot 
your pretty name, tell me, is your foul wholly 
at eafe ?”? 

«« No,” replred Zutulbe, ** I feel an emo=< 
tion ftronger than that of fear ; but it gives 
me no pain ; and methinks I wifh to find it in= 
creafe. I feel at the fame time, as it were, a 
light fear 2 

« You are ever the fame,” faid the Caliph . 
« delight of.my future life, fair flower found 
jn a beautiful garden at the dawning of the 
morning” <« Yes, my dear hufband, I was 
found there.” «« Well! but the new blown 
role, adorned with all the pearls of the morn- 
ing dew, fears and defires to be looked upon 
by the luminary of day. Such is my charm- 
ing Zutulbe.” . 

« And fuch is my robber fon-in-law,” faid 
the old womzn with her arms ecro(s, andlook= 
ing on the two lovers), ** who, after having 
left nothing any where elfe, 1s going to be- 
gin here alfo, and fłeal away my child's 
heart. May God, and the great Prophet, 
blefs your union, fuch as it is; it 1s a mar- 
riage at laft : for my part, I have nothing to 
do here, but to put out the candles,” 
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'Haroun Alrafchid, more dilpofed to love 
than he had ever been in his life, undrefied 
Zutulbe himfelf, and the old woman drew the 
curtain on the two. lovers.—Here we will 
leave them, to fee how llamir Youmis exe- 
cuted the orders which he had received. The 
Hlazeb, being invefted by him with the robe 
of the depofed officer of police, and being 
mounted on his horfe, departed along with 
all thofe of the band, in whofe condućt there 
had been nothing worthy of blame. Chama- 
ma, the judge, and four vilains of the fame 
caft with Chamama, loaded with irons, pafled 
the night in the emir's court-yard. At day 
break, the judge was committed to prifon : 
Chamama was led to the next ftreet, and ex= 
pired under the baftinado : his four compa- 
nions, after recelving a pretty fevere handling 
of the fame kind, were carried away half dead 
to a dungeon, and their crime was delcribed by 
the following label: Mfizz/żers of juflice wbo bave 
been guilty of oppre/jion and prevarication in 
tbe exerci/e of tbetr ofice. 

This examplary execution was finifhed be- 
fore Haroun and Zutulbe awaked. The Ca- 
liph arofe : he knew well that Youmis would 
inform Giafar and Mefrour of the night's ada 
venture, and that every thing Was quiet at the 
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pulece ; but bufinefs called him thither, and 
he mulft go. 

The good mother Lelamain had prepared 
a collation, which proved very agreeable to the 
hufband and wife, and with which fome general 
<onverfation was intermixed. ** Grant, hea- 
ven,” faid the old woman, ** that this may be 
the conclufion of our calamities! Never were 
there poorer and more unfortunate women 
than we, after kaving been rich and happy, 
even beyond our wifhes,”” 

ś« What!” faid the Caliph, ** you pofleffed 
riches.; what has deprived you of them ?* 

« Misfortune and Injuftice,”” anfwered Le- 
lamaln. | 

« And did this happen to you at Bagdad?” 
replied the Galiph, full of anxiety. 

« Where could it be elfe,”* anfwered the 
old woman, * fince we have never been out 
of it?” | 

« Can this be, replied the Caliph, undec 
the reign of Haroun Alrafchid ?” 

« Was he not reigning a month ago ?” an- 
Iwered Lelamain. | 

«But they fay,” replied the Caliph, **that 
he is careful to prevent the commifflion of in- 
juftice.”” 

« Yes,” faid Lelamain, * he feverely pu- 
nilhes the injuftice of others, but he eafily par- 
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dons hic own, unlefs we fuppofe that he knows 
not what he does.” 

« You alftonifh me, good mother; you muft 
tell me your ftory ; his name has certainly 
been abufed.”” . 

«« No,” faid Lelamain, ** it has not been 
abufed. It was he himfelf, the wife Haroun, 
the mirror of princes, who committed all the 
injuftice. Still, had he been fatisfied with de- 
priving of our fortune people of our birth and 
ftation, with 'reducing us to that dreadful 
ftate of wretchednefs wherein you found us, 
with forcing me, in fhort, to give my turtle 
. dove to a man like you, to prevent us from 
perifhing with hunger, I could have forgiven 
him : But he has cruelly taken from mea be- 
loved fon, a jewel, whofe equal you cannot 
boaft of, though you pofłefs his fifter Zutulbe. 
He was ftraight as the rufhes of the Nile, and 
"tail as the cedars of Lebanon. He had the 
meeknefs of the lamb, and the innocence of the 
dove. He was like the eagle for attention and 
difpatch in bufinefs, and like the fquirrel for 


activity. He was the Hazeb, and ferved the 


Caliph with, unexampled love, attention, and 
zeal. You would have thought he was bslo- 
ved by the Caliph: but truft not thefe tigers 
of princes. He has condemned him to death, 
and in one moment completed his and our 
ruin. Ah! poor Yemaleddin !” exclalmed the 

the 
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woman at tbis part of her ftory, ** the tyrant 
who pronounced fentente of death on you for 
ą glafs of water, muft himfelf have drunk 
thirty glafles of wine too much.” 

When the Caliph had heard this ftory, he 
began to feel the injuries which he had coma 
mitted. He had himfelf aforded fome leflons 
in his life, but he had never received any ; he 
wifhed to appear blamelefs in his own eyes. 
« [have heard,” faid he, ** of the affair of the 
Hazeb Yemaleddin : there was fomething more 
in it than a glafs of water.” 

« You mean a difh of catazfs? A very 
pretty ftory truly! My fon was too well fed 
at home, to have any liking for fuch trafh: he 
did not know whence the difh came; he gave 
it to the keeper of the quarter.” 

«« But,” faid the Caliph, * there was f(ome- 
thing ftill more ferions in it; he looked up- 
on the woman who drank the water, and the 
law condemns 7 

« Hold; are you going to plead here fot 
the law and the Caliph? Believe me, people 
like you, who do not praćtife the law, can 
not be fuppofed to underftand it. My fon ne- 
ver looked at that woman; the poor young man 
was as innocent as a lamb. But, though he 
had feen her, what then? had he the eyes oć 
a bafilifk? would he have killed her? did 
he know that fhe was anothers wife? Were 
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every man who has accidentally feen a. woman 
tn the ftreets of Bagdad, to have his eyes put 
out, we would meet with none but blind 
people.” : | 

« But it was one of the Caliph's wa. 
men, and he who looks upon them forfeits. 
bis life P 

« Why does he allow them to walk in the 
ftreet, then, if a fword is always fufpended 
over the heads of thofe wha may chance to fee 
them? let him put a label on the forehead of 
thofe whom he ałłows to go abroad, and E 
' promife you they will find neither a man in. 
their way, nor a glafs of water to drink. 

«« But, tell me, you who.are a robber by: 
profeflion (for I cannot fuppofe that you are 
not, fince every body fays fo, and you are. 
purfued as fuch), could you be capable of a. 
cruelty equal to that with which I have a right 
to reproach the commander of the faithful, 
God's vicegerent upon earth ? 

« When you attack people, it is only for 
their money : you do not put them to death, 
but in felf defencę, when they make refiftance; 
you leave them their hands and feet to extri- 
cate them from trouble. Could you butcher 
without mercy the man who had faithfully 





lerved you? 
** Now, you are not fovereigns, but rob-. 
bers: and let me tell you, I am inclined to. 
- be= 


ARABIAN TALES. k. "RA 


_ believe, that out of an equal number, there 
will be found in paradife, a hundred robbers 
for one king ; fince it is impofible to deny 
that Haroun Alrafchid is the moft perfećt of 
all the kings of the earth,” 

The good Lelamain ftopt : it was high time. 
Haroun, ftruck with the truth of what fhe 
had advanced, was quite befide himfelE, 

«« ] perceive you are right, good mother,” 
faid he to her: ** The Caliph has erred: he 
has aHowed himfelf to be carried away by his 
paflion, and nobody is exempted from 1ts power. 
He has not found in all his court a faithfuż 
friend and wife counfellor, who confidered it as 
a duty to ftop him. He is certainly highly: 
blameable, but he is ftill more to be pitied.”” 
(ś« Luckiły, there is no ill done of any con- 

| fjequence. four fon is fill alive ; and, though 
the ruin of your fortune has been completed 
jn a moment, it can, in a moment, be repair- 
ed. I will fet out to the palace, where I have 
fome connećtions ; I will ufe all my influence 
to ferve you, and I promile you that this ve- 
ry day you fhall have your fon'in your arms.” 

« My fon-in-law,” anfwered Lełamain, 

' « you impofe upon us in, this matter, dhe 

_Galiph is not a man whom you can make run 
after you without fhoes; you have not the 
ring which made the cut-throats of the judge of 
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police fall into a fit of convulfion. Forhear" 
intermeddling with the affairs of the great Ha- 
roun Alrafchid, who ruleth over fea.and land, . 
and before whom the ftars: of heaven bow 
down their heads, as the vicar of our great. 
prophet. (Giafar, the Grand Vizier,. would 
not venture to undertake what you mean to 
do.  Remain at peace here, while you are 
allowed to do fo; change your manner of life ; 
ftay with us, and be an honeft man; give 
alms to the poor. (wod is merciful, and will 
pardon you for wliat is pafł :.but if you go 
out, and expofe yourfelf to danger, you will 
kill us with fear. Dehold the eyes of my 
poor Zutulbe, which beg of you a favour for. 
yourfelf; and confider that thefe geugaws of 
gold, filk, and jafper which you leave us,. 
will not have half the value, in our efteem, 
with that which we will łofe by your aban- 
doning us. My fon is innocent; he is under 
the protećtion of heaven ; and though I love 
him more, yet I am lefs afraid for him than. 
for you.” 

The Caliph was melted into tears by this dil 
courfe of Lelamain, which breathed fo much 
affećtion ani religion; hre rofe up, in order to- 
go away. Zutulbe and her mother held him 
by the cloke: ** By the name of God, which 
is written on the golden breaft-plate of the 
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Jewifh high-prieft, we befeech thee, do not 
leave us.” 

Haroun, ftill more affećted, took Lelamain 
by the hand, in a manner full of tendernefs 
and refpećt: ** O my good mother,” faid he 
to her, ** you have given me a treafure in 


the perfon of your amiable daughter ; but you 


have conferred upon me a fłul greater good; 
by the inftrućtion which may be derived from 
the maxims you have given me for the regu- 
lation of nry condućt. Henceforth I vow to 
you the warmeft attachment and the fincereft 
gratitude, of which you will foon receive the 
" moft fignal proofs. But allow me to go out, and 
zntruft to myfelf the care of my own preferv- 


ation : bufinefs which cannot be difpenfed with, 


calls me away. 
« Adieu ! my dear Zutulbe ! I will foon 
fee you again.” So faying, he made his e- 


fcape from them, and got to the palace by the: 


fecret paflages which led to his apartment. 

As foon as he arrived, he drefled himfelf in 
łms robe of ftate, afcended his throne, and afe 
fembled his Vifiers, Emirs, and other minif- 
ters. While each of them was taking his 
place, the forehead of the Caliph refted on 
his hand. 

<< Gruel Galiph !” faid ke to himfelf, * thou 
hait driven headlong into misfortune, an il- 
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luftrious family, whofe rank and fervices en- 
titled them to regard: thou wert on the point 
of imbruing thy hands in the blood of one of 
thy moft faithful fubjećts ; thou ftill allowefż 
a princefs refpećłable for her virtues and mif- 
fortunes, to languifh in a prifon; thou haft 
acted like an odious tyrant, and yet thy court= 
jers extol thee to the fkies! With them thou 
art always the great Haroun Alrafchid ! 

While the Caliph made this melancho= 
ły reficćtion, all the people of the great- 
eft difinćtion in the fłate were profirated be- 
fore him. He beheld, with an air of difcon= 
tent, this deceitful homage; and the adoration 
of the court made him contemptible in his 
own eyes. 

« Rife, I command you,” faid he; * let 
the Hazeb Yemaleddin be taken from prifon, 
and brought hither adorned in the richeił 
robes. | myfelf have examined into the un- 
fortunate affair, for which he was brought 
before me, and am fully convinced of his in- 
'nocenece. |nftead of punifhment, he deferves 
reward: and this day I intend to recompence 
him for the unjuft fafferings to which he has 
been expofed. | 

« You, my vifiers, who now hear me, and 
who know that I am not inacceffible to truth, 
tell me the reafon, fince ycu muft have been 
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better acquainted than I was, with that fub= 
jećt againft whom appearances had prejudic= 
ed me, why there was none ot you who ven- 
tured to undertake his defence, or afk a par= 
don for a man of fuch rank and merit?” 

« Q Caliph,” anfwered the Vifiers, ** re- 
fpećt for you keptus filent.” * I hate,” re- 
plied the Caliph, ** that refpećt which hides 
from me the truth : think not for the future 
of fhewing me fuch refpećt.” The Vifiers 
kifled the earth in token of obedience. 

Yemaleddin now appeared, and profłrated 
himfelf at the foot of the throne. Haroun de- 
fcended from it to put on him the richeft robe 
in the wardrobe of the. palace. * May God. 
preferve your life ! Commander of the Faith- 
ful,” faidthe Hazeb, * fince he has led you 
to look upon me.” 

<< Prince,” faid the Caliph, ** I raife you 
above all the princes of my Empire, and I ap- 
point you my chief emir; go now, and con- 
fole your mother.”  Yemaleddin haftened to 
obey fo agreeable an order. 

He intended to go there on foot, as a pri- 
vate perfon: but a horfe richly caparifoned. 
was waiting for him at the gate, and the Vi- 
fiers were ordered to join the retinue, and at- 
tend him to his houfe. Four horfemen went 
before to announce to Lelamain her fon's ar- 
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rival ; left furprife (hould occafion fome difa- 
greęable event. 

While Yemaleddin was on the road to: his 
houfe, Giafar and Mefrourconducted the young 
princefs of Perfia back to her apartment. Hae 
zoun had oftended her too much, to venture 
to appear before her. She was his wife only 
in virtue of a contraćt which might be brok- 
en. His two confidents were tlierefore charg- 
ed to inform her, that (he was now at liber- 
- ty, and might remain in the palace all her 
life, under the name either of the wife or 
daughter of the Sovereign,'and in the full en- 
 joyment of all the honours connećted with 
fuch a ftation. | 

The princefs of Perfia had confented to give 
her hand to Haroun. She confidered it as a 
great honour to be among the number of the 
women belonging to the Gommander of the 
Faithful: but her heart was free. She felt 
confequently a fecret fatisfaćtion at the pro- 
pofal which was made her. * You behold in 
me,” faid fhe to the confidents of the prince, 
« the fubmiflive, grateful, and refpectful 
daughter of the Gommander of the Faithful.” 

Haroun was delighted with the manner in 
which his propofal had been recetved, and in- 
ftantly formed the defign of marrying his a- 
dopted daughter to the young man whom he 

had 
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had juft now raifed to the firft'dignity among 
the princes and emirs of his empire. 

Yemaleddin's mother and fifter ran to meet 
kim. It was with difficulty he could free 
himfelf from their embraces. After thefe de- 
monftrations of mutual affećtions, equally na- 
tural and well founded, he entered the pavi- 
lion which his mother and fifter occupied, 
and fat down. 

« What houfe is this you are in?” faid he 
to them. ** OQur's was fpoiled and razed to 
the ground : and here I can obferve nothing 
with which I was fermerly acquainted, though 
I am on the very fpot from which I was car- 
ried away about a month ago. I fee, at one 
view, more riches than we ever poflefled.” 

« Alas ! my fon,” replied Lelamain, ** thefe 
very riches are a proof of the depth of mif- 
fortune into which we had fallen. When you 
was torn from hence, every thing was carried a= 
way and deftroyed; they left us neither clothes, 
bread, nor a veflel to go for water: Our fia- 
tion was above working, and I was reduced 
to the neceflity of begging bread for my daugh- 
ter and myfelf. Yelterday there came a man 
to our houfe who afked Zutulbe in marriage, 
and offered eight thoufand fequins for her dow- 
ry. He is tall and well-made, but he is only 
an Arab of the defert ; I fufpelied he was 
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not much worth ; but what could we do, for" 
we had not a fingle ounce of bread in the 
houfe? He propofed that I myfelf fhould go 
for the Cadi, and bring him to draw up the 
contraćt.* At the firft word I fpoke, the Gadi 
ordered me to be carried to bedlam: but 
fuddenly changing his opinion, he treated me 
with a thoufand civilitres, and run here 
after me, without taking time to put on 
his babouches. He had no paper whereon to 
draw up the contraćt : but he tore his faragz, 
wrote it upon it, left us the piece, and there 
jt is with all the writing upon it. He left his 
robe here torn in the manner you behold it, 
and made his efcape without looking behind 
him.” 

« My fon-in-law went out, and in a mou 
ment after, the houfe was filled with ar- 
chitećts, upholfterers, ftone-utters, painters, 
and gilders. We knew not where to turn 
ourfelves. 41 afked them the profeffion of my 
fon-in-law, but could get no anfwer. After 
that came a'coffer, contalaing the dowry; a= 
łong with it fluffs and furniture; and laft of 
all, a fupper that might have ferved a king. 
Al was well hitherto ; but about ten o'clock, 
the judge of the police came with thirty fiam= 
beaus, and a troop of three hundred men, to 
carry off the robber, confidering us as re= 
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śeivers of thieves. They gave us very abu- 
five language, and intended to break open the 
door. : 

« Suddenly our man fell, as it were, from 

heaven, upon the roof of the houfe. He enter- 
ed by the window, eat, drank, rallied, and 
made love, as 1f they had been celebrating his 
praifes at the door. Atlaft, when he wilhed 
to go to bed, and appeared to be wearied with 
the noife, he gawe me a ring, whereon certain 
charaćłers were written. [I opened the door, 
and delivered the talifman tothe judge. They 
were all feized with a terrible panic, and fled : 
we went to ked as quiet as if nothing had hap- 
pened. 
,'** This morning my fon-in-law arofe, and 
we talked of our affairs. He wifhed to take 
the Caliph's part againft us. What think you 
did awild Arab, a chief of robbers (for he cer- 
tainly is one) intermeddle with? But 1 faid 
enough te him about it; and he at length a- 
greed that the Caliph was wrong. Wiat is 
more remarkable, he told me he would go and 
ufe his infuence to fpeak to the Caliph in our 
behalf. 

« This is the protećtor we have got. Still 
however, there is fomething good about him, 
and he has fhewed me that he is fufceptibie of 
amendment : but I do not feel myfelf lefs un- 
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fortunate for having beftowed my daughter on 
a robber, a wretch of his kind.” 

While Yemaleddin's mother was fpeak- 
ing, one caufe of aftonifhment followed up- 
on the back of another. That a robber fhould 
do fo many things openly, and in Bagdad ! 
that he fhould command a Gadi to cóme to 
him, who fhould obey his orders barefooted ! 
that a contract fhould be drawn up on the fkirt 
of a faragi, and the complete monument of 
this extravagance left in the houfe! that an 
„apartmenz which might lodge the Caliph him- 
felf f(hould be furnifhed in one day ! that he 
fhould efcape from the fearch and purfuit 
of three hundred oflicers of jufłice, by a ta- 
lifman ! 

"There was enough in it, in fhort, to con- 
found wiidom herfelf. Sull, however, by the 
fteps which the lieutenant of police had ta- 
ken againft the author ot thefe wonders, it 
appeared evident that the man whom juf- 
tice purfued in a body was undouhted]y a rob- 
ber. 

* Mother,” replied Yemaleddin, ** every 
thing in your relation bears at once the ap- 
pearance of truth and of improbabiity, and 
quite confounds me. But what couid in- 


duce you to give your daughter to a rob- 
ber? 
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« Ah! poverty, povery,” exclaimed Lela- 
man. 

« "This rafcal,”” replied Yemaleddin, ** took 
advantage of your fituation : but, by the favour 
of heaven, it is changed. I amthe head of the. 
family, and as long as I was alive, my fifier 
could not marry without my confent. I have 
both the ław and the Galiph on my fide: and 
I fwear by the Caaba *, that if your vaga- 
bond comes here, I will treat him as he de- 
ferves.” So faying, he laid his hand unon his 
fabre : his eyes fłafhing with fire, terrified the . 
tender and timid Zutulbe. 

« What misfortune !” cried the mother, 
« none ofalł this would have happened if the 
Caliph had done us juftice one day fooner. 
We would not have had the mortification to 
be obliged, in order to procure bread, to give 
her hand to this robber // Bondocani.” 

« What name is that you mentioned, mo- 
ther? repkied Yemaleddin, with a troubled 
atr. 

« [t is my fon-in-law's,” aniwered Lela- 
main, ** Z/ Bondocani, II Bondocani ; have Ł 
faid it enough?” 

« And is it he, who has married my fife 
ter ?”? 


H 2 « Hold 


* The Caaba, or fquare koufe, mentioned in the AL 
coran, 
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„ «6 Hold ; if it is not fufficient to (ay fo, read 
it on the contract: here it is in full letters. (/07- 
traćl of marriage betwcen Zutulbe tbe daugb- 
ter of tbe wzidow Lelamatn, and 1 Bondo- 
cani.”” 

Upon feeing this, Yemaleddin fuddenly 
proftrated himfelf with his face upon the 
earth.  Lelamaln burft into a fit of laugh- 
ing. | 

«« Ia, ha, my brave fon! you boafted well, 
but behold you upon the earth like the reft! 
Draw your fabre now. Well, this name of 
my fon-in-law is a moft valiant name! I am 
very glad I know it. The caravan of Mecca 
js expećted : I will go out to meet it; I will 
pronouncę aloud the name of my fon-in-law 5 
and I will fee India, Armenia, Perfia, E- 
gypt, and Romelia, bend the knee before it. 
I will not grant them even a camel.” 

**« Come, will you keep your face always 
on thc earth? Rufe, my difcouraged lion! 
throw off your fhoes, tear your robe, do a thou- 
jand extravagant things. Your excufe is quite 
ready; you have heard the name which turns 
every body?”s brain. Yet I want the ring 
which has equal influence in another wazy. 
R.ife, then, I command you, in the name of // 
Bordocani.” | 

<« Yes, my mother, I will rife,”* faid Yee 
maleddin, ** at that name to which every thing 
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on earth either bears refpećt, or owes obes 
dience. I will thank the great Author of be- 
ing, for thofe bleflings which he hath confer- 
red upon our family, in giving to my filter for 
a hufband, the wife and magnanimous Ha- 
roun Aulrafchid, the prince of princes, and the 
king of kings: for your fon-in-law // Bondo- 
cant is the Galiph himfelf.”” 

« Ah! wretehed that I am,” exclaimed 
Lelamain, * where fhall I find a cave to hide 
myfelf in? I have told him on your account a 
thoufand enormities concerning himfelf.”? 

« Have vou told him the truth inevery thing?” 
replied Yemaleddin ; ** for though he is above 
'men, he is ftull a man, and one may fpeak ill 
of him.” 

« [ invented nothing,” faid Lelamain, * and 
I onły fpoke of ourfelves.” * Then,” faid 
the young man, ** you fee the ill he intends 
to do you, by what he has done me. Along 
with my liberty, it has procured me the title 
of prince of princes, and the place of chief 
Emir. [It is thus that a great man punilhes 
a difagreeabie, bnt ufeful truth.” 

Scarcely was this converfation ended, when 
Mefrour appeared, and announced the arrival 
of the Caliph. The good mother wifhed to 
conctal herfelf,  Yemaieddin and Zutulbe 
kept her back, each holding hex by one of her 
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hands. ** Come, mother,” faid the young 
prince, ** honour virtue with confidence : the 
.aliph is not a common man.* 

Haroun entered alone, fhining in all the 
pomp: wbich grandeur and richnefs of drefs 
could add to dignity. Lelamain, Yemaled- 
din, and Zutulbe bowed down their fore- 
heads to the earth : the Caliph raifed them up 
one after another, with eagernefs, goodnefs, 
„and affećtion. 

« Madam,” faid he to Lelamain, * your 
fears on my account are a little calmed : and 
I aflure you none ought to remain. I will 
always efteem you as the mother of Zutulbe, 
the fovereign of my heart, and of Yemaled= 
din, a man worthy of my confidence; in fhort, 
as the woman whofe wife admonitions have 
opened my eyes to my faults, which I am 
happy to have jt in my power to correćt. 

« [ flatter myfelf I fhall obtain your for- 
givenefs for all the vexation and grief which 
your fon's difgrace has occaftoned. His palace 
fhall be rebuilt in a ftile fuitable to his new 
dignity ; and, as I intend to draw him near to 
me in every way, I will this day give him for 
a wife, the noble and ainiable defcendent of 
Kaflera Abocheroan, fovereign of Perfia, who, 
jn confequence of my new arrangements, is 
become my adopted daughter, infłead of one 
af. my wives, 
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«« With refpećł to my Zutulbe, who con- 
defcended to caft fome looks of regard upon 
an Arab of the Defert, and to take an affec- 
tionate concern in his intereft, which every 
thing feemed confpiring to defiroy ; fince fhe 
appeared willing to attach herfelf to my for- 
tune, whatever it might be, I hope I offer 
her nothing below her, by calling her to the 
participation of that of the Caliph Haroun.”” 

It is impoflible to defcribe the fatisfaćtion 
which this difcourfe of the Caliph diffufed in 
the hearts of his new family, in ftronger 
terms, than by faying, that Lelamain loft the 
faculty of fpeech. 'Fhe Caliph had ordered 
a litter to be brought for her and her daugh- 
ter. They went into it; and he followed them 
on horfeback, riding in the middle between 
Y emaleddin and Giafar. 

The princefs of Perfia was married the fame 
day to the new favourite. Magnificent feafts, 
and a plentiful diftribution of alms, enabled 
the people to fhare in that happinefs which 
reigned in the palace of the monarch. Ye- 
mraledin carried his fpoufe and his mother to 
his own palace, and, every day, the good 
Lelamain went from the one to the other, in 
a fłately litter, to congratulate her children 
on their good fortune, inftead of reading the 
Adlcoran at the door of the Mofque, and afk- 


ing charity from thofe who were unwilling to 
hear 
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hear her petition. If any of them had heard 
it, there would have been no cry of a won- 
der ; if there had been no cry of a wonder, 
the Całrph would never have run to fee the 
moft ravilhing of beauties, nameły Zutulbe ;. 
Yemaleddin would have been a falfe prophet. 

Heaven, it muft be allowed, direćts every 
event by threads equally flender and imper- 
ceptible to mortal eyes. 

Here Scheherazade ended. ** You have 
finifhed, frfter,”* faid Dinarzade to her ; ** I can- 
not exprefs to you the pleafure which yau 
gave me by deferibing the amorous Caliph, 
leaping through a window, with the confe- 
quence of this adventure.” | | 

« I am happy,” aniwered the beautiful 
Sultanefs, ** that the youthful fallies of this 
renowned Sovereign have given you any plea- 
fure ; but I can (hew him more terioufly oc- 
cupied, in an adventure, wherein he put his 
favourite minifter to very extraordinary trials ; 
and in which, I am perfuaded, he will appear 
to no lefs advantage.” 

Dinarzade fmiled in expećtation of hearing 
this new ftory. The Sultan fignifed, that he 
would. liften to it with pleafure ; and Schehe= 
razade began in thefe words : 
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The Power of Definy; or, Tbe Story of Gia- 
far”s fourney to Damas; containing the ad- 
ventures of Cbebib and kits Family. 


GiAFAR was Grand Vifier to the Caliph Ha- 
roun Alrafchid, and feemed to enjoy the 
friendfhip and confidence of his mafter. This 
favour feemed one day to receive a check, 
fufficient to alarm all Arabia, by whom the 
whole race of the Barmecides, and particular- 
ly Giafar their chief, a Prince of great merit, 
was highly beloved. 

It was then the month of the Rama- 
zan. The Caliph was a fcrupulous obferver 
of fafting, but, wilhing to efcape the weari- 
nefs which it occafioned, he took it into his 
head to go into his Archives, accompanied 
by Gnafar, and Mefrour, the chief 'eunuch, 
He ordered the Vifier to epen the prefs which 
contained the moft valuable manufcripts, in 
expećtation of finding there fome objećt to di- 
vert his attention ; and he caufed give him 
the firft on which the Barmecide laid his 
hands. | 

This 
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This work was the Gzaffer *, the reputa- 
tion of which is well known throughout A- 
rabia. It cannot be underftood without the 
help of calculations; but it contains certain 
prefages of future events. 

Haroun opened the book, read tlie firft 
nages of it, and fuddealy burft into a fit of 
laughing. Inftantly he f(eemed affećted with 
a contrary emotion ; fadnefs, and after that, 
grief appeared to take pofleflion of his mind, 
fo far as to make him fhed tears. This latter 
fenfation feemed to vanifh and give płace to 
"an emotion of joy. The VWifier obferved 
thefe different changes, exprefied his furprife, 
wilhed to know the reafon of them, and ven- 
tured to fignify his curiofity. The Caliph 
quickly put the book into its płace, and, af- 
fuming a grave and fevere air, addrefted Gia- 
far in this very unexpected language: 

«« Leave my prefence; go and find, where 
you can, an anfwer to the queftion you hawe 
now put to me ; appear not before me till you 
are able to give me one. Your life depends 
upon your obedience.” 


Giafar 


* "The Giaffer isan Arabian work, in the library of the 
French King. It is afcribed to a Prince of the race of the 
Barmecides, one of the anceftors of Giafar the Grand Vifi- 


er. It contains predidtions, and is, in fhort, the Noftrada- 
mus of the Arabians. 
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Giafar was afłonifhed at the feverity of the 
order, and the tone in which it was pronoun- 
ced. How coułd he have loft in one mo- 
ment the good graces of his mafter? he, who, 
but a quarter of an hour before, had received 
from him the moft flattering marks of bis 
goodnefs; he who had been admitted to all 
his amufements, as well as to his counfels ; 
he, whom the Caliph had allowed, contraty 
to the cufłom of the Eafł, to converfe in pri- 
vate, and in the greatefłt familiarity, with the 
favourite Zobeide. 

The minifter, overwhelmed with forrow 
and confufion, retired to his houfe, and aban= 
doned hiinfelf to grief; believing his fortune 
for ever ruined, and his life in danger, if he 
mufł give an anfwer to a queftion of which 
he had not the fmalleft idea, and explain faćts 
of which it was impofible for him to con- 
celve even the nature. 

To no purpofe did they ferve up meat to 
him when the hour of fafting was paft ; in 
vaia did he try to fleep, in order to get rid of 
his anxiety. His perturbation, troubie of 
countenance, and deranged habit of body, ex= 
prefled the diiorder of his foul. All this 
could not efcane tne interefted and penetrating 
obfervation of Fatmć his fpoufe. She did e- 
very thing in her power to force ihe fecret 
from him ; but, although connected with him 


by 


96 | ARABIAN TALES. 


by the ties of blood and friendfhip, as well 
as by thofe of marriage, and, notwithftanding 
her claim to his confidence, fhe could not ob- 
tain it. 

Three days had paffed in this fituation, fo 
diftrefling to them both, when Hichia Barme- 
kir, Giafar's father, arrived from the coun- 
try, whitber he had been to fpend a few days. 
Fatmć went to meet him, and commutnicated 
to him her uneafinefs. Hichia entered his 
fon's houfe, afked him the caufe of the grief 
to which he feemed abandoned ; and the in= 
treaties of a father at length prevailed. 

The Vifier omitted no circumfłance which 
had occurred in the archives, nor any of thofe 
mournful refiećtions which his misfortunes 
fuggefted. "The old man received what was 
entrufiecd to him with an air of ferenity. * Be 
calm, my fon,” faid he ; ** have 1 not always 
guarded you zgainft truftimgappearances ; and, 
above all, againft what the vulgar ignorantly 
aferive to fortune? Favour often decelves 
thofe who think they enjoy it; and it alfo a- 
rifes from caufes which would ftem to deftroy 
it. In your cefe, either my judgment de- 
ceives me, or the difgrace into which you 
feem to have fallen, is the introdućtion to 
greater good fortune, 

Fatmć, hearing this proceed from ong who 
was both her father and her uncle, burft into 
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tears of affećtion and joy. ** O venerable fa- 
ther,”” exclaimed (he, ** O thou who art wif- 
dom and goodnefs itfelf! (hew us how we 
fhall get out of this diftrefling fituation.”” 

« Alas!” faid Giafar, ** how can my fa- 
ther tell me what the Calipu read, when he 
referves it as a fecret to himłelft? How is it 
poflible to guefs theanfwer? I faw him change 
fucceflively from joy to grief, and afterwards 
refume a fatisfied air; and I muft tell him 
the reafons of thefe different emotions. It is 
impoflible for me, and mufi be fo to every 
human being.” 

« My fon,” anfwered Hichia, ** the Ca- 
liph has read a chapter of a work renowned 
throughout the earth, of which one of our an- 
ceftors was the author, I mean the Gzafer. 
Fis weeping and laughing in fucceflion muft 
have been occafioned by a predićtion relating 
to fome event decreed in the counfels of hea- 
ven, in the execution of which you mufł aćt 
a part; and which will of itielf furnilh the 
anfwer which is demanded. Your deftiny at 
prefent calls you from Bagdad : You mufl yicld 
yourfelf to it implicitly: You muft, alone and 
unknown, take the road to Damas : There vou 
will fee one wonder on the back of anotlier, 
and faćts themfelves will diicover to you tlis 
fecret, uf fuch importance to your repofe, 23 
well as to yom happinefs and good tortune.” 

VoL. I. | I (siafar 
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Giafar placed the greateft confidence in the 
underfianding and wifdom of his father. He 
took leave ol him and of Fatmć, mounted an 
excellent mule, and, In a difguife in which it 
was impofhible to difcover him, took, with 
the utmoft fecrecy, the road to Damas. 

There was, at that time, in this magnifi- 
cent city, a man of the name of Chebib. He 
was rich, affable, generous and humane, and 
he received, with hofpitality, every ftranger 
whom accident or bufine(s brought to the 
place. His gate, at which much alms were 
every day diitributed, was the refort of the 
needy. He never went abroad, but to fuc- 
cour the afflićtted : His houle was the refuge 
of the unfortunate; and his generous pro- 
tećtion extended itfelf to ail the oppreiled. 

Ata little diftance from the city, he had 
a magnificent garden, abounding in every de- 
light. "The nobles of Damas enjoyed the ufe 
of it along with himfelf: but, while he paid 
them all the attention which was due to them, 
without confounding them with the vulgar, 
he found means alfo to admit this important 
clafs of mankind to all the enjoyments which 
could be granted them ; fo that even the tra- 
veller there met with the moit agrecable re- 
treat. 

To defcribe, in one word more, the cha» 
racter of this extraordinary man, he was .a 
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perfećt diiciple of Mahomet. The great re» 
fort of company to his houfe, and the multi- 
tude of bufinefs wherein he was engaged, ne- 
ver prevented him from difcharging his du- 
ties: equallły aćtive, and frugal of his time, 
he always found fome leilure hours to devote 
to ftudy; he prayed five times a-day; he prac- 
tifed fafłing, and fulflled every duty prefcrib= 
ed by the religion of the prophet. 

Such was the charaćter of Xakem-Tai- 
Chebib, whofe eminent virtues and generofity, 
fiourifhing at Damas like tle rich tuberofe, 
diffufed their grateful odour to the moft dif- 
tant corners of the earth. 

Chebib was in his garden without the city, 
when Giafar pafled by his walls. . This mi- 
nifłęr, ahforhed in thonght, was furprifed to 
hear himfelf accofted by young flaves, elegant- 
ly drefled. 

<< Stranger,” faid they to him, ** it is al. 
moft noon ; the hour of dinner draws near; 
the city is fłill at a confiderable diftance, and 
your mule muft be tired : You yourfelf ought 
likewife, at this time of day, to withdraw 
from the rays of the burning fun. Chebib 
our mafter faw you coming at a dilflance, and 
keżs of you to come and fhare of his hofpita- 
lity, for however fhort a time. He will e- 
fteem it a favour from heaven, to have it 
ia his power to ferve you 1a any thing, 
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nd a kindnefs on your part, if you will be 
fo obliging as accept of his offer. 

So gracious an invitation, given to a fingle 
man like Giafur, appeared to him the be- 
ginninz of thofe wonders which his father had 
foretold.  Befides, as he was to yield himfelf 
entirely to the difpofal of events, he muft not 
refufe an adventure which bore fo favourable 
an appearance. Hle entered, therefore, into 
the houfe of Chebib; and his aftonifhment 
increafed in proportion to the kindnefs, and 
refpećtful attention, with which he was re- 
ceived by the mafier. 

ile was furrounded with a numerous com- 
pany, compofed of all the principal people at 
Damas. A magnificent entertainment was 
ierved up, and water was ptefeunted to every 
perfon in bafoas, and beautiful ewers. But 
thofe with which Giafar was ferved, were of 
gold, and the linen given him to wipe his 
hands with, was very richly embroidered. 
In fhort, at the invitation of Chebib, he oc 
cipied the firft feat at table, and the whole 
company were furprifed at the refpećłful at- 
tention with which a firanger was treated, of 
whom nothing announced the importance, and 
wio feemed to be brought among them only 
by accident, 

1hree hundred and fixty covers were plac- 
ęd upon the table; the rareft and moft noun 
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rifiiing difhes were there collećted. Never 
was there a repaft where more variety was 
joined to fo much magnificence. No where 
was there ever prefented a better aflortment 
of wines, and other liquors fitted to pleafe the 
moft delicate tafte. The air was embalmed 
with perfumes, and the ear was delighted 
with the moft ravilhing mufic, varied with- 
out end. Different kinds of poetry, recit- 
ed betwixt tlie different cour(es, amufed the 
mind, while they waited for the renewal 
of the appetite by the novelty of the difh- 
es. 'lhe princes and grandees of the city of 
Damas, although brought up in the midft of 
delicacy and luxury, were forced to admire 
the order and tafte which were difplayed in 
this elegant profufion; but they could not 
guefs the reaion which led Chebib to indulge 
in it, nor who the ftranger was,.in whole ho- 
nour it leemed to be given. 

Giafar was ftill farther than any of them 
from fufpećting the: caufe of it; tor he had 
many reafons to think that he was totally un- 
known : But Hichia Barmekir_his father had 
prepared bim for meeting at Damas, one won-. 
der upon the back of another; and he confi- 
dered the reception which was then given him 
on the ruad to that city, as intended to fami- 
harize him with occafions of furptize, 
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When the repaft was ended, Chebib tools 
his new guefł afide, and faid to him: ** You 
may be fatigued with your journey ; if it is 
agreeable to you to repofe yourfelf in this 
manfion, confider every thing in it as yOur 
own ; if it is more convenient for you to prv- 
fecute your journey to DDamas, you will there 
find a houfe of which you fhall equally be 
mafter; and if you can poflibly form a wifh 
which your landlord is unable to fatisfy, he 
himfelf will fupply every thing -you may 
want.” 

As Giafar fignified his euriofity to fee the 
city of Damas, which was quite new to him, 
Chebib, having difengaged himfelf from his 0- 
ther guefts, went along with him to the city, 
conducted him to his houfe, placed him in 
his own apartment, where he had moreover 
caufed a bed be fpread of the utmoft magnif- 
cence. 

That hofpitality which entered into circum- 
ftances of fuch delicacy, and which was ob-. 
ferved with fo much candour, franknefs, and 
confidence, excited the admiration of the 
prince. It flrougiy prejudiced Łim in favour 
of his noble and generous landlord. Their 
converfation, wbich was at firfł of a general 
nature, gave him an opportunity of obferv= 
ing, that he pofłefied a mind polifhed by an 
acquaintance with the wozxld, improved by 
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ftudy, and enlightened by experience; that 
he poflefled, in fhort, a found judgment, and 
an excellent heart. One thing, however, af- 
tonifhed him, that a man like him, in the 
flower of his age, and apparently very rich, 
fhould live alone, and without a family, as 
he appeared to do. How could one who was 
fo fcrupulous an obferver of the law in every 
other point, be led to forfake that part of it. 
which enjoined marriage as a duty on people 
of his rank, and pronounced a curfe on thofe 
who voluntarily condemned themfelves to die 
without offspring? He ventured, therefore, | 
but with great circumfpećtion, to enqnire of 
him, if he was married, 

« What makes you fuppofe that I am not?” 
faid Chebib. ** The lodgings you have giv- 
en me,” anfwered the Vifier; ** the folitude 
of your palace, where, for fome days, at the 
arrival of night, I have feen nobody but you 
and myfelf ; the continual attention, moreover, 
which you pay to me and to others, and which 
- smuft neceffarily deprive your family of that 
fnhare which is due to them; in ihort, you 
having arranged matters fo that we are never 
afunder.” 

*«« I cannot do lefs,”” anfwered Chebib, ** to 
fhew myfelf worthy of the good fortune which 
gives me a man like you for my gueft. lItis 
highly proper, that I fhould be always near 
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him to fupply his wants, whatever they are ; 
and I could even lodge him in my heart, if 
he would be fatisfied with fuch a place.” 

Giafar anew difcovered traces of thofe won- 
ders which were predićted by his father, when 
he thus faw himfelf treated with fuch marks 
of diftinćtion. Every thing was lavifhed in 
the houfe where he was, to make his abode 
egually agreeable and convenient. 

Still, notwithiłanding every thing which 
Chebib could do to intereft, amufe, and di- 
vert the illuftrious gueft he had received into 
his houfe, he percelivcd in his countenance 
marks of trouble and uneafinefs, and he wilh- 
ed to know the caufe of them. - | 

The prince, finding him worthy of his con- 
fidence, tpon the firit propofal, thus fpoke : 
« Noble Chebib, you have in your houfe the 
unfortunate Giatar, who 15 banifhed from the 
prefence of his mafłer, the Commander of the 
Faithful, who cannot hope to regain his fa- 
vour, but by fulflling a condition which. is 
impoflible, and who will inevitably lofe his 
lite, if he cannot extricate himfelf from this 
abyfs.”” | 

« Though I never faw you, great prince!” 
anfwered Chebib, ** I knew you perfectly 
when l received you into my houfe; and, 
though I bave carefully concealed the fecret, I 
was not ignorant of the perfon to whom I paid 
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that refpećt which was due to you. I expećt- 
ed you at my country feat, juft when you ap- 
peared.”” 


« And whó,” replied the Barmecide, ** could 
have informed you beforehand of a journey 


no fooner propofed than undertaken, and 
profecuted on my part with too great fpeed to 
allow the news of it to get before me?” 

« [ wilł confefs,”” anfwered Chebib, ** that 
I was informed by very extraordinary means. 
I have in my library a very valuable book» 
with which you muft be acquainted, as it 
came to us from one of your ihuftrious ancef- 
tors; I mean the Gzafer. It can only be o- 
pened at certain times, and you muft fall up- 
on the truth at the firft opening. Whenever 
it isin my power, I fearch in it for inftruc= 
tion, that I may be on my guard againft fue 
ture events. The fecond vołume having fallen 
into my hands, I found in it thefe three letters, 
to wit, GG, B, and V, which are the initials of 
your name. 

*< [n the following pages I obferved num- 
bers which referred to thefe letters, |] calcu- 
lated them by the common cabala, and letrned 
from them, that Giafar, a Barmecide and Vi- 
fier, was called to Damas by a decree of the 
fates, by which he was to accomplilh impor- 
tant adventures of various kinds; and that he 
would come there alone, in difguile, unknown, 
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and at a certain hour. Upon this, moved 
with the refpećt due to your high dignity, 
grateful to heaven, whofe goodnefs had en- 
abled me to difcover this wonder, and tlience— 
forward confidering myfelf as one of its in= 
ftruments with refpećt to you, I went te my 
country houfe, and prepared every thing for 
giving you that reception „which you there 
met with. The grandees of the kingdom, 
who were exprefsly invited to the feaft, might 
be furprifed to fee me pay the honours there- 
of to you, although you appeared to them 
only a common ftranger, who had come thi- 
ther by chance. But they have often feen me 
give the preference at my houfe to a fimple 
dervife ; and, as they know that I refpećt 
ficience above every thing elle, you pafled, 
and ftiil pafs In their opinion for a traveiling 
age. 

« [did not difclol(e myfelf to you during 
the firft days we were together, but waited till- 
my behaviour fkould gain your confidence. 
Now, when you know me, I require yon, in 
the name of zeal, friendlhip, and hofpitality, 
even in the name of God himfelf, who hath 
not brought us together without defign, to 
inform me concerning your adventure.” 

« O Chebib !” faid Giafar, ** although the 
decree which brings me hither, had not or- 
dered me to difclofe myfelf to you without re- 
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ferve, yet the virtues which you have dif- 
played, the friendfhip which you have tefti- 
fied for me, and the force of fympathy, would 
have gatned you my entire confidence. 'This 
book, called the Gza/fer is the caufe of my in. 
credible difgrace, and of my journey hither.” 

The Vifier then related to Chebib every 
thing which had happened in the archives 
with the Caliph, upon occafion of the Gia/er. 
He informed him of the ftrange method which 
was left him to regain that favour which he 
feemed to have loft for ever; and, at the fame 
time, communicated to him the encourage- 
ment which he had received from his father 
Hichia Barmekir, who advifed him to go in- 
ftantly to Damas.” 

« My dear brother!” replied Chebib, 


« confider what has happened to you as no- 
thing. When the decrees of heaven are to be 
executed, the Caliph himfelf is but one of its 
inftruments. MRefign yourfelf beforehand to 
every thing which may happen to you here. 
We cannot efłace a fingle line of what is writ- 
ten in the book of the decrees: our oniy me- 
rit muft be obedience and fubmiffion. I ap- 
prehend nothing difagrecable to you, except 
the torments which you may occafion to your- 
felf by improperly indulging unreafonable 
anxiety, Befides, you fet out alone from Bag- 
dad, and reached my houfe without any acci- 

dent, 
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dent. You have fallen into the arms of 
friendfhip ; and I have been able to give you 
fome kind of information concerning the ob- 
jećt of your coming to IDamas, where the 
fates have conducted you by means of your 
wife father. Hitherto I fee nothing which 
ought to difcourage you.” 

At this difcourfe of Chebib, Giafar felt 
his fears and fufpicrons partly vanifh. Till 


that time, he might apprehend that he was 


the victim of fome intrigue, which, by falfe in- 
finuations had deprived him of the efteem, 
friendlhip, and confidence of his mafter. The 
- reading which tock place in the archives, the 
curicfity which he had fignified, and the order 
to interpret fmiles and tears, of which it was 
impoflible for him to guefs the caufe, might 
have appeared to him a blunt and extraordi- 
nary way of exprefling a difłatisfaćtion, the 
reafons of which it was not wilhed to explain. 
But fince the explanations which he had 
juft now received, and the promifes made 
him by his father Hichia, as every thing ia 


thefe little unravellings appeared to him highly 


wonderful, he was juftified in fuppofing that 
the otuer wonders promifed would ipeedily be 

revealed. 
In confequence of thefe reflećtions, the Vi- 
fier refumed his courage, and yielded himfelf 
2 ta 
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to every thing propofed by hislandlord, for dif- 
fipating his cares. One day he was condućt- 
ed to the public baths, and the next to the 
grand mofque: At another time he took an 
airing on horfeback, both within and without 
the town. Excellent entertainment ; every 
thing which could increafe or diverfify its 
enjoyment; the pleafures of feleć: converfa- 
tion; the amufements to be met with ina 
large city.; in fhort, every thing around him 
confpired to make him forget how heavy time 
hangs on thofe who are impatient for the 
arrival of a happy event on which the re- 
eftablifhment of their good fortune depends. 
Though all thefe means were recurred to, 
wearinefs fłill gaiped ground upon (Griafar. 
Chebib perceived it; and the vifier confefied 
to him, that, being accuftomed often to traverfe 
Bagdad in difguife, he wifhed to enjoy the fame 
fatisfaćtion at JDamas. This defire was not 
oppofed by his friend ; and next day the V1- 
fier alone and difguifed, having previoufly 1n- 
formed them that he would not dine at the 
houfe, began his courfe through the ftreets and 
market places of the city. 
Being arrived at the mofque which is called 
Giameb lilamouć *, he there offered up his 
VoL. I. K con- 


* Giameh Jllamouć is the name of the fineft mofque at Dae 
mas, aud one of the three moft celebrated in the world, 
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confefiions and prayers. Leaving this, he 
found himfelf, after a few turns, oppofite to a 
cook's fhop, which had a fine fhew, and enter- 
ed it to take a repaft. 

Among five or fix perfons whom the fame 
objećt had brought thither, there was a learn- 
ed man, who, fuddenly raifing his voice, in 
the midft of a general converfation, faid with 
a pofitive tone, ** The grand Vifier Giafar 
mufłt certainly be at IDamas the very moment 
I am now fpeaking.” 

« How do you know that?” faid another 
perfon in the fame company. ** I am reader,” 
faid the man who had made the declaration, 
« to Abdelmelec-Ben-Merouan our king: 
twenty-five days ago I opened by his orders, 
the boox of the Gzayfer in his prefence ; you 


know that this, book 1s opened only twice a_ 


year, at the time of the Ramazan, and of the 
Harapbat. On the feventeenth day of the 
Ramazan, we found by calculations, that the 
Barmecide prince was to come hither. The 
caule which brings him is unknown ; but it 
is certain that he is here, and the king has 
not yet been able to get information of the 
place in which he is cónccaled. A magnifi- 
cent apartment in the palace has been pre- 
pared for him ; for, you muft know as welł 
as I, that events foreicen by means of the 
Giaffer muft unavoidably come to pafs.” 
(iafar 


— 
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Giafar hearing this difcourfe, and fearing 
every moment that he would be difcovered, 
went into the cook'*sroom, to pay him, and de- 
part. * You have nothing to pay,” faid the 
eook to him in a low voice, ** on three ac- 
counts ; firft, becaufe you are a prince, and 
that too of the ancient, noble, and brave tribe 
of the Barmecides ; next, becaufe you are lieu- 
tenant to the Galiph Haroun Adlrafchid ; and 
tbirdly, becaufe you are the gueft of Chebib, 
who teaches us generofity by his example, and 
who ferves as a aleć 0 hofpitality to the 
whole earth. When the thunder, agitating 
the clouds, caufes rain, accompanied with 
plenty, to defcend upon our fields parched by 
the fouth wind, it only imitates the benefi- 
cence of Chebib. Do not be alarmed that 
your being here is known to Chebib and me; 
the very marner of our knowing it is a fecu- 
rity for owr difcretion. I will explain to 
you the fource whence we have drawn our in- 
formation.” 

The cook then took a book out of a locked 


| prefs, and fhewed Giafar the title. It was 


the third book of the Gzafer: ** here,” faid he, 
I learned that this very day you was to dine 
with me.” 

The Vifier, on hearing this difeourfe of the 
cook, perceived his father Hichia*s predic- 
tions more and more verified ; and wondetrs, fo 
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to fpeak, heaped upon wonders. One more won- 
der ot this kind was neceflary to convince him 
that he was really conducted to Damas by a 
decree, the power of which obliged the Ca- 
l:ph to deprive himfelf even of the prefence of 
his moft ufeful minifter, and of the com- 
pany of the man who was mofł agreeable to 
him. | 

On a following day, the prince of the Bara 
mecides, in one of his excurfions, as it was 
exceedingly hot, was led to go into a fhop 
where all kinds of refrefhments were fold. 
He fat down, and called for a glafs of /axa- 
mas *. | | 

He was not the only perfon whom the fame. 
defire had brought thither. 'lhbe mafter of 
the fhop took him by the hand, and per- 
fuaded him with a myfterious air to go into 
the back fhop. * Prince,” faid he to him 
when they were alone, .** you are not in your 
proper place; there has been a feparate room. 
prepared for you here for fome time. Every 
thing is there ready, as fąr as can be expedt- 
ed at the houfe of a private individual of my: 
flation, for fervipg a prince of your race, the 
grand Vilier of the empire, and the chief fa- 
vourite of the Gommander of the Faith 


ful.” ! 
Giafac. 


'* Laxamas is a lignor extracted from the fubftance ef. 
dricd raifins, with which perfumes are mixed, 
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Giafar permitted the feller of lemonade 
to conduct him into this apartment, where he 
was feated on an elevated fopha, furrounded 
on all fides with vafes of porcelain full of 
beautiful flowers. Fhree beautiful youths, 
dreffed with an uncommon but fimple ele- 
gance, attended round the fopha ; ** my chil- 
dren,” faid the feller of lemonade to them, 
«« behold your prince and mine, whofe arri- 
val here was foretold by our ancient prow 
phets in the books which they have left us. 
Serve him with all the attention you are able, 
and with the refpećt which he deferves.” 

The young men immediately placed a table 
of fandal-wood before the Vifier, and prefent- 


ed him, on their knees, with the /laxamas 


which he had całled for ; one of them filled a 
pot with perfumes, whofe odorous vapours 
mingled with thofe of the flowers which al- 
ready embalmed the apartment. (Giafar be. 
held, with delight, thefe young fhoots of his 
own tribe, bufied around him, and then ar- 
ranging themfelves by the fide of their father, 
as if to feek a fhelter. Itis thus that three 
young fprigs, taken from a branch of the tba- 
marena *, grow up under the fhade of the 


K 3 prine 


* The tbamarena is a beautiful tree, whofe fmall yellow 


fłowers form charming garlands, and emit a very fweet 
fmeil. 
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principal trunk, put forth their leaves and: 
flowers, and prepare ornaments, and an ina 
creafe of finery for the young beauties of the 
eaft. 

Refłećtion on his fituat'on, and a moment of 
regret at his paft fortune, drew a-figh from 
the Barmecide. ** Alas!” faid he to him» 
felf, ** when I was in favour, and had it ia 
my power to protećłt my whole tribe, how 
'happy would I have been to have met with 
this pretty family, and taken them to live 
with me ?” 

After making this reflećtion, which was. 
fomewhat too mournful, he gave each of ' the- 
young men fifty pieces of gołd, and intended. 
to pay as nobly for the /axamas, which he had 
recelved. | 

« You owe nothing here, prince” faid the' 
feller of lemonade; ** the houfe and its land- 
lord arę your own. You are of our tribe ; you. 
'are our prince, our fłandard, and our light, 
the friend of the great Caliph Haroun, and the 
gueft of the generous Chebib, in honour of 
whom fo many lamps burn under the dome of 


Coubet- 


imell. "The dried leaves are reduced to powder, which. 
bas an excellent fcent, and which the women of the Eaft: 
wear upon their hair. A colour alfo is extracted from it;. 
with which they ftain their arms and legs, 


ARABIAN TALES. TI5 


€oubet-il- Na/fer +. _ Behold this cełebrated 
dome ; count the lamps which have been fix- 
ed in it, fince the great Haroun Alrafchid him= 
felf fet the example. All thofe who have 
been partakers of the kindnefs and hofpitality 
of Chebib, and there are fovereigns among the 
number, have acquired honour by teftifying 
their gratitude by an oftenfible and lafting mo= 
nument. ! 
« Thus, while the moon rifes to comfort the 
earth with her foft rays, for the abfence of 
the [un”s beams, 1f an eclipfe deprives us of 
her light, or a cloud obfcures her fhining, 
the people: of Damas have onły to turn their 
eyes towards QCoubet-il-Nafier. The lamps 
which gratitude hath there lighted up, replace 
the ftars of night, and ineefłantly difplay the 
generofity of Chebib.”* a 
Giafar felt real pleafure in heating his vir- 
tuons and magnificent landlord fo highly ex- 
tolled. He conceived, at the fame time, that 
the man who made fuch an eulogium on him, 
muft himfelf be, in every refpećt, above the 
profeflion of a feller of lemonade. Know- 
ledge and virtue are confined to no ftation of 


life : 


+ Coubet-il- Na/fer was a dome placed on the top of a moun- 
tain at Damas. 'This piece of curiofity attracted the at- 
tention of the Caliph, who had gone there in difguife, in a: 


journey which .he formerly made to that city, | 
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life: Giafar, however, tefłified fome eurio= 
fity to know how the mafłer of the houfe 
he was in, could be fo accurately informed of. 
his refidence at DDamas, and of the precife hour 
when he was to come to his houfe to refrefh 
himfelf. | 

| The anfwer was, that it was by the ftudy 
of the Gzafer, at openmg the fourth book. 
The feller of lemonade fhewed him the note,. 
which, after calculating, he had extracted 
from it. ! 

The Vifier finifhed his travels through the 
city, and returned to his landlord's houfe with 
an air of fatisfaćtion, from which the latter' 
drew a favourable omen. He was bufy in: 
making the prince quit his difguife, and cauf= 
ed him be ferved with coffee, liquors, and e- 
very thing which, while they waited for the. 
evening's repafł, could make up the fatigues 
of the day. 

A delicious and plentiful fupper, to which 
perfumes and mufic gave an increafe of de- 
light, concluded thefe flattering attentions. 
Giafar, having eat with a better appetite than 
common, and having affeltionately embraced 
his entertainer, went to bed, with the refolu- 
tion of next day renewing his walks through: 
" Damas, that he might there difcover the fteps 
in which heaven had decreed him to walk. 


He 
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| He pafled a good night : when it was fcarce- 

ly day, he refumed the drefs in which he was 

wont to feek for adventures, and, taking leave 

of his landlord till the evening, fet out on his 
journey. 

Chance conducted the Vifier to the banks 
of the river Abana. A poor fifherman was 
cafting a net, and had hauled it feveral times, 

| but got nothing. After three or four attempts, 
of which Giafar was a witnefs, the poor man, 
while he wrung his net, in order to prefs the 
water out of it, fpoke fo as to be heard. 

« What ihall become of us? I bave a wife, 
three boys, and four girls : We have no bread, 
and, for thefe two days, not a fi(h has come 
into my net. O my God! I call upon you. 
in the name of your great prophet ; but I am 
far from him. I behold from hence the dome 

„of Coubet-il-Na/jer, which always fhines with 
the generofity of your fervant Chebib. I am 
ftill encouraged to caft my net, in the name 

( of one whofe reputation for goodnefs is fpreal 
over the whole earth, and who has found fa- 
vour in your fight.” 

Having fpoken thefe words, the fifherman 
prepared his net, turned his eyes towards hea- 
ven, and exclaimed, * In the name of the 
twelve brighteft lamps which are lighted in 

4 honour of Chebib, in the dome of Coubet-i/u 

Nafjer ; in the name of Chebib, and of the 

| | twelve 
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twelve ftars companions of our great prophet, 
which have fettled on the houfe of the fervant 
of God at Damas, to honour with their coun- 
tenance, his bkeneficence, and generofity, E 
now caft my net. O my God! may the vir- 
tue attached to his name, whom thou haft 
chofen to reflećt thy image upon earth, come 
to the fuccour of the needy !? 

While he finifhed this addrefs to heaven, the 
fifherman again repeated in a louder voiee ; 
*« [n the name of Chebib !'” and caft his net. 

It is eafy to conceive, from the friendfhip: 
which Giafar entertained for Chebib, with 
what attention he followed the throw of the 
net, to eXamine the fuccefs. It was com 
plete. 

The fifherman, deceived by the weight, be- 
lieved at firft that fome branches concealed at 
the bottom of the water had entangled the 
mefhes : but he foon obferved the fifhes ftrug- 
gling within it, and he muft not hazard the 
breaking of the net. 

The proprietor of this little fortune, in or- 
der to fecure it, tied the rope which held the 
net, to the trunk of a tree at the water edge, 
ftripped himfelf, and went into the river. He 
was then able to bring to land his whole prize, 
which aftonifhed Giafar with the number and 
quality of fifhes of every kind of which it was. 
gompofed. While he congratulated the fifh- 

erman. 
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erman on his fuccefs, he afifted him, with 
pleafure, in difentangling the net from its 
great load ; and, admiring the wonder which 
had been wrought in the name of Chebib, he 
inquired of the man who that Chebib was, 
whofe name he had invoked with fo much fuc- 
cefs. 

« Are you then wholly a ftranger on the 
earth,” anfwered the fifherman, * that you 
know not the generous Chebib? The very 
birds of paflage, whom he has fed with his 
hand, have fpread the reputation of his bene- 
ficence from one region to another. He is the 
fon of Ghebib, and grandfon of that Chebib 
who aflifted the great Omar in the conqueft of 
Damas, and who afterwards entertalned the 
Caliph and his army for three days. 

<< Omar, grateful for his fervices, brought 
him to Damas, built him a magnificent dwell- 
ing, and imprinted the mark of his vićtorious 
hand on one of the piłafters which fupport the 
entablature of the door of his palace. This 
glorious mark ftill exifts, and every true muf- 
fulman beholds it with refpećt. 

<< "The Caliph Haroun, having come to Da- 
mas, honoured Chebib with the fame favour, 
by imprinting his hand on the oppofite pi- 
lafter. | 

<< Qpen your eyes, and behold thefe won- 
ders. They Aill exift, and fee how heaven 
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und its favourites have 'concurred to confirm 
the glory of thefe great men. 

« "The prefent Caliph has gone farther; he 
has caufed his name, which you can read, be 
written in letters of gold, and incruftated with 
marble.” 

Praifing Chebib was flattering Giafar. He 
was how fully convinced, that deftiny, by 
condućting him to the houfe of fo valuable a 
man, was preparing for him happy events in 
future life. Hlowever, to be farther aflured 
of the nature of that influence which then pre- 
fided over his fortune, he thought of another 
method of trying his fate. | 

While the fifherman was wringing and dry- 
ing his net, he thus fpoke to him: ** You 
have juft now convinced me, that this Che= 
bib is a man efteemed by heaven, fince you 
have fucceeded fo well in his name. I am 
anxious about the fortune of a man with whom 
mine is connected, and wifh you would do me 
the favour to caft the net once more in his 
name.” 

« Brother,” replied the ifherman, ** it is not 
prudent to weary heaven : it has already given 
me a plentiful draeght of fifhes; and I know 
not how they are to be carried to my houfe. I 
muft go and fell them in order to buy bread ; 
for I left nothing at home but water for ablu- 
tions, andl have no time to lofe. If I caft my 

net 
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net to no. parpofe, my famiły will fuffer by 
jt; if I fucceed, how fhall I be able to carry 
away more than a load of them?” 

« Y:ou-cannot lofe your time,” faid Giafar, 
<< for I will make you amends for it; and 
you fhall not fink under your burden, for I 
will afift you in fupportiug the load,” 

« [n that cafe;” replied the fifherman ;** as I 
hazard nothing by obliging you, I will do it 
with pleafure. Tell me the name in which 
you wifh me once more to try my fortune.” 
« Jtis Gim, Be, QOuaou *,” faid Grafar. 

The fifherman pronounced the name, and 
threw in the net, which both of them were 
obliged to hold -on account of the draught. 
The old man, quite overjoyed, went Into the 
river, and, with the aflifłance of Giafar, drew 
out on the fand the largeft draught of fifhes 
which had ever been taken in the river Aba- 
na. 

When the fifhes were brought afhore, the 
fifherman, while putting on his clothes, pro- 
nounced in a low tone of voice, Gsm, Be, 
Quaou, the - name which ke had jaft now em- 
ployed. He caufed the vifier again repeat it 
to him, then took his flick, and began to trace 
figures and make calculations on the fand. 
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* Gim, Be, Duaou, is the manner of pronoucing the lettere 
G, B, V, when they fpell the Arabic alpha bet, 
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Fvery moment he appeared aftonifhed at the 
product of his labour, and, when it was finifh- 
ed, he returned to the prince. 

<« Tt only remains,” faid he to him, * in 
order to exhauft the river of fifkes, to caft 
"the net in the name of the Caliph Haroun 
Alrafchid ; for I have caft it in the name 
of Chebib, and you have made me try my 
fortune upon the ftar of the great prince 
of the Barmecides, the Vifier of Vihiers, and 
the principal favourite of the Commander of 
the Faithful. And how could you feem anx- 
. ious about the fate of tke fortunate Giafar? 
How much would you be encouraged, if yoti 
were acquainted with our books! The prince 
of the Barmecides, 1f we may judge by the 
conjunćtion of the ftar of Chebib's houfe with 
his, mufł, at this very moment, be the gueft 
of Chebib at Damas. If the great Barmekir, 
the chief of the houfe of Giafar, aflifted our 
Great Prophet in the conqueft of Bagdad, O- 
mar was indehted to Chebib's grandfather for 
that of Damas. Perhaps thefe two powerful 
families are now to be united, in order to 
fecure the continuance of the empire, as they 
havs already contributed to its increafe. Thefe 
are events which the fates accomplifh by means 
incomprehenfible to us. But let not man be 
proud, when the powers on bigh feem to be 


put 
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put ia motion for his fake ; rather let him 
rejoice in being their inftrument.”. 

Giafar was much more aftonifhed to find fo 
much learning and depth of knowledge in a 
man of the loweft clafs, than he had been at 
the houfe of the cook and feller of lemona 
ade. This fage had no library but the firma- 
ment of heaven, and no port-folio but the faund 
under his feet. 

The fifhes which had been taken, were now 
to be difpoled of. Giafar called to mind the 
goodnefs of Chebib towards every thing in 
nature which was polflefled of life. ** Bros 
ther,” faid he to the filherman, * you have, 
without intending it, given megreat fatisfaction 
jn many refpećts. Nobody has greater love or 
Tegard for the generous Chebib than I have; 
and it is impoflible to be more interefted than I 
am in the fate ofthe prince of the Barmecides. 
Nobody takes greater pleafure in honouring 
virtue and knowledge in that clafs of men 
among whom you was born. I fhould even 
like to fee it (hine with a brightnefs fuficient 
to awaken the emulation of thofe who thinlz 
their rank or fortune makes it unneceffary 
for them to be diftingifhed by merit of any 
kind. |] am richer than might be fuppofed 
from my drefs.: Grant me the fatisfaćtion of 
having it in my power to put your numerous 
family in eafy circumftances, and accept thefe 

L 2 two: 
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two handred pieces of gold. Pick out what» 
ever of thefe filhes rnay pleafe your family, 
and let the remainder, which have been takerm 
in the name of Chebib and Giafar, be fetat lia 
berty in the name of Chebib alone, that they 
may no longer be mute in publifhing the praife3 
of that generous man, even in the bottom of 
the waters,” 

«« I wit not keep a fingle oneof them, O 
1cey prince ! cried the old man in an ecfiacy of 
joy; I was acquainted with the name of Gia. 
far, and knew fomething of his high defłinies. 
His virtues could not but difcover to me his 
perfon,and I fall nowat his feet—No, there fhaił 
no being be unhappy by any deed of mine, 
on a day fo fertunate: All thefe fifhes fhall 
be reftored to the element from which they 
were taken. 

« Go,” faid he to them, in a kindof traq= 
fport, ** recover firength and courage, traverle 
tlie feas from fouth to north, and make known 
tbat Chebib and Giafar, united on the earth, 
do there exhibit an example of every virtue, 
and promote the work begun by our Great 
Prophet. May tle report of this union 
reach even unto Leviathan *, and make him 
tremble on.his throne.” 


The 


* According to the Arabians, there are devils-in the fea, 


as well as on the land, and Leviathan is the prince of the: 
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The Vifier left the fifherman, wilhing him 
all the bleflings which can attend virtue, and. 
the glory which is the reward of labours un- 
dertaken for the good of mankind. They 
parted at length, as if they had been long ac- 
quainted. 

The time of taking a repaft drew near. 
Giafar had keen engaged in violent exercife, 
and went to the houfe of his trufty cook. 
He dinęd there, but met with nothing to 
gratify his curiofity and tafte for the marvel- 
łous, or give him any information concerning 
the work to which he was called by the fates. 

He pafled through a market-place, at one. 
corner of which was the moft confiderable cof= 
fee-houfe at Damas, called ZZ Manacie. A 
fmall branch of a river pafied through and 
embellilhed. its garden. Here Giafar fat down 
upon a marble fopha. 'LIhis feat was placed 
at the back of an arbour, covered with a. 
well-fpread vine, which formed a fummer-. 
houfe. . | 

Scarcely had he taken his coffee, when three. 
dervifes entered, without any previous con- 
eert, through three openings in the fummer- 
houfe, which was fhut only on the fide againft 
which the marble fopha leaned. (Giafar ob 
ferved, through the leaves and branches, the 
aftonifhment of the three dervifes, who were 

L3 firangers 
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itrangers to one another, and whofe fteps had 
łed them by oppofite entrances, to the fame 
place, at the very fame inftant of time. They 
faluted one another; fat -down, and remained 
filent, whiile they were taking. their coffee: 
but mutual curiofity prefled them to come to 
an explanation concerning a meeting of fo 
extraordinary a nature. [he oldeft, at laft, 
fpoke thus : 

*« Brothers, does it not appear to you 
very extraordinary that chance fhould thus 
have brought us together in this place? There 
muft be fome myftery in the cafe. Our fłaa 
tion, which puts ns, wliatever we are, up- 
on a footing of Equality, entitles us to fpeakt 
freely ; let us therefore communicate to one 
another the defign of our coming hither:. 


That you may be induced to conceal nothing 


from me in your ftory, I fhall relate my 

own. 
<« Although I am now, by the grace of 
God, a Mahometan, I was born in China, in 
thie city of Kanko, and defcended from a rich 
*amily, who were worfhippers of Kahihu. 
From every thing which my parents told me, 
>n their Infirućtions, I concluded, that our an= 
ceitors had deified one or more men, and I wifh- 
eq to find out that God by whom I myfelf and 
any friends were made, that I might.ferve and 
adore him, A defire in my friends to fettle me in 
tie 
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the bBonds of wedlock, added to the embaraff- 
ment of my mind on this important fubjećt. 
For my part, being long perfuaded-that a man 
©ught to enter into no enjoyment, without 
knowing himfelf, and allow or deny himfelf 
no engagement without inquiring into the olb- 
jećt thereof, I determined to leave my fax 
ther's houfe, and travel through China in 
queft of that information which I was anxious 
to obtain. 

«« It was eafy for me to collećt in gold and 
jewels what was neceflary for the expences of 
my journey. | went from province to pro 
viqce, inquiring into the worfhip which was 
there paid to the divinity, and examining the 
reafons of it. Some worfhipped idols made 
with men”s hands ; others paid homage to a 
calf, or fome more ridiculous objećt. _They 
all wifhed to perfuade me to adopt their man< 
ner of thinking ; while I plainly faw, that to 
bow down before ones own work, was a 
mark of the greateft weaknefs, and that he 
muft be worle than a madman who could bee 
lieve, that the fyftem of the univerfe, confłi- 
tuted as we behold it, proceeded from the 
head of a calf. Laftly, l found fome who 
worihipped the fun. As this luminary enli- 
vens every thing with his heat, if he did not 
appear to be God, I thought he might at leaft 
pafs for a tolerable image of him. But my 
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thirft for travelling having led me to places _ 


where his infiuence ceafed to be felt, I faw 
that in him alfo there was fill fomething 


wanting to make up the complete idea of God.. 


« Returning the way I had gone, I entered 
the city Damgad, and took up my lodgings 
in the quarter allotted to ftrangers. I was 
there familiarly.converfing with a man whofe. 
humour and principles feemed to agree with 
my own, when another came up and accofted 
him: What!” faid the man who was with 
me, ** you are in this city then; wherę do 
you lodge?* ** I lodge,” replied the man. 
lately arrived, ** at the houfe of Tantour- 
KŃous-Kam, the moft refpećłed man in China, 
for a virtue which is very feldom praćtifed. 
there, I mean hofpitality. He is fo chari- 
table, that they fay he fupports more than 
a thoufand people every day. As I was a 
ftranger at Damgad, I went to the hole of. 
Kous-Kam, making ufe of the name of Che- 
bib of Damas: and, at this name, my land- 
lord, 1if he had been able, would have poured 
down on me dew of pearls. lt was at the 
houfe of Chebib of Damas that Tantouc- Kous= 
Kam received leflons of generofity, and of the 
exercife of hofpitality. 

« Are you well acquainted with this 
Chebib ?” faid I. © I have been his gueft 
twice,” anfwered he; ** whoęver has not feen 


Chebib. 
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Chebib of Damas praćtife thefe virtnes, has 
no conception of them. They procure him 
the refpećt and love of alł around him; and 
his reputation is fo widely ipread, that it 
is faid the birds of heaven every where form: 
concerts in his praife. I myfelf have been 
ax witnefs of the love they bear him, and of 
the grateful attention and regard which he 
beftows upon thefe creatures. 

«« One day, while I was at his houfe, an 
zbis * uttered piercing cries, flying round a 
pavilion in his garden, where he was ufed to 
go and enjoy repofe for a few hours during 
the great heats. His flaves, wearied with its 
eries, wilhed to fhoot it with an arrow ; but 
Chebib oppofed this, and opened one of the 
windows of the pavilion. The bird came in, 
and uttered new cries ftill more piercing, op= 
pofite to a great fopha on which Chebib was 
accuftomed to fleep. He ordered the furni- 
ture to be lifted up with care, ufing the fame 
precautions with refpećt to.the tapiftry. They 
found under it an enormous ferpent which 
had got in by a fubterraneous hole. Che- 
bib prevented the flaves from killing it, and 
ordered the animal to retire into its hole. 
lt obeyed ; and he was perfećtly fatisfied, to 


prevent, 


* The ;bis, a fpecies of ftork, is a bird very common io 
the Eaft.. 
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prevent, by fhutting up the hole, its return 
into the pavilion. 

« I liftened with avidity tó this ftory, and 
immediately took my refolution : ** Good ac- 
tions,”” faid I to myfelf, ** can only proceed 
from good principles: truth is the only ba- 
fis of virtue : I will therefore go and feek it 
with Chebib,”* 

« I fet out for Damas, and came to find the 
fage whofe acquaintance I was ambitious to 
obtain. Scarcely had I entered the city, when 
a flave came to invite me to honour his ma- 
fter'*s houfe with my prefence. I was conducted 
to the houfe of the very man whom I fought. 
His excellent leflons made me wifh to become 
a Mahometan ; and foon after I aflumed the 
habit of a dervife. I never let three years 
pafs without coming to Damas. My love of 
retirement makes me prefer ftaying at his 
country houfe; and he is pleafed to let me en- 
joy it. We have our times for meeting one an- 
other, and this day I came to fee him.” | 

When the firft and eldeft of the three der= 
vijes had done ipeaking, the fecond began. 
«« You will fee, my, brothers, that it cannot be 
without fome fort of defign, whatever it is, 
that deftiny has brought us together ; for I am 
an admirer and difciple of the fame Chebib o£ 
whom I have jufł now heard, and have this mo- 
ment come to Damas to claim his hofpitality. I 
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was born in India, of a powerful family, who 
enjoyed every blefling of profperity, But I 
learned very early that this appearance is de- 
ceitful, and that there is fomething elfe to be 
fought after befides pretended enjoyments, 
which occafion more trouble than they give 
fatisfaGtion. I wifhed to travel for inftruce 
tion, and left my father”s houfe. 

« I was pafling one day through the ftreets 
of Surat near the great Pagoda. A blind man 
had been afking alms to no purpofe ever fince 
morning ; and, in defpair at not having found 
one compaflionate foul, abandoned himfelf to 
grief. Being prefled with want, he fuddenly 
burft into tears, and exclaimed, ** whoever 
you are who pafs by me, if not in the name 
of God, give me alms in the name of Chebib 
of Damas.” 

« Atthis name, which I had never before 
beard, I felt an uncommon emotion, and was 


anxious to know why the blind man feemedto 


make it his laft refort. | went up to him, ż 
and, after putting two pieces of gold into his 
hand, ** Brother,” faid I, ** what man is that 
whofe name you have jufł now mentioned ?” 
« He is,” anfwered he, ** a pattern to all 
thofe who wilh good to their fellow men. His 
generofity fhines abroad, to roufe to imitation 
thofe wlio behold him, and to render inexcuf. 
able thofe who fhut their eyes and ears againft 
the 
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the tears and cries ofthe unfortunate. It is alfa 
concealed, in order to relieve from the burden 
of gratitude, thofe whom he might oblige by 
facrifices which might appear too burdenfome 
to him. Such is his beqeficence, that not a 
fingle being has approached him, who has not 
felt its effećts.”” 

«« Upon this reprefentation of the blind 
man, I could not refift the ftrong defre I 
had of coming to lDamas, in order to become 
acquainted with a man who had been an- 
nounced to me in a manner fo very extra- 
ordinary. Being arrived at this great city, 
I found it eafy to gain accefs to him. [I 
abjured before him the extravagant worfhip 
of Brama, Witfnou, and Rutren, and took 
che habit of a dervife. 

« T will conclude with mentioning a circum= 
flance in his charaćter which agrees with that 
refpećting the ferpent which you have now 
related. The King kept a. lion of an enor- 
mous fize, in an iron cage, at one of the 
gates of the palace.  Chebib never pafied by 
the animal, without beftowing on him fome 
marks of his friendfhip, and of -that difpofi- 
tion which he poflefled, to make every thing 
happy which lived upon the earth. 

<«« One day, through the fault of the keeper, 
this terrible animal, who had been ill treated, 
made his efcape. He was committing moft 

3 dread= 
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dieadful ravages both in the city and coum- 
try, when Chebib fell in with him. At 
the fight of his daily benefaćtor, the fierce 
animal grew calm and gentle, and allów= 
ed himfelf to be condućted by him to his 
cage, as if he had been the tamefł creature in 
the worid.” 

The fecond dervife thus concluded the re- 
cital of his adventures, and induced the third 
to difclofe with ćqual confidence the motive of 
his journey. FHle did fo without being afked, 
wondering how they had all three met toge- 
ther at Damas, for the fake of the fame man. 
his one was born a Mahometan, and had 
become a dervife before he knew Chebib: 
But he declared that he was indebted to him 
for much information concerning the nature 
and extent of man's duty upon earth; and 
that, if he taught the rich by his example, to 
make a noble and rational ufe of their wealth, 
he alfo fhewed the poor how to find refources 
in their inferior fłation. 

« Brothers,” added he, ** you have told 
rne of his beneficence to the animals; let me 
add, it extends even to the plants. When- 
ever he takes a walk in his garden, he waters 
thofe which are parched, railfes up thofe which 
are broken down, and gives fupport to thofe 
which woułd be forced to creep on the ground, 
tle would never allow the water at bis houfe te 
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be confined and forced to fły Into the air; he 
wifhed that it fhould be allowed to follow its 
natural currczt; in one word, he is'the friend 


„Aż 


ofall nature.” 
When the third dervife had finifhed his re- 


lation, the firft again fpoke thus: ** The fiar 
of the man of whom we have been fpeaking» 
is vety ftrong; but though 1t has drawn us 
to it almoft irreffibly, I am of opinion, that 
-we are at this moment ruled by another fill 
more powerful conftellation. We travelled in 
the name of Chebib, and we are afilembled 
here in-the name of G. B. V. of which I 
know no more but the letters I have mention- 
ed. | | ! 

« Brothers, we are prepared by books, but 
we are infirućted by events. Let us wait pa- 
tiently for thofe which are to give us infor- 
mation concerning that fingular accident which 
has this day brought us together.” 

Thus ended the converfation ; and the three 
devotees rote up and left the garden and the 
coftechoufe, 

It may eafily be believed that Giafar loft 
not a word of this difcourfe. It would have 


been highly iInterefling to him, though it had . 


contained nothing but the praifes of. his land- 
lord and friend Chebib. But his attention 
was much more awakened, when he heard 


the oldeft of the dervifes fay, that he and his 
| | bros 
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brothers appeared to be affembled in a name, 
whofe ftar ruled that of Chebib himfelf; and 
there could be no doubt but this name was his 
own. 

The prince did not give himfelf up to any 
emotion of pride; he had too high an idea of 
virtue to be wholly fatisfied with his own, 
The ftar of Chebib mult be more brilliant 
than his in heaven; but that of the lieutea 
nant of the Galiph might prevail upon earth, 
where virtue does not confer power and 
crowns. 

In the mean time, the Vifier, by refłecting 
on what was wonderful in the accident which 
had brought t the three dervifes together, that 
they niight hold a convetfation fo nearly con- 
nećted with bis own fituation, felt himfelf 
reaniinated. ię concluded from it at leaft, 
that he bad not lolt the favour of the Galiph 
fo much as he formerly had reafon to believe: 


«For, in the decrees of Heaven, he always was 


Vifier, as was denoted by the three letters 
G. B. V. fpoken of by the dervife. - 

He went back to his landlord's houfe, and 
appeared fatisfied with tlie different objects 
which he had feen through the day, with- 
out entering into the particulars of an adven- 
ture which might hurt the modefly of Che- 
bip. 
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The Vifier, fubmiflive to the influence of” 


his ftar, the aćtivity of which had been fo. 
well marked out to him, determined to remain, 
concealed, that he might not thwart its effećt 
by any aćt of imprudence. Befides, as the 
fireets of Damas had been a great fource of in- 
formation to him, he mulft not renounce the 
pleafure of walking in them, nor difregard the 
precautioa of difguiing himfelf fo as not ta. 
be diftinguifhed. 

One day when he was returning in hafte 
to Chebib's houfe, through bye ftreets, he 
made a very great circuit. The day was 
exceedingly hot: he thought he was onty 
three or four hundred paces from! the 
houfe ; but being little accufiomed to fo hard, 
a walk, and being quickly out of breath, 
he fat down to breathe ą little, on a very 
convenient marble fopha, which he percei- 
ved under a kind of porticó, and drew out a 
handkcrchief from his girdle, to wipe Kis 
face. 

He was then oppofite to a palace fupported. 
by twenty-fix pillars of very grand architećture, 
and lighted by twenty-four cafements. At 
each cafement therę was a little garden upon 
a terrace, every one of which exhibited a 
kind of variety. While his attention was fix- 
ed on this agreeable objećt, one of the cafe» 
meqts opened, and there appeared at it a 
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young lady oś fixteen, whofe beauty was more 
ravilhing than any the Vifier had ever be- 
held. ) 

© [tis indeed written,” faid he to himfelf, 
« tbatthe fun and moon were three times 
eclipfed for Mahomet, who is the true conitel- 


Jation of the earth : but I am now tempted to. 


believe that our writers have deceived us. 
The lights of the world have yielded only 
twice to our luminous prophet the privilege 
of enlightening it. "They waited undoubtedly 
for the birth of that ravifhing objećt which 
I now bchold, to honour her with their third 
eclipfe. ” 

While Giafar indulged this firft enthufiafm, 
the young lady watered her flowers, which 
feemed to revive at the very approach of that 
kindly moifture, which fhe was about tofprinkle 
on them. When this heavenly beauty had 
exhaufted on the flowers all the water contain- 
ed in the porcelain vefiel which fhe held in her 
hand, fhe retired, fhut the cafement, and dila 
appeared, i 

Tbe Vifier expected that fhe would come 
and water the other little gardens ; but he was 
deceived. He reisained with his mouth open, 
his eyes fixed, and his neck ftretched towards 


the place where he had feen the objećt which 


enchanted him. Night found him in the fame 
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'attitude in which Alilcaf * remained for three 
hundred years, after feeling the magnificent 
bird of paradife, which came to announce to. 
him the arrival of Mahomet. Perhaps Giafar 
would have pafled the night there, fo much 
had his growing paflion taken poffeflion of his 
foul, had he not been recovered from this fi-- 
tuation by the unexpećłted arrival of Che- 
bib. | 

This generous landlord: came out of the a-. 
partment of his women,which was feparated by 
tbe whole fpace of the gardens, from the inn in 
which he commonly received ftrangers. He was 
anx1ious about the fafety of the prince, who was. 
later than ordinary in returning to his houfe. 
Fearing fome accident, and having aflumed a. 
difguife, that he might profecute his fearch 
with greater freedom, he came out through a 
back door ; and the firft objećt which prefented 
„ atfelf was the Vifier, abforbed in contempla» 
tion, oppofite to the four and twenty cafe- 
ments.. | 

« What are you doing fiere, my dear 
friend? faid Chebib to him: * I was a- 
fraid fome troublefome adventure had befallen 
ycu.” 


« [ 


* There is a Chapter of the Alcoran. under this name, 
where the ftory which is mentioned here, is related at full. 
Iength.. 


— 


ARABIAN TABES. 135 


„6 I have wałked much: to-day,” replied 
Criafar: * fmding myfelf fatigued, and this 
fopha appearing very convenient, I was taking 
a little repofe on it.” 

* Come and take it at my houfe,” replied 
Chebib, ** you will there be more at your eafe.”> 
The Vifier attempted to rife; but he feemed. 
nailed to the feat by fome enchantment, and 
his body appeared heavier than lead, when he 
wanted to remove it from a place to which his 
foul was attached. 

He exerted himfelf however to conceal from: 
his landlord the diforder he was in, and fol. 
lowed him to his palace. But he was inca- 
pable of fpeaking one word, of profiting by the 
excellent fupper which was prepared for him, 
er enjoying the charxms ofa fplendid evening, 
which Chebib was fłudious for his fake to in- 
creafe *. He went to bed in.a fłate of fuch 
diftrefs, as might well alarm his generous 
friend. 

"The. 


* Nothing can equał the charms of the night at Damaa 
The fky, free from every vapour, is perfectly clear ; the 
waters. which furround and run through the city, . diffufe a 
delightful coolnefs, which makes ample amends for the ex- 
ceflive heat of the day. No mildew ever falls Under the 
Caliphs, when, in the language of the Arabian poets, żbe ri 
vers flowed witb fłreams of milk, all the gardens and banks.of 
the rivers at Damas, were filled with mufcians. It was tha 
feafon-for every kind of enjoyment, 
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The night was full of tumult and anxiety :- 
the vifier enjoyed not a fingle nioment of 
fleep, or even of repole. His attention was 
jmmoveably fixed on the marble fopha; he 
tofłed about, and could find no place in his. 
bed whereon to reft. , | 

The anguilh of the night appeared in his 
countenance ; and when Chebib entered his 
chamber in the morning, he found his pulfe 
high, his eyes infłamed, and his complexion 
altered. He was very uneafy, and immedi- 
ately called his phyfician. This man poflefi- 
ed great fkill, and very foon gave proofs of it. 
He examined the patient, ftudied his breathing 
and his eyes, took hold of his arm, and felt 
his fkin in feveral places ; at laft he ftopt to 
examine the pulfe. After obferving him for 
a quarter of an hour, he afked for pen and inz,. 
wrote down his advice, and delivered it to 
Chebib without faying a fingle word. The 
latter opened it with eagernefs mixed with 
"fear, and read as follows. 

« 'The difeafe of your gueft isa violent in- 
flammation, which is feated in the heart: it 
has 5een introduced by the eyes, and cannot be 
cured but by the objećt which has occafioned 
his complaint. very other remedy would be 
ufelefs,”” « 

Chebib delivered the paper to Giafar, who read 
jt with an air of aitonifhment: and the gene= 
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rous Chebib availing himfelf of this moment 
ef furprize, thus addrefted him. 

«« What!” faid he fmiling, ** my dear 
gueft, my friend, my brother, have you a fe- 
cret of this kind wit: which | am not intruft= 
ed, till a phyfictan let me know 30ur com- 
plaint? Since his art isof noavx'l, why do 
you delay making ufe of my a«filitance? Could 
any other perfon be more zealons than I to 
,procure you the objećt, the poffeflion of which 
is fo neceffary to your happinefs? Is it at Da- 
mas? Where have you feen it?” 

*« Recollećt, my dear Ghebib,” faid Giafar, 
« the place where you found me fitting; a 
young lady equal to what we read of the 
Houris, in beauty, elegance of (hape, and gra- 
ces of perfon,-.came to water fome flowers in 
« little garden, upon a terrace oppolite to 
the fopha on which I had laid myfelf to take 
repofe. 

« She had the fineft eyes I had ever beheld, 
Notwithftanding the inexpreflible foftnefs by 
which their brightnefs was tempered, the fire 
of her looks transfornied into a rainbow, the 
water which came from the watering pot, to be 
imbibed by tlie root of the plants. She fmiled 
at her work, like the rifing fun in the morning - 
of a fine day. Her arms, whęch had a delightfu] 
zoundnefs, pliancy and bęauty, were flightly 
coloured with żamarena, The powder of its 
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leaves, which (he wore on her hair, diffufed 
even to me a delicious perfume ; while her 
charming countenauce, aflifted by every thing 
which art could add to give expreilion to her 
features, feemed, along with my homage, to 
demand that of all animated nature, which ape 
peared to rejoice at the fight of fo much per- 
fećtlon.”? | 

« O my dear friend,” replied Chebib, 
« what happinefs it gives me to be able to 
conribute to your fatisfaćtion, and reftore 
to you that repofe and health,of which you 
might have been deprived by a paflion decid- 


.edly unfortunate ! I know the objećt by whom 


you are inflamed ; and you may afpire to the 
pofleilion of her. ! 

«« The beauties of her foul are equal to 
thofe of her body ; fhe is innocence itfelf, 
"The hufband, however, to whom fhe was late- 
ly married, has found himfelf under the ne- 
ceflity, In confequence of an accidental tranf- 
grefiion of the law on his own part, of impof- 
ing on himfelf tbe fevere obligation of divorc- 
ing her. his has taken place to-day; and, 
In confequence thereof, I promife to bring 
her into your arms. In induiging your paf. 
ion, make no fcruple about what it muft coft 
tnofe who are to contribute to your fatisfac- 
tion, Be happy my dear Vifier, and bó af. 
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fured you are about to become much more fo 
than you imagine,” 

Giafar was both furprifed and delighted by 
the engagement which his landlord kad enter- 
ed into with him. * lt muił be allowed,” 
faid he to Chebib, * that my father did not 
deceive me, when be declared that Damas 
would prefent to me wenders upon the back of 
wonders. The lady sppears in my eyesa pro- 
digy of beauty, and love works: another pro- 
digy in my favour, by putting me in poflef- 
fion of this ravifhing objećt by the aflifiance of 
the moft affectionate frieadihip.” | 

At the fame moment, Chebib left the a. 
partment, crofled the gardenś, and went to 
the little pałace fupported by twenty-four 
columns, oppofite to which the prince of the 
Barmecides had fallen into an ecfiafy at the 
fight of Negemet-il-Soupch, the youngeft, 
Jaft married, and beft beloved of all the wives 
belonging to the Grand Vifier's lardlord. 
This generous hufband, from the fhort conver- 
fation they had had, was immediately convinced 
that it was Negemet herfelf who was watering 
her garden while Giafar was on the fopha. 

She muft now be prepared for entering into 
new ties, much more advantagecus to herfelfand 
her family: but others muft be broken, which 


were not without their charms, and of which 
It 
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in particulaf fhe had never felt the weight» 


Luckily, Chebib believed that he might cona 
gratulate himfelf on having no paflion but his 
own to combat. He knew, however, that the 
propofal he was to make, could not be pre= 
fented without great addrefs. 

Tt did not belong to him to reprefent to ayoung 
łady ideas which might lead her to confider 
any fituation happier than that in which fhe 
was placed. An ambitious father and mother 
will determine her judgment, without hurt- 
ing her feelings; but Chebib was fatisfied 
with affećtionately addrefłing her in the fol- 
łowing words : ź 

« I love you fincerely, my dear Negemet, 
and I would do any thing to fecure your hapa 
pinefs. Perhaps I am going to occafion a mo- 
ment's uneafinefs to you, while I have no- 
thing in view but your greater enjoyment. 
In return for thefe difpofitions, of which I 
fhould be willing to give proofs by expofing 
my life, if it was necefiary, for your fake, 
oblige me in wilhing you to retire for a week 
to the houfe of your refpećtable parents. A- 
fcribe to an inconfiderate vow the violent ef- 
fort which l make to be fo long feparated 
from you ; do me juftice, and believe that I. 
will be occupied about nothing but your hap- 
pinefs,” 

Negemets 
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włich I make of the happinefs of poflefing 
her, be net rafh in any thing: choofe your 
opportunity, and take proper mealures. 

« (Vhen you have brougnt her to agree to 
our delign, inform me of 1t, and I will divorce 
her before the Cadi, fo as to give no offence 
either to her or you. But let our iecret re- 
main till then, confined to you and your wife. 
I have no need to enlarge upon the confe- 
quences of it; one is fufiicient to determine 
you. He who will efpoufe your daughter, 
knows not that I am married to Negemet, al- 
though he knows that fhe is married: and I 
have reafons for pafling with him only for a 
negotiator, who, without any fort of perfonał 
intereft, wifhes to do him an effential fer- 
vice,” | 

Sheffandar carried back his daughter to his 
houfe, determined to neglećt nothing for en- 
tering into the views of Chebib, of which he 
'perceived the advantages. (Giafar's laudlord 
haftened to rejoin him: | 

<«« Prince,'” faid he, as he accofted him, 
« if the too great quicknefs of your pulfe did 
not deceive the phyfician, you ought now to 
be in a fłate of perfećt convalefcence ; and you 
may aflure yourfelf of pofleffing, in a few 
days, the Indy on whom the complete reftor- 
ation of your health depends. The hufband 
only defires to fee the objećt, whom by the fa- 
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tality of the fates, he is obliged to divorce, 
enjoying the happieft lot: The relations of the 
young lady and herfelf will be careful not to 
throw obftacles in its way; one thing only 
prevents your happinefs from being very near. 
You cannot be married while you are un- 
known ; and being conducted hither by the 
fates, it belongs not to you, but to them, to 
make the difcovery.” 

However much Giafar was enamoured of 
the beauty, he perceived, that he muft yield 
to the necefity of delay. At the fame time, 
penetrated with a fenfe of the great fervice 
which his friend had juft now done him, he 
exprefled to him, in the ftrongeft pofible 


terms, how much he was afiećted with the 


aftonifhing warmth and activity of his zeal. 

<< [| will take no fieps,” faid he, * but 
thofe which are dićtated by your wifdom. ln 
order to be tranquil, it is fufiicient to feed. 
myfelf with the hopes which you give me;* 
expećłing that your generous cares, and a 
change of circumfłances, will bring about their 
accomplifhment.” 

Giafar was at the fummit of joy: he want- 
ed retirement, that he might meditate at his 
leifure on the objećt with whom he was fmit- 
ten. He fought it in the ftreets of Damas, 
and found it every where, even amid the 
crowds through which he pafled. But being 

Nz2 attentive 
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attentive to every thing, as he approached the 
grand Mofque, he heard two blind people, 
who difcovered one another by their voices, 
and who gave mutual falutatron, thus con- 
verlipg together. 

« Ah, is it you? Benphiros,” faid the el- 
der to the younger ; ** I fhould have many: 
things to communicate to you. You know 
that my wife isa woman of Barbary, and is 
acquainted with all the books of occult fci- 
ence, in the Dom Danieć * at Tunis. She 
labours every day, without making us any 
richer ; but fhe difcovers many fecret things. 
She has aflured me that Giafar, the great 
prince of the Barmecides, has been at Damas 
for fome months, whither he was conftrain= 
ed to come, by a prognoftic taken from. 
the Grafer. The Caliph wifhes to have an 
explanation concerning a certain faćt, and the 
Grand Vifier is in purfuit of it .—But we are 
not 1mr a proper place here for talking of thefe 
znmyfłeries.”? 

*« On the contrary,” faid the younger, * it 
is not at prefent the hour of prayer, and no= 
body comes here at this time.” 

So faying, he extended his arm, and exa- 
znincd all around with his faff, which Giafac 

carefully 

* "The Dam Danie! was a kind of mufcum at Tunis, the 


library of which was faid to contain books on the occult fcie. 
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carefully avoided meeting. When he thought 


- himfelf well-affured that no ftrange ears were 


within hearing, he faid to his companion, 
<< Let us fit down upon this bank, and refume 
eur converfation. | 

« Your wife has told you, that the Grand 
Vifier Giafar is at Damas. I inform you far- 
ther, that two days will not elapfe before he 
is difcovered, however well he may keep him- 
felf concealed.”” 

« And who told you fo?” faid the oldeft 
blind man.—'** My father,” anfwered the o- 
ther, ** who was born in Egypt. He has 
read no books; but he is himfelf able to make 
them, for he has intercourfe with the genies, 
The fłory which I have to tell you, is very 
long and complicated ; have the patience to 
hear it: | | | 

*« Markaff, one ot thofe geniesof the earth, 
who guard its treafures, and whom my fa- 
ther fees almoft every day, fell in łove with 
the daughter of the Sultan of Hirak, and pro- 
pofed to (new himfelf to her by night, and en= 
deavour to pleafe and marry her.- He plung 
ed into his.common abode, that he might 'be 
própared to prefent himfelf in a more brilliant 
manner to the eyes of the objećt whom he 
wilhed to charm. As he came out of it, 
wrapped up in a heavy vapour, aud carried 
by a whirlwind of fubterraneous air, a cloud 
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which defcended upon the earth fróm the 
middle region of the atmofphere, ftopped him: 
in his pafłage. It was the chariot of Tantou= 
ra, the queen of the genies. 

<< „She difcovered her fubjećt, notwithftand- 
ing his extraordinary drefs. * Where goeft 
thou,” faid fhe, * loaded with fuch magnif- 
cence ? Whom meanefł thou to enchant?” 
< Great queen !” anfwered Markafl, proftrat= 
ing himfelf to the earth, * I am in love with 
the moft beautiful the daughters of men, 
and I am going to try my fortune. * It will 
be fuch as you deferve,” replied Tantoura ; 
« (an you be a judge of that matter, half 
blind as you are? It will be fome beauty 
made after a model refembling your own. 

« € My queen, by day the fun dazzles my 
fight; but by night, and with the light oć 
ślambeanx, I fee as clearly as another, and 
perhaps more fo. I can aflure you, that the 
daughter of the Sultan of Hirak, with whora 
I am violently fmitten, is the moft beautiful 
princefs on earth. * That is a great en- 
comium,” replied Tantoura; * but where 
would you find exprefltons of praife, if you 
had feen the young mortal whom I have juft 
now been Vifiting at Damas? You would call 
"her a prodigy: I have feen her fixteen times 
within this month, and can never tire looking 
at her. I have now left her, but am impatient 

to 
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to get back to her: Gome along with me; 
truft your thick body to the light vapouis by 
which I am born up ; they have great elafti- 
city, and will be able to fupport you. I wifh 
to bring you to a confeflion, that your choice 
is not equal to mine. Such was the will of 
Tantoura ; fhe was queen, and Markaff could 
not difobey. | 

« [The chariot of Fantoura arofe and flew 
away. It hovered for a moment over Damas, 
and ftopped upon one of the appendages of 
Chebib'*s pałace. It was his only fon who 
was the objećt of the queen*s wifhes; and 
Markaff, when he faw him, was obliged to 
allow that there was not a more beautiful ob= 
jećt on earth, but fłill maintained that the 
princefs of Hirak was equally fo. 

« "They were obfłinate; the beauties muft be 
compared ; and if none of the two would yield, 
a third perfon muft be called to decide the 
point. The fon of Chebib, Tantoura, and 
Markaff, were immediately carried off in a 
cloud, and foon arrived in the apartment of 
the princefs ot Hirak.—It was only about 
midnight ; but all the cflicers of the palace 
were afleep, Tantoura, by an enchantment, 
increafed their fleep, and thought that nobody 
could refift the force of: her charm. But the 
beautiful Zizialć, infitrućted by her nurfe in 
all ghe fecrets of the Perfian Magi, and expoź- 

ed 
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ed by her knowłedge to all the inconvenien= 
ces thereof, never repofed without having her 
little book of power under her pillow. She 
only flept with one eye ; and, if her right 
arm was carelefsiy fłretched out of the bed, 
her little ring, kept by a ribbon, was tied to. 
her left. 

«« When Markaff had feen her formerly, he 
believed fhe had not perceived him ; but he 
was miftaken; and when he thought it m his 
power to gain an authority over her, fhe had 
already defigned to place him among the 
number of her flaves. When fhe faw him 
enter along with Tantoura, fhe pretended to 
be in a deep fleep, but kept herfelf prepared 
for whatever might happen. 

« Young Chebib, whom fhe took at firft. for 
a celeftial being, was placed by her fide; but 
the converfation of Markaff and Tantoura foon. 
let her underftand, that the beautiful young: 
„man, who fhared her bed, was only brought 
thither as an objećt of comparifon. She her- 
felf became the vićtim of a charm againft 
which the precautions which fhe had taken 
were of'no avail, to wit, that of love. 

ś« In the mean time, Tantoura and Markaff 
were warmly difputing about the pre-emi- 
nence of the objećt of the'r choice; they 
could not sgree, and none of them would 
yield to the other. At length Tantoura de- 

3 termined 


- —m— | 
 — Z | A <ó, an 


p" 


ARABIAN TALES. 253 


termined to call a third perfon to decide be- 
twixt them : fhe knocked with her foot, and 
the genie Karkafs appeared. 

« In appearance he wasa kind of animal, of 
łefs than three feet in height. He was fomes= 
thing of the nature of a man, for he had half 
a face, but the other half was entirely de- 
ftroyed : a beard, which defcended from this o 
wrinkled profile, trailed upon the gronnd: his 
chin leaned upon his knee : behind, his whole 
body exhibited a lengthened bunch, fupported 
by a foot refembling that of a goat, which 
went and came pretty neatly with the help of 
two erutches ; the other foot was turned up o- 
ver his fhoulder. [I am able to defcribe this 
genie, beeaufe my father has fhewn him to 
me ; he is as cunning as he is ugly, and he 
fuggefts expedients to the other genies in their 
neceflity. 

* When Karkafs appeared, Tantoura ad- 
drefled him: * Old monfter,” faid fhe to him, 
Markaff and I are difputing about the idol of 
our affećtions, who are both here together» 
Upon the head of beauty, nobody can be fo difu 
interefted as you, for you have no fort of pre- 
tenfion to it. Look at thefe two Objects in 
the bed ; and without regard to their fex, de- 
cide which of the two is fuperior in beau= 
ty.” 
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« Karkais hopped towards the bed, Gif- 
playing his hideous and lean fkeleton, buried 
under his beard, and bis half bead raifed ix 
feet bigh. Bending forwards, he feveral times 
brought his bleared eye near the two charm= 
ing countenanees; and when he thought him- 
felf able to decide, he returned to the middle 
of the apartment to recover his former atti- 
tude, and thus fpoke: 

« <Great queen! and you Markaff! your 
difputes are vain: both the beings whom I 
bave now confidered, according to their fex, 
are abfolutely unequalled in beauty: they are 
made for one another ; and as I have without 
doubt viewed them more narrowly than you, 
I have obferved the mark of the ftar by 
which they are infallibly to be united. I know 
not what your views might be, but I know 
that nothing can be gained by oppofing their 
deftiny ; for, according to the common pro- 
verb, Wbere fate bas determined, forcery ts of 
no avaił. Do things with a good grace ; give 
up your pretenfions whatever they are, and an- 
ticipate that deftiny which you cannot alter, 
by inftantly uniting thele objećts of your af= 
fećtion.” 

« Tantoura went up firft to the young Che- 
bib, and then to Zizialć. She obferved the 
infallible fign of which Karkafs had taken no- 
tice, and immediately took her refolution. She 

had 
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had on her finger two fuperb rings, the moft 
beantiful of which fhe put on the finger of tlie 
young Ghebib, and the other on that of the 
princefs of Hirnk : She took their right hands, 
joined them, and kifled them both. Mar- 
kaff and Karkafs wifhed very much to do 
the fame ; but refpect for their queen reftrain= 
ed them. 

« The young pair were no fooner united than 
feparated ; for Tantoura having difmifled the 
two genies, carried off her charming care, and 
took him back to Damas. 

« The beautiful Zizialć, while fhe appeared 
to be in a profound fleep, had heard every 
thing which had been faid, and had ta- 
ken advantage of what had happened. She 
faw herfelf deftined for the lovelieft of men, 
and *was already aflured that fhe was by no 
means indifferent to him. She knew'neither 
his name nor rank ; but it was in her power 
to difcover both. Her foul was full of the 
foftnefs which growing love infpires; and 
fcareely had Tantoura withdrawn, before fhe 
fell afleep, amid thofe pleafing dreams which 
hope never fails to produce. 

« Her waking was not fo agreeable, An am- 
baffador from the Sultan of Curdiftan had arri- 
ved at Hirak, to afk the princefs in marriage 
for the heir of that crown. [his union was 

on 
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en many accounts highly defirable to the Sul. 
tan of Hirak; and he expected not the fmalleft 
oppofition from his daughter. (Great was his 
furprife when fhe told him fhe could difpofe 
neither of her hand nor her heart; and that 
fhe would die rather than marry the prince of 
Curdiftan, 

« Upon this eXtraordinary declaration, the 
Sultan, who could not fufpećct that the prin- 
cefs was ignorant of its force, was about to 
get into a violent paflion ; but he thought it 
better to reftrain himfelf, - * Princefs,” faid 
he to her, * you do not furely pretend, that 
my daughter and the heirefs of my crown has 
the abfolute difpofal of herfelf: Yopr equl- 
page is to be got ready, and you are to fet out 
with the ambafiador, who has come to demand 


you. 


« "This anfwer threw Zizialć into confterna- 
tion. Soon after, her mother entered her a- 
partment, and found her bathed in tears. 
<« What! my daughter,” faid fhe to her, 
« would you have us refufe a young and 
handfome prince, who brings you a crown, to 
be united with that which you will one day 
inherit? Why do you refufe him your hand? 
What obfłinacy is this ?? 

« If Zizialć had known the name of her lo= 
ver, fo much was fhe fmitten with him, that 


fhe would ingenuoufly have replied, * Becaufe 
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JIłove young Chebib:* but, though fhe perz 
fifted in her refufal, fhe was forced to be , 
filent concerning the motive thereof. 

(ś« « Whether it is agreeable or not,” added 
the mother, * as'the matter is determined up- 
on, and you mulfł depart in three days, Con= 
ceal from your hufband”s ambaflador, your un= 
favourable difpofition -of mind, This is incom= 
prehenfible in you who have never given caufe 
but ef fatisfaćtion,?” 

« After her mother”s departure, Zizialć re= 
mained in a ftate of great diftrefs. She muft 
difoblige her parents, to whom fhe bore the 
greateft affećtion : fate and love prefcribed to 
her a law. She was not able fully to explain 
her motives: the preparations and nearnefs of 
her departure, gave her difquiet only in as 
far as they would oblige her to have re- 
courfe to fupernatural means, to feparate her- 
felf from a family which fhe was about to 
plunge into diflrefs. And where could fhe 
go to be united with the objećt of her affeca 
tions ? 

«« While fhe was abforbed in thefe mournful 
ideas, Markaff, who had not fo completely re- 
nounced his pretenfions to her, as Tantoura 
had done with regard to Chebib, imperti- 
nently intruded himfelf. At any other time, 
his appearance would have been difagreeable : 
* What want you?” faid fhe, * and who 

VoL. I, GQ ate 


158 ARABIAN TALES, 


are you?” * I am,” anfwered Markaff, * the 
genie who laft night contributed to yowr 

union with a charming young man, of whofe 
ring you are poflefied; I know what is going 
©n around you ; I love you, and have come te 
your aflillance: 

« «Ide who loves, will obey me;* anfwered 
SZizialć; * go into that eircle. She marked 
„out one; and the enamoured Markaff, enter- 
ed it. The young magician, who was wifer 
than he imagined, fo completely fubjećted 
him to her power, thathe became the moft de- 
soted of her flaves. When Markaff was 
brought fo far as to be able to refufe nothing, 
the princefs faid to him, * Since you know 
my lover, 'carry me immediately to the en- 
trance of the city where he dwells.* "The 
heavy Markatf became fwift as an eagle to 
obey the perfon whom he loved ; fhe appeared 
lighter than a butterfly. 

« He fet her down at the approach of night, 
in one of thofe gardens which are at the en- 
"trance to the fuburbs of Damas. She pre- 
ferved her features, but had difguifed her fex, 
and darkened the colour of her fkin. Witha 
bow and arrows on her back, fhe prefented her- 
łelf at the door of a houfe, as a youug Arab 
©f the defert, who came to afk entertainment 
till the gates of the city fhould be opened. 

Dhe 
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« She was kindly received ; and after being 
offered whatever refrefhments could be met 
with among people who were more honeft 
than rich, fhe was fhewn into a place where 


fhe might repofe-during the night. The only 


inhabitants of this little dwelling, were, a man, 
his wife, and their daughter, a young girl of 
fourteen years of age, and extremely. beauti- 
ful, whom they liad carefully concealed from 
the eyes'of their new gueft. 

« Zizialć pafled the night quietly; for vexae 
tion had deprived her.of fleep the. preceding 
night. She woułd not have foon awaked ; bnt a 


great noife-was made at the door of the płace 


where fhe flept. It was opened; and fhe was 
awaked by thefe words, tbere ts tke ra- 
wt/ber. JA woman: with difhevelled hair 
pointed her out with her finger as fhe pro- 
nounced them ; and the ofhicers of ' police 
at Damas feifed her before fhe had time to 
sile. 

« She was.carried before the cadi, and there 
mformed of the unpardonable crime which 
fhe had committed, in brutally attempting the 
honour of a virgin, whofe father and mother 
had received her with fo much humanity. 

« "The fuppofed criminal could eafily with 
one word have proved her innocence ; but fhe 
muft have difclofed a fecret which fhe wifhed 
to canceal: and fhe expected to be able, with- 
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out expofing herfelf, to get rid of the afir,. 
by means of her book, her little ring, and 

the afliftance of: Markaff. The crime of 
which fhe was accufed, made her hold down her 
head, and be filent. But her filence being con= 
fidered as a. confeffion of guiit, fhe was ordered 
to be put in prifon till her fentence was made 
„out; and fhe was conducted thither without 

making the fmalleft refiftance or complaint. 

« As foon as the jailer had fhut her up, fhe 
całled upon Markaff: Her faithful flave ap- 
peared, and fhe bade him get her out of this 
place. | 
« «'That'is not fo eafy: a. matter,” anfwered 
Markaff: ** both your ring and mine are ufe- 
lefs in your: prefęnt fituation:; but there are 
other means, | know: the crime which is im 
 puted to you.; and a fpirit ofthe air has in- 
formed me of the guilty perfon. He got by 
night into the houfe, with which he was much 
better acquainted than you, by the help of a 
ladder, which he likewife made ufe of to e- 
fcape. Having met with refiftance, and got 
his nofe fcratched, and his face bruifed, he did 
Dot carry away the ladder, I am going in pur- 
fuit of him, and will eafily be able, if you are 
led to punifnment, to caufe him take your 
place. But not a moment can be lofł ; and I am 
going to add to the remorfe which he muft al- 
zeąady feel, 
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«« Markaff wentaway. Zizialć was quiet, and 
occupied entirely with her love, when, in 
a moment after, fhe faw her flave return. 

« 6 [ have juft now, faid he, * met our 
queen Tantoura. The face of affairs is chan- 
ged; for, by what I have learned from her, 
you are brought here by the fates, You muft 
allow yourfelf to be conducted to the foot of 
the fcaffold ; fhe will follow you, without be- 
jng perceived, and inform you what you are 
to do. At tbis moment, we are'all three con= 
trouled by a fuperior power; but you muft 
not defpair. 

« The princefs of Hirak, naturally difpofed 
to confidence, and encouraged by the protećtion 
of the gueen of the genies, to whom fhe was 
indebted for the firft inftance of her good 
fortune, patientły refigned herfelf to the 
wilhes ot Markaff, and yielded wholly to the 
deftiny by which fhe appeared to be guid- 
ed.” 

Here the youngeft of the blind men cone 
eluded his relation. * ["o-morrow,” faid he, 
addrefling himfelf to the old man, we fhall 
know how this affair is to terminate ; and, if 
my father is not: decelved by. Markaff, we may 
expećt fome wonder.” Upon this, the two 
blind people feparated. | 

Though the converfation had been long, not 
a fingle word of it efcaped Giafar, It did not 
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particularly refpećt himfelf; but it was too in-. 
terefting to his friend Chebib, to be indiffe- 
rent to him. Zizialć, the vićtim of love and 
fate, expofed'to danger, though perfectly in- 
nocent, awakedć in him the feelings of juftice 
and benevolence ; and the wonder predićted with 
fo much exaćtnefs to happen to. morrow, in- 
fłfamed his curiofity. He determined therefore 
to go, difguifed in the: beft manner pofible, te 
the place where the young lover of his landu 
lord's fon was to be carried to punifhment. 

When he returned to the houfe of his friend 
Chebib, he told him none of the difcoveries 
he had made during the day. Hitherto his 
hoft had concealed from him, that he had a 
fon of great expećtation. He kept the fecreż 
which had been communieated- to him, wait» 
ing forthofe extraordinary events which would 
neceflarily caufe it be entrufted to-him. 

The two friends fpent tbis evening as agree 
ably as the former. (Giafar appeared mofk 
eheerfu] and moft at his eafe. "The attention 
of Chebib frequently wandered : the amorous 
Vifier, whofe paflion. for the ravifhing beauty: 
of the garden, who. had made a conqueft of 
him, naturally led him to be uneafy, immedi-. 
ately fufpećted that.the treaty which _was be- 
gun in his favour, had met with fome oppo-. 
fition, and exprefled his fears. to his friend, 
who thus-.encouraged him. 
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« No, my dear friend,” faid Chebib; 
«« whatever procures happinefs to you, can 
meet with no oppofition : the occafion of my 
uneafinefs is entirely eonfined to myfelf. For- 
tune, you know from your own experience, 
fpares no pdłfon. here : Since Giafar is its 
fport, fhould Chebib be alarmed: when he fees 
himfelf fubjećted to its caprice? | amexpof. 
ed to a very extraordinary trial in my own fa. 
mily; but it is ufelefs to fpeak of it to you 
now, for to-morrow it may have entirely dif- 
appeared. Let us be całm, my friend; here 
we are like pieces at the game of Chefs, 
which are played by the hand:of another; we 
ought to do allthe good in our power, and wait 
till he who condućts the game fhall have put 
us in our proper place.” Upon this difcourfe, 
the countenance of Chebib refnmed its fereni- 
ty, and the two friends went to take repofe. 

As foon as it was day, Griafar prepared to 
go in fearch of the adventure about which his 
curiofity had been fo fłrongly excited by the 
blind men. He difguifed himfelf, fo as not 
to be known hy his. mofł intimate friends, and 
went to find out where the eXecution was to 
take place, that he might choofe the mofk 
proper fłation for obferving what f(hould hap- 
pen. 

He entered into the nearefł cook's fhap, 


aat moderately, fróm thence went to. place 
himfelt 
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himfelf on a tree not far from the poft to 
which the eriminal was to be tied, and afcend- 
ed it. 

He was now in the mofł agreeable fituation 
poflible for a man full of curiofity : nothing 
could efcape his obfervation. Irf a fhort time, 
three beggars cameand placed themfelvesunder - 
other branches of the fame tree. He was fe- 
cretly rejoiced at the fłrange company with 
which he was accidentally aflociated ; and, 
thinking upon his amour, * If, in my prefent 
fituation,”* laid he, * Chebib and my beauti- 
ful gardener were within reach, and he fhould 
tell her, that her lover was one of the four 
perfons on this tree, it would not be very fłat« 
tering to her. But then, I was never more 
completely difguifed in my life than I am at 
this moment.” 

While the Vifier was making thefe refiece 
tions, the fuppofed criminal, furrounded with 
all the officers of juftice, flowly drew near to 
the place of punifhment. When he was at 
the foot of the fcaffold, he xaifed his hands to 
heaven, and turned his face towards the tree 
on which Giafar was placed, * O Giafar!” 
cried he, ** prince of the Barmecides ! wkofe 
power, next to the Caliph's, is above every 
power on earth ! I know that you are here, and 
now behold me.  Sir:ce you have been inform= 
ed that I am innocent, preferve me from a 
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premature death and a difgraceful punifla 
ment. You in vain attempt to conceal your- 
felf at Damas: You will foon be dilcovered-; 
embrace the opportunity of making yourfekt 
known by a beneficent aćtion, worthy of your 
character.” 

The eyes of alf were turned towards the 
tree ; but Giafar's three companions, being 
known to be beggars, he was taken for an 
other of the fame profeffion. 

The addrefs, however, which was thus. (ea. 
fonably made to: his. name, made the judge 
fufpend the execution. They knew. that Ab- 
delmelek-ben-Merouan, king of Damas, was 
uneafy at the arrival of the Grand Vifier in- 
to his dominions, as well as his obitinately 
concealing himfelf, and had caufed fearch „to 
be every where made for him. As they fup- 
pofed, therefore, that the young criminal 
might be able to give fome information con. 
cerning him, he. was ialtantly carried before 
the king. 

«- Who told you,” faid the monarch to him, 
« that the prince Giafar was at Damas?” 
« [faw him, and fpoke to him,” anfwered 
the peron who was taken for a criminak; 
« he was on a tree oppofite to mein the midft 
of three beggars : as l know him perfectly, 
if your Majeiły wiil proclaim a public feltival 
three days hence, he will be there, and I will 


difcaver 
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difcover his in whatever manner he 1s- dif- 
guiled.” The king of Damas fent back: Zi=- 
zialć to prifon, and immediately ordered the 
feftival to be proclaimed by the public crier, 

Sire, faid Scheherazade, interrupting. 
her narration for a little, and addrefling her 
difcourfe to Schahriar, it may appear extraor- 
dinary, that the vifier was never fufpećted to: 
be the gueft of Chebib, who received into his- 
houfe all the ftrangers of diftinćtion who came- 
to Damas, But it muft be obferved, that the: 
chief people of the ftate had feen the reception: 
which he had met with at Chebib's countrym. 
-houfe, and perceived the honours which were 
there conferred on him. It is not common 
to treat in fuch a manner thofe who wilh their 
rank to be concealed. 

The magnificent and 'generous Chebib. re» 
fpećted virtue more than greatnefs ; he honour- 
ed a fultan, but he doubly honoured a fage. 
.Giafar was lodged in his own apartment, and. 
he pzfled fer a learned aftrologer, with whom 
he fpent the night in ftudying the conjunćtion 
of the planets. 

It is now.time to return to Giafar, whom 
"we left on the tree. When he faw Ziziale 
addrefs him, he was exceedingly embarrafled ;. 
but though the eyes of all were turned towards 
him, be perceived no advance made to the 
płace where he was. He only faw the execu- 

tion. 
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tion of the fentence fufpended in his name, 


which had been fo happiły employed by the 


©riminal, and marked the road by which he 


was led away. | 

It was the road to the king”s palace. He 
might well fuppofe, that Zizialć, inftrućted 
by the queen of the genies, would aflure the 
king of Damas, that fhe had aćtually addrefs- 


ed the vifier himfelf, who was placed on a 


tree over againft the fcaffold. He muft not 
hefitate a fingle moment to leave a place where 
he had been difcovered, and haftened through 
the moeft private ftreets to the palace of Che- 
bib. 

When he got back to his landlord, he re- 
Jated to him his adventure, without letting 
him underftand that he knew the young cri- 
minal who had brought him into fo great 
embaraflment. He concluded with faying, 
that, with regret, he faw it impofhble for him 
to continue longer concealed. 

«« My friend,” replied Chebib, ** you muft 
«onfider it as a very great wonder, that you 
have been fo for two months. Are you not 
furprifed, that the aftonifhment which your 
abfence mufł have excited at Bagdad, has not 
reached this place? that Abdelmelek, the 
moft reftlefs and fufpicious man upon earth, 
has not found you out by means of his fpies ; 
he who has fo many of them at Damas, and 


to 
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to whom your afłećting to conceal yourfelf, 
gives the greateft uneafinefs, 

« Let us aHow that itis the fates which hide 
you from the king, for purpofes unknown to us, 
and let us wait with patience, till he who holds 
the veH over us. takes'care to raife it up. If 
'any man is happy, it muft be he who fubmits 
to his deftiny, and waits for it without dif- 
truft. Vou have no caufe to repent of in- 
dulging your curiofity : yield to the fame in- 
clination which leads you to fee and hear 
every thing in this place. You will perhaps 
acquire from it information highly ufefuł 
both to you and the Galiph, which I am to» 
tally unable to give you; and if the mafk 
v/hich hides you fhould fuddenły fall off, you 
will then reap that advantage, which the con- 
fideration and refpećt that will furround you, 
muft unavoidably fuggeft.” 

*« My lot is very extraordinary,” faid Gia- 
far.” < Not more fo than that of other men,” 
replied Chebib : ** There is always fome ma. 
Jignity attached to our fate here below. I 
muft appearto you very happy; and indeęd I 
efteem myfelf fo, in having at my houfe a 
friend like yon, and in being the infirument 
marked out by heaven, for fweetening what 
is bitter in the fhort trial to which you are 
expofed. But think you that I have no fuf- 
teringsof my own? I have an only fon, about 

I | the 


— e 


£ En R AAAA o, w 


ARABIAN TALES, | 109 


age of fixteen, who is as dear to me as a fon can 
or ought to be to a father.  Hitherto, I 
thought I could only congratulate myfelf on. 
my good fortune in having fuch an heir. I 
keep him in the country, at a diftance from 
his mother, and my other women, who are 


"too fondof him. There he hasit more in his 


power to dedicate himfelf to ftudy, under the 
care of a wile governor. | expećted to fur- 
prife you by prefenting him to ycu before 
your departure, and befeeching you to carry 
him, who was dearer to me than myfelf, a- 
long with you : but a fmal| precaution was 
firft to be taken. | 

« JI have an intimate friend, who has a 
charming daughter; and we agreed that fhe 
fhould be married by the Cadi to my fon, a - 
fhort time before his departure. He would 
have fpent two or three years with you, and 
would then have returned from Bagdad, wor- 
thy of the name of a man. I thought it ne- 
ceflary to prepare him for the union which 
was projećted by my friend and me; but, 
my dear prince, imagine my diftrefs, when 
my fon told me that he could not take 
any woman, for he was already married, had 
flept with his wife, who was beautiful beyond 
expreflion, and would never have any other. 

«<< [| have great confidence in his governor, 
who is a real fage. | fufpećted fome treach- 
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ery on the part of the eunuchs; but [ 
am now certain that no woman has been allow= 
ed to approach my fon. He fhewed a ring 
which was given him, and which feemed ve- 
ry valuable ; they wifhed to bring it to me, 
but he has concealed it. His mother has 
made many fruitlefs attempts to draw from 
him an account of an extravagant dream 
which he had. In fhort, he has fallenill; and 
you behold me in great diftrefs.” 

Giafar, who was not yet cured of love 
himfelf, felt for the fituation of the young 
Hazad, and the vexation of his father Che- 
bib. He could eafily have explaineu matters ; 
but did not think it proper to do fo. He had 
no farther knowledge of the princefs of Hirak, 
than what he had received from the ftory of the 
blind man, and wifhed to keep it fecret both 
from the father and the young man, until he 
fhould fee the fłory: of the princefs brought 
to a conclufion, and difcover whether the 
marriage made by the genies was an illufion, 
or really a decree of the fates. In the mean 
time, he prevailed on the father to carry him 
immediately to his beloved fon, who was 
fck. 

« Who knows, my dear friend,” faid he to 
him, ** but the cure of your fon is one of 
thofe ebjećts for which I have been fent ha- 
ther as a blind man, to be inftrućted in it by 
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blind men? [I can explain myfelf no farther . 
at prefent. But one day, when we fhall be 
infłrućted by the event, I hope to be able to 
demonftrate to you, that thofe over whom 
Heaven particularly watches, and who ferve 
as links to the deftinies of others, are men 
chofen above all others. We have examples 
in Mahomet and our prophets. Your fon's 
ftar undoubtedly calls him to fome remarkable. 


work neceflary to the general good; and per- 
haps I am fent by mine, for his prefervation 


or afliftance.” 

Chebih perceived the wifdom of Gia- 
far's reafoning; and next day they both fet 
out for the country-houfe, whither the young 
man had been carried for his more fpeedy re- 
covery. 

They found him walking with his go- 
vernor, but very weak ; the carefies of his 


father appeared to give him more ftrength 


and courage. He faluted Giafar, the Intimate 
friend of his father, whom his mother and go- 
vernor had mentioned to him, with the great- 
eft grace. Chebib having taken the governox 

afide, left Hazad alone with the Vifier. 
When the prince of the Barmecides faw 
himfelf alone with the young fcholar, he fpoke 
to him, in the fofteft and moft affećtionate 
tone of regard, concerning that melancholy 
P 2 with 
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with which he appeared to be affećted, and 
urged him to explain the reafon of it: 

« Alas! Sir,” replied Hazad, * I wifh I 
could conceal from myfelf a paflion which fo 
much diftreffes my father ; but it allows me 
no refpite. I am married, and fo violently 
in love with my wife, that I cannot enjoy the 
fmalleft repofe.” 

«« But was it in yowr father's palace,” faid 
Giafar, * that you faw her? [Ihave been 
affured that you was never out of it. Know 
you who fhć 1s? 

« I know nothing about her,” replied Ha- 
zad ; ** but her beauty outfhines that of the 
faireft flower in my father”s garden. 1 know 
not where I was ; but the place appeared to 
me moft brilliant. Suddenly I found myfelf, 
as it were, afleep by her fide; fhe 'then ten- 
derly fqueezed my hand feveral times. This 
had almoft awaked me: I felt as it were a fire 
run through my whole body: I foftly fqueez- 
ed her hand in return, without knowing what 
I did. 

'« There were people in her apartment; 
but I faw her alone. They faid we were 
married, which greatly rejoiced me; and they 
gave each of us a ring. Mine is ftill in my 
pofleffion ; and it is dearer to me than life. 

« See, Dir, how unfortunate I am ; I can- 
not obey my father, for I have been unit- 
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ed to the moft charming objećt on earth, 
though immediately feparated from her. They 
wifh me to marry another; but it is impofli- 
ble. 

« If they forbore fpeaking to meof this wife, 
I might at leaft confole myfelf with the hope 
oł one day feeling my own again; for why 
may | notfee her again, by the fame means I have 
already feenher? Her fufferings muft be equal 
to mine, in feeling herfelf feparated from me; 
for fhe fqueezed my hand very affećtionately, 
and moft certainly fhe is deeply enamoured 
of me.” 

Giafar was much affećted by this confiden- 
tial detail : ** Dear young man,” faid he, 
« 1f you will entruft me with your ring for a 
moment, I will (hew it to your father ; and [ 
promife to you, on the faith of a Muflulman,. 
to reftore it immediately. I expećt to obtain 
from him the total fufpenfion of the marriage 
which has been propofed to you: bat, if this 
favour is granted me, you muft fhew fome 
complaifance to your father and me. At pre- 


„fent you take no nourifhment ; but I am go- 


ing to caufe fome be brought you, and you 
mufł eat in order to recover fuflicient ftrength 
to get on horfeback, and accompany us to 
Damas ; for your ficknefs is owing to falnt- 
nefs and want of ftrength.”” 
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In this expećtation, Hazad entrufłed him 
with his ring, and promifed to do what was 
required of him. (Giafar went up to Chebib, 
and fhewed -him the jewel which had been 
comrmitted to his care. [It was a balafs ruby 
of immenfe value, on account of its fize and 
brightnefs. | 

The governor went to find his pupil, with 
orders to caufe dinner be ferved up to him. 
Chebib was convinced, that human plans 
muft yield to thofe which appeared whol- 
ly to be condućted by the fates. He renoun- 
ced, therefore, the fchemes which he had 
formed for the eftablifhment of his fon, and 
waited till the myftery of the ring fhould be 
unfolded. | 

The young Chebib remained very anxi- 
ous about the fuccefs of his new friend's ne- 
gociation ; but his father accofted him with 
fo kind and fo frank an air, that he immedi- 
ately recovered his fpirits. Giafar put the 
ring again on his finger; they fat down to 
table, and the young man, being freed from 
a part of his vexation, recovered his appe- 
' tite. 

The friends pafied the remainder of the day 
and night in Chebib”s houfe; and next day, 
as they entered Damas, they heard the public 
crier proclaiming, in the different quarters of 
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the city, a magnificent feftival, to which Ab- 
delmelek invited all the grandees of the realm, 
the citizens, and the ftrangers, on the follow= 
ing day. 

«« [ will accompany your fon and you to 
this feaft,”” faid Giafar: ** Strangers are invit- 
ed thither, and the people will fay that you 
have brought along with you your aftrologi- 
an. This will be more natural than if you 
fhould appear there without me; but [I will 
take my turban and Indian robe, the better 
to reprefent the charaćłer I am to act.” 
This plan being adopted, tke two friends pre- 
pared for executing the refolution which they 
had formed. 

We have too important details to profe- 
cute, to give a particular account of the mag- 
nificent feaft which was given by Abdelme- 
lek to the public. This foveseign, though a- 
varicious in his character, wilhed to appear 
generous, and upon occafions of great prepa- 
ration, difplayed the utmoft profufion : but he 
knew how to take back from the people what 
had been facrificed to oftentation. There were 
three hundred tables, covered with every difh 
which could be thought of, in the outer 
courts, fqnares, and avenues of his palace, 
Two thoufand flaves were employed in ferv- 
ing them, to the found of all kinds of mufi- 


cal inftruments. Each of the tables were 
p!aced 
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placed under a feparate tent. In fhort, it re 
fembled a camp in the middle of a city. 

Abdelmelek congratulated himfelf on ex- 
hibiting to Giafar fo magnificent a fpećtacle, 
and fhewing him how far he could furpafs the 
boafted generofity of Chebib. At the fame 
time, his attention was engaged with the 
means by which the young fuppofed criminal 
would difcover to him the Grand Vifier in 
the midft of fuch a crowd. 

ść Sire,” faid Zizialć to him, * he is at the 
feaft under one of the tents.” At the fame 
time fhe (newed him, inthe air, a vsry large 
white butterfly: ** Follow it with your eye, 
Sire, and go into the tent on which it alights ;. 
it will follow you, and fettle on the turban of 
the Grand Vifier.” 

The king obeyed Zizialć”s direśtions, and 
faluted Giafar, who was feated at one of. the 
firft tables between Chebib and his fon. The 
Vifier, as foon as he was difcovered, threw 
off his difguife, and received the eager embra- 
ces of the king of IDamas, with that refpećt 
which was die to the fovereign in whofe do- 
minions he was. Abdelmelek prevailed upon 
Giafar and his two companions to go into the 
royal tent. Whenever they appeared, the 
people fhouted, ** Long live the great prince 
Giafar, and Abdelmelek-ben-Merouan.”” The 
ihouts foon refounded throughout every part 
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of the camp, and the crowd aflermbled around 
the place where they knew the lfeuteuant of 
the Galiph was. 

The king of amas orekkadei to load 
Giafar and his hoft with attention ; but the 
difpofitions of his foul did not loori with his 
external condućt. As he governed very. ty- 
rannically, and viewed Chebib with an eye 
of jealoufy and hatred, he was perfuaded 
that Griafar had got orders, upon the informa- 
tion of this citizen, to come privately and in- 
quire into the truth of thofe complaints which 
were made againft his government. It could 
be nothing but a motive of this kind, or fome 
difgrace into which the prince of the Barme- 
cides had fallen, which could induce the great- 
eft perfon in the empire to abfent himfelf from 
Damas for fo confiderable a time; and lead 
that private and obfcure life, to which he ap= 
peared to be condemned, 

In either of thefe cafes, Abdelmelek de- 
termined to ruin Chebib; and, on fuppofi- 
tion that the Grand Vifier was difgraced, he 
was refolved to complete his overthrow. 

Thefe intentlons were concealed out- 
wardły, by the eagernefs, refpećt and pleafure, 
which. he evidenced from enjoying, in his 
turn, were it but for a moment, a gueft who 
might pafs for the fecond perfon in the uni- 
verfe, 
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While the attention of the king of Da- 
mas was diverted from every thing which 
was going on in the palace, by his own re- 
flećtions, and the neceflity he was under of 
doing the honours of the feaft, Giafar open- 
_ ed his hand, and found in it a frnall bit of pa- 
per. Markaff, by the orders of Zizialć, was- 
transformed from a butterfly to a billet, where- 
on this was written : Be attentive to tbe fate 
of tbe perfon wbo addre/fjed you wben at the 
foot of tbe fcaffold. 'The billet inftantly dif- 
appeared ; but Giafar forgot not its con- 
tents. | 

<< I entertained,” faid he to Abdelmelek, ** a 
high fenfe of the honour which you did me 
three days ago, by fufpending the punifhment 
of a young criminal whe called upon my 
name. | believe I know who he is, and I 
prefume he is innocent, You will do mea 
favour by bringing him hither, and delivering 
him into my hands.” 

Abdelmelek was prepared to refufe. It 
was a way of fpreading a fnare for Giafar, 
and of difcovering the opinion which he had 
of his own credit with the Caliph. * You 
know,” replied he to the minifter, ** that the 
crime of which that young man has been con- 
vićted is unpardonable : the Caliphałone can 
fhew him mercy ; it belongs to you, his lieute- 
nant here, to grant it publicly in his name.* 
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-"The Vifier was at a lofs what to an(wer, 
when a flourilh of trumpets announced the ar 
rival of new guefls to Abdelmelek. It was 
Almokadan-Haffan, general of the Zorans *, 
accom panied by the officers of his body, and 
followed by his whole troop, who had been 
ordered to carry with his own hands, to Gia= 
far, his prince, the letter by which he was re- 
called to Bagdad. 

Among the ftrong expreflions of affećtion 
which it contained, there were fome particu- 
lars relative to Giafar's journey to amas, 
exprefled in thefe terms : 

« My dear Vifier, you mufł now have it 
in your power to anfwer one of my queiłions ; 
and events will enable you and me to anfwer 
all the reft. [I will have my fhare in them; 
but what that is I am ignorant. 

<< It was not your friend Haroun who made 
you hafłen to Damas on a mule: fate willed it 
fo; the Caliph and your father were only its 
inftruments. 

« Your entrance into Bagdad fhall be ace 
companied with fo much fplendor, that your 
private departure will entirely be forgotten ; 
and the modeft obedience, free from every 
murmur, which you gave to my orders, fevere 

as 

* AJ] the Żorans were of the race and tribe of the Bare 


mecides. "Their body was vcry numerous, and compofed 
the Caliph's guard,and the principal fitength of Lis army, 
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as they were, while it gives you a new 
clnim on my friendfhip and efteem, will gain 
yóu the admiration of the public.” While 
Giafar was reading the letter, the advanced 
guard of the faithful Zorans arrived in the 
camp, which it made to refound with its 
warlike mufic. 

They all difplayed their joy at again 
meeting their prince; and, as they approach- 
ed, came, with one knee upon the earth, to 
kifs his hand. Giafar onły kept Almokadan 
with him, and ordered the reft of the Zorans 
to. encamp without the walls of IDamas. 

While Chebib was overwhelmed with 
joy at this fcene, it gave great alarm to Ab- 
delmelek. From that moment he ceafed to 
be mafter at his own houfe, and was afraid 
Jeaft Almokadan-Haffan brought orders from 
the Galiph of avery different kind from thofe 
refpećting the recal of the Vifier; for what 
ceuld be the Caliph's defign in fending his 
whole guard to Giafar? The confcience of the 
king of Damas then made him very miferable. 

The firft thing which he thought of, in or- 
der, if yet pofible, to avert the ftorm, was 
to fend for the young prifoner, and deliver 
him to Giafar, along with the writs of his 
trial. While this order was executing, he 
wifhed to perfuade the Grand Vifier to come 
and take poflęffion of he own palace. But 
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the prince of the Barmecides refufed the offet 
with -the greateft politenefs. 

„ *« (hebib received me, Sire,” anfwered he, 
« when I was a ftranger, and when humanity 
alone could recommend me to him. The ho- 
nour which, as lieutenant of the Caliph, I 
can now do him, is but a fmall recompenfe 
for fuch generofity.” So faying, he took 
leave of Abdelmelek, and returned to Chez 
bib's palace along with Almokadan-Hafan. 

They had juft entered, whem the chief 

oflicer of juftice came himfelf to deliver, a- 
long with the writs of procefs, the young cri- 
minal into the hands of Giafar, 

„Hazad-Chebib and Zizialć onły looked 
at one another. Zizialć felt an emotion which 
fre had power to reftrain ; but Hazad was fo 
violently affećted, that ke fell fick. 

. His father Chebib was much diitreflćd ; 
but Giafar encouraged him. **It is nothing, 
faid he, ** my friend ; it is only a flight fymp- 
tom of that dileafe with which I myfelf am 
too well acquainted, fince I am tormented 
with it even amid the hurry of bufinefs in 
which l am involved. Put your fon to bed 
immediately, and-appoint a fmall private aw 
partment to this young man whom the king 
has fent me, and with whom I muft have 
fome converfation. I will be with you again 
in a moment,” 
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Chebib went to pay the proper attentions 
to his fon, and gave orders to get an apart- 
nent for the commander of the Zorans, and 
the young prifoner who had been liberated. 

As foon as Giafar knew that he was alone, 
he entered his chamber, fhut the door after 
him, and thus addrefied Zizialć : * Princefs ! 
from this one word you perceive that we are 
known to one another : there only remains te 
me one way of concealing you here, and en- 
abling you to follow your projećt with pro- 
priety. You are to pafs for a young eunuch, 
whom I am condućting to Zobeide, the Ca- 
liph's fpcufe. I am to be married at Damas; 
and you will accompany my wife in your 
difguife. In the mean time, I will conceal 
you as well as pofiible, provided you betray 
not yourfelf. | 

<< Beware, above all things, of appearing 
in Hazad's fight; you will be the caufe of his 
death. Expećt to fee him, when I have pre- 
pared every thing for his becoming your huf- 
bandy with the confent of thofe to whom you 
both owe obedience ; and confide entirely in 
my care for condućting every thing to that 
end. Take my advice, and give over uling 
extraordinary means. You muft follow the 
rules of prudence and good condućt, in order 
to the fuccefs of an gvent, which your ftłar 
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has no doubt pointed out, but which many: 
improper fteps had almoft difappointed.*  . 

Zizialć was confounded at this difcourfe of 
Giafar. She believed the prince infpired ; 
and determined implicitly to obey him. 

As foon as the Vifier left the Perfian prin-- 
cefs, he flew to his friend Chebib, and found 
him with his fon, who was already recovered. 
from the violent emotion which he had felt. 
Repofe being moft proper for the young man, 
they left his apartment, and ufed the moft 
earneft intreaties. to perfuade him to enjoy 
3%, 

ś«« [I cannot underftand,” faid Chebib, as he 
returned to his own. apartment, ** the change 
which has taken place in my fon's health, 
Before this there could not be a ftronger cone 
ftitution than. his : but for this fome time paft 
3: is affected by the fmalleft circumiftance.” 

<< Your fon,”” anfwered Giafar, ** is really. 
in love.” 

«« flow can that be?” replied Chebib; 
« for, notwithftanding the probability which 
the ring may give to the event which he re- 
lated, yet I can only confider it as a dream.” 
—ć« There is more than a dream in it,” re- 
plied Giafar ; « fince he firit entrufted me. 
with his confidence, we have had another con= 
verfation. He has defcribed to me the apart= 
ment where he faw himfelf laid; and I know 
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none of that conftruction in all Arabia. Since” 
he has never been out of your palace, yow 
yourfelf muft know whether any of your wo- 
raen is lodged in a room of which the ceiling- 
and walls are adorned: with a grating of gold, 
and the whole bottom 1sof paintedclafs. The 
apartment which he has feen muft have been: 
well lighted, for he faid he was dazzled with 
its fplendor. And be affured, that I have 
certainly guefled, fo to fpeak, what it is he: 
has attempted to defcribe. Now, my friend, 
this extravagant luxury charaćterifes the pae 
laces of Perfia.”? | 

"s e was carried to Perfia, and brought 
back in one night then?” faid Chebib. 

«4 My dear landlord,” replied Giafar, '* 1£ 
your fon is decreed to contraćł a marriage, 
from which a certain portion of the earth will 
derive advantage ; when heaven interferes, 
dilftance vanilhes in a moment. Omar was 
befieging Aleppo, while Fatmć, his wife, was:- 
kneeling at the evening prayers at Medina : 
« O my Grod,”* cried fhe,after they were finifh=' 
ed, ** could [I now be in the arms of my hufe' 
band !'* Scarcely had fhe formed the wifh, 
when fhe was infłantły carried to him, by the- 
two angels whom fhe had faluted on the right 
hand, and on the left, before fhe began her 
prayer *, 

« Take: 


„ * "The Mahometans, before, they pray, falute the two ana. 
gch whcm they fuppofe by their fide,. 
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«« Take courage, my dear friend : Heaven 
has wrought many miracles in my favour ; and, . 
as you have been one of its principal inftru=- 
ments with regard to me, though, for the trial 
of your virtue, obfłacles feem allowed to ftand 


-in the way of your happinefs, be aflured that' 


your fłar will fhine with a brighter luftre,,. 
when it has emerged from thefe little clouds. 
Every thing encourages me on your account,. 
while my own foul, tormented by an NOŻE: 
pafhon, has entirely loft its balance.” 

Chebib, here quickly interrupting his friend, . 
cut him fhort, by faying, ** The paflion which: 
you entertain, ought to give you no trouble, 
The young woman: whom you love is called: 
Negemet ; and tosmorrow I will conduct you, 
along with the cadi, to the houfe of her father 
the emir Shefandar-Haffan. You fhall mar. 
ry her, and fhe will remain in her father's- 
lioufe until your departure.””' 

Giafar was fatisfied with this promife, and' 
the two friends feparated.. Chebib went togive 
fome neceflary orders about the reception of 
his guefłs ; and Giafar defired. Almokadan= 
Hafian to give him an account of the fitnation: 
in which he had left the prince Barmekis, 
and of the opinions of the Zorans, when they 
obferved the long abfence of the Grand Vi-. 
fier, whofe prefence feemed fo neceflary to' 
the Ualiph, 
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Almokadan informed him, that the prińce 
Barmekir had completely removed their fears 
concerning the fituation of his fon ; and that 
this refpećtable old man had left the retire= 
ment in which he lived, and appeared: every 
day at the Caliph's palace, where the fove- 
reign honoured him with marks of the greatu 
eft confidence. 

«« "The opinion which prevails at Bagdad,” 
added Almokadan, ** is, that you left'it in 
confequence of being employed in a very im- 
portant commiflion, with the knowledge of 
which you alone could be entrufted ; and your 
faithful Zorans have mot ceafed to. wiih for 
your fuccefs and return.” . 

Giafar difcovered in all this, the goodnefs 
and wonted prudence of. Haroun. * You 
have come here in'great hafte,”” faid he to 
„Almokadań ; ** has any of your lieutenants 
brought a wife along with him?” 

«« Prince,” replied Almokadan, * Fetne, 
my fpoufe, mounted. like an Amazon, wilka 
ed to ihare the fatisfaćtion which the Caliph 
procured for me, by difpatching me to you. 
©he lodg=s in the camp, in a feparate tent, with 
two ut! her eunuchs-. | 

« You will immediately,” faid Giafar, 
«- condućt to her anocher, whom I intend to 
prefent on my arrival to Zobeide. Let your 
wife take great cafe of him, and treat him 

with 
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with every attention. He may, perhaps, be 
one day ufeful to you both.” | 

Giafar then went to the Perfran princefs, 
and informed her of the plan which he had 
formed to enable her to live more fuitable to 
her fex, till the time of his departure. Żizia 
alć was delivered to Almokadan; and Giafar 
rcjoined his entertainers, fatisfied with the 
precauttons which he had taken, and now oc» 
cupied only about two things, the charming 
fpoufe he was to receive, and. his departure 
for Bagdad.. 

Chebib: was too attentive to every thing 
which could contribute to the happinefs of 
his gueft, not to anticipate him next day in 
the ftep which was to be taken, relative to: 
the new ties by which he wifhed to be bound, 
He fent for the Gadi, informed him of the 
contraćt which was to be drawn up, and'fent 
him to the houfe of Sheffandar Haflan. The 
aćtion of divorce was gone through in all its 
forms ; and the beautiful Negemet, enriched 
with her dowry and all the goods and prefents 
which fhe had received, returifed to the houfe 
of her father the emir. She quietly fubmite 
ted to her fate ; but her foul was in the ut. 
mofł afiićtion. 

Sheffandar was much happier. He was 
to-have for his fon-in-law the greateft prince 


upon earth, next to the Galiph, When the 
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Cadi appeared, he received him with marks 
of the greateft fatisfaćtion ; and the neceflary 
witnefles were aflembled. Scarcely were they 
prepared, in this rcfpećt, to obierve the form,. 
when Chebib appeared in the houfe, condućt- 
jng by the hand the new fpoufe. The con- 
traćt was drawn up, and they proceeded to: 
the ceremony of marriage. 

Negemet lifted up her veil. Her beautifut 
eyes appeared ready to be bathed in tears: but 
the fire which they emitted Infłamed anew the 
heart of the-enamoured Vifier; it was like: 
the bright and fcorching rays which fuddenly _ 
pierce through the clouds furcharged with: 
watery vapours on a ftormy day. 

At length, Negemet received the ring, and: 
became the fpoufe of Griafar. The bufinef: in: 
which the prince of the- Barmecides was fo: 
conftantly engaged till: the moment of his dex 
parture, and the want of a lodging fit for the: 
reception of his wife, prevented the nuptials. 
from following clofe upon the contraćt. Ne- 
gemet mufł ftay with her mother till every: 
thing is ready for her departure, and that of 
the Grand Vifier; and the orders had juft 
been given to prepare for her a very rich and. 
commodious żarterozanne *. 


In 
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In the mean time, every thing at Damas 
was preparing for the Vifier's departure. He 
hmafelf was now fubjećted to. a multitude of 
cares, which were ftrangers to him while he 
was the unknown gueft of Chebib, They 
wilfhed every where to pay him court, and 
prefent him with their attentions and refpećt. 
Giafar, burdened with the homage which was 
paid him, wifhed to withdraw from it, and 
fpend fome time with his new father-in-law 
Sheffandar ; but the king of IDamas intended 
to entertain him in his palace ; and the firft 
minifter of the Galiph had no time for making 
love. | 

On the other hand, he muft not leave Dae 
mas without giving proofs of his gratitude to 
thofe individuals to whom he was under ob- 
ligations. He fent for the cook who had © 
been fo attentive and polite to him, and gave 
him two purfes of gold. After amply re- 
warding the feller of lemonade, he immedi- 
ately received his three children into the Ga- 
liph's guard, fitted them with proper equt- 
page, and mounied them in fuch a manner as 
to be in a condition to follow him. 

He could not find the filherman, however 
anxious he was that he fhould be brought 
toe him ; but he recommended him to God 
and the great prophet. «With refpećt to the. 

blind 
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blind men, the king of Damas was commif- 
 fioned to give each of them an hundred and 
fifty pieces of gold every year. The dervifes 
had difappeared, perhaps with the defign of 
getting away from his generofity. ln fhort, 
every thing was ready for his departure; the 
Zorans, who were encamped on the hill of 
Coubet-Nafs.il. Saphir, only waited his arri- 
val, and orders to begin their march. 

Giafar at length fet out from Damas, to: 
go to his camp. The beautiful Negemet,. 
his new fpoufe, had already gone there in her' 
carriage ; fhe was placed in a feparate tent,, 
ferved by her own eunuchs, and guarded: 
without by the Zorans. 

Abdelemelek, with all his court, and alb 
the grandees of the kingdom, accompanied 
the lieutenant of the Commander of the 
Faithful, and. were received at (oubet- 
Nafs-il-Saphir under three pavilions, each of: 
which was three hundred feet long, which 
had apples of gold upon .their top, and om: 
which fłoated filken ftreamers of every Cco- 
Jour. | 

A magnificent feaft was there waiting for 
this numerous company. Giafar fat down at 
an upper table between Abdelmelek and Che= 
bib, having firft exprefsly recommended the 
young Hazad to the faithful Almokadan, and 
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charged him not to lofe fight of him, but to 
pay him every imaginable attention. 

While warlike mufic induced the guefłs to 
indulge in thofe pleafures which a fumptuous 
feaft can afford, a detachment of Zorans com- 
manded by one of their chiefs, went to Gou- 
bet-il-Nafler, to place in the dome the moft 
beautiful of all the lamps which the gratitude 
of Chebib's illuftrious guefts had fent thither, 
fince the one placed there in the name of the 
Caliph Haroun Alrafchid. 

What pafied on the mountain Coubet-il- 
Nafler, was perceived from the hill of Coue 
bet-Nafs-il-Saphir, which was on the road to 
Bagdad.  Fhe people of the king*s guard, 
who were in the midft of the Zorans, were 
informed by them of the reafon of the move- 
ments which took place on that mountain. It 
was reported to Abdelmelek, whofe jealoufy 
and hatred againft QChebib it greatly in- 
creafed. He parted from Giafar, with hts 
heart full of thefe dreadful fentiments, and 
returned to the city, accompanied by all his 
court. He difmifled his courtiers, and went 
to meditate alone in the retirement of his pa- 
lace on the means of deftroying a man who 
had arrived at fuch a pitch of reputation, as 
gained him more refpećt and efteem than the 
fplendour and power of the throne could pro- 
cure, | 
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In the camp at Coubet-Nafs-il-Saphir, ale 
moft the whole night was fpent in prepara- 
tions. The beautiful Negemet, whofe tent 
was te be ftruck very early, pafled the night 
in her carriage, under the guard of her eu- 
nuchs. Almokadan had brought thither the 
one who was deftined to be prefented to Źo- 
beide, namely Zrziałć. The young Hazad 
was placed where he might enjoy repofe; but 
his father Chebib remained with Giafar, to 
aflift him in the preparations for his depart- 
ure. 

At length, the fun appeared at the gates of 
the eafł; the two friends muft part; it is im= 
poflible to defcribe their laft affećtionate fare- 
well. Chebib returned to Damas, and Gia- . 
far proceeded on his journey to Bagdad. 

The Grand Vifier marched forward his 
.troop, with all the expedition which an ar- 
dent defre of compłying with the eagernefs 
and orders of the Caliph, and of being re- 
ftored to the bofom of his famiły, and the 
place which he occupied, could infpire. They 
marched day and night, and only ftopped to 
allow the men and the beafts of burden time 
- for eating. 

At fun-rife, on the fecond day after their 
departure, this little army had need of repofe, 
that they might be able to fupport the fatigues 
of the journey. He then ordered them te 
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ftop, and ercQt the tents in the msddle of an 
agreeable plain, at the meeting of two rivu- 
lets, the banks of which were covered with 
trees, and afłorded excellent pafturage. 

He chofe the mojł agreeable fituation in 
which to fix the tent cf his young fpoufe Ne- 


gemet, to whom he had given as a travelling 


companion in the litter, the fuppofed eunuch, 
who pafled for being intended as a prefent to 
the wife of the Caliph.  Negemet's tent was 
furrounded by thofe of the ennuchs who 'vere 
deftined to ferve her, and was placed at a lit- 
tle difłance from the camp, with a particular 
guard. 

When Giafar had viewed his encampment, 
and was afłured that nobody remained be- 
hind, and that every neceiflary precautiun 
kad been taken, that plenty might reign 
along with a prudent economy, he fęnt for 
Kalil, firft eunuch to the beautiful Negemet, 
and ordered him to tell her, that, 1f it was 
agreeable, he intended to come and dine with 
her. At the fame time, he gave'him a very 
beautiful ring to deliver to her. 

Kalil executed the meflage, and returned, 
bringipg back a very obliging anfwer from 
Negemet, who received tbe ring with refpećt. 
(Giafar having charged Kalil to take afide the 
young eunuch during tle repafi, and to make 
him take fome repofe in a tent near that of 
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Negemet, fent him back again to givć her 
thanks, and to let her know that he would 
. foon be with her. 

The Grand Vifier, after inquiring at Almo— 
kadan about the manner in which Hazad had 
fupported the fatigue, and being fatisficd with 
the anfwer, flew to the place, where, for the 
firft time, he was to be in private with the ob 
ject of his love. | 

JNegemet was (fitting on a cufhion; when 
fhe faw the Vifier, fhe rofe up and bowed down 
to falute him. But fhe was veiled, as if fhe 
had been receiving a ftranger. * My dear 
Negemet !” faid he to her, accofting her with 
a kind of furprife, ** I have formerly had the 
happinefs to fee your face without a veil and 
before your hufband you are exempted from 
that law which orders you to conceal ycurfelf 
irom thefight ofevery other man.” 

« Prince,” anfwered fhe in a foft tone, but 
yet with more firmnefs than could have been 
ex pećted from her youth and inexperience, ** you 
'are my fpoufe by the law: but when I have 
explained to you the reafons why I wear a 
veil in your prefence, the magnanimity, gene- 
rofity, and fenfibility of your foul will lead 
you to approve my modefty and referve.” 

Giafar, more and more aftonifhed, earneft- 
ly intreated to know thefe reafons ; and the 
beautiful Negemet thus continued. 
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« Great prince, form an idea of the friend- 
fhip which Chebib entertains for you, from 
the aftonifhing facrifice which it has led him 
to make. He faw you inffamed with love to 
a young lady whom you beheld watering 
flowers near a cafement in our palace, to which 
you was fitting oppofite. He was alarmed for 
your health, and facrificed to it an union 
which had been moft aufpicioufly formed three 
months before. In a word, to prelferve your 
life, and fecire your happiaefs, he gave up 
his own ; for I am his beloved wite, and you 
muft have recognized in me the perfon whó 
took care of the flowers.” 

Giafar continued for f(ome time fpeechlefs. 
Love for a while contended againft fentiments 
of friendfhip, gratitude, and the principles of 
true honour. The ftruggle was violent, but of 
fhort duration : his wirtuous habits prevailed 
over the efforts of paflion, and the prince oł 
the Barmecides thus fpoke. 

« O miracle of friendlhip and generofityj; a 
beyond every thing which my father could 
have conceived in predićting them ! The noble 
and generous Ghebib yielded up to me an 1n- 
eltimable treafure, of which he knew the full. 
value, to fave me from the'fatal effećts of my 
paflion! And could I abufe fuch goodnefs ? 
No, Madam, you are no longer my fpoule; 
you are that of my dear Chebib; and if you 
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agree to it, you fhall be my bęloved and re- 
ipećłed fiiter.”” 

Upon this declaration of the Vifier, Nege= 
met lifted up her veił. <* Prince,” faid fhe, 
« | ought no longer to conceal myfelf from 
the eyes of him who has fhewn me all the 
beauty of his foul ; and I befeech you not ta 
impute to vanity the encomium which, as 
wife ot Chebib, I beftow upon you: Yes, 
you are the worthy and the virtuous friend of 
Chebib !” 

« Ah! Madam,” faid Giafar, * May I 
always deferve that encomium ! But fince you 
are become my fifter, let ns think on means 
for preventing the malevolent difcourfes of the - 
wicked: You will give room for them by re- 
turning to Damas. You fhall occupy what- 
ever apartment In my palace at Bagdad is moft 
agreeable to you; and, if you wićh to give us 
great joy and honour, yon will be on the fame 


footirg with my fpoufe Fatmć, as I was with 


Chebib. You will fee the court of the Ca- 
liph ; and you will there enjoy every difłinc- 
tion which can filence the envious, and advance 
the honour of. your hufband, for which £ am 
as much intereficd as you can be.” 

«« Prince,” anfwered INegemet, ** my ho- 
nour and that of my bkufband are in your 
bańds; [ will do whatever you advife.”” 

Giafar 
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Giafar then'ordered the eunuch Kalil to go 
for the young traveller to Almokadan's tent. 
< What young man is that?” afked Nege- 
met :—'*' He is,” anfwered Giafar, * the fon of 
your hufband :*—'* What!” faid fhe, ina 
tranfport of joy, ** is our dear Hazad here? 
Shall I enjoy the pleafure of feeing him ? — 
« He is going to be brought to you, Ma- 
dam,” replied Giałar : ** I am delighted that 
his fociety 1s agreeable to you, and 1 will en- 
deavour to make it afliting to you in fupport- 
ing the wearinefs and fatigues of the journey. 
Henceforth, fince you are agreeable to one an- 
other, I will give you frequent opportunities 
of being together. I will order his tent to be 
erećted near yours; Almokadan fhall be in- 
iormed that you are the wife of my friend - 
Chebib, and that you wiflh to watch over 
your hufband's fon. Speak to your eunuch: 
Kalil in my prefence ; recommend this yaung 
man to his care; and in reply to every bo-. 
dy, take the charaćter of my friend's wife, 
that no ether opinion may be fpread through 
the camp.” 

At this moment Hazad entered, and Nege-. 
met embraced him with fuch marks of affec= 
tion, that fhe had almoft fainted. Giafar ad-- 
mired the power of his friend's virtues ; they 
had an influence even on the manners of the 
flarem, where commonly one wife cannot en- 
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dure the child of another. The afłećtiom: 
he infpired was of fuch a nature as to be 
diffufed over every thing which came from 
him. 

Dinner was ferved up; and Giafar, recovered 
from his paflion, as from a profound and danger- 
ous fleep, was affećted with behclding a woman 
and her fon-in-law, whofe love ta one another 
feemed to be as ftrong as It was innocent. He 
concluded with leaving them together ; and, 
having ordered Kalil the eunuch to remain at 
the door of the tent, pafled into that where Z1- 
zialć was, anxious how he fhould be able to 
keep her from the fight of young Hazad. As 
foon as the Perfian princefs faw the Vifier en- 
ter, fhe advanced towards him, and begged 
that he would grant her a favour. 

«« Prince,” faid (he, ** the heat and Świe of 
the journey have made an impreflion on the coun- 
tenance of young Hazad, who was newly reco- 
vered from a fit of ficknefs, when he fet out. I 
have feen him through the window of thelitter. 
1 have refources which he has not, to defend me 
from the heat of the fun. Allow mę to accom- 
pany the Aamazon of Almokadan ; that manner 
of travelling is more agreeable to me than thus 
to be fhnt up, though oppofite to one who is 
your fpoufe, and the moft beautiful perfon in 
the univerię,”? 
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«« She is not my fpoufe, princefs,”* replicd 
Giafar; * fhe is the fpoufe of my friend Chebib, 
and is going to Bagdad to ftay with Fatmć my 
wife, till Chebib come to claim at my houfe 
all the rights of hofpitality, which I have re- 
ceived from him. Since you defire it, Hazad 
fhall go into the litter with his father's wife ; 
and I perfectly acquiefce in the plan which 
appears to glve you pleafure.”* 

Giafar, after giving orders aceordingly, re- 
tired. to enjoy a little repofe. His foul had 
lately fuftained a terrible conflićt ; but, inftead 
of lofing.its vigour, it had acguired new force 
from the ftrnggle which it had made for vic- 
tory. He could now admire the Inconceivable _ 
generofity of his friend, without having occa- 
fion to blufh at his own conduct ; and he had 
got the afcendant of one of the ftrongelt paf- 
fions he had ever felt. 

When night was come, the mumerous and 
fplendid retinue refnmed their march to Bag-. 
dad. Zizialć rodeby the fide of Almokadan's 
fpoufe, and felt no inconvenience.  Markaff 
hovered over her, in the form of a cloud, and 
during the day always interpofed betwixt her 
and the fcorching rays of the fun. 

Hazad, in Negemet's carriage, confefled and 
related to her his extraordinary paflion, with- 
aut imagining that its objećł was fo near. 

With 
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With refpećt to Giafar, the farther he ad- 


vanced on his road, the more was he taken up 


„with the pleafing thoughts of feeing himfelf a- 


gain in the good graces of the Caliph. I£ 


"he had come from Damas as the hufband of 


the beautiful Negemet, the delicate Fatmć- 
might have been troubled at it, and Barme- 
kir perhaps diffatisfied. He could with piea- 
fure reflect, that his prelence would infpire 
nothing but joy. 

Such were the fituations of our travellers, 
when, from a rifing ground, they difcovered the 
glittering fpiresof Bagdad, and faw at the fame 


„time troops of horfemen, who came from the 


city to meet the Grand Vifier. The Zorans 
who had gone before, had warned them of his. 
near approach. 

The Caliph had taken care to give the air 
of. a triumph, to the Grand Vifier's return to 
Bagdad ; and thereby re-eftablithed the credit 
of his favourite, on whom he wiihed to confer 
the greateft authority, 

Giafar did not go to his own palace, whith- 
er Almokadan condućted Negemet and Hla- 
zad, but went direćtly to pay his tefpećtłs to 


. Hlaroun, and carried along with him the young 


princefs of Perfia, who was ftill di w as 

an eunuch. 
When the GCaliph faw Giafar arrive, he 
prevented the reipećtful homage which the 
minifter. 
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minifter. meant to pay him, by public de= 
monftrations of his fincere friendlhip; and 
both of them fhut themfelves up for a 
mutual explanation. lIhe Caliph required 
from Grafar not to omit the fmalleft circum- 
ftance of all his adventures fince his departure 
from Bagdad; and the Vifier was ferupulous to 
conceal nothing from him. 

When he was at the ftory of his AE for 
Negemet, the Caliph could not reftrain 
from laughing. * Go on, my friend, go 
on,” faid he; ** you fhall know why the cir- 
cumftances of this adventure caufe me 
laugh.” 

The Vifier continued, and pafled on to what 
refpećted Zizialć. ** Where is (he? afked 
Haroun. ** As I entered the city,”” anfwered 
Giafar, ** I gave her incharge to one of Zo- 
beide”s eunuchs””—=—* And where is the young 
lover?” alked he again.—* In my palace,” 
replied Giafar, and continued to relate his 
adventures till his arrival in Bagdad. 

The Vifier beheld with how great fatisfaca 
tion Haroun heard of the generofity of Che- 


- bib, which he himfelf fo much efteemed ; and 


read in the eyes of the man who was both his 


„mafter and his friend, the pleafure which he 


derived from his victory over his love. The 
ftory of the prince of the Barimecides was at 
length ended ; and the Caliph began. 
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« My dear vifier,”” faid he, ** if the Giaf- 
fer gave ns every year as much bufinefs as it 
has'procured for us this, the reading of that 
book would be very dangerous to our repofe. 
You have in every refpeśt been put into a 
great commotion ; but it is not allover. The 
remainder, however, regards you lefs than it 
does me, who mufż fet out for Damas, upon 
the firft fignal given me ; luckily it will not 

| be ambiguous. But before I explain my- 
felf on this fubjett, I require you to tell 
me why I began with laughing when that 
memorable reading of the Giafar took place 
| previous to your departure ?*”* 
) « You have been fo good,” replied Giafar, 
| ś«ąs give me the hint ; thie book fhewedthat I 
would become foolitfhly enamoured like a 
child.” 

«« I appeared fad,” faid Haroun, * explain 
the reafon of this fecond emotion.” 

« You faw,” fad the Vifier, ** my friend 
renounce his own happinefs to promote mine.” 








ł « Know you why I wept?” replied the 
Caliph—** No,” faid the Vifier—** This,” re- 
; plied Harcun, ** I muft explain to you. 

'« You expofed the moft virtuous man 
upon earth to the biackeft calumny, and 
to the moft horrible outrage. Be not too 
much alarmed, fince heaven inceflantly 
watches over him. But as foon as the fun's 
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difk fhall appear red, I muft fet out for Da-. 
mas. (Get ready the iwiftefłt camels in my 
ftables and in yours, but letit not be fufpect- 
ed that they are for me ; let Almokadan Hafz 
fan hold the Zorans In readinefs to march, as 
if fome trifling expedition into the neighbour- 
hood were intended. While I pay my tri- 
bute to deftimy, you muft govern alone, as I 
have done in your abfence. You will readily 
forgive me for allowing you to fet out like a 
dervife, fince you know that you could have 
learned or done nothing, but by going alone; 
unknown, and perfectly ignorant of what was 
to happen.” | 

Day was beginning to appear when this 
long converfation ended. The Vifier went to 
find repofe in his palace, where luckily they 
had been previoufly informed that the Caliph 
and he would not foon part, after being fo 
long without ieeing one another. 

Zobeide took the young princefs of Perfia 
under her protećtion, and appointed to her, 
women, eunuchs, and a commodious apart 
ment. Zizialć difmifled Markaff, determined 
no longer to praćtife the leflons of her nurfe. 

Negemet found every poilible happinefs 
with Giafar's fpoufe, who forced her to take 
her ownapartment ; and at the court ot the 
Caliph, fhe met with the moft flattering hon- 
ours and diftinćtions. dęc 
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The governor of the young Hazad was Gi- 
afar himfelf, who inftruGted him in the know- 
ledge of men and things. AJl went well at 
Bagdad; but at Damas the fcene was reverfed, 
and every thing was on the point. of going to 
ruin. 

A bdelmelek-Ben-Merouan, returned to his 
capital with his heart full of rage. This fe- 
cret tyrant (for under the government of 
Haroun Alrafchid there could be no open 
ones) had many crimes to reproach himflelf 
with. The incorruptible probity of Chebib 
was always hateful in his eyes; he confidered 
him as a fpy of the Caliph ; and he was con- 
vinced that the Grand Vifier had come to Da- 
mas in order to learn the fentiments of the 
people concerning the exifting government. 
Giafar had left it apparently fatisfied with his 
conduct ; but there was no trufting to appear- 
ances. He had obferved, that Chebib had dil- 
played greater extravagance in entertaining this 
gueft than he had ever done before. ln (hort, en- 
tirely to gain over to Lim the fecond chief of 
the empire, he had not only given him his only 
fon as an hoftage, but had even facrificed to 
his defires bis own wife, whofe charms were 
every where renowned. It was well known 
rhat Chebib tenderly loved his fon, and was 
highly enamoured of Negemet. It was not 
patutal to make fuch facrifices to a ftrarger; 
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and that friendfhip of fo late a date from 
which they originated, appeared a chimera in 
the eyes of Abdelmelek. | 

i'his king, tormented by remorfe and jea- 
lonfy, thought of nothing but of the means he 
fhoulq employ for the defłrućtion of his ene- 
my. His inclination for beautiful women 
was the pretext for that crime, which was 
about to be imputed to him. 

There was at Damas, in the quarter where 
Chebib lived, a joiner, whofe wife was rec» 
koned the mofł beautiful woman in the city. 
The qualities of her mind were not fo much 
efteemed as thofe of her external appear- 
ance. Abdelemelek devifed the fcheme, of 
fpreading a reporj, that Chebib was in love 
with her, and wifhed to replace by the conqueft 
of ker, the daughter of Sheffandar Haflan 
whom he had given up to Giafar; in 
fhort, of aflaflinating the hufband by people 
hired by himfelf, and imputing the crime to 
Chebib. But he muft have proofs prepared 
which fhould certify the faćt in fuch a man- 
ner, that the accufed would fuffer by the law, 
and in no refpećt appear a vićiim to perfonal 
hatred. 

* Giafar mnuft be deprived of every pretence 
for taking part with Chebib, and the latter 
muft remain convićted in the opinion of that 
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minifter who was his friend, of the crime for 
which the judges fhould condemn him. 

It was neceflary to procure fome ftriking 
evidence. The king of Damas, in one of 
thofe moments, when he indulged in ofłtenta- 
tion, had given Chebib a very beautiful ring. 
When the latter, who was ftrićtly attentive to 
the refpećt due to the king, went to dine at 
the palace, though he had many more preci- 
cus jewels, he never failed to put on this ting 
in preference to every other, before taking 
his feat at Abdelmelek's table. 

This ring was to be taken from him without 
being perceived. An eunuch, who was a 
confummate juggler, undertook this tafk, as 
he gave Chebib water to wafh after the 
rcpalt. He executed his defign at the conclu- 
lion of a fupper which had continued till very 
late. (Chebib not perceiving it, returned to 
his own palace without his ring, and even 
without his poniard ; for the juggler had ex-, 
ceeded the orders of Abdelmelek, in carrying 
off this weapon. 

When the tyrant was mafter of the ring 
and the poniard, the reft of the abominable 
intrigue followed of confequence. The join- 
er, as he was returning to his own houfe, was 
imurdered before Chebib's door ; and the af- 
faffins were not perceived. An ufher 
in Abdelmelek's palace, as corrupted as 

his 
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bis mafter, and equally abandoned to wicked- 
nefs, was in love with, and beloved by the 
jeiner*s widow. Hie prevailed upon her to. 
accufe Chebib of having tempted her during 
the lifetime of her hufband, to give herfelf to 
him by divorcing her fponfe, or obliging him 
to divorce her; in fhort, of having fent her, a 
fkort time after the murder, his ring and a 
promife of marriage. 

Four witnefies were ready to depone that 
they had feen Chebib commit the crime ; the 
widow was aflured that Chebib's goods would 
be confifcated to her ufe; and his magnificent 
palace, of which Abdelmelek referved nothing 
to himfelf but the furniture, was promifed 
to the ufher. 

The king of Damas had aflembled a Divan, 
in which Chebib fat at the head of all the 
grandees of the fłate. Abdelmelek was in- 
formed, that a woman in a veil appeared to 
demand juftice for an atrocious crime com= 
mitted by a powerful man. The fovereign 
unconcernedly ordered her to be brought in. 
The widow appeared uttering loud fighs, pro- 
ftrated herfelf, and demanded juftice againft 
the murderer of her hufband. The whole Di- 
van agreed, that if (he knew him, and could 
bring proofs'of his guilt, fhe fhoułd recelve 
inftant juftice, 
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The widow then refumed her fpeech, and 
told the whole ftory, which her lover, the 
ufher of the palace, had fuggefted to her, 
without naming the guilty perfon. The firft 
proof fhe offered was the ring which her huf- 
band”s murderer had fent her, and which fhe 
required to be put under feal ; fhe like- 
wife gave the names of the four wituefles 
who faw the murder committed, and had 
taken up the affafin's poniard.  _Abdelme- 
lek ordered the fecretary of the Divan to 
take the ring and the names of the witnefles; 
and the widow withdrew. | 

When fhe had retired, Abdelmelek fpoke 
as follows: ** Here,” faid he, ** a dreadful 
crime has been committed ; and I afk of my 
officers and minifłers, what is the punifhment 
which the law denounces againft fo horrible 
an attempt.” | 

« Sire,” replied the chief minifter of reli- . 
gion, © itis the punifhment of death. It is 
commanded in three books; in that of Mo- 
fes, in that of Yefac-Ben-Mariann, and laft- 
ly, in the Alcoran. No mercy can be fhewn 
to the murderer of a Muffulman.” 

The whole affembly acceded to the opinion 
of the Muphti, except Chebib, who fpoke 
laft. He added, that 1f it was juft that the 
guilty fhould fuffer, it ought not to be on 
mere prefumptions; and that the complaint, 

and 
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and the proofs'of the crime fhould be ferjoufly 
Inquired into. 0: 

« Nothing can be more juft,” replied Ab- 
delmelek ; ** and fince religion has here been 
offended in the attempt to violate the facred 
bond of marriage, I charge the Muphti to 
affembłe the Cadis, and inftautly to begin the 
trial, that no refpite may be given to the 
crime, and that the criminal may be judged 
in the Divan, which fhall be aflembled again 
to-morrow. 

Chebib, without fufpećting it, was in the 
moft eminent danger. But at the very mo- 
ment when the joiner Houffein had been mur= 
dered, the phenomenon bpredićted by the 
Gieffer'appeared over Bagdad. The fun ać 
that place feemed covered with blood, and 
Haroun was on his road to Damas. 'Thisci- 
ty, in the mean time, was allin an uproar. 
Chebib*s houfe was furrounded ; and he wasin= 
formed that he muft appear next day at the 
Divan, as accufed of murdering Houflein, and 
of attempting to feduce this workman”s wife. 
The virtuous Chebib raifed his foul to God 
in prayer, and recommended himfelf to the 
great prophet. After tulfilling this duty, he 
fupped, and went to bed. 

The inhabitants were aftonifhed to fee fo' 
beneficent and virtuous a man fufpećted of 
having cominited fuch a. crime as was imput-- 
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ed to him. 'The poor, whom he had fne- 
coured, lamented that they would enjoy his 
beneficence no more: Thofe who envied him, 
but who were few in number, rejoiced at his 
misfortune ; while the agents of Abdelmelek 
fpread abroad, that an unreftrained love of 
women leads aftray the man of the beft efta- 
blifhed principles. The night which fucceed- 
ed this day, was fpent in tumult and agita- 
tion. 

In the mean time, at the break of day, the 
two blind men met at the door of the grand 
niofque : both of them had come thither to 
pray for Chebib. 

«« My wife,” faid the elder, ** has had a 
fingular dream laft night. She faw all the 
lamps which are under the dome of Goubet- 
il-Nafier, almofłt extinguifhed ; but fuddenly 
there arofe a gentle zephyr which revived 
them, and made them fhine with a brightnefs 
infupportable to the eyes.” 

«< My father,” replied the youngeft of the 
blind men, ** has feen Markaff, who told him, 
as he left him, that he was going to throw 
himfelf into the Albana, that he might be 
„taken with a line : it is for Chebib,” faid he. 
« What can this great man do with a difh of 
fifh in his prefent fituation? My old friend, 
the genie Karkafs, in leaving me, made him- 
śelf fo little, that I entirely loft fight of him. 
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He told me he was going to creep into a 
place where nothing but the air and himfelf 
could penetrate. It is their queen Tantoura 
who has ordered them thus to difpofe of them- 
felves for the fafety of Chebib. This wor- 
thy man has many enemies here below, bro- 
ther, but Grod permits him to have friends as 
powerful, as they are procured in an extraor= 
dinary manner.” | 

«« What fay you of Chebib ??* faid one oś 
the dervifes, who was likewife going to the 
mofque; ** if you love him of whom you was 
fpeaking, receive alms in the name of that 
truly generous man, and come along with us 
into the mofque, to pray that bis judges may 
be enlightened, and his calumniators punifh- 
ed.” 

« You fhall not go alone into the mofque,” 
faid three men, who came from three different 
quarters ; ** we are come here for the fame 
purpofe.” 

One of them held a parrot in his hand ; an- 
other carried a large filh in a bafket; the 
third had a pure, almoft empty, hanging at 
his girdłe, and was accompanied by a young 
boy. Thefe new comers addrefled the dervi- 
fes: ** Since you came here to pray for the 
generous Chebib, receive us into your com- 
pany,” 
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« Very willingly;” faid the dervifes, ** but 
here is a bird and a fifh, which cannot go a- 
long with us. —* [ will keep them,” faid 
the youth who accompanied the man that 
came laft ; and they all went into the mofque. 

There the moft fervent prayers were of- 
fered up, mingled with fighs and groans. 
When they were fini(hed, thefe people who 
were accidentally collected together, (namely, 
the fifherman, the cook, the feller of lemou 
nade, who were mentioned in relating the ad- 
ventures of Giafar, and the three dervifes 
who were Chebib”s guefts) talked together, 
before they left the mofque, of the motive 
which had brought them to prayers fo early 
in the morning, and communicated to one an- 
other the defign which they all had of going 
to the place of judgment. 

The Divan was to be held in the open air, 
and Abdelmelek had caufed the public criers 
proclaim, that all the people might come and. 
afift at the triał. As Chebib's friends came 
out of the mofque, they faw a crowd of peo- 
ple afembled round the young man who kept 
the parrot and the filh. "The bird incefłantly 
cried, Cbhebib ts innocent. |It was Tantoura, 
the queen of the genies, who, having changed. 
herfelf into a parrot, and taken the place of 
one which belonged to the feller of lemonade,, 
had, fince day-break, inceflantly difiurbed the: 

houlfe 
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houfe with its cry. The feller of lemonade 
wag refolved to prefent this bird to the coun- 
cil, when he had faid his prayers. 

The fifherman had, in the morning, been 
throwing his net into the.river. Perceiving a 
large fi(h near the edge of the water, he caft 
his line, and pronounced aloud ; 1» the name 


of the generous (bebib, wbo is perfecuted by . 


tbe malice of men. The filh fprung at the 
hook. as foon as it was thrown into the river. 
The fifherman had brought this fifh, fuppof- 
ing, that though mute, it would undoubted. 
ly bear tefiimony in favour of Chebib, fince 
it evidently allowed itfelf to be taken in his 
name. 

«« Some days ago,” faid the cook, ** four 
fellows of a very fufpicious appearance, came 
to regale themfelves at my houfe. As they 


were bufy in the entertainment, they began 


to quarrel about the divifion of a large fum of 


„gold, contained in a purfe. Oneof them pre- 


tended that the largeft fhare belonged to him, 
becaufe he had done more than the reft. They 
threw the difhes at one znother”s heads, and we 
were obliged to feparate them. One of them 
complained of being unable to manage him- 
felf, for they had given him a blow upon the 
only eye of which he had the ufe: the other, 
though apparently found, was, in reality, af- 
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(46 I prevailed upon one of his comrades,”* 
continued the cook, ** to condućt him to his 
own houfe. 'Thefe people left my fhop in 
fuch confufion, that they forgot the purfe 
which had contained: the gold they had divid- 
ed, and in which there remained two fequins. 
I thought that as I was to be among the peo- 
ple to-day, on account of the trial of Chebib, 
the purfe might find its owners, and ; have 
fixed it to my girdle,” 

«« With refpećt to us,” faid the dente, 
« we are the guefts and friends of Chebib, 
and, having prayed for him, we intend to go 
to the płace of trial, to fee how far the wic- 
kednefs of man can go againft this mirror of 
generofity and virtue.” 

This little party fet out with one accord. 
Wherever the crowd oppofed their paffage, 
the pretty parrot, which was carried on the hand 
oś the young man, cried with a loud and clear 
voice, Place! place! and every one fell back 
very naturally, without reflećting on the fin- 
gularity of the order, which they obeyed.- 

At length Chebib's friends arrived at the 
inclofure, where the fuppofed criminal was 
to be confronted with his accufers. 'Ihefe 
were already come to the place, and they got 
fo near them, that they could almoft touch 
them ; they.were feparated from them RE 
by a rail, i 
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"The judges immediately took the feats pre- 
pared for them. Abdelmelek alone was wait- 
ed for ; he foon took his place, and the accuf= 
ed was ordered to be brought forth. : 

Chebib was now in the fatal fcene. The 
widow who made the complaint was with- 
out the railing, dreffed in mourning, and 
covered with a veil, which defcended to the 
ground. Having received orders, fhe was a- 
bout to rile to bring forward the accufation 


againft the perfon whom fhe pretended to 


be guilty of her hufband's murder, when 
fuddenly the parrot uttered fome founds in 
fuch perfect imitation of thofe of a trumpet, 
that the whole attention was drawn towards 
them, and the widow of Houflein was pre- 
vented from opening her lips. 

They were beginning to recover from the 
furprize, which the noife of the parrot had 
occafioned, when they heard the real found of 
trumpets, It was an(wered by other military 
inftruments, and every thing announced the 
arrival of the Caliph, who had juft alighted 
from his dromedary, attended by all the lead- 


. ers of his guard. 


 Abdelmelek eagerły defcended from his 

throne to meet his fovereign; and the Caliph 
advanced towards him with an open and grin 
Clous air, 
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« King of Damas,” faid he, * my arrival 
here muft not furprize you. Entrufted with 
watching over the happinefs of Mufulmen, 
of whom Heaven has conftituted me the chief 
upon earth, I owe them all the fame marks 
of attention ; and I am come to applaud the 
profperity, which, under ybu, I am perfuad- 
ed tłiey enjoy. I learned, as I arrived, that 
you was employed in a folemn aćt of juftice, 
of which you wifhed the people to be wit- 
ńefles. Delicacy prevents me from fufpećt- 
ing the motives by which the judges will be 
determined. [I approve, likewife, the precau- 
tion which you have taken, to furround the 
place chofen for fuch an aflembly, with a 
body of troops, in order to maintain order, 
and infure the execution of the law. As'you 
are here fulflling the painful funćtions an- 
nexed to the diadem, I am happy 1n having 
arrived in fufhieient time to aflift you in fup- 
porting the burden, and I join myfelf to you 
in prefiding over the trial.” 

Abdelmelek was thunderftruck with this 
declaration of the Caliph, and only anfwered 
with broken words, which had no diftinct 
meaning. At length the Caliph afcended 
the throne ; and the trembling king of Da- 
mas fat down on bis left hand. The Galiph 
faw the peron who brought the complaint 
before him, addrefied himfelf to her, and 
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with mildnefs and dignity, ordered it to be 
renewed. 

The widow of Houflein could not bear the 
awful prefence of the fucceflor of Mahomet. 
The falfehood died upon her lips, as fhe was a- 
bout toutterit ; and fhe fell into a fwoon, which 


. prevented her from fpeaking. The clerk was 
'obliged to read the complaint, as it had been 


written ; he then fhewed the ring, which was 
the pretended evidence of the plan of feduc- 
tion, and the poniard, which demonftrated the 
murder. 

The ring pafled through the hands of the 
judges ; fome of them recollećted that it be- 
longed to Chebib, and Abdelmelek declared, 
that he had given it to him three years ago. 
The Galiph took the ring, examined it, and 
ordered it to be delivered to Chebib, that he 
might declare if he knew it. 

« This was my ring,” replted Chebib; * I 
loft it fome time ago, and never gave, nor of- 
fered it to any perfon.” 

« Do you know the woman who accufes 
you?” replied Haroun ; ** Did you court her 
by means of any one? 

« Ofublime Caliph !” anfwered Chebib, **[ 
have heard her talked of, but I never faw her, 
nor did I comimiiłion any perfon to fpeak to 
her about me ; I knew her hufband, and have 
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employed him to work for me: I have done 
him good, but never any harm.” 

«« [There are four witnefles,”” continued the 
Caliph, ** who depone that they faw you kill 
Houflein, a few fłeps- from your own door, 
and then return to your houfe.” 

*« Protector of the Faithful,” anfwered Che- 
bib, * it belongs to God, and not to me, to 
confound that impofture, which is intended to 
overwhelm me : but I fce here three derviles, 
who are my guefts, and with whom I was en- 
gaged in converfation, when I was fuppofed 
to have committed the crime.” 

1le Caliph ordered the four accufers to bę 
heard, and their declarations correfponded 
exaćtly. While all the four took refuge un- 
der a portico, wliere they had accidentally met 
during a ftorm, and where they were conceal- 
ed behind tbe pillars, which ferved them for 
a -fhelter, they faw Chebib come behind Houf- 
iein, and fiab him twice with a poniard ; they 
took up this weapon, which had fallen from 
the murderer*s hand, and next day carried it 
to the widow. | 

The Caliph defired to fee the poniard, and 
fhewed it to Chebib. ** I know,” faid he, 
* the handle and blade of this poniard, on 
which my cypher is engraved ; I loft it at the 
fame time with my ring; but I obferve that 
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falfe ftones have been put in płace of the dia- 
monds with which it was ornamented.” 

The Galiph, upon this decłaratton, was fa- 
tisfied with faying to the king, ** The poniard 
appears to me very fufpicious: In reality, the 
ftones of itare falfe; the; have been fet by a. 
jeweller, and we will find him, unlefs he is 
an accomplice inthe robbery. It is not likely' 
that Chebib, who in every thing is fo magni- 
ficent, would have the affećtation to adorn 
himfelf with falfe jewels.” 

After this fhort couverfation with the king 
of Damas, Haroun afked the firft witnefs, 
« Did you fee Chebib kill Houflein ? 

«« I fwear,” anfwered the witnefs, « by our 

great prophet, that I faw him with both my 
eyes.” 
« He les,” inftantly cried a firm, though 
fhrill voice, * be /ees only witb' one eye.” It 
was the parrot carried on the young man's fin- 
ger, who thus gave him the lie. This addrefs 
occafioned fome fmall difturbance ; and, while 
they were fearching for its author, the Ca- 
liph proceeded to interrogate the fecond wit- 
nefs, puttlng the fame queftion to him as to 
the former. | 

« As certainly,”” anfwered the man, * did I 
fee Chebib murder Houflein, as I am a muf- 
fulman.” ; 
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«« Zle lies,” uttered the fame voice, * for be 
zs not ctrcumcifed.” 

They then perceived that it was the parrot 
that fpoke. Achmet Balan, ufher in waiting 
to the king of Damas, wifhed to feize the bird, 
but it bithis hand, ©il the blood appeared, and 
with a firoke of its beak, made the ftone of 
bis ring leap out. The diamond rołled to- 
wards Chebib's feet, who took it up, and faid, 
<< Here is the brilliant which was on the hilt 


of my fword ; the Caliph will recolledł it, for 


I oweit to his goodnefs.” The murmur ex- 
cited by thefe different incidents was appeafed, 
and the Caliphi went on with the proof, ad- 
drefling himfelf to the third witnefs. This 
man, who was by the fide of the fifherman, 
put his hand upon the large fifh, whofe jaw 
had bten half torn away by the drawing back 
of the line. ** I fwear,” faid he, ** that what» 
I have declared is as certain as I now put my 
hand upon a dead filh.” No fooner had the 
„man uttered the oath, than the fifh, darting 
from the bafket a firoke with its tail at the 
face of the perjurer, made the blood fpring 
from his nofe, leaped over the heads of the 
byftanders, and plunged into a canal, formed 
near the płace by the waters of the river. 

The Galiph, lefs furprifed than delighted 
with thefe wonders, pafled on to the laft wit-- 
nef3. 
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This man thought that he difcovered at the 
cook's girdle a purfe which belonged to him< 
felf, and which he did not believe he had left 
in the fhop. 

<< I fwear,”” anfwered he, ** that my accu- 
fation is as trne as I am certain of feeling my 
purfe at this cook's girdle.”” | 

« Tou lie,” faid the bird again; ** the 
purfe ts ddchmet Balans, tbe kimg”s ujber ; bis 
mark is on tbe bottom of it.” 

After all thefe proofs of the fagacity of the 
parrot, the Caliph turned towards Abdelmelek. 
'< We have juft now, brother,” faid he, ** feen 
verilied what has been fo often faid, that the: 
goodnefs of GChebib has interefted in his fa- 
vvur every thing in nature, which has the 
breath of life.  Behold the .efforts which the 
bird and fifh have now made to refcue him 
from the blackeft and moft atrocious of all 
calumnies. If I have any experience in cri- 
minal trials, I already know fome of thoie 
who are involved in this terrible confpiracy 
againft virtue. I know not who is the chief 
of them; but I fhall be able likewife to difco= 
ver him.” | 

The Caliph then turned to the parrot, and 
laid, ** Pretty little friend of Chebib, tell us 
the name of Houflein*s murderer, who intend- 
el allo to murder Chebib.” 
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«6 Tą zy on tbe bottom of” tbe ring flolen from 
Cbebib,”” anfwered the parrot, and at the fame 
time flew away. 

The Galiph caufed the ring be delivered tą 
him ; there was no need of a jeweller to take 
the ftone from its place ; Karkafs, who was 
jnclofed in it, made 1t leap out at the proper 
moment ; and underneath there was found writ- 
ten the pame of Abdelmeleń. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the diftrefs of 
the king of Damas, during the proof which 
the Galiph had been taking ; but when hefaw 
prodigies heaped up to manifeft his crimes, 
and at laft difcover him, his confufion render- 
ed him motionlefs. 

« Abdelmelek,” faid the Calipl to him, 
with that awful tone which he fometimes al- 
fumed, * delcend from the throne which you 
have ftained ; mftantly lay afide every mark 
of that dignity of which I deprive you ; take 
the place of that virtuous man whom you 
unworthiły confpired to deftroy, by rob- 
bing him of his honour, as well as his life ; 
you have afłembled the people to fhew them 
a memorable example of juftice, and: Heaven 
has fent me hither to caufe it light on you and 
your aceomplices.” 

Abdelmelek could not move ; he was pe- 
trified : Haroun afumed fo terrible a tone, 
that 
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that terror, rather than obedience, hurled the 
unforunate fovereign from his throne. 

«« Let him be feized,”” faid Haroun to the 
officers of jufłice, ** and allow him to live on- 
ly till he has witnefled the punifhment of thofe 
whom he has drawn into tranfgreflion. You, 


nobles and citizens of Damas, who are per- 


fent, and you, ftrangers, by whatever motive 
you have been brought hither, if iear has hi-: 
therto reftrained you from giving teftimony 
in favour of: innocence, and from pulliwg off 
the mafk from guilt, fpeak now without cvn- 
ftraint, and aflifl me in difcovering the accom- 
plices of fuch iniquity.” 

« Sire,” faid one of the dervifes, ** my two 
brothers and I faw the four men who have 
depofed againft Chebib, come out of Achmet 
Balan's houfe, the day after Houfiein the join- 
er was murdered ; they went to eat at the 
ihop of the cook who is befide us, and fell a- 
difputing about the divifion of a great quanti- 
ty of gold which they had in their pofleffion. 
One of them forgot his purfe ; and the cypher 
of Achmet Balan, as the bird declared, is writ- 
ten on the bottom of it.” 

* Let Achmet: Balan inftantly give up his 
robe, and ufher's ftaff,”” (aid the Caliph, ** and 
let him and his. four accomplices be put to- 
death, after a confeffion of their guilt, and a 
declaration of the names of their aflociates 

have 
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have heen forced from them : let Houffein"s 
widow be thrown into a dungeon, to wait 
her fate.” 

The Caliphi”s orders were rmmediately put 
in execution. All the criminals were drag- 
ged to the place of puniilhment ; and Abdelz 
melek enjoyed the eruel difłinćtion of dying . 
laft. | 

"When tlicfe difagreeable objećłs were re- 
moved, the Caliph refumed his ferene air, and 
thus addrefled Chebib : 

'« Come, my former landlord, my friend, 
my brcther, come and place yourfelf by my 
fide. I will not put upon your head the 
diadem wich your predeceffor has ftained ; but 
kmake you king of Damas. I. forcfee you 
will oppofe me; know, however, that 1 do 
not befeech you to accept the throne, but that 
in the name of the Almighty God, who ruleth 
over you and me, and in that of our great 
prophet, I command you to afcend it;. and'I 
order all the princes and grandees who are pre 
ient, to acknowledge you for their king.” 

Chebib, notwithfianding his modefiy and 
relućtance, was forced to obey the orders of 
the Caliph ; and was encourzged to do foby a. 
general. acclamation,. with which all Damas 
refounded. 

When this ceremony was over, Haroun be. 
came a fecond. time Chebib's gueft. They 

dilcourfed. 
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_ difcourfed together of the intereft of the ftate; 


and the Caliph gave Chebib information con- 
cerning Giafar, the. lovely Negemet, and the 
young Hazad. A meflenger from the Grand 
Vifier had already informed the new king of 


„,Damas, of the generous refolution he had ta- 


ken with regard to Negemet: and Chebib 
congratulated himfelf lefs on his good fortune 


"jn feeing her reftored to him, than that he 


owed her to a virtuous refolution in his 


friend. 


When this fubjećt of converfation was ex- 
haufted, Haroun informed Chebib of the plan 
of marrying Hazad to the Sultan of Hurak's 
daughter ; and related to him the whole hif- 
tory of the two rings, which Giafar had con= - 
cealed from him. 

The Caliph undertook to afk Ziziale from 
the Sultan her father, and to inform him that 
fhe was at Bagdad with Zobeide. Ambaffa- 
dors from the Caliph were immediately dif- 
patched te the Sultan of Hirak. 

Haroun Alrafchid, having eftablifned Che- 
bib upon the throne, returned without delay 
to Bagdad. When he arrived, lie made his 


friend the Vifier tremble at the recital of the 


danger which Chebib bad run; and the whole 


prediction of: the Giaffer was now completely 
fuliiled, 


Whilę 


226 ARABIAN TALES, 


While the Caliph returned to Bagdad, Che- 
bib having been made king almoft in fpite of 
hirmafelf, at length employed tie treafures of 
knowledge which he had acquired to a nobler 
purpole than that for which they were origi- 
nally defigned: for what good may not an in- 
telligent and virtuous king accomplifh ? 

The firit inflance of his greatnefs of mind 
was difplayed-in fuccouring the family of Ab- 
delmelek. He reftored to them all their pof- 
feflions, and behaved towards them more like 
a father than a king. But his generofity fhone 
lefs upon the throne, for it was more divided. 
He only confidered himfelf as the manager of 
the public treafury, to which he had joined 
his own private fortune. 

The fudden difappearance of the princefs 
Zizialć, left the Sultan of Hirak and his fpoufe 
in the utmoft diftrefs. The envoys from the 
Galiph and the king of Damas, excited the 
moft lively joy, by informing them that fhe 
was with Zobeide. "The letters which they 
received at the fame time, explained to them, 
that the propofed marriage with Iiazad was am 
arrangement to which the fates had contribut- 
ed; and they agreed to it the more readily, be- 
caufe the generofity of Ghebib, Flazad's father, 
had gained him the efteem of all Perfia; and 
tle luftre of his virtues was, in their eflima- 


tign, increafed by the fplendvu: of the throne. 
The 
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"The Sultan of Hirak immediately fet out 
Tor Bagdad : bufinefs of ftate called thither al- 
fo the new king of Damas; and the court of 
the Caliph was foon increafed, by the arrival 
of thbefe two fovereigns. Harouna received.the 
Sultan of Hirak with great difłinćtion in his 
own palace ; but Chebib was the gueft of his 
friend Giafar. The nuptials of Hazad with the 
princefs Zizialć, followed foon alter the meet- 
ing of the perfons whofe confent was neceflary. 

The charming Negermet entered again into 
her firft ties, with new claims on her hufband's 
beart. Tlefe happy unious were celebrated 
by magnificent fefłivals. : 

The generous Chebib, loaded with the fa- 
vours of fortune, and enjoying the fweets of 
łove and friendfhip, returned to his govern- 
ment; and the Sultan of Hirak carried into 
his dominions his daughter's new fpoufc, who 
was become the prefumptive heir to his ' 
crown. | 

The Caliph and Giafar, Zobeide and Fat- 
mć, felt fome regret at the moment of 4epa- 
ration from four perfons who had become ve- 
ry dear to them. The princefies had conceiv=- 
ed as ftrong a likingfor Zizialć and Negemet, 
as their hufbands had done for Chebib and his 
fon. But fate had determined that thefe two 
engaging couples fhould go to conftitute the 
happinefs of thofe ftates over which they were 
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to reign; znd the Czliph, his Viźer, and their 
wives, muft agree to this laft facrnice; that 
the work in which ttey had been iniirument- 
al, might not remain unfinifhed. 

Scheherazade having thus conciuded the 
bifłory of the adventures of Giafar and Che- 
bib, zddrefied her diicourfe to Schahriar. 

« Sire, your majefty wil agree that the 
Caliph Haroun Alrafchid difplayed, in thefe 
different adventures, all the aćtivity, pru- 
dence, and penetration, which can be expećt- 
ed from a great man. As it is impofible to 
exhauft the excellent qualities of this cele- 
brated prince, if my recitals are not difpleaf- 
ing to your majefty, I will undertake to give 
an account of the adventures of Halechałdć, 
and of tbe young unknown lady; in which the 
penetration and jufiice of the Caliph will ap- 
pear ina manner truly worthy of himfelf.”? 
"The Sultan, who never wearied hearing Sche- 
herazade, befought her to begin her ftory, 
which fhe d:d in the following words. 
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Sżory of Halecbalbće and tbe unkownńn Lady. 


Lu Caliph Haroun Alrafchid fent for Gia- 
far his Grand Wifier, and Mefrour his chief 
eunuch. * I intend,” faid he, ** to go 
down to Bagdad in difguife, that I may, 
vifit my hofpitals, and examine whether the 
adminiftration of them is wife and regular, 
and whether the patients there receive that 
affiftance and relief of which they ftand in 
need. [I will afiume the difguife of a dervile: 
do you, who are to accompany me, chooie a, 
drefs by which you wall be completely con- 
cealed.”* 

The orders of the Galiph were obeyed, and 
he fet out with bis attendants on his expedition, 
He wasinthe centreef tlie eftablifhments which 
he had propofed to vifit, and every thing appear- 
ed in the order which he wifhed for, until he 
arrived at the gate of a very large court, 
where he heard a noife. * Whence comes 
this noife ?” faid he to Giafar. 

« This,” anfwered the Vifier, ** is the 
place where mad people are confined. 'Ihofe 
whofe madnefs is not dangerous, are allowed 
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to walk in the great court, and they have 
their cells or fmal! apartments all around.” 

<< Let us go in,” faid the Caliph; * this 
object is alfo interefting. Let us firft afcer— 
tain if they are all confined for proper rea 
fons. [here are many peopłe left at liberty, 
wio deierve to be confined ; perhaps there are 
fome here, whom it would be for the intereft 
both of fociety and themfelves, te reftore to 
freedom. Let each of us examine apart one 
of the inhabitants of this place; let us deter- 
mine by lot, which of the three fhall begin 
the examination, and we will immediately 
fet to work. The lot decided that Mefrour 
ihould begin. 

AIl three having entered the court, the 
chief eunuch went ftraight to the firft cell. 
He found there a man of about forty years of 
age, fmoking a pipe, with a ferious air, and 
leaning his elbow on a table, upon which 
there were fome papers. He faluted the 
fmoker,who made him a due return. * I fup- 
pofe,”” faid Mefrour to him, ** that you are 
entrufted with overfteing thofe who make 
noife in the court.” 

« Overfeeing,”” anfwered the fmoker, ** is a 
trouble from which I am free; I am entruft- 
ed with watching over myfelf, and that is 
quite enough,” 

« But 
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ść But furely,” faid Mefrour, ** you are 
not kept here in confinement among the num- 


"ber of mad people.” 


« And why fhould I not be kept in that 
character? Do you think me wifer than o- 
thers? They have done me that jufłice, 
which they ought to do to all the inhabitants 
of Bagdad. I cannot complain: I was con- 
demned by my equals; and they are fo atten- 
tive as to come here every day to vifit me.” 

«« I underftand you,” faid Mefrour; * we 
have all a fmall grain of madnefs : However, 
when it does not pafs certain bounds, we are 


«ery properly allowed to enjoy our liberty. 


It is only extraordinary madnefs————” 

« Ah! you are right,” interrupted the 
śmoker, * men excufe all their ordinary fol-- 
ies, however ridiculous ; but when any one 
raifes himfelf by his ideas, knowledge, and 
obfervation, above others, heis a kind of re- 
proach to them for the debafement into which 
they allow themfelves to fall, and they endea 
vour to remove him from their fight. This 
is my hiftory : I knew more than the vulgar, 
and therefore was feparated from them.” 

<< [n what branch did you excel?” replied 
Mefrour. ——* In that fcience, which is the 
chief of all others, aftrology. ——'* And was 
you in pofleflion of that fcience ?” « I en- 
deavoured after it, but my progrefs was in- 

UL 2 terrupted.” 
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terrupted.——* You was in correfpondence 
with the ftars then ?”” «« Yes, imdeed.*—— 
« And by whom was you chiefly favoured *”* 
« By the moon.” ——'* Are you no longer 
« Since I have loft 
my liberty, fhe ufes me as fhe has a mind. 
»bhe formerly owed me great obligations ; but 
now fhe has forgotten them. She had an e- 
Mormous wart upon her nofe, of which I cured 
her. Thus it is to me fhę owes that beau- 
tiful appearance which you fometimes fee her 
aflume. Befides, by caufing her go on her fide, 
I faved her from an eclipfe, which was ex- 
pected by all the aftronomers. At firft fhe 
fhewed me fome gratitude; but fince 1 have 
been confined, if I addrefs her in her increafe, 
fhe is yet too weak to aćt in'my favour: if L 
addrefs her when fhe is full, fhe is furround= 
ed with clouds and mift ; but, if in her wane, 











al her malignant jniłuences are at my fer 
vice. JDefluxions, rheumatifms, catarrhs, are 
 fhowered down upon me. [I endeavour aćtu- 
ally to deliver myfelf from this laft mark of 
her beneficence. Ah! if I could get hold of her 
fome day, fhe would find tkat fhe has not obn 
ligcd an ungrateful perfon.” 
« And what wilł you do to get hold of 
. her?” replied Mefrour. « Nothing can 
be more euly,” faid the fmoker ;:* if a 
man like you would afiift me, fhe will come 
this 
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this evening at nine o'clóck, to admire hera 
felf, and to bathe in that well which you fee 
in the middle of the court. I will give you: 
my table, and you will lie in wait. She wilł 
not fufpećt you ; and while fhe is amufing. 
herfelf with making her beams play upon the 
water, you will fuddenly fhut the well: then: 
we fhall get hold of her. It will make botłr 
our fortunes, and we wil fee how fhe wall: 
be put to it to juftify her conduct.” 

« She wil fpeak then?” faid Mefrour;. 
66 will we hear her?7———« [ don't fay that. 
you will hear it very diftinćtly,” anfwered:' 
the fmoker, ** but I, whofe ear 1s by prace 
tice become fo perfećt as to be abłe to mark the 
cadence of the celeftial harmony, will not lofe' 
a fingle word. With refpećt to you, we 
muft know how your ear is formed.” 

So faying, the fmoker' laid: down his pipe,. 
examined: narrowly Mefrour”s ear,. and, tak- 
ing hold.of it very roughly, fuddenly pulled. 
it with all his. force, crying out, ** your ear 
16 too fhort.”  Mefrour uttered a: dreadfuł 
cry: One of the keepers ran up, and caufed 
the aftrologer quit his hołd.. The eunuch, 
holding his ear with both: his hands, rejoined: 
the Caliph, and related to him his lamentable 
adventure, 

« [have long been perfuaded,” faid Ha- 
roun, fmiling, ** that thofe madmen wha 
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have an air of wifdom, are mofłt to be dif- 
trufted. (Ciome, Giafar,” faid he to his Grand 
Vifier, ** you are warned before hand, not to 
allow your ear to be pulled : proceed to your 
examination; Mefrour and I will not go far 


from the cell which you enter, that we. 


may be at hand to aflift you, if there is occam 
lion.” 


upon a door, by the fide of which fat an old 
man with a venerable beard, and an engag= 
ing air. Me began with giving him alms, 
and then faluted him. He appeared more at- 


tentive to the civility of the falutation than to 


the alms he had received. He returned the 
falute, and made a fign to Giafar to fit down on 
. a feat, a few paces diftant from him, 

« You are undoubtedly come here to be 
inftrućted, young man,” faid he to him; 
« you ought to thank heaven for having been 
fo well direćted. Of what chapter in my 
book do „you wifh to underftand the text or 
the explanation ?” 

The book, of which this man feemed ta 
fpcak, was a fmall fquare plank of cedar, on 
which there were no charaćters. Giafar afk- 
ed what book it was. aa 
(4 What! do you not diftinguifh in thefe 
characters the finger of God, and the infpira- 
tion of the angel Gabriel! A Mufulman not 

| know 


The Grand Vifier had already caft his eye 
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know the divine Alcoran, nor diicover in him 
who prefents it according as he was linfpired, 
the great prophet Mahomet !” 

Upon this exclamation, the Vifier rofe up 
and withdrew. Having joined the GCaliph, 
<« Gommander of the Faithful,” faid he, * I 
have been forced to abandon my project ; the 
man whom I have left makes me tremble at 
his blafphemy : he fays he is the Great Pro= 
phet.” 

«« [t is not certaln that he blafphemes,” 
replied the Caliph; ** every man may call 
himfelf a prophet, provided he proves his 
miflion by miracles : go and afk him concern= 
ing this point.” | 

Giafar obeyed, and returned to his place 
« [f you are Mahomet,” faid he to the old 
madman, * who has put you in a place like 
this?”  ** My ungrateful people,” replied the 
pretended prophet ; ** they would not believe 
in me, and this has vexed rather than furprif- 
ed me, for they fcarcely believe in God.” 
«« But a prophet proves his mifłion by mira- 
cles, why have you wrought none ?*—'* My 
people fhould firft have demanded them from 
me ; but they were afraid of being convihced ; 
they feek to believe nothing. —* You could 
work miracles then?”—* Do you doubt the 
power of Mahomet ?*—** Work them imme- 
diately,—'* Your requeft fhall not be re- 

fufed: 
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fufed.  Afcend to the top of this fpire by 
this outer ftair, and throw yourfelf down 
from it without hefitation. When you are at 
the earth, though you were in a thoufand 
pieces, with one word I will fet you on your - 
feet, ftraighter, and with a better carriage 
than yoń now have.*—'* I would rather,” 
faid Giafar as he was going away, * believe 
you a prophet, than oblige you to prove 
yourfelf one.” He came and gave the Galiph' 
dn account of the propofal which had been: 
made to him. 

«« You can learn very little,” faid Haroun: 
to him, ** for you will make no trial.” * IE 
any one wifhes to be'inftructed in this matter,” 
replied Giafar, ** the man and the tower are 
there ; he may try the adventure; I will noe 
be jealous of his fuccefs.”” i 
___'[he converfation of the prince and his mi- 
nifters, was a little interrupted. by fome' 
perfons who accofłed them. One of them. 
was Caliph, and came to propofe Haroun'ś 
guitting his habit of derwife, and accept- 
ing the place of Vifier. He intended to: 
clothe him.in a magnificent robe ;. it was an: 
old piece of ftuff, full of holes, dirty, and de— 
voured by vermin. Another, with a bafket 
full of nut-fhells, came to fell him confećtions.. 

Thefe fhort and public fcenes did not an- 
twer the defign of Haroun, nor the purpofe- 
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of the agreement into which he had entered 
with his minifters. It was his turn to go in- 
to a cell, where, hke his two companions in 
adventure, he might have a private converfa- 
tion. He pafled near one, which appeared 
larger and better furnifhed than the reft. 
A young man, of a foft and engaging fi- 
gure was fitting upon a fofa, and appear- 
ed to be in deep melancholy; he held 
in his hand the Alcoran. The GCaliph ac- 
cofted and faluted him, addrefling him in 
that kind and familiar tone, which the robe 
of a dervife authoriled him to aflume. 
« Young man,” faid he, * why is a man fo ra- 
tional as you appear to be, to be found among 
mad people?” 4 
At this queftion, the young man fhut his 
book, modeftly opened his eyes, looked at 
the dervile, and anfwered him: ** Allthe aca 
tions of my life have not been rational ; I have - 
given reafon for the abufe which is now made 
of power in keeping me here. —'* And 
could not I,” faid the dervife, ** learn from 
you your hiftory, when you appear to be fo 
well qualified for giving it?” 
« Pious dervife,”” anfwered the young man, 
« were you the (Caliph, I would perfuade 
you to fit down by me, and I would open to 
jou my heart. very day do I befeech Grod 
to fend me this equitable prince; but it 
would 
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would ferve no purpofe to have any other 
confident. You fee here a vićtim of his 
Grand Vifier Giafar, by whofe orders I was 
brought hither, for a reafon which appeared 
well-founded : but I can declare, that there is 
no reafon why I fhould be ftill detained ; and 
without the fupport of religion, I wauld fink 
under the weight of my misfortune, and the 
horror of my fituation.” 

The Caliph was greatly aftonifhed to hear 
fo reafonable and connećted a dilcourfe. He 
called GGriafar and Mefrour, ąnd repeated 
what he had heard. The Graand Vifier 
attentively confidered the young man, and af- 
fured the Caliph, that the prifoner and his 
hiftery were totally unknown to hiin. 

Haroun's curiofity grew fironger, and 
made him anxious to: hear his hiftory. He 
entered the cell with that freedom which der- 
vifes generally ufe, and fat down befide the 
fuppofed vićtim of Giafar'*s orders, ** Un- 
fortunate young man,” faid he to him, ** you 
know that people of my character have many 
pnvileges, and efpecially that of approaching 
the great, and of fpeaking to them the truth. 
The Commander of the Faithful is to us of all 
"men the ealieft of accefs; depend upon my 
zeal; it may be poflible for me to ferve you; 
you will intruft your misfortunes to a prudent 
ear, and to a foul truly charitable,” 

« The 
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« 'The young man again fighed, mufed 
a fhort time, fhed fome tears, and thus began 
his hiftory. 

« My name is Halechalbć, and my father 
is Syndick of the trade of Bagdad. One even- 
ing he invited to fupper the principal mer- 
chants in the city, each of whom brought 
along with him his eldeft fon. After the re- 


- paft, which was plentiful and gay, the guefts 


began to converfe concerning the difpofal of 
their children. 

<« One had fent his fon to a foreign count: 
ing-houfe ; another had entrufted to his a vef- 
fel full of merchandife ; a third had given up 
a certain branch of his trade ; in fhort, it ap- 
peared from what I heard, that all my cotem- 
poraries were either advantageoufły płaced; or 
fettled in life. After fully difcourfing of 
thefe different arrangements, the company re- 
tired. 

<< Remaining behind with my father, I oba 
ferved to him, that though the fon of the firft 
sn our profeflion, I alone was unemployed. 
He allowed the force of the obfervation, 


and propofed that I fnould open a ftorehoufe of 


whatever goods I chofe, in one of the quar- 

ters of Bagdad. 
<< [his propofal was agreeable to my in- 
clination for trade and independence. I ac- 
cepted it; and next day was put in poffeflion 
of 
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of a large ziiortment of the moft beautiful 
Periian and Jncian fuis. | had flaves who 
were fkilled in trzde, and who relieved me of 
the troubiefome part of the budnefs. 

« Being furrounded during the day with 
all the nobiiity of Bagdad, with whom I had 
an opportunity of getting acquainted, I re 
turned in the evening to my father's houfe. 
In the management of my bufinefs, I led an 
aćłive and bufy life ; a life, in ihort, agree 
able to my own tafłe. My father often vifit 
ed me in my fnop, and was pleafed to fee the 
concourfe of virtuofi and cufłomers of both 
fexes. He never received any thing uncom- 
mon frem abroad, but he was happy to fend 
it to me: The manager of his own trade had 
orders to that purpofe. 

«« | was one day furrounded with a great 
many people in my counting. houfe, when two 
women of a fine external appearance came ln, 
Civility made the other virtucfi give place ; 
and one of the two women put afide her veil 
fufficiently to difcover charms which dazzled 
the fight. 
 « 'ihey fat down upon a fofa, afked for 
tle richeft fłtuffs, bargained with me, and 
bought them for three thoufand crowns. By 
this bargain, from calculątion, I was a gainer 
of five hundred crowns. "The goods were 


tolded up, and, by the orders of one of the 
3 R, women 
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«omen, who appeared miftrefs, were carried 
away by flaves. | was preparing to hold out 
my hand for payment, when the young lady 
began to fpeak. | 

«« « Halechalbe,” faid fhe to me, *I have 
brought no money with me; but be not un- 
eafy about what is owing to you: I will re 
turn in a few days, and bring it with me; at 


- which time I intend to make very confider= 


able purchafes from you.” | 

<< The other woman then fpoke. * Ma- 
dam,” faid fhe, * do you fpeak to a fon of the 
chief of trade, a man of acknowledged opu- 
łlence, and whofe worth is known to the Cas 
liph himfelf, as if you fuppofed that he 
would not reckon it an honour to give fo 
trifling a credit to a lady like you? 

«« '[he difcourfe of this woman, the im- 
preflion made upon me by Gie beautiful eyes 
of her miftrefs, in confequence of the de- 
rangement of her veil, and my natural timi- 
dity, prevented me not only from venturing 
to afk payment, but even from infifting to 
know the name of the lady to whom I gave 
credit. She left me, after faluting me ina 
very genteel manner; and I remained at my 
door, fixed like a poft, without taking the 
precaution to caule a flave follow her, and ob= 
ferve the place of her abode. 
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« When I was zicne, the impruience, of 
wlisich I had been guilty, preiented itieli to 
my mind in the ftrongeit colours. To whom 
had I given my goods? Couid I forget, af= 
ter- the leflons I had received from my father, 
that Bagdad fwarmed with adventurers, who 
could appear in any form, and afume any 
tone ? Every thing, even the beautiful eyes 
wlich (ne had allowed me :to fee, then be- 
came fufpicious. | believed myfeli cheated 
outof my goods, and returned to my father's 
iuouie, trembling for the reproaches which I 
thought I had brought upon myfelf. 

«« My mother foon perceived my diftrefs z 
51e well knew how to draw from me a con- 
feliion of the caufe, and endeavoured, as 


much as fhe could, to calm my apprehen-- 


fions. * The merchant who knows not how 
to lofe,” faid ihe, * deferves not to gain. If 
you are embarrafled in your accounts wich 
your father, my purle will fupply the de- 
ect.” | 

'* ] returned next day to my fhop, hurt at 
being duped, and at the lof: which I had fuf- 
tamed. [I had fome hopes, however, that 
the lady would return: Rut the evening 
came, and fhe bad not made her appearance. 
lhis unhappy ddy was followed by two o- 


-. thers of the fame kind ; and my mother faw 
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my diftrefs increalfe, without being able to 
give it any relief. 

In vain did fhe tell me that fhe would fup- 
ply this lofs out of her own purfe, and that 
I fhould confider what had happened to me 
as a ufefuł misfortune ; for it was only by 
experience that man could learn wifdom, 

« AII her difcourfes were in vain ; nothing 
cóuld confole me for having allowsd myfelf 
to be cheated by a pair of fine eyes, by mere 
compliment and fhew: my vanity, which 
was hurt, tormented my foul. 

«« On the fourth day, the unsnown lady at 
laft came to my fhop, and threw a large purfe 
upon my counter. * Fair young man,” faid 
fhe, * I brmig you your money; fee if the 
account ls right.” At this fo defirable and 
unexpected a fight, my fears and anxieties 
vanifhed ; and I felt myfelf fuddenly recover 
new life, ań > 

« The unknown lady caufed other ftuffs be 
brought to her: She chofe fome of them, and 
carried from my fhop goods to the value of 
three hundred pieces of gold. In my enthu- 
fafm, [I would have given her credit for two 
thoufand. As foon as fhe was gone, I re- 
turncd to my mother, and now evidenced as 
much joy, as formerly I had fhewn forrow and 
dejećtion. I related to herthe lucky adventureof 
the day, and perceived the full force of the 

A reafoning, 
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reafoning, which, till that time, fhe had - 
made ufe of in vain, to perfuade me, that in 
trade, be wbo never ventures can never gain. 

«£ [n fhort, refpećtable dervife, I continued 
to deal in the fame manner with the unknown 
lady, who.always carried .off from my (hop, 
ftuffs worth inore money than fhe left in it, 
ull fhe was owing me about ten thoufand 
crowns, equal to all thę profit which I had 
been able to make in my different bargains 
with her. 

«« One day, after opening my fhop, I was 
fcarcely feated on my fofa, whenan aged woman. 
came and accofted me. I thought fhe wanted 
fome robes or ftuffs, and propofed te fhew 
them to her, * No, my fon,” anfwered fhe, 
< [ am entrufled with a commiflion of much 
greater 1importance: I come from the young 
lady who owes you ten thoufand crowns; I 
'_ do not bring you payment, but I am charged 
by her to tell you, that you became her 
merchant iń pręference to every other of the 
fame profeflion at Bagdad, only becaufe her 
heart granted you a preference of another 
kind. In fhort, fhe is beautiful, young, and 
rich, and offęrs you her hand in marriage. 
1f you find it agreeable to enter into this en- 
gagement, alter you have feen and converled 
with her, no other dowry is required than 
the tęn thoufand crowns in which fhe ftandą 
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jndebted to you : if you do not agree to it,. 
the money fhall infłantly be paid down. But 
you muft refolve to follow me, that you may 
have it in your power to know whether the 
affair is agreeable to your wifies.” 

« During this difcourfe of the old woman,. 
a flame, to which I was till then a ftranger, 
penetrated through my veins, and the hope 
which was now fuggefted, having increaled 
its violence, I foon felt the fire of love burn- 


ing in my heart. The beautiful eyes of the 


lady, from the firft moment I beheld them, 
had fo dazzled and blinded me concerning 
my real intereft, that I allowed her to carcy 
off my goods, without knowing how I fhould 
receive payment for them. Though, in the 
vifits which fhe afterwards made me, her 
veil had wholly concealed the features of her 
countenance, yet the fullnefs of her drels 
could not conceal the elegance of her ftature, 
the gracefulnefs of her mcttons, the exquifite 
form of her foot, and the extraordinary beau- 
ty of her hands.  Befides, fhe difputed with 
nie about the price, with fo much politenefs. 
and civility, and with fuch an angelic voice, 
tbat fhe never left my fhop without carrying 
away fomething more than my „oods; but I 
did not well know what it was. ŚScatcely 
had fhe left my fhop, when I felt myfelf ex- 
tremely uneafy; faid to myleli, this is a 
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quarter of an hour. We fuddenly ftopt; I 


heard her knock at a door, which opened, 


and, as”foon as we had entered, immediately 
fhut. | 

<< [ was in a fhort time reftored to the ufe af 
my eyes, and committed to the care of two 
female flaves of remarkable beauty and rich- 
nefs of drefs. They conducted me through 
feven doors, at the end of which I was re- 
ceived by fourteen other flaves, whofe figure 
was fo ftriking, and whofe drefs was fo mag 
nificent, that I was dazzled with beholding 
them. | was now in a fuperb apartment, 
where every thing was marble, jafper, er 
gilding. My adventure had fo much the ap- - 
pearance of a dream, that, though my eyes 
were open, I could fcarcely be convinced that 
I was really awake. The old woman, who 
had ftill followed me, went out for an in- 
ftant, and foon returned, accompanied by a. 
flave, who brought breakfaft upon a large 
golden piate. I fat down to refrefh myfelf. 

«« While I was fatisfying my hunger, the old 
woman counted down upon a table the ten 
thoufand crowns which were owing to me. 
< There is your whole fum,” faid fhe; * be 
not uneafy that my miftrefs does not yet ap- 
pear. The law commands, and decency re- 
duires, that you fhould not fee one another 
hefore the contraćt is made. Before fhe bad 

done 
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done fpeaking, a Cadi appeared, with tem 
perfons in his train. | arofe to falute him ; 
when the old woman, addrefiing the lawyer, 
faid to him, * The young lady, who is to 
be married to this merchant, has chofen you 
for her guardian: do you agree to accept the 
office?? 1 he Cadi replied, * that he reckoned. 
himtelf highly honoured by the choice which 
had been made of him.” He immediately 
drew up the contraćł, and got it figned by the 
witnefles whom he had brought along with 
him. After partaking of an ample coliation- 
which was ferved up to him and his. atten- 
dants, and having been prelented with a mag. 
mificent drtefs, and three hundred fequins, he 
retired, charging the old woman to beg her 
miftrefś to accept his thanks. 

<< [ wasfo altonifhed at what I faw, that when 
the Cadi went away, I made a motion to follow 
him, without perceiving that I left my mc 
ney behind. | was prevented by the old wo- 
man, who made me fit down again. * Areyonu 
mad ?* faid fhe: * need I inform you thatthe 
marriage follows the contraćł + Come, be wif- 
er, and remain quiet tiil night, when every 
thing will be r«ady for the completiom of the 
ceremony.? | 


« I continued in the hall, where a great num- 


ber of flaves were attentive to every motion, 
and ready to anticipate every wifh. I was in 
a very 
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a very extraordinary ftate of mind. [he power 
of that feeling which had made me run fo 
faft with my eyes blindfolded, was no longer 
felt, and love remained fixed at the bottom of 
my heart, aftonifhed at the luxury with which 
I was furrounded, and the ceremony of this 
extraordinary marriage. 

« 'Towards the evening, a magnificent repaft 
was ferved up, accompanied with all kinds of 
confećtions, and exquifite wines, which ] ufed 
very fparingly. As foon as I made a fignal 
for them to remove the dilhes, the old woman 
took me by the hand, and condućted me to 
the bath. I was there recelved by eight beau- 
tiful flaves, drefied in Gilk, who wrapped me 
in ftuffs of the fame materials, entered into 
the water along with me, and ferved me_with 
ałl that refpećt and attention which could have 
heen paid to the Galiph himielf, 

<< Imagine, Orefpećtable dervife, my aftonilh- 
ment; it almoft deprived me of my fenfes ! 
F was foon drawn from it, however, by the ap- 
pearance of twenty other flaves, more beauti- 
ful and better drefłed than thofe by whom I 
was furrounded. Dome held flambeaux, and 
others pots full of exquifite perfumes, the 
fweet odour of which, mingled with that of 
the wood of aloes, which ferved to warm the 
bath, embalmed the air, and railed an agree» 
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able vapour to the very roof of the apart 
ment. | 

<< From thefe delights, I was carried tę the 
enjoyment of others. 'lwenty flaves went be- 
fore me, and condućłed me into a magnificent 
avartment; I fat down on a fofa covered witna 
cioth of gold. | was there attended by the 
moft melodious mufic, which was at the fame 
time fo cheerful and lively, and fo fitted to in- 
fpire delight, that I could not help feeling 2 
little reanimated. The flaves at length pro- 
pofed to conduśt me into tlie apartment de 
ft:ned for the celebration of the nuptials. 

« ] arofe ; a great dooropened ;and I beheld 
the perfon approach who. had marked me out 
for her hufband, preceded by twenty other 
flaves, whom fhe alone could furpafs in beau- 
ty. At the fight of her, I remained almoft 
fenfelefs; but this firft impreflion inftantly 


„gave place to love ; and my pafiion at length 


aflumed over me that power, which even at, 
this day makes me, every moment of my life, 
endure to: ments worie than death. 

« [he beautiful ftranger, preceded by her 
twenty flaves, and I attended by the fame 
number, went into the grand apartment pre- 
pared for our nuptials, and there fat down to= 
gether on the fame fofa. The old woman then 
appeared at the head of four flaves, and 
brought us, on golden plates, d;fferent refrefh= 

ments. 
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ments, exquifite confećtions, and fruit of all 
kinds, which we mutually prefented to one 
another. After this, the fervice difappeared, 
and we remained alone. 

«« I was almoft trembling, when the lovely 


unknown lady took me by the hand to encon- 


rage me. * Halechalbć,” fard fhe, * fince the 
day when curiofity firft led me into your (hop, 
I have loved you; and the fame fentiment has 
frequently carried me back, under pretence 
of cheapening and purchafing goods. The 
little intercourfe we have had together, has 
given me an opportunity of knowing you ; and 
my liking for you has (o much increafed, as to 
make me ambitious of being united to you 
for life. (an you think of facrificing your 
iiberty ?? 

« < Madam,” anfwered I, * from the firft 
moment you appeared in my fight, your charms 
failed not to produce thetr efiećt. | never 


faw you witbout feeling an unaccountable dif- | 


order, mixed, however, witłR the fweeteft plea- 
fure: you never left me, without occafioning 
the moft lively regret; | expetted ycu every 


. day, and my thoughts were inceflantly occun 


pied about your imuge. | dared not avow 
my paflion to myfelf; but fince you have con- 
fciled your regard for me, I fwear to you, that 
nothing can equal the ftrength of my love, and 
| that 
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that the facrifice of liberty is nothing to one 
who would give his life for your fake.” 

««« Halechalbe,” faid fhe, * truth feems to 
flow from your lips: fpare your life ; it is ef- 
fential to my happinefs ; bat if we are to be 
united for life, attend to the conditions upon 
which I will yield my perfon and heart. My 
name and rank muft remain unknown to you, 
until the fteps I am now taking fhall have en- 
abled me publicly to acknowledge you for my 
hufband. You fhall make no inquiry withia 
this place, for the purpofe of getting informa- 
tion ; and the door of the houfe fhall be open= 
ed only once a-year.” *QO madam,” faid I, 
< I will keep filence ; I will remain ignorant; 
I will never leave the houfe.——* Stop,” faid 
fhe, * I have a ftill more fevere condition to 
impofe upon you z as I give myfelf wholły to 
you, it is reafonable that you fhould be whol- 
ly mine. My flaves are become yours, and 
will obey you in every thing; but you muft 
not fpeak to them, exeept to sequire their fer 
vices. If you condefcend to ufe the fmalleft 
familiarity with any of them, farther tham 
mere expreflions of kindnefs, if I muft 
dilcover to you a part of my charaćter. I am 
inclined to be jealous; and if you make me the 
fubjećt of this fatal paffion, I know not how 
łar my refentmeut may carry me. againft you. 
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««*'[ake courage,” faid I, * my adorable 
fpoufe, the ftrength of my paflion fecures you 
from every indifcretion on my part, I fhould 
die with vexation, were I capable of difpleaf- 
ing you; butI am not afraid that I will ever 
be fo unlucky as to give you offence.” 

« "The unknowa lady burfł into tears, when 
fhe faw the franknefs and air of fincerity with 
which my  protefłations were accompanied: 
* Halechalbć,” faid fhe, * put your hand: up. 
on my heart, and feel how it palpitates with 
fear, left you had refufed my conditions. We 
will now be united ; but had you hefitated 
about accepting them, I would have facrificed 
my happinefs to my delicacy, and we would 
have feparated for ever.” 

« During this difcourfe, I applied my hand 
to her heart, and I felt my ownfympathife with 
its emotion. I tenderly embraced her, and 
fhe fainted away in my arms. A flave was 
called ; and fhe foon recovered from an acci- 
dent which was not dangerous in its origin. 
The idol of my heart opened her beautiful 
eyes, and, with rapture, I beheld them turned 
towards me. | 

' I pafs over the remaining events of my 
marriage, becaufe they cannot be interefting 
to you, and the remembrance of them is ftill 
the torment of my life. 
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<<] was fo.enchanted by my paflion, that I 


fpent a fortuight in total forgetfulnefs of the 
whole world befides ; and I will confefs, te my 
fhame, that I even omitted the mofł eflential 
of all duties, for I never once thought of the 
uneafinefs of my father and mother on my 
account. At laft, by little and little, nature 
refumed her rights, and I began to think feri= 
oufly of the grief which I muft have occafion= 
ed to my affećtionate parents. I uttered fome 
iighs, which proceeded from the bottom of 
my heart; and the diftrefs of my mind ap- 
peared in my countenance, My wife, who 
poflefled great difcernment, foon perceived the 
<hange which I underwent, got from me the 
fecret ; took an intereft in my pain, and point- 
ed out the method of being delivered from its 
attacks. 

<<< Dear Halechalbć,” faid fhe, * I commend 


„you for your attachment to your father and 


mother; they are dear to me on your account. 
We have given ourfelves laws ; but as we are 
the judges, we muft not allow them to do in= 
jury to nature. You will go to fee your pa- 
rents, ipend a week with them, and alfo re- 


 fume your bufinefs. There are many reafons 


for fo doing. 
«<< Firit of all, it will ferve as a cloak to 
hide our marriage, and wili furnifh you with 
an opportunity of being prefent or abfent at 
pleafure, 
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pleafure, without oecafioning any fufpicion of 
our intrigue. It will likewife enable you to 
acquire, by your civil, frank, and generous 
dealings, the public efteem, which will one day 
be of great advantage to us: for we live un- 
der the government of a Caliph, who has 
€ars every where, and who likewife makes 
very good ufe of his own. Go, then, and 
my heart will accompany you . wherevet 
you are; if it could be rendered vifible, yow 
would fee it continually fluttering around you. 
Befides, you will be under my hand : we have 
our trufty old woman, by whofe means you 
wiil have the fatisfaćtion of hearing fpoken of 
me, and, I will have tlrat of being informed óż 
your welfare, and communicating to you my 
wifbes. Above all,” added fhe, * as our marriage 
cannot be concealed from your parents, charge 
them to keep it a profound fecret. 

«« Night was beginning to come on, when this 
difcourfe was ended; and my wife ordered 
the old woman to blindfold me, and condućt 
me out of the gates of the palace, till I was 
under the portico, where I had firft-fubmitted 
to this operation. As foon as my guide had 
reftored to me the ufe of my eyes, I flew with 
all fpeed to my father's houfe : A.neighbour- 
ipg lady was juft entering it: She difcovered 
me by the light of a fhop, before which I paf- 
fed, * Halechalbe !” exclaimed fhe, * what! 

68 is 
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1s ityou? In the name of God, do not fliew- 
yourfelf fo unexpećtedly to your mother. Re- 
tire for a few minutes into my houfe ; and ir 
the mean time my hufband will go and in- 
form her of your return. She is in the ut- 
moft diftrefs and defpair at your lofs ; and the 
joy Qccafioned by your fudden. and unexpećt- 
ed return might be produćtive of fatal confe- 
quences.” * Whence come you, wicked young 
man ?” faid fhe, as foon as fhe had fat down; 
* How could you let your worthy. parents 
continue ignorant of what had become of 
you? 

<< Nothaving'a ftory ready made for the firft 
iaquifitive perfon I fhould meet, and it being 
neceffary to conceal my marriage from every 
body, I was very much at a lofs what anfwer 
to give. But I made it up by prefence of 
znind, and was obliged ta have recourfe to a 
lie, *]|I am aftonifhed, madam,” anfwered I, 


* to hear you talk of the vexation which F 
have occafioned to my parents. Having met. 


with an opportunity of going to Balfora, 
where I had a very urgent and important ex- 
aimination to take againft one of my moft cone 
iiderable debtors, and not having'a moment to 
lofe, I fet ©ut without being able to-inform my 
father of my departure. | difpatched an ex» 
prels as foon as it was in my power; but fome 
accident muft have befallen him, as no news 

have 
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have been received of me.” The lady was 
fatisfied with the excufe. * All Bagdad, how-. 
ever,” faid fhe, * fuppofed you dead, and 
moreover magnificently buried; for a fuperb: 
funeral was given you yefterday. I will re- 
late the whole affair to you, when once my 
hufbarid has prepared onr neighbours for again 
feeiag in good health the fon whom they be- 
- lieved dead. : i 

« "The hufband having with great pleafure 
undertaken the commiflion, the woman re 
turned to her recital. i 

« < Your flave informed your father and mo- 
ther, that you. was. to fpend the remainder of 
the day and the niglit in a garden with your 
friends. This prevented them from being un- 
eafy during that evening and next day ; but om. 
the following „days, alł the merchants of Bag= 
dad were in fearch of you. Meflengers were 
fent to all the gardens in the neighbourhood 
of the city, to the woods, and to a great dif- 
tance in the country. „As you was no where 
to be found, and nobody had. obferved you, 
jt was conjećtured that you had. fallen into one 
of thofe fnares which are too common at Bag- 
dad, where young people without knowledge 
and experience, find death in the very cup cf 
pleafure. 

« « Your father and mother tore their ke" 
through grief; your family and f. > 








2 58 ARABIAN TALES, 


into mourning. Some kind of cónfolation was 
fuppofed to be derived. from the pretended fu< 
neral, which all the mourners in Bagdad were: 
hired to attend, but where many real tears. 
were fhed. . Every perfon was affećted with 
the diftrefs of your parents.” | 
««'[his recital, © virtuous dervife ! made 
me very uneafy..: I perceived the dreadfuł 
confequences of forgetting myfelf and my due 
ty;.and l always confidered my misfortunes, . 
and the diftraćtion of mind which was the 
coniequence thereof, as. a punifhment from 
gleaven, becaufe, in the arms of love, I-was. 
unmindful of the facred obligations of nau 
ture. | | 
« After our nejghbour had related that part 
of my hiftory, which itwas neceffary I fhou!d 
know, fhe rofe up. ' It, is.now time,” faid 
fhe, * to appear; .my hufband muft already 
have announced you; go, and confirm the ace 
count which he has given of your: return. 
1 then entered. my. fathęr's houfe; and it is 
impoflhble tv deferibe his joy, much lefs 
that of my mother, who fainted away In my 
arms. *What' faid my father, * you are 
returned from Balfora? Poor.child ! the lofs 
you might have fuftained was not nearly equał 
in my efłimation, to the danger which you 
have run, and the fatigues you have under- 


ś« « Father, 
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ce « Father,” faid I, ftillkeeping up before 
the neighbours the ftory which I had thought 


it convenient to adopt, * I know not whether 


out correfponderit is to fail, but I will deliver 
to you ' fecurities fuflicient to. remove every 
fear. There is a diamond to put in your tur 
ban ; here is one for the hilt of your poniard; 
another for the handle of your. fcymitar, and. 
a bracelet for my mother. [I believe that this 
is-a full equivalent for thefum which. we may 
lofe by him.” . 

« They again embraced me,  witbot t afking 


any farther explanation ; the weeds of mourn-- 


ing foon difappeared,.ańd every one was: dzef- 
fed in his feftival robes. The houfe was fill. 
ed with mufic ; 'a thoufand tapers fhed their 
light, and the friends of my fatherand mother 
affembled to enjoy a fplendid. entertainment: 
The evening and night wąs p by the coin-. 

pany in amufement and joy..' | 
« Next morning I thought it my ky to 
eradicate from the mind.of my parents thofe 
epinions,. which, ln order to deceive the puba 
lic, prudence had made me eftabiilh the even- 
ing before. .I reląted to them the circum- 
ftances of my marriage, and befought them to 
keep'it fecret, as my happinefs depended on 
its being concealed. very thing 1ncreafed 
their aftonifhment ; and the rich jewęls which 
I had 


260 ARABIAN TALES, 


I had brought them from my wife, were 
fpeaking proofs. 

« < He muft have married the daughter of 2 
genie,” faid my miother. * Such nuptials;* 
faid my father, * are celebrated without a Ca= 
di,» They knew not what to think; but 
they faw me happy, and they were fatisfied. 

« | propoled to my parents to refume my 
trade. They were delighted to find that fore 
tune had not deprived me of economy and: di- 
ligence ; and next day I again appeared in my 
fhop. "The quarter in which I lived exprefled 
their happinefs at feeing me again. As I was 
no,longer direćted by the hope of gain, I was 
perfectly eafy and difinterefted in my dealings, 
and brought to my fhop all the people of 
Bagdad. In theevening, I returned as ufual 
to my father”s houfe, 

« On the evening preceding the feventh day,. 
I informed my father that I was again to dif- 
appear. He endeavoured to get my place fill-- 
ed up by an intelligent clerk, who was bound. 
to .condućt himfelf according to my principles» 
It was eafy to account for my being a fecond. 
time abfent, by. pretending that I had fome 
bufinefs abroad. 

« On the feventh day, towards evening, the 
„old woman came and informed me, that my 
fpoufe was waiting impatiehtly for my arrival. 
4As lwas equally impatient to rejoin her, I: 

reeded 


M « 


„= OR EERESNRNK „nn, 


pz A 


ARABIAN TALES, 261 


needed no intreaties to perfuade me to follow 
my guide. The fame myftery as before was 
ftill obferved in condućting me to the palace, 
where my prelence was expećted, and | was 
received at the firft door by my charming 
wife, who loofened the bandage with her owu 
hands. | | 

«<« [ pafled another fortnight ftill happiet 
than the former, in thofe enjoyments which 
mutual love beftows, and amid thofe delights, 
pleafures and amufements which the eager 
wifhes and riches of my fpoufe could bring to= 
gether. At the conclufion of this period, 
which feemed very fhort, I returned to my fa- 
ther”s houfe, and afterwards to my bufinefs, 
My parents received me with the greateft af 
fećtion ; but fcarcely did I enjoy it, before I 
fighed for the return of the feventh day, when 
the old woman would come to blindfold me, 
and condućt me to an abode which I now con- 
fidered as a celeftial paradife. 

« My wife appeared to feel with equał 
force the pangs of feparation. During my aba 
fence from the palace, the only method which 
fhe purfued to divert her attention, was to 
play upon a mufical inftrument, or to fing in 
concert with: her flaves, thofe amorous lays 
which her paflion dićtated. She fhewed' them 
to me on my return ; and I ftill remember 
fome of them, which I fhall repeat to. you, 

werę 
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were it merely to fhew you that my violent 
flame met with an eqnal return. 

« « Oh! my lover, bow cruel is abfence ? 
Return: I figh for thy return, as the cyes 
which are funk in eternał night wifh for the 
brightnefs of the day. 

«< Why do you leave me? to behold thee 
delights my foul. Keturn, dear light of my 
life ; without thee I die. 

« « My foul is full of defpair ; nothing can 
charm when thou art not here. I could drown - 
myfelf with my tears.” 

«« Hitherto I have defcribed my happinefs : 
nothing but a dreadful reverfe of fortune re- 
mains to be unfolded. It took its rife from 
an unfortunate paflion conceived for me by 
Zaliza, my wife's favourite flave. She care- 
fully concealed it from the obfervaiton ef her 
miftrefs and companions ; but to me (he open= 
ed her heart without referve. To prevent her 
importunities, I was obliged to threaten her 
with a difcovery; and from that moment, 
rage, and a thirft for revenge, took. pofleffiom 
of her mmd. © 

<< Qne day, during.my abfence, while my 
_ miftrefs was finging my praifes, and our loves, 

 Zaliza joined in concert with the other flaves ; 

but hearing a couplet in praife of my fideli- 
ty, fhe affelted to drop her lute, as if through 
impatience, and did not take it up again. 
6 Why, 
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s Why,” faid my fpoufe, * do yoń leave your 
łute upon the ground?” * 1 cannot fing the fi. 
delity of men,” anfwered Zaliza, * for I dó 
not believe it: Halechalbć,” continued fhe, *is 
wery amiable; he nndoubtedly loves you ; and 
who woułd not? But I do not believe that 
his affećtion is equal to yours, or that he is 
more faithful than another ; of this I can give 
proofs whenever they are required.” 

« Thefe bafe and perfidious words infufed 
the moft fatal jealoufy into the heart of my 
fpoufe ; fhe gave me no opportunity, however, 
of perceiving that fhe entertained any fufpia 
cions. At the time fixed between us, I return= 
ed to my father's honfe, and my ordinary bufi« 
nefs; and when I went back to the lady, I 
was received as kindly and affećtionately as 
before. - 

ś« One day I was in my fhop, when, about 
two hours before the ufual time of the old 

woman”s arrival to condućł me to my fpoufe, 
the public crier proclaimed in the fłreet a 
golden cenfer fet with diamonds, to be fold 
for two thoufand fequins. | ordered a flave 
to call the crier: * Who is the proprietor of 
that cenfer?? faid I to him. *Ift belongs,” . 
anfwered he, *to a young lady, whom you 
behold there :* at the fame time he pointed 
owt a handfome and well drefied woman, and 

1 defired him to bid her fpeak with me. 
«-"The 
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, «The woman took the cenfer from the 
crier, gave him a reward, and advanced to- 
wards me, * Madam,” faid I, 'fince this cen- 
fer belongs to you, I know where to place it z 
will you allow me to have it?*—* Since it 
pleafes you, Halechalbć,” faid the lady, *it is 
yours, and I demand nothing in return. *I 
am not accuftomed,” anfwered I, * to make 
fuch bargains. . * Nor I,” faid the lady, * to 
enjoy the happinefs of making a prefent to the 
moft amiable ańd beft beloved of his fex. 1 
have,” continued fhe, * for along time paft fre 
quented your fhop, unobferved, alas ! by you ; 
but your figure and your manners enchanted 
me, and ftill enchant me more and more. 
bince the cenfer pleafes you, I reckon myfelf 
very fortunate in having it in my power to 
prefent you with it.” 

« £[ willrecelve your prefent, madam,” faid 
I, * if you will accept from me its value.” 

śe € Silver and gold,” faid fhe, * are of no 
account in my eftumation. The love which I 
bear you, has deprived me of repofe; and do 
not treat me with cruel difdain. A lking 
for me would do you no difhonour, for, thank 
God! I may be proud of my defcent. But 
if, defpifed by you, I cannot afpire to the 
higheft marks of your affećtion, let me 
'haye a fingle kifs, and the cenfer fhall be 
yours. 3 
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wt] cannot agree,” replied I, * that yoa 
fhould make fo bad a bargain. Take your mo- 
'ney, or keep your cenfer ; a kifs 1s no trading 
price.” * lt rs beyond price,” anfwered the 
łady, *to one who diesof love. I brought 
not this cenfer here to fell, but to give it to 
you ; accept it at the price mentioned, and 
you will fave my life.” 

«« Venerable dervife, I will confefs my 
weaknefs, and declare that I was gained over 
by thefe flattering praifes, and this language 
of love. 1 had no fufpicions, and was unable 
to difcover the features of the lady through 
her veil. Overcome by felf-iove, more than 
by her intreaties, I retired into a dark part of 
'the fhop, and prelfented my cheek : but inflead 
of kifing it, fhe bit it with fuch force, as 
made me cry out; and I was left alone with 
the cenfer in my hand, my chcek bathed in 
blood, and my countenance totally disfigured. 
[he blood was at length ftopped, but I was 
munable to allay the fwellimg, or remove the 
marks of her cruel teeth. 

« At this moment the ołd woman came for 
me, and appeared furprifed at the fituation in 
which fhe beheld me. I intended to tell her 
that I had fallen upon a piece of broken glafs, 
and I was ready to g've the fame account ta 
my (poufe. But the treacherous Zaliza had 
previoufly informed her of the whole matter: 
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It was fbe who had played me that bafe tricks 
and fhe had no doubt reported it to my fpoufe, 
ią fuch a manner as to make me appear much 
more guilty than I really was. W hen I arrived 
at the palace, inftead of being received as former- 
ly, by an eages and affeGtionate wife, I fell inte 
the power of an enraged and implacable judge. 

« « What has hurt your cheek:* was the 
firft queftion propofed by my wife, as foon 
-s [ was before her. I-was about to tell her 
of the pieces of glafs; but fhe interrupted me 
with afxing, * whence I got the cenfer which 
I held in my hand.” * It coft me two thoufanel 
fequins, faid I fłammering. * Liar,” replied 
my fpoufe, her eyes infamed with rage; * it 
coft you much more: the account of jt is on 
your cheek. Vile and bafe man ! you have 
made a trade of your favours, but you fhalHł 
pay dear for your infamous condućł. Mori 
gen, faid fhe, addrefling her firft eunuch, 
« let him be beheaded” | 

« Morigen had already feized me, when 
the old woman, our- conadent, threw herfelf 
at the feet of her miftrefs. * O madam :” 
faid (he, * do not commit fuch a crime; do 
not expofe yourfelf to that remorfe which you 
will be unable to fupport:” 

«« The behaviour of the old flave brought 
my wife to reflećtion : She appeared to medi- 
tate a little ; and then, changing her opinion, 

ordered 
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ordered me to receive the baftinado. While 
Morigen was executing her rigorous orders; . 
which I endeavoured to bear without com- 
plaining, fhe feized a mufical inftrument, and 
made the chords refound with an air, which 
exprefled a mixture of jealous rage, and ma< 
lignant fatisfaćtion. 

« "The pain I fuffered totally deprived me 
of feeling ; and I did not recover till I was 
in my father's houfe, placed'upon a bed, fur- 
rounded by the whole: family, and attended 
by phyficians, who were employed in pro- 
curing me relief. I had been carried away 
after the fatal execution of my wife'”s orders, 
and left on the threfhold of my father's door. 

c« Tt was fix weeks before I recovered from 
the confequences of the fevere treatment E 
had undergone. At the end of this time, 
«hen I was able to be out of bed, my father 
tried to gaiń my confidence, and I conceal- 
ed not the fmalleft circumfłance of my laft 
adventure. 

« « O Heaven !* faid he, * you are united, 
my fon, to a monfter of cruelty and inju- 
tice. * Do not fay fo, father!” sxclaimed 


|; * my wife, I muft confefs, was cruel, but 


fhe thought fhe had reafon to com plain, and 
I was wanting in my duty to her, even when 
fhe loaded me with kindnefs and affedtion. 
4 find that I ftill adore er, and that my love 
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is increafed by the confcioufnefs of my fault,. 


and by the fear of a final feparation. Ah! 
would to God I were «dmitted to be the low. 
eft of her flaves !” 


«< You have not the feelings of a man,” 


faid my father ; * know the dignity of your 
fęx. l cannot determine to what kind of a. 
being you have been united by the ceremony 
of a contraćt: I fhould fuppofe it entirely 
whiinfical, if fo ftrong proofs, and particu- 
arly the laft, had not been given us of its. 
reality. Be afhamed, that a man like you, 


who was well defcended, and who might have- 


afpired to a connećtion with the kefł families. 
in Bagdad, has been hurried away by a fool-. 
ith paflion, to fo extraordinary and unequal a. 
connećtion, as that which you have now forme. 
cd: Forget your difgraceful pafłion.” 

«' Every word which my father uttered,. 
by way of invećtive againft my marriage and. 
my wife, was adagger to my heart. *I fhall 
one day difcover this abominable creature,” 
added he; * I will bring an information a- 
gainft her before tbe Caliph, who will put it 


out of her power to make farther vićtims.”' 


Inftead of feconding my father's refentment, 
my heart revolted againft his plans of re- 
venge, and placed itfelf betwixt him and my 
oruel, but charming fpoufe. 

« This 
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<:'This difpofition of mind, in fpiteof the afi(- 
tance of medicine, foon injured my health, and. 
deranged my underftanding. I became thought- 
ful and melancholy; refufed every means of con- 
folation, grieved my too affećtionate parents, 
and was a torment to all thedomeftics. Nothing 
could be prepared to my tafte ; and I con- 
ftantly blamed the unfkilfulnefs of the cooks.. 
« One of them came one day to juftify 
his condućt. * See,” faid I, overturning the 
table, and treading the difhes under my feet, 
< there is the eftimation in which I hold your 
fkill and diligence. As he wanted to make 
a reply, I threw myfelf upon him to give 
him a hearty beating. His ceries and fcteams 
foon brought my mother, who wilhed to tear 
from me the perfon at whom | was offended.. 
She even ventured te add blows to her re- 
proofs ; and, in the blindnefs: of my fury, E 
unfortunately ftruck her. When my father 
arrived, he was not more prudent, and I was 
at length put in chains. [ recollećt, that,. 
having put my hand acrofs my* mouth, it was: 
eovered with foam : In fkort, I loft my re- 
collećtion, and only recovered 1t to behold 
myfelf an inhabitant of this mournful abode. | 
1 then learned that I was kept here by order 
of Giafar, the Grrand Vifer. 
« Many months have now elapfed fince 
I groaned a miferable captive in this place; E 
Ż 3 have 
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have now recovered foundnefs of mind, ia' 
confequence of the folitude, but more efpecially” 
the opportunity of indulging my unfortunate 
paflion, which I here enjoy, without hearing: 
the perfon whom I will ever love, loaded with: 
1m precations. 

« Here, O refpećtable dervife! I am fway- 
ed by fadnefs, and not by paflion, and can: 
difcover in myfelf nothing, for which 1 ought 
to be detained in this hofpital. My friends,. 
it would appear, have forgotten me; but it 
is the duty of the Grand Vifier, whofe orders. 
are here followed, to infpećt this place, and: 
endeavour to bring back to me my parents, 
fince I only offended by one fit of madnefs,. 
and have now fufficiently recovered my rea- 
fon to regulate my conduct. This, venerable 
dervife, is the whole of my hiftory. All my 
confolation is the Alcoran, and the hope,. 
that fome time or other the Commander of 
the Faithful, who wifhes to fee every thing 
himfelf, will direćt his fteps towards this 
mourniul abode. I alk this from (God an 
hundred times a-day ; but, alas! my fuppli- 
cations have never reached his throne.” 

c« Ceafe not to pray, my dear fon,” re- 
plied the Caliph ; ** you will foon know the 
eflicacy thereof, and your requeft will be 
heard.” After thefe words of confolation, 
Haroun returned, with Giafar and Mefrour, 
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to the palace. ** What think you,” faid the. 
prince, to the companions óf his adventures; 
of the ftory which has now been related? 
You were at hand, and muft have heard eve« 
ry thing which was fpoken.” * I think,” 
faid Giafar, ** that this young man, of whom 
I never heard: before,. though he accufes me: 
of being the caufe' of his: misfortunes, has 
been employing his invention to relate to you 
a collećtion of dreams or falfehoods.” * It 
is impofiible that every thing can be falfe in 
his relation,” replied the Galiph ; ** and I. 
command you-to think on the means of af- 
certaining the truth. 'T[o-morrow, I expećt 
to hear from you.” 

Next day the Grand Vifier gave an account 
of the plan which he had devifed for difcover< 
ing what truft was to be placed in the hiftory: 
and complaints of Halechalbć. ** Thofe peo- 
ple,” faid the minifter, ** who are deranged 
in their mind, are never confiftent in their 
accounts. Let your highnefs therefore ordet 
the young man tó be brought before you; and 
if he repeats his long ftory in the fame con» 
nećtion he did yefterday, and without vary= 
ing its circumftances, it will then be proper 
to make the neceflary inquiries fot afcertain= 
Img the truth of the faćts. ” The Vifier”s om 
pinion was highly approved of, and orders 
were infłantly given to go for Halechalbć. 

When 
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When the young man was at the foot of 
the throne, the Caliph thus addrefied him: 
«« Halechalbć, [ have been informed that you 
have been confined in bedlam, by a feries of 
the moft extraordinary adventures ; recover 
your fpirits, and be afiured tkat I am anxious 
to do juftice to all my fubjećts. But in the 
relation I demand from you, omit no circum- 
ftance, and confider the refpećt which is due 
to truth, and to my pręfence.””  Halechalbe, 
feeing the predićtion of the dervife fulfilled, be- 
ing infpired with eonfidence, and affećted with 
his fubjećt, again began his hiftory, and made 
not the fmalleft wariatlons, even in the ex- 
preflions. 

Giafar was obliged to own that the recital 
which he had twice heard, bore very ftriking 
marks of veracity. His fole objećt now was 
to difcover Halechalbe's beloved, but cruel 
enemy, in order to procure juftice from her 
towards her injured hufband ; and his faga- 
city foon fuggelted the fteps which were pro= 
per to be taken. | 

By calling together all the Cadis in Bag- 
dad, in order to learn by whom the contraćb 
had been drawn up, the affair would be in 
danger of being divulged, without refolving the 
difficulty : For, if any of them had, contrary 
to law, drawn up a contract of fo extraordi- 
nary a nature, he would not readily confefs 

it; 
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it; and befides, a man might have been fub- 
orned to aćt the part. 

„If Halechalbć's father was reconciled to 
him, and perfuaded again to entruft his fon 
with the management of his trade, it was 
probable, that the old woman would be go- 
ing about him, were it only from curiofity > 
and fpies, properly placed, might apprehend, 
her, and force her to diiclofe the name of 
her miftrefs, 

The Caliph approved the fcheme, and the 
fyndick was immediately fent for. This une 
fortunate father, fill fuppofing that his fon 


was totally deranged in his mind, was greatly. 


aftonifhed to find himfelf in his company at 
the foot of the Caliph's throne, and, fill 
more, to fee Halechalbć treated by Haroun: 
with the kindeft attention. 

Upon the firft propofal of a reconciliation 
made by the Grand Vifier, the father ftretch- 
ed out his arms to receive his fon. Mea 
fures were then agreed upon for unravelling 
the adventure, and Halechalbć”s father pro= 
mifed to execute with fidelity the orders. 
which he received. The father and fon re- 
turned to their houfe, after having received 
two rich robes- from the munificent Caliph ; 
and next day Halechalbe was re-eftablifhed in 


his (hop, which was as richly furnifhed as. 


before, | 
The 
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The young man endeavoured, by fubmife 
fion, kindnefs, and attention,- to make his pa- 
rents forget the caufes of compłaint which he 
had given them. Though full infłamed by 
łove, he ftrove to conceal from them its ef- 
fećts, and to get the better of his melancholy. 
He yielded to it onty when free from every 
other bufinefs, and when left to himfelf in 
folitude and retirement. 

Halechalbe”s wife did not long enjoy the 
fatisfaćtion of her revenge. Having come to 
ferious reflećtion on her conduct, fhe blamed 
herfelf for the excefs of her cruelty, and at 
length became uneafy about the fate of the 
lover whom fhe had treated with too much 
feverity, though fhe ftill fuppofed him cri- 
minal and ungrateful. - Love foon regained 
the empire of her heart; and though fhe 
ftruggled for fome days againft a feeling which 
fhe durft not avow, filence at length became 
burdenfome to her, and (ke ordered the old 
woman, as if folely through compaflion, to 
make inquiry about the fituation of her unfore 
tunate hufband. i 

« Alas, madam !* anfwered (he, * my 
pity for him led me to his father's houfe, and 
I there learned from the inhabitants of that 
quarter, that the poor young man's life was 
in danger. ”—'** His life in danger !” replied 
the lady: <* Ah! unfortunate that I am! I 

*" have 
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have killed the only man in the world I ever 
łoved, or can love ! Can I not inform him 
that my life depends upon his? but every 
thing prevents me from doing fo. (Go, how» 
ever, and fpeedily get information concerning 
him, as far as you can, confiftently with the 
fafety af my honour.” The old woman re- 
celved the.order with great pleafure, and for 
fome time was able to give her miftrefs good 
hopes of the recovery of her hufband's health, 


But her inquiries foon- became fruitlefs ; for 


the neighbours were altogether filent concern- 
ng Halechalbe, from the moment when ke 
was privately taken to bedlam ina ftate of 
infanity, 

Her miftrefs now yielded to defpair, and 
Jhut herfelf up with her confident, that fhe 
anight indulge her forrow, and fhed her tears 
without reftraint. The mufical infirument, 
which had formerly been employed to infult 
«ver the misfortune of Halechalbe, now ferv- 
„ed to.exprefs her own complaints. The lady, 
„quite inconfolable, could no longer make ver- 
fes, as fne was wont to do, when infpired by 
love or revenge ; but only uttered a few 
broken words, intermingled with fighs and 
„tears. hę 
ść Alas!” faid fhe, * he flies from me; 


he*has banifhed himfelf from his native land 


"on my account, Go, my lover, join with 
| the 
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the beafts of the foreft ; your wife is more 
terrible than they. Yes, thou doft forget 
me : It is a confolation which I fhall never 
enjoy.” Do zę 

The good old woman was one day traverfing 
the city, little thinking that (he would have 
any agrecable news to carry to her miftrefs, 
when, as fhe pafled through the quarter where 
Halechalbć's fhop was, ihe obferved it open. 
Stopping to look at it, fhe difcovered the 
mafter himielf feated on a fofa, and loft in 
deep thought, and fhe determined to enter. 
As foon as fhe faw him, fhe wifhed to throw 
herfelf into his arms, and Halechalbć was 
running to meet her, whenever he perceived 
her approaching; but the Grand Vifier's 
fpies, who had not lofł. fight of the flave, in- 
terpofed, carried off the woman, and condućt- 
ed her to Giafar. 

Great was the aftonifhment of Giafar to find, 
that the woman now brought before him was 
Nemana, the old governefs of his beloved 
daughter Zeraide. ** Is it pofhble,” faid he, 
« that you whom my daughter loads with 
her kindnefs, fhould be engaged in the ia- 
trigue of Halechalbć”s marriage? Who is the 
woman you have gwen him for a wife?—. 
<< O my prince and mafter,”” anfwered Ne- 
mana, in great aftonifhment ; ** whom could 
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1 ferve but your daughter, the princefs Ze- 
raide ? 

Giafar was thunderitrnck when 'he learned 
that his daughter had married without his 
knowledge and confent: but knowing that 


the Caliph was very anxious to get this af- 


fair unravelled, inftead of returning to his 
own palace to get an explanation from ŹZe- 
raide, he inftantly repaired to the Comman- 


„der of the Faithful, followed by, Nemana, 


and the fpies whom he had fent in purfuit of 
her. i 

«< Wife prince !”* faid he, ** the old wo- 
man who was concerned in Halechalbć”s mar- 
riage has been found: She is at the door, 
and I have put fome quefłionsto her. Hale- 
chalbć”s wife,”” continued the Vifier, ** has on=" 
ly availed herfelf of the law delivered in 


the Alcoran, by chaftifing her hufband, who 
was furprifed in a fault worthy of punilh- 


ment. The duties of hufband and wife are 
reciprocal ; and Halechalbć >: received the 
carefles of a ftrange woman.” | 

« I think,” faid Haroun, * you ftrain the ex- 
preflionsof the law ; you make it too fangui- 
nary, amd you would expofe a great many in 
Bagdad to danger, if the right of doing them- 
felves juftice was granted to all who really 
are, or think themielves injured in this re- 
fpeśt.”? 

VoL, I. Aa - « Marriages 
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'« Marriages of every kind,” replied the 
V:fier, * will not admit of the rigorous ap- 
plication of the law ; but, when the lady who 
1s married, while fhe fubjećts herfelf to the 
Jaw in all its rigour, has it likewife in her 
power to demand the fame fubjećtion from the 
man whom fhe is to marry, and this condition 
1s freely accepted, the injured perfon, in aven- 
ging herfelf, only makes ule of her legał 
right.” | 

« Notwithfianding all your fine arguments,” 
faid Haroun, **I am ftill inclined to favour the 
unfortunate Halechalbe : it yetremainsthatl be 
informed of the name of the wóman in whofe 
caufe you are fo eloguent.” **She is my daugh= 
ter, anfwered the Vifier in great confufion. 
** You-have now,” replied the GCaliph, ** let me 
into the fecret; I fee that the multiplicity of 
my. aflairs makes you neglećt your own, and 
renders you perfećtly ignorant of-what paf- 
fes in your own houfe. Marriages are con- 
traćted, and men's lives -difpofed of, withont 
your knowing any thing of the matter. Ima- 
gine the confequences which would refult 
trom allowing an arm direćted by paflion to 
execute a rigorous law. I know the rights 
which. are aflumed by women in cafes of une 
equal marriages. If conveniency and pru- 
dence, thofe powerful direćtors of human con- 
alućt, fometimes oblige them to give their 
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hand to one of an inferior ftation, then they 
may avail themfelves of thefe rights to a cer- 
talin extent ; they are a fort of compeniation 
for the facrifice which they make. But this 
is not the cafe with your daughter, who has 
made no facrifice but to her own tafte ; and tle 
fon of the chief of trade is in every refpećt 
become her equal. He loves and adores her, 
notwithftanding all the cruelty which fke has 
exercifed againft him, and fhe would certain- 
ły be too happy in having him again for her 
hufband. You well know, that with one word 
I can make my meaneft fubjećt a prince. I 
will raife Halechalbć's father to that dignity, 
from a principle of juftice; and I will take 
care of the fon, from regard to himfelf, and to 
you ; find out the name of the Gadi who drew 
up the contraćt, and why he ventured to do fo 
without your conient, fince without that the 
deed would be woid ; take care that nothing 
be wanting in the form.” 

After this difcourfe with his Vifier, the: 
Caliph ordered Halechalbć to approach : 
<« Young man,” faid he, * your wife fhali 
be reltored to you, and you fhall have it in 
your power either to pardon or punilh her, 
She is my (Grand Vilier's daughter ; but no- 
thing ought to have any influence in prevente 
ing you from following the iuclinations of 
your heart, and the dićtatcs of your mind. 
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« O Commander of the Faithful!” exclaim= 
ed the young Haiechalbć, * can I retain any 
relestment agalnit the perion w5o 1s dearer to 
me than life? I afpire aiter nothing but the 
hapvinefs of feeling her again, and if I can 
once more gain her heart, and the confent of 
jier fatiier, I vow to both, love and afedłion, 
wliich will terminate only with my exift- 
cnce,”” 

śś Giafar,” replied the Caliph, ** I recom- 
mend the intereits of your daughter and fon- 
in-law ta your care ; henceforth confider him 
as a man connećled with my fervice, and for 
whom I mean to provide.” 

The Grand Vifier returned to his palace, 
holding MHalechalbć by the hand, and follow= 
ed by the cold woman, who perceiving herfelf 
at liberty, foon made her efcape togo and ina 
form her mifrefs of the vifńt which fhe might. 
cxiećt to receive. The Vifier, whom fhe 
Lad outrun, at length arrived at his houfe. 
Zeralde arcie to nieet him, and to give the 
ufual marks ot er attachnient and refpećt ; but. 
a fignal with l:is hand, and a look of feverity, 
jorced her to dciift. 

*« sSupprefs thefe demonftrations of attach= 
ment,” faid Giafar ; ** there can be no love 
without confidence, and no refpećt without 
(bedience. You firft married without my 


"nt: and then, in a fit of delirium, abufing 
the 
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the authority which I gave you over my fer- 
wants, you went to the moft criminal excefs 
againft your hufband, and committed a crime 
which expofed us to the wrath ofthe Caliph. 
When you gave your hand to the fon of the 
chief of trade at Bagdad, a man efteemed and 
refpected by every body, and valued even 
by the Galiph himfelf, did you think that 
yoOu was entering into a connećłion with the 
zneaneft flave? Andif the life even of thefe is 
to be fpared, how could you imagine that you 
might difpofe of your hufband”s according to 
your pleafure and caprice? I have brought 
him to you ; he is your mafter, and tn his turn 
has your life in his power. Fall at his 
feet ; and be afiured that you.can never regain 
my efteem, unlefs you obliterate from his 
mind, by fubmiflion and obedience, the unde- 
ferved and cruel treatment which he has re=- 
celved.” 

While the Vifier was fpeaking, the trem- 
bling Zeraide would have fallen dead at his 
feet, iffhe had not perceived in the eyes of 
Halechalbć, fomething more than compaflion 
for the confufion to which fhle was reduced. 
With pleafure did fhe throw herfelf at his 
fcet, and kafied them with tranfport. The 
young hufband, happy beyond expreflion, hav= 
ing raifed Zeralde, embsraced her; and for fome 
moments their tears were mingled togethex. 

Aa 3 his: 
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This afiećting fcene made an impreflion on 
Giafar, who was paflionately fond of his 
Gaughter: the father and'the minifłer were at 
once difarmed. But the Cadi muft be called 
to correćt the irregularity in the contraćt of 
marriage. He learned that his name was 
Yaleddin, and ordered him to be inftantly 
lent for. 

Yaleddin arrived, and did not allow Giafar 
time to afk why he agreed to marry Zeraide 
jn private, and without the concurrence of any 
one bńt the young lady. ** Your daughter,” 
laid the judge, ** ient for me, and difeovered 
the excefs of her paflion. I thought it my dóty 
to fulfl her wifhes, that I might prevent, 
though by an irregular proceeding on my part, 
a condućt ftill more irregular in her. She 
propofed that I fhould be her guardian ; and 
having undertaken this character, and not 
condemning her choice, I believed I was do-. 
ing an important fervice to this fond couple ; 
and I plainly forefaw, that one day it woni 
not meet your difapprobation. 

Giafar, inftead of fhewing diffatiśfaction, 
generoufly exprefled his gratitude tothe Cadi z 
but ordered the fiave Zaliza to be delivered 
to him, that fhe might be puniihed, after a 
confeflion fhould be extorted from her, of the 
odious ftratagem which fhe had employed fot 
ieparating her miftrefs and her hufband, 

The 
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"The happy pair were then left to them= 
felves, after the Vifier had affured Halechalbe 
that he would be as dear to him as his own 
fon.  Magnifcent feafts were afterwards given, 
that all poflible fplendour might accomnany 
an union authorifed and approved by the Ca- 


* liph, and which diffufed joy among all the in- 


habitants of Bagdad. 

Thus did Halechalbć pafs almoft unexpećt- 
edly from bedlam to that honourable eleva- 
tion to which he was raifed by the Caliph 
Haroun, and from the moft mournful of all 
fituations to the higheft degree of happinefs. 

Schahriar, percelving that the ftory of Haa. 
lechalbć was finilhed, exprefied the pleafure 
which it had given him, and praifed the ex- 
cellent conduct of the Galiph. He inveighed 
bitterly againft the abufe which women make 
of the little authority they are allowed to en=. 
joy. Scheherazade was too prudent to dif- 
pute this opinion openly, but indirecćtly tried 
to weaken its force, and to prove tliat it was 
too general. ** Sire,” replied fhe, ** I have 
ftill many memorable adventures to relate of 
the Great Galiph Haroun and his family ; I 
know fome which happened to him at a very 
advanced age, and which will give you a fine 
idea of this nmiiracle of jufiice and prudence: 
but they are long, and I have necd to recal 

the 
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the faćts to my memory, for they are equally- 
mterefting and extraordinary. ln the mean 
time, if your Majefły will condefcend, like 
the great Flaroun himfelf, to amufe yourielf 
for a moment with a popular fiory, which- 
was formerly thought very entertaining, I will' 
relate to you that of Aatloun, furnamed tbe 
Jimpłeton. It is full proverbial at Damas, 
where it isevery day recited by the vulgar. 
The $ultan, who was convinced that a fto- 
ry related by his beautiful fpoufe, could not 
bnt be amufing, however low the fubjećt, re-. 
queflted ber to begin immediately ; and Sche=- 
herazade thus refumed her difcourfe. - 








Tbe Simpletom: or, tbe Story of Xailoun. 


"U nenz lived at Bzgdad a young man of the 
name of Xailoun, born of genteel parents, but 
left an orphan, with litile or no fortune, at a 
very early pericd of life.. His fhort thick 
make indicated a robuft conftitution ; and the 
features of lis face would have been fufhcient= 
jy agreeable, if they had not been totally del- 
titute of expreflion. Being void of under- 
ftłandirsg, and imoreover of a very foft difpofi+ 
tion, he ferved, from his infancy, as a laugh- 
ing ftock to his companions. As foon as he 

had 
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ad pafłed tke age of puberty, his friends, pres 
fuming that a woman of fenfe would be able 
tc govern him, and make him at leaft an hoe 
neft man, determined to marry him, and cauf- 
ed him take to wife a girl two years oider 
than himfelf, but wife, prudent, and of a iła- 
tion equal to his own. | 

Oitbha, Xailoun'*s wife, foon percelved the 
defects of her hufband'”s charaćter. Ihis la- 
zy 1dle fellow fell afleep as foon as he had Gl. 
led his belly, and awoke for no other pure 
pofe but again to fatisfy his hunger. If he 


'ever befłirred himfelf at all, it was only to 


ramble through the city, and thruit himfelf 
into the crowd, looking at every thing, but 
feeing nothing. This ftupid imprudence was 
the caufe of his being often roughly treated ; 
and he frequently returned home with a 
bloody mouih or a black eye. This grieved 
Oitbha; for fhe really loved her hufband, as, 
notwithftanding bis gluttony, iloth, and ex- 
trefne fimplicity, he was harmlefs and good- 
natured. 

While Xailoun led this manner of life, his 
affairs went to ruin: he fpent his little patri- 
mony in inaćtivity and floth ; and he infen- 
fibly fell into a fłate of the greateft imbecil- 
lity. QOitbha had tried perfuafion, remon- 
ftrance, and reproof, to make him alter his 
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conduct: She wifhed to fubjećt him at leaft 
to a little labour, that fbe might begin by de- 
grees to put him on the way of gaining his 
livelihood : but all her attempts were vain ; 
and it was impofiible to get him to do a fin- 
gle thing. 

One day, he was at length prevailed on by 
the force of intreaties to go and fpread out 
fome linen to dry in the fun. Oitbha, upon going 
foon after to fee if he had performed his tafk, 
found him lying ftretched on the ground in 
clofe converfation with a kardouon *, which: 
was fitting on a heap of ftones. Xailoun was 
fpeaking, and the little animal feemed to an- 
fwer him by the ufual fignal with its head. 
In the mean time, the linen had fallen to the 
ground. 

j <* What are you about there ?”* fad Oit- 
bha. « | am talking with my coufin.”” 
« [s the kardouon yourcoufin?*—** Yes 
it is ;” and then addrefling himfelf to the a- 
nimal, ** are not you my coufin, kardouon ?** 
Ihe animal replied by its ufual inclination of 
the head. Oitbhra, who was naturalły of a 
very hafty temper, loft all patience, fnatched 


up a branch of turpentine tree, which was at 
hand, 








* '[he Kardouon is a little animal of about 14 inches 
long, refembling in fhape the crocadile of the Nile. When 
it is logked at, it moves its head up and down, as whcn we 
ezprefs our affent tę any thing. It is quite harniefs,. 
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hand, and beftowed three or four blows on 
Xailoun, who looked at her with a ftupid 
air, and then haftened to take up, and (pre 
ut the linen. 

Oitbha thus refledted wóń herfelf: * We 
will foon have a young family: My own la- 
bour is infufficient to maintain myfelf, my 
children, and this fat iluggard. Since I can 
make myfelf dreaded by him, I muft cure 
him of this fault of lazinefs: He is ftrong, 
and I will oblige him to work for his fub= 
fiftence.” 

Having thus reafoned with kerfif; as foon 
as Xailoun returned, fhe took up the rod of 
turpentine tree, made him derange the little 
furniture which was in the houfe, and then 
put it in order again. |f he ftłopped one mo» 
ment, a fhower of blows defcended on his 
head. Xailoun obeyed ; but whenever the 
work was finifhed, he made his efcape, went 
to faunter through Bagdad, and did not re- 
turn till very late, and after having been 
very ill treated. He had foolifhly engaged 
in a fquabble, and had come off with fome 
blows. 

Oitbha, when fhe faw that the turpentine 
fwitch was not fufficient to eftablifh all the 
authority which it was neceflary for her to 
poflefs, took a ftick. 

« Whence 
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'« Whence come yon?” faid fne; * I wifi 
teach you to go out without my permifhon, 
and to get yourfelf lamed in this manner.” 
At the fame time applying twenty firokes of 
the ftick to his fhoulders, fhe made him fit 
down, and dreffed the wounds which he had 
recelved on his hands and face. 

When this was done, fhe put him to bed. 
« "Take repofe now,” faid fhe; ** and to-mor- 
row we fhall (ce things in quite a different 
light. You muft abfolutely change your way 
of living, flothful and fimple as you are, or 
elfe we will die with hunger and vexation. 
You muft labour in order to live: You are 
fat and firong; you muft go and feek work. 
in Bagdad; and if you do not bring home the 
profits thereof, the ftick fhall go its ufuaŁ 
round.” 

Xailoun went to fleep, very much dejećted, 
faying to himfelt; ** I fhall have a beating, 
if I don't change my way of living; and how 
fhall I alter myfelf, fo as to be Xailoun no 
longer?” Next day Qitbha faw that her huf- 
band was ftill much bruifed with the ftrokes 
he had received the night before. She drefs— 
ed his wounds, and faid to him, ** Confider 
well, booby, and lay your account with maka 
ing a total alteration in your conduct.” 

Every mark of the ili treatn.ent which this 
lu _ had met with, belng at length gone, , 

his 





——n a 


SN 


ARABIAN TALES, 259 


his wife made him rife. ** Get out of the 
houfe,” faid fhe; * go and hire yourtelf ag 
a day-labourer to fome mafłer in Bagdad; 
there is no bread for you here ; and if you 
return without bringing any, this ftick which 
you fee here, fhall welcome you home every 
day, tiłl you are entirely changed.” 

Xailoun's memory was (o weak, that he could 
only retain the laft words he heard. He muft 
bring home bread, and return quite changed, 
otherwife *'the fmart, which he full felt on 
his fhoulders, told him that he would be a. 
gain faluted with a beating. 

As he pafled before the houfe of a baker, 
the bread, which they had taken out of the 
oven, happened to be placed in the tent. Its 
colour, fiape, and fine flavour, whetted his 
appetite ; befides, being winter, it was very 
cold, and the heat which came from the 
oven, farther attraćted him, for he was but 
fparingly clothed. 

The ftout and ruddy bikeń was feated near 
his oven, and had a look of profperity which 
was very engaging: The lads who worked at . 
the trough, and who were drefled with great 
neatnefs, prefented a pićture of cheerfulnefs, 
health, and happinefs, 

« Oh" faid Xailoun, * if I coułd but 


get into this fhop, my bufinefs would be done; 


here is the bread which I am ordered to pro- 
VOL. j p b Cure 


2990 ARABIAN TALES, 


cure for myfelf. If I could eat this good 
bread for eight days only, I would become 
fat and ruddy like thefe people ; and then, how 
changed I would be!” 

After this reflećtion, he went: into the fhop. 
The baker looked at him, and, from his ro- 
buft appearance, fuppofing him to be a jour- 
neyman wanting work, thus addrefled him: 
«« What do you want, friend? Are you feek- 
ing employment? Will you aflift me in my: 
work ?”? 

<< Yes, with all my heart,” faid Xailoun. 
« [hen take this pruning hook, untie this 
bundle oi faggots, and cut branches, fo as to 
fupply me, in ptoportion as I put them into 
the oven.” 

Xailoun fat down, and performed the - 
work. The hour of dinner arrived, and they 
gave him one of thbofe loaves which he had fo 
much coveted. lIhe baker learned that his 
new workman had a wife and children. In 
the evening, when he difmified him, he gave 
him three other loaves for them, and thus 
fent him joyful home. 

Oitbha received him gracioufly ; and when 
fhe knew what he had gaincd, * -you fee,” 
faid fhe, ** that by undergoing a little trou- 
ble, one can gain their bread. Think feri- 
©ufly, therefore, of working every day for 
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your fubfiftence, and of wholly changing yout 
condućt. | j 

Next day Xailoun would have flept too 
long; but Oitbha awoke him with her fwitch, 
< Go,” faid fhe, ** fet out to the fhop, or I'll 
take the ftick.” 

Xailoun drefled himfelf very quickly : 
« Ah!” faid he; ** when fhall I be changed, 
fo as to hear no more of the ftick?” and then 
betook himfelf to his work. 

It was not eight days fince he had taken- 
this bufinefs in hand; and their little manfion 
was plentifully provided with  necefflaries. 
Every morning, reproofs were not fpared, and 
fometimes the ftick was produced, when he 
appeared duller than ufual. 

Xailoun, however, no longer found the 
bread fo good as it was the firft day. He 


-could not poffibly be changed ; for his wife 


ftull fcolded and beat him every morning; 
and it feemed hard, that he who was fo fond 
of fauntering about the ftreets oi Bagdad, 
fhould be confined like a prifoner at the mouth 
of an ovęn, and fhould not be allowed to fleep 
long in the merning. 

He agreed in his own mind, that this fort 
of change was worth nothing, and that he 
ought to find out fome otlier. 

His wife awoke him in the morning, with 
her ufual aflftant : ** Arife quickly; begone; 
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go and gain wherewith to live, and bring 
fomething home, or you fhall receive a beat- 
ing at your return. We fhall never live to- 
gether as hufband and wife, till you alter 
your conduct. | 

«« That is well,” faid Xailoun ina low 
voice; ** but behold me already changed in= 
to a prifoner; and the alteration does not a- 
gree with me at all: I will go in fearch of 
fome other.” At the fame time, he began 
-to run through all Bagdad, without fo much 
a. knowing what he tought for. | 

Confiantly wandering about, he came at 
laft to the fhop of Seydi Haflan, a native o£ 
lamas, the mvft famous cook in all Bagdad. 
It was beautifully fituated on the banks of the 
Daggiala. 

Under the tent*, before the houfe, was a 
large plate covered with a pyramid of rice, 
feafoned with the moffł coftly fpices, and fur- 
rounded with minced meats, all drefied in a 
manner equally neat and delicate. [he ex- 
quifite odour of tbis difh roufed Xailoun. 

He faw in this fame fhop fix young men 
bufy at work, admirably well drefled, charm= 
iugly beautiful; and they all appeared to him 
to be cheerful, and in good health. He did 
not think 1t at all extraordinary, that people, 

who 

* There is a tent before every Mop. 
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who had fuch excellent pilau at their com= 
mandę, fhould enjoy fo many advantages ; and 
he perfuaded himfelf, that, by living like 
them, he would very foon have the fame ap- 
pearance. But it was firft neceffary to fpeak 
to the cook, that he might obtain permiflion 
to work in his fhop. Hunger, and the de- 


fire of changing, confpired to make Xailoun 


eloquent. ** Have you,” faid he to Seydi 
Haflan, * any employment for me?” 





«« 'That is never wanting here,” faid the cook. 


« Go to my lads; they will find employment 
for you.” 

Xailoun was inftantly fet to work. They 
gavę him for dinner fragments of every kind 
in great abundance. He filled and ftufied 
himfelf, not doubting but he had at laft fallen. 
upon the only method of bringing about the 
alteration. to which he afpired, 

After dinner, he refumed his work, which 
was not at all burdenfome to him. He was 
employed in covering the tables for thofe who 
came to eat at the cook's fhop, in fetting and 
removing the dilhes, and in clearing the tables. 

[nthe evening, he returned home with a 
whole pyramid of fragments on a large plate. 
It was pretty lute before he arrived, and 
O:tbhba was uneafy about him ; but when fhe 

Bb 3 faw 
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faw him return loaded with fo much pro 
vifion, and not bringing any bread from his 
mafter the baker, fhe doubted not but that 
he had been traverfing the city, as ufual, and 
had ftolen, f(ome where or other, the plate 
and its contents. 

« Whence come you, iekSAKi >» faid fhe: 
« Where did you get this plate, you robber ?** 
Some pretty fevere blows with the ftick, ac- 
companied thefe pleafing addrefles with which 
he was received. Xailoun informed her that 
not finding himfelf difpofed to live a pri- 
foner by the fide of an oven, he wifhed to. 
change for the better ; and for this reafon had 
gone to work with Seydi Fafłan. 

«<'They could never have given you all: 
that,” replied Oitbha ; ** come along with me; 
I would not have us taken for.robbers,” So 
fiying, fhe threw her veil about her, caufed. 
Xailoun follow her with the plate, and haft- 
ened to the cook's fhop. 

 Seydi was firuck with fuch Ggular fideli-- 
ty. He added fome farther prefents of the 
fąme kind, and fent the good people home. 

Xailoun was now happy for fome time, go- 
ivg every day to Seydi”s fhop, eating when- 
ever his appetite urged him, and always 
bringing home abundance for his family. He 
never received blows or reproofs, provided he 
zolę early in the morning ; but if he failed to 
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do fo, he found-himfelf continually expofed to 
them. He had taken it into his head that he 
muft be altered to fuch a degree, as to be alto= 
gether unknown to his wife. In hopes of this, 
he eat as much as he could, in order to be» 
come fat and ruddy, like the other lads be- 
łonging to the cook ; and he went very often 
to view himfelf in the mirror which was in 
the fhop, and obferve if he was not grown a 
little fatter. i 

One day Ssydi Haffan having obferved bim; 
afked, What he was doing there? I am look- 
ing to know whether l am changed, replied 
Xailoun. At the fame time he felt firit his face, 
and then his clothes, alternately; and then | 
fhrugged up his fhoulders as a mark of dif- 
content. | 

«-Yyou would wifh to change, then?” faid 
Seydi; ** Yes,” replied Xajloun. * This, 
then, is tlle proper time for doing fo, if you 
have a mind; I can change your poił; my fcul- 
lion is dead, and you may take his place.” 

« Shall I have his clothes allo?” faid Xar-. 
loun. * Wndoubtedly,”” replied Seydi; * that 
is underfłood.” ** Come then, let me change 
quickly, for it is now a long time fince I have 
prayed every day to (rod that I might be- 
changed.” 

It wasan excellent amufement forthe people 
tn the fhop, to drefs the new kitchen-boy in his: 

livery 
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livery clothes ; but Xailoun could not exprefs 
- the joy he felt in thinking that he was foon go- 


ing to be changed, and to refembłe the other 


fervants of Seydi Haflan. 

The difagrecable fmell alone might have 
warned him of the difadvantage of lis new 
drefs ; but he was incapable of attending to more 
than one idea at a time. He was now drefled. 
in a greafy frock, from head to foot, and co-. 
vered with a dirty apron; he was conducted 
to the fink in the kitchen, where they gave 
him the diihes and kettles to fcour; but from 
want of dexterity and practice, he bedaubed 


his.own face and hands with almoft as much. 


dirt and nafiinefs as came from the kettles.. 


Something was brought to him to eat, and: 


he acquitted himfelf to admiration. New 
'WwOrK was given him ; and he was eager to fi- 
nilh it, that he might go and examine in the 


glafs the happy effect of the change which had' 


been produced. As he.looked, he was terri- 
fied at himfeif, run out of the fhnop, and made 
his efcape, faylng, ** My God! my God! I 
"alked to be changed, but it was neitl:er into a 
prifoner, nor a kitchen-boy : however,*” fad 
he to himfelf, * this change may perhaps con- 
ceal me from my wife, and prevent me from 

being beatea. L'1ll away to the houfe.”” 
lie came to the door, running all the way, 
and with nothing in his hands. When Oitbha 
faw 
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faw fuch a horrid figure enter her houfe, fhe 
. took up the ftick, in order to defend herfelf, 
. and drive out the monfter. At length fhe 
difcovered by the voice and beard, that it was 
Xailoun: but this only led her to ply her 
blows the harder, and with fo much more rea- 
fon, that fhe had nothing for fupper, and he 
had brought nothing to eat. Oibha put him 
to bed, carried back the kitchen-boy's livery 
to Seydi's houfe ; and having there got the ace 
count of her hufband”s metamorphofis, return= 
ed in very bad humour. Unlefs Xailoun re- 
turned to the cook, he muft to-morrow find 
another mafter, otherwife he might expećt the 
fevereft treatment ; he would not even be al- 
lowed ftraw to fleep upoń. | 
Xailoun was again traverfing the ftreets of 

Bagdad in fearch of employment and of a 
change. Near one of the largeft mofques, he- 
. obferved a paftry (hop, wherein much greater 
neatnefs prevailed, than in that of the cook. 
The workmen who made the pafte, had their 
_ "arms naked up to the elbow, and difplayed a 
frefh, plump, white fkin, fuch as Xailoun was 
ambitious to poflefs. The nourifhing paftries 
to which they were indebted for this frelhnefs, 
were fet out under the tent before the door, 
and diffufed au agreeable fmell fuficient to 
roufe appętites lefs keen than that of Xatloun, 
Fe thought, that if he could but GL his belly 
with 
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with them for a fhort time, and thruft his 
hand into that fine pafte, he would infallibly 
undergo a total change in his appearance. 

He entered the fhop, therefore, and with 
great fimplicity offered his fervices to its maf- 
ter. The paftry cook looked at him more 
than” he liftened to him: his ftrong conftitu- 
tion, indicated by his external make, fhewed 
him to be a man from whom much work 


„might be derived; and his fervices were in= 


ftantly accepted. The new maker of pafiry 
was quite overjoyed. He was employed in 
very eafy labour ; he ftuffed himfelf with 
excellent paftry, and in the evening carried 
home good bits of it to his wife. Oitbha was 
aftonifhed when fhe faw him return with this 
new reward of his labour. He told her he 
had changed, and informed her that he had af- 
fumed another profeflion. 

Oitbha was happy to find him in the train 
of working ; but her hufband”s wifhes were 
not yet wholly fulalled. He had got yet put 
his hands to the pafte, but, as it was the month 
of the Ramazan, he was intrufted with felling 
the paftry in the avenues and market places. 
Fe had been taught to reckon fmall money ; 
he knew that he muft reccive as many pieces 
of that money, as he delivered pieces of paft- 
ry, and he gave a faithful account. This was 
all bis genius could accomplifh ; and hitherta 

his 
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his mafter had required no more of him: but 
there. came a time when he fuppofed he would 
obtain from him labour of much greater im- 
portance, 

During the time of the feaft, there was a 
great deal of work performed in the fhop; 
and the flour was about to fail, for the afs 
who went in the mill had died. This ani- 
mal's labours had not been much attended to 
by KXailoun : ** Our fłour,” faid his mafłer to 


him, ** is about to run fhort, and confequent- 


Jy we will have no paftry ; I have loft my la- 
bourer, and cannot for fome days procure 
another to fupply his place. You mufłt 
change your employment, and make flour for 
me ; l will take excellent care of you during 
your labour. 

««_ [| defire nothing fo much as to change,” 
faid he; ** it was for that purpofe | came 
here; but I muft alfo change my drefs.” 
« Well thoughtof,?”” anfwered the paftry-cook, 
« fince you perform the dead labourer”s work, 
you muft have his drefs.” Xailoun could 
not be happier: * I fhall be truly changed 
at laft,”” faid he. He was taken to the place 
where the mill was, his eyes were blindiold- 
ed, the harnefs was put on, and he was tlen 
fixed to the handle. ** Come, go on,” faid 
the paftry-cook, go on ; make an effort with 
your neck, and that wiil follow.” Xailoun 

obeyed 
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obeyed, and the mi:l advanced ; the labour 
became fomewhat lefs heavy, but it was ftill 
very fevere. ** Is it over?” cried Mailoun, 
quite a ftranger to this kind of bufinefs—'** No, 
no,” anfwered the paftry-cook, ** go on, go 
on ; you do very well; the four is ODA 
and you fhall have it to fift.” 

« To fift!” faid Xailoun, ** that's proba- 
bly another change; but fo much the better, 
for this isa very bad one.” Allthe while he 
puffed and blowed, and was in a great fweat. 
The paftry-cook fłill encouraged-him with 
his voice, but gave him not the fmallefft refpite 
till the hour of dinner, when he was at length 
permitted to ftop. He was unyoked, and 
after being taken out of the mill, freed from 
the bandage on his eyes. He mufł now get 
fomething to eat ; but it was no longer pafiry 
which was fet betore him, but a difh of large 
beans and onions drefied with lintfeed oil. It 
was neceflary that he fhould have ftrong nou- 
rifnhment proportioned to the labour which 
was required of him. Changing in general 
was not d:fagreeable to him, for he always 
hoped to find his account in it; butthe beans 
were very tough, and the oil fo thick that it 
ftuck in his throat. . He was dying with hun- 
ger however, and he muft eat, Scarcely had 
he finifhed, when the means of digefting this 
wretched repafł were propofed.  ** Come, 

2 Xailoun,” 
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Xailoun,” faid the pafłry-cook, ** there is no 
drawing back ; you muft finifh the grinding ; 
without that, the fhop would want work to- 
morrow.” They then fell upon him; one 
put on the covering, and another the harnefs ; 
and he was again fet to turning the mill. 
Rebołd him now with a full ftomach, his 
body puffed up with wind, in confequence of 
the nourifnment he had taken, fatigued with 
the morning”s labour, all in a fweat, out of 
breath, and ftopping from time to time. 
«« Come,” cried the paftry-cook, * go on; if 
your courage fails you, I will give you fome, 
as ] gave your predeceflor.” ** Courage,” 
faid Xailoun to himfelf, ** what is courage? 
it is certainly a good thing.” He ftopped, 
and deranged the covering upon his eyes, to 
fee what was to be given him. -He perceived 
his mafter holding in his hand a whip, which 
he fmacked 1n the air. He pulled down the 


covering, continued to fulfl his tafk without 


being required to do fo, and conceived a total 
diflike to courage, before ever he had felt its 
effećts. Night came on, and Xailoun was 
freed from his work. He eagerly pulled the 
bandage from his eyes, returned to the fhop, 
and fizding the door open, fled with the (wift- 
nefs of an arrow to his own houfe. He was 
as white as a ghoft, and ftull bad the harnefs 
upon him ; but he dreaded bein: fent back to 
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the niuill, and receiving the difcipline which 
was termed courage. | 
Imagine a man with a long beard, covered 
with flour from head to foot, fo that even the 
girths which confłituted part of his harnefs, 
appeared to be of one piece with his clothes, 
and you will have an idea of Xailoun's figure. 
W hen Oitbha firft faw this fpećtre come and 
boldly fit down in her houfe, fhe began to be 
«afraid ; but (he foon difcovered who it was. 
« What,” faid fhe, ** is it you, you fat fim- 
pleton? where have you 'been getting your- 
felf harnefled in this manner, inftead of going 
and working with your mafter, that you 
might bring back provifiońs for our fubGf- 
ence?”* The flick foon came into play, and 
drove the duft from his doublet.  Xailoun 
endeavoured to allay the ftorm; ** You bid 
me pray to (God to change me, and I do 
pray to him ; I have been a prifoner, a kitch- 
en boy, and now I am an afs for making 


meal.” 

« O the monftrous beaft !* faid Oitbha ; but 
compaflion reftrained her from carrying her 
correćtions any farther. She freed him from 
his girths, fhut him up, carried back the har- 
nefs to the paftry cook'”s houfe ; and after re- 
proaching him for abufing the fimplicity of a 
poor man, and caufing him reftore Xailoun's 


robe, and pay the wages of his day”s labour, 
fhe 


" 
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fhe returned to her own houfe. Xailoun 
was confined to bed all nextday by the fatigue 
he had undergone, the blows of the ftick, and 
the indigeliion occafioned by the ragout dref- 
fed with oil. His wife did not even urge him 
to rife ; but on the third day, compelled by 
neceffity, (he was again obliged to fend her 
booby of a hufband to work. ** Gome,” faid 
fhe, ** mind your bufinefs; go to any of your 
mafters who will employ you ; but if you re- 
rurn without any reward for your labour, 
you may go and fleep in the ftreet ; change 
your way, for I amm determined never to change 
mine.” * Change my way!” faid Xailoun 
to himfelf ; * I fhould be glad to know how 
that's to be -done ? For example, when I take 
the way through the ftreets to the river, I 
may go one way, or I may .go another; but 
it is all one,.it only leads me to the river. 
Let me fee if I took the way ta the coun- 
try, inftead of taking the way to the city, I 
fuppofe it would be better. very day I beg 
of God to change me ; but there is fo much 
noife in Bagdad, that he cannot hear my re- 





queft; but were I in the open country, if he 


is not deaf, he will certainly hear me.” 

Upon this reflećtion, Xailoun haftened to 
leave the city, that ke might go and offer up 
his.prayers in the country, where he would 

| (cz have 
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have full liberty to turn his face towards the 
śouth *, without being dillurbed by houfez. 
At a little difłance from the city, he found 


a large open door, which invited him to enter . 


an extenfive garden. There de faw pear-trees, 
apple-trees, pomegranate-trees, trees in fhort 
of every Kind, bending under their load of 
fruit. This płace was in his eyes a terreftri- 
al paradife : he was exceedingly fond of fruit, 
but had never eat of it according to his plea- 
fure: he was in perfect ecftafy at the fight. 
” Here,” faid he, ** 1s excellent feeding for a 
man ; I recollećt when my wife bought our 
afs, it was lean, thin-flanked, and fcabbed ; but 
fhe put it to good pafiurage, and in a fort- 
night, the beaft was fo changed, that I could 
hardly know it again. łam flefh and blood 
as well as the afs, and the fame change will 
happen to me, if l can but ftay in this place. 
The owner of thefe fruits has fo greata quanti- 
ty, that he cannot eat them all; he will give 
me as many as I have a mind for, and I fhall 
certainly undergo a change like ouc little afs. 
I will not know myfelf again; far I fuppofe 
if it could have looked at itfelf in the glafs, 
it would not have known itfelf.”. 


As 
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As foon as he had made thefe reflećtions, 
he advanced forward, and came to the place 
where the owner, mounted on a pomegranate= 
tree, was gathering fruit, which his wife rex 
ceived, and put into a bafket. He very deli- 
berately offered them his fervices. The gar- 
dener looked at his wife, and, upon a fign gi- 
ven by her, accepted them.  Xailoun alcend- 
ed an apple-tree, which was very well loaded ; 
and though he took care at firft to eat as ma- 
ny as he gathered, he met with no oppofition 
irom the owner. 

It was agreed that he fhould receive a fmall 
falary every month, for the work he was to 
perform. With refpećt to the fum, he knew 
nothing about the matter ; he thought that the 
labour would confift in gathering pears, prunes, 
apricots, and other fruits, which he might eat 


at his pleafnre ; and he agreed to every thing 


which was propofed. He was f(ometimes em= 
ployed to work in the houfe; for he had acquir- 
ed a knowledge of this kind of work with the 
cook, and maker of pafłry. At dinner and 
fupper, he eat pilau with his mafłer, gorman- 
diled an truit the whole day, and had not the 
fmalleft doubt but that he would foon under- 
go as happy a change as his afs. 

From time to time, he was fent to Bagdad. 
with.two afles laden with fruit; but as thefe: 
animals, from long experience, were well ac- 
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quainted with the road, Xailoun had not the 
trouble of direćting them. Oitbha was then 
lying in, and coniequently was unable to go in 
fearch of her hufband.  Xailoun had not fore 
gotten her; but he waited till the excellent 
feeding which he enjoyed fhould have pro- 
duced its happy effećts, that he might return 
to his houfe completely changed. Unluckily 
there was no mirror in his mafter”s houfe, 
wherein he could obferve the progrefs of his 
transformatlon. 

But Xailoun's hopes and happinefs were to 
have an end. There were in the ftable two 
bullocks, which were employed in the labours 
of hufbandry. Xailoun, who led them every 
day to watering, foon became intimate with 
them, and called them his dear companions, 
One day, by accident, or perhaps by the fault 
of the guide, one of the bullocks fell into a 
bog, and broke his leg. The gardener was 1iX 
a great rage ; the ploughing prefłed on, and 
he could not get another before the next 
fair. * Weli,”” faid he te Xailoun, ** you have 
rendered ufelefs one of the bullocks which I 
employed in tillage, and I cannot replace him 
for fome time: that the work may go on, 
you muft change your employment with me.” 
« Change!” replied Xailoun, ** I afk this 
from God every day, and I believe I am come 


hitber for that very purpofe,” ln that całe, 
fince 
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fince you are fo willing, you muft afiift the 
remaining bullock to finith the ploughing of a 
piece of ground which is begun.”  Xailoun 
had not been out of the garden, and knew no- 
thing about the ploughing which was propof- 
ed to him: his worn out fuit by no means 
pleafed him ; and he alked his mafter if he 
fhould have the drefs of the labourer whofe 
place he was to fupply. hat you may be 


quite at your eafe, my friend, you fhall have 


the whole of it from head to ioot. * ln that 
cafe,” faid Xailoun, * I will put off this im- 
mediately.” ** There 1s no occafion for that,” 
replied his mafter ; **the one I am to give 
you will go above it very well.” "Two dref- 
fes at once, Xailoun thought would effećtually 
difguife him, and ftraightway he propofed to 
go and fhew himfelf to his wife in that fitua= 
tion. The fun at that time was very fcorch- 


ing, and the cattle were cruelly tormented 


by inlećts, and particularly gadfies. The 
gardener took up half a dozen of goat's fkins, 
that he might cover Xailoun with them from 
top to toe, and left no part of his body unco* 
vered, except paflages for the light, and for 

breathing. | 
The fimpleton looked at him ; and being al. 
ways eager for a change, allowed him to pro- 
ceed : he was immediately put to the yoke, 
and the gardener, loudly cracking his whip 
in 
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in the air, beian the work, Wben Xailoun 
heard the cracks of the whip, though he had 
not been fo ftrong as a bullock, he would 
have found means to exert the vigour of one. 
He carried away his companion ; but during 
the labour, the flies made terrible attacks om 
both ; the leaft fpace that was uncovered on 
Xailoun's back was fatal to him, for thele 
troublefome 1nfects found out every detećt. 
He mufł be unyoked to dine ; and Xai- 
loun would have made his elcape, if he 
dur(ft have ventured; but he was deterred 
by the lafh, which the gardener had by his 
fide. He was defired to cat, and the hun- 
ger which he felt, impelied him to do fo 3 
but, before he had time to breathe, he was 
immediately put agaim to the yoke. 

The eveuing came ; the labour ceufed ; and 
the gardener led back his bullock to the ftable,. 
Xailoun took advantage of his being left a- 
łone for a moment, gained the houfe door, and 
ran towards Bagdad, covered with the fkins, 
which were fewcd upon him, or kept together 
by the harnefs. He never once dared to look. 
behind him, fo much was he afraid of being 
purfued, and of experiencing the lalh of the 
whip. 

As night had come on, and the gates were 
(nut, the unhappy fugitive had no otlier re- 
 fuge but the fepulchres without tha city. 
He 
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He placed himfelf in the firft which offered a 
fhelter; and, finking under the fatigue which 
he endured through the day, fell into a pro- 
found fleep. About fix o'clock in the morn- 
ing, he was fuddenly awaked by a great 
noife : The grave-makers had come to dig a 
grave at the very place where he was. The 
earth had been lately removed by fome fa- 
vage and carnivorous animals, who had dug 
up a dead body, and there were ftill fome 
bones fcattered around the mouth of the grave, 
and half devoured. 

While the workmen were difcourfing toge- 
ther concerning the attempts of thefe animals, 
one of them maintained that beafts could ne- 
ver dig three feet into the earth, and that the 
devaftations muft have been made by fome 
evil genies, who took great pleafure in de- 
vouring the cold remains of the dead. Xal- 
loun was at this moment percelved by one of 
them, lying in the place which the unfortunate 
wretch had chofen for a fhelter. The goat's 
fkins, with which he was covered, gave him 
fo frightful and hideoys an appearance, that 
the gravedigger exclaimed, ** Here is the evil 
genie.” 

Xailoun, being awaked by this exclama- 
tion, fat up: Luckily for him, his enemies 
were feized with terror, and he had time to 
arife. ]f his adverfaries eould have read m 

| bis 
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his looks the terror with which be was in- 
fpired, by the fizht of three iron fhovels lift- 
ed up to kill him, it wonid have been ali 
over with him ; but the covering of goat's 
fkins concealei the emotions of his foul; and 
while their ftrokes hung fufpended ia the air, 
fear gave him new vigour: He darted foru 
ward like an arrow, paflfed through the mid- 
dle of them, and took to flight.  Xailoun's 
enemies refumed courage, whenever they faw 
him give indications of fear. They difcharg 
ed their fhovels at him, ran after him, and 
exclaimed with all their might, ** Here is the 
evil genie who devours the dead bodies in the 
fepulchres ; fall upon him, kill, murder 
him !? 

The people began to aflemble, ran to meet 
the monfłer, but fłed as foon as they faw 
him; crying as loud as fear would allow 
them, ** Here is the evil genie who devours 
the dead bodies !** "The dogs Jej the par- 
ty; but fuch an animal, totally unknown to 
them, kept them at defiance: Tkey followed 
him barking, but at a confiderable difłance. ' 

Ihe gravediggers, finding themfelves much 
entangled by the crowd, which increafed 'at 
every itep, kept back the dogs, and called 
out, ** | hrow fłones and fłicks at him = DBĘ 
the idea of the power and evil difpofitions of 
tie genies depriyed ćvery perfon of courage. 
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"The children were afraid of being fwallowed 
up alive by the evil fpirit who devoured the 
dead.  Xailoun, protećted by this horrible 
difguife, reached his own dwelling, through a 
tumult, of which the report had fpread through- 
out all Bagdad. He entered the houfe ; and 
the crowd prefied up to the door. 

Here a fhower of blows inevitably awaited 
him. Oitbha, being now a mother and nurfe, 
and coniequently the more intrepid, faw the 
terrible animal arrive, took up the fłick, 
which fhe wełl knew how to make ufe of; 
and before her poor hufband, who was quite 
out of breath with running, could even arti- 
culate his name, forced him to leave the houfe. 
He now fell into the hands of the gravedig- 
gers, who feized him by the goat's fkins, and 
dragged him to prifon, amid the fhouts of the 
trium phant mob, among whom it was fpread 
abroad, that they were carrying to prifon the 
evil genie, who was the terror of the fepul- 
chres, and who had entered Oitbha's houfe to 
devour her child. 

The jailor, who had already been informed 
of it, Was full of confternation to hear of the 
prifoner who was brought to him, and of 
whom thirty defcriptions had been given, €- * 
very one more horrible than another. The 
objećt at length appeared: A gravedigger 
had torn away one of the pieces of his drefs, 

and 
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and dilcovered, that what tkey had purfued 
fo obftinately, was a man covered with goat's 
fkins. But he only appeared more culpable 
for having drefled himfelf like a beaft, that 
he might come and devour dead bodies, and 
little children. ** Infamous wretch!” fard 
an officer of the prifon, who addrefled Xailoun; 
«« are you poflefied ofa devil, to come to take 
your repafł in the fepulchre of faithful Mufz 
fulmen; and feed upon their flefh ?——* 1,” 
faid Xailoun, who was now fłripped of his 
xnafk, * I did not go there to eat; I went 
there to fleep. I trode upon bones as I pafs= 
ed along, but I never touched them.” 

The fimplicity of Xailoun's behaviour and 
fpeech, difconcerted and foftened all the by- 
ftanders. They only put one queftion more 
to the monfter they had ftripped ; ** Did you 
not go to Oitbha's houfe,” faid they, ** with 
a defign to eat her child?*———Who? I! I 
would not eat my clnld: I was going to my 
own houfe.” Among the people who were 
anXious to know the tate of the monfter, there 
were at the door three or four of Oitbha's 
neighbours. The declaration of the fuppof- 
ed evil genie was repeated to them. Having 
afked admiilion, and recognized Xailoun, they 
bore fo unequivocal tellimony to his inno- 
tence and ftupidity, that the judge who had 
come to inquire into the lact, ordered Xa-- 
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lam to be carried back to Oitbha, and all his 
fkins along with him. 

His wife was informed of his return fome 
minutes before he appeared. She was then 
very forry that fhe had given him fo bad a 
reception without knowing him, and had oc- 
cafioned his meeting fiill farther with hard 
treatment. The adventure would Inevitably 
be accompanied with difgrace ; for tosmorrow 
it would be known throughout Bagdad, that 
Xailoun was the fuppofed evil genie, who 
was devouring the dead bodies. She alfo la- 
mented the blows of the ftick, which had 
been given fomewhattoo freely ; for (he had 
at that time confidered him as a real enemy. 

-When fhe faw Xailoun, fhe felt an emotion 
©f compaffion arife in her mind. She thank- 
ed her neighbours for bringing him back, and 
endeavotured to get information from him of 
the place he came from, after fo long an ab- 
fence, and of the perfon who could have 
transformed him im fo ridiculous a manner. 
Xailoun, who had only one way of explain- 
ing himfelf, told her the motives which led 
lim to depart from the city, in fearch of a 
more advantageous change, and informed her 
how he had been fo unłucky as to be changed 
into an ox, and then, he knew not by what 
means, into an evil genie. Oitbha knew that 
he was not capable of telling a lie. She put 

VNQL. 4. D d him. 
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him to bed, and, with great kindnefs and at- 
tention, drefled the bruifes which be had re- 
ceived, and the infiammation occafioned by 
the ftings of the gadflies. 'EFhis done, fhe 
gave him fomething to eat, and determined 
on the part fhe was to aćt the foliowing day. 

As foon as it was day, fhe put her child, 
whom (he could not leave behind, upon lier 
little als, in one bafket, and the fkins and 
harnefs in another. She befougint her neiglia 
bours, who had brought home her hufbąnd the 
cvening before, to accompany her to the houfe 
without the city, where Xailoun had been 
employed, and, taking her veil, fet out along 
with them. When fhe arrived at the garden- 
er*s hkoufe, fne reproved him very feverely 
for having fo far abufed the fimplicity of a 
Muf'ulman, as to reduce him to the condition 
of a beaft. She related to him the infults to 
which he had expofed her hufband ; reftored 
to him the goat's fkins and the harnefs, and 
- boldly demanded the falary which Xailoun 
had earned. ** If it were not for the fake of 
my hufband,” faid (he, ** I would bring you 
before the Cadi ; and you may be very happy 
that I do not intend to add to the noife which 
this affair has already made.” 

The gardener was confounded ; pulled out 
two fequins, which was four. times more than 


the falary he had promifed KXailoun, and pre 


lented 
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fented them to his wife. Oitbha would have 
refufed them ; for fhe well fuppofed that the 
large fum offered her was a great deal too 
nuch ; but there were two of-her neighbours 
along with her, and fhe was not forry that 
they fhould believe her hufband capable of 
gaiaing two fequins a-month. Her bufinefs 
being finifhed, fhe took up Xailoun's robe, 
and returned to het houfe. 

Five days having pafled without any new 
adventures, the wounded man was perećtly 
recovered.  Oitbha again aflumed the lan. 
guage of remonftrance, and fhewed him the 
necefiity, not of being changed into a fcullion, 
an ox, an afs, or an evil genie, but of being 
changed in fuch a manaer, as to lead a labori< 
ous and ufeful life to his family. Since Xaie 
loan could fell paftry through the city, fhe in-- 
ferred that fhe might make him a merchant of 
earth for children *. She made him dig fome 
of the earth, and fill the two paniers of the 
afs with it; he was'charged to fell this com- 
modity by meafure through Bagdad, and he 
muft make himfelf known to cufłomers by 


Dda loudly 


* Thisis a kind of red earth which may be reduced to 
powder; it is very dry, and has an agi Scable fmell. It is em= 
ployed in Arabia to be put under children in the cradle, 
from the loins to the knees. This earth is only covered 
with a rag; it drinks up the moifture, and MESA the ikim 
from cracks, and from a bad fracll. 
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loudly and repeatedly proclaiming ** Earth 
for children, earth for children !** 

The cry was not long ; the afs, warned by a 
blow which it received from Oitbha, pafled 
through one ftreet ;and Xailoun, fitting aftrrde 
upon the paniers, advanced, bawling aloud, 
« earth for children.” This bufinefs went 
on pretty well for fome time ; but the found of 
the crie1”s voice foon began to fail ; fleep weigh- 
ed down his eye-lids, and the afs traverfed the 
ftreets as fhe had a mind. She came to: the 
brink of the river Euphrates, where fhe 
drank at her leifure as much as fhe pleafed ; 
after which, having left her colt in the ftable, 
fhe was led thither by infłinćt, and wifhed to 
enter the houfe with her load. "The door was 
too low, and Xailoun'*s head got a fevere 
ftroke on the lintel. "He was waked by the 
blow, which was heard in the houfe, and had 
almoft overturned him, and fell a crying 
« earth for children,”* with his nofe bleeding, 
and his-forehead forely bruifed. 

Oitbha faw her hufband return, and guefled 
what he had been about. While fhe wafhed 
bis nofe with falt and water, fhe could not 
help giving him fome blows. ** Idle rafcal, 
you ought to be driven forward by the laih 
like an afs. You fhall certainly change, or I 
will give you as many blows as will make 
you forgetall thatare paft. (Go to the baker, 

the 


ARABIAN TALES, 315 


the maker of paftry, the cook, or even the 
gardener; go and afk wórk from fome of your 
former mafters: any of them will take you 
back, blockhead that you are; but do not 
think of returning unlefs you bring fome 
provifions with you; I will give no reception 
to an idle fellow like you.” 

Xaiłoun was again put to the door to go in 
fearch of fortune. He thought, that laft time 
he had not been at a fuficient dilłance from 
the city to be heard by Grod, from whom he 
every day reqnefied a change. At a venture,. 
and without following the road, he went a. 
Httle into the country, and there met with a 
heap of ruins. The place appeared to have 
been once the abode of a-very powerful man. 

While he was amufing himfelf with look- 
at lts decayed.reimains;, he percelved a kar- 
douon littng mpon a heap of ftones thrown 
together at random ; and the animal feemed: 
to fix its attention on him. * Ah! good cou-- 
fin, are you there? I. thought you had ftayed 
in the city.” The little animal appeared to: 
anfwer with the ufual inclination of its head, 
« You recollećt me,” continued Xailoun 3: 
«« do you underfłand me? what prevents you- 
from fpeaking ?” 

The kardouon could make nothing but its 
ordinary fign. ** You exhauft my patience,” 


faid Xailoun ; * fpcak, or I will throw a fłone: 
D.d.3 at" 
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at you.” The kardouon feemed to provoke 
the booby by its naturał inclination of the 
head ; he threw a fłone at it, and forced it to 
take refuge under the heap. 

Xailoun was offended at the jeft ; he thought 
that the kardonon was filent only through 
malice ; and he tuppofed that he could catch 
jt in the place where it had crept, and force 
it to converfe with him. In a quarter of an 
hour the ftones were carried away, and the 
ground cleared. The kardouon had made 
its retreat by the back part of its ftrong hold, 
and Xailoun was diverted from the purfuit. 
by another objećt of curiofity which pre= 
fented itfelf to his view. When fearching 
for the kardouon, he difcovered a fquare fłone 
of black marble, to which a ring was fixed. 
He laid hold of it, and by an effort raifed the 
ftone, and difcovered a fłair leading to a fub- 
terraneous cave. * Ah!” faid he, * here's 
my coufin*s houfe ; I muft defcend and fee 
whether be is at home.” 

The light which the opening admitted into 
the fubterraneous abode, difcovered to him 
fjome urns which were placed near the entrance. 
*«« Here,” faid he, ** are probably the pots in- 
to which my confin puts his provifions,” 
He uncovered one of them, and drew out a 
handful of gold pieces. He came to the open- 
ing of the fubterraneous abode, to examine 

the 
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the objećt which he held in his hand; and 
paying no attention to the hardnefs or weight, 
and having never feen any of that coin before, 
he fuppofed that it was carrots cutinto flices, as 
he had feen his wife do in order to dry them 
in the fun, and imagined they belonged to his 
coufin, who: having retired Into the bottom of 
the cave, could not be difcovered on account 
of the darknefs. ** Well, coufin,” faid he, 
« come and fpeak to me,. or I will carry of 
your carrots to be food to our afs,” 

The kardouon. not having thought proper 
to make any reply, or to appear, Ńailoun 
began to confider how he fhould be able to 
carry away the carrots. He remembered, 
that being with his wife at. a neighbour's 
houfe, they had received fome prunes, and 
that his wife had filled the bottom of his tur- 
ban with them, having previoufly put leaves 
in it. He had perceived fome burdock leaves 
at the entrance to the fubterraneous cave : 
He went to gather them, lined the infide of 
his'cap with them, as he had obferved his 
wife do, and filled it with the fuppofed car- 
rots. 

After this ftep, which appeared to him 
very wife, he took farewell of his coufin, 
and returned to Bagdad. As he walked a- 
long, he wifhed to try to diminifh the repaft 
of the afs, were it only by one flice: but st 

feemed 
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feemed to him very hard. His coufin, fe 
thought, muft have very good teeth, if he 
could eat fuch food witliout boiling it; and 
he threw away the piece which he had gnaw- 
ed. Having at length arrived at his own 
houfe, Oitbha was furprized at his fudden re= 
turn. * Whence come you ?* fatd fhe ; 
„6 what do you bring in thefe leaves?” 
/* I have been vifitting my confin at his coune 
try houfe,” fajid Xailoun ; * he wonld not 
fpeak to me; I opened his door, entered his 
apartment, put my hand into his pot of pro-. 
vifions, and brought 'away. thefe carrots, 
which will make very good feeding for our 
afs: butthcy muft be boiled, for they are 
very hard.” During this difcourie, Oibha 
took the turban, and perceived that its contents. 





were gold. Her hufband, ihe was certain, could 
not have ftolen it aefignedly, for he did not 
know what it was ; but it was of importance 
to her to know where he had met with fuch 
a treafure. ** This 1s very well,” faid fhe,. 
as fhe locked up the gold, which was in. 
the turban, left any one fhould come in upon 
her by furprfe. She then, without giving 
Xailoun any trouble, got him to relate his 
hiftory, and difcovered that he had found a 

_ great treafure. | 
The place, which Xailoun pointed out, 
could only be about half a league diftant from 
Bagdad. 
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Bagdad. The day was not fo far advanced, 


but the remainder of it might be profitably 


employed ; and the cave being left open, 
might draw thither, from a motive of curioz 
fity, people much better informed than her 
hufband. Having inftantly taken her refolu= 
tion, fhe faddled her afs, put two wallets into 
the paniers, mounted Xailoun upon them, 
bought two loaves for him to eat by the way, 
and caufed him condućt her to his coufin's 
houfe. She found, as Xailoun had told her, 
the entrance of the fubterraneous cave open, 
and the urn, from which Xailoun had taken 
the gold, ftill uncovered. 'Ihe two wallets 
were brought, and, kaving filled them fo as 
to be a complete load for the afs, (he caufed 
Xailoun, who found them very heavy, carry 

them out of the cave. 
While Oitbha was employed in this bufi. 
nefs, KXailoun was calling aloud upon his 
coufin. This noife very much diftrefied his 
wife; but perceiving that there was no time 
to be loft, fhe at length came out of the cave, 
and loaded her afs. She then caufed Xailoun. 
replace the ftone which covered the opening, 
and put back all the rubbilh which he had 
removed. After this, fhe fet out on foot to 
her houfe, leading by the bridle the afs, 
who, as fhe carried a great load, advanced 

very flowly. 

Oitbha 
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Oitbha carefully locked up the bags of 
gold ; and as fhe was very prudent, fhe only 
employed the money, which fhe had taken 
out of the turban, to procure her, by little 
and little, an affuence which could excite no- 
body”s attention. lnftęad of compelling her 
hufband to go abroad as formerly, (he per- 
fuaded and even ordered him to remain in the 
koufe. She fed him well, and gave him new 
clothes; but as they were always of the fame 
ftuff, he did not yet think himfelf changed; 
an objeśt after which he eagerly afpired, that 
he might no longer be beaten nor fcolded. 

In the mean time, his wife wifhing to give 
him good entertainment, and having, as yet, 
got no flave, fent him to buy meat; rice, and 
"chickkpeafe. He had the value of each objećt 
in a feparate parcel. His commiflion, con- 
cerning the meat and the rice, was punćtual- 
ly fulflled ; but he forgot the chickpeafe, and 
brought back the money for them, along 
with the other provifions he had purchafed. 

« I told you to buy fome chickpeafe,” faid 
Oitbha; ** go back quickly, and do not for- 
get.” —'** Chickpeafe !'* replied Xailoun, 
and quickly promifed, for. the moment, 
not to forget them. But one of his com- 
rades meeting him, and oblerving that he 
was better drefłed, and liad a better appearance 
than formerly, wilhed to enjoy fome diver- 

fon 
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fion at his experice. ** Ok, ho! Xailoun,”* 
faid he; * yow are much better drefled now 


than when you were taken for an evil genie ; 


and you have become very plump amd fat, 


"fince you have given over living in fepul- 


chres, ”” ! d 

Xailoun „was greatly diftrefled, by being 
thus put in mind of the cruelłeft of all his 
misfortunes. 

«Although my wife did not teH me every 
day that I mufł be changed,” faid he to him= 
felf ; -** yet I would pray to be fo, -that 
I might no longer be "told that I was an 
afs, an ox, and an evil genie: but what am 
I going for? It is "MR 
rummaged his memory, but chickpeafe were 
not there to. be found. 

He once intended: not to. return home, that 
he might fave himfelf the fhame of again afk 
ing lis wife thole words which were fo dif- 
ficult to be remembered: but he wifhed to 
eat of the meat and rice, and he muft confe-. 
quently venture. When Oitbha faw him 
once more return with nothing in his hands, 
fhe had almoft loft her patience; but though 
fne had made a crime of his idlenefs, as far 
as was neceflary for keeping him aćtive, fhe 
could not make one of his imbecillity ** I want 


it is ——lt is 








chickpeafe ; doft thon underftand me? chick- 
,peafe! continually repeat chickpeafe, till 


2 you 
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you are at the market place ; and if you don't 
do as I defire you, you fhall have a dreadful 
beating when you return.” 

Xailoun was terrified at the threatening, 
and went away, continually repeating cbickh-- 
peafe,—cbickpeafe. He pafled by the corner 
ef a ftreet, where a merchant was felling 
pearls, and proclaiming his wares, by crying 
aloud, pearls zn the name of God*. The 
pearls were placed in a bex; and the virtuofi, 
who had drawn near, were handling them. 
This was a new objećt to Xailouo, and at- 
traćted his attention ; but he was at the fame 
time occupied in retaining his leflon ; and, as 
„he put his hand into the box, pronounced a- 
loud, Gbtckpeafe, chickpea/e +. 

The merchant, who believed that Xailoun 
played upon him, and depreciated his pearls, 
by wilhing to make them pafs for falfe ones, 
ftruck him a very fevere błow. ** Why do 
you ftrike me?” faid Xailoun. ** Becaufe you 
infult me,” anfwered the merchant; ** Do 
you think me capable of deceiving the pub- 
lic? * No,” faid Xailoun, * but I faid, 





And 


* In Arabic, Befim Alla lunos. All goods for fale are pro= 
claimed by this «ry, Be/fim Ma, in the name of God. 

t Chickpeafe are called in Arabic, chumme, and pearls, 
łunos. "The fimilarity of found in thefe two words, might 
eafily lead Kailoun, who was'not attentive to'the nice dźf- 
tindions of founds, into a miftakę, 
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And what muft I fay then?” * If you wił 
fay properly,” replied the. merchant, ** cry as 
I do, pearls in tbe nameof God.” * Yes,” [aid 
Xailoun, **1I believe that is juft what my 
wife bade me fay ;* and he went on his way; 
repeating in a low tone of voice, pearłs, zn tbe 
name of God. He pafled by the fhop of one 
from whom fome pearls had lately been ftolen. 
qdThis manner of crying them, which was not 
nearly fo loud as ufuał, appeared to the mera 
chant very fufpicious. ** The man who ftole 
any pearls,” faid he, * has probably recogni- 
fed me, and when he pafled by me, has lowa 
ered his voice in preclaiming the goods, of 


"which he wifhed to get quit.” Upon this 


flight fufpicion, he run after Xailoun, aud ftopa 
ed him, faying, * fhew me your pearls.” 


Xailoun was in great confufion, and the 
merchant fuppofed he had got tbe thief: He 


ferzed him very roughly by the collar, and 
forcibly pulled him back. The fuppofed 
feller of pearls was. furrounded, and the 
merchant at laft difcovered that it was a per= 
fet fimpleton whom he-had ftopped and abuf- 
ed. * Why,” faid he, ** do you cry that you 
fell pearls?” ** What fhould I fay then? anf. 
wered Xailoun. ** It is not true,” faid the 
merchant, not wifhing to liften to him, ** it 
is not true.” ** It is not true,” faid Xailoun, 
'« let me repeat then, żć zs mot true, that I may 
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not forget it ;” and as he went ón, he continued 
to repeat, as loud as he could, zż żs not true. 

His way led him towards a place where a 
man was felling machs *, who eried macbs zn 
żbe name of God. Xailouń, induced by curi- 
ofity, went with his mouth fullof the laft 
words he remembered, and put his hand like 
the reft into the fack, faying, ść is not true. 
"The fturdy villager gave Xailoun a blow 
which made him ftagger; ** It fuits you welł 
to come and give me the lie abónt my goods, 
when I fowed and reaped them myfelf.” 
« Me !”* faid Xailoun ; **1 did not give yov the 
lie ; Ionly endeavóured te fay what I ought to 
fay.” « Very well,” anfwered the countryman, 
<< you ought to fay as I do, machs, zn tbe name 
ef God.” 

That Xailoun might get back to his own 
houfe, and avoid any óther troublefome ad 
venture, he began to repeat this new cry. He 
came by chance to tlie banks of the Euphra- 
tes, where a fifherman' had been throwing his 
net for two hours, and at every interval chan- 
ged his płaće without getting a fingle filh. 
Xailoun, who was amufed with every thing, 
began to follow him ; and, that he might not 
forget it, continued to repeat, in tbe name of 

God, machs. 
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* Macbs are a kind of lentils, which are carried to mars 
ket only on certain days of the year, 
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All of a fudden, before Xailoun had the 
fmalleft fufpicion of any thing, the filherman 
made a pretence of fpreading out his net, in 
order to wring and dry it ; and having folded 
in his hand tbe rope to which it was fixed, 
took hold of the fimpleton, and ftruck him 
with redoubled blows,faying, * Abominable 
forcerer! won't you give over curfing my 
fifhing, in the name of God?” Xailoun made 
a ftruggle, and difengaged himfelf. * I a for= 
cerer!”* faid he weeping ; * here is certainly 
another.” ** If you are not,” faid the fifher= 
man, looking at him, * why do you bring 
bad luck by your words to every throw of my 
net? **'[ bring no bad luck: I was defired 
to fay what I faid.* The fi(herman then fup- 
pofed that fome of his enemies, who wifhed to. 
injure him without expofing themfelves, had 
prevailed upon the ideot he had now beaten, 
to come and curfe his filhing. ** I am forry, 
brother,” faid he to Xailoun, * for having 
beaten you ; but you was wrong to pronounce 
the words you uttered, for you thereby 
brought bad luck to one who never did you 
any harm.” **[I did not intend to bring you. 
bad luck,” faid Xailoun ; * I only aimed at 
the words which my wife bid me pronounce.” 
« Do you know them?” « Yes, I know 
them.” -* Płace ygurielf by my fide; and 

Lea when. 


328 ARABIAN TALES, 


when I throw the net, fay, zn tbe name of God, 
zafłead of one, fevem of tbe greatefi and mofł 
powerful.” —* I believe it was not fo long as. 
that. ”—'* Yes, it was as. long ; but you muft 
not want a fingle word of it, and I will give 
you fome of them to take home : but remem- 
ber you muft.not want a fingle word.” The 
filherman again repeated, fay zm tbe name of 
God, iwyłead of one, feven of tbe greatefi and. 
rofł powerful. | 
That he might not forget, Xailoun repeat- 
ed it.very loud; but as he was afraid of the 
cord, whenever he faw the fifherman bufy 
jn drawing his net, he run away as faft 
as he could, and continued, to repeat, zm 
| gbe name of God, znflead of one, feven of tbe 
greateą and mofł powerful. Thefe words he 
pronounced in the middle of a crowd of peo- 
ple ; for there was fomething, he knew -not 
what, in a crowd, by which Xailoun was al- 
ways irrefiftibly attracted, He was not far 
from a hearfe, wherein a Cadi was carried to. 
the grave ; and the Mollahs who accompanied 
the bady were offended at the horrible impre- 
cation which they heard, ** Wretch!” faid 
they, ** how dareft thou difturb this awful 
ceremony, by coming here to devote aloud to 
death the greateft people in Bagdad? Is it not 
enough that the grim tyrant has aimed his 
dart 
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dart at the unfortunate man whom we are now 
carrying to the grave ?” 
- Xailoun was a good muffulman, and brought 
up in great refpećt for the Mollahs. The air 
and tone of voice with which this reproach 
was delivered, made a deeper impreflion upon: 
him than the błows of the cord. He went 
away, trembling and exclaiming, *O my 
God ! what then ought I tofay?* An old 
flave who followed in the train of the funeral,. 
pulled him by the fleeve, and faid to him, you: 
ought to fay, ** May God bpreferve bis body, 
and fave bis foul?” * Alas! why was not I 
told this?” faid Xailoun, and went on re«- 
peating it, till he came into a ftreet, where: 
the paflage was interrupted by a dead afs 
carried upon a cart. He followed it, cry- 
ing aloud, ** May God: preferue bis body,. 
and fave bas foul.” Upoń hearing this, the 
people who were collećted around the cart, . 
exclaimed, ** Ah ! how the wretch blafphemes !: 
Ah ! the infidel dog !'* and every one endea- 
voured to ftrike him with their fifts or fticks. 
Xailoun-leaped: over one of the cart-wheełsy. 
and efoaped as faft as he could. ** Unfortu- 
nate Xailoun !” faid he to himfelf, all in tears, . 
* thou haft now undergone a wor(e change, 
than when-thou waft transformed into an afs,. 
a fcullion, an ox, or an evil genie: thou art 
now a forcerer, and what is worfe, an infidel !?7' 
A E. e 3, He. 
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He continued to weep, not daring to return: 
, home for fear of a beating ; for he had entire- 
ly forgotten the words which his wife had de- 
fired him to fay, and having nothing to carry 
home, he was perfećtly at a lofs what courfe 
to purfue. 

In this ftate of perplexity, he came acci- 
dentally to Oitbha*s mother's houfe, where 
a great concourfe of people were afflembled: 
round one of his wife's fifters, who lay fick. 
E xcept in the ftreets, Xailoun made his appear 
ance every where, with the greateft timidi-. 
ty; and when he faw a numerous company. 
had not courage to go into the houfe, but re- 
mained without the door, allowing his face to- 
be feen. 

« Ttis Xaileoun,” faid his mother-in-law ;. 
and then-addrefled him. ** What want you, 
Xailoun? a piece of goat's flefh ?? * No. — 
<< Some rice??? No, ”—** Something to drink ?** 
« No.” .AJlthe company in their turns afk- 
ed him if he wanted this or that, and went 
_ over the whole catalogue of what 1s eaten or 
drunk : the fimpleton's anfwer was always, 
no. * Ah!” faid the fick perfon, ** I know 
what he afks; it 1s chickpeafe.” At hear- 
ing thefe words, M©ailoun was tranfported with 
joy, hurried into the apartment, and, advan- 
cing towards the fofa on. which his fifter-in= 
baw was half fitting up, to teftify his grati- 
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tude, feized her by both the arms with fuch 
force, that partly through. furprife, and partly 
through parn, fhe fainted. 

While they were employed in bringing af- 
fiftance to the fick perfon, Xailoun's mother- 
in-law thus addrefled him: * Blockhead of a 
fellow! Horfe that you are! what brought 
you here, to come and kill my daughter ? 
Chick peafe ? Do I fell chickpeafe +? * Chick- 
peafe,”” faid Xailoun, quite aftoni(hed to hear 
himfelf called a horfe: he had been an afs, 
but he had never yet been a horfe. ** What 
mean you by chickpeafe ?** ** Ghickpeafe ! my. 
wife tołd me chickpeafe.” He fłill had in 
his hand the fmall parcel of money which was, 
defigned for paying them, and which he had. 
carefully kept amid all the troublefome ad- 
ventures in which he had been engaged. 

Xailoun's mother-in-law underftood from 
this, that her daughter had fent her ideot of a 
hufband to make this purchafe. She fhewed. 
Xailoun a merchant's fhop oppofite to.her door, 
and bade him go into it, and afk for chick- 
peafe. Ihe merchant took the money, and 
delivered the chickpeale to Xailoun, who run 
home in triumph, ftill repeating chickpeafe, 
till he had laid upon the table the provifion 
he had brought. His having forgotten thefe 
two words had coft him fo dear, that he was 
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refolved to have them on his tongue for the 
remainder of his lite. 

Oitbha did not think of boiling the chick- 
peafe, but endeavoured to learn from Xailoun 
what had become of him the whole day. He 
gave a confufed account of his adventures, and 
in particular compłained bitterły of having 
been taken for a forcerer, and an infidel, while 
be was only feeking for chickpeale. The 
only thing plain in his account was, that one: 
of bis wife's filters was fick, and that he had. 
been at her mother's houfe.. Oitbha lament 
ed that it was not in her power tnmediately- 
to put her hufband out of the reach of fo ma- 
ny ridiculous adventures ; but in hopes that 
(he would be able to employ the riches fhe 
had obtained, to bring about the accomplifh- 
ment of this objećt, fhe determined to beat 
them for fome time, and to preferve him as 
much as pofłibłe from new aecidents. 

Next day Oitbha prepared to go to fee her 
fck fifter. She gave fuck to her child, and 
defired Xailoun to rock it, 1f it awaked and: 
cried: if the afs was thirfty, he was to give it 
drink ; and he was to take care to feed a hen 
which was hatching. ** Shut yourfelf clofely 
up in the houfe,” faid fhe: ** you may. fall: 
afleep, and we would be robbed.* Having 
thus inftrućted him in the befi manner fhe 

could, 
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could, and left him a plentiful breakfaft, fhe 
fet out. 

Xailoun fulfilled this firft part of his duty, 
in fuch a manner as would admit of no cen- 
fure; after which he fell afleep. The child 
awaked, and cried ; Xailoun rocked him, and 
thus far every thing. went on to admiration. 
As he had nothing bótter to do, he be- 
gan to employ his attention on the objects 
around him. He obferved the hen very un- 
eafy, and continually fcratching her head 
with her claw. ** This poor animal muft be 
plagued with vermin,” faid Xailoun. * I have. 
a great number of them myfelf ; and as my 
wife combs me every day, it would certainly 
be right in me to comb the hen.” 

He arofe, took up thę hen and comb, and 
attempted to catch the little infećts which 
he faw ; but the hen ftruggled, and her head 
flipped away from under the comb. He then 
thought that it would be much eafier for him 
to kill thefe troublefome guefts with a large 
pin; and as he did not go very lightly to 
work, he plunged it into the brain, and 
killed the hen. Xailoun was in the greateft 
confternation to behold the murder which he 
had committed ; but he was ftill more grieved 
to find-that the eggs were beginning to grow 
cold. To complete his diftrefs, the.afs fell a- 
' hraying. * I have no time at prefent,” faid. 
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he, te draw water; when I am on your bąck 
you can carry me fłraight to the river; you 
muft therefore go now without me.” He 
opened the door, fhut it when fhe had gone 
out; and the afs and her colt were trotting 
in the ftreets of Bagdad. 


After this ftep, our hero brought near to 


tbe child*s crądle the large earthen veflel 
whereon the hen's eggs were placed, and fat 
down upon them. It was poflible to do fa 
without crulhing them ; but an equilibriuma 
muft be preferved. The child awoke, and 
Xailoun continued to rock him without al. 
tering his pofitlon. He again awoke, and 
the fame remedy was employed; but every 
effort to lull him afleep was in vain, for hun- 
ger made him cry, and it could not be ap- 
peafed. Xailoun, who was a good man at 
bottom, knew no torment equal to that of 
hunger. * Poor child,” faid he, ** you fhall 
certainly die if you receive no milk: your 
mother has not returned; but I ought to 
have milk ; I have breafts as well as (he. He 
then put afide his garment, took the child, 
and fłill covering the eggs, laid him on his 
bofom as a nurfe wonld have done, but fo 
as wholly to cover him with his beard. 

The child was decelived, gave over crying, 
and applied his lips to the fłeriłe breaft 
which was offered him.  Kailoun, greatly de- 
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lighted, rocked lim in his arms as he had 
feen his wife do: he attempted alfo to fing ; 
and then faid to himfelf: * My wife wifhes 
to fee me changed ; fhe wilł be greatly afton- 
ifhed to find me changed into a hen and 4 
nurfe.”” 

In the mean time, the chiłd not finding 
what infłinćt prompted him to feek, became 
fretful, and cried without intermiflion. Xaia 
loun's diftrefs mcreafed, and foon came to 
a height. His wife knocked at the door, and 


was already in very bad humour. She had 


there found the afs and her colt, and fuppofed 
that Xailoan had been guilty of fomething 
worfe than negligence in the execution of his 
commiffion. She commanded him to open the 
door. *' I cannot,” anfwered her hufband. Oita 
bha heard the cries ofher infant, and exclaim= 
ed, * Will you open you ftupid booby ?” I can- 
not,” anfwered Mailoun ; * I am hatching 
eggs, and I am nurfing.* Oitbha, who had a 
fufficient fhare of vigour, took up a fłone, 
burft the lock with a fingle blow, and beheld 
her hufband in his ridicułous pofłure. But 
however much exafperated, the duty of a mos 
ther took place of every thing elfe ; fhe took 
the child from him, and put it to her own 
breaft ; then caft an enraged look at Xai- 


doun, and the objećts around him. . * Who 
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killed that hen ?*—** It was I, when I was 
combing her.” —* We are the BS 
«« They are under me.” 

At thefe new marks of his ftupidity, Oit= 


bha loft all patience, and gave him a blow with 


the hand which was difengaged. ** Rife from 
that place, you fimpleton,” faid fhe; ** if any 
of our neighbours had come in along with 
me, wbst would they have faid? you are al-- 
ready a fubjećt of converfation to the whole 
town.” 

Although the blow was not very heavy, it 
. made Xailoun lofe his balance, and crufh the 
eggs which were beneath him. As foon as 
he perceived it, fearing left he fhould receive 
another blow, he leaned to one fide, and refted 
hiselbow on the ground, ready to burft into 
tears like a child. ** Arife, you beaft,”” faid 
the wife with a threatening tone. Xailoun 
obeyed, and turned about in fuch a manner, 
that OQitbha could not avoid feeing this new 
achievement of her hufband. 


O:itbha regretted neither the hen nor the | 


eggs ; but fhe was very anxious to know how 
fhe could make her hufband lefs ftupid, or at 
leaft make him appear fo. The firft great 
objećł was to keep him in the houfe. He 
was her kufband, and the father of her chil- 
dren ; by his means fhe had acquired a fore 
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tune, which without his afhftance fhe could 


never have gained : there were, in fhort, ma- 
ny reafons why fhe fhould take care of him, 
and endeavour to fave him from thofe affronts 


to which he was continually expofed by 


his curiofity and fimplicity. She did every 
thing in her power to keep him near herfelf, 
gave him excellent nourifhment, and employed 
flattery and threatening by turns, to prevent 
him from indulgins his fauntering difpofition: 
but fhe ftruggled againft an inclination which 
was not to be fubdued. 

When Xailoun ceafed to be watched, being 
wholly occupied with the thoughts of his 
change, he went out im queft of the means of 
its accomplifhment. File muft accuftom him- 
felf to hear the fame difcourfe repeated. * I 
have befought God to change me, but he has 
not heard me, either within Bagdad or with- 
out it. Perhaps it is my fault, -and not his; 
I have been always told that a Muffulman 
muft turn his face towards the fouth, when 
he prays to him. He is in the fouth then; 
thither I mu!ł go to fcek him, and I will cer- 
tainly be heard.” | 

W hile thefe refiećtions pafl:d in his mind, 
he was at a conłiderable diftance from the ci- 
ty, ftill direćting his fteps towards his new 
mark. He foon perceived a foreft at fome 
diftance, and faid to himfelf, * I mufł go and 
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fee this large garden ; I will tliere have it in 
my power to eat as much fruit as I have a- 
mind ; it is much larger than the one I was 
in, and it will be much better ftored : by 
eating a larger quantity, I will certainly be 
changed ; for in fhort, though I am-hot an 
afs, yet I am flefh and blood.”  Xailoun's ge- 
nius could carry him no farther: upon enter- 
ing the foreit, be was afloniibed at the tallnefs 
of the trees, and his being able to perceive no 
fruit. | | 

As he advanced into the wood, ke heard 
fome noile ; and according to his cuftom, ran 
up to the place whence it came. He now 
fell into the midft of a band of robbers, who 
were dividing fome fpoil they had lately 
made. 'Thefe villains immediately furround- 
ed him, and began to deliberate whether they 
fhould cut off his head and feet. *O my 
God,” exclaimed KXailoun, * would you have 
rane changed intoa dead man?” 

Bcfore a blow was ftruck, one of the rob- 
bers who was on horfeback, informed his 
companions, that f(ome horfemen were obferv- 
cd at the entrance of the wood. The robbers 
left Xailoun and the plunder behind, mounted 
their horfes, and endeavoured to efcape as well 
as they conid. The terror of the fimpleton 
was gone, and had given place to curiofity. 
He was amufing hipifelf with untieing the 
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bundles, to obferve what was within, when he 
was furrounded by a party of the horfemen 
fent in purfuit of the robbers; they took him 
for one of the number, tied his hands, and re- 
.proaching him with abufive language, con- 
dućted him to Bagdad to be put in prifon. 

He now faw himfelf delivered to the hands 
of the jailor, as one of thofe robbers who had 
ftruck an important blow ; and the horf(emen 
declared, that he would foon have his compa- 
'nions along with him. * Kun to the fouth,” 
faid Xailoun to himfelf, ** to be changed in- 
to a robber ! Moft afluredly, though I have 
been told fo, God is not there: but I was 
not long an afs, an ox, or an evil genie, and I 
hope I will not long continue a robber either.” 

While he uttered this reflećtion in the dun- 
geon, he roufed the attention and curiofity of 
a companion, whom guilt, rather than mif- 
fortune, had brought into the fame place. 
Fetah was the name of this prifoner, a vety 
famous and formidable robber, who had been 
apprehended the day before in committing a 
moft daring robbery. Fetah had been tried 
long ago; but when feized by juftice, he had 
always found means to efcape; and when. 
Xailoun arrived, he was devifing fome new 
expedient to extricate himfelf from trouble. 

Fetah examined his companion in difgrace, 
by the glimmering of a lamp, which ferved 
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to give them light, and addreffed him te: 
afk the rcafons of his imprifonment. Xai- 
Jloun, who wanted ncthing but an opportu-. 
nity of fpeaking, told him, that, having been. 
at the fouth to pray to Grod for a change, that 
his wife might not beat him, nor prevent 
him from going abroad, he had fuddenly been. 
changed into a robber. 

Fetah conceived a good omen. from this. 
firft explanation. He percelved that his come 
panion was a fimpleton, to whofe ideas it was. 
neceflary to accommodate onefelf, in order to 
lead him into a fnare. Before they were an. 
hour together, Fetah perfectly knew who. 
Xailoun was; what he had done, or thought, 
in his whole life ; and from the fimpleton's. 
rage for undergoing a total change, the vil. 
lain formed the defign of immediately trans=. 
forming himfelf, fo as to make his efcape. 

Fetah, to difguife himfelf, in cafe he fhould: 
be apprchended in committing his late rob-. 
bery, had blackened his beard and hair, and. 
thickened his eyebrows, which were natural. 
ly very fair. Ńailoun's were of the fame 
complexion. In blackening his beard and 
hair, he had not fpared his fkin, and bore a 
greater refemblance to a negroe than an Arab.,. 
The natural complexion of his face was like 
that of Xailoun, ruddy and fangulne. By 
walhing himfelf wel!, blackening Xailoun, 

and 
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and prevailing with him to exchange drefles, 
the transformation would foon be completed. 
«« Brother, faid he to Xailoun, ** you were 
wrong in going to the fouth to fee God: his 
temple extends throughout all ifpace. With 
refpećt to me, if I wifhed to make a change 
with you, and you agreed to it, by praying 
here to (God, with very little trouble, it 
would inftantly be accomplifhed : You would 
no longer be yourfelf; you would be me. 
Dee then if you would be taken for a robber, 
and 1f your wife durfł beat you.” 

« You are very black,” faid Xailoun ; * I 
had a face very much refembling that, when I 
was changed into a fcullion ; and yet my wife 
beat me as much as before. ?”—'* That colour 
does not pleafe you then? —** No,” faid 
Xailoun.”—Y ou fhall fee,”* faid Fetah, *' that 
it is very eafy to get another: There is no= 
thing to do but to pray earneftily. Let us 
turn our backs: You are to feek God in the 
fouth, and I will feek him in the north; we 
will find him every where. Let us both afk. 
aloud to be changed, and I will inform yOw 
when it is done, 

Xailoun obeyed very willingly.  Fetah 
fteeped a handkerchief in his water velfiel,. 
and, with great dexterity, took off all the 
CZP which difguifed his hair, beard, and. 
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complexion. By the fmoke of the ląmp, he: 
blackened a pewter veflel, wherein his food 
had been brought, and bedaubed his hands. 
He immediately turned about, and faid to: 
Xailoun, ** Look at me; don't you find me: 
greatly changed ?** Xailoun remained ia the: 
utmoft aftonifhment; for the villain Fetah. 
fad a very fine figure. ** What,” faid the - 
fimpleton ; ** fhall I be changed as you have: 
been ?” « Yes,” faid Fetah ; ** provided 
you will allow me to delineate my features. 
upon your face. Xailoun agreed to this con-. 
dition ; and, in a very fhort time, Fetah. 
made him blacker than he had been himfelf.. 
««'This is not all,” faid he; ** we muft alfo. 
change our clothes, and, you fee, mine are: 
- perfectly new.” | 

Xailoun was now transformed ; and Fetah- 
wifhed to give him a proof, that in every 
refpećt he was a great gainer Wy the change. 
<< You fhall now fee,” faid he, ** how you will 
be ferved in this place. I hear the door open; 
the turnkey is coming ; give him this piece 
of money, and. fay to him, with a firm tone 
of volce, ** get me fome pilau, and a fhoulder 
of mutton for dinner.” 

Xailoun, who was accuftomed to repeat 
what he was told, gave the piece, without 
looking at it, and delivered the order to the: 
turnkey, The turnkey went up to the lamp, 
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and faw that the piece he had received was 
gold. He faluted Xailoun, from refpect to. 
his money, -and went to execute the commif- 
fion. | 

While Xailoun enjoyed the fatisfaćtion of 
being changed, f6 as to command refpećt, and 
Fetah the hope of efcaping by his- cunning, 
both met with a fate the very reverfe of what 
was intended for them. The Caliph, informa 
ed that the famous: Fetah had been appre- 
hended, ordered him to be condućted without 
the city, and there undergo, with the greateft 
rigour, the punifhment to which he was alrea- 
dy fentenced.. A party of the robbers, among 
whom Xailoun had thruft himfelf,. had been 
taken and examined. Being afked who 
that man was, they unanimoufly declared 
that he was an ideot, whom they were amuf. 
ing themfelves with terrifying; and it was 
decided that he fhould be fet at liberty, 

A judge came to the prifon, and ordered 
the fimpleton to be brought before him ; the 
tarnkey came, and ftriking Fetah on the fhoul. 
der, faid to him, ** Come, walk forward, 
fimpleton; you are going to give your account.” 
Fetah obeyed, ** Leave this place,”* faid the 
judge; ** go to your own houfe; and, if 
it is in your power, be not fo foolilh for the 
time to come.” 

*©. Lat 
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« [et Fetah be brought forth,” faid tlze 
. judge: the turnkey came to Xailoun. * Sir, 
you have no time to finifk your fhoulder of 
mutton ; the judge calls for you: it is not 
worth while to give you back your change. 
If you have any other pieće like*the former, 
you may give it to me; your bufinefs will 
foon be over, and in a fhort time you will fłand 
in need of nothing.” 

X ailoun liftened to the turnkey with a fillyy 
ftupid air, and remained fully convinced that 
he had undergone a total change. He faw 
his companion treated as a fimpleton, but he 
himfelf was fpoken to in quite a different 
language. He was moreover afiured, and he 
fully believed, that very foon he would want 
nothing: he did not, however, make the 
fmalleft motion. * Go on,” faid the turnkey, 
«« you muft not give us the trouble of drag- 
ging you. from hence by force; believe me, 
walk out with a good grace.”* ** I don't 
mean to give you any trouble,” replied Xai- 
loun ; * I will go.” . The turnkey looked at 
him, and faid, ** Follow me.” Poor KXailoun 
obeyed like a childy and was conducted Into 
the chamber of juftice, where the judge thus 
addrefied him.: $* Fetah, this is your fentence; 
liften to the reading of it.” The clerk im- 
mediately read a lift of crimes of which the 
criminal was convićted, and for which he was 

condemned 
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eondemned to be hanged at the ordinary place . 
of execution, without the city of Bagdad. 
« Who did all that?” faid Xailoun ; * is it 
not written on that paper that I am changed ? 
I am changed however, look you.” The judge, 
who knew not the robber's perfon, fuppofed 


that Fetah was aćting the ideot, in order to 


fcreen himfelf from punifhmćnt; and, without 
any regard to his difcourfe, ordered them to 
proceed towards the place of execution. 
Oitbha had been Very uneafy fince her hufz 
band difappeared ; and fhe had revolved in her 
mind all the different kinds of accidents which 
might befal a man of his character. That he 
had gone from Bagdad, fhe never once fufpećt- 
ed ; but fhe thought that he might have been 
drowned in the Euphrates, or have expofed 
bimfelf to fome fquabble, been wounded, and 
carried to an hofpital. She had already run 


through the whole city to get Information con- 


cerning him. She at length arrived at the 
prifon, and was there told that a fimpleton had 


lately been dilmifled. Upon going back to her 


houfe, Ńailoun was not there ; and fhe return= 
ed to the prifoń ftill more ałarmed than ever.. 
A villain, well known throughout Bagdad, . 
Fetah to wit, as fhe bad been told, was com- 
ing out to be led away to punifhment. He. 
walked with his head uncovered, but ftull it 
wąs impoflble for her to recognile him. The 
| blą ck 
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black colour which had been given to his hair, 
his face, and his beard, concealed the perfon 
who was carried away ; and his drefs com- 
pleted the difguife. But there was in his 
attitude and manner of walking, and in his fil- 
ly way of ftopping to look about him, fome- 
thing which recalled Xailoun to her mind eve- 
ry moment; and fhe could not help following 
the cavalcade. JA new event foon put the 
matter beyond all doubt. 

As they were coming out of Bagdad, Xai- 
loun obferved a kardouon fitting within reach 
of him upon a heap of ftones, and ftopped 
fhort: ** Ah! good day, coufin!” faid he ; he 
was urged to go on, but he aniwered « that he 
wifhed to fpeak with his coufin, to learn if he 
thonght him greatly changed.” The judge 
and the guard were aftonifhed at this inftance 
of ftupidity, eithet $eal or pretended ; and at 
that moment Oitbha having lifted up her veil 
fell at the judge's feet, ** Sir,” faid fhe, 
<< this is not that Fetah whom they feek for : 
this is an innocent creature who never did 
harm to any body; he is my poor hufband, 
the fimple Xailoun, who, out of his extreme 
fimplicity, has allowed fome perfon, I know 
not whom, to disfigure him in this manner: 
Let me make him clean, and we will here find 
fome by whom he will be recognifed.” 

| « Come 
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t« Come, unfortunate wretch,” fad Oitbha 
to Xailoun, with that tone of authority which 
fhe well knew how to aflume, ** where have 
you been to have got .into this fituation.” 
<« |he man who was along with me has chan- 
ged me.” * Are not you afhamed, after all 


"your ridiculous transformations, to have al- 


lowed yourfelf to be changed into a robber 
and a villain, and thus run the danger of be- 


*1ng put to death?” 


 Xailoun made no reply, but allowed his 
wife to wipe off with a handkerchief the black 
which covered his face and hair. Some chil- 
dren who dwelt near the prifon, fell a crying 
that it was the evil genie wko eat the dead bo- 
dies ; and in the mean time, one of the horfe- 
men came up to the judge, and aflured him 
that it was not Fetah the robber. * I arreft- 
ed him, Sir, had him three days in my cufło» 
dy, and fhould certainly know him. This 
man is the very ideot whom we met with 
fome days ago in the wood, and whom you 
ordered to be fet at liberty: Fetah muft have 

had the addrefs to put himfelf in his place.” 
The judge was convinced, by fo many con- 
curring circumfłances, but could only delay 
the execution of the fentence, till he had given 
an account to his fuperiors, and to the (a- 
liph, of what had happened ; and confequently 
recommitted Xailoun to prifon. Oitbha ac- 
companied 
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companied him, and procured for him new 
and fuitable clothes, that he might lay afide 
thofe by which he had been expofed to fo 
great difgrace, and to the danger of lofing his 
head. She paid the jailor very liberally be- 
fore-hand, for the care which fhe begged him 
to take of Xailoun, till the order for fetting 

"him at liberty fhould arrive ; and the people 
connećted with the prifon obferved, that he 
was a very fortunate fimpleton. 

With refpect to, Xailoun, a change of dref$ 
would have been agreęable to him in any 0= 
ther fituation ; but fince he was difcovered by 
his wife, and expofed to threats and blows, 
there was no transformation which could give 
him any pleafure. The order for liberating 
him at length arrived: QOitbha carried him 
away with her; and we may well fuppofe 
that fhe did not treat him in the gentleft man- 
ner, either by the way, or in the houfe. To 
prevent him from going in queft of new ad- 
ventures; fear mulł be employed to overawe 
him ; but it was impoflible to change his 
fauntering difpofition, or lead his 1deas be- 
yond the beaten traćt in which they were ac- 
cuftomed to move. He muft of neceflity be 
changed, that he might be fafe from being 
fcolded, abufed, or confined to the houfe. I his 
muft be the work of God; and hitherto he 
had fought him in vain. * God,” faid Xai- 
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loun, ** cannot be of an inferior ftation to a. 
Vifier ; the Vifier*s palace is juft befide us, 
and people go to him and fpeak to him: [I 
will go to God's palace, and fpeak to him.” 

One day he found an opportunity of efcąp= 
ing; and, having afked at every body for God's 
palace, was conducted to a mofque. * Itis 
mot this I mean,” faid he; ** this is the place 
where prayers are addrefled to Mahomet for 
mufiułmen ;* and he continued to afk till he 
was In the environs of the Caliph's pałace, 
An ufher of the court heard him; and contri- 
ved to draw from him an explanation of the 
favour which he wifhed to obtain. When he 
was informed of Xailoun"s character and views, 
he thought that he might afford the Caliph 
fome amufement, * Gome,” faid he, *I 
will condućt you whither you wilh to go. * 
« And fhall I fpeak to God? faid the poor 
fimpleton. * Yes, you fhall fpeak to him; 
you fhall fee him face to face.” So faylng, 
he conducted Xailoun into the palace, defired 
him to fit down, and ordered him to wait till 
he fhould return. 

Although Xailoun was only in the outer 
part of the palace, and in the apartment of an 
inferior ofłicer, he thought every thing very 
fine: but when the ufher conducted him 
through the court and apartments which led ta 
the Divan, he could not give over ćxclaiming; 

VoL. I, G g « Ah! 
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« Ah! how fine this palace of God is!” 
When he faw the Caliph upon his throne, he 
was quite dazzled with his grandeur. The 
ufher took him by the arm, and led him for- 
ward ; * There he is,” faid he ; ** profłrate 
yourfelf, and fpeak to his highnefs.* ** What 
fhall I fay?” replied Xailoun quite confound- 
ed. ** You may pray for a change, and explain 
to him your reafons.” 

Xailoun's fpeech fhall not be related : He 
was in fuch aftonifhment and confufion, that 
he did not difplay even his ordinary fhare of 
underfłanding. His wife, his houfe, his 
ftreet, the blows with the ftick, his transfor- 
mation into a fcullion, an afs, an ox, an evil 
genie, a forcerer, a nurfe, a hen, and a rob» 
ber about to be hanged, were all confufedly 
jumbled together in his relation; for the 
ufher took care to lead him on from one de= 
tail to another. He concluded, with faying ; 
« My God, fince you now hear me, change me, 
I befeech you, once for all: but change me, fo 
that I fball be unknown to my wife, and even 
to myfelf; change me better than you have 
changed our afs; for fhe ftill receives blows. 

Haroun Alrafchid, and all the people of 
his court, could fcarcely fuppzefs their laugh- 
_ ter: but the CGaliph reftrained himfelf, and 
ordered the ufher to condućt Xailoun into ana 
other apartment, where he fhould inftantly 

be 
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be changed. If he had not been at a difłance 
from the Caliph, he would have thrown him- 
felf upon his feet, to kifs them, and erufhed 
them with his weight; but luckily he was 


without the railing. The eunuchs conducted 


him into an apartment, where a plentiful re- 
pafł was ferved up. He was a ftranger to 
the difhes ; but their novelty attraćted his 
fancy, and made them ftill more agreeable. He 
found every thing good, and indulged his apa 
petite, believing more firmly than ever, that 
man can be changed only by nourifhment, 
fince, in the palace where he now was, God 
- himfelf employed no other means. Exqui- 
fite wines were added to the good entertain- 
ment: and though Xailoun knew not what 
they were, he yielded to the pleafure of 
drinking them. They were mixed with a 
ftrongly narcotic liquor, of which he imme- 
diately felt the effećt ; and before he was able 
to rife from the table, fell into a very deep 
fleep. 

The flaves only waited for this opportu= 
nity to take pofleffion of him. He was wafh- 
ed, rubbed, and cleaned from lead to foot. 
An old fłave, who was deeply fkilled in the 
art of preparing pomatums, paint, and every 
thing relating to the toilet, was brought from 
the feraglio. By the ballams, which fhe 
- eompofed, fhe could give frefhnefs and beau- 
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ty even to the head of a dead perfon. Kai. 


loun pafled through her hands, and came 
from them as fair and frefh as a rofe, and 
with a fmooth down upon his fkin. 


Fair and beautiful locks, negligently tied 


with a buckle, fupplied the place of his own 
red and briftly hair. What was left on his 
eyebrows formed an arch, which was imme- 


diately dyed of the fame colour with the- 


locks. de was drefled in a warftcoat of a- 
zure blue, a little floped before, to fhew his 
neck and bofom, the whitenefs of which was 
fet off by an artful imitation of the veins. 


AA diamond ftar fparkled. on his breaft, and. 


was joined by the pearls, which. hung from 


his delicate neck, His legs were adorned. 
with bufkins of uncommon richnefs and grane. 


deur. He was girt about with a magnificent 
fcarf; and a piece of gauze fpangled with fil- 


ver, and gracefully railed upon his fide by a 


clafp of rubies, flowed upon his. fhoulders. 


Wings would have been added; but this. 
would have embarrafled his motions; and of. 


thefe they wilhed to lofe nothing. 


When the fat and fluggifh Xailoun was. 
completely transformed by the old flave into. 
an angel, he was carried into a magnificent. 


ball, and placed upon a very rich iofa, under 


ą grand canopy. our glailes oppofite to one. 
another rcilected and multiplied his figure, 


"There 
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There, and in fuch a drefs, did he awake from - 
fteep. 

Ihe fame night, the feftivał of the flowers 
* was to be celebrated within the palace ; 
and, agreeable to the. whim of the Caliph, 
Xailoun”s transformation added to the gaiety 


' of the feaft. The eunuchs were to wait till 
they obferved the fymptoms of the fleepy 


drugs ceafing to operate, before they fhould 
give the fignal to muficians, who were placed: 


above in a gallery, hid by a covering of 


gauze. The Caliph himfelf was there, in or- 
der to enjoy the fight of theawakening, which: 
the mufic was to effećtuate. 

Night was come, and Kailoun was ftill a« 
fleep. The art employed to lull him afleep,. 
was aflifted by a very happy natural conftitu- 
tion. Heat length began to ftir, and ftretch. 
himfelf. The mufic was at firft very foft ;. 
but it was foon rendered more loud and pierc- 
ing, by the found of warlike inftruments; 
and Xailoun was at length completely awaked, 
The place where he was, was lighted by two 
hundred tapers : He looked before him, and (aw 
an angelin the mirror: He turned about, and. 
the glafs behind the fofa prefented another: 
He looked to one fide, and then to another, fti!l 

Gg3z angels, 

* Atthis feftival, a mirror and two wax tapers are plac= 
edbefore every flower in the garden. Itis very brilliant, 
and. happens always at the return-of Spring, 
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angels. He at length caft his eyes upon his 
hands, his feet, and his body, and was daz: 
zled with every thing he faw. He did not 
fpeak, but uttered cries: he-ran through the 
- hall 3; went up to all the glafles in fucceflion ; 
came fo near them as to touch them with his 
nofe ; and thought that angels approached;, 
and kified him. * Oh, Oh!” exclaimed he ; 
for fo great was his aftonifhment, that he 
could fay nothing elfe. At length he feemed 
to recover the ufe of his ferifes. * I fee 
all this very well,” faid he; * but where am 
1: what is become of Xailoun !—O Xailoun ! 
Xailoun ! are you come then to fee all this; 
in order to tell it to my wife? Then run- 
uning to the mirror: * Tell me, I pray you; 
you who are fo beautiful, where is this poor 
Xailoun? know, that however beautiful I 
am, I fhall weep'.if I don't fee this poor Xai- 
loun.”*—* Hold there,” faid a foft and niufi- 
cal voice from the top of the gallery ; * feek 
no longer for that Xailoun with whom thou 
wert acquainted, and whom his wife beat fo 
tregquently ; thou art Xailoun ; thou didft afk 
for a change, and behold it is accomplifha 

eq.” | 
* And who are thefe beautiful youths 24 
round the hall, who come to me when I go 
to them ; who kifs me, and whofe nofevis fo 
| | cold; 
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eold ; who fpeak, and yet I cannot hear what 
they fay ?* 

« Thefe are pićtures of thyfelf, appearing 
in the glafs: did you never look at yourfelf 
in a glafs ??*—* O yes! but I never faw 
more than one pićłure; now I fee fome atthe 
very bottom of the glafs, and others, with 
their backs turned to me.” 

« They are only your pictures, however.” 


_—* Very well, do you, who now fpeak to 


me, defire God, who is fo rich, to give me 
all thefe pićtures, that I may carry them 
home to my wife.” 
<< Do you intend to go back to your wife 
fince fhe beats you fo often ?*——Yes ; fhe will 
beat me no longer; lam changed. —* But, 
XMailoun, do not you wifh to remain near 
Grod?——* I will remain near God, and 
near my wife ; we have a child, and my wife: 
is again pregnant: I will come hither to fay 
my prayers five times a-day.* © 

The QGaliph was much entertained with 
this converfation ; but it was now time to let 
all the ladies of his court enjoy the pleafure: 
of it. Servants came toinform Xailonn, that 
he was waited for in the gardens of the pa- 
lace. He bade adieu to the pićtures ; and as 
he was accultomed always to obey, ftraight- 


way followed thofe from whom he received: 


thę invitation, 
3 - The 
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The feftival, at which Xailoun was pre» 
fent, was calculated to fill him with tran 
fport. Every flower had a mirror at the foot 
ot its ftalk ; and the pićtures, which he had. 
left in the hall, f(eemed to accompany him 
wherever he went. 

Four thoufand tapers, placed upon the fur- 
face of the earth, illuminated this brilliant 
fpectacle ; and ten thoufand coloured lamps 
decorated the whołe front of the palace. 
Xailoun at firft thought that he was in para 
dife. ** You are not quite there,”, faid one 
of the eunuchs who accompanied him ; * we 
don't intend to deceive you ; this is onły the: 
terreftrial paradife, and you are in the pa- 
lace of God”s Zieutermant, towards whom we 
are about to condućt you.” | 

This expreflion of God's ieutenant, was un- 
intelligible to Xailoun ; for according to his 
creed, there was only one (God. But he had: 
no time to think of herefy ; for he percelved,. 
nnder a magnificent pavilion, the Caliph fhine 
ing in all the fplendour of the throne, and fur- 
reunded with all the beauties of his Harem.. 

At fight of this, Xailoun exclaimed, * O 
what pictures !?” le was introduced into the: 
circle, and al! the women ftrove with one an- 
other who fhould mofł attraćt his attention.. 
He wilbed toapproach very near them : * Kifs 
me nowy” faid he; * are your nofes cold like 

thofę 
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thofe of the other pićłures I faw? Ah you 
fpeak ! Do you recognize me? Am not E 
greatly changed? Our afs and I will aftonifh 
all our neighbours ; there will be nothing im 
the whole quarter which will have undergone 
fuch a change.” 

- 'Fhe Caliph's women laughed moft immo- 
derately ; but they wifhed to try Xailoun's 
fidelity to his wife, and advifed him to remain 
with them. ** Hold,” faid he, * I fee very 
well you are houris ; but I am not dead, and b . 
am married.” ** Gan you love the woman 
who beats you ?” faid one of the Sultaneffes,. 
« What is love:?”* replied Xailoun ; ** Oitbha 
is, my wife, and I mufłt live with her ; does. 
this loving mean. living ?* 

The Galiph perceiving that almoft as much 
had been got out of Xailoun as could be ex- 
pećted, gave orders to ferve up an excellent 


fupper, and to plunge him again ln fleep, pro- 


pofing next day to give notice to Oitbha to 
come for her hufband. Xailoun fupped with 


a keen appetite, not thinking in the leaft on 


the many fine objećts he had feen, and was de- 

lighted with the change, as he could now ven- 

ture to return home. 

. In the mean tme, the eunuchs and flaves 

belonging to the women of the feraglio were 

preparing, without the knowledge of the Ca» 
liph, 
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lipb, to enjoy themfelves at the fimpleton”ś 
expence. 

As foon as he was afleep, they ftripped him 
of his ornaments and finery, and clothed him 
with goat”s fkins. The <coverings of the 
hands, inftead of a forked horn, were termi- 
nated by vultures claws, fitted to the fkin ; 
and his head was adorned with an enórmous 
leathern mafk. Two large chrytłal eyes, af 
a fiery appearance, glared from this frightfuk 
figure. | | 

When the flaves had disfigured poor Kaie 
loun in fuch a manner, that he coułd not 
know himfelf again, they laid him upon a 
matt, in a place under ground, where the 
flaves ufed to be put asa punifhmont for flight 
oftences. But to precure him the cruel oppor= 
tunity of fecing himfelf, they lighted the dun- 
geon with two lamps, and fixed fome mirrors 
upon the walls. After every thing was pre- 
pared for their obferving the effećt of this new 
transformation, thć women and eunuchs went 
to enjoy, till Xeiloun fhould awake, the re- 
mainder of the feaft given in the garden, where 
the night was fpent in a variety of amufe- 
ments prepared for the Galiph and his ladies. 

When it was day, the chief eunuch per- 
ceived that attendance was every where want. 
ing. He went in fearch of thofe to whom it 
belonged, and at length found them amufing 

themfelvcg 
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themfelves with the terror, diftrefs, and fcreams 
of poor Ńailoun, An example would inftante 
ly have been made of fome of them for fuch 
barbarity ; but the favourite flave of the beft 
beloved Sultanefs prefided over the ridiculous 
punifhment tv which the unfortunate creature 
was fubjećted. 

If we reflect that Xailoun had, within the 
fpace of fourteen hours, taken two narcotice 
draughts ; that he had paffed fucceffively from 
the fight of paradife, to that of the infernal 
regions, where the chryfłal upon his eyes re= 
prefented every thing in flames ; and that from 
the delight of good entertainment, and the ca- 
reffes of the attendants, he had fallen into the 
hands of a foolifh and brutal rabble, we will 
readily allow that fuch a fituation would have 
made even a wife man mad. 

Xailoun, alas ! was there in as bad a fitua- 
tion as he had been at the mill, and in the 
plough : one confolation, however, he enjoy- 
ed; from his own experience, he knew that 
neither good nor bad changes were of long 
duration. But wlien he faw himfelf thus 
changed from an angel into a devil, he had a 
confufed recollećtion of being told in the gar-. 
den, that he was in the palace of God's /ieua 
tenant. From this, he concluded, that he had 
not come to the palace of the true (God, and 
that this was the caufe of fo horrible a change 

« (©) 
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« O my God; my God, do you yourfelf 
change poor Xailoun, fince this (rod has 
changed me fo 111.” 

Xailoun's prayer was inftantly heard. The 
chief eunuch fent all the flaves to attend to 
their duty, and freed the poor man from his 
horrible garb. He gave him new clothes 
from head to foot, fuitable to his ftation, and 
covered his head, which had been fhaved, 
with a fine turban. Mailoun was conducted 
into an outer apartment in the palace, and a 
good breakfaft was ferved up to him, which he 
twallowed eager y, reflećting in his own way. 
 Behold him again changed, and fo placed be- 
fore a mirror, that he could fee himfelf in it. 
Though he had no beard, and his head was 
covered with a large turban, he thought that 
he recognifed himfelf. ** Ha,” faid he, * I 
am now changed into a young Muflulman. 
My wife has told me already that I am worfe 
than a child ; this will bę quite another thing; 
kowever, for my own part, I find it net amifs; 
and if I could get a beard, I would not be 
forry to continue in this fituation.” While 
- Xailoun was thus talking to himfelf before 
the mirror, he did not lofe time, but eat and 
drank very heartily every thing which was 
fet before him. 

In the mean time, the Galiph having awak- 
ed, the chiet eunuch had already. informed 

him 


' ARABIAN TALES. ZÓŁ 


him of the extravagancies committed by the 
flaves, at the head of whom was the favourite 
of the Sultanefs. "The fovereign, inftead of 
blaming any one, condemned himfelf. * We 
fet the example of abufe,”” faid he; ** and it 
is not wonderful, that flaves fhould improve 
upon our follies. | lave attended to this 
man, and find, that though he has no under- 
ftanding, he has a heart. I am anxious to 
fee Oitbha; who, while fhe overawes, as it 
appears, by fears and blows, this ftupid bear, 
has been able to tame him.fo well, that he 
wifbes always to return to her. I will try 
her charaćter, as I have done that of her huf- 
band ; and if I am pleafed with her, I wił 
nrake amends for the fault'which has been 
committed with regard to them.” He or- 
dered one of his eunuchs, to tell the ufher 
who had brought Xailoun, to go for his wife 
Oitbha, and inform her beforehahd of every 
thing wbich had happened the preceding 
day. * If fhe is worthy of efleem,” added 
the Galiph, ** as I have fome reafon to think, 
I will not be flow in making reparation for 
the wrongs which I have done her.” 

The ufher received his orders ; and Oitbha, 
who was very uneafy about her hufband, 
dearned from him that he was at tle Caliph's 
palace. The erents of the day and night 
were related to her; and laft of all, fhe was 
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informed, that the Caliph expected her atten- 
dance. Thefucceflion of herideas wasvery rapid; 
and fhe perceived at once all the advantage 
which might be derived from the abufe which 
had been madeof her hufband's imbecillity, Hi- 
therto, while fhe enjoyed an honeft affuence w:th- 
in her own houfe, fhe had artfully concealed the 
fortune fhe had gained ; though fhe might 
fhew a part of it tothe Caliph without expof- 
ing herfelf, there would have been great dan- 
ger if fhe had been firft fufpećted by a Cadi. 
She dreffed herfelf genteelly, affixed to her 


girdle two purfes, each containing two thou- 


fand pieces of gold ; covered herfelf with a 
large new veil, and fet out along with the 
ufher to the palace. 

The Caliph was feated on his throne ; Oit- 
bha was brought before him, and proftrated 
herfelf. Haroun ordered her to arife. She 
then uncovered her face, and faid, ** I obey 
the orders of the Sovereign Prince of the 
Faithful ; what is his pleafure with Oitbha 
the humbleft of his flaves ?* 

« Oitbha,”* faid the Caliph, * your hufband 
Mailoun was yefterday brought into my pa- 
łące ; and, as you have been already informed, 
his extreme fimplicity ferved for the amufe- 
ment of my court. I have learned from his 
own confeflicn, and from many accounts 
which I bave heard, that his natural reftlefi- 
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nefs of difpofition and defedt of judgment, 


have even brought his lile into danger. lt is 


not reafonable that a young woman like yon 
fhould continue indiffolubly united to a man 
totally void of underftanding. | promile to 
get your marriage difiolved, and to caufe your 
hufband be taken care of in one of thole houf- 
es where we confine thofe whom it is necefla- 
ry to fecure againft the confequences of their 
own mifcondućt, while at the fame time they 
are prevented from doing any injury to focie- 
ty." . | 

« -OQ moft wife Caliph!” faid Oitbha, 
«« poor Xailoun is my hufband in the fight of 
God, and confequently cannot ceafe to be fo 


by any human law. I fhould be quite diftref- 


fed, were he confined in any place where it 
would be impoflible for me to pay him that 
attention which I owe him. He is the father 
of my children; in the eye of heaven, he is 
the crown of my head ; and it can only fhine 
by the propriety of my own condućt. lie 
does no injury or harm to any one ; and, as his 
underfłanding is weak, all the refources of 
mine ought to be exerted in his behalf. "The 
jdlenefs to which he is naturally inclined has re. 
duced him to abfolute imbecillity, and would 
jnfallibly have led him into fome misfortune. 
1 have employed feverity, threatening, and 
even blows, when I found that I could fucm 
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ceed only by infpiring terror. After having 
fubjećted him to my authority, I determined 
to altermycondućt with regard to him, and try 
to make him affume, as it were, another ftation 
in the world. | kept him in the houfe free 
from every labour; but to our great misfor= 
tune, he made his efcape, and came hither. 
How has he not found an afylum in this au- 
guft manfion, where every Muflulman upon 
earth may come and feek refuge? It is a con= 
fequence of the extraordinary nature of his lot 
and mine, for which I venture to deraand juf- 
tice from you. Reftore to me Xailoun, O wile. 
Caliph; my duty makes him dear to me. He 
isa man devoid of judgment; but he is a 
faithful Mufulman, who poflefles no malice, 
and who is innocence itfelf. If he has been 
fo unfortunate as to injure any perfon in Bag— 
dad, here are four thoufand pieces of gold ; it 
is our whole fortune; 1 bring them for his 
ranfom ; and I would fłake even my own li- 
berty, for whatever may be waating to'*pro= 
cure his enlargement.”* 

Qitbha was not beautiful, but fhe had great 
expreflion in her countenance; fhe was young, 
had a frefh complexion, and difplayed much 
dignity in her motions. The Caliph was a- 
fhamed of having expofed himlelf with her, 
to procure a momentary amufement at the 
espence of her hufband”s imbcecillity ; but 
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the means of getting out ofthe embarrafiment 
were always in his power. He whifpered to 
luis chief eunuch, who returned in a few mil- 
nutes, holding a cafket, and condućting Xai- 
loun, who was now covered with a beautiful 
robe. 

<< Oitbha,” faid Haroun, ** there is your 
hufband ; the robe which I have conferred 
wpon him, he owes to thofe fentiments, with 
which, fuch as he is, he has been able to 1n- 
ipire you. | now fee that I formed a true 
judgment of your character, from the extra- 
ordinary attach ment to you evidenced by this 
man, whom one could fcarcely believe capable 
of feeling. I take you both under my pro» 
tećtion ; and infłead of demanding a ranfom 
for the liberty of Xailoun, here are four thou= 
fand fequins which I add to thofe you 1n-- 
tended to part with. 

The firft objeśt which Xailoun faw upon 
his entrance, was his wife : alter making an 
cxcufe to her for his laft fight, he haftened to 
fhew her his, pelifie. ** Changed ! changed !”? 
faid he, **' much hetter changed!” He then 
perceived the Caliph; ** Ah!. claws, horns, 
God, lieutenant !'” exclaimed he, and at the 
fame time ran to conceal himfelf behind his. 
wife. [he latter, after.a refpećtful bow, took 
the cafket which the Caliph prefented to her: 
from the eunuch's hands, put in it the four 
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purfes fhe had brought ; and having given 1t 
to Xailoun, made a profound reverence, and 
withdrew. The four thoufand fequins were 
but a fmałł addition to the immenfe fortune 
which fhe could call her own; but they 
afforded a good pretence for enjoying it. 
The Caliph had given her four thoufand fe 
quins; and in lefs than an hour after, it was 
reported in Bagdad, that he had WA her a 
whole cheft-full of them. 

As Oitbha was on her way to the palace, 
fhe had remarked that there was a houfe of a 
genteel appearance to be fold near the 
great market-place. She entered it ; and hav- 
ing concłuded the bargan before fhe came out, 
took the keys with her. Returning to her 
houfe, fhe began with putting the two bags 
włich contained her real fortune upon the afs, 
and condućłing it to her new houfe, accompa- 
nied by Xailoun, who was her man of labour 
in affAirs that required fecrecy ; but as to: 
others, fuch as that of tranfporting her effects, 
fhe hired common porters, and againit even- 
ing, fhe was able to take pofleflion of the 
houfe which fhe had bought. The former 
pofieffor was a rich merchant, whofe accommo= 
dation fhe found in it, and it was already known 
in the quarter which fhe left, that the Caliph 
had given her a caiket full of gold. 
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Oitbha did not make a bad ufe of her 
riches; but, next day, fhe bought a very 
good mule, and a pair of bags. The day fol. 
lowing, fhe propofed to Xailoun to mount him 
upon the mule, and go to his coufin's houfe. It 
may eafily be fuppofed, that Xailoun was 
very happy at this party of pleafure. Oit- 
bha mounted the afs, and Xailoun followed 
her upon the mule. When they arrived at 
the ruins, the kardouon, Xailoun's adopted 
coufin, was fitting upon the very heap of 
ftones, which covered the mouth of the cave. 
Seeing the riders approach, it hid itfelf; but 
Xailoun had perceived it, and exclaimed, 
« Ah! there's our eoufin.—'* We muft go 
to his houfe,”” faid Oitbha ; ** we have now. 
- two beafts to fupport, and we muft have food 
for them both. (Come, Xailoun, throw thefe 
ftones out of our way, and we ihall imme- 
diately enter your coufin's abode.” 

Xailoun laboured very hard. The trap, 
and the ring, by which it was lifted up, 
made their appearance. The entrance to the 
fubterraneous abode was at length cleared. 
Oitbha had provided herfelf with a light, and 
advanced into the cave, where fhe found a 
great quantity of precious veflels, which were 
perfectly ufelefs to her. ** What do you 
feek for then? faid Xailoun—* I am 
feeking for your coufin, but he is not here: 

we 
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we muft go and take his carrots.” She went 
to the urns containing the pieces of gold, fil- 
led the four bags with them, and cauled Xai- 
loun carry them out, and lay them on the 
beafts of burden, which were tied to the en- 
trance of the cave. *'* Come along,” faid 
fhe ; ** let us (hut the door and fet out; we 
will return in the afternoon, and fee if our 
coufin will be mere civil. After [ome ftones 
were thrown above the trap, fhe returned 
home on foot. 

In the afternoon, fhe made a fecond jour- 
ney, and completely emptied the urns which 
contained the gold coins. Xailoun then put 
the trap ln its place, covered it with as many 
ftones, as he pofibly could ; and they both 
returned to Bagdad. She had left behind, in 
the cave, great riches, confńfting in precious 
veliels. She might one day reveal the fecret 
to her chiidren, but fhe thought this fuper- 
finity ufele(s at prefent. 

When Ontbna faw herfelf weli fettled in 
hc: own houfe, and found, that the public 
opinion concerning her fortune was well efła- 
blifned, upon the foundation of the Caliph's 
bounty and protećtion, fhe was anxious to 
bring Xailoun to the enjoyment thercof. The 
_nuaber cf her children incrca/ed : They 
would one day blufh, that they had an 
idcot for their father; and it was pro- 
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per to prevent him from doing any public 
aćts of imbecillity, and to colour thofe which 
could not be concealed. * 

She firft bought flaves for the fervice of 
her children and herfelf ; but (he paid parti- 
cular attention to thofe who were to be at- 
tached to Mailoun, It was with great difa 
ficulty fhe could find fuch as were proper for 
him. At length fhe procured two, who were 
of a mature age, who pofflefled uaderftanding ; j 
and to whom, in fhort, fhe could give her con- 
fidence. They were to carry Xailoun out to 
walk, wherever it fhould be agreeable to him; 
and he frequently took delight in going to 
the ruins, and converfing with the firft kar- 
donon he happened to meet. His guides were 
ordered nót to contradićct him; but when he 
wifhed to remove the heap of fłones, in order 
to get at his coufin*s houfe, they muft oppofe 
it, and tell him, Oztbba does not wi/b it. 
The firft days that Mailoun enjoyed this kind 
of liberty, he fet out to the ruins, mounted. 
on his mule. When he was there, he wifhed 
to pay a vifit to his coufin, and take his car- 
rots ; but, at this fingle expreflion, Oztbba 
does not wi/b it, he immediately defifted. 

His guides prevented him from thrufting hima 
_felf into every place, as formerly: If,any thing 
excited his curiofity, they went and procured 
it for him. Thę ule of it was pointed out; 
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and, if he conceived any king for it, it was 
purchafed. Ifit was extravagant, the whole 
was fettled by thefe words, Oztbba does not 
w;/b at. He no longer thought of fauntering 
through Bagdad. Oitbha had perfuaded him 
that he was totally changed, and that there 
was no farther need: of being fo, but that he 
muft be obedient. 

In the mean time, one of the moft confi- 
derzbie merchants in Bagdad, who was Qit- 
bba's neighbour, experienced a reverfe in 
trade, and fuddenly faw his credit fhaken by 
a lofs which he met with at fea. Oitbha 
learned that he was in want of money, and 
went to his houfe. ** Every time you have 
an opportunity of feeing the good KXailoun, 
my hufband,” faid fhe, ** you treat him with 
humanity and friendfhip, and I am greatly 
indebted to you for your kindnefs. You are 
a worthy man; and, as I know that you have 
met with misfortunes, I come to offer you 
ten thoufand fequins : -You may fend for 
them, and I lend you them without any in- 
tereft, fave that which I fhall derive from the 
pleafure of obliging a man of fo much good- 
nelsi" ! | 

The merchant gratefully accepted fo kind 
an offer, paid all his debts, and re-eftablifhed 
and increafed his credit and fortune. He in- 
formed his beft friends o£ Oitblia's generous 
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condućt with regard to him ; and that noble 
action very (con became public. As foon as 
it was known, that by carefling Xailoun, a 
refource of this kind could be found in time 
of need, every one ftrove who fhould be moit 
lavifh in their attentions. The flaves, who 
conducted him, had great difficulty in free- 
ing him from thoie demonftrations of friend- 
fhip, which were fhewn him on his way; 
and they never allowed him to eee any 
thing which was offered him. 

Oitbha, having been repaid by the firft 
merchant, to whom fhe had given afhftance, 
had occafion to adventure with three others. 
One of them entirely failed in his engage- 
ments, and fhe felt not the fmalleft regret at 
the lofs. She received marks of refpećt and 
attention in every ftreet of Bagdad, and fhe 
was fuppofed to have very large commercial 
concerns.  Fienceforth fhe might, without 
danger, openły make ufe of her riches, aąd 
hazard meeting with fome lofles, 

Xailoun's table was excellently furnifhed. 
The GCaliph's oflicers fometimes came to eat 
_ att, and he made no more foolifh fpeeches ; 
for the two flaves either anfwered for hirn, or 
dicłated a reply. Fle at length became able 
(which may eafily be belieyed of a man, who 
has no felf-conceit to overcome) to extricate 
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himfelf from an embarrafiment with as much 
fpirit as other men. 

Oitbha lived happy with Xailoun: She 
gave her children a good education, and fet- 
tled them very richly in Bagdad. She conti- 
nued, till her death, which happened foon 
after that of her hufband, to procure, by her 
beneficence, the good will and admiration of 
the public ; and her lofs was a fource of great 
affićtion to all who had the pleafure of her 
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ś« WELL! fifter,”” faid Dinarzade 'to the 
Sultanefs ; ** we have not interrupted your 
narration, though it contained many very tri- 
vial things. But it has given rife to an idea, 
which is more important, viz. that, if Oit- 
bha's hufband had not been fo weak, he could 
never have made a fortune, much lefs could 
his wife have brought him to enjoy thofe riches 
which accident had procured them. This 
fhews us that there is in every thing, even in 
ftupidity itfelf, a certain point which is de- 
fivable to be attained, You have moreover 
ied us into Bagdad, till we are a little fa- 
tigued; and you fometimes filled us with ap- 
prehenfions of being fmotlered in the crowd. 
I think you owe fome fort of compenfation to 
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us, as well as to our favourite Haroun Alra- 
fchid. The light in which you have now 
exhibited him, is rather unfavourable ; and, 
until you have recollećted fome other exploit 
of his youth, or of his more advanced yeats, 
relate, if you plealfe, the adventures of the 
princefs Ilfetillone his daughter, and Simona 
ftapha. We will there behold this fon of 
juftice difplaying, in his fetting ray, thofe 
fublime qualities which his rifing prefaged, 
and which illuminated every part of his 
courfe.” 

« Sifter,”” replied Sheherazade, * the ftory 
is long, and 1 will not try the Sultan's pa- 
tience without his permiflion.”  Schahriar 
granted it with pleafure; and the beautiful 
Sultanefs began her relation in the following 
words. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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qTbe Adwvertures of Simouftopke, and the Princefs 
Lfetilfone. 


NDER the reign of Haroun-Alrafchid, a 

young man, of the moft regular features, 
of the moft beautifuł and agrecable counte- 
nance, and of the moft majeftic and elegant 
mein, came to fettle in Bagdad. Here he pur- 
chafed a confiderable inn, empty by the death 
of an eminent citizen ; he embellifhed the gar- 
dens, gave a new appearance to the rooms,. and, 
in fhort, he converted this fmall palace into 
fuch a fplendid cook's fhop as had never been 


feen in Bagdad, or Pegkyj in any other city of 
Afia. 


Here every thing was ferved up in filver- 
plate and china, by flaves dreffed with uncom- 
mon tafte and neatnefs. "The paftry, and every 
other difh, was feafoned with a delicacy which 
even the cooks Of the caliph were unable to ri. 
val. "This moft eminent cook's name was Si- 
mouftapha. 
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His fine figure, his engaging and polite manner, 
and the fplendid entertainments which he gave, 
foon' invited to his houfe the firft rate people 
of Bagdad; and, as his ragouts never failed to 
fharpen the blunteft appetite, he „became. thę 
favourite cook of the place. His houfe and 
gardens were continually crowded with thofe 
who prefer luxury to the moft rational cnjoy- 
ments. * 

The caliph's courtiers were conftzntly prai- 
fing in his prefence the cook's exquifite enter- 
tainments; but, either the prince could fpare 
ho time for the trifies of the kitchen, or the 
defire of fatisfying himfelf of the fkill of Si- 
moufłapha muft come to him in a way corre- 
fponding with his own whim and caprice. 

* "The flaves, particularly the femałes, of Ha- 
touńy's palace, took a turn every day round Si- 
mouftapha's fhop, and never, returned without 
fomething prepared after his beft manner. 

" "The moft forward of thefe fłaves was Na- 
mouna, the affećtionate governefs of the prin- 
cefs Ilfetifone, a moft amiableryoung lady, and 
the caliph's fole progeny by Zobeida, who, of 
all his other wommen, was his darling favourite. 

Namouna enjoyihg fuch freedom as-'was fuit- 
able to her ftatien „and time of life, walked 
e a day in the ftreets of Bagdad, - 'The chil- 
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dren knew her nogwithitanding her vel, and 
named her whenever they faw ker. « | 

Simouftapha, whofe fiop fhe e died na- 

turally obliging to every body, was particularty 
fo to her. He made her fit down, ferved her 
firft, and, by his agrecable and polite attentions; 
prepofiefiżd her much in his favour. : 

"The good old lady, highly 'gratifed with 
every piece of flattery, faid within herfelf, «.Fla, 
fine young fellow, heaven blefs thee, thou re- 
vereft old age:” and, whenever fhe entertained 
the young princefs with the news fhe had pick- 
ed up in her city-wałks, fhe. always coacluded 
with an ercomium on the charming Simoufta- 
pha. ć 
He had fhown her ail his gardens wich the 
utmoft. politenefs, and treated:her on every oc= 
cafion, even without knowing her, with every 
' - poffble degree „of refpedt. - The whole of his 
behavioar was natural, and fiowed from a be- 
nevolent foul, and the higheft efteem for tha 
fex. 

6 lie is fo obliging,” exclaimed Namcuna, 
« bis voice is fo fwyeet znd melodi jous, that 
every wórd conveys a fecret charm. His de- 
portment is noble as his deeds. In a word, he 
is a tranfcript of Jofeph, Jacob's darling fon. 
God protest the woman who fhall be temmpted 
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28 a dove.” 

nitiitone- was highły diverted with her old 
confidant. " And no fooner had fhe returned 
from the city, than fhe inquired how, fhe had 
fucceeded with the cock. 

I will take care; faid - Namouna, that I may 

not be impofed upon; fure I am not fo weak 
25 to fall in love ; but there can be no harm in 
regaling myfełf with his ragouts; whaterer 
comes from his hand may ferve a queen: 
Surely it would diftover a want of tafte, to 
fhun the company of a young man more beau- 
tiful than any prince upon earth. Why fhoóuld 
1 deny myfelf the pleafure of feeing him? Every 
look 6f his feems to renew my age. Methinks 
his pałtries reflećt his image. I have one of 
them here for Mefrour, our principał eunuch, 
which he will take to the palace. 
" Namouna was not miftaken; for Mefrour 
had carried the tart which ARójoyeiw had 
given him to the favourite fultanefs, who re- 
galed the caliph with it, without:  lettlng > 
know whence it had come. zd 8 

Haroun having exclaimed" how good it was, 
foon learned aid: it, was got at Simouftapha's 
fbop, the cook of wbom he = heard fo 
much. : 
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The fukanćl propofed to Haroun that next 
morning they fhould have a full fervice ;frora 
this excellent cook's fhop, and that. Mefreur 
fhould be inftantly śilioiekeń a with chę zee 
ry commands. 5 
This is but littłe of 24 aa entkufiafim of 
the old góvernefs about Simouftapha excitęd; in 
the palace. „, Every <hing confpired to, increafe 
it : His eafy manner, his fine figure, the, real 
excellence of his ragouts, and the prepgfleflicn 
of the whole, palace in' his favour, although hę 
- had fcarcely been a year at Bagdad,. - . 
Haroun eat with a very uncormmon .relilh 
at the table of” his -favourite fultanefs; and 
fśhowed that he was partieularly pleafęd with 
the: repaft. Next moming he. ordered his 
«own table to be. fupplied from the fame 
śhop; his women partook of the dainties. ln 
fhort, it came to this, that niobędy.in the pa- 
lace thought himfelf well dined unlefs there 
were ohe or two of Simowtjąpkaję dilhes on the 
table. Y 
<> Namouna ialowki im Gziuę her idołs wek 
tation inereafe. The caliph had already fent 
„to his daughter's table feyeral of the moż exquie 
lite difhes ; but they did: not flatter er palate 
40 mich as the governefs expected. "The con- 
| tinual mention that was. made of Simouftapha's 
7 LIEJER namie 
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'name diftradcd: her; but the glattonous wa- 
man: was not here for nothing. - 

46 $ee;” -fays the good governefs, « how this 
charms the eye; 'fmell this cake.”: She now 
defęribes 'the kitchen of $imouftapha:<<€ Kis 
"as beautiful as if it were hung round with inir- 
rors. '[he pavement is of polifhed marble; 
'every thing is/ incomparably' brilliant. fn the 
middle of feven beautiful young «men, drefied 
as for a'wedding, and employed about the fur- 
naces, Simouftapha watches over thć bufinefs. 
«Being confiderably higher +than any of the 
oworkmen, he appears like the moon among 
the ftars. * Fle finifhes off every difh  himfelf; 
-and thus conveys to.it a fęcret charm/ But, 
'"whilR the old governefs was'thus laanching out 
dmto the praifes of the cook, fhe did: not per- 
ceive what impreflion fhe was making upon the 
young prineefs ; for thefe encomiums kindled a 
flame no'lefs lively than dangerous. 

AHetilfone, who wifhed to conccal both from 
sherfelf and others her fondnefs. for a coak, im 
endeavouring to combat 'the 'rifing pafioń, lo- 
des her fleep,: her appetite; her tranquillity, and 
falls into fuch amelancholy, as made her affec- 
<tionate father dread the confequence.. 

4"*Fhe poor.governefs bewailed the fituation 6f_ 
her! charming. mifrefs, : Her .fighs . made her 
fufpect the caufe of her.uneafinefs. In fhort, 
AT Ż 
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an order which. fhe received, though. but of 
little confequence,: confirmed her fufpicionsza: 

e "For two days'the princejs had eateń nothing : 
© I fee,” faid Namouna, * that 1 wilł besobli- 
ged to procure -for you, as well as for'myfelf, 
a difh from the hand sof "my friend pora 
pha.” 

"The beautifol kleik fmiled śióś frying 
any thing; and the obliging old governefs ran 
to her favourite cook's fhop. „<< Serve me:welł;” 
sfaid fhe to him, ** my. amiable young man; 'I 
«have a daughter whofe life is dearer to: me than 
my'own ; difplłay your fkill_in preparing a difh 
to revive her appetite. For thefe two days fhe 
has eaten" nothing, <andv I fear the: confe- 
+quence. « 1f you make.a ragout to pleafe her, 
you fhall have a. hundzed ip for your 
*trouble.” - r 

| Simouftapha łooked the old lady. ido m 
„the face, and knew perfectly that fbe had. no 
zdaughter ; befides,  that''the hundred fequins 
which fhe offered were fufficienńt ta afure him 
of the faćt if be: had: not known'it already. ..* » 
>10«'qs. fhe then indifpofed?” .replied he, with 
an alr' of anxiety,*/ << More: than indifpofed;” 
anfwered Namouna; :** you fee my diftrefs for 
'her: but whatever comes from you is. fo góod, 
"that, if fhe gów tafte it,'I "» fhe wil:get bet- 
ter.) al sł ih adw w34d lo Ff 3 3 Deftut 

Ge o. "This 
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„«-'This is the firfttime;” replięd Sunouftae 

p 146 that] havę been. afraid: of ; not fucceędź, 
» He fet inftantly. to wotk; andy fuffered. . 

wdbedyi t6 touch: it but. bimfelf :- Iria mómient 
the ołd woman iwas ready to fet out. for the; 
palace ; but fhe Logi wanted ta. "e his des 
amands;) (li 7 ISSY 

The codk wówid: take e « Ifit pleafe 
her; faid he; (6 lam a paid; if” ay I 
. fhkouldóhave notliing.:" „lborą ody 

*Natmouna: reached :thć óljcdu prefented ie 
ragout ; IMetilfońe tafted it, fóund it; delicious, 
and eat the'whole:of it.  "Thę eyes of the gor 
vćrnefs fparkled with joy upoń feeing the fuc- 
-cefs of her ftratagem ; and 'fhe now: extolled 
the. cómplaifance, the : gaci: and ,the:ad- 
drefs of Simouftaplia. | 1 00 uojdd st 

"He believed, faid fhe, that it waś for pe 
„daighter ; ih an inftańt he fet to work. I 
woiiid havć given: bim a hundred fequins, bit 
he: wóuki take ńothing; he, was happy that: he 
had it in his pówer to oblige ine. Qdui flow 

"In what fośt' of a body, 'fzid fetiifone, dów 
this dignity and nobility sof” a prince dodge? | 
'Tt lodgćs, replied: Nainouna, iń a body which 
'Solomch himfelf would be proud of, were he 
/to appear again upon earth; and he would find 
"Ke dificolt to bie anie w at fo well as Simou- 
Rpa” UDUTK WLK 
1 When 
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When the repaft was over, this beautiful 
princefs abandoned herfelf anew to: lier phrena: 
zy. <* What,” faid Namouna to her, * are. 
you te behave fo, after yóu have eaten witła 
fuch płeafure ! "Inftead of diftraGting you, I. 
thought that I fhóuld have put you ina fitua=' 
tion to receive the caliph, both with greater 
pleafure to yourfelf and more comfort to him.” 

<«« Fcannot do otherwife, my dear Namoue 

na,” faid the princefs, <im'fpite of me my. 
heart is wounded.” : Without doubt, replied 
the governefs, there is a fecret within your 
breaft which preys upon your vitals, and yet 
you would conceał-it from me, who love you 
more than my own life. 
- „As my fecret, anfwered iteóMone; i is nothing 
to my honour, it ought to die with myfelf. If 
I cannot keep it, am I to expećt that another 
can ? 

' My beautiful Pw replied the governels, 
you are about to haften your deftiny. My foul 
is a well into which pour fecret may defcend 
without ever bcing feem again, and I may fall 
upon fome means to aford you comfort. 

«« "Oh, Namouna;” interrupted . Ilfetilfone; 
« pray to God to cure me, he muft iaterpofe 
forme miracle in my behalf." 

rWell we will pray together, and obtain this 
miracie. He has already performed many in 

thefe 
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thbefe places. By miracułous interpofition "he 
delivered the Jews, his chofzn people, from the 
* hands of Pharaoh : But, in the prefent cafe, he 
- wilł not have to dry up the fea. -Inftcad of that 
great man Mofes, there is only need of a fe- 
condary inftrument, and here am I ready to 
ferve you; confide in me; dcnt diftruft her 
who loves you more than her own life, and 
who is ready to facrifice it to your intereft. I 
have years and experience; I can, adminifter 
ufeful counfel, and devife methods which Y9ur 
own inexperiente could never fuggeft. In a 

word, intruft me with the fubjeśt of that me- 
lanchoły which you indulge at the rilk of your 
life : 

Hot my good REL replied the prin= 
cefs, fhame ought to fhut my mouth; but my 
confidence in you makes me open it. i 

You know as welł as I the true caufę of: my 
misfortune ; and I wońtld have blamed you 
mote than any perfon elfe for having contribu- 
ted to it, did I not.fze that it is the Efect M 
an inevitable fatality. 

I am paflionately in love: every (edzia has 
teńded to infiame my paflion, and to derange 
my brain. - You, Nsmouna, the women of the 
palace, my father the caliph, every one feems 
to me to be him. In fhort, he hath. appeared 
to me m two dreams. Now name, if you dares 
the 
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the objećt of my affection : tell who is. the only 
man with whom the daughter of the com 
mander of the faithful, ©f the king of the 
kingsof the earth would live, and without whom . 
-Hfe jefelf would be infupportable.  - Excufe, if 
pofible, this incredible extravagance, and par- 
don yourfelf for having raifed it by ygQur con- 
tinual accounts and encomiums. 

„'« Have you feen him in your dreams?” faid 
the ferious old governefs with. a: grave counte- 
nance ; « You may « allure yourfelf that if it was 
really he; he was as beautiful as the angel who 
„ poured out the fherbet to 'the great prophet 
when he was tranflated to thę faventh heaven. 
- Do you recoliećt his features ? 

« No, that is impoffible,” faid Ilfetilfone; «I 
was confounded, tranfported, at the fight of fuch 
an enchanting object. He threw himfelf at my 
feet, and fwore that he would adore no other cica- 
ture but me; but in two dreams I have con- 
ftantly feen the fame object. I wouid recollećt 
him if I faw him again ; but it is as impofible 
for me to paint him, as to forget him. 

- ««'Thus, Namouna,” added the prińcefs, with 
an air of confufion, << whilę. my father 'denies 
the princes of the eaft, one after another, 
the pretended honour of my hand, the óbjećt 
oś the lovę znd ambition of fo many kings, I 


| would 
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would think myfelf happy in being bound for, 
_ life to = 

« "Fo Simouftapha,” replied the old woman: 
« don't blufh to name him; his name is a pa=. 
negyric. - All the crowns upon earth fhould be 
put upon his head. "Uhere are a hundred kings 
in the world, but there fhould be none but Sie 
mouftapha.” | 

« "Fake care;; faid Iifetilfone, * you will ruin 
me. —I ruin you, my dear princefs, I love you 
more than my own foul. Let the angeł of 
death fhut my eyes as foon as they have wit- 
nefled your felicity. We muft_vifit Simoufta- 
pha together; and if you find. that it was he 
who appeared to you in your two dreams, the 
fate which has deftined you for him !s irrevo- 
cable, and I inftantly become the iaftrument of 
your deftiny. 

« But how,” anfwered Nfztifone, «can I fee 
him without expofing myfelf?" "Uruft that to me, 
faid the old governefs; fleep welł this night, 
that fleep may revive your complexiońn, and re- 
ftore the red to your lips. '[o-mor:ow you 
fkall fee bim whom you love; then you fhall 
know if it be he whom the enchanting dream. 
has prefented to you; and, as I am always 
ready to ferve you, matters fhall be mana 
ged fo, as not to have the fmalleft appear- 
ance of being ae of before-hand. IIfe-- 

tilione, 
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Glfone, a little comforted, "upon hearing this 
went to bed. 


Early next morning the old góvernefs fewtó 


the fhop of Simouftapha. < Tam come,” faid fhe 


to him, * to give ygu an aćcount of the ragout 
you give mt: You have been paid according to 
your wifh, for there was nońe of it left; but 
my fine young mań,” added fhe, << what will 
you give me, if I fhall inform you of the happ'- 
eft news poffible for one of your age and condi- 
tion?” 

Whatever you pleste, zeplied Simouftapha. 

I am to tell you, continued the old governefs, 
that the lady you have regaled fo wcłl is to dine 
to-day on your ragouts; but take care to pre- 
pare every thing with your own' hand. 

Your orders, replied Sinouftapha, I hall moit 
chearfulły execute. IE fo, faid Namouna, yor 
owe me a kifs already ; fee if I fha:l have it in 
my power to increafe the number of your obli- 
gations. 

« Do you knów that you have to give a 
dinner to the grcateft and the moft beautiful 
princefs upon earth, even to the incomparable 
Iifetilfone?* My heart, replied Simouftapha, 
blufhing, hath already announced her to me. 

What, faid. Namouna, your heatt? What, 


gour heart? Are you in łovć with my $rin=' 


cefs ? > > 
Vot. II. | R ac "The 
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« The princes ef Afia burn with love for 
her, and blufh not to own their paflion. Her 
beauty; her.virtues, fubdue every one who hears 
of her; but, for my own „part, I would be proud 
to be one of her flaves.” s, 

If you are prejudiced in her favoir, anfwer- 
ed Namouna, and if you are impatient to fee 
her, I can aflure.you fhe has the fame curiofity 
with refpećt to you. | 

Her flave, faid Simouftapha, is ready to fly to 
her feet. Since yóu are in this fituation, replied 
the old governefs, you ought to come yourfelf 
and afk payment; you will receive it from 
her beautiful hand. Prepare the dinner, fend 
it into the palace with your own flaves, by the 
large gate. „As foon as the repaft is over, you 
rauft be ready at a fecret outlet, which I will 
fhow you. But remember, my dear Simoufta- 
pha, that; you now owe me a kifs more. 

„Lowe you a thonfand, faid Simouftapha, em- 
| bracing the. old governefs with rapture; after 
which they went difierent ways, 

„ o8imouftaphą exerts his utmoftfkill in preparing 
the repaft.., Ten blooming young flaves, beau- 
tiful as Cupids,. and drefied with the utmoft e- 
legance, are ordered to <arry it to the palace. 

; THetilfone is. agrecably furprifed with this 


Pis of. galepócy, The old confident officiated 
z 


dj ie 


ARABTAN TALEŚ: Yę 
as landlord; and the young princes, eating ra- 
gouts prepared by him whom fhe loved, made a 
moft delicious repaft, which far exceedod = 
jdea fhe had conceived ofi 931491 4108. 

She praifed every bit to Namouna.-— Eat; eat, 
faid the good old governefs to her, wkKat cótmes 
from him muft be good. Is it pofible thśt Si- 
mouftapha loves me, fays the princefs, when he 
has never feen me? 

- Seen you ! replied Namouna, sodóii lofe 
yaur reft for him. Whatever is decreed in hea- 
ven, my dear child, muft be accomplifhed" on 
earth by means, no matter how extraordinary. 

.. As foon as I told him that a great lady, very 
well pleafed with the firft difh fhe had got fiom 
him, wanted a whole dinner prepared by his own 
hands, he _gueffed it to b3 you, becaufe his 
heart had announced it to him. In the tranf- 
ports of joy into which he was thrown, in 
having it in his power to ferve you, and the 
hope of fecing you, he quite tat gf rygicj me 
old and forward as I am. > 

You will pardon me, my dear princefs, for 
receiving the firft carefles of your lover, when 

l tell you, that he appeared to me to be paf- 
fionately fond of you. Befides, I am ready.to 
give you what I got. In faying that, the old 
governefs threw herfelf on thć neck of her mif- 
trefs, and embraced her with her whole foul. 
B2 You 
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You are too fond, my good Namouna, fad 
Iifetilfone. Not more fo than every female of : 
Bagdad, replied Namonna. If the kifes of this 
beautiful cook „were to, be fold, you would fee 
what a price ; the « crier would make a fortune 
by them. ' 

While this ROC was going on in the 
palace, the young flaves of Simouftapha, wha 
had been ordered to fervę up the difhes on the 
table. of the priacefi, returned tranfported with 
joy at the manner in which they had been re-. 
ceived, and each with five pieces of gold from' 
the hóńi of the beautiful Iifetilfone. 

Simouftapha, encouraged to make his vifit, 
from the fattering reception his flaves had met 
with, difpatches his bufnefs, goes to the bath, — 
perfutnes himfelf, and drefies in his beft robes. 
After this he went ftraight to the palace, and ta 
the outlet that had been pointed out to him. 

Namouna. waited at the "door, to introduce 
him. The priącefs obferyed from the terrace 
of the palace a "man conducted towards her, 
fufpended between love, hope, and fear, * It 
is he,” faid fhe, <* the very i man whom I aw 
twice in my, dreams ; s BE appeared to me the 
firft time in/ this drefs; the fecond time, his 
drefs' was fo fplendid that I wąs unable to bear 
its lugre.” 
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Whilft fhe was making thefe fhort remarks, 
Simouftapha entered the room deftined for the 
interview ; and the princefs came in from a- 
nother fide.  Simouftapha, - as foon as he faw 
her, faluted her moft refpettfully, and looked 
upon her down-caft cyes, and her arms acrofs 
her breaft, till fhe fpoke to him. 

« Are you,” faid Tifetilfone, « ię, cook 
whofe praifes I have heard fo often celebrat- 
ed?” You do me too much honour, MB. 
ed Simouftapha. 

1 don't agree to that, replied the princefs; you 
appear very far fuperior to your condition, al- 
though you acguit yourfelf in it with amazing 
addrefs. You perform your bufinefs fo nobly, 
that, although it feems made for you, you do 
hot feem made for it. But what, pray, were 
the reafons that induced you to make choice of 
Bagdad for your refidence ? 

Oh! moft adinirable princefs, faid Simoufta- 
pha, if you wifh your flave to fpeak fincerely, 
remove the veil which impairs his confidence, 
that the truth which proceeds from. his mouth 
may reach your ear, I have already fuffered 
too much in being prevented from admiring the 
charms which that. impertinent SPIS Krebs 
from my view. 

" « You have not, faid the princefs, been a 
a at Bagdad, and, if my veil diftreffes you, ft 
B 4 hath 
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hath been but for a moment; how then can 
you fpeak óf long tormeńts?” From this mo« 
meńt, replied Simouftapha, I have felt the firft 
tranfport of love, which will end but with gy 
tife. 

A rigorous law, replied Hfetilfone, hinders me 
to take of” my veil.—A refpedtful bafhfulnefs, 
anfwered Bino wh my fecret upon 
my lips. 

„ DRiś chiłdifhnefs, eried the good Namouna, 
makćs us lofe time ; and the principal eunuch, 
1 who is not long in' going his rounds, has a great 
chance to comę upon us. Upon faying that, fhe 
approached tke.princefs, and tore offthe veil. 
It feemed as if timidity and bafhfulnefs had 
'been attached to this trifing piece of ftuf. For, 
„48 foon as IIetilfone got rid of i it, fhe flipped to- 
"ward Simouftapha; żnd they now embraced each. 
other with the greateft appearance of tendernefs. 
"_ Acollation had been prepared on the fpot ; 
and the two lovers, for no word there had efca- 
_ped from both, Availed themfelves of it. They 
looked, fighed, and eat with diftraction, while 
the blefled quarter of ań hóur flew on. | 
| Namouna turned away from them. They 
ę parted + with tears in their eyes. They proteft- 
- „ed that thej were in love for life, and that they 
muft break the chains of pleafure and of cuf- 
„ _ tom at once. 


Tfetifone; 
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„” Ifetilfone, from an.excefs of content; fell in- 
ftantly into the utmoft defpajr. In vain, every 
day, did they ferve her table with difhes pre 
pared by her lover ; fhe was,not to, be impofed 
upon by the niceties of art. From the happy 
moment of their interview, every objećł bnt 
himfelf appeared infipid to her. She became 
emaciated. . She pined away. 

/Namouna was diftrefled for her. < Be then 

reafonable,” faid fhe to her, © enjoy the plea- 
_ fure of loving and of bcing loved. You de- 
fire to fee your lover, and to be in his company. 
But prudence requires of you to do your duty. 
You may ruin the whole by your want of pa- 
tience, and efface that vivid complexion, that 
flower of youth, which is the greateft charm of 
your beauty. Jeave the matter to me. A mat- 
ter of fo great moment cannot be tape con- 
ducted with fuch precipitation. 

| «Tok. at thefe beautiful ftars ; if one of them 
wifhes to haften its courfe, it leaves its proper 
ęrbit, and falls, never to rife ; again. "That which 
direćts your fortunę keeps pace with the reft. 
There is a danger in wlbiog., to change its 
courfe.” 

I hear your advice, my dear Namouna, faid. 
Ifetilfone ; but I cannot follow it. If you wifh 
mę to eat, tell. me that you will Jet me fee Si- 
mouftapha, ws i 

JĄ Very 
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« Very well, fince he muft engrofs your whole 
attention, fit down to table pad eat; I fhalł fall 
upon fome method for you.” | 
* "The princefs caufed fome food be brought 
her, took a little of i it, arid initantly afked wAar 
fhe had done.  - 

*- Since you wifh to know my fcheme, faid Na- 
mouna, attend : Fór thefe fome days you have. 
been confined to bed, and. have not paid your 

eftal vifits to the caliph. I expećt to fee the 
principał eunuch coming to inquire what con- 

fines you to your room. Upon his anfwer, the 

caliph and Zobeida, your mother, will come to 

fee what is the caufe of your indifpofition. A:- 

tend to all the queftions which the affećtion of 
a father and of a mother can fuggeft. Imagine 

them faying, Do yox feel ary pain? Does ought 
bere kurt you, or dijblecfe ou > What will comfort 

you? Prepare your anfwers before-hand. 

- Beware of faying that you are indifpofed ; for 

they would fend the doctor to you, who fhoułd 

confound 'you with naufeous drugs, which you 
have no need of; but fay that you are over- 

whelmed with a langour, which has becn occa- 
fioned by too much confinement ; and that a 
little exercife would be the cure. a 

You muft then requeft them to permit you 
to go to amufe yourfelf at Bagdad; and that 
they would grant you two days, at two-difter- 

RC) | ent 
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ent times, fo nęar one another as.to have. the 
defired effedt ; at the fame time, fo- diftant as 


not to interrupt the bufinefs of the town. , Be- 


fides, a crier. muft announce wben Jou. are tę fet 
out, that there, may be nobody either to difquiet 
you, or to feel uneafy on your account. 

You muft afk to go to the bath the firft day, 


and to yifit the fhops the. fęcond. Our g devo- 


tion will next induce us to vifit the mofqes. I 
will then condućt every thing fo as to tirn out 
the leave you have got for amufement to the 
beft advantage in every refpećt. 

Namouną had fcarcely unfolded her defign, 
when Mefrour, the chief of the eunuchs, arrived 
from, the calipb, to vifit the princes, 


"The confequence of this fmall event jaftised 


all the forefight of Namouna. 
Faroun and Zobeida came to fee their daugh= 


ter, who obtained. leave" from them to walk in 


Bagdad, at the times, and under the condi- : 


tions premeditated by Namouna. / 


Haroun, upon returning into his apartment, 


orders Giafar to take every. neceflary precaue 
tion, in order that the princefs might, early 
next morning, along with her retinue, enjoy 


j 


the pleafure of a walk in all the ftreets of the 


city ; and that fhe might: fee „£very ęuriefity init 
without. Ke: IO, to.the looks of any bo- 


4! 
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"The grand vizir ifued thefe orders to. the 
chief magiftrate ; and, on that very night, all 
the people « of Bagdad were warned by the pu- 
blic criers to ornament their fhops with all 
their moft curious wares : „But, at the hour of 
prayer, nobody was to. appear, either in the 
fireets or in the houfes, that neither the paflage, 
nor the curiofity of Ilfetilfone, who was to walk 
at that hour, might be interrupted : Every 
thing that might be taken by thofe who com- 
„pofed her retinue was to be, paid, and every 
pillage they made indemnified. 'Thofe, how- 
ever, who, from a fpirit of reftlefinefs or curio- 
fity, fhould difobey the orders, were to mect 
with the fevereft treatment. 

When the bufinefs was fet i in order, Namou- 
na, anti icipating the fuccefs, came to acguaint 
Tifetilfone. « Ha! well, is every thing fet in or- 
der according to your wilhes ? Will the ftreets 
of Bagdad be fuficiently clear for you to-mor- 
row morning ?*” 

« "They will be too much fo, if all the inha- 
bitants remove, replied the princefs, if HG 
remain in the houfes.” | 

You don't view the. nature of the Kodeń in 
the fame light that I do, Madam; all the fhops, 
all the houfes which are upon the, ftreets muft 
be entirely empty; but if to-morrow all the 
people of Bagdad were forced to go out of the 

city 
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city, for the want of tęnts they would perifh 
by the heat of the fun. Every one is to fhut 
himfelf up in a part of his houfe,.. from which 
he can neither hear nor fee any thing, 'and far 
lefs be feen. Thofe who are rich will ; go to their 
country-feats; fuch again as are poor will feek 
where to conceal themfelves. The city muft look 
like a defart; and it is by being fo that it will 
anfwer our purpofe. There you may do what 
you pleafe : Your female attendańts w.l run up 
and down the fhopś with a curiofity, and an 
eagernefs of which you have no idea. "The eu- 
nuchs will follow in order to watch the feu 
males, and to obferve what they pick up. "They 
muft alfo attend to fome fmall affairs of their 
own; and, during that time, we muft mind ours : 
Be content; go to the bath ; fup chearfully ; 
fleep as well as you can; and don't become 
carelefs about your beauty. 'To-morrow I hope 
to fee the happieft couple upon earth, 

Iifetilfone did every thing that her good go- 
vernefs required of her. | 

The good cook was thrown intó defpair, 
when he heard the criers annouńce, that, be- 
fore his princefs fhould walk in Bagdad, EVE- 
ry body fhoułd difappear; and that he who 
fhould have the impudence to appear mi her 
light fhould be put to death. 4 a 

a | Namouną 
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Namouma arrived and found him _over- 
whelmed with grief. < Why,” faid fhe, after 
fhe had explained the motive of it to him, 
«do yóu torment yourfelf about an order 
which I exprefsly folicited, in order to bring 
. about your interview with-my princefs? 'To- | 
zmorrow morning you muft fend all your flaves 
out'of the city: You muft pretend to follow 
them; you muft enter your houfe by the 
back-door; and you imuft wait for us in the 
bottom of the garden. We will go into your 
fhop; the noife that we will make wiłł let you 
know where we are; and, at any rate, without 
your fhowing yourfelf, I know where to find 
„you. As foon as it is night, prepare fomething 
to regale us with to-morrow. I know that you 
are by no means avaricious; I could engage 
for it, however, that you are ' going to make 
fome.trick of it.” - 

You aftenifh me, faid Simouftapha, efpe- 
cially when I am fo much difpofed to ferve you. 
I will put yon to the trial immediately, replied 
the old lady; what I am to tell you ought to 
charm you: Do you remember how you paid me 
for the firft good news I brought you? Could 
you ftill pay me in the fame manner ? 

I underftand you, faid Simouftapha, you are 

here in the midft of all that I poflefs, choofe 
what 
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what you pleafe. What you afk is-no. me 


nine. sd 4 i 

„Pure avarice I cried Na amouna GGÓóć 1 wili 
tell your miftrefs that I have difcówered , a.fail- 
ing in you, which is not at all common to people 
of your age. | will aIRD8E me Upon you for 
this. 


I will not, A osiosów, caufe pain to my a 


chikł : She.has not.had: a moment's eafe fince 
fhe faw you. , She does.nothing but fighs. . She 
would not have furvived, had.I not fallen upon 
fome means to get you a quiet interview witl 
one another at Bagdad, I want. to take her 
fome good.news from you. , What fhall I By te 
her? | 

« "That I am charmęd, that 1: amin raptures, 
that 1.cannot exprefs myfelf, that I am impa- 
tient. for the happy moment which fhall rennite 
us. If fhe has enjoyed little reft fince we faw 


one another, I have enjoyed, none. My heart is i 


fo, full of the charming idea, that her name is 
continually on my lips. «/I: am forced to con- 
demn myfelf to an abiolute He that it „may 
not efcape.”. 

Well, faid the old woman, provided. I can 
repeat all that, I may fav that I. „go. with: my 
pockets full of words: . With -refpećt- to deeds 


——, do you give me nothing to carry to her Ż. 


Wo. II. C However, 
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However, I fhould have been faithful in giving 
itto her. In faying fo, the good old woman 
prefented her cheek; but to no purpofe. She 
then parted with him: <* Adieu, covetous Si- 
mouftapha ! po 

Namouna hafted to the palace, and repeated 
the converfation, word for word, even to the 
pleafantry with which it ended. What! fe-- 
rioufly, my dear Namouna, faid Ilfetilfone, did 
you want a kifs from him? Could you be fo 
amorous ? 

I don't fay fo, repiied Namouna ; but, even 
under my wrinkles, my heart is as if I were 
only twenty years of age; and, if I fhould 
live a hundred, I would never be the enemy 
of that man who was like the beautiful Simou- 
ftapha. My pretenfions to beauty go bnt a 
fhort way. I am content with a tride; but 
it gives me great pleafure. If [ reńouńced 
love altogether, I fhould become too bad. 
Go fleep ; fleep foundly : "The morrow is your 
day. 

The morrow morning, as foon as prayers are 
over, Ilfetilfone and fixty Z flaves go 
down to Bagdad. 

The princefs, conducted by her governefs, 
fet out ftraight for the baths which were near- 
eft thę beautiful cook's houfe; fhe enters it, 
and fpeaks with her principal eunuch, <*T will 

be 
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be ferved;” faid fhe to him, *« by the flaves of 
this houfe. . I with all mine to amufe IRZat. 
felves, ańd to enjoy my fally :. Conduct them 
through the whole of Bagdad,” "The eunuch 
obcyed. She entered the bath ; ftopped a little; 
went and came according. to the caprice of „her 
pafion ; being all the while efcorted Ra Namou- 
na alone. 

Simouftapha waited with impatience in a re- 
mote part of the garden, under a rural grot- 
to, where was a fountain in which he ufually 
cooled his liguors, He prepared brcakfaft, and 
every now and then chanted over verfts, in 
which he endeavoured to paint both the ardour 
„of his paflion, and the happinefśs which he was 
about to enjoy. Of all his houfchold he had 
kept only.an expert young flave, who was per- 
feltly handfome, but dumb. All on a fudden 
a noife in the garden fuikes his car; he rifts, 
„ aqd runs up, 

This was the objećt of his defires, of his 
dreams, and of his fongs.  ifetilfone had arri- 
„wed.a few moments before. | 

She had approached the grotto without be- 
ing perceived ; and had liftened. with the moft 
extreme pleafure to the verfes of her lover. 
The fubjećt of them affected her; and the 
fweetnefs of his voice conveyed a double charm. 
sNot wilhing him to know that fhe had been 

Cc 2 *liftening, 
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liftening, fhe fhifted a little from the fpot, and 
made a noife to let him hear her.. At laft fhe 
joined her lover. 

It was no common mot fprung from 'a 
fudden coincidence 6f fentiments, which forcćd 
them together: It was a ftroke of fympathy; it 
| was ftill more, if their fate was interwoven, as 
they both had reafon to believe. 'They ftood 
fill, and gazed at one another with a curiofity, 
mixed with the moft lively joy, and mutual ad- 
* miration. In order to embrace, their arms rofe 
in concert; and, in the firft embrace, they M 
fainted away. .,. 

„ Luckily the bottom of the grotto was covered 
wilk mofs ; and the prudent Namouna had al- 
ways taken care to prevent accidents. They 
found it neceffary to quit a place inconvenient 
for an interview of fach an interefting nature. 
Simouftapha conducted his miftrefs by the arms 
under a green arbour, which the rays of the 
fun could not penetrate. . Here fhe found a 
commodious fopha, and a repaft confifting of 
the moft exquifite dainties. Befides, this fpot 

united every thing that could add comfort to the 
fituation of the princes. Here, a deep bafon 
receivćd water clearer tlian cryftal, from the 
mouth and noftrils of different animals, whofe 
variety exhibited an agreeable objećt.. And 
| ł | this 
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this difufed the moft delicious-frefhnefs under 
the arbour. 
Iifetilfone and Simouftapha fat down to table 


clofe together ; Namouna and the mute fer- | 


ved them. "They eat little, and fpoke fill lefs ; 
the language of the eyes. was fufficient ; it be- 


- fpoke great paflions. 


At laft the princefs | broke -the zwdlkiwc 5. 
lence, and cried out with an angelic voice, < Oh! 
Simouftapha, I love you, and I find that it 
will. be impoffible for me ever. ta love any other 
fo well. I don't know how that frightful di- 
ftance which fortune appears to have put be- 


tween us fhall be got over. If the overthrow 


of my high pretenfions could effect it, it fhould 


„be done immediately. My foul can lofe no- 
thing by uniting with. your's, whofe noblenefs 
„equals itsrank. You put. that fortune to the 


blufh which appears willing to difgrace you ; 
and I would glory if, by raifing.you, I could 


„have it in. my powes to expofe her injuftice.”_ 


« | am too much elevated, Madam,”. replied 
Simouftapha, « by the compliment you pay me. 
Jt hath conftituted. my fortune and , my glory, 
as well as my happines. Vou love,me; my 


„ambition is gratified ; and, were L in pofleffion 
„ef a crown, I coułd reap no. other fatisfaćtion 
„from it, than that of falling a.crowned flave at 
„your feet.” 


3 12 
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«© Pet us fwcar;” faidsth princefs, © to live 
always for each other in fpite of fortune, and 
alwaysto guard againft WNE e: be the leaft 
*obftacle to our'unión/* |» 

« Here, at-yout knees, I fet the śtódi, 
'by the name of the great prophet,” cried Si- 
mouftapha. "The beautiful princefs raifed him 

up; the tendereft kifles fealed their oaths, and 
'eaufed their tears flow and difappear every now 
6d then. ae: a 

| Namouna, too infenfible of the value of thefe 
"tears, wanted to ftop them. -« What!” faid fhe, 
ść 'are you going to pafs the time in weeping, 
inftead of rejoicing ? How I hate łanguifhing 
lovers. Drink; eat, and banifh forrow.* At 
the fame time fhe ferved them with different 
forts' of” food, amd made them drink the one 
after the other from the fame cup. * Have you 
"no mufical infiruinents?” faid fhe to Simoufta-- 
'pha. '« Send for them, nobody'fees us; and, 
"when you fhall have done with weeping, I wiłl 
'teach you how to amufe yourfelves.” 

"The mute, upon a fignal from his mafter, 
„ran and brought different mufical inftruments.. 
*Namouma took up one of them, and began with 
fa fprightly tone ; but IMetilfone, with a ten- 
der'and: feducing voice, fell a repeating fome 
: charming verfes; which rendered the harmo- 
nious s fownds of the inftruments, which fhe grace- 
» Ł fully: 


ARABIAN TALE$ gł 


fully played upon, ftili more afećting. Simoufta- 

pha anfwered her intmediately, and difcovered 2s 
much genius and judgment in the compofition 
of the words, as fkill in'the mufic. He fhone 
chiefły in the tenderand affecting expreffions: 

For the inftant Namouna was content ; they 
too feermed te be amufed ; but fhe put a ftop 
to their płeafures, by warning. them to part, 
that they might give no fufpicion to the eunuchs, 
and the females who compofed their retinue. 
It was not without remorfe, that thefe two hap- 
py lovers yielded to the circumftance. 'Fhey 
feałed their adieus with tender embraces and 
new tears. * By Mahomet F” faid the impa- 
patient Namouna, « have done, and let us part 
quickly.” 

"The lovers parted. The princefswas'dextrous 
enough to conceal the features of her counte- 
nance, that they might not difcover the paf- 
fions by which fhe was about to be agi- 
tated. Upon this fhe joined her flaves, in 
erder to return to the pałace, fupported by 
the hope of foon feeing her dear Siraouftapha 
| again. 

The caliph was waiting with impatience for 
his daughter. As foon as the principal eunuch 
had announced her, he ran to her with the ut- 
moft affećtion to afk her.how fhe was after 
the bath, and her walk, 

| nfeilfone 
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Ifetilfone exprefled herfelf pleafed with tlie 
variety of objećts: which fhe had feen in the 
fhops. "The caliph, finding her eyes more ani- 
mated than ufual, and her complexion more vivid 
than that of the governefs, congratulated him- 
felf upon having had it in his power to amufe 
her in the ftreets of Bagdad. "The princefs Zo- 
bieda, on feeing her daughter, was equally hap- 
py in finding that melancholy removed, which 
might have been attended with dangerous con- 
fequences. 

„At length, it was agreed upon, chat Iifetil- 
fone, after refting two days, fhould return to 
Bagdad in fearch of new amufements for her 
„bealth, And the criers were ordered to an- 
nounce the intention of the caliph. 

„Ah! what long two days! faid the princefs. 
Can you.conceive my fituation, my dear Namou- 
na, during this cruel abfence ? and how I fhall 
„be able to live at fuch a diftance from Simou- 
ftapha ? 

« If thefe two days were added ta mine,” faid 
ANamouna, ** they would rolł on, quicker'than 
yours.” Ah! how woułd you fill them up? I 
„would fleep.the beft half, and. fpend the reft in 
„eating, drinking, and enjoying myfelf, and i jn 
„dreaming on the pleafure of foon feeing miy. beau- 
tiful Simouftapha again ; befides,. I. fhould not 
give myfelf fo much pain about fecing my lover, 
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if we were to weep all the time like infants, or 
to pay one another asferious compliments as thofe. 
that are ufed on the inftałment of a mufti. I have 
not ałways been ołd ; I have been in love, tho'it 
was neverknown; but I managed matters other 
wife. It is generally believed that we who are 
chearful never think, becaufe we laugh much, 
and often laugh at what others think. But,had I. 
been engaged in an adventure like your's, I fhoułd 
have aćted a capital part. You, Namouna, are 
not the daughter of a caliph. "The glory of my 
father, his rank, and his fenfibility, combat my 
feelings; and my lover, who, in my eyes, is 
worthy of the lot of a king, is furely nothing 
elfe.-——No more of that, faid Namotna fmart- 
ły, hć is nothing but a cook ;—it is all he wants 
to be ; but, furely, there is nothing more ami- 
able on earth.—There is happinefi in every con- 
dition ; I defpife greatnefs, when attended with 
uneafinefs ; and I could be happier with tke 
beautiful cook, than with all the kings of the 
eaft—You are too deep in love, Namouna, 
replied Ifetilfone.—One of us, faid the old go- 
vernefs, muft make the other merry, otherwife 
this palace woukł become a fcene of forrow. 
Take'care of yourfelf, and. don't walk a living , 
mummy in Bagdad. BLA. 
The chearfulnefs of the governefe diverted. , 
( the princefs, and quieted her impatience. Si- 
mouftapha, 
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mouftapha, -on the other hand, amufed himfelf 
in preparing fomething new, in order the more 
agreeably to furprife his miftrefs. "The fervices 
. o©n-gołd 'and precious wvafes were to fucceed 
thofe-of filver and china; the houfe was filled 
with perfumes; every thing in it announced e- 
łegance and neatnefs ; all the flayes were in mo- 
tion; and ftill more would have been done, 
fhould it not have excited too great a curiofity. 
At laft thetwo days were finifhed;—the hour 
arrived.  Ilfetillone proceeded from the bath, 
jn all her charms; and added to their luftre 
that of. the moft fplendid and moft exqni- 
fite drefs. "Thus.adorned, fhe. defcended into 
the ftreets of Pazdadj attended by all her 
flaves. | 

As fhe oechąckiać the fhop of her lover, fhe 
went into all that fhe met with. Her retinue; 
„difperfed among the different warchoufes, were 
.eager to view and to examine every thing ; -and, 
when fhe imagined that their attention was fuf- 
ficiently engaged, :fhe immediately, along with 
Namouna, entered Simouftapha's houfe, where 
„nobody was left but the mute. 

Early in the morning, the cook. had warned 
his people, that it would be prudent for them, 
before the caliph's daughter fhould traverfe the 
ftręets of Bagdad, to go and dine on the other 
„fide of the Jalla and the "m and take with 

| them 
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them whatever fhould be necefiary. "This or- 
der, accompanied with a few' pea of: gold, 
was very agrecable to them. ł 

Ilfetilfone pafled from the fhop into the gar- 
den; the mute made a fign; and, in a moment, 
the two lovers were in €ach others arms. 

Whilft fruits and different forts of provifionś 
are ferved up, her curiofity determines her tó 
examine the different beauties of. the garden, 
and the order of the houfe, to which tafte and 
elegance appearćd to have contributed more 
than riches. But, when the princefs was in the | 
inner part of it, every thing fhe faw occafioned 
a new furprife; every thing there difplayed the 
moft uncommon luxury. 

« You are about, my princefs,” faid Simou- 
ftapha to her, « to enter a room which nobody 
hath feen before, and where I never fet my 

foot. It was defigned but for one perfon, and 
I durft never flatter myfelf that fhe would ever 
embellifh it with her prefence. 

"Thefe words excited in Dfetilfone an extra- 
ordinary emotion. She was quite furprifed to 
find fo much riches in a cook%s houfe. She 
now went to fee an apartment ftill more fuperb, 
prepared for onty one perfon ; and every thing 
told her that fhe was the one. 

The door of the apartment opened ; the par- 

, łour which immediately appeared, was more 
R richly 
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richly ornamented than any in Bagdad; and was 
fit for the reception of the greateft fov ereign. 
"They now pafs into another magnificent room 
embellifhed „with fofas and cufhions of; brocada. 
The princefs could not help exprefling the great» 
cit aftonifhment. Namouna opened her eyes. 
Every thing i fhe fees is the object of her furprife, 
and the caufe of her filence. She durft. touch 
nothing ; ; „but ftood fpeechlefs amid fo much 


riches. 
«e For whom,” faid the princefs, © is this 2- 


partment defigned I P> «Por no other,” replied 
the amorous „youth, © but the moft beautiful 
and charming of princefies.” « Ahf exclaim- 
ed fhe, « Heaven and Mahomet grant that fhe 
may enjoy ię? Jn faying that, fhe fell into a 
fwoon; but, being. carried upon cufhions, fhe 
foon recovered. « "Who has placed me here ?” 
faid fhe; 3 it is myfelf—* It is he,” replied Na- 
mouna;j « every thmg here has been defigned 
for you; command like a. fultanefs,— Wil 
you then ftay here with me, Simouftapha i P> re- 
plied the princefs.—< He who has devoted his 
whole life to „ou cannot rob you of one mo- 
ment of i it.” 

"What Śóchy turned compliments I faid Na- 
mouna, _ftepping haftily out of the room :—The 
<unuch and I go to lay the cloth. 

Our łovers were alone; pafion tranfported 

them; 


o 
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them ; but duty. conftrained them ; the moft 
delicate fpceches were mingled with the ten- 
dereft carefles, and promifes of. mutual affec. 
tion. "The defire of binding the knot of their 
cternal felicity ; the idea of difficulties which 
feemed to exclude all hope ; tears extorted by 
fear, and fweetened by hope—fuch was the 
picture they exhibited. ; 

« My dear Simouftapha !* fiid the tender 
Iifetilfone, « you appear to pofleń „many trea- 


fures; and you feem fitted to enjoy them in the 


nobleft manner; who then has obliged you to 
defcend to the condition you now hold ?%—- 
« Oh! my princefs, I have been reduced to it 
by an irrefńftible power. I kave devoted my 
life to him: I have fwórn in your prefence the 


moft ferupulous and blind obzdience ; let us not 


now think upon the paft; let us confider the 
future. I cannot live but in the hope of pof- 
fefling you.”*—< And I, my dear Simouftapha, 
in the aflurance of feeing you ;—but, fhzlł we 


accomplifh it ? 


« "That does not belong to you, my dear 
princefs,” replied Simeuftapha. <% Afured of 
your heart, it is my part to preferve its peace 
with the pofleflion of it; and I will triumph 
Over every oppofitlon; and death alone fali 
gifunite us.” | 
VOL. IL. D Aż 
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At the fame inftant the key was heard turn- 
ing; it was Namoyna; fhe entered rejoicing. 
« Let us go, my dearsy” faid fhe, << dinner is 
on the table; the hours pafs quickly; we fhould 
employ thofe few well that remain.” 

In faying that fhe caft a glante upon the 
two lovers ; Simouftapha, feated by his miftrefs, 
was kifing her hand, and bathing it in his 
tears. 

"Won't you come, faid fhe, from fpending 
your time in crying? You are incorrigibłe, I 
fee it well. Come, good Celadon ! You have 
Urowned your reafon in tears, you will find it 
again in the entertainment which is prepared 
for you. 

The lovers went lit the canopy : expref- 
fion' of fentiment was paihted in their eyes, and 


„ their lips were the interpreters of it; their 


« 


looks were mingled with carefles; anticipating 
cares; delicate attentions;—all bore the cha- 
aQter of the tendereft R and the ftrongeft 
pafiion. | - | y 

<< Very well!” faid Naciedkośry « extafy and 
admiration have fucceeded to tears. Łet.us go: 
Bóme fighs ftil! Let one but contempłate your 
charms, and, when he thinks he has faid all, 
there wal remain much to fay.” 


* "(The beautiful Ifetilfone fmiled at her gover- 


nefs ; 
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nefs; and the lovers rife to feek a place of fo- 
litude in the artificial retreats of the garden. 

. «« Dear Simouftapka,” faid fhe, < the hour- 
of our parting is at hand; I am your's. for life ; 
aflure me by a frefh'oath that ze will always 
be mine.” 

« I fwear,” faid- Simouftipa, 4 by Heaven, 
and the Divine Prophet! Accept that ring, 
which is the feał of my promife ! "That diamond 
fhal fooner melt than my heart change the 
object of its affećtion.” 

""Fhe luftre and bózuty of the diamond exci- 
ted afrefh the admiration and curiofityr of the 
princefs: 4 You wiłł not łcave me,” faid fhe to 
her lover, * till you -have fatisfied me with re- 
gard to your fortune? Mine, for the future, is 
connected with it. Your: riches aftonifh me 
more and: more. 'Fhe noblenefs of your car- 
riage, the genius, the graces, the tałents, th= 
effects of a fuperior education, 'all ftrike me 
with furprife, and difcover 2 particular exertion 
of providence in your farour.—-Y oung ftill, and 
furrounded with: flaves in tke very.midft of dif- 
fipation, under what field pray do ydu walk? 
and by what fantaftic eapriće are you reduced 
to perfonate a character fo unfnitable to your 
condition ? Difpeł my doubts, if 'pofible, and 
crown my felicity. by the declaration which I 
require of you.” 

D. 2 "jm 
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<« Jam alone, it is true,” replied Simoufta= 
pha; * no perfon here takes care of me; but E 
once had a mafter who inftrućted me in all the 
arts and fciences; I learned under him both to 
underftand and to think : "That refpećtable phi- 
Jofopher infpired me with the principles of thofe 
virtues which now adorn me. 

ćć Let not your tendernefs be alarmed with. 
regard to niy refources or my condućt. I am a 
ftranger in Bagdad ; I have, however, rela- 
tions; but do not afk me the caufę of my lea- 
ving them, nor the difcovery of my real con- 
dition : My fecrets fhall foon be declared to. 
you; I fhall have nothing to conceal from her 
whom I regard more than my life, and to 
whoin a fźcred tie fhall foon unite me forever.” 
—« Ah! when fhall that happy day come?” 
faid the princefs with a tender uneafinefs— 
« 'The means are in my power,” replied Si- 
moufłapha; © the ufe of them requires great 
DRLÓLĄCE „fhe confequences may be danger- 
'0us.”— Ah | my dear Simouftapha, to me let 
ałł the danger belcng.*—As fhe- pronounced 
thefe words, in came Namouna, who was feck- 
ing her. © Let us go, Madam,” faid fhe to her, 
« jt js time to jain your company again. 
Here is a private gate, of which the mute has 
given me the key ; : let us go out by it, and, on 
making a circuit, we” thall appeźr to be coming. 

from 
/ 
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frorń fich a diftance, that it will be impofible 
to guefs where we have fpent our time,” M 
lo ers were re obliged to gompły. Z 


fi" 
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pany. «What are jou da here ; P* faid Na- 


mouna angrily. Ę Separated, from „thofe who, 


ought to take care of you, what if any mifchief 
had befallen you !*—* You are right,” faid Ilfe- 
tilfone, « to be afraid left gouth fhould expofe 
ifelf” The young flaves crowd around their 
miftrefs, and the princefs approached the body 
of her train, whiłe none of them durft fepa- 
rate themfelves from her. 

Haroun and Zobeida waited with impatience 
the return of their dear daughter. As foon as 


he caliph was apprifed of her coming to the 


pałace, he' repaired to the „apartment of the 
gtincefs, to wait for her there, and to enjoy in 
oerfon the amufements he had prepared for 
ter, 

She at length appeared, and the cahipk « could 
tot . exprefS his fatisfaction „on account of, the 
-hange which he kad: occafioned. „He „embra- 
ed Bie „daaghter „with, tranfport :. Every thing 
-bncurred to increafe his fatisfaction ; $ Tifetjl- 
one fupported by love and hope, .: afiumed new 


-xiftence ; ; and that happy father charged - him-. 


elf with carrying fo "PAPAE intelligence to 
„obeida. : 
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1 did not expect, faid the princefs to Namour 
fa, fo much attention: from the caliph ; his ten- 
dernefs affects me.—Ah! if he knew the object 
of" my paffion (-— Away_with your lamentatión, 
jfyou pleafe, faiq the:old ladyz live for the 
galant Simouftapha, and let me alone:-Think 
| upon him, you fhalł hear his news, and he 
róur”sż but let neither of you weep. 

»tee'T fhall do what you would: have me do;” 
faid IMetilfone; *©'if I have hope only to receive 
iny lover, and if you fpeak of him to me for- 
cver: 'Thefe fweet tears, whofe value you are 
fo little acquainted with, will dry up when I 
fhall be affured of Kis conftancy. Ah! if he 
were unfaithful I would ceafe to live. 
"Teo ingenious in finding out means of tor-. 
menting herfelf, the princefs knew not the heart 
of her lover. * Simouftapha was no fooner alone, 
than he fought for means of fecuring the ob- 
jećt of his affections. Hle flew to his cabinet. 
Fle there perceived the' ineftimable gift of the 
fage, to whofe:inftruGtions he'owed his educa- 
tion ;=—boóks of fciencej recipes for ufeful com- 
pofitiońs ; "and, "among other things, a myfte- 
rious box, compofed of a fingle precious ftone. 
That box *was-not te be opened, but on the 
moft important oceafióń, "and when it fhoułd 
be impoffible-for him otherwife to obtain fuc- 
cefs ing matiar that concerned his happinefs. 
$ai ; Simouftapha 
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Simouftapha took the box, which was cover-_ 
ed with paper, and inferibed with the following 
inftrućtions ef his wile preceptor. 

«4 My ;dear. child, wnever' miftakę with. re- 
gard to the choice of the objećt which is to 
form your happinefs; examine it in all. its.cir- 
cumftances; diftruft appearances by all means. 
If you fhall ever happen to enter into fuch ęn- 
gagements as will involve you in misfortune 
to get free from them, and if otherwife your con= 
fcience do. not reproach you with refpećt to tbe 
means which you fhall employ in order to ob- 
tain the object of your confolation, them apply 
to my box ; put it on your table, bow before it 
refpectfully, and fay to it,”, 4 My dear box! 
my. only hope, grant me your protećtion, in the 
name of the friend who gave you to me, and 
afhft me in my diftrefs.—l conjure you in the 
name of your miftrefs.” 

« "The box will open. Summon up'all your 
firmnefs, that. you may not fhrink: at the fight 
of the frightful objećt which wiłl. appear before 
you; and, whatever it be, command it. You will 
learn from it what it. can do in your favour z 
but, my dear child !. that ftęp is not without dan- 
ger ; the flighteft indifcretion „may draw upon 
you the greateft misfortunes. Terrible trials . 
enfue ; and, if you fink under them, the prefent 
- and my friendfhip will prove fatal to you.” 

146 wo, 
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«60, my dear  Benelab'!* fatd Simouffapha, 
after having retid thót 1 writing attentively, «your 
pupil feels all the value of the kindnefs you in- 
dulged him with,” in leaving him this precious 
treafure, and the fage inftructiohs. "When the 
fire of love had infaried my fotl, and wlień, 
at the hazard OF my life, Iwifhed to furmtounteve- 
ry obftacie, yóu came tomyrelief,—O, myworthy 
mafter! Tówe to youthe happineG ofmy life: You 
have tecovered'me the object of my fłame ; and, 
without your geńerouś" carćs, imaccefible walls 
would have feparated me from her ;—ftili 1 
wońld have trańfgreficd thć' law of the prophet 
in leaping over them, and would have loft the 
object of my love, WA the ZOO of ever u- 
niting odr hearts, - 

Hitherto, my dear Beńciib 1 your fpirit has 
watched over my: condiict, your cóunfels have 
been my law ;—affift your friend, and favour 
me in 2 dangerous attempt, which I am now a- 
bout to make. * I am to be expofed to dreadful 
trials ; but O, my fage friend! he who, ena- 
moured of the moft beańtifu! of Nature's works, 
was able'tó cotńniand hitafelf, and to refpect 
while he łoved, is wortliy óf fome confidence. 
His wifdom 'and his fuccefs were „your work, 
and pe WE Spriapfy finith what you have be- 
game” | 

w. After 
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After this invocation, Simouftapha rofe fall of 
courage ; he took up the box, tore. off the lite 
tle feal, and articulated forcibly : all the wody of: 
the charm, of. which he had the form. ; 

_ AII ona fudden, the flame of. lamps twinkied 
forth, and fparkled, . A_noife like diftant and 
majeftic peals of thunder, the, harbingers iof 
ftorms, was now heard.— The box opened of 
its own accord.—Nothing 'appeared to come 
out of it, _ However, a black vapour rofe in the 
cabinet, and filled, by degrees, the fpace between 
the floor and the ceiling. 

At length, the vapour was difipated: zde 
lefs mafs grew up, and the eye was terrified at 
the fight of an objećt fo hideous and frightful. 
As the phantom was unfolding itfelf, the, cou- 
rageous Simouftapha familiarifes bimfelf wk 
it« < Whoare you? who fent you hither 7? 
were the queftions he propofed to that monftrous 
form. 

<« My miftrefs,” anfwered the horrible koto 
* [ muft obey the commands of. Benalab, and 
the man whom fhe protećts.” 

« Who is your miftrefs?” replied Simona i 
ftapha. « I charge you tell me her name,” 

<« I wiłl not obey you without her permfiom 
returned the figure. ; 

« Go back, then, to her,” id Simouftapha ; : 
«tell her that the friend of the fage Benalab is 

ambitious 
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- ambitious of treading in the fteps of his maffer, 
'and of meriting, by his conduśt, the high pro- 
tećtion with which he has honoured him ; and 
defires to know the name of the power which 
interpofes in his favour, that he may render it 
the homage which is due.” "The genius difap- 
peared, and returned like a flafh of lightening. 

« Your demand was gracioufly accepted,” faid 
he; « you.2re the only pupil of Benałab, and he 
regards you as another felf. My miftrefs is the 
qucen of the genii; fhe is named Setelpedóur- 
ginatille, which fignifies the Star of the Seven 
5eas. She fent me hither, with neceffary pow- 
er, in order to execute all your commands. As 
my form may appear forbidding to you, I have 
orders from her, who has me in her power, to 
afiume that fhape which fhall pleafe you moft.” 

| <«€ Aifame;” faid Simouftapha, « the fhape of 
Jemał, the firft flave who was engaged in my 
fervice, and whom I have had the misfortune 
to lofe.”*—I will obsy you arie faid the 
genius. 

-"Then he returned to the bottóm of the ca- 
binet, and 'difolved again into' vapours, and 
formed a cloud; from which a young man, of 
ań agreeable figure, was feen to iffue. < What 
wifh you now ?* faid the newly transformed fi- 
gure. : « I wifh you were more devoted to me 
than ever Jemal was.*—=Whenever you have oc- 

U cafioą. 
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cafion for my fervice, you have only to touch 
the box, and call me ; I wait your commands.” 
« I love the charming Ilfetilfone, the calif”s 
daughter. She returns my affećtion ; but, can 
I be united. to. her without the confent of our 
relations, and under' the fovereign aufpices of 
the queen of the genii? | Go, Jemal, and re- 
member. my happinefs depends upon the ań, 
fwer you bring : - He faid, and the genius dif- 

appeared. e 
Dimouftapha then recalled to his memory the 
fage leffons' he had received from his inftructor. 
< In the fituation in which your love is at pre- 
fent,” faid Benalab to him, « the afliftance of 
the genii may perhaps.be necefiary, but do not 
neglećt, „however, to contribute yourfelf too to. 
your own happinefs ; fuperlative aid will: be unu 
availing, if you neglećt to co-operate with it by 
all the means which you can employ.- I left 
you riches, which will more than fupply your 
neceflities.”  Simouftaplia pofłefied in reality the | 
_moft precious produćtions of Arabia ; but there 
were wanting women to ferve the princes, and 
the means of finding in Bagdad fuch żs had no 
eyes, tongue, nor €ars ; who-could obey in the: 
twinkling of an eye, who could be always aćtive- 
in the night, and invifible during the: day ;* 
without the myfterious aid of:the boź, the'at-, 
,  tention of Jemal; or the prótećtion of the fairy. 
- ln 
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In this: tmbarńaffntent. Jemal arrived, "e" 
gave an account of his miflion. 

Our fovereign, faid. he, recognizes in your 
condud thc Effećt of the falutary principles of 
the wiłe Benalab ; fhe has confidered' your plan, 
and-you wilł have it in your power to marry the 
princefs Ilfetifone toe-morrow evening, by call- 
ing the ftars to witnefs your union. - I have or- 
<lers to repair to the palace of the całiph at the 
clofe of :the 'day, to lull the. watch afleep, to 
carry of the princefs, and: to convey her hi- 
her. sj 
„ o Firft of all, kid Gicatnóióplsag wośólnji ypour= 
felf to; my; flaves under the name of. Jemal, 
whofe lofs they have often heard me regret: 
X ou wiil take along with you.four of the young 
eft, the only flaves who recollećt Jemal: They 
will carefs yon much, and receive you kindly.. 
You will find too upon the table a ftate of 
xćhat you hąve'to do in order to furnifh the 
large. room. « You. wilł- find the key of the 
cupboard, where I put the contents, which 
I give you the charge of. « My four little flaves 
fhall perform your orders; but, in*order to ful- 
fil mine, will you be able to provide me with 
females. proper for the fervice of the princefs ? 
+. 4 Do you want a hiindred?” replied the genii, 
« of the, moft bozntiśuj wko furround the 
3 tbrone 
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throne of Setelpedour'ginatille? Your orders: 
fhall be their laws.” > 

<« [am afhamed of his gpodnefi;” rid Si. 
mouftapha; < fix are fuflicient.*——Y ou fhall 
have them, faid the genius. 

The new Jemał is recognifed by the fiaves of 
the houfe: The four youngeft load him with 
«arefles: They are of opinion that this favou- 
site domefiic fhould be reftored to his former 
privileges, and that he fhould forthwith be in- 
trufted with the orders of his mafter. He in- 
formed them, that Simouftapha would foón 
occupy the great room; and that he, and his 
four little fliaves, -. werę about to make every 
preparation for that purpofe: 

Next morning Simouftapha got up before 
fun-rife ; fet to work : All the dilhes he was to 
furnifh for this feftival were to be' prepared 
with his own hand. He is the more difficult 
to- pleafe with refpećt to the tafte, in order to 
gain the good graces of the perfon whom he 
was to fatter. | 

Notwithftanding this, the hours roll on; the 
day-ftar is about.to end its courfe. Simoufta- 
pha entered the bath. In a little, he fets off 
the graces of his perfon, by the luftre of 2 
fplendid drefs. Art and nature confpired to 
gembellifh this mafter-piece of their work ; dc- 
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fire and love animate their looks: Every thing 
contributes to the happinefs of his moft affec- 
tionate miftrefs. 

<Already had the evening: fhades fallen upon 
Bagdad,. when Simouftapha caufed his room 
be illuminated, and'a magnificent entertainment 
be ferved up, which prepofieffed both the fight 
and fmell in its favour. The four flaves re- 
tired to execute the orders of Jemal: he him- 
felf appeared to follow them; but the genius, 
having other things to do, flew to the palace 
of Haroun.: 

Ifetilfone fłept il, as fhe had heard no- 
thing of Simouftapha. Namouna had łoft 
her temper, and begun to fcold: "The flaves 


and eunuchs had propofed to themfelves a joy- 


ful night; but all on a fudden they became 
quite languid; the word dies away upon their 
lips; their feet ftazger, and become unable to 
fupport them ; the cafy-chairs crafh with, thę 
weight of their bodies :. The eunuchs upon 
watch feel the fame doi; and the in- 
chantmęnt of the fairy diffufes a foporiferous 
charm throughout the whole palace. 

"When all were'afleep; the fervant of Setel- 
pedour, according to the orders of Simouftąż 
pha, lifted the „princef; and carried her, withź 
out the leaft noife, into the room "e had beeń 
Pyepared fór NepiSo > 3 | 


The 
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The glimmering of the lamps, upon which 
an extraordinary wind blew viólently, .annouh= 
ced the arrival of the genius; the princefzis pla+ 
ced upon the nuptial bedj and Jemal appęar- 
ing, faid to Simouftapha, ** Mafter, are yout 
orders executed ? Do you' want nothing: morć 
with your flave?”—« Where arć the females who 
are to ferve the princefs ?”—=« Every thing is rea- 
dy, anfwered the genius; and, if your highnefs 
will condefcend to pafs into the neighbouring 
room, they will foon appear.” Simouftapha im- 
mediately complied. In an inftant, 'a ball of 
fire darts forth its fhining rays; the eye is 
dazzled with it ; in a little the łufire- diminifhe 
es, and leaves in its room fix young people, e- 
quaily diftinguifhed by their beauty and drefs. 
In thcir hands 'they carried a mufical in 
ftrument.  Hardly could they  diftinguifh 
thefe ravifhing objećts, till the whole vifion 
bowed down before Simouftapha. He ordered 
Jemał to employ thefe new flaves in making 
the neceffary preparations; entered into the 
room where the princefs was fleeping, and. fhut 
the door upon her. 

He approached the object of his whole de- 
fire: Oh, how worthy fhe appeared of the 
facrifices he had made to. obtain . her! 
"The prince was. fo infłamed with. love, that - 
he wifhed to awake the objećt, of. it; but 
223. B;ż | 1 Ftlaę 
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the tranquillity and happinefs which ap 
peared in her face hindered him from inter- 
rupting her fwect repofe. Alas! faid Simou- 
ftapha, I fhall never perhaps have it in my 
power to make her fo happy as fhe may be 
in this dream; yet he could not refift the 
impulfe of the moment; he rifked a kifs upon 
her rofy lips :. the- magic of love deftroyed the 
charm of the genius, and lifetiifonc opened her 
beautiful eyes. 

« Ha! what a tranfporting dream,” cried 
fhe.—* Itis nota dream,” faid the ąmo0rous 
Simouftapha, 6 you are at the houfe of him 
who fhall be your hufband in a little.” 

ś My hufband!” replied Ilfetilfone, furpri- 
fed at the enchantment, * by what extraordi- 
nary favour ?” 

" «« Be not furprifed, Queen of my foul! A 
decree of heaven hath defigned us for one 
another. _A power which you are ignorant of, 
and of which I know but little, hąth this day 
re-united us, and it fhall be for life. But, be= 
fore you enter into thefe folemn vows, learn 
the fate of Simouftapha, and view the heir of 
the great Hilmat, fovereign of the Indies.” 
""At thefe words Simouftapha took off his tur- 
ban, and fhowed a ribband fet'with pearls and 
precious ftones, furpafied by a diamond whofe 
luftre dazzled the ćyes: And upon the dia- 

mond 
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<uó were engraven thefe srords, Given, „by. the 
"cali 16b Haroun-Alrafckid to bią dear Siroufłapkay 
fon of bis brotber Elilmar, great I ds of. the Hndies.. 
What a difcovery for, the, affećtionate Lifetils 
fone! If her_paflion : could. be. „increafed, 4he 
would become proud of her choice, Glory-and 
ambition confummated a happinefź, » which feem= 
ed at firft to depend only. upon: love... xt 
Simouftapha; on the other hand, ooReji 
the pleafure of having it in his power ..to, re- 
movę an'* error „which his, difguife feemed to 
confirm. 
-«. But AL faid fhe then, < did you fube 
mit to your, prefent profeflion.?” 
_ Tontell you plainly, it was. „love, (aid the 
prince. Now, added he, . it only remains to take 
the celeftial beings to witnefs our union, wait+ 
ing, however, till. our / parents . confirm it by 
their _confent. May you, Mahomet, may .the 
Conftellations, and may the Star of the Seven 
Seas, (putting his. arms acrofs her breaft), be 
the guardians of our oaths !, May your divine 
influence depart from us; if -we ever break -the 
facred. engagements.we have this day come un- 
der | On a sfudden the-heavens-anfwered the 
invocation by the voice of thunder; an invi- 
fible arm difufed obfcurity:; the ftars withdrew 
their luftre, and our lovers, węre alone.» © - 
5 odr nodu baż 3 sdi bolswni Silence 
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Silence and obfcurity had reigned for 4 con- 
fiderable whiłe, when 'at length Ilfetilfone, cu- 
*rious fo know ftill more of the ftory of her lo- 
ver, afked him, what mótives had induced him 
to conceal' his illuftrious birth? For; as their 
parents were allied, both by friendfhip and po- 
„Atical interefi, thefe' circumftances taken toge» 
ther, might have contributed to fuch an advan= 
dst alliance. 

"There js'not, faid AAS fo great 2 
udifparity of rank between us as you imagine: 
Perhaps the caliph, among all the fovereign 
princes to whom he hath refufed your hand, 
has.not numbered one with .whom. an alliance 
would have been as fuitable, in every refpedt, 
as with „our family, and as well prepared by 
the bonds of an ancient'and fteady friendfhip: 

2d „Our family was born in the errors of idola- 
_-try; but thanks to the zeałous attentions of 
„Hłaroun, the viceroy af God, and the right 
sarm of his great prophet upon earth, we have 
(been brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
«by ftudying and aldośtiómo be. diwinę 24 
coran. w: 
„This fage s iić of- the Bitkful hath 
always watched over us like an indvlgent fa- 
ther. «My father and my móther were. ał- 
-' ways mentioning . his «kind attentions to: us, 
and their. attachment to him, — He „has„a 
moft 
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moft beautiful - princefs; faid theys ah'! if he 
woułd grant: us for our:daughtet-in-law "the 
charming Iifetilfone; but'other monśrchs have 


'foughther in-vain. ' "He *łoves, her :to8 dearły, 


and he will:never' confent to her fonming" any 


-connećtion that wilł takehęr fróm -hims105716: 


'Thefe converfations made' an impreffión up- 
©n my - foul ; «my whole" thoughtś' centered 
upon you : My father had brought ta court :a 
Perfian philofopher.namćd Benalab, who was 
to have the chargerof my education, and: to 


 inftił into my heart the principles of virtue. At 


the fame time, he was to adorn my mind with 


that uncomimon - owiodggY with which be was 


endowed, 

© Now | then Benałab was gów, in dżołć 
of difcoveries relating to thofe important ftudies 
in which he' was engaged. - He ufed to go in 
fearch of płants'upon. the mountains of Arme- 


"nia. My parents always celebrated your charms 


and tałents ;-and exprefied their: regret at the 
impoffibility. which they forefaw in forming fo 
proper an alliance. - In' the* meantime,' they 
thought of feeking another for me. I'retired 


'to my apartment mightily perplexed ; but fcarce- 


ly had I gone to bed, when,” im the middle of a 
profound fleep, you appeared to me in' a dream; 
and you had' the very fame appearance" then 
as the firft-time IL faw you;'I awoke,! but 

2 
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a. ftrange voice. pronounced rake name dif<. 


tinćtly. rh 

4. Judge, 1 er de Iifetilfone, from the fitua=. 
tion. id which I was placed, the impreffion that 
your image made upon me. Not.daring to Con- 
fefs my paflion, I gave myfelf entirely up to it. 
It foon wafted me ; medicine was adminiftered 


to me in vain ; rand I was about to fall a vic=. 


timto my. c difeafe. | | 
'z$ Benaląb having returned. Goa does 
examined me, and, after having confidered 
the nature of HY, compiaint; approached me — 
« ear prince,” whifpered he in my ear, * I 
know ŻW, diforder perfectly s—lIlfetilfone is the 
caufe of it.” | 

At thefe ds, a fudden. blufh covered my 
checks. <« Be.of good chear,” faid my tutor to 
me, * your difeafe is not defperate ; take cou- 


rage; you are made for one another. - Allow me 


to direćt you; I fhall put you upon a method cf 
„łeeing her, and chtaining her hand.” 

„« Hope having re-animated my vigour, af 
fócd, ;as, ieewere, a „new life.  - Benalab. pro- 
pofed a fea voyage, 45 neceffary for rny recove-. 
ry, and; caufed „equip a veffel, of which he- 
himfelf was to be pilot, „In order to comfort 
my parents „on .this oćcafion, Benalab ihowing 


them. a rofe-bufh, akmoft entirely dried up, took; 


a fhovwel; collected fand and earth ; mixed them; 
put 


w 
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put them to the root of the bufh, and poured 
upon the earth fome drops of a certain elixir 
which he had inhispocket. « Thisplantwillfpring 
up,” faid he to them: The more it fhall be loaded 
with leaves and flowers, the more ought ye 
to believe in the recovery of your fon. 'The 
angel of death would ftrike him here. Elfe- 
where he fhall live. Confide in Benalab.” 

« 'The rofe-bufh recovered its verdure. Be- 
nałab having become my governour, might take 
from my father's treafures whatever he judged 
neceffary for me; to this he joined his parti- 
cular treafure, fome parts of which you have ala, 
ready admired. We embarked ; landed on the 
coafts of the: caliph your father, and came ta. 
refide for fome time at Baflora. 

_« Benalab, the moment we landed, fent alt 
Gur Indian flaves back with the vefiel which 
had brought us over. We fettled at Baflora, 
and deliberated bow I might live at Bagdad 
without being known, and what profeffion I 
fhould follow, in order that I might fee you 
and become acquainted with yóu,  cońcealing 
my rank and condition. "That of a cook ap- 
peared the moft proper to Benalab. By pur- 
chafing very expert cooks at Baffora, he was fure, 
by means of his elixirs, of giving fuch a relifh 
to whatever we prepared, as that we might pro- 

| j mife 
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nife ourfelveś a fale, and a preference corre< 
fponding to our wifhes.* 

Let us now do juftice to the fchemeś of the 
wife Benaląb. _A cook foon made greater noife 
in Bagdad and at court than any other perfon- 
age, how illuftrious foever. I faw our repiita- 
tion increafe every day ; and, after having work- 
ed for the principał people of the ftate, I flatter- 
ed myfelf that I fhoułd be employed by Flaroun 
and you, when 1 had the misfortune to lofe my 
wife governour. PRZŃ 

"Hope would have fled with him, had not 
Namouna, who thought that I did not know 
her, come herfelf, and been the happy mean of 
bringing us together. |: - . 

During this whole converfation of Simoufta- 
pla, Iifetilfone, fcarcely" able to breathe, had not 
power to interrupt him. «At laft,” faid fhe, our 
«union is nothing but the work of love, and the 
decree of the holy prophet ! Ah! how fweet it is 
to be fubjećt to the laws of the fame deftiny! But, 
explain to me how, fince I fell 'afleep in my fa- 
ther's pałace, I find myfelf here in your arms? 
How lively foever the fenfations are which I 
feel, I confider them ońły as the effect of a vi-: 
fion. This a appears to me foextraordinary. — Then: 
Simouftapha explained to the princefs the ufe he” 
made of the box of Benalab, and. expatiated upon* 
4 the aid which he expected from it afterwards. 
" Night 
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Night had finifhed the half of her career, 
- ze upon a fignal agrecd to between the In- 
dian prince and the genius, the latter lighted all 
the lamps in the twinkling of an eye. At thbę 
fame time, the door which led to the parłour 
opened, and a concert, formed by the union gf 
the moft agrecable voices, was heard. 

"What new prodigy is this | faid the princefi; : 
it is your flaves celebrating my happinefs, fajd 
Simouftapha-—Could my flaves be here?—Could 
they know any thing ?—Thofe who are here 
are not known to you, and could not betrzy you. 

Iifetilfone rofe, and found under her hand a 
fplendid drefs. Simouftapha conducted her into 
the parlour, where a fumptuous collation was pre- 
pared. 

The fix flaves proftrated themfelves before the 
princefs, and were cager to ferve her. She had 
łoft her appetite fince her laft walk in Bagdad ; 
but, as every thing was prepared by the hands 
of her lover, fhe wąs not averfe to honour the 
feaft _Mufic and dancing embellifhed this fele, 
tival, and the flayes exer ted themfelves in charm- 
ing the liefure moments of this „happy pair, 
The prineefs had need of repofe. . Simouftapha 
tendysted her back into the apartment fhe had 
left, "The door fhut, and che e latnp> were extin- 
guilhed anew. Aitóż ab za iw dk 
o. e: - "They 
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They were both fall afleep, when the genius, 

warned of the return of the morning by the 
crowing of the cock, lifted up the princefs, and 
tranfported her to the palace of the caliph. 
" After he reftored her to her former condi- 
tion, he removed the charm which held every 
body afleep ; each of them fhifted a little, and 
ended their flumbers in a more convenient pof- 
ture. 

Already had the fun finifhed a partof his 
courfe ; and Ilfetilfone was ftll in her ftumbers. 
Thrice had the old governefs drawn the cur- 
tains. I dare not interrupt her repofe, faid fhe, 
with a low voice ; fleep, my beautiful angel! 

At length, the two ftars which regulated the 
life of the Indian princes fhone forth with all 
their luftre. Namouna approached them; « How 
beautiful you are, my charming princes! have 
you flept on a bed of rafes, that you awake more 
beautifuł than Anrora ?” 

<« Jt js becaufe I have had an agrecable 
dream.”—< Flave you fecn Simouftapha ?*— 

«« Yes, Namoyna, I have feen him, and much 
to my joy.” —** Was he as grave as ufual ?*— 
ś« Not at all.*—* So much the better for you, 
my a; ; Will you dine then with a good 
appetite to-day ? I am going to Pro a difg 
from Simouftapha.” | 
The 
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" "The old lady ran to the cook. «I am. not 
fo happy,” faid fhe. to herfelf, « 25 to have 
fuch a'dream ; "tis a fne thing to to kę. young |— 
Quick, quick,” faid fhe, wheń fhe arrived, 
«your princefs has flept the whole night; fhe 
has thought on you ; fhe has recovered her ap- 
petite; give me fomething for her:* ! 
Simouftaplia faw. that Namouna knew No+ 
thing of what had happćńed. < '[ake thefe 
'difhes, good Namouna; tell your charming 
niftrefs that fhe has no need to eat zmuch this 
mor ning, fhe will sę the better, for it at 
night.” 
„Tae cold lady wifked to enter into cońwerfa- 
tion with him ; but Simouftapha politely, eXCU- 
fed himielf, and difmiflżd her. | 
? Mątters were in this fituation, when a cloud 


trabflated Jemal into the azure plain, where he 


was to give an 'account of what had been donę 
the night before. SJ żyś 

„A5 foon as Setelpedour" ginatille fa „ hinay 
fpeok, Kaufak! faid fhe to him, haft. thou 
executed my orders in favout of the dear pupil 
of my .beloved Benalab ? 

Great queen! repłied Kauffack, 1 have donę 
what I could. - 
„ « Do you remember,” abfźtolf the fairy, 
<<, whyyou were fhut up in the box, the fright- 
ful figure with which you were invefted, and 

VoL.Il. F where- 
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wherefore you were. fo juftly chaftifed? AG 
faithfully henceforward, and fpeak the truth, 
Are 'the.young princes married ? What tbink 
7ou of their union ?” „1 4 

"6 "The marrjage is. over. Nothing. equals 
the virtues and the beauty of this happy couple; 
and it would be impofibłe to find their match 
in the' whole erhpire: of Ginniftan; You fce 
how I admire them. » 

«If lifetilfone eclipfes all che ftars of RO. 
in brightnefs, Simouftapha may be compared. 
to the fun; but what particularly diftinguifhes 
them, are the qualities of their heart and un- 
derftanding, which they unite in a moft emi» 
nent degreć.”. q 
. «e Thou knoweft him. well, Kaufack, " Tee 
plied the queen, « admire him, that thou mayeft 
at łength learn to love him. I recommend that 
couple to thee, ferve them faithfully. 1 want 
to fee them this night; thou muft bring them 
to me as foon as they fhall be afleep; and, af- 
ter I fhall have proved thy conduct, I will per- 
mit thee. to appear for the- future under the. 
form and name: of Jemał, which thou haft rey 
ceived from the pupil of Benalab.” | 

_"Thę genius went away fatisfied. Setelpedour= 
4vas confounded : Ah! what, faid fhe, are in- 
nocerice and love unknown in my dominions ? 
aad are they only to be found upon the carth ? 

1 
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I could not believe it! How I defire to fee 
this mortal, fo _ beautiful, fo' virtuous, and: fo 
fenfible !—-How happy is zet in Havinig 
captivated a foul like his?” * ooieu mody 
Thus fpoke the queen of the genii : She had 
till now kept her liberty ; the very thought of 
a mortał endangered it. " She was going, howa 
€ver, to run the rifk, 'when Jemal: was to have 
executed the laft orders he had received: | wii 
Tfetilfone had leafned- from Nambuha: that 
fhe'was to have an iuterview: with her. lóver 
* that night. Night approached, more defired 
than the beautiful day; the charmiag princefs 
fought "repofe, in order. to enjoy'a hope which 
fhe had no fear of being difappointed of,” Soen 
the foporiferous vapour fpread'around her She 
percejved its' fymytoms; and defired its effect; 
the palace is thrown 'ińto a deżp: fleep afrefh. 
Jemal had appeared, ańd had already carried 
oifthe princefs to her fpoufe, where ZA thing 
was. ready: for her reception. 6 ToG 03 
""The difhes were prepared, the concert waś 
beguń, the apartment waś imoft "magnificently 
-_ ćmbellifhed. But'what cań luxury and thciz 
| efforts add. to the pleafures that fpring from 
| mutuał love ? If they were to die of love, with- 
©ut hope of evćr being united, pqi might me 
at ?, owej without fo' mich 'ado. 
. „SLI WA BOG biirotgczoj qi OXYUJ oś 
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**The hour óf repofe came. : | Simouftapha ten. 
der ły: invited the prińcefs to give herfelf up to 
him ; and the young flaves put M e" in 
órdet for that pirpofe. | 
"A great many believed that ałl the nights ok 
the pair, whom lóve alone united, were to be 
alikć. "What followed, Rówever, „proved + 
cóntraty, 1: | pr 

„Hardly were Śimouftapha” and the princefs 
upór their eufhiońs, when the geńius threw 
them into a profouńd fleep, and tranfported 
them into the Es of the „queen of the ge- 
nii. M f 

Sdtedkóu; waited for them: with impatience, 
zad made them both fit „down upon the moft 
inagnificent: fophaś. "Her firft attention" Was 
paid to Iifetilfone ; for fhe wifhed to feć if her 
beauty came fully up to the eneorniums fhe had 
heard lavifhed upon it; fhe.fouńd, however; that 
©ery thing exceeded the, praifes of” 'Jemal. 

"But, * when. fhe <imć to €xamine Simou- 
ftapha, fhe Was perfuaded that nothing up- 
on earth was cither to be compared ta him; 
Or worthy of him. EJ believing that fhe had 
only giveń herfeif up to "the KGRE of adu 
miration, and by cónccaling fhe emotions by. 
which fhe was  agitated, that the genii of her 
COurt might. not śdifcover the violence of. her 
padlioń, fhe śllowed herfelf to be carried too 

Gać, 
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far. <*Oh! moft beautiful of. mortals!” ex- 
claimed fhe, < how happy I efteem  myfeli in 
having exerted my power for you!” „Sbe now 
took two kifies of -Ilifetilfone, that fhe might 
have an apology for imprinting the moft tender 
upon the lips of Simouftapha. 

The queen of the genii experienced what 
happens to her equals, when they approach too 
near the dangerous ball of this earth. Setelpe- 
dour fell a prey to the ravages of her own ele- 
ment; but the effect had not yet diflipated 
every idea of beneficence conceived in favour of” 
a rival, the confummating of whofe happinefs 


dfhe was foon about to repent. She put 2 


very fplendid lace about her neck, and a ring 
upon her finger, whofe. diamond fpatkled like 
the carbuncle; and, what enhanced the value 
of this jewel, the names of the happy pair were . 
engraved iń the infide of the ring. 
- Forthwith fhe twines a chain of diamonds in 
the trefies of the prince, and puts upon his 
finger a ring fill more beautiful than the one 
fhe had given to the princefs, She now caufed 
two drefies be brought for each, embroidered 
with rubies, fapphires, and emeralds, diftribu- 
ted with fuch art, that Peijfstęd the variety 
of flowers. 
- When fhe had thus ditinguifhed herfelf by 
her magnificence and kindnefs, fhe is eager to 
F3 5 obtaim 
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obtain her compenfation from the lips of the 
beautiful Simouftapha. Having thus gratified 
her ;curiofity, and part of her ARE jęG ihe rc 
'called the genius.: 

*< Jemal;” faid fhe to it, * exert yourfelf, 
and tranfport the fpoufes upon this fopha to the 
apartment from which you tock them. 'You 
muit take: care that. the one which they have 
occupied be placed fomewhere elle; you muft 
put thefe two dreffes before them, and obferve 
them til they awake, that pou may .afterwards 
give an account of what paffes.” 

'The genius obeys: The'fpoufes are at Bag 

„dad, in the apartment of the prince of the In- 
- dies: "The brightnefs of the lamips is redoublęd ; 
the influence of the magic fleep is broken off. 
Simouftapha and Iletilfone open their eyes; 
„both are dazzled with the luftre of their drefs ; 
they are ftruck with the magnificence of Soy 
thing around them. 

„ Bimouftapha takes the box ; the genius waits 
his orders: % Jemal, fpeak, I command you! 
Whence is'this abundance of riches ?” Ę 

+ From the hand that hath favoured your u- 
nion; replied the genius.—To-marrow, added the' 
prince; you muft' carry her the tokens of our. 
gratitude. If two hearts, entirely devotęd to the 
wiil of the queen, can add to her happinef:, you 
mmuft prefent the bomage of ours to her., > 

Roi « Jemał 
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; * Jemal difappeared.—Our lovers got immedi- 
ately rid of the treafures which confined them, 
Fafe is neceffary: to happy lave-—Simouftapha 
faw nothing in this attention of the quten-of 
the genii, bu: a difpofition" to 'prevail'upbn the 
caliph to approve of” their union. "At length 
both, very agreeably engaged, came tó' forget 
their riches; and -the remainder'of' the night 
rolled on in a happińefs which knew no care. 

The laft hour was come, when Ilfetilfone fig 
nified to kef lover the happinefs that fhe woułd 
fzel in feeing him drefied in the robes of his beneż 
fatrefs. «I will obey, treafure of my life! an- 
fwered the prince ; my whole care is to pleafe- 
you ; but, let nothing liere conceal from my eyes 
the charms whofc power tranfports and ravifhcś 
me.” Simouftapha isadórned with hisfuperbdrets: 
—llfetiłfone is highly pleafzd with it. «© Mine,” 
fad fhe, ** is ufelefs to me at prefent; for, were 
I to difplay this pomp in my father's'palace, £ 
fhould excite a curiolity. xvhich it would be i im= 
poffible for me to gratify.” | 

As fhe had finifhed thefe words, the fore-run- 
ners of fleep feized upon her.—Simouftapha felt 
the fame fenfations; they have onły time to 
throw themfelves upon a fopha, without put 
tiag off thcir drefies.. The princefs was already 
afleep, and the genius conducted her into the 
olas of the caliph. |; 0. -1 
„ jemał: 
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Jemal immediately fiew to Setelpedour, and 
gave her an account of the manner in which 
her prefents had been received, and of the grate- 
ful acknowledgements of Simouftapha. He faid 
even more, than the qucen wifhed to hear. 

 Setelpedour was no more herfelf; from the 
moment fhewas captivated with Simouftapha, fhe 
fell a vićtim to paffions, whofe violence fhe had 
never known before. Jealoufybegan to wring her 
heart ; fhe is aftonifhed at her fituation.—She, 
who till now had been engaged in governing 
the paffions of others ; fhe who had never felt 
the ftroke of them, and who had been always 
infenfible to the charms of the genii of the em- 
pire of Ginniftan ; < I condefcend,” faid fhe, 
© to love a man!-—But Simouftapha is the pu- 
pil of Benalab; he is himfelf the model of vir- 
tue, and wifdom:—W hat one of my equals cóułd 
have thought jt below ker to win the affećtions 
of the great Solomon? Our queen went to 
vifit him from the moft remote regions of the- 
north *,” 

Whilft Setelpedour fpoke thus, the genius 
waited her orders. << Return to your mafter,” 
faid fhe; * and, vifibleor invifble, bealways at his 

command. If you perceive inhimheleaftdefireof 
_ becoming 


/* Tt wasa receivćd opinion, that the queen of Sheba, wła 
came to court the favour of Solomon, was a female Genitę 
and queca of the celeftial wifions, 
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becoming acquainted with me, ańd of doing me 
homage, encourage it, ańd bring hiim to me ime 
mediatęly. My frontiers : are guarded by beirigs 
more difgufting than you were formerly. Bit 
I am juft gcing to order thefe frightful foldiers 
to be removed, and the ftations to be filed Up, 
fo as nothing may appeźr terrifying. | 
The genius having bówed to its foverćign, 
returned to the apartment of Simouftapha, and 
found him upon the fopha, where the effects of 
the magic fleep had detained him. Tt awakes 
him, and makes its appeatance.—It" brings him 
a meflage, in order to induce him to make 
O of a more peaceful fituatión. Ę 
> The priatę opened his cyeś —Mfttilfone had 
OMR ;—he faw nothing źrógnd Kim bet 
che magnificcnt prelents with which he was load 
ed; and, without which, he would have believed 
s whole to have been but a fine dream. Upań 
feeing thefe, however, lhe is animatód 'witłi 
a gratitude which calls 'to hi remińbrance the 
greateft benefits. He burns with i impatience to 
go_arid do fefpectfal Rotage' fto' the Bxalted 
being, whole goodniófs and powet Re żdmires 
fie touches the box, and the: genius walts his 
ordeńs. || 7 1owute osjodbegsoęt biezmoy 
* 6 Jemal,” faid he to. it, ** if my requeft is not 
impertinent, I command. thee. to saniżek JNE Ło. 
<A60 em5t £ stw „noróc! 10 the: 
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the feet of my bencfaćtrefi, the queen of the 
genii.” 

« [will obey, anfwered the genius, « the 
mafter of the enchanted box, and the favourite 
of the brilliant Star of the Scvęeh Seas ak 
divide the earth.” 

Simouftapha, after the bath, adorned himfejf 
with the riches he had got from the generouś 
fairy, and gave himfelf up to be conducted by 
the genius. 

Ginniftan is a very remote ' empire ; z it fur- 
rounds us, however, on €very fide. It confifts 
of fpaces, which cannot be compared with the 
fimall one that we inhabit: In a few minutes; 
the Indian prince is over them, and is placed at 
the entrance to the dwelling of Setelpedour. | 
* "The queen appeared to him; and, although 
he was ftruck with her beauty, he did not 
łofe fight of decorum, but wifhed to. have 
kneeled upon the earth. She, however, raife 
ed him haftily, t took him by the hand, and con- 
ducted himi to'her palace, having firft made him 
walk through the gardens, where wónders of 
every fort furprifed and inchanted him. 

Simouftapha, affected at the fight of fo many 
enjoyments 'united, felt a fenfation highly pleaf- 
ing to SSettliedoui. 46 Man P* fays fhe within 
EZ <<ah! moft admirable of mortals !' mży 
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the beauties thou meeteft with here make thee 
forget all thofe which thou lefteft ają the 
earth ! 

At length, alnof without ekiag, the ducen 
and her new gueft came. to the. bafon, orna- 
mented with three hundred and fixty-fix figures 
of animals, all difering from one another. Each 
of them was the emblem of one of the days of 
the year.  Jafper and porphyry were the ma- 
terials made ufe of in conftrućting them ; and 
they always fpouted out liqugrs the moft agree- 
able to drink. 

"The table for dinner was furnifhed in this 
place, under a canopy of rofes and jefamines„— 
Sophas, govered with green turf, prefented com- 
modious feats. The violet and lilly ferved for 
carpets. Amid fuch a profufion of beauties, 
how fumptuous muft be the repaft! 

Invifible beings brought and removed the 
courfes. Nothing was feen but the beautiful 
hands of Setelpedqur, which were as ready to 
anticipate the tafte of her guefts, as her eyes 
to. perceive. 

'The Indian prince appeared difeoncerted ; 
but a more animated pićture is prefented to his 
view. An amphitheatre, which was oppofitę 
to him, is peopłed in the twinkling of an eye. 
Six hundred genii of each. fex,  feated upon: 
green turf, began a concert worthy of the 

queem 
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queen of the fziries; and fitted tb charm mots 
tals. Simouftapha is ftruck with admiration. 
„You fee, faid Setelpedour to him, the plea« 
fures we enjoy here. If you fińd any charms 
in this place, ah! my dear Simouftapha, the 


heart which offers them śhall always ftudy ta” 


vary them. A 


Saying that, the queen left he table, and 


fet out for her palace. Every thing there was 
of a variegated gold and azure cółówł She 
madć Simouftapha fit down ón a fopha, and the 
queen of the genii having placed herfelf befide 
him, fpoke to this purpofe. © - 

«c qT)ezr prince, I have no occafion to be're» 
ferved : I love you; I havć your happinefs ąt 
heart, and mine is interwoven with it. Vou 
srere the fivóurite and pupil of the wife Be. 
nalab; he drew my eyes on your deftiny. Froń 
Your €arlieft infincy, I have, without appcar- 
ing, been the inftrument of your happinefs. "Fo 
me you owed Ilfetilfone; I was delighted at 
yóur union with her, and I fcel no jealoufy on 
«account of it; but, fince I came to know you 
more particularly, I have conceived the tender- 
Ef afećtion for you. Your virtues, and the 


charms of your perfon, have made the queen 3 | 


che genii the humble flave of love.” 
" Oh! adorable queen, 'faid Simouftapha, I 
have not the vanity. to pretemd tó fo glorious a 
conqueft, 
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<onqueft. Permit me to adore you, and 
ferve you my whole life. 'To you I owe the. 
happinefs of being united to the daughter of 
the caliph ; but, were the Jove that I have cen- 
ceived for her, under your aufpices, to permit 
me to offer you my heart, Iam a Muffulman 
by the grace of God, and the holy prophet, and 
the beneficent care of- the virtuous commander 
of the faithful. My happinefs muft therefore 
confift in obeying the ław. 

Tou cxaggerate, my dear Simouftapha, re- 
plied the queen, both my pretenfions towards 
you, and the rigour of the law. I don't wifh 
to .banifh Ilfetilfone from your thoughts; love 
her always; fhe fhall be the objećt of my kind- 
nefs, as well as of your love. Mahomet has 
permitted more than one wife. | 

<© [ did not cxamine;” faid Simouftapha, * the 
condućt of the prophet; but, when Ilfetilfone - 
was given entirely to me, we came under fa- 
«red and inviolable obligations.—<« They will 
be no lefs fo,” replied the queen; « Ilfetilfone 
can neither be your enemy or mine. Befides, , 
in permitting me to love you, how can fhe- 
charge me with ingratitude ? In a word, dear 
prince; you have my heart, and can you re- 
fufe me part of your's, if it is not already 

_ „wounded ? Confider that, powerfuł as I am, I 
*  fhallnever exert my. power but to turn it out 
| YaeIL ..... G to 


"74 ARABIAN TALES. 


to your. intereft, and that fhie who implores 
you is the SIR miftrefs of your deftiny. — 
«-Oh!. my queen,” faid Simouftapha, * figure 
- to pourfelf the diftrefs of „your flave, who finds 
dt equally impofible to confent to qr refufe your 
_requeft.” | 

Enough 26 that I bea prince, replied Setel. 
pedour ; your own fafety fhould now occupy 
your thoughts. 1 have furnifhed the proper 
means, for which (you may afterwards find ufe. 
But I muft tell you, that the box of Benalab 
expofes you to great dangers. It belonged for- 
merły to Mamouk, an Fgyptian magician, who 
made an illufe of it, by giving himfelf up to 
crimes. My jufticę hath therefore deprived him 
of it. 

I abandoned this wretch to the rigour of his 
deftiny. I chaftifed Kauflack, at prefent Jeimal , 
your flave, who by his. low flattery ruined a 
corrupted 'mafter.. I fuppofe, however, that 
this flave of my ławs. will never forget himfelf 
in your fervicę, Mamouk js ftill alive, and 
has initiated in his art a. fon no lefs dangerous 
than himfelf. All Ginniftan curfes him; but 
the wicked always find fome favour ; Mamouk. 
is ftill powerful, and is .continually endeavour- 
ing to recover the box which was given to Be- 


nalab, Take carę then, tkat neither an Egyp- 
tian, 
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tian, hor any thing from Egypt, enter your 
houfe. „' 
Simouftapha could not find words to exprefs 
his gratitude. He'began, however, to wćary ; 
it was time for him to go home and receive his 
fpoufe. He endeavoured to reprefent to the 
queen the neceflity of his departure, by regret- 
ing the joys he fhiould be forced to forego. 
"My goodnefs, replied Setelpedour, follows 
my inclination, and cofts me nothing. The 
riches which are here will lofe their value when 
you are. gone. Would you render them 'pre- 
cious to me? come together with Iłfetilfone and 
enjoy them ; and, from that moment, every 
thing here fhall be truly dear in my fight: 
Come, and command in thefe places, and -F 
fhall be obeyed by all the genii who furround 
me. „A | poł 
"Ah! Madam, replied Simouftapha, dont, 
though you love me, make me forget.my duty : 


. I muft remember that I am the fon of the king 


of the Indies, dearly beloved by my parents; 
and accountable to their fubjećts for the pre- 
fumptive heir to the crown. 

Adieu ! my dear Simouftapha, faid the queen, 
embracing him ; adieu ! prince, model of fove- 
reigns ! light of the world ! and genius of every 
virtue! ż U k. - SZ) Ya [I tks:7 

"Ga The 
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The genius conducted Simouftapha to his 
houft ; and, though his heart męelted with grati- 
tude towards Setelpedour, his affećtions ftill con- 
centered upon Iletilfone. He is bufy preparing 
for her reception. The moft exquifte fruits are 
upon the table; the pots are filled with new 
perfumes: 'The princefs arrived in a magnificent 


- drefs which fhe had got in a prefent from Setel- 


pedour : Simouftapha had kept his. "The mufic 
plays; the repaft begins; and, amid thefe enjoy- 
ments, they think of nothing but happinef. 

In the mean while Simouftapha relates the 
voyage he had made to the palace of the fairy, 
defcribes the beauties he had feen there, and 
the kindnefs with which he had been lodded. 
He omits no circumftance ; but his relation oc- 
cafions neither fufpicion nor jealoufy. 

While the princefs faw every heart incline 
towards her lover, fhe confidered it as a tri. 
bute which all celeftial beings owed. When 
Simouftapha fpoke of the precautions which he 
had engaged fo take againft Mamouk the E- 
gyptian, the ancient pofieflor of the box, fhe 
wifhed that the prince would fend back to the 
gueen fo dangerous a prefent ; But, without its 
afliftance, he muft have renounced the pleafure 
_ of fecing her, and perhaps it might have been 

impofiible to have induced the caliph to, ratify. 
their union. | | 
A 
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! "All terrors gare way to fuch powerfuł so- 
Gives. © At leaft,” faid Ihe, **takć care to 
defend yourfelł from the approach of thefe per- 
fidious ftrangers. ' Shut' Both your. gates and 
wińdówś, even againft the WT which w 
blow from Egypt.” 1 ad! 

Whilft fhe was thus TY to zókÓRA 
their repofe, a cloud gathered in Gimitan 
which was foon to difturb it. - 

As foon as the genius, t the flave 6f the box; 
had traniported the princefs from the pałace to 
the houfe of Simouftapha, and from thehce to 
that of the caliph, and when the Indian prince 
Kad no farther orders to give him, he retums 
to his miftrefs, ańd gives her an account of a 
he had feen. 

The genius gives a faithful account of the 
| whole matter. ** Never was a conjugał union 
' fo affećting! Never were” two hearts fo well 

fitted for mmutual love! Never. did twó beings 
| unite virtue and beauty in fuch an eminent de- 

gree! Never 

« Stop, wretch ! P* faid the queen, 66 ałready 

afe thy paffions infamed ! Doft thou remem- 

| « ber what thou didft when thou waft Kaufiack, 
| in the fervice of the curfed Egyptian? My fin- 
| ger engraved thy crime oh thy guilty forchead. 
f will treat thee worfe to-day, if thou 6 


. cateft : I will diftort the features of thy face; Y 
| U G 3 wal 
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will lengthen thy SArS> ang change thy swaiie 
into feet.” 

« Oh l. my basnóć faiq. the genius, 

' Jour anger gives me.more pain than your 
SU terrifies mę., I found, that. the 
beauty and virtue of Ifetilone cominanded the 
greateft refpect:; Ah! how fhe deferves. the 
dove of Simouftapha ! > 
«He is too fond of her;”, replied Sętelpe- 
dour ; * and that bas made him. forget both 
his duty and intereft. The. only fon, of the - 
king of the Indies lets not his father know his 
adventures: And, were it not the rofe-bufh 
which was renewed by Benalab, and of which 
1 conftantly renew the verdure; his parents 
would be plunged in forrow. Jemal, » thy 
Yyoutig maftey, muft get rid of this dangerous 
- „charm ; place, thyfelf, without being feen, be- 
twixt. them, and difufe an infećfious odour 
round Iifetilfone, — and-- 
6 Great queen, I will obey;” faid the genius, 
departing. —« Stop wretch PF” faid Setelpedour 
to, it. Thou. art too reąady.”. 
a Śtop. I P> faid fhe to it, having recollected 
herfelf a. moment ; * be more ready to do good 
than in, if thou doft not. wifh to becomę a 
monfter again. I order thee now to take 
care that nothing bad happen the new-mar. 
ried e ” 
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-- Jemal retired ; he could not underftand what 
his fovereign meant, and he believed that fe 
wanted to' try him. Setelpedour fell a victim 
to the viólence óf her pafion. She imagined 
that fhć would get the better of it by facrifices; 
and that fhe might be authorifed to go ón with 
this fcheme ; fhe inftantly called Afmoncha, her 
firft vizir, and havińg made. him fit down at 
her fide, fhe fpoke to bim thus : 

'« Vizir, no object having ever made an im= 
'preffion on my heart, till now I have been in- 
dependent. But I am fo no more. A mortał, 
fugerior to all others, is become mafter of my 
*heart ; it is Simouftapha, the fon of the great 

-king of the Indians. | 

« I know that the pride of the genii, my 
vaffals, difdain "man, becaufe' they generally, 
make a joke of him. "They have forgot that 
they all bowed the knee before the great Maho- 
met, who conquered my father, the powerful 
and immortal Kokopilefobe ” , who ' was ftrip- 
ped of his glory. 

« Our fphere is limited : Of all created be- 
ings, man alone can extend his. The virtues 
of Simouftapha will raife him to the greateft 
eminence, and I wifh tó be partner of his 
o EE = Z as I belicte, my profpe- 


„ity 


/k Kokepilefobe, one of the Arabian ao of Lucifer. 
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rity and honour in view, I'expećt an advice 
from oo A of JR anie” and A 
tion.” 

"Whilft fhe was fpeaking, Afmonchar; witłż 
downcaft ejeś, appeared to be in a deep dream. 
At length, however, he broke filence : «* Great 
queen! faid he to her, yóur meafures are al- 
ways directed by your wifdom, and can only 


fpring from a noble ambition: A at the " ume " 


t me, I fee two difficulties. 

«You have generouśly effefted the iatth of 
the Indian prince and the daughter of the ca- 
liph ; you have render ed it ftroni$ and indiffo+ 
duble againft yourfelf, by the rings that you 


have made them put on. Your fatisfaction 


muft depend on their. agreement. We have 
laws digefted by our fages, of which they them= 
felves keep the records ; they will decide, much 
better than I can, how far they can favour your 
views. It will alfo be more agreeable to enter 
into the connection .which you oSA: with the 
approbation of all your fubjećts, than with thę 
advice of your minifter „alone, who is entirely 
devoted to, your pleafure. lam therefore of 
opinion, - that it may be proper to fignify your 
intention to your. dą whom I fhall L gibygeń 

by your ordef.” 
 Setelpedouz, full of her fcheme, and of the 
means 


s 


* 
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means of forwarding it, did not fee into the , 
defigns of Afnionchar. 

The vizir, full of hypocrify, had no fooner., 
received orders to call the afiembly, than he 
went to Bahlifboull *, the oldeft and moft wick- 
ed fpirit in Ginniftan. Rage gave force and. 
fpeed to his wings. He detefted Bahlifboull ; 
but he wifhed, above all things, to oppofe to 
his fovercign a being who could divert her 
from a purpofe which was more odious to him 
than to any other; for he was really the ge- 
nius who was the greateft enemy to the human 
race.  Befides, he could never hear the name of 
Mahomet, without flying into a violent pafion; 
and their queen wifhed to marry a mufiulman. 
He knew that, by a famous treaty which was 
made between Kokopilefobe and Mahomet, that 
the prophet had referved all the progeny which 
fprung from marriages between the inhabitants 
of the earth, and thofe of Ginniftan. 

Old Bahlifboul! faw his grand-fon approach 
him in a fort of aftonifhment. He informs him 
of the defign of the queen. And -indeed they. 
had, for a long time, plottęd her deftruśtion. 

« I fee,” faid he to Afmonchar, * that you 
are afraid of lofing yóur own intereft with her ; 
the queen is not the only female who hath 


"made an unequał match. She is the daughter 


of 
„ * Bahlifboull, the fame with Beelzcbub. 


22 ARABIAN TALES. - 


of the great Kokopilefobe ; and, in fpite of_ us, 
fhe may claim great freedom. * But, with ree 
fpećt to the laws, you knów me to be the depofi- 
toryof them; and, fince I figned the treaty which 
was entered into with Mahomet; you necd 
neither think to elade nor infringe it.  Afema 
bie the divan ; that is your duty.” | 
Afmouchar returned. Bahlifboull, full of 
wickednefs and ambition, now thinks of de- 

throning the queen, of ruining the grand vi- 
zir, his own fon, and of raifing himfelf upon 
the ruins of the whole. "The divan affembles : 
Setelpedour comes and takes her płace; all the 
genii bow before her; and, when fhe gives the 
fignal, each rifes and takes his feat. "They are 
ignorant of the motive of fo folemn an aflcm- 
bly. Afmonchar is ordered to lay the matter 
before them. 

„'The vizir looks round him, and perceives a 
płace empty: It is that which his great father 
Bahlifbouil fhoujd have filled. He then hefi- 
tates to break filence ; for he is afraid that the 
queen's propofal carry by the majority of 
voices; for a great part of thofe who were 
to vote were of her fex, and, of confegquence, 
hoftile to every law that might tend to' 
„ bridle their liberty, and reftrain their weak- 
nefs. "The reft confifts of fpirits who would 
be proud that they had it in their power to 

: ferye 
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| ferve the queen. "Thus, this minifter faw him- 


felf on the.eve of being fubmitted to the laws 
of a man, and a muffulman. "He curfed Ma- 
homet in the bąttom.of his foul, and felt all his 
firength forfake him 'at once. Setelpedour ur=- 
ged hitn to fpeak. « He was beginning to ftam- 


, mer, when, ona fudden, old Bahlifbouil arrived; 


borne by his minifters, who: conducted him to 
the foot of the throne. 

« Pardon, oh my fovereign ! p faid this dan- 
gerous politician, <* my delay.— Time hath im- 
paired my vigour; age hath deftroyed my 
wings :—I was grievoufly wounded 'by Michaeł 
in our firft great combat; and, in a body like: 
mine, entirely weakened by. age, the wounds are 
always frefh.” 

. Setelpedour received the excufe ź „the ołd 
genius, and ordered him to take his place. Af- 
monchar, encouraged by. the prefence of his 
grandfather, begins, and lays before them the 
fubjećt upon which the queen wifhed to confult 
the divan. * 

The. prefence of Bahlifboulł was a aw to 
them ; they knew his inveterate hatred againft 
the human race : They dreaded his wiłes, his: 
power, and cruelty. If there was a regulation 
in the empire difficult or szok they knew it 
to be from him. 


= 


84 "ARABIAN 'TALFS. 


Setelpedour addrefitd herfelf to the dan gerous 
fage: « You, Bahlifboull, who have feen the 
tbree * reigne; tell me if there has not been 
examples of a connection like that which I wifh 
to form to-day ?” pe | s 

«« Great queen! I could quote laws which 
wotld convince you all. I coułd even give my- 
felf as an example; I have exifted fince the 
time of the fublime genius; your grandfather ; 
and, when we were thrown headlong from hea- 
ven, I fought his battles. He confidered me as 
the oldeft of his children. | 

« Need I recal to the remembrance of otr 
iiluftrious chief the times of our ancient głory, 
and the dreadfu! blow that precipitated us, when 
we thóught ourfelves fure of enjoying it ? 

—« Tranquil and fovereign in our inacceffible 
abódes, they wifhed us to bow the knec to Ma. 
homet. "This daring innovator, whom we have 
feen fneak and reign by turns, feemed to be 
predeftinated to the fceptre of the world ; but, 


in becoming his difciples, we loft our empire. 


This affront appeared to us intołerable, and to 
fubmit mean. We gave over refpećting as a 
beneficent being one who degraded us by an 
romy l ,. unjuft 

* Tde tbree rodne, This alludes to the rcign of Lucjfer, 
before he was thrown down to the earth; to the reign of 


the fame, fpirit, until Mahomet is faid to have difecouraged 
idolatry ; and to the aśtual rcign of Setelpedour, 


= 
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uajuft law; and, animated by juft refentment, 


we took arms. $ 

<< Great Kokopiłefobe and I wiacóaią. an 
equal combat for fome time againft Michael and 
Gibrein. But, at length, our enemies,. led on 
by. Mahomet, fell upon us with fury... We were 
conquered, robbed, driven from our pofleflions; 
and it was with much ado we faved thefe gild- 
cd. wings, . without which we would have bcen 
dafhed to pieces in our fall. 

ść Invited to reign every where, we preferred 
this earth, and formed an alliance with the 
childreń of .men, to people it in concert with 
them. Mahomet perfecuted our new race, and 
deftroyed it by a deluge. 

Inexhauftible in our refources, we. faw -an 
immenfe crowd of peopię flourifh anew ; thefe 
we fubjećted -to our laws. "The earth was co- 
vered with our altars:; s fhe found it dificult 
to rear a fufficient number of. vićtims for the 
facrifices which were offered: to us; and even 
human blood was not fpared. /, . 
+, 5 Provoked at our fuccefi, Mahomet became 
man. And, in order to put a ftop'to our ca- 
xcer, he declared a war againft us, ' more cruel 
than the former. He rtanfacked every thin 
demolifhed our temples, overturned our kadet, 
annihilated our gods and our 'trophies. In fhort, 
we were put to thę neceflity of engaging him. 

VoL. Ibostżetsst H « We 
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« We were fti!! unfortunate: Atlaft, however, 
we obtained a truce. Stripped of his honours, 
the formidable Kokopilefobe retreated into the 
moft remote regions of the fouth. "The throne 
- which you occupy remained fubject to his pow- 
er; bt, by an article of the treaty that I was 
forced to fubfcribe, and of which I depofit a 
copy at the feet of your highnefs, it was agreed, 
that all children of a genius fhould- embrace 
the worfhip of the prophet, and live under 
his dominioni. * | 

ść [t is your part, therefore, great Ghsżni to 
determine whether your defcendents, called to 
independence and głory, muft be reduced to a 
ftate of difgraceful flavery, defpifing the miife- 
ries of the martyr of our faith, even the mighty 
Kokopilefobe.” 

Genius! anfwered the queen, I was ignorant 
of the terms of the treaty you fpeak of; but 
you have concealed from me the infringements 
that have been made upon it inore 'than once. 
With refpect to the inconvenience that may re- 
fult from what I have been thinking of, my 
prudence fhall protect my pofterity; and tell me, 
you who are acquainted with the tenor of our 
charters, if there be any cafe more facred than 
thaf which you have taken notice of ? 

« Sage fovereign!* replied the genius, dif- 
« perfe with my producing it to you. It would 

be 
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be an' obftacłe in' your way. « Ignorance of 
the ław may ferve for an excufe to the per- 
fon who viołates it.*—* I muft interrupt you,” 
„faid Setelpedour ; ** ignorance is a difgrace to 
one of the genii.—I wifh the laws to beknown, 
for it is my'duty to execute them ; and I com- 
mand you to produce it.” „ | 
« "A genius can give his hand to none bu: a 
« virgin,” faid Bahlifboull ; << and a married 
<« perfon cannot become your hufband, unlets 
«you forfeit all your privileges and yoluw pow- 
mer 
Upon this declaration, the qucen .curfed 
„within herfelf both the ław and its interbreter, 
and eafily penetrated into the malicious firata- 
gem of Bahlifboułl, and ó£ the vizir Afmen- 
char. Artifice fucceeding her fury, fhe began 
„ thus: | i 
" « "You have, fage genius! pronounced a fen- 
tence which would błaft all my hopes forever, 
did I not know how far your profound. wif- 
dom and experience, which are coeval with the 
worłd itfelf, exalts you above alk-fpirits; and, 
as you have fo often efcaped the chains: with 
which you have been threatened, there isnone of 
ourlaw$ which you cannot elude. I kope, there- 
fore, that your zeal and attachmeńt towards me 
wiłł induce you to employ your. fagacity in this 
matter. Cannot we, who are legiflators, fet afide 
H 2 this 
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this law ? Or can we find no method of tranf- 
grefling it, without appearing to violateit? Be 
aflured that the motive which hath made me 
aflemble this divan would make me do any 
thing to gratify my defires !* : 

Bahlifboulł triumphed in his own mind at 
the qucen's diftrefs, and her paflion for Simou- 
itapha. He fuppofed her to be as much blind- 
ed by love, as he himfelf was by wickednefs and 
ambition; and he hoped, that, by his perfidious 
meafures, he would nxake her lofe both the em- 
pire of Ginniftan, and the affeśtion of her 
people. 

« Queen P* replied this dangerous hypocrite, 
tc the confidence which you have honoured me 
with ouglit to enfure your glory and fuccefs. 
No engagements can bind thofe who, like you, 
have the right of miaking them. Thefe laws 
which you compłain of were compofed by Ko- 
kopilefobe, during his reign here, and in con 
fequence of circumftances which rendered them 
neceflary. But, if he were now fovereign of 
Ginniftan, he would conduct himfelf in a very 
different manner; and, notwithftanding your 
power has been derived from him, the order 
which ought to reign here depends ónly on 
your wifdom and pleafure. You have not 


yet attained the fummit of that eminence for 


which you were deftined.” 


«c Toa | 
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c« You are the Star of the Seven Seas which 
furround the earth, and you would have al- 
ready, had it not been for the ambitior of your 
predecefior, been the Beneficent Morning Star. 
The Deftinies had, no. doubt, marked out the 
defeat of the great Kokopilefobe ; but his 
undertaking was hoftile to the empire of 
the genii. With refpećt to, his perfonal cou- 
rage, you ought to curfe the fatal excefs to 
which he was carried, when he acknowledged 
the wifdom of the laws of Mahomet. But you, 
who are fovereign miftrefs of your. defires, 
fhould pafs a law that might confirm you inthe 
enjoyment of them.” 

The propofal of Bahlifboull aftonifhed the 
fpirits who did not comprehend its motive. And 
Setelpedour pretended to put the greateft. con- 


„  fidence in the counfels of, the old genius. 


„You prove more and more, faid fhe to him, 


how much a mind, inftructed by adverfity, is 


fuperior to thatwhich knowsnou ght but profperi- 
ty |—Yes, you have convinced me.—I have no 


fcruple in curfing whatever occafioned the mif- 


fortune of my predecefior ; and I am too much 
attached to the human race, not to acknowledge 
'Mahomet to be fuperior to any conimon being; 
but I demand of you a copy of the oath I 
muf take. | 

H 3 z « Ton 
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« Yóu muft repeat, with a firm and diftin(t 
voice,” anfwered the genius, impatient to ac- 
SAR his purpofe; * Curfed be thou; Koko- 

< pilefobe !' thyfelf! thy ambition! and thy 
fchemesP—e You mat, forthwith, renounce 
your religion, i in ofder to eńibracę that of Ma- 
homct, by repeating this profeffion of faith: 

« Achad, 'en, la, illa, cala, a: Mohamad, 
<< Rafoud, Alla.” | 

When the queen appears ready to proncunce 
it, Bahlifboull cafts an expreflive' look upon 
the viżir Afmonchar. "This fignal is immediately 
interpreted by the divan, who with impatience 
wait the event. Setelpedour at length takes the- 
oath. «© You have informed me of matters,” 
faid fhe to the old genius, « and fpoken words 
which I never heard before.—You muft there- 
foóre write, with your own hand, a copy of 
the oath that I am to take.” —« My hand trem- 
bles too much,” faid Bahlifboull.—« You may 
take time,” replied the queen ; « and, after I 
fhall have figned it, I wifh' that you and the 
vizir would carry it to Mahomet.”—« T can nei- 
her write nor wal,” anfwered the genius — 
<£_I muft then repeat, as well as I can, what I 
recollect of it; adding, at the fame time, the 
fentiments of my heart.” She now rifes and 
| fpeaks thus ; : 


('. 4% U. 5 161 Ę '44 Be 
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«r Be thou curfed for ever, infamous Bablif- 
« boulli who, by thy abominable flatteries, didft 
« poifon the heart of. my grandfather, and 
« didft caufe him rebel, againft every, fort „of 
« authority.  Curfe upon thee! principal of 
« diftord, who continually haft the love of 
« order upon thy lips, but corruptión in thy 
c heart! . Curfe upon thyfelf and all thy race 
ć forever! thou infernal fource of thofe evils 
« which defolate the. univerfe ! Curfe . upon 
« thee and thy grandfon Afimonchar | who, ia 
<« pretending to hew me the good road, have 
« digged for me a frightful pit |. May ye in- 
« ftantly be ftript of your wings! May ye be 
« thrown headlong to the earth ! Go.! wallow 
„« among mud and dirt I_—This is my fentence.” 
„Upon hearing this, . which they did not €x- 
peft, the murmuring fpirits  recognifed their 
queen. Her firmnefs commands the attention 
„of the moft wicked. Their fovereign fhines 
forth in the ancient glory which they had for- 
feited. _ Her orders are inftantly executed ; fhe 
difmifles the genii, and the divan breaks up. ! 
Although. Setelpedour reprefents to_herfelf 
the dangers to which her love had expofed. her, 
get śhe fill feels, its darts. „© If thou had'ft 
been witnefs, my dear Simouftapha, faid fbe 
to herfelf, « of all that I have braved for thee— 
"What wouldit thou not facrifice on my account? 
But 


m 
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But what do Ifay! I admire that rigid virtue 
which prompts thee to a refufal at which my 
felflove cannot take offence. Thou woułd'ft 
have loved "me had'ft thou feen me firft; and 
if, by complying with the wifhes of my dear Be- 
nalab, in promoting a fcheme in which he knew 
to intereft me, I had not prefented im a vifion 
the amiable Ilfetilfone, thou would'ft this day 
haye been my flave, and I would have been cer- 
tain of a fidelity which nothing could move. I 
neither wifh to diftrefs thy happinefs, nor that 
"of thy fpoufe; but thou muft love me; thou muft 
- be the fame to me as to her; we muft no longer 
"be tied down to the laws of matrimony ; love 
"and gratitude fhall prefcribe to us other duties.* 

"Thus the grand-daughter of the guilty, but 
brave Kokopilefobe, impofed upon herfelf. 
She poflefied the elevated genius of her grand- 
father, but was ignorant that human blood 
fłowed in her veins. She had nothing in per- 
fećtion but courage and beauty. Her heart, 
however, was pure: She had become fubjećt to 
a law which Bahlifbouil had vaguely explained 
to her ; and time was to make her feel the ef- 
fects of it. 

Eager to fee Simouftapha again, fhe had not 
patience to wait for him in her palace ; for this 
would have been denying herfelf a pleafure 
which fhe could immediately procure, by tranf- 

porting 
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porting herfelf to Bagdad. She therefore calls 
tbe flave of the box. 

« "This night,” faid fhe, ** you muft carry I!- 
fetilfone to Rer hufband's apartment, and you 
muft let me know as fóon as fhe is there. I 
wifh by my prefence to increafe their happi- 
nefs.”—Jemal executes the orders of the fairy 
with his ufual precaution; ŚSetelpedour foon 
learns that the princefs is with her lover; fhe 
inftantly fets out for Bagdad, preceded by Je- 
mal, who went to anrounce to the happy couple 
the arrivał of the queen of the fairies. 

'Phey would have appeared more embarraf_ 
fed, had not the queeh, when fhe arrived, infpi- 
red them with confidence, by reiterated marks 
of afłećtion. She embraced them both, and 
feated herfelf at table betwecn them. 

„. « [run no rifk,” faid fhe, < in coming to 
fup with a mortal, the pupil of my much loved 
Benałab. I have contributed, my dear princefs, 
to procure you the beft of hufbands. Permit 
»ne at leaft. to partake of your felicity. By ma- 
king you perceive the value of fo rare a benefit, 
I wilł continue to protect you both by my coun- 
fels and power. Be not alarmed, therefore, Si- 
mouftapha, at the excefs of my affection for you; 
it is innocent, and fhall never occafion you ei- 
ther diftrefs or AA if you but return my. 

* love; 
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love : Will you pardon him for it,. my dear Ilfe- 
tilfone ?” faid fhe, embracing him. 

« [f my lovery” replied the young and inge- 
nuous princefs, < did not love you, I fhould 
have reafoń to doubt his affećtion for myfelf. 
I have given him my heart; he has therefore two 
to offer you for the goodnefs. with which you, 
load us. Your virtues and charms have made 
too lively an impreflion upon me to refift 
them.” 

<«« You tranfcend what I expected,” replied 
the gueen, * charming princefs ! I feel a fatism 
faction which nothing can augment but the 
fame acknowledgment that I expect from Si- 
mouftapha.” 

<« Great queen! I can only exprefs the fenti- 
ments with which I am animated, by devoting 
-myfelf to your pleafure.” | 

Setelpedour, content with thefe affurances of 
their affećtion, teftified her gratitude during 
the whole of the repaft. "They now gave them- 
fetves wholly up to the prefent pleafures, mu- 
fic, dancing, perfumes, liquors; nothing was 
fpared. But, what is feldom the cafe, thcy 
fpoke fenfibły when all was over. 

<«« Dear prince,” faid the queen, * upon the 
confent of the caliph, which I fhaq foon ob- 
tain, your felicity appears to be complete. How- 
ever, without the greateft precaution on your 

part, 
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part, and the greateft care on mine, it may be 
blafted in a mioment. "The enchanted box 
which Benalab fent you is coveted by Mamouk; 
the curfed magician who formerly pofłefled it. 
It is impoffible for you alwsys to carry this trea- 
fure ; but you got a ring from me which you 
muft never part with, for, it will warn you of 
the dangers to which you will be expofed, and 
at the fame time it will come to your afliftance. 
'Tkat of the princefs will not fhew its properties 
unlefs you be threatened with death, or where 
its aid cannot be difpenfed with. . Remember 
always to fhut your gate and windows againft 
every thing that may come from Egypt.” Af- 
ter this, fhe leaves the pair at liberty, embraces 


them, and difappears. 


The night pafles as the preceding; the days 


' fucceed without any thing remarkable.  Jemał, 


attentive to his duty, is ever ready to fulfl the 
orders with which he is intrufted. The prin- 
cefs is every day tranfported to her lover; and 
every morning fhe is with the caliph. Every 
third day Simouftapha i is carried up to Ginnif- 
tan, to do homage to the Star of the Seven 
Seas: But, whiłe his heart appeared to be ela- 
ted with fuch an agreeable enjoyment, that of 
the Egyptian Mamouk breathed nothing but 
vengeance againft the pofleflor of the wonger- 
ful box, which he is ambitious to recover. /., 
| The 
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The hateful magician faw the ftar of Bena- 
łab grow dim; he followed it; it appeared mo 
more ; it was a prefage of death. "This wretch, 
who dreaded the power of the Perfian philofo- 
pher, might now with impunity recover a trea- 
fure of which the queen of the genii robbed 
him. He muft firft, however, find out inte 
what hands the box has fallen. 

He avails himfelf of the firft equinox, the 
only time favourable to the works of thofe who 
act in concert with fpirits. With his wand he 
makes a fquare, which: he afterwards divides by 
two triangłes; he calculates thefe different fpa- 
ces, which, by furnifhing him with the num- 
ber nine, afford him as many rooms to ftudy 
in, and to follow out the chain of events which 
he feeks. He penetrates with a bright wax- 
candle into each of thefe dark rooms. This 
baneful light fhowed him all the adventures of 
the fage Perfian and the Indian prince, from 
the moment they embarked till they arrived in 
Bagdad. He faw Benalab die, and recognifed 
the magic box in the hands of Simouftapha. 

Naraes, Mamouk*'s fon, as great a mifcreant 
as his father, aflifts. Both examine the mark 
of the box; it appeared to be armed with fteel 
points, and a circle of fire was formed around 
it« The necromancers were not in the leaft 
afraid ; the value of the treafure they were in 

queft 
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queft of blinded them. "The father digged a 
ditch inchis garden at the bottom of an hilłock; 
from this a fountain' immediately fprings forth, 
which he points out to his fon; and fays, 

« Behold the faithful image bf the events 
which await me: As long as this fprinś fhall be 
clear, thou fhalt be at eafe on my actount. IE 
thou fee it grow muddy, fend me aid. * Hf it be 
tinged with blood, I am dead. "Thou muft then 
endeavour to revenge my death ; thou muft try 
to recover our precious treafure, by attempting 
to find out the firares that may have been laid for 
me, and take care to guard againft thofe which 
fhall be prepared for thyfelf.” 

Mamouk at this inftant leaves his fon; and, 
in. order to conceal his fteps, he transforms 
himfelf into 'a cat. Already he had defcend- 
ed from Upper Egypt towards Arabia: The 
ftar which * fhone on py direćłs him 
thither..- 

When Aurora had announced the return of 
the fun upon that part of the globe, he ftopped 
amid delicious gardens, continualły fertilifed by 
the Ilfara and the Aggiala, which from differ- 
ent direćtions wafh the town of Bagdad. Here 
he chofe an afylum among the trees, whofe thick 
foliage was beft for:concealing the fneaking ap- 
pearance he had, afflumed. He knew that be 
coułd' not procure admittance into the houfe of 


VoL. II. l Simou- 


98 KRABIAN TALES, 


Simouftapha, which was guarded by the genius 
of the box, under any form whatever. Wait 
ing, however, till the fun had darted forth his 
rays, he meditates by what means he might 
feduce a perfon to ferve his purpofe. At that 
inftant he chanceć to fee a man whom he pro- 
pofed to found. 

©'A poor gardener, named Abaire, cultivated 
the garden where the magician had ftopped. 
Bent under the. weight of his work, fatigue 
and heat forced from him fome fighs. Ma- 
mouk thought that a man, who was thus in 
anifery, would grafp at any offer to alleviate his 
fufferings and poverty. "Ihe gardener fubfifted 
upon fome bits of bread and of fruit which 
he picked up. . With thefe he filled a little 
bafket for his wife and children; and, when 
night came, he-returned to town with his fcan- 
ty ftock of provifion.: ** Surely,” faid Ma- 
mouk, «if this poor wretch has any place at 
all to lodge in, I will prevail upon him to fhare 
it with me; and I fhall be very aukward if I 
don't make him the inftrument of my fchemes.” 
At thefe words, having reaffumed his naturaj 
form, he hafted to make up to him. 

Good evening, Abaire! faid. he, accofiing 
him ; it is not without troubie that you have 
procured the fruits you carry to your. family. 
Ha! who are you, my good Sir, faid the gar= 

dener; 


ARABIAN TALES. 05 


dener, furprifed to hear himfelf named, who 
fpeak to a poor man like me? t 

« | am a man,” replied Mamouk, « who 
know you as well as you do yourfelf; I could 
name every tree in your garden, and thofe too 
which you take moft care of.. .1 love the poor ; 
and, when I am on a journey, I always lodge with 
them, perfuaded that I fhall want for nothing ; 
for I caufe every thing be brought to me; and I 
find nothiag too good for myfelf, provided I: 
can promife myfelf the happinefs of ASB it. 
with them.” 

« Alas!” faid Abaire, 6 it wou!d be too "e" 
happinefs to flatter myfelf with receiving fuch:- 
a gueft as you ; but we have no bed for you.” 

«« Here are ten pieces of gold,” replied the. 
magician, < with which you may purchafe what: 
is neceflary. | can conceive no greater enjoy- 
inent than that of doing good to the good 
when in need. "There is a fecret in being hap- 

.PY» which I am not afraid of lofing. Luxury 
and opulence harden the heart of the rich ; and, 
whilft the poor man eats his bread with the 
fweat of his brow, what a number of people in 
Bagdad whet their appetite with the choice 
and delicious ragouts of TOWA $—Do you 
know Simouftapha ?” 

now him, Sir! Is there one poor man in 
Bagdad who does not know this generous and 
td Ru com- 
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compaffionate man? We don't live far from 
him; I go often, by my mafter's orders, and 
fell him the moft beautiful fruits of our garden, 
and he always gives me fomething to myfelf.” 

During this converfation they arrived at the 
town; and Abaire condućts his gueft to his 
mean dwelling. < Woman,” faid he, as he 
went in, * I bring thee this good gentleman, 
and you need net afk with what we are to en- 
tertain him ; here my hand is full of gold, and 
I am going to buy a fopha.* 

Mamouk entered a room, whofe whołe fur- 
miture confifted of but two wooden chairs and 
2 table; the wife and chiłdren were almoft na- 
kced; mifery was painted all around him; and, if 
he would have any thing proper, he muft in- 
creafe his prefents. 
| « Abaire,” faid he to him, * I love to do 
good ; here'are ten pieces more of gold, to get 
whatever is wanting. Confult your own decen- 
cy and my intereft for the future.” 

The poor gardener thought that he was 
dreaming when he faw fo much riches: Having 
thanked Providence and the great prophet, he 
goes out to make his bargains. | 
„ The good woman began to give an appear- 
ance of. cleannefs to her houfe. < Let me do 
it,” faid Mamouk; * this trouble is on my ac- 
count, and I wilh to afift you. In the mean 

time; 
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«me, go and buy clothes for gourfelf, your. 
hufband, and children; there are twenty fe- 
quins for that purpofe; they will not offend 
the eye by their luftre; and you muff take care. 
to tell nobody that _you got them from yoer 
gueft. [IF it be difcovered, I muft immediately 
depart from your houfe: What good I can do 
lofes all its -value in my eyes whenever I find 
that it is known. When your hufband fhall 
return, we will think about provifions.” 

The wife of Abaire went out, and promifed 
to herfelf, for the firft time, to keep a fecret in 
which fhe was fo deeply interefted. As po- 
verty had too often put her to the blufh, fhe 
finds it difficult to conceal this bleffing. 

Both foon return; the gardener is not a little 
furprifed to find his houfe in a better condition, 
and his family fo well clothed. "The author of 
this happy change fits down to table with them, 
"and appears to enjoy, with every poflible degree 
of fatisfaction, the fruits of his beneficence. 
But, in fact, he enjoyed only the fuccefs o” the 
firatagem, by which he blinded thefe unfufpect- 
ing creatures, whilft they viewed him in tbe 
light of a beńeficent being. 

The hour of repofe was come. Abaire and 


his wife went to tafte its fweets; whilft the E- 
gyptian was devifing the means of fnatching off 


the treafure which the Indian prince poflefied, 
I 3 tic 
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'He knew, for he had,feen it in the ninth room, 
drawn according to the rules of his art, that 
the prince enjoyed the favours of love every 
night in the arms of his beautiful fpoufe. What 
a favourable time for furprifing him! did not 
the genius of the box watch over. the happy 
«pair ; did not the vigilance of the queen of the 
genii guard them alike from natural and mira- 
culous attacks. 

The magician, impatient to begin his work, 
could reft no longer in the houfe, but tranf- 
formed himfelf into a cat, and ran round the 
houfe.of Simouftapha. The avenues are guard» 
ed againft him ; and, under whatever form he 
prefents himfelf, inevitable death awaits him. 
Seized with terror, he returned to feek for quiet 
at the houfe of Abaire. 

The fole cire of Mamouk is to win the con» 
fidence of the gardener to fuch a degree, that 
he may render him completely the inftrument 
of his infidious defigns. He therefore reaflu- 
med his human figure. 

Next morning he accompanied Abaire to the 
garden, and converfed with him about his art3 
he inftrućcted him in what he did not know; 
he partook of his frugal fare, and quenched his 
thirft from the fame fpring. < You have a 
great many beautiful fruits,” faid he; « but, if 
this garden were your own, I woułd make fuch 

| grow 
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grow in it a$ were never feen een at the ca- 
liph's table.” 

« Alas!* faid the gardener, ** I have only 
two tręes, an applę and a pear-tree, which came 
from the Indies. I planted them on a fmall 
fpot near my own houfe; but the foil did not 
appear to agree with them, for their fruit ne- 
ver ripened.” 

«c Be cautious and prudent,” replied Ma- 
mouk, *« don't fpeak a word, and I fhall make 
your fortune; we fhall work together. Provi- 
ded your wife and children remain ignorant of 
the matter, your two trees fhall produce as 
good fruit as if they had remained in their na- 
tive foil, and had enjoyed the moft favourable 
climate, But, as the leaft whifper may ruin 
every thing, we muft obferve the ftricteft fi. 
lence with refpećt to what we are going to do 
_ together. In a few days you fhall gather from 
PONT pehotrce fruit whofe beauty aj aftonifh 
you.” 

Abaire and Mamouk returned to the cie, 
where a good repaft waited them. Thanks to 
the generous precautions of the magician, who 
likewife added to it whatever could tend to gain 
the hearts of his hofts! 

Next morning the Egyptian anticipated 
the dawn, and went to feek. for the two 
trees which the gardener had mentioned. 

He 
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He had only to open a door, which ufher-' 
ed him in to a fpot of ground about twenty- 
feet fquare. "There the two plants languifhed, 
being deprived of the heat of the fun: 'The 
pear-tree, however, bore one bloflom. When 
Abaire rofe, he perceived the door open, faw 
the magician, and approached him. * You fee. 
how the mofs hath confumed my poor trees.” 
« I rofe,” faid Mamouk, * in order to take it 
off them ; but you fee that the fecond bark is 
green and in excellent condition ; fhut the door; 
let us finifh our work here whilft very body is 
afieep ; I will fhow you a fine thing in a little. 
As this, however, is to make your fortune, 
you muft firft aflure me of your obedience ; 
bind yourfelf to me by a folemn oath; fwear 
by the Koran, and upon my fabre, that you 
will be faithful in every trial, by repeating thefe 
words: <« Every thing that Mamouk will do 
« fhall be for the good of Abaire, and Abaire 
6 will obey every command of Mamouk.” 

The good gardener did not hefitate to enter 
into an engagement which appeared to be alł 
in his own favour. Mamouk makes him bring 
a peg, three knots of cord, and two fpadzes. 

The tools are brought: * Take this cord,” 
faid Mamouk to him, * tie one end of it to 
the trec, and the other to the peg; draw a 

circle 
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circle, at the diftance of three feet from the 
tree, as exaćtly as you can, then loofe the cord 
from the tree, and we.will begin to dig within 
the circle, until we fhall have reftored and gi- 
ven nourifhment to the roots. If wę would 
fucceed, we muft work with method; and ł 
tell you that this is an operation of geometry.” 

In a moment, the fmall fpace which fur- 
rounds the tree is cultivated. 4 Was there a 
bloflom on your tree?” faid Mamouk—* Yes, 
you are perfectly right,” anfwered the credu- 
lous gardener.—* Nothing more lucky for us!” 
replied the magician ; ** approach it, fpeak to 
st, fłatter it! Every objećt in nature enjoys life 
and fenfe, although this does not always ap- 
pear: Say to it, <* My good little bloflom, thou 
« muft produce me a pear larger than any that 
<«« grow in the Indies; I wifh it to be fuch that 
« a man might conceal himfelf in it.” 

- Abaire fmiled innocently when he pronoun- 
ced thefe words. "To effect this, faid he to Ma- 
mouk, it ought to be like the dome of a mina- 
ret.—W e need not trouble ourfelves about the 
likenefs, faid the magictian, we need only a pear 
to anfwer our purpofe. 

„ When the operation was finilhed, our work- 
men fhut the door, of which Mamouk kept the 
key, and they both fet out for the garden, 

' where Abaire was to be employed during the 
day ; 
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day; the Egyptian takes part of the work, 
and accommodates himfelf to him in every re- 
fpect.—Flad a third perfon heard them, he 
would have thonght them fimpletons. 

"The pear-tree appeared to be entirely forgot : 
Honeft Abaire believed"it to be only a childifh 
whim, and that by his complaifance he had 
gratified the humour of one whofe prefence and 
kindnefs relieved his family. 

Fight days pafs without Mamouk fhowing 
the leaft curiofity to fee the effect of what he 
had done. At length, on the ninth day, when 
Abaire was about to go to his bufinefs, as ufual, 
the Eyptian feeming quite ready to go along 
with him, faid to him, « Have you no defire 
to fee what is become of our fruit ?” 

'«6T have, if you think proper,” faid A- 
baire ; © but Iam afraid that we fhalł have 
loft our time in digging at the root of a tree 
which has been three times curfed. I treated it 
in quite a different manner formerly ; but it ne- 
ver throve a whit the better for it. It is true, 
I did not know to fłatter it; however, let us 
go in and fee.” 

- One may naturally conjećture, that the good 
gardener, accuftomed to his ordinary work, and 
to regular produćtions, had no thought of find- 
ing fuch a phenomenon upon a branch where 
he had left nothing but a parched and lan- 

guilhing 
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guifhing bloffom. What then muft. have 
been his aftonifhment, when he faw, hanging 
in the fame place, a pear -of fuch a prodigious 
fize, that it was four times larger than any one of 
the fame kind that had been ever feen. I could 
never have believed it, faid he in his furprife ; 
to whom fhall I fell this pear? If I carry it to 
the palace, the officers of the caliph will give 
any thing for it, and will be proud to get it: If 
I fhow it to Simouftapha, he will fpare no price. 
« You are in the right,” faid Mamouk; « he 
will pay you better than any body elfe; and be- 
fides, he will confider himfelf as much indebted 
to you. "lake courage, my dear Abaire, your 
tree fhall forthwith fourifh like the rofe-bufh 
in May, and none but Simouftapha can pay you 
for thefe fruits. Go, put your pear upon a 
plate, and cover it.with a linen cloth ; you muft 
feize the moment when Simouftapha fhall be 
before his fhop, and you muft pafs before him as 
ufual. He will be curious to fee your fruits ; 
draw his attention to this pear till he defire 
and covet it, and you are certain of an exor- 
bitant price; but I told you that I wifhed to en- 

„_ ter into the pear ;. I wifh to do it ftill.”* 
« Ah! certainly I don't oppofe it,” faid A- 
baire fmiling; <* make yourfelf fo little that 
you can find room in it; you will have the ap- 
pearance of a very fine kernel. —* Do you wifh 
me 
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me then.to become a kernel init 7 —« Yes, 
if it is poflible.” —« Order me to be jez 
« Well! I order you to be it.*—* Pull out the 
fialk then, in order to open the door to me.” 

Abaire being in good humour, wifhed to car= 
ry on the joke, and made a fmall movement, 
as in order to pull away the ftalk of the fruit ; 
jt ftuck. to his hand, and gave him great 
pain. 

« "This is a fmall ieiocióć: faid Mamouk; 
<< for without this, I fhould have ftopped at the 
door. Put the ftałk into its place again; go, 
feek your platć, endeavour to make up to your 
man ;—the fruit will appear no lefs -curious to 
him ;—it "has loft nothing of either its fize or 
tafte.—Next week we will get better ones to eat.” 

"The gardener having gone to feek the plate, 
returned, but did notfind Mamouk. Heimagined 
that he had gone to fee the pear-tree, and hav- 
ing no need of him to help him in felling his 
fruit, he fets out without the leaft uneafinefs 
for the houfe of Simouftaphd. 

" Mamouk abufed the firnplicity of Abaire com- 
pletely. "This impoftor, ftript of the half of his 
power, reduced to a paflive condition by a fu- 
perior power, has been forced to transform the 
ignorant gardener into a magician, without his 
fufpećting it. Heafiociated him with himfelf, and 
made him artfully command whatever it was his 

Own 
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«xn intereft to execute. Such are the dangers 
of ignorance ! 

Scarce had Abaire turned his back, in ordet 
to go and feek the plate, when the Egyptian, 
faithful to the command which he made be 

given to himfelf, diminifhes the fize of his body; 
andenters into the pear, that he may there aflume 
the form of a kernel. Were they to cut the 
pear without cutting the ftone, and efpecially, if 
they were to be charmed with the delicious tafte 
of the fruit, the wretch Mamouk would recovet 
his lofs, and complete his vengeance. 

Hitherto every thing tended to favour the 
wiews of. the cabalift : Simouftapha is at the 
gate when Abaire pafies, and makes him fhow 
his fruit. The gardener faid that he was going 
to prefent it to the caliph himfelf, and that he 
would get two hundred fequins for it. Give it 
to me, faid Simouftapha, you fhall not have to 
go far, here are two hundred fequins,. and 
fifty more for the honour you do me in giving 
me the preference. . 

Abaire, elated with his good fortune, left 
both the plate and cleth, to embrace him to 
whom he was indebted for fo much money: He 
returns home with eagernefs, but does not find 
Mamouk.—He fuppofes him to be in the gar- 
den without the city; he runs to it, but does 
not find him there; he feeks him every where; 
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and demands him from the sry ZÓOE rivers- 
and echoes in vain. 

During this fruitlefs fearch Simouftapha i impa- 

 tiently waited the hour when he fhould enjoy the 


charms of the charming .llfetilfone, and offer 
her the moft beautiful fruit fhe” had ever feen 


upon the earth. 

Night was come; the genius had done its du- 
tys the happy pair are drefled in the prefents 
of their charmińg protećtrefs ; the clothes, the 
rings, the necklace, the diamond chain, inter- 
woven with the hair.—In fhort, nothing is for- 


got. 


The myte eunuch pocdkidta the. beautiful fruit. 


which the. Indian prized fo much ; Ilfetilfone 


admires it, and finds that it has a moft exqui- ' 


fite flavour. "They hear a little noife as they 
cut the pear ; a kernel efcapes from it, and leaps 
upon the ground. 





'The fatal bit. had already: touched the lips of | 


the two łovers ; Simouftapha cries aloud ; the 
ring having pricked him, . occafions a violent 
pain. — Ifetilfone lets fall the bit which fhe 
held ;. the prince makes an effort to pull off her 


- finger the jewel which hurts her ; and this calls 


the genius, the flave of the ring. 
It was of an ugly frightful fhape ; the prin- 
cefs fainted when fhe faw it.—What art thou ? 
; ; | What 
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What do'ff thou want with me? faid Simoufia- 
pha to it. I am the flave of the ring which 
my miftrefs gave thee, anfwered the phantom.; 
I warn thee that thou art in the greateft dan- 
ger; thy enemy is in the houfe:; that fruit is 
poifoned ; I fly to the aid of the box; when it 
fhall be out of danger I will return.* i 
Simouftapha and' his flaves afifted the prin- 
ce.  Jemal, during this time, fhut up in the 
magic box, defended himfelf, as well as he 
could, againft the'attacks of his former mafter, 
whofe power he dreaded. Mamouk applied an 
inchanted ring to the lock of the cheft in which 
the box was fhut up ; the lock opened, and, at 
the fame inftant, the genius who guardcd it 
fubftituted another in its place. "This confiićt 
was renewed fix times; and Jemał was at lait 
about to yield, when the genius of the box ar- 
rived: 
- Infamous wretch ! faid he to Mamouk, thou 
fhalt die by no hand but mine. At the fame 
time, he exhales up all the air in the room, and 
lifts his arm to ftrike the Egyptian, who falls to 
the ground like one fuffocated. He'is immedi- 
ately caft into chains; robbed of <his- magic 
ring, his wand, his book of mchantments, and 
thrown upon the floor; ftript of his power, and 
half dead. | dan * 
Ko - . After 
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-' After this victory, the genius of the ring 
came to inform Simouftapha of the dangers to 
which he had been expofed by the ftratagem of 
Mamouk. * Come,” faid he, « view your e- 
nemy, and difpofe of him, not according to the 
goodnefs of your heart, but according to the 
badnefs of his.” , 
$imouftapha followed the geńius intó the 
room, but Mamouk was gone.—Curfed magi- 
cian I I inexhauftible in refources ! faid the ge-- 
nius, what force Kath enabled thee to efcape ? 
But thou waft bound and could'ft not get off, 
He advifes Simouftapha, therefore, to take the 
box, to call Jemal, and to caufe them feek in 
concert the wretch who wifhed to efcape. 

"The two genii fóund him in the garden, where: 
he was begun to rid himfelf of his irons. But, 
upon feeing his adverfaries, he plunges into the 
canal ;: Immediately twobanks are formed, which 
fhut himup. Upon this he jerks into the air, like 
a drop of water; but he is conftrained to falt 
back into a bafon which they had made for him : 
Fe is now forced to evapórate into fłame ; but a 
thick vapóur, which rifes on every fide, thwarts: 
this fcheme. 

Fróm this mixture of elements, the canal ap= 
pears filled with quick burning lime, which they 
were afraid to approach : 'Fhe genius of the ring 
throws intoą two PS, of the pear; in an 
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inftant they diffolve; then the genius, addrefling 
Simouftapha, fays to him, 

Prince! pronounce fentence upon this wretch; 
we are ready to execute it: fay to him, 

"« Infumous magician! I fhut you up in your 
works, and with your works, that you may be 
punifked by your works.” 

Simouftapha pronounced the fentence.—T he 
rhagician on a fudden became a fhapelefs mafs 
of marble, of the figure of a cat, refembling 
thofe frightful ftatues which were feen among 
the idolatroue before the coming of the prophet. 

The genius carried out of the garden this 
horrid image. | 

Simouftapha returned to his fpoufe, who, al- 
though recovered from her firft fright, yet was 
not without alarm on his account. Upon feeing 
him, fhe recovered her fpirits, They enter to- 
gether into the clofet where the box was pla- 
ced ; Simouftapha touches it, and Jemał ap-. 
pears- | i 

Sir, fays the genius, what do you want with 
your flave ? I want you to relate to me all the 
particulars of the event which has juft now hap- 
pened. | 
- Tt places itfelf aftride upon the box, and 

obeys the orders of Simóuftapha: It defcribes 
the machinations, the journey, and the arrival 
of Mamouk the magician at py": ; it alfo 

K 3 relates 
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relates hów he 'deceived the gardener ; how he 
lodged at his houfe ; his transformations ; the 
inchantment of the pear-tree ;-the manner in 
which he introduced himfelf to Simouftapha, 
whHostarried to itfelf the fruit im the kernel'of 
wliich the traitor had conćealed himfelf ; how 
he'came out óf it when. the pear was cnt. [ft 
deferibes its own conflict in the box, where it 
śncefantly oppofed a frefh touch to that which. 
the magic ring of the Egyptian deftróyed. « 

"From this box, in which it was intrenched,. 
in order to defend it, it had feen the genius 
of the ring come to its afliftance. Tt relates how 
theconjurer had bećńthrown down, bound, ftript 
of his magic; ahd how that the very inftant the 
genius of the! rińg went out of the clofet, fpirits, 
fent from tke lower Egypt to aid Mamouk, by 
'his fon Naraes; had come ta” carry him fud- 
denly of, ańd had put him in a condition ta 
"make. the laft conflićt, in which he had at 
length yielded. 

-"Thefe explanations having confumed part of 
the night, the two conforts had fcarce time ta 
'eongratulate themfelves on their -good luck in 
having efcaped fo many ftratagems, fuch dan- 
*gerousattacks, and fuch well concerted fchemes. 
Tfetifone is obliged to truft: herfelf to the care 
*6f the faithful Jeinal, and: to return to the ca- 
fighós palace im her'ufiial carriage. 
| krys 
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bath that quiet which fuch zob bior had 
caufed him lofe. He. afterwards made ready 
to fet out for Ginniftan.. He had recourfe tą, 
the box,  invoked the genius of it, fet out, and 
arrived: in the prefence of the queen of the ge- 
nii, to whom. his: ARSĘRA: had rendered him 
dearer: | 
She comes into his ao and tefiifcs to 
him, by the tendereft, caręffes,, the „warm part 
fbe had. taken, on „account of „his misfortune. 
She fpares the young prince the relation 'of an 
adventure, «of which fhe knew. the. minuteft 
particular ; but-fhe avails herfelf of this circum- 
ftance, in order te induce him to. watch with 
care the ring and the box. , She. puts.him, on 
his guurd againft the attacks of „the fon of Ma- 
mouk, as dangerous as bis father. „<< „In vainy” 
faid fhe to him,. * fhall I „have my eyes always 
upon you, and. furround you by the powers 
which are fubjećt to me, if you. don't endea- 
vour:to fecure yourfelf againft. the fnares of men. 
My afiiftance difplays itfelf, only.by fupernatu- 
tural means; take care of. yourfelf; put your- 
felf in a condition that you may turn. your vir- 
tues and wifdom to your 'advantagć, after tbe 
example-of your mafter Benalab.” 
Let us here finifh the falutary counfels of the 
Tueeh, and the. warm gratitude of Simouftapha. 
He 
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Fie took leave of the queen; the genius con- 
ducted him back to Bagdad, where political 
movements' pave the way for miore interefting 
events, 

The caliph, having trkód that the cityof Da- 
mtulcus was befieged by two hundred thoufand 
infidels, caufed an order be iflued to all Mufful- 
mans to take arms, and follow him, to give re- 
lief to this important place. i 

Upon this Simouftapha feels a fentiment na- 

tural to great fouls: He is indamed with zeal 
śnd courage for the żrae faith. "The love of glo- 
ry, and the defire appearing worthy of his mif- 
trefs, makes him pant after the laurels, and trace . 
the footfteps of the commander of the faithful. 
He therefore calls Jemał. 
, © You have juft now heard,” faid he to the 
genius, « che proclamation of thę caliph. I 
wifh to fecond his views: Make them bring me 
a horfe immediately, and amour fuitable to my 
rank and birth.” 

The genius ćleaves the air, and informs Se- 
telpedour of the intention of the young prince ; 
the queen applauds his purpofe, and wiłhes to 
put the hero in a condition of attaining the 
greatnefs for wkich he is deftined. She alfo 
orders for him one of the moft beautiful horfes 
that cań be found ini any of the three Arabias. 

"The 
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HThe emiflaries make their choice at Sardie, 
an uninhabited diftrict, three days journey from 
Damafcus, where the beft horfes are to be met 
with : They find one to which no other could 
be compared. He was of the breed of Gelpha, 
which had mounted the great prophet, when, 
after having ereGted his victorious ftandard 
on the towers of Medina, he over-ran Pale- 
ftine and the two Syrias, and foon made all 
Afia bend under the ftrokes of his glorious 
feymitar, and the wife laws of the divine Ko- 
ran. | : 

The nativity of the horfe deftined for Simou- 
ftapha, caft, at the very moment of his birth, 
by the wifeft aftrologers, prefaged that he was 
to ferve under the greateft prince in the world, 
and eftablifh: the happinefs and duration of two 
powerful empires. ' 

The difpofitions of this animal completely 
Juftified the decrees of his deftiny : Tractable, 
active, fpirited, capable of any fatigue, he WaS 
never the flave of his appetites ; he endured thirft 
and hunger without the leaft alteration on his 
Yvigorous conftitution; he could live without 
fleep, and feed on air. He added to thefe ex- 
cellent qualities thofe of the readieft obedience, 
the moft acute underftanding, and a firm ate 
tachment to his mafter: How many nen were ' 
inferior to him ? 

Sctel- 
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Setelpedour wifhed to fee the horfe deftined 
for her favourite; the fteed neighed for joy that 
he was going to make his appearance before the 
queen of the genii, and contribute to the glory 
of the hero whom fhe protected: He was in- 
troduced to Ginniftan ; he excited the admira- 
tion of Setelpedour : A harnefs worthy of his 
beauty, but without any extraordinary fhow, is 
immediately provided for him; he is loaded 
„with the complete armour of the prince. 'The 
chirafs, and the other neceflary pieces, are made 
of fteel-plates of Damafcus; the fcymitar is of” 
a temper which nothing can refift : Alł his arms 
are qf a fable hue. Simouftapha was waiting 
with impatience upon the terrace of his houfe 
for the return of Jemal, when he brought in into 
the court the haughty fteed. 

At the fight of fo RADA a prefent, the 
young prince fecis himieif penetrated with gra- 
titude, and filled with new ardour ; ; he burns to 
fignalife his courage; but love fil throws fome' 
obftacles in his way. ! 

- When the genius, favoured by the fhades ef 
nięht, had carried IHetilfone from the palace of' 
the caliph, and united tlie two conforts; when 
the beautiful princefs was informed of the de-' 
figns of her lover, fhe loft the ufe of her fenfes ; 
fhe recovered only to abandon herfelf to more 
cruel defpair, and the night was fpent in tears. 

Although 
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Although the caliph had departed, Simoufta- 
pha, facrificing his glory to the tender concerns 
of love, left his fteed to champ the bit with im- 
patience; he makes the air re-echo with his 
neighing ; Jemal can hardły reftrain him; he 
wifhes for the faddle and bridle; and his foot . 
feems to ftrike the hours which ought to have 
warned Simouftapha of his departure. 

More than a day elapfed before Simouftapha 
could tear himfelf from the arms of Ilfetilfone, 
whofe alarms he dreaded. Setelpedour faw his 
diftrefś, blufhed for his weaknefs; but, anxious 
for his glory, runs up to him. 

« You fail in your duty,” faid fhe to him; 
« you forfeit your glory and the fafety of the 
ftate in which you live; you languifh under a 
fhimeful weaknefs; depart inftantly; if you he- 
fitate a moment, ł give you entirely up. x 
flave is ready to condućt you to Damafcus ; 
fhall take care of your fpoufe; receive my AJ 
ing.” 

Upon hearing this, Simouftapha recognifes 
his weaknefs, and blufhes on account of it; he 
falls at the knees of the fairy, and implores her 
pardon and protection. 

He mounts his fteed, which, quick as lighten- 
ing, tranfports him to Damafcus ; and he is con- 
ducted by the genii the flaves of the fairy. Ha- 
ving reached an eminence, he gets ą view of 


the 
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the city. "The infidels were affaulting it; the 
- army of the/caliph had come to clofe quartets 
. with tke enemy, and were labouring under a 
manifeft difadvantage: The twe wings were 
broken, and had given way. 

The ftandard of Mahomet pointed out the. 
place where Haroun Alrafchid fought. He was 
in the middle of his army ; the infidels prefied 
hisbattalions; and, having almoftreached himfelf, 
this illuftrious foVercign was ready to £dl a vic- 
tim to their fury. 

Świfter than lightening, Simouftapha is in the 
midft of the carnage; every ftroke of his fcy- 
miter carries death along with it; every ftep of 
his, horfe tramples the infidels. In a moment 
he delivers his fovereign from the dangers that 
threatened him : His thundering voice firikes 
terror into the enemy, but reanimates the 
drooping fpirits of the Mufulmans. They are 
all rallied under the ftandard of the facred pro- 
phet, which Simouftapha had feized ; he waves 
it in the middle of the battalion which he had 
juft formed, At this fignal, the fouls of the 
warriors are infpired with frefh confidence; the 
combat is renewed with more vigour; but death 
fhifts its ground ;_it feizes upon that of the in- 
fidels, and fpreads havock around. "The ar- 
. dour of his fteed carries him through all the 
ranks in an inftant. He takes the command 
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into his own hand; every one obeyed: "The 
cominanders and the foldiers took him to be 
an angel from heaven fent to their relief; he 
made part purfue the runaways, whiMt he, with 
the reft of the army, advanced under the walls 
of Damafcus. 

The ladders which had been prepared 4 the 
afiault are deftroyed, the afailants are tumbled 
headieng from the walls, and the gates of the 
city are .thrown open to its deliverer. 

Simouftapha marches in triumph at the head 
of the conquerors; the crowd, as he pafies, 
fall down to embrace his knees; and the pre- 
ferver of Damafcus receives the homage of a 
people in whofe behalf he had difplayed fo 
much valour. "They advance towards the prin- 
cipal mofque, to thank Heaven and Mahomet 
for fuch a fignal deliverance. Haroun does not 
lofe fight of the objećt óf his gratityde : Simou- 
ftapha, having pulled down his vifier, kept him- 
felf however near the caliph. When they ar- 
rived at the gate of the mofque, he alights, 

and approaches in a moft fuppliant manner to 
do bomage to his fovercign, by affifting him to 
difmount. 

Haroun politely accepts the afliftance, of 
the young warrior ; but he „is diftrefied to fee 

a wound on the hand which is. prefented to 
him, and which i is covered with blood. — 

— VoL. II. L "_. o Waliant 
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Valiant hero, faid he to him, you are wound- 
ed?— Great commander of the faithful, an- 
fwered the Indian prince, the wound is by no 
means dangerous, for I feel no inconvenience 
from it.—Nobłe warrior, the heat of the action, 
and your intrepid courage, have made you for- 
get it; but we fhall not enter the mofque with- 
out drefling your wound. Your goodnefs af- 
fećts me much, e€xclaimed Simouftapha; the 
duties in which you are going to be engaged 
ought to precede thofe which concern only the 
meaneft, but moft devoted of your fubjects. 

"The caliph was charmęd with this token 
of fubmiffion : Brave Muflulman, faid he, ta- 

"king a handkerchief, upęn which his name was 
written in letters of gold, from his girdle, con- 
defcend at leaft to keep your hand from the air, 
by wrapping it up in this handkerchief, till we 
may have it in our power to give you other 
relief. | 

Simouftapha obeyed. [They entered the 
mofque, which immediately re-echoed with 
the fongs and thankfgivings of all the people. 

After this the caliph goes to the palace that 
had been defigned for him during his ftay at 
Damafcus : Several oflicers, who had had the 
courage to keep aloof during the combat, be- 
came now jealous of their places, that they 
might accompany him in bis triumph.  Si- 

mouftapha, 
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mouftapha, regardlefs of fuch frivolous prefer- 
ments, leaves them without being noticed, 
mounts his hdrfe, and difappears on a fud- 
den. 

He had facrificed to glory whatever was pro- 
per; it is time now to alleviate the diftrefs of 
his miftrefs: His intelligent fteed appeared to 
partake of his impatience ; he fcarcely touches 
the road as he fcours over it ; and Simouftapha 
foon revifits the much longed for watch-towers 
of Bagdad. 

During his abfence, the beneficent queen w 
the genii woułd not fuffer Ilfetilfone to a- 
bandon herfelf to diftrefs. "The firft night, 
therefore, that the prince departed, fhe or- 
dered.thę genius to convey to her the ca- 
łiph's daughter. What muż have been her 4- 
ftonilhment when fhe awoke, to find herfelf iu 
the arms of the queen, inftead of thofe of Si- 
mouftapha ? 

Don't be difconcerted, faid Stiehodcit to 
her, embracing her tenderly, your hufband 
muft attend to his duty under the colours of 
the caliph. Your happinefs depends, more 
than you imagine, upon the fervice which, he 
has it in his power to do him ; it is not a fruit- 
łefs glory which he afpires at. I fhall watch 
over his fafety as wełl as I cań; and I would 
fight 0 his fide were I allowed; but I am 
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fubjećt to a different ław. It is diftrefing for me 
that the merit of Simouftapha hath infpired me 
with łove; arid that my partiality towards him 
hath madę the malevolent fpirits of my empire 
rebel. "I have! already punifhed them; and I 
ziń determined tó put them all tą defiance, as 
we have ftill more dangers to encounter. , 

Be of good chear, amiable princefs, afift me 
in procuring happinefs to him whom,we love 
more tlian life itfelf, by not multiplying the 
caufes of his difquiet ! Reproach him not for a 
feparation, which his glory and your common 
intereft rendered neceflary. You fhalł fze him 
again in a fhort time; truft yourfelf to the 
wifdom and the care of the queen of the genii. 

Ifetilfone was comforted, and immediately 
carried back to the pałace of her father. 

Whilit the commander of the faithful is re- 
pairing in proceffion to the palace deftined for 
him at Damafcus, he looks around to difcover 
the hero to whom he otwes his fafety, that of 
his army, the relief of Damafcus, and complete 
vićtory: Hie does hot pereeive him: IHe orders 

"him to be fought for every where: Inquiries 
are fruitlefs. He makes his heralds at arms 
proclaim it both within and without the city, 
but without fuccefs. "The warrior had difap- 
peared with his” fteed; he ze not raifed A. 
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wiiier of his helmet, therefore every thing re- 
mains unknown with regard to him. : 

"The people perfift in believing that heaven 
had fent an angel to their relief ; but the blood 
which Haroun had feen fiowing was that of a 
human being ; the handkerchief which he bad 
given him was ftained with it. 

"The commander of the faithful, in diftrefs, 
becaufe it was not in his power to teftify his 
gratitude to his benefaćtor, and informed that 
the Infidels who had efcaped the flaughter were 
embarked, provides for the future fecurity of 
Damafcus, and returns to Bagdad at the head 
of twelve thoufand knights, after having dif- 
banded his army. 

Already had Simouftapha enjoyed. the plea- 
fure of revifiting his affectionate fpoufe, and of 
thanking their amiable protećtrefs. Spending 
the days with the one, and the nights with the 
other, he was as happy as a mortal could be. 

He informed his dear Ilfetilfone of every par- 
ticular of his military atchievements; and they 
were ftill more interefting to this amiable prin- 
cefs, in proportion as they had contributed to 
the glory of the caliph. She took the hand- 
kerchief in which the hand of her lover was 
wrapped, and bedewed every now and then 
with her tears the characters which exhibited 
to her the name of her father, and the ftains 
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*of the błood that had been fhed in his defegee. 
«'q wiłł keep this handkefchief;*- faid fhe; «i 
ówilł always *calł to my remmćmbranće that mo- 
ment wkKcn "the object f'my tendernefs was 
8 by that'of my love. 50 080 0 
4 In*the mean while the caliph arrives, amid 
the acclimationś of: the inhabitants of Bagdad ; 
triiimphał arches żre: raifed to his reńown; he 
*inds an adeqirate compeńfation for his labours, . 
« "in the aftection of his fubjedts, and the tender- 
_nefs of" his farńity. "Zobcida anid her daughter 
dćmonftrate their tranfports: of joy by the moft 
lvely careffes; but the caliph, wearied with fo 
"many honours, thińks of nothing but the ftran- 
ger warrior, who had denied him the pleafire 
"of rewarding him. « He'received from me no- 
"thing but'a 'kandkerchief to cóver' his wound,” 
faid the mońarch 3 6 it is' the ónly fatour he 
"would accept; but I have promifed ten thou- 
£nd fequins tó that perfon who fhall' inforu 
me of his name, his condition, and” whey d 
"he divest * (1 fhali reward him who faved the 
'fłandard of the holy prophet' -ftomi the hands 
of the Infidels; who delivered my "people, 
and to whóm I owe my life and'my ćrówn. It 
"is in vain that lie denies' himfelf" the honours 
that are due to him; I will celebrate a feftival 
3n his honotr, *rhich" fhaH bring all Damaf- 
Ea. us to' "Bagdad to witnef$ his extraordinary va- 
tour: 
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lour. I cannot reprefent the features of „his 
' face accurately, as he 'never lifted. the vifier of 
"his helmet; but I will reprefent his armour, „of 
which I have a diftinćt idea, and his fteed full 
of fire. Sure there'will. not.bę a. Muflulman in 
"my empire -who: will:not; bę,eager to witnęfs the 
celebration. of -the; feftival,.. in honour of -the 
"hero of the fable arms; and he fhall not be 
dong unknown to thofe who hall be Rielenk at 
the warlike-folemnity./; 

Nfetilfone was delighted with the encomiums 
"łavifhed upon Ber lover, and.the enthufiafm of 
"the: caliph.- „Flow cften bad fhe almoft „bcen 
"tempted to fay, 4 1 know him, the hero of 
«the fable arms, the conqueror of the Infidels, 
"and alfo my conqueror:”. 

The orders of Haroun are executed : The fef- 
tivals held for the relief of Damafcus continued 
thirty days; the two laft;of thefe are fet apart 
for a military reprefentation of the exploits of 

* the knight of the -fablę: arms. 'Thefe-feftivals 
accomplifhed thę.views.of the;caliph. by means 
*quite unconnected with thofe wikięh this mo- 
narch bad thoughtrof. - 

The laft day ać the fefival, ae Zobeida. was 
"upon the balcony with her daughter, 2 coup de /- 
kil ftruck the. young princefs; fhe uttered a 
loud fhriek, and fell upon the bofam of her mo- 

ther. "While. fhe' was afording relief to her 
daughter, 
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daughter, fhe perceived fymptoms which could 
not be mtftaken ; her bofom difcovered the ef- 
fećts of a conjugal union: Alarmed with this fur- 
prifing_ difcovery, fhe runs inftantly to the ca- 
liph, to inform him of fo important a fecret: It 
was not by conjectures that fhe formed her con- 
clufion; complete certainty convinced her of it: 
'They go together into the apartment of Ilfetil-- 
fone, to draw fróm her a confeflion which con- 
cerned their glory and their repofe. 

« For feveral months,” fays the princefs, « I 
have been carried off. every night without per- 
ceiving it; I am tranfported through the air, and 
conveyed into a chamber magnificently furnifh- 
ed, and find myfelf in the arms of a man who 
is unknown to me; but who, I confefs, has in- 
fpired me with the moft tender paflion.” 

From this recital of his daughter, the caliph 
eafily judged that fome miraculous inchantment 
had feduced her, and thought it unreafonable 
to reproach her for a fault, which, from jts na- 
ture, feemed to be excufeable. 

Madam, fays he to Zobeida, it appears that a . 
genius is enamoured of our daughter; our op- 
pofition would only irritate it 3 we muft recom- 
mend her, as well as ourfelves, to the protec- 
tion of the holy prophet. Saying this, he em- 
braces his daughter, as ufual, and leaves her to 
that repofe which fhe ftood fo much in need of. 

Zobeida 


ARABIAN TALES. 129 


Zobeida imitates the RZ cónidućt of her huf 
band. Elm UN90 
Ilfetilfone fatters Kerfelf that fhe wall be able 
ta inform her lover the followmg night, that he 
may takć care to bring the handkerchief, and 
make knowii in the palace the knight of the fa- 
ble arms: He muft arrive there with his fpi- 
rited fteed, and all his accoutrements of war. 

"he caliph affembles his privy council, the 
members of which were Giafar and Mefrour. 
Giafar receives the information with aftonifh- 
ment : Mefrour is lefs furprifed ; he had, for a 
long tine, perceived that it was impoffible te 
awake the guard which was fiationcd at the a- 
partment of the princefs. 

What method fhall we fall upon, fays the ca- 
liph, to find out and furprife the inchanter of my 
daughter ? every night fhe is lifted up in the air. 
I have a little device in my head, fays Mefrour, 
which we mnay make ufe of immediately. I have a' 
phofphoric fubftance which I received from an a- 
ftrologer; it is compofed of an oil extracted from 
an animal callód a Bafilifk : Wheńever it is in the 
open air and' in motion it flames without burning. 
I am going to pour fome drops: of. it upen the 
coverlet of the princefs; it will dry inftantly, and 
retain mo finell. : As foon as they are in the c- 
a > a = emit partlng: eh which 

r 9/01 will 
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will ferve to conduct the perfons who are to 
follow her into the houfe of the feducer. 

The caliph approves the fcheme : Mefrour 
goes to put it in execution; and Giafar warns 
the judge of the police, who was to follow 
the meteor wherever it went, and get the houfe 
inftantly furrounded. Five hundred men are 
immediately appointed to run after the new 
conftellation which was to appear that night; 
but the fecret remains betw een the caliph and 
his counfellors. | 

Night came; the genius not having caft 
its eyes upon the earth, was ignorant of what 
was doing there, and obeyed, as ufual, the or- 
ders of Simńouftapha, and went to carry off the 
princefs. 

Scarce had it got above the palace, when the 
phofphoric fubftance fhone with all its luftre ; 
the guards from every quarter purfue it; the 
genius had good eyes, but it did not fee every 
thing. It carried its charming load into the a- 
partment of the Indian prince, illuminated with 
a hundred wax candles. "The light of the phof- 
phoric fubftance difappeared entirely ; and the 
guards, rufhing in an inftant from every part of 
the town, furround the houfe of Simouftapha. 

'The young prińce heard the noife, rubbed his 
ring, examined the box; the two genii appear- 
ed. "They were ordered to obferve what paf- 

fed; 
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fed; and, above all, to defend the houfe againft 
the danger with which it was threatened. Ina 
moment they converted both the doors and 
windows into a folid wall. y 

The judge of the police caufed awake the 
neighbóurs, to afk them where the door of Si- 
mouftapha's houfe was. The good people rub- 
bed their eyes, but could not find it ; they light- 
ed feveral flambeaux, but all to no purpofe. 
The judge became quite impatient. Giafar and 
Mefrour arrived ; and, ever fince the latter had 
difcovered the fecręt of the Bafilifk oil, he ima= 
gined his invention to be adequate to.any thing. 
As ke finds no door, therefore, he caufes 
mount the terrace with ladders; the houfe is 
furrounded in an inftant ; and there is nothing 


wanted but batteriug-rams, hooks, and teftu- 


does, to make a complete fiege. Forty ladders 
are made, each feveral feet higher than the 
houfe ; every one ftrives to get the ftart of a- 
nother, allured by the hope of plunder ; but, 
the more hafte the befiegers make, the worfe 
they fucceed ; the ladders fink into the earth, 
in proportion as they mount the fteps, til they 

difappear altogether. 
<« Ceafe then to kick about,” exclaimed the 
judge of the police; ** are you afraid? Mount 
then.”—Let us exert our whole ftrength upon 
it, faid fome of them; and indeed they werc 
over- 
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overwhelmed with fatigue, without being able. 
to get an inch from the ground. "The judge,. 
his patience belng wórń Out, alights from his 
*hoffe, id urgćs he affailants with grcat kcen- 
hefs: 146 Mouńt, therefore; quicker.* — —« By 
IMahómćt" mówht jt yourfelf,” faid they to the 
jndge, *£ for the ladders are bewitched !” 

'©'fhe judge having lóft his. patience, mounts 
tle laddćr in his robe. * He wifhes to take two 
fieps: 4t Ohce, that hć may mount quicker ; but, 
as the Tadder finks in proportión as hć attempts 
to motint,: he lofes tis A: 4dd is entangled 
with his robe. 

A. geńeral laugh followed this unexpected 
fall. Notwithftanding this, the night” was 
/fpentin redoublińg the ufelefs efforts of this 
sridiculons affault ; s in which, although thcy 
£amie nevEF 'a'whit neafćr their purpofe, they 
flattered themfelves that every moment their 
labours would be crowned with fuccefs. Every 
thing waś in an uproar in the ftreets of Bag- 
"dad; and,' as the people were not let into the 
ofecret Of the matteń, they" imagined that the 
" feftival '6F : the knight with the fable arms 
ftill continued, and that the fiege of Damafcus 
was reprefented by the Kidicóśkic fealade which 
was going on at the houfe of Simouftapha. 
 Haroun expected the vićtim every moment, 
and-had refolved to facrifice him, without giving 

him 


ARABIAN TALES, c: 


him time to fpeak:. One may eafily imagine 
what was his impatience; the rumour and the 
noife brought to his ears reports ałways more 
ridiculous and exaggerated; his uneafinefs e- 
qualled the defire of vengeance which he had 
formed. 

On the contrary; the inner r part of. Simou- 

ftapha*s houfe was fo quiet that you could 
have heard the motion of a fly. As foon as 
the genii perceived the ftratagem of Mefrour 
to difcover the route of the princeis, they took 
the neceflary precautions to fhelter the houfe 
againft the firft furprife, and immediately con- 
veyed Ilfetilfone into the palace of the caliph in 
the midft of a fog, which intercepted the effećt 
of the phofphorus The cloud of vapour 
refted upon the palace; the affailants become 
ftupid; and the caliph himfelf is deprived of his 
ufual activity. 
"The Indian prince confults the genius of the 
box, and of the ring, upon the means of protec= 
tion for next day; and quietly gives himfelf up to 
fweet repofe, under the immediate protection of 
the Star of the Seven Seas. 
* "The day at laft appears: Simouftapha repairs 
to the terrace of his houfe to enjoy the mor- 
ning fun ; he defcries Giafar and Mefrour in the 
crowd; he calls them, and addrefles the lat- 
ter. 


VOL. II. M « Sublime 
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« Sublime minifter F fayshe, < why do yóż 
furround the houfe of a Muffuilman, devoted 
to the will of the commander of the' faith- 
fal? 1 charge you to'tell him, that if he wifhes 
to have poffeflion of my perfon, he muft raife 
this fiege ; T will hen: deliver myfele into his 
hands.*1 1. UZG WYM 

*Mefrour rępairs to the palace, and advifes 
the 'caliph' to accept a condition which. would 
put the jnchanter in' his powerż Orders are 
ifued to. the judge of the police; who retireś 
immediately with all. his people; and the fca- 
ling ladders, thrown down, are left at the bot- 
tóm of the wall. —«* > 
_ When all the paffages are fce, Simonfiapka 

goes out by one of the doors, which broke open 
immediately, and proceeds, without betraying 
the łeaft fymptom of fcar, POM the palace of 
the caliph. 

Haroun is'furprifed at the audacity of the 
magician; he does mot wifh to fee him, but 
orders him to be beheaded in the middle of 
the firft eourt of' the pałace; in prefence of all 
. the people who fhould be afiembled there; 
'The inner guard feizes the Indian prince, who 
prefents his hands to the irons with which he 
was to be loaded ; the executioner lays hold of 
him, and takes off his turbań, in order to bind 

| the 
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the fatal veiliupon his eyes ; the handkerchief 
of the calipĄ is under the turban.|- « «0 

| Giafar and Mefrour' infiantly . recollećt: it 3 
the! people who had feen the model at the 
mock feftivał exclaimed, 4% Seć7 the -handker- 
chief of the knight of thę fable arms”. cir- 
cumftance ftill more fingułar folicits the atten= 
tion of the grand vizir s Simouitapha had upon 
his head a fillet fet with precious ftones, and a 
magnificeht diamomd which he ;had .got from 
the caliph.—Giafar  pronounced with a lotid 
woice the words which were engraved upon the 
fillet, << Given by the caliph Haroun Alrafchid 
'« to his nephew z: fon of the great 
«« king of the Indies.” 

4 confufed noife was heard from every qttar- 
ter': 66 Tt isthe fon of ths:king of the Indies;* 
they exclaimed ; ** jt is the prince Simoufta- 
pha !* 

In the mean time, Mefrour had carried the 
handkerchief to the caliph: * Who has de- 
livered to you that handkevchief ?” fays the fo- 
vereign eagerly„—* It, was. on the. head of the 
man whom you have condemned, —* Are my 
orders executed ?— No, Sire; I come to re- 
ecive them.” Tły, run, Mefrour ; preferve 
the life of the generous w qerię, who faved minę. 
a conglućt him to me, -/. 

M2 Giafar 
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_ Giafar had anticipated his orders; the fur=, 
prife and the cries of the people had induced 
him to bring Simouftapha into the prefence of 
the. ,caliph : The /prince: arrived at the foot of 
the throne; s and the firft objećt which ftruck 
the commander of the faithful was the dia- 
mond which had formerly been fent to the 
great king of the Indies. | 

« What”. faid he to Simouftapha, < are YOiŁ 
thę fon of my brother the. king of the Indies?” 

—c Tou fee it: to. be. the cafe, moft glorious 
caliph I [—« And are „you, the warrior to whom 
1 owe my honour and my life." —* Behóld the 
wound I TECENAG, before Damafcus, and which 
was the occafion of your beftowing upon me 
fuch tokens of friendihip.*—* And are yau al- 
fo the admirer of my a deca Nfetilfone ? — 

« You fee her flave and your's. 

« May a thoufand thanks be rendered to the 
great prophet!” exclaimed the caliph, < Is it 
you then, Simouftapha, whom I have cherifh+ 
ed from your infancy, - and to whom I have de» 
ftined the. hand of my daughter ?: You'could 
have had .no riyal but the knight of the fable 
arms, and you are that fame knight, whofe 
fervices I never thought that I could have fuf 
ficiently rewarded with: the hand of Iifetifone, 
and, the rięheft crown of the eaft! I hold in 
my arms the abjeśt of ry gratitude, and that 

af 
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of my love: Ah! why concćal yodrfelf from 
me under the appearance.of a cook ? ei 
| « Moft illuftrious commander of the fithfot,? 
replied Simouftapha, < the divine charms pł 1|- 
fetilfone early made a lively imprefiion óń my 
foul : Sćarcely was fhe animated with the firft 
breath of life, when I felt rhyfelf infłamed 
with love; the defire of poflefing her bore ab- 
folute fway in'my heart. A fage Perfian, of 
whom I was'the pupil, pointed out to me the 
road to happinefs; and propofed that I fhould go 
to Bagdad, and there breathe the onfy air which 
would agree with my health, which declined 
every day. As my'-father put the moft com- 
plete confidence in him, he eafily obtained his 
confent, by concealing from him the true mon 
five of an abferice upon which my repofe and 
felicity depended. "Thanks to his contrivance, 
the fon of a great king of the Indies fixed 
himfelf in a fituation to which he -owed the 
płeafure of feeing and aż feen by her whom. 
he addred. 
* « Death foon deprived me ; of that wife gover 
nour, but it could not rob meof the fecrets with. 
which he'intrufted me : Young, the dupe of my 
paffion, inexperienced, I fell a victim to love.— 
If this offeńd yóu, and wound the too feń- 
fible hęart of a father, my head is at your feet, 
Raw it alone; but I impłóre your paternal 
M 3 aftedtion 
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affeGtion for the innocent princefs, whofe whole 
fault confifts in her love for Simouftapha.”  ł9 
'The_caliph, moved with» fuch 'an affećtng 
atknowledgment,'|tenderly difts 'up''the young 
prince, and having embraced him afrefh, «Come, 
my dear' font faid he:to him, let us: diffipate 
the grief: you bkavć occafioned ; let.your pre- 
fence difpeł ' the clouds which -have-raifed im= 
proper fufpicions in the heart:0f'the' moft af- 
żectionate of -mothers:7111% nadbarodrie 
Zobeida was>alone with her 'daughter, sk 
was demanding from her an explanation i ofi 
the conduct of the «old governefs,'at the'very 
moment when. the Indian prince entered to dif- 
źżufe joy'and delight. * Simouftapha, with 'thet 
royal fllet on hishead, and difplaying the brilliant: 
tafiel with which it is$ornamented, was introduced 
ż0'the wife of the caliph and her daughter.—* 
«:'Receive from the hands of the great! pe 
phet and mine,” faid their fovereign, ** you, 'a 
fon-in-law; and you; a hufband.* Thisis Simou< 
ftapha, the fon of the great king of the Indies;: 
the moft ancient, the' moft powerful,'and the 
moft faithful" of my |ałlies.* "Then addrefling: 
himfelf to his attendants.:* Get the cadi ańdr 
„the mufti'inftantly :—Open the mofques :— Let: 
ali my people celebrate this joyful feftival :— 
Let the "poor receive my alms :—-Let all Baga 
Gad participate-of the joy:of.the fovereign; and; 
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let it diffufe itfelf into the moft remote quartefe 
of my empire: _ Behold "my deliveret! «ny fom 
m-law; and: the protector 6f "the ftandard vf re- 
ligion | "The „ap ef gratitude is abówć : m 
law.”. bIOSTÓM O OMS<H Lac „34 

„filfone and her 'hufband are lódged i in the 
moft beautiful apartment of the palace ; he par= 
takes of the labours and the amufements of: the: 
caliph ; fits" at' hissright! hand in the divan 3: 
and nothing is done withont his advice. An un= 
limited confidence eftabłifhes' between them a 
perfect intimacy. - 

"The caliph did not fail to zonc himfelf 4 
all the extraordinary means ufed by his 'fon-in= 
law: for the fuccefs of his wilhes.  Simouftapha: 
owns his fupernatural. protećtidn ;: he tells him» 
of the qucen'of the genii, of the powers that 
were inclofed ia the box and in the ring ; but. 
ke conceałs the complaifance o£ Namouna, and 
the. part fhe had aćted: in. the 'iftrigne. « It.is 
pda to. — the!: reafons for this CON- 

PE atari £amiliacifed to „marvellouś: 
adventures, -eafily believed "'Simouftapha.: He. 
did not blame him for avaiłing 'himfelf of max 
gie, the ftudy of. which he had'eńcouraged in: 
hiscourt. He found fault with him, however, for 
having neglected to inform the king of the Indies 
ah the fortune of: his onły fon. © His inąpies 

ś mdez” 
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tude;”* anfivered the prince, * muft be very 
much alleviated by looking: upon the rofe- 
bufh *vhich niy tutor Beriałab' left in the gar- 
den of the pałace: lt gives a daily account of 
my adventures, fortunate or not; and, fince £ 
have had the good. fortune to be loaded with 
the favóurs of the greateft fovereign upon earth, 
the bufh maft:this day fhow him that I kawę 
attained the fummit of profperity. +55 

'Simouftapha thóught very juftly in this re< 
fpect. The kiug and qiećn of the Indies con- 
templated the rofe-bufh every day; it only cafe. 
off the flowers with which it was loaded, to give 
wzy to more beautiful ones; and thus they con- 
foled themfelves during the ablence *of their 
fon, convinced that nothing bad had befallen 
him. This-day they were very agreeably fur- 
prifed ; they faw a blofiom of a rofe, already 
blowa, expand „ftill more frefh and brilliant. 
This phenomenon appeared to them quite ex- 
traordinary, but it wonłd have been neceffary 
for them to have been at Bagdad, in order ta 
find out the meaning of it. 

Iitetilfone had juft given birth to a young 
prince ; Simouftapha, Haroun, and Zobeida 
were full of joy; all the faithfuł Muflulmans 
celebrate with feftivals this happy event. The 
caliph named the child Haroun-Ben-Alrafchid. 

SYŻ - - The 
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"The queen of the genii prefided at his birth, 
and endowed him with her art, In the mem. 
while, the commander of the faithful. and his: 
fon-in-law implored what was more efential for 
him in the great mofque at Bagdad,. * . 

Every thing pręfaged to.the family of the ca- 
liph an uninterrupted courfę of profperity ; but 
a cloud gathered againft it. in Egypt. Naraes, 
the fon of Mamouk the magician, attentive to 
thę fauntain which was to regulate h's proceed- 
ings, perceived its water troubled : Fle fent two 
fpirits to the affiftanee of his father ; but the 
water is foon tinged with blood; he faw that 
his power had been inefiećtual, that Mamouk 
was dead ; he, therefore, breathes nothing but 
vengeance. /'The laft chamber, by his magic 
wand, had pointed to him all the adventures of 
Mamouk at the houfe of Simouftapha : He fur- 
nifhes himfelf with every thing that he imagines 
can contribute to his fuccefs, and fets out for 
Bagdad. It isno longer into the houfe of a 
_ private perfon that he muft introduce him- 
felf; it iginto the palace ef the caliph. Na- 
raes, it is true, has a great advantage :óver. 
his facher : Fle is powerful and active, he has 
no need to have recourfe to fo many wiłes, in 
arder to aflociate another with him, for the 
firft who comes can anfwer his purpofe. 

_ Naraes, 
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Naraes, after "much : fatigue, and many by. 
roads, 'arriyes, like bis father; at the. Ilfara and 
the Aggiala. ; Hiere.a poor fifhereman, who'has 
taken nothing with. his>net' during: the whole 
day, is bemoaning his bad lack : How fhalt he 
be abłę to maintam his family * pe 
,„„ lhe magician, who -had alreatły difcovered. 
the caufe of his grief, accofts him, and puts a 
piece. of gold. into his hand : «* Confole yourfelf, 
good man,” faid he to him, « I fnnpathife with: 
yau, in feeing you labour without fuccefs ; but 
you don't know the proper bait: Quit your net, 
take a line, and, at the diftance of a few paces 
from hence, you will find, under a rock, a fifh 
of a fingular fpecies: I am going to collećt a 
kttle earth, of which I will make a ball, and 
bedew it with a ftrangć fort of water. With 
this charm you muft łet your line fall from the 
top of the rock, and, by having a little patience, 
you will: catch a beautiful fifh. "This uncom= 
mon fifh appears now and then in thefe riversy 
and-this is the feafon of iśz ft is called Su/- 
tan Hibraim;' from the name- of the patriarch. 
who :preferved its. fpecies.« After you fhall 
have taken it, you muft' not carry it to the ca- 
Jiph ; this fovereign contents himfelf, upon the 
whole, with: too frugal fare ; but take my ad- 
vice, and felłit to the prince Simouftapha, who 
wilł*give you what vou afk for it: I have not: 

time 
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time. to ftop at prefent: to witnefs your fuecefs ; 
I muft return to my warehoufe, I'am the firft 
dealer in china; as you enter at the right hand 
by the great gate of the Kan; come to me to< 
morrow morning, I will give you one or two 
bottles full of my water, and we fhall perhaps 
fpend the day in fifhing: He row gives him 
another piece of gold: «© Here, this wilł ćcom- 
penfate for the time that I may have made you 
lofe ; or it will ferve for an €arneft in what I 
fhall employ you to-morrow.” « Hle now leaveś$ 
the: fifherman, who had already ftruck the 
rock, and who patiently waits for what Nataes 
had promifed. 

Simouftapha and Iletilfone never dreamed 
that a dangerous ftratagem was going on againft 
them at the river. They had, with the con. 
fent of the caiph, been paying a vifit to the 
amiable fovereign of the genii, who had loaded 
them with kindnefs. ' Ilfetilfone had obferved 
in the palace of the queen'of the fairies a bird 
diftinguilhed for its brilliant. and wariegated 
plumage : It had. been created in order to inha- 
bit the terreftriał paradife ; but, having refufed 
homage to Solomon, that it might pay it to 
Kokopilefobe, it was banifhed to Ginniftan : 
Familiar, confident, full of charms, this beau- 
tifuł bird remembered zthe paft, guefled at the 
prefent, and forefaw the future. It fpoke little; 

' - but 
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but what it faid was very well underltood by 
thófe who had been aCcuftomed to hear it. 

"The beautiful princefs of the Indies became 
vetyfonid *6f this” bird; Setelpedour eagerly 
embraced the” Opportunity of obliging her dar- 
ling princefs ahew, by praying her to aecept it. 
« Jgive' you,” faid 'the queen to her, « 2 very 
interefting little creature ; it appears to me 
to be very much inclined to attach itfelf to you, 
and it will give you Excellent advices ; take care 
to' ifteń to therti, and overlook none of them; 
Befideś, although it be at your houfe, and 
in four amiable Bands, it will not believe that 
ję is in Exile z for it has, I know not how, got 
into its little head that it will not be able tó 
get Back to its native country but by travelling 
apón'the Earth. See, there is itś cage; it does not 
fhut. It is impoffible to confine i it; it goes and 
©omes as it pleafes ; s but, before you take it a- 
way, it muft leave me fomething here. « Come, 
little bird, give me two of thy feathers.”* Upon 
this, the little „creature prefents its tail, and 
Go feathers * remain, withóut her pulling them, 
in'the'hands of the queen. | 

"The two conforts having thanked the fairy, 
fet óućwvith the bird and its cage for the pałace 
of the citiph: They enter into their own, where 
the eimticH”Hachini, the principał cook, had 
ok an _eacelleqt fb fil" alive; ; jt is 

called, 
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galled, faid he, Sultan Hibraim, becaufe the 
patriarch regaled Mahomet with it at Medina. 
'The excellent cook-gaye but a. very indiftinct 
account of its genealogy, for, probably, he re- 
ceived no better from the. fifherman ; but he 
had given fixty fequins for the fifh. | 

Every body was curious to fee this creature ; 
it was allowed to bathe in a large. fiłver ba» 
fon, in the water of the river from. whence 
it was taken, "The water in which it was feem- 
ed to be filled with topaz, rubies, and eme- 
rałds: Its head appeared to be covered with a 
helmet of gold, the creft of which was fet with 
pearls: The fhell of the half of its body, being 
a great deał larger than that towards its tail, 


tinged with purple, and embroidered. with gold, 


exhibited a fuperb covering ; its, fins, , which 
were of the colour of coral, were blended with 
fpots of an azure hue. 

« Q what a beautiful ffh! How exqui- 


fite! P* exclaimed Simouftapha and Ieikooę 


by turns, 


Fy, fy, fy, fy! Fięd the bird i in its owa pa 
guage, and with a tone impatient to, piec their 
€ars. 
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<< Bad, bad, bad, Waaę cried the bird, in a 
„ tone ftill more piercing.” 

-46 My dear Siniouftapha,” fańd the princefs, 
«if this” bied "has" fuch'a'piercing note, I fhall 
not be able to keep” it: > MN this fifh a great 
deal betten/”- 

<« Worfe, worfe, rórfoj worfzf” cried the 
bird, increafing every time the eagernefs of the 
notes which procećded from its- little gullet. 

Oh! the foolifh bird; notwithftanding its 
beautiful plumage,  faid IMetilfone.—We have'a 
refervoir for our batks, I wilł keep my charm- 
ing fifh there: I will feed it with my own 
hand. Do they call thee jano ?. thou fhalt E 
my fultan. 

« No, no, no, no!” cried the bird, duite 
provoked; and, fłying at'the fame time out of 
its cage, it darts into the bafon, at the rifk of 
drowning itfelf, and deftroys the eyes of the 
fifh. It attacks its head, and tears off the pearls 
of the creft difplayed upon the helmet: The 
fifh refifts ; Ilfetilfone wifhes to defend it; but 
the bird efc:ipes froin her, and pecks the fifh 
in all the moft' tender: parts of its body: Tlie 
princefs catches it at laft, and, for fear of let- 
ting it. efcape again, fhe fqueezes it fo clofe in 
her hands as 'to fuffocate it. 
© Simolifipha, who fecs this fcene, knóws not 
what to think of the bird ańd the fifh ; the lat. 
ac , ter; 


* 
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ter, although expiring, ftill refifted, and the ba: 
fon was filled with its błood: They no. longer. 
perceived the fifh ; the prince, terrifad with this 
prodigy, calls the genius of the-ring;: which ap- 
pears immediately. H-qusd dad 

Inform me, fays Simouftapha, śro whenge 
is this quantity of blood that this fifh has loft, 
and ftul lofes ? bricj” 

« "This bird,” anfwered, the genius, < has 
delivered you freęm a man who came here in 
order to aflafinate you: He is.the Igyptian 
Naraes,. the fon of .Mamouk, the laft of. your 
enemies. He transformed himfelf into a fifh, 
and fuffered himfelf to be taken by the pogr 
fifherman who brought him to you. 

<« Carry him in this fame bafon,” faid R 
prince, « to the queen of the genij, that fhe 
may do with him what fhe płeafes.” „. The flave 
inftantly difappears, in order to execute the or- 
ders of his mafter. 

Simouftapha had not had time to caft his ' 
eyes upon his wife ; he perceives her forrowful, 
and eager. to recover. the. bird which fhe had 
deprived of life ; (he attempts to warm it in her_ 
bofom, and her cyes are bathed with tears. 
« What is the matter with you? afked the 
prince. 

156 1.have. been . very GE faid, fhe 
to him; 6 I hare killed this charming, this ex- 
N2 eellent 
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eelleńt bird, which devoted its life to preferve 
mine.  Befides, the queen of the genii parted 
with. it, to:give-it up to an unreafonable fan- 
taftic being; to a murdering hand! I fhall 
never" have the confidence « tó* appear bce- 


- fore my benefaćtrefs again: How I pity you, 


4 


amy dear Simouftapha! the. queeń; your box, 


your ring, and your wifdom, might have de- 
fended you from 'your enemies ; but who fhall 
be abłe to fcreen you from the: sw which 
may” refult frorn my caprice ?” | 

w0« Your wife refłections,”* anfwered the prince, 
more affected by the forrow of his wife than 
by the dangers to which he had been expofed, 

«Whyłlaythewhole blame upon yourfelf? Ought 
not I to blame myfelf for not having given jou 
proper cóunfel ? In the fituatión in which we 
ftand, 'expofed tó dangerous furprifes, fhould I 
have given ear to the ridiculous hiftory which the 
eunuch gave us of that fifh? I who, inftructed 
by my experience, have been deceived by the 
beauty of: a fruit which I had brought into my 
houfe, why fhould: I neglećt to have' recourfe 
to my box, inftead of admiring, like you, the 


_ beautiful fhell of'a difguifed monfter! Mode- 


rate your forrow, my dear Ilfetilfone, that I 
may appear excufable in my owa eyes: It is my 
Liege to go! and throw POK at the feet of the 

10 , queen. 


trl o 
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queen of the genii, to obtain sarsioai for „my. 
culpable neglećt.” 

« You fhall not go fary” fajd Śoęjnedoio, 
prefenting herfelf fuddenly to the two conforts, 
<« you reproach yourfelves fo fincerely for your 
faults that it were cruelty to make you feel 
them any more; embrace me, and let us be 
wifer for the future.” 

But this. hsżutifuł: bind 1: faid the pikrecja s 
rowfully.—l have taken care of it, faid the 
queen ; here are two feathers which I have re- 
ferved, in cafe its courage fhould expofe it too 
much to danger : We have a remedy for fairy- 
birds. / Setelpedour at the fame time takes the 
animal, and returns it its two feathers: The 
bird is inftantly upon: its legs; it fpreads .its 
wings; fhakes.them, exults for joy, fłutters up 
and down the a apartment, and refts alternately. 
on the fhoulders of the, fairy, the finger of Si- 
mouftapha, and the bofom of the princefs, 
chirpińg in its own language the. pleafures of 
its re-animąation: It „returns into the /cage, 
where it begins to at, and fórthwith emits the 
moft melodious notes. 

Iifetilfone by deetweś) befuipedi ia Sówd ż 
« My good friends,” fays the queen, © we will 
fup, and fpend .part of the. night together: I 
- cannot be long abfent from: Ginaiftan ; and I 
wifh to employ, to the beft advantage, all the 

N 3 time 
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time which I can: fpare from it: Simouftapha 
will caufe us be ferved by Jemal and his little 
mute ; let us leave pomp to thofe who know 
not the value of. liberty: « Befides, I muft not 
be 'feen by <€very' body ;. my fubjećts already 
complain that I am too fond of the „earth; and 
we have affairs to converfe about which require 
filence and fecrecy.” | 

/ Setelpedour feated herfelf between the con- 
forts; whom fhe łoaded with friendly careffes : 
She relates to them the vengeance fhe had infict- 
ed'upon the magician Naraes; for fhe had chain- 
ed him with Dafouk, that deteftable genius, the 
affociate and the accomplice of all the crimes of 
the Egyptian : They had been tumbled into the 
łake of brimftone; where the father. of Naraes 
had ended his days. ** Your dangers are lefien- 
ed,” added the queen; * but you are not yet 
fecure againft them all ; in proportion as I de- 
liver you from your enemies, my partiality for 

you conftantły raifes up new ones. | 
«4 Hitherto I have had nothing but the na- 
"tural imnate malice of my fubjećts to dread: 
Now it is neceffary to prevent their ftratagems 3 
they affećt to defpife my orders ;. I watch them, 
and a bright ray muft immediately dart through 
*their dark defigns. "At prefent I explain myfelf 
no farther ; I.muft: provide for my own fecu- 
*rity above all things, and difcover the dangers 
which 
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which threaten me: It is mow of the greateft: 
importance, my dear o o to be affu- 
red of your affećtion.”* w «+» 203 | 

« My heart is perm A kórkóódi ine wie 
with emotion, fcarcely mafter of his joyo* 1 
will never banih the « dear - Mietilfone;” "re-. 
plied Setelpedour—<-I will. remain with you,” 
faid Ilfetilfone, * in order to. enable you. to 
complete your conqueft ; efpaufe Simouftapha ; 
preferve the throne on which you are feated, 
and I fhall be at the fummit of my. wifhes.” 

« What fay you to 'it, prince ?”! fays the 
queen.—< I belong to Ietilfone, who may dif- 
pofe of me as fhe pleafes,”. added Simouftapha. 
* << Charming couple * exclaimed Setelpe- 
dour; < the one had *convinced' me that miar 
maybe paffionately loved, the. other reconciłes 
me to every female. "You make me feel the 
power of merit upon virtuous hearts! Adieu,” 
fays fhe, rifing from table ; «© be feeling, noble, 
and generous : Fo you I am indebted fer: the 
moft exquifite joys ;-nó imprudence 6f mine 
fhall ever diftrefs you”. Setelpedour leaveś 

;them, carrying with her the plighted: faith „of 
the conforts, who; on that account, are no NĄ» 
dear to cach other. -. * 

"Wewill omit an account of the Gkfazicino 

which the three lovers felt at parting, their dai- 
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ly vifits, the moments which Setelpedour could 
fteal from the concerns of her court. 

"The months roll on without any remarkable 
event, and without'any particular emotion, ei- 
ther of paffion or of intereft.  Siimouftapha be- 
held, with pleafure, his charming family increafe 
around him, which was augmented with a 
daughter. He was clofeły engaged in the af- 
fairs of the ftate, the łoad of which fell, in a great 
meafure, upon him ; and, when he did not go. 
to Ginniftan, he exercifed himfelf in the amufe- 
ments of the-chace. | 

Having forgot the dangers which he had fur- 
mounted, he overlooked the ftratagems 'to 
which he was expofed. Ile was perhaps too 
vain in not' conftantly confiding .in. the aid 
which he might have expected from his ring 
or hisbox. Armed with his fcymitar, and mount- 
ed upon his beautiful fteed, he rejoiced in truft- 
ing his fortune and the ftrength of his arm to 
the difplay of his courage. He had read in 
the inftraćtions of. Benalab a maxim which ten- 
ded to infpire him with felf-confidence. « When 
man's own powers are fuflicient, he ought to have 
no recourfe to fupernatural aid.” "The fage fhould 
have added, <* when furpernatural aid fhall 
have added frefh vigout to your faculties, never 
let falł your arms.” But Benalad had not fore- 

7 feen 
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feen every thing ; z fBenalab could not write eve=- 
ry thing of to emttołwiy sdz moni Jesf. 
- One zatżyy at the drńtiez Simóuftapha met with 
a ftag 5 he attacks it;”but:it fliesóft "with ama=- 
zińg fpecd.- "The horfe,i however; which oczrs 
ried the prince; foorr gets within: reach af'it ; a 
javelin is launched; and it is wóunded upon the. 
fhoulder. © 'The' javelin, "though =it. pierces it 
tlirough, is fixed in fuch a fituation as not m the 
leaft to retard the animal, which now doubłe$ its 
fpeed. "The courfer too which purfued it does 
not lofe an inch of ground.  Gnę would fay 
that one flafh of lightenirig was preceded by a- 
ńother. "The prince lofes breath ; but the ar- 
dour with which he is animated augments his 
vigour;' and he iś MEN out of reach AE hisy 
people. | r 
- At laft, at the clofe of che dźy e e Rag Kd, 
and on a fudden difappears; a: violent guft of 
wind throws the prince from his korfe, and 
clofe befide him he finds a frightful beaft. "The 
ears of this monfter fell upon its breaft ;. its terri- 
je mouth extended from ear to ear; its lips were 
enormoufly thick ; and its flat noftrils exhaled 
an infećtious vapour. - In. the middle of a large 
forehead, it had: an eye which fupplied the place 
of. the'departing day ; for it difufed a pale light 
like that emitted from the fulphurecus combuf- | 
tibłes of' a vnicano. 4 
Upon 
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Upon feeing this ghaftly fpećtre, Simoufta- 
pha firft recommended his foul to God, in- 
voking him by Mahomet, and then faced it with 
intrepidity, "[he fpećtre appeared to be afto=, 
nifhed with. his fortitude, but: was no lefs con- 
fident of victory over a man who was alone; 
and almoft difarmed. / - ) 

Defpicable Muffulman! faid the fpećtre to. 
him, flave of a fłave! thou muft juft now fuf- 
fer the punifhment which hath bęen already de- 
nounced againft Benalab thy mafter ; thou.muft. 
receive the chaftifement which is due to thy pride 
for ever prefuming to command the genii, 
whom thou art unworthy to obey; thou muft 
here anfwer for thy infolence, thy injuftice, the 
- tyranny of thy deceitful qucen Setelpedour, 
againft my mafter, the great Bahlifboull. 
Fali! die his wićctim, and his flave! At 
thefe words, the hateful monfter raifes its enor- 
mous club, the knobs of which are pointcd with 
diamonds, and prepares to difpatch Simoufta- 
pha : ;The valiant prince avoids thę blow, and 
with his fcymitar cleaves the fpećtre from the. 
crown.ef the head to the waift.. 

In an inftant, the earsof Simouftapha are ftun- 
ned with hideous.fhrieks and howlings, which the 
horrible darknefs with which he was furround- 
ed rendered ftill. more-frightful. . «But the con- 
queror of the fpećtre. is not to be terrified + His, 

śl fteed 
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fteed approached it, and demonftrated by his 
neighings, and the kindnefs he fhows to his 
mafter, how he exulted in"the victory. "The 
howlings ceafe, the 'illufion. 'is' „difipated s bit, 


unfortunately, the Indian MM zd a: Mer k to 


real dangers. 
Simouftapha, furrounded with the fhades of 


night, and unable to obferve any of the places - 


which he had hurried over on his fwift fteed, is 
perfectly ignorant where he is. Fe finds it im- 
poflible for him to judge at what diftance he is 
from Bagdad.” Wórn eut with fatigue, he lies 
down upon the .grafs: He waits for the arifing 
of Aurora, that next morning he may direct 
his cotwfe towards Bagdad, and lets his e 
range in queft'of food around him. 

"The prince now. perceives his imprudence im 


venturing out alone without his box and his. 


ring. "The power, however; which rendered 
him conqueror of the monfter, and which had 


enabled him to cleave the fpećtre in two, re=' 
*_ animates him. ” He fleeps'uhder the protećtion. 


of: that”power which” deftroyed "the infernal 
monfters, by the intervehtion of z DRE 

atóftie |" *RT" " i 
Simouftapha was very fir from believing: that 
'he was at fo great a diftance from the princefs; 
that it would take him years to reach her by 
the ordinary route. A powerful charm had 
] tranf= 
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tranfported him to the fummit of Mount Cau- 
cafus. 

"The fpećtre, which had been enjoinęd by 
Bahlifboull to deftroy the Indian prince, having 
transformed itfelf,into a, ftag, hurried him a- 
Jongi in the purfuit. It allowed itfelf to be ftruck 
with the Jayelin which was launclied at it, and 
inftantly enchanted the hand which, threw it; 
thus „the. confort of thę beautiful. Dfetilfone, 
bound by the charm, was carried along. with 
the fame rapidity as the fpećtre itfelf. 

Whilft Simouftapha was in the „arms.of fweet 
śleep, the fpirits, who had. witnefied the com- 
bat in which their mafter had fallen, having 
become weak on account of his defeat, winged 
their way to the defarts of Upper Egypt, whi- 
ther their chief had retired. Such a diforderly 
*and inftant return, throws Bahlifboull into great 
confternation ; but, upon hearing the particulars 
of the combat, when he finds that Raftras was 
cleft by the Indian prince, he flies into the moft 
violent, rage. He meditates on every fcheme 
of vengeance that might tend to elface the in- 
fult offered to his power. Since their, enchant- 
* ments have no effect, the hero mift be -befet 
with ordinary dangers, by rendering his route 
almoft impraćticable. He muft be exhauft- 
ed by fatigue and hunger to fuch a degree, that 
defpair may fucceed thefe two calamities: He 

muft 
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„muńft fall a'prey ta ferocious animals, when the 

"want of ftrength fhall abandon him defencelef; 
ta their fury ! But Setelpedoar muft be ignorant 
'both*ef the tinie and place of fó great cruelty. 

* "This "very inftant the old genius afiembles 
the fpirits which had been banifhed into the 
-e©0untry which he inhabits, and whom he_-re- 
collected the%ery momeńt they arrived. _De- 
part, fays he to them, and futround the Indian 
pfince, whom you will find, as you defcend 
Mount Caucafius, with a thick fos which fhali 
hinder him from reaching any part of Ginnif- 
tan. "The genii chćarfully obeyed the orders 
of the maleficent prince; and, whilt t1ey go 
to fteal Simouftapha from the genii włło pro- 
m_tłed (sig „petelpedour feęs all the cavalry of 
Bagdad difpeźtja Gr x fidds, and fcampering 
through the cities, the town, the hamlets, and 
the forefts, in order „to demand him of every 
„objeń i in nature, The caliph i is quite impatient 
to find" his fon-in-law, who is dearer to him 
than the child whom ke moft, tenderly loves. 
He ffreads a report in the. apartment | of the fe- 
males, that Simouftapha was obliged to depart 
fuddenly, "to execute a ' fęcret commifion for 


"him of the laft. importance. Zobeida and her 


danghter might be hoodwinked, but Setelpe- 
dour was not to be impofed upon. - 
„ Vót.I. O The 
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'The queen of” the genii inftantly difpatches, 
into the open country, the moft aćtive and in- 
telligent fpirits fhe had, and thofe whom fhe 
believęd ;to be.moft devoted to her intereft, in 
order to; preferve a favourite whofe ruin they 
fecretly: defired. They fkim ovęr the whole 
earth, but bring back no notice that can alle- 
vłate the; .diftres of the queen: They faw the 
fog perfectly well which defcended from Mount 
Caucafus; but-none -of them took the trouble 
to.examine it. ' Setelpędour is inconfolable. 

"There was at the court of the genii an old 
gnome named Bakbak : She was a great favour- 
ite, for fhe bad nothing malevolent in her 
temiper ; her fault was, that fhe wilhed to 
know every thing, to fpeak. cogź*peallv, 42 
upon. ; every fubjcg, > 877 Imi been for a 
long time - expelled the; divan, becaufe every 
one there was_ to. fpeak in one's turn. Shę. 
had a very young little . nephew named Jazzel, 
whom fhe treated as if he had. been „her own 
acdhis: gnome.had taken part neither for nor 
againft. Setełpedour, „in. order. that fhe might 
judge candidly of her condućt on every. Occa+ 
fion. Shę heard of the deputation, which had 
been .fent into every quarter of. the globe, ta 
trace out the Indian prince.) - u.% sli w eoise 
31% dawiw „wy Po GA ot - zi; Go; 
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-« Go,” faid fhe to Jazzel, « thou haft need 
to pick up information ; thou haft wings quite 
new, which wilł not fail thee foon; fly from 
one fide' to 'another, perch upon €mińencćs; 
and thus thon fhalt havć an exteńfive: profpedt: | 
Glance upon the earth, and bring me the-news; 
liften to the inhabitants as thou pafieft ;. they" 
fpeak a great deał at random, but a genius 'oaght 
to be able to comprehend part of every thing: 
Thou fhałt afterwards come and -give me an ac- 
count of whatever thou fhalt have' feen and 
heard; andsif I fhall be. pleafed with thee, £ 
will teach thee the fecret of pleafing her whom 
thou loveft beft. 'In the'mean time, I wilł 
put a fort óf oil upon: thy wings, which fhall 
make thee flić four times fwifter than the reft. 

. Jezzel fets Qat after the 'genii, glad” to tty 
his new plumagć. ' He'foars-above the reft, 
and fees them feparate from one another'in or- 
der to execute their commiffion : None of then 
approaches the earth for food ;'if they alight; 
jt is for the fake of repofe. I£ they come near 
its inhabitants, it'is to' play:-fome trick upon 
them ; but RO endeavour to wek up'nó infor< 
mation. - ) 

póki: chanced to take che Zaite route with 
thofe who were to infpeft Mount Caucafus ;: he 
perceives the fog ; he wifhes:'to feę through it; 
but it is too thick for his eyes, which are 
O 2 not 
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not. .as „yćt. very piercing, i The emifaries' of 
Hetelpedour tkim „along far. above „it, without 
„ezamining, „it. „At. „length, „having defcried: 
people. at the-foot „of. the, mountain, he ops 
sto , hear whąt, they, would fay.. 
3a Behold;. fajd, they,. a. very thiek and Infoc 
„tious. fog! - Haw..is 'it poffible fór it to „have. 
xilen ffom the fands, „where there is not a drop 
„ef -water.?; It is a very extraordinary phenome- 
iman ;, there „is, fureły fomething very KE 
swithin ity, it forebodes fęme calamity/.. 
s-Jazzel picks.up this obfervation as: he pafies, 
„and, continues his route; to this he adds other 
;trifling particułars, collected here and there, in 
order that he may be able to give an account 
sof them to his old aunt ;. for the. fecret fhe had 
i promifed to difclofe sto him. fticks in Kis heart. 
e As; foom as he;fćes the emiffaries of the queen 
treturn, ke flies back to Bakbak, and gives her 
„a more faithful. account of his expedition sha 
w do of their's.to Setelpedow. , _ -. 
(1The.gnome weighs every cireumftance. » Do 
<'you fee,” fays fhę; < kow.the affairs of our queen 
'are; conducted-fince fhe has got in' love?>—Is 
uthis fą great a fault? (I think that I could par- 
don it myfelf,—But, no, no, no.—A man! fy, 
"a mańt"Welł!: there are both. good: and bad |-— 
, But, Jazze, do you ot. tell me that thefe pea- 
> famts werę fpeaking oł, be pbenomencń durihg 
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the thick mift, and that there was fomething 
malignant in it? I will talk to our queen a- 
bout it 5” and rmmediately the old gnome trots 
off to relate to Setelpedour the difcoveries which 
the young genius had made in his journey. 

The queen heard her with patience; and, as 
foon as fhe had difcovered,' from the raving of 
the old Bakbak, the negligence of her emifla- 
ries, fhe naturałly prefumes that there is fome- 
thing fufpicious in the fog. She therefore in- 
ftantly arms herfelf with her whole power, and 
has recourfe to every expedient. Although 'a 
great part of her fubjećts bave betrayed her; 
yet, in fpite of both them 'and the elements, 
fhe fhows herfclf to be the grand-daughter of 
Kokopilefobe. 

The caliph, on the other hand, alarmed by 
* the fruitlefs refearches which he had caufed 
- be made, and ftill unable to fuggeft' his fears 
to Zobeida and his daughter, availed himfelf of 
the grand feftival of the Haraphat *. Here, 
with more than ufual folemnity, he' offers the 
facrifices, by which the faithful :Muflulmans 
Endeavour to procure the favours of heaven, 
"and the fignał protećtion of the great prophet. 
r A O 3 Haroun 


* Harapbat. "A mountain of Arabia, upon which 
thofe who make a pilgrimage to Mecca commonly 
offer facrifices. Here they laughter the vicłinis, and 
throw them down headlong. 
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Haroun, fuńrounded with the mufti, and the 
principał priefts, facrifices, with, his own hand; 
„two yellow helfers fifteen months old, and two 
iheep of the largeft kind. And he accompanies 
thefe teftimónies óf devotion with the moft fer- 
*ent prayers for the prefervation, and the 're- 
turn of Simouftapha. "The people re-echo 
them by their vows. 

Whilft fadnefs reighs in the palace, Zobeidź 
conceals her grief from her daughter. "The 
princefs finds herfelf_ ałore, and deftitute of 
confolation ; the queen of the genii come$ no 
móre; every object around her wears a dole 
ful afpect; tears flow from every eye; Namou- 
ńa fobs: Ilfetilfone'can fupport it no longer ; fhe 
throws herfelf upon a fopha, and pours forth 
the moft doleful lamentations. r. 

/ *ć Peace, peace, peacć!” eries the beautiful 
bird. —K Peace ?” fays fhe, © Alas! there is no 
more peace for me: Śimouftapha is dead P” 

« No, no, no! I» ced the bird.—« Howt 
charming bird, not dead? Lives he e Shall I ł 
fee him again?” 

* «Yes, pes, yes '*—« When will ż» happy 
moineht arrive 1” — 4 Soon, foon, toon P— 
« How miich you comfort me | Weep no more 
then, my good Namouna, we fhall fee Simou- 
ftapha again.” She then takes 'her pretty bird 
and careffes it: Thou Pre my life, dear bird: 
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fays fhe to it, and I did every thing to take a- 
way thine, can I.ever forgive myfelf!” 

- At is worthy. óf, remark;: that, i in all the di- 
frefsof the princefs, no fufpicion of jealoufy: 
was €ver inixed „with sit ;, She, had not feen 
the queen of. the. genii. fed the sleparture. of 
her hufband, and fhe did nót imagine hier Ca> 
pable of carrying him' off. - Zobeida was not 
fo eafy, in'this refpećt ; but fhe would not dif. 
eover it.;/As'to the .ćaliph, his own reli- 
gioń, and that of his „fon=in-law, removed his 
fcńrsu1 45 ii 

"The Star of Oki Ghwón Sen irieked jed8 
noś of Mount Caucafus; fhę perceives thę 
fog, 'the work of the. malignant Bahlifbouk, 
"The winds, which fhe raifed fuddenły, diffipated 
thefe vapours : And fhe at iaft fees the idol of 
her fouł, pałe, exhaufted, .dejected, and in a fi- 
tuation fitted to'melt the moft obdurate heart. : 

For ten day, Simouftapha, amid frightful 
defarts, - coułd only direćt his courfe by the 
ftars ;, he knew not what part. of the globe he 
was traverfing : He raked up thę roots with his 
fabre; or climbed "the trees for wild and , un- 
known fruits, to abate the cravings of. hunger. 
He travelled the whole day, increafing, by his 
own impatience, that of his noblę courfer: He 
fell in with an-immenfe defart; another af 
dowzóliki extent prefents itfelf to his wiew ; „he 
vi paźies 
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pafies the night upon the cold earth, and is 
fubjected, during the day, to the fatigues and: 
the influence of a fcorching inhofpitable cli- 
mate. 

- "The Indian prince, worn out with fo many 
hardfhips, ftopped by the fide of a fpring to 
guench his burning thirft: When about to 
ftoop towards the fiream, a lion, fpringing 
fuddenly from the neighbouring foreft, darts 
upon the hero's fteed. ' Simouftapha immedi- 
ately draws his fcymitar, divides, at one blow, 
the fcull of the lion, and brings him to the 
ground: "The horfe bounded for joy; but fhe 
prince, exhaufted by this laft effort, falls mo= 
tibnlefs on the grafs: It was in this fituation he 
was perceived by the queen of the genii. 

At the fight of the dangers to which the Indian 
prince had been expofed . by the black inchant- 
ments of Bahlifboull, Setelpedour, animated 
by vengeance and love, wifhed to gratify at 
once the paflions with which fhe was overpower= 
ed: Love, however, prevails: She hurries to- 
wards the earth, and, with the moft lively ca- 
reffes, reftores to the light him whom the 
fhades of death appeared to furround. 

She reanimates the objećt of her affećtion, 
by the demonftrations of her tendernefs alone, 
and makes ufe of no other magic except that of 
love. :She foon perceives his eyes fparkle with 
zwą 2 
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z luftre,. which fhe preferred to alt. ehe rays. of Ę 
light that the Objects around her continually re 
fielted ; and, that fhe may inereafe his happi- 
nęfs, fhe endeav ours to animate them more „Bi- 
mouitapha, having 1 recovered, his fpeech, and i ine 


tellectual faculties, finds ia GkA in the arms of; 
her whom he'had invoked te no purpofe fome; 
moments before, becaufe. he had neglected the 
means of his own fafety. His panting heart 
forbids him to put upon her lips the feal of his. 
gratitude. 

6] underftand what you mean,” faid the 
queen ; * but think of nothing of that fort, 
till you recover your health and vigour.” She 
now rifes : "The firft fhrub fhe meets with fur- 
nifhes her with a twig, with which fhe draws 
a circle round Simouftapha. She fnds befide her, 
the plants which were neceffary for the inchant-. 
ment which fhe.was about to prepare; and the 
words which fhe pronounces infpires it with the, 
efiential virtues. In an inftant the Indian prince. 
experiences a happy change. In a moment hę 
recovers al his vigour; he rifęs, and with rapture, 
kifies the beneficent hands to which he owed 
fuch timely aid. "All the ,fentiments of his 
heart ftrive for vent at oncę; and, though they 
burft forth without the leaft order, they feem to: 
be no lefs dear to hęr who is the object of his Aba; 
feltion. At the fame time, howdver, hedifcovers 
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the mofi exquifite inquietude Pot acconnt Of 
Hfetilfone. 
* Confole yourfelf, my dear Simouftapha ! fays 
Setelpedour to him; my thou ghts have centered 
wholly upon you, fince you were in danger. By 
being at too great a diftance, however, from my 
palace, a confpiracy has been formed, which 
has turned out too much to the advantage 
of your enemies. Befides, your confort, be-. 
ing almoft always with her mother, I contented 
myfelf in having left with her an intelligent 
creature, which will not fail to confole her. It is 
rny little bird: Its advices are not tirefome; 
for it fpeaks bat one word, but that can be in- 
fallibly depended upon. Now, fince you are 
reftorćd, we will take our' route towards the 
palace. You muft have need of food after the 
long abftinence you have had, and I will forth- 
with conduct you to your amiable confort. 
Upon this, the queen ordered her car to ap- 
proach the earth : "Three clouds, variegated with 
all the colours of the rainbow, defcend and pre- 
fent two feats, much more commodious than the 
beft' fophas one can imagine.  Setelpedour ańd 
the prince take their feats; the latter began to 
feel uneafy on account of his courfer ; but the 
quećn had anticipated his defire. ' For he per- 
ceives his fteed cłęave the atmofphere with his 
SWCB 4 |. gilded 
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gilded wings, clofe befide the fine feat on which 
the loving couple fet out for Ginniftan. I 

As they fkim along, Simouftapha wifhes to 
relatę his adventures.  Setelpedour interrupts 
him. % Let us here confign to, oblivion the 
fnares which have been laid for you: I know 
all the dark defigns of my enemies; I am Not 
ignorant of their malice, and of the tormentą 
which they have occafioned to you: But we 
are now, my dear Simouftapha, furrounded 
with the beanties of nature. Here I could wifh 
to remain with you, were it not giving a fatal 
blow to two hearts, the happinefs of which 
imterefts me as much as that of my own. 
Speak to me about love, and let us forget both 
the perfidious meafures which they have enter- 
ed into againft us, and the vengeance which we 
ought to inflićt upon them.” 

« Ah! who would not forget them,” fays 
the prince, tranfported with love, « iń prefence 
oś the moft beautiful objećt under heaven, who 
is fatisfied. with being loved; and who, although. 
fhe deferves to have altars erected to her, onły 
ftrives to. oblige-others, and farnifhes all, the 
facrifices herfelf I”, , 

„'The clouds ftopped before the Św: of the 
palace : 'Simouftapha is there „ferved with CONn- 
and the moft agrecable colours; his ftomach is 

braced 
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*braced without being loaded; kata he BAS his 
ufual appetite, 

| «© Let us depart,” fays pósetkwy « Let us 
go and fup with our dear.Hlfetilfone ; det uscar- 
ry to her fome of thefe ragouts; I fhalł be-very 
"happy to let'her perceive the fłarour of them; 
4 have nothing that'I would not fhare with her; 
d'woułd even Rn noyępiowie with her, did I 
value it more.” 

;«« Tet' us go,” fays Simouftapha; cout, il 

you firft inform me why you depreciate the pow- 
er which affords us fo much enjoyment.” 
066 Jet us mount our chariot,”. fays the queen; 
<« that is meet only to be. told in private——- 
At is becaufe it prevents me from efpoufing one 
"whom I paflionately love.” 

"The prince and the qucen of the fairies did 
not arrive without being announced ; this was 
'the office of the pretty bird : Zobeida had juft 
łeft her daughter's room, when'the charming 
«creature began to cry Simouftapha! ł 

« «« Simouftapha!” «anfwered «Namouna. 
« What doft thou fay, my dear bird?” fays the 
princefs. "The little prattler, however, anfwer- 
€d nothing but Simouftapha! .Simouftapha! 
<< Where? from .what quarter ?” faid Na- 
*mouna, running like one diftracted toward the 
'gate which led to the palace. 
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ln the mean time, „the company, which 
the bird had announced, arrived by the win- 
dow.  Simouftapha is in the armsof Ilfetilfońe, 
whom he loads with tears and kiffes; the queen 
of the genii likewife embraces him ; and the 
little bird, fapping its wings, cried, w brave! 
brave ! 

When this firft tranfport was over, they fit 
down; they prattle, theyrelate ftories; fometimes' 
theyfpeakallthree together. One wouldhaveima- 
gined that they had not feen one another for an 
age. Atlength the repaftisfervedup. In fuch cir- 
cumftances, even although fomething had been 
wanting in the palace of the caliph, one may 
cafily perceive how many things they coułd w 
aa. with. 

* Namouna, who had had a fhort journey Atór 
nothing, immediately returns, attraćted by the 
noife, to liften at .the back-door.  <* Enter, 
good Namouna;'enter !” fays Setelpedour to her, 2 
little furprifed at the curiofity of the old gnome; 
<« Are you curious'to'fee me ?”——© Ves, ma- 
dam ; I fee that you are as good as beautifut.— 
You are. very obliging, Namouna; and I wifh 
to do you fome fervice." Ah! madam, that is 
very eafy to you who can do all -things ;—pray 
madam, make: me young igain.”*——<« I have 2 
preferable piece of fervice to" render'you; it is 
to wifh you continual good health; and my fkil- 
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ful little bird is going to impart the fecret to 
you. 2) 
« Sleep | fleep |! fleep 1” rak the bird. 
<« I know this as well as it does,” fays Namou- 
na;, < yet I am nota forcerefs, madam.*—** But, 
fuppofe I.give you a potion, which, by lulling 
you afleep, fhal] reftore to you the bloom and 
vigour of youth ?*— Give me only the hun- 
dredth part of your's, madam, and Ffhall gąpE 
myfelf more beautiful than the full moon.— 
<< Come, Namouna, be not uneafy: You de- 
light in chearfulnefs ; I wifh you to poflefs more 
grace than ever : „Y gu fhall have dimples in your 
cheeks, a charming fhape, and a handfome lit- 
tle foot.”—* I thank you, madam.” Iifetilfone 
difmiffes her governefs ; the repaft is ended; 
and the queen of the genii returned to Gin- 
niftan. 
|  Simouftapha re-entered the zalącę after the 
caliph had retired :—It was improper to difturb 
his repofe, and they put off till the morrow the 
good news.which they had to. impart ;to him. 
In the mean time, joy reigned. throughout all 
the apartments of. the young prince ; the eu- 
nuchs awaked all the flaves, - who rife up, and 
eceive from Namouna an account. of all. that 
fhe has feen ; "They all give themfelves up to 
tranfports of joy,  She,had well nigh wrought 
34) MTY (© UYTWY it 5 + 3 VE" 
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a happy change in the organs of the little 
mute, by reftoring him his fpeech. - | 
As foon as_the caliph had opened his eyes 
Simouftapha was at his feet; they load each o- 
ther with carefles: The fovćreign inftantly 
caufes communicate to Zobeida a piece of ńews 
which fo materially concerned his happinefs-and 
peace. | : 

The Muczins fooń gained the top of the mi- 
narets, to fummon the people to the mofques. 
'Thankfpivings were due to the Almighty and 
his great prophet : "The empire of the Mufful- 
mans had juft recovered the hero to mózg it 
was indebted for all its luftre. 

"The diminution of taxes, the diffufion of 
alms, the releafe of prifoners, the noife of war- 
like inftruments, the military feftivals, all con- 
fpired to teftify the joy of the commander of 
the faithful, and to augment the happinefs of 
the people, who, at laft, faw sę RA a- 
gain. 

'The Indian prince spasłca to his Saeśty che 
adventures which bad fo uńfortunately mifled 
him from Bagdad. He agreed with them in 
blaming himfelf for having neglected fuperna- 
tural aid, with which bis protećtrefs and the 
Perfian philofopher had furnifhed him. He 
likewife related in what mariner the beneficent 
queen of the fairies had delivered him from the 
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fnares into which his imprudence had caft him: 
He laid great ftrefs on the moft trifing parti- 
culars, and fpoke with an animation which a- 
larmed Zobeida. * | 

Śhe feized the firft moment fhe could And to 
mention; him to her daughter. ** Don't you feel 
uneafy,” faid fhe to her, % on account of the at- 
tachment of the queen of the genii for your huf- 
band, and on account too of the excefs of 
gratitude with which he appears to be pene- 
trated ?” 

I, Madam ! ! replied Tifetilfone, I jealous of 
the kindnefs with which the queen loads us! 
Ah! notwithftanding her power and her ami-' 
able qualities, had fhe in my eyes no other me- 
rit than that of difcovering of Simouftapha's, 
fhe would become the idol of my heart. If 
there is one ftar in heaven captivated with the 
charms and virtues of my hufband, it fhould 
become my fun. 

"« Either love has a ftrange effect on my 
daughter,” fays Zobeida to herfelf, «© or fhe has 
lefs of my mind in her than of her father's; for 
I would not be content were T.in her place. - 

The caliph had liftened with great attention 
to the relation of the laft adventures of Simou- 
ftapha. He made him alfo relate all thofe 
which had preceded them fince the marriage of 
the prince with his daughter ; and he ordered 
<A to 
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, to make out a regifter of them, and depofit it 
ainong his records. 

The Indian prince reaflumed ós Rat hę 
private councils of the caliph, and in the divan. 
He likewife continued to join, to his ufual em- 
ployments, the agrecable pleafure of going and 
paying homage to the amiable queen of the ge- 
nii, who never received the vifit of the two 
conforts without returning it next night, or with- 
out loading them with new favours. She de- 
fired Ilfetilfone to come and fpend a few days 
in her palace; the princefs, however, had to 
obtain leave from the caliph, which he granted: 
with pleafure. 

Haroun did not choofe that his daughter, up= 
on whom the queen of the genii had heaped fo 
many prefents, fhould appear at her palace with 
empty hands. Neither did he wifh that fhe 
fhoułd be withdrawn any more from his fight 
by the effećt of magic; a circumftance which 
had given his people fo great uneafinefs, and 
which had opened their eyes upon objects of. 
which he could have excufed their ignorance. 
The caliph ordered his treafures to be thrown 
open to Simouftapha ; and alfo every thing ne- 
ceflary to be prepared for the departure of his: 
daughter, who was to fpend the fine feafon at. 
Cafier-il-Harais, bis country feat, which is at the. 
diftance of three days journey from Bagdad. 

P3 Cafier- 
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* Caffer-il-Farais is a magnificent caftle; fitu- 
ate on the banks of the Aggiala, of which the 
great prophet laid the firft ftone. Its front to- 
ward the gardens prefents us with three hun- 
dred and fixty windows; the outfide of it is 
veneered with alabafter, and marble from the 
eaft, toped with gźrlands of the moft precious 
jafper ; the doors, which are of ałoes and fandal 
wood, turn upon hinges of gold ; the inner part 
is inlaid and ceiled with rofe-wood. Nothing 
can rival the beauty of the furniture, and the 
magnificence of the apartment ; the ruby, the 
emerald, and the topaz, are here diffufed with 
a lavifh hand. Mahomet began and finifhed this 
fuperb edifice for the accómmodation of his 
daughter Fatima, when fhe married Omar-Ha- 
łab. _ During the latter period of the prophet's 
abode upon earth, he frequently repaired to this 
palace, to receive, by-the miniftry of the angel 
Gabriel, infpirations from. on high. "The pen 
with which he wrote the twelve laft chapters of 
the Koran is preferved here in a pea małe, 
enriched with diamonds. 

The garden which belonged to this palace 
was more beautiful than any upon earth. In 
this blifsful retreat the atmofphere was ał- 
"ways ferćne, and no cloud drew a veił over the 
fun. M SUDŁAE bez) 
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The trees, preferving an eternal youth,. were 
never cankered with corroding mofs; and the 
wafting mildew never deprived their branches 
of the benefit of the fap ; „the leavęs, the flow- 
ers, and the fruit, partook of the immortality 
of the trunk, and were soaenualij 1 renewed, 
without falling or withering. 

The perfumes exhaled by thefe flowers €x- 
haufted not their fubftance ; the air was filled 
with their odour; they were always defended 
from noxious infećts and venemous reptiles : 

A refrefhing rain preferved coolnefs and ferti- 

lity in this delightful retreat. 
,_ Birds, adorned in the moft gaudy asie 
fung in concert their melodious notes. In fhort, 
to complete thefe wonders, they varied every 
day, without any confufion in their fituations, 
without any alteration of their fpecies. 

The entrance to this garden was fhut againft 
every perfon except the lawful fucceflor of Ma- 
homet and his family: Had a profane perfon 
entered it, he would have perceived only fright- 
ful defarts, from which the howling of wild 
beafts would have forced him to retire. 

"This is the place whither Simouftapha and 
his fpoufe were to refort; they will be at liber- 
ty to vit the queen of the genii, without feem- 
ing to withdraw from the pastę It will be fup- 

. pofed, 
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pofed that they are abforbed in the enjoyments 
' of the magnificent garden; it will be though. 
that they are fed with ambrofia, and are drink- 
ing luxurious draughts of nectar. 

Setelpedour is engaged in making prepara- 
tions for their reception ; but fhe has reafon to 
fear that Bahlifboull may ditturb the happy 
moments which fhe wifhes them to enjoy. "This 
monfter had been tumbled into the remoteft 
defarts of Upper Egypt, but fhe was unable to 
ftrip him of all his power: He was born a 
prince, and enjoyed every where, however un- 
worthy of it, the privileges of his illuftrious ori- 
gin. 

"Upper Egypt i is peopled with malignant fpi- 
rits, the difgrace of Ginniftan, detefted in hea- 
ven and on earth; they joyfully united under 
the orders of a genius created to command 
them. Their firft expedition, in confequence 
of thefe orders, towards Mount Caucafus, had 
not been fuccefsful ; but. they woułd not have 
been difcouraged by an entire defeat ; rage fup- 
ports them, and makes them blind to every 
danger. Created for action, their very nature 
forces them to enterprife. 

Setelpedour, informed of the new refources 
of her enemy, endeavours to lay a fnare for 
him, into which he may fall of his own accord.. 
She doubly increafes the barrennefs of the place, 

already 
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already curfed, ii Bablifbouii bad. CHIEŻ > 


for his refidence ; he i is forced to leave i it: From. 
hence he pafles into a defart fill more barren, 
and no where finds repofe. —. 

| At laft he difcoversa little green. turf, i in the. 
fhade of a pillar of granite, which fheltered it 
from the fcorching rays of the fun; he ap- 
proaches, and feats himfelf upon it, Six feet 
from the ground, upon the bafe of the monu- 
mćnt, he fees a hieroglyphic, and haftily reads, 
« Pillar, execute the orders of queen Setelpe- 
« dour.” 

Fe had fcarcely pronounced thefe words, 
when a chain of iron furrounds his body, and 
faftens it to the pillar. "The defart immediately 
re-echoes with his bellowing ; the. monfters 
which inhabit it are alarmed, and conftrained 
to abandon their holes, The genii, his attend- 
ants, filled with terror, forfake him; he re- 
mains alone in this frightful habitation ; to his 
impotent rage, fucceeds a calm ftupidity. He. 
cafts his eyes at laft upon his chains, and upon 
the fatal infcription, by the effect of which he 
was loaded with them : He had not run over 
all the hieroglyphic characters, when the infor 
mation he had received completes his defpair : 
It contains this terrible fentence : 6 Thou canft 
< only be delivered by the power of a genius 
« more wicked than thyfelf!” When the 

| world 
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world arofe into form from chaos; when the 
fountains of the 'great deep were opened, did 
another come forth from it? Can another Ko- 
kopilefobe be found, who is neither the grand- 
father nor the protećtor of hę Star of the Seven 
Seas ? 

When Setelpedour had fecured her quiet, 
fhe wifhed, in the mean time, to reward the 
old gnome for the fervice fhe had done her: 
She calls her: «* Tell me, Bakbak, what I can 
do for you ?*—« O queen,” fays the old wo- 
man, * you can do a great deal, and what you 
hąve dońe may be attended with much danger: 
Nobody doubts that it was I who fpoke to you; 
for it is well known that, although I fpeak 
freely, I am difcreet at bottom, and fay no- 
thing, at leaft very little. "There is, however, 
a fmall favour you could do me, and which 
would have no bad confequences : For want of 
teeth I fpeak indiftin€tly, fo that 1 have not 
the fatisfaction of underftanding myfelf; pro- 
cure for me thirty-two teeth !*—« Every body 
would knów of the prefent,/” anfwered the 
queen, ** and you would draw upon yourfelf al 
the enemies you dread: I cannot in prudence 
do more, Ba fix four very firmły to your 
under j jaw.” 

- «Put in theń;” fays the old woman, « thefe 
four teeth, they wilł'not be againft you.” 
Let 
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Let us leave the old Bakbak, to fupply by 
her enchantments the ordinary refaurces of the 
toilette, and let us attend to the preparations 
for the journey which Simouftapha was to make 
with his fpoufe. 

. The treafures of the caliph are laid open to 
the prince; the collection of .all the riches. of 
the monarchs of the earth could not equal 
them ; however, he fees nothing comparable 
to what he had feen at Ginniftan. He finds a 
fcymitar, the hilt of which is ornamented with 
diamonds, fo excellent and fo well fet, that they 
feem to form one'entire piece ; he is les ftruck 
with its brilliancy than with its fize; this wea- 
pon might ferve a warrior much above the or- 
dinary ftature ; he is defirous to try if he can 
ufe it; he draws it from the fcabbard, brandifh- 
es it for a moment, and appears furrounded 
with lightening, fo fparkling is the fteel of the 
blade: He endeavours to examine the mark, 

and difcovers hieroglyphic figns which he does 
not. underftand ;- he immediately calls the ge- 
nius of the box to give him the jie" of 
them : Jemal appears... | 

„ Obferve'thefe figns, fays the „prince. to him. 
—Ou queen alone, fays he, can explain them 
to us, they are figns of power; but we 
know the fcymitar ; it fell from the formidable 
hands of Kokopilefobe, in the. great. combat 

which 
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which he loft againft Mąhomet ; the latter has 
fince left it to his fucceffor. 

The'prince of the Indies takes the fcymitar, 

and prefents it to the caliph, as the only gif 
worthy to be offered to the quećn of the genii. 
m the mean time, the efcort, which was to ac- 
company the conforts to the pałace of Caflar-il- 
Harais, announced. , by the noifeof warlike inftru- 
ments, his arrival at that of the caliph: It was 
comipofed of two thoufand men on horfeback, 
chofen fróm amohg the moft diftinguifhed of the 
youth in the armies of Haroun; fix hundred 
knights armed at all points, with a lance in their 
hand, and their arm loaded with a large fhield, 
followed, attending the carriage of the princefs, 
which was drawh by fix of the moft beautiful 
elephants in the Indies; twelve Camels were 
loaded with the baggage, and the eunuchs cło- 
fed the rear. 
** Simofftapha, mounted upon his beautiful 
courfer, kept near the carriage; he was cover- 
ćd with arms, the płates of which, raifed with 
threads of gold, were encrufted with diamiónds: 
"The _horfe, "held by two „groOmns; neighed 
with joy, tofińig itś proud - 'mane. Iifetilfone 
admired the gracefitlnefs of her fpoufe, gentły 
ftroaked the courfer; elated" with the barden 
which he carried." : "IP . 
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This fplendid retinue took the road to the. 
palace; thehighways had been levelled; and there 
was no obftacie to retard their march : "The de- 


pendencies of the caftle were immenfe, and af- 


forded convenient lodgings for all their train : 
None but Simouftapha and the princefs were 
allowed to enter the garden. [he beauty which 
they found there flled them with rapturez 
but there was a curiofity ftill snore interefting 
to the princefs: It was a tree, the fatal fruit 
of which deftroyed the human race. A fer- 
pent furrounds the trunk, from which it can 
never depart; thick darknefs covers its eyes: 
A bird of an azure hue, with its head and 
legs of the colour of gold, flutters conftantly 
around the tree, perching upon all the branch- 
es fucceflively ; it fings none, but exprefies its 
thoughts in the moft correct Arabic. 

When the bird had perceived the two con- 
forts, it ftretched out its bill as a fign of joy, 
and gave them the ordinary falutation: * AI 
hail to the race of man; there is one God on- 
ły, and Mahomet is his prophet!” 

Iifetilfone was charmed with the prettinefs 
of its accent, and the purity of its language; 
fhe is eager to interrogate it. 

Charming bird, fays fhe to it, are you hap- 
py to fee us here?—You are children of the 
prophet ; you have entered by the good gate 3 

Vo. EH. Q_ you 
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you muft go out by that which: leads. to hea- 
ven.--But we are going to Ginniftan.—It is a 
journey which man' makes' every day upon 
earth — Do you difapprove of mine ?—No; be- 
caufe you will bring back: my wife, and our uni- 
ted endeavours may be able: to recovćr our fon . 
whom -yóu have left in the palace.——What! are 
you the father of the charming bird which I 
have, and which is fo good ?--It muft become 
more fo.— Why-does not. he fpeak as well as 
yourfelf ?—Becaufe" he' has. not had time to 
learn, and becaufe he turned his back- upon 
the light, refufing homage to the «chofen pro- 
phet of God.—And your wife ?--—My wife is at 
Ginniftan ; fhe was inquifitive, and is now fuf- 
fering for her: folly: We go there fooner 
than we'incline, and cannot return when we 
ace willing.—H'hen fhe is with Setelpedour -— 
 Wou ate right.——Do you love Setelpedour -—I 
love every thing which comes pure from. the 
hands of the Almighty: 1 fhall fee Setelhedour 
«when fhe ceafes to be a fairy.—Is it in her 
power to ceafe to be one?-—Shie has .onły:to 
'wifh it.—Do I aćt wrong in going to her ?— 
Yóu are obeyimg the decree of heaven without 
knowing it-—ł am delighted with you, my 
pretty bird; allow me to bring your child to 
you.-—-He 'is a fairy, I woułd kill him; I'can 
only fee him at a particular time, : and "along 

| with 
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with his mother.—Suffer me to eat of thenfruit 
of this tree ?-—That is a womanifh defire ; it. 
was thus that:your firft mother drew down up-. 
on herfelf and upon you the:wrath of heaven : 
befides; there is the appearance: of fruit,ońly 5 
you woułd eat nothing ; „and the:ferpent which 
you fee woułd”bite ybur heel ;+ fo ;that, you 
would fall into reał evil, without receivińg any 

enjoyment.—That tben-is the tree of know- 
ledge ?2—It is a fymboł of it „—Where is thę 
tree of life f—Tn the garden of the great pro- 
phet.—My pretty bird, fince you know all 
things, tell me why the fea was made, and the 
tinie -of its formatión ? —'The Creator alone 
knows all things; the fea was created -on the 
day when Kokopilefobe revolted and was pu- 
nithed ;*the rebels were employed: in digging 
its channel.—My lovely bird, may I eat of. the 
other fruits which are here 2—Go into the pa- 
vilion at the end of that walk; an entertain= 
ment is there prepared for you : It is the. place 
where Mahomet retired to fay his długcia and 
Wo his ablutiens. 

-—From the whole of this serato Ghcuni 
ftapha perceived with regret, that the amiable 
Setelpedour, as queen of the fairies; could not 
be agrecable to the great prophet.: The love of 
religion ftruggłed in his heart, IRAK that whiełę 
be felt for this queen. js 
Q_2 The 
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- "The two conforts entered into the pavilion 
of Mahomet, where they found all kinds of 
fruit, which united beauty with the moft ex- 
quifite flavour : When they had' finifhed their 
repift, Simouftapha, leaving Mfetilfone in con- 
verfation with the bird, returns to the palace, 
to give notice to the chief of the €unuchs, that 
he is to retire for fix days into the pavilion in 
the garden with his fpoufe, during which time 
they fhould ftand in need of nothing: A mo- 
tive proceeding fróm 'devotion, is always laud- 
able ; and the flave was.far from fufpećting that 
they had any other. 

Simouftapha again joined his fpoufe near the 
tree ; he wifhed to confult the bird about his 
jewbeyo: 

' He demands ofe: „it, whether he fhaii em 
ploy the genius of the box, or that of the 
ring 2— What is itfelf uncertain,” anfwers the 
wife bird, ** can exercife here no kind of powa 
er; and its greateft advantage would confift in 
your being a flave to it; but you have no oca 
cafion for fuccours of that nature. "Take one 
of my fcathers, it alone will carry you to Se- 
telpedour ; give it to my mate; it wiłl remind 
her of me, and procure for her the'means of 
returning hither. She muft concęal it careful: 
ły in her tail: Every thing that comes from 
me will afford you a fhade wherever you_ go. 

What 
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What I give you. appears a'wćak inftrument ;* 
but there is p ufelefs'in the hands of the 
Oreatópt «rf tr cod bosia dxdw JYR 
» "The divine bird fpreads his beautiful tail:; a 

feather falls from it, which: is; transformed in 
an inftant into 'a 'commodious* and fpleńdid 
chariot, in which: the two conforts, place them- 
felves, and are conveyed to the fteps of Setelpes 
dour's thtone. She comes down. with all fpeed 
to embrace them, and difmifles her divari, with 
which fhe'had every: reafon' to be difcontented: 
The genii'retire, cafting defpiteful łooks at the | 
conforts; the queen perceives it, and reftrains in 
the mean time the anger which filled her breaft. 
"I would feat you on my throne,: fays :fhe' to 

Simouftapha and his fpoufe, were I not;afraid 
that you would:bć as little at your eafe upón it 
as myfelf ; mny:fubjećts are meditating a revolt ; 
my attachment to you vexes them they aferibe 
to'this all the decjfions which proceed. frón my 
fovereign will : If. I hinder them from turning 
upfide down, by their outrages, 'the earth, over 
which they claim: the command; -if1my:pru- 
dence prevents tenipefts and: wars; itis żny łove 
for Simouftapha which hinders them from exe 
cuting their fchemes. I have'caafed Bahlifboulł 
to be chained in the midft óf a defart, and his 
fpirit aćts<here'im oppofition to my authority. 
Ahefe dificulties wilbnot prewentysu: from be- 
j 0.3 ng 
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ing equally dear to me : l'amv going to rid my= 
felf of 3lł the bonds which attach me to my fub- 
jeśts; I will break them in pieces; _tliey have 
been fullied, and they ought to uńite us no more. 
1 long for the time which fhall join =me clofeły 
tb you ; «my: heart has already learnt to fhake 
off every other: chain ; but you muft afift me 
in humbling. my proud heart. ' Come, and re= 
vivę, by your tender and unaffećted carefies, 2 
foul fatigued by the diforders which furround 
it, and the conflićts'which it experiences. I 
know, that cyou come from Caffer-il-Harais. 
The inchantments of this place are no compen- 
fation for the innocent amufements which you 
have forfaken: "The companion of. the bird 
which 'yotr faw €ntertains me perpetualły with 
the aftonifhing wońders of the garden of Cafler- 
il-Harais. "From thence, fays fhe to. me, iflued 
the dłame of truth, which enlightens the 
world. It. burms there ftill, under the moft 
<liverfified ' emblems. O that I 'coukd depart 
with you this moment, and retire. to that undif- 
turbed afylum 1 When I talk of happpimefs be- 
fore my bird, the word Caferzil-Harais is al- 
ways in its mouth : But it tells me that the gar- 
den can be opened to: no female. Muffulman, 
unlefs fhe is related to the vicar of. God upon 
earth : It is not then enough that Simouftapha 
"give mie his hand ; if the generous Ilfetilfone 

does 
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does not alfo efpoufe me, knowledge, happinefs, 
and repofe, 'are removćd from me fob ćver. |") 

Could 'I refufe; ta: adopt: yau'for. my fifter |; 
fays the princefs : Your: doubts rend my heart$ 
yóu have.won it ; it bełorigs as: much to yotras 
to Simouftapha. * How happy'am 'I; in: having 
the half of myfelf to beftow:upon you; that 4 
may feel how "much'-the: whole is indebted ta 
your goodnefs ! bni 

q4-My dedr friends!” replies Setelpedówr; 
4 every thing is going forward in our favour; 
but all is not óver: I: am ftill upon the throne. 
I hąve neither broken the wand -which 'ferves 
me for. a fceptre, nor the talifman which I'hołd 
of my grandfather : It is here that:I' muft res 
fign my authority : It is here that I. muft tram= 
ple my crown under foot :: Whatever meafurćs 
Ifhall refolve upon, my aćt, deprived of all the 
eclat which I muft give it, would overwhelm 
me. with confufion ; I fhould be expofed.to the 
danger Gf fupplying the place of Bahlifboull up- 
on the pilłar, to which. I have chained him, in 
the lower Thebais, ańd 1 fhóuld 'abańdon: my- 
felf to the veńgeance of all my fubjedts. 

« But, when I fhall have accomplifhed this 
great defign, who will carry me from this dan- 
gerous abode, " Rzy: me /to Cafier-il-Ha- 
rais?orni £ | 

UQRO 2 + DĄ JIIEG 21 «e. That 
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4 «e "That fhall be my care,” faid' the princefs, 
* holdińg "in her hand the' beautiful feather : 
This iś the chariot which cońveyed "us hitkór : 
"This feathef was intrufted to me by the mate 
of the bird, which muft be about you, and which 
I have not yet feen.” 

«6 Tt is jndeed with me,” fays the qneekń : M " 
iś no lefs inteligent than'the one you faw'at Caf- 
fer-il-Harais, whofe companion 'it fhall'always 
remam : I know not the'reafon of their.fepara- 
tion. * "Their fón, which I gave you, repaired to 
me after his difobedience; IT amufe myfelf with 
his pratting, which, though laconic, is cón= 
ftantly true « If" he had been ignorant, he would 
not have refembled his fariily; but, although his 
knowledge extends to the paft, the prefent, and 
the future; he knows nothing móre than a word: 
6f. every thing. His mother is come here, 
no doubt; to” find him and inftruct him; for 
fhe is continually talking to him. 'I obferved 
their converfation, which I did ńot underftand : 
"Fhey always efided with this anfwer, which fig- 
nified that he did not comprehend her : Nozbing, 
rożbing, notbing! Hence it appears, that rebelling 
againft wifdom "may harden *'the' underftand- 
ing. The mother, at laft, loft all patience: I 
made yeu'a prefent'of her fon, -for he was necef- 
fary to your defigns: She was noways vekxćd at 
hisabfence. Since I felt the charm which at- 

taches 
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taches me to you,: I have wifhed for imftrućtion, 
and have requefted lefions from my divine bird.” 
« When you fhall have a forehead. lefs fpark= 
« ling,” 'faid it. to me ;.*£ and-when I  fhall 
«© have my beautiful taił, ,we will fpeak-- af. che. 
« fciences.” 

« Flence I concluded that my crown over= 
awed her, and forced her to be.filent; and, as 
to her tail, I had perceived that whenever fhe 
took. wing, it did-not end in a point like that of 
other birds; I found it deficient in gracefuk- 
nefs. "The feather which you bring may be the 
one which is wanting ; let us go and prefent it ta 
her, and enńdeavour to make her fpeak.” 

It may well be fuppofed, that, notwithftand- 
ing this long converfation, the queen -had fur- 
nifhed her guefts with all neceffary refrefhments; 
there had been intervals ; and all thefe tbings 
had been difcufied in the-hall of the divan, at 
table, and in the gardens, which had no more 
charms for Setelpedour : At laft, the faint 
fhades that precęde the night 2nAeLHĄGCA its ap= 
proach. 

This. is the moment which my bird prefers 
fays the qućen ; elfewhere it avoids the dark- 
nefs ; here the day is troublefome to it; but I 
begin to comprehend its motives. . The cage of 
the bird is brought in, and Nifetilfone advances. 
| | My 
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« Mypretty charmer, fays fheto it, your hufband 
hath given me this moft beautiful feather, that 
I might reftore it to you. All hail to the daugh- 
ter of the prophet! fays the"bird: AJ hail to: 
-* the defcendant of the ambaflador of God ! All 

hail to. the heirefs of the virtues of his repre= 

fentative on earth! "The birds 'of heaven are 
bourd to ferve her, and my hufband has done. 
nothing but his duty. As a'crown to a queen, 
fo is. his beautiful feather 'to me. Having faid' 
this, the bird takes'hold of it in its bill, and 
fixes it in its tail, which inamediately appeared 

?onger and more fparkling. i 

- "Why are you not with' your hufband ? fays: 

the princefs.—Fvery one to his own affairs.— 

Will ours be foon accomplifhed ?—-Fere are 

three. of you.—Will you anfwer the queen 

to-day, if fhe defires to be inftructed 2—The. 
half of your work only 'is done. —-Whence 

comes our aid for the other half ?—From a- 

bove and below. —Will you inform me, my 

wife bird, about what I fhalt afk of you ?-—I- 
ewe you the truth which I know.—Your huf- 
band informed me when 'the fea. was made, 
now at what time were the ftars formed 1—At 
the fame period, to replace in heaven the num- 
ber of the rebels who had been driven from 
* thence.—What is that brilliant ftar which we 
fee - furrounded / by ten finaller. ones ?-—The 
| largeft 
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largeft is Mahomet, the others are ia diftin- j 
guifhed prophets. .. * * 

Setelpedour, far from. elt ofiended. at the p” 
anfwers of the bird, fmiled with .great compła= 
cency.  Simouftapha remarked this, and made 
bold to offer the prefent he had brought, the 
fcymitar of Kokopilefobe. 

<< My dear prince,” fays the queen to hd 
<«« when I: was”miftrefś of my heart, and my 
hopes refted on myfelf, I would have given an 
empire to be poflefied: of the formidable wea- 
pon which: you offer; but now it is only in 
your hands that it can afford me fecurity; and 
it becomes of the higheft value to me, as 
it-infures your fafety. - Part not with it til 
times lefs. troublefome_ than thofe with which 
we are threatened. O, my charming Ilfetifone! 
when fhall we three know no other enchant= 
ments except thofe of love ?” 

"The lovers fpent three days in the moft aż” 
grecable overflowings of joy; but thefe plea= 
fant "moments. were . difturbed by fears, the 
foundation of which was not imaginary. ' 

Setelpedour, all powerful, becaufe fhe reign- 
ed over the legions of Kokopilefobe, reigned,; 
however, only in his name: Her condućt tas 
contraty to the conventional laws eftablifhed, 
and fanćtioned by cuftom, in: Ginniftan: No 
perfon could command there, till he was 'en- 

_ tirely 
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tirely fubjected to Kokopilefobe or Bahlifboull : 
She had, by her own authority, raifed to the 
command the Muflulman Benalab, who never 

had bowed under any yoke except that of God 
and his prophet: She reigned with fuch glory, " 

. dn othćr refpećts; fhe fhone fo confpicuoufly 
by her other great qualities ; that the genii, in 
their eathufiafm, by giving her the title of Star 
of the Seven Seas, compared her to the re- 
fplendent ftar of Mahomet ; they faid. in their 
pride, «c Kokopilefobe is the King of kings, 
and Setelpedour is his deputy.” 

- „But the wife Benalab had ufed his power 
with difcretion : Sbe had not become enamour- 
ed of him; fhe did not admit him to all her 
entertainments, to all the fecrets of the court 
and ftate ; fhe did not make him her mafter; 
but, in the mean time, facrificing all for Simou- 
ftapha, fhe had done what was ftill more ex- 
traordinary. | 

She received a woman, whom fhe was not 
fatisfied with treating as her equal, but whom 
fhe compelled on all occafions to fit „on her 
right hand. And, that mortał beings might 
triumph with impunity, fhe had banifhed Bah- 
lifboull and -.Afmonchar, and had loaded with 
Chains the moft powerful of the genii, Koko» 
pilefobe alone excepted. 'Thiefe news had pe» 
netrated the deep caverns into which the proud 

fovereign 
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fovereign of the genii had been tumbied; -grery 
thing was ripe for a revolution, ć 

Setelpedotrr was too watchfuł not. to forefeę 
and prevent it: She embraces the young couple, 
who were feized with terror at her' project; 
« Depart,” fays fhe to them; * return to Caf- 
fer-il-Farais ; I will very foon join you for e- 
ver ; but let Simouftapha be ready at the firft 
fignal to fly to my afliftancć ; make ufe of the 
feather of the bird for your journey ; and hence- 
forth renounce zll fuccours which dępeńd Oń 
the power of Kokopilefobe. 

Simóuftapha and his fpoufe return to the 
garden of Caffer-il-Harais, and wait with im- 
patience the iffue of thefe great events. 

They reftored the feather to the bird: « My 
wife has done her duty,” fays it to them$ 
* my feather is always at your fervice; hold 
yourfelf in readinefs, Simouftapha ; ; you fhali 
have occafion for it prefently.” 

"The queen of the genii had too much pry* 
dence not to lny the ftorm before it fwelied tę 
an exceflive height. Already the gld Bakbak 
and her „Aephew Jazzel, benumbed with tertor 
on account of fome indireżt threats, „impradent- 
ly uttered againft them, had fied_ to.her for 
protettion : Setełpedour I fees that he AR not a 
moment to lofe. = SE, A 

Vo. n POETWĘ. USSSZ "PEWNA 


"TO4 ARABIAN TALES 


"The day after the conforts left her, fhe con- 
voked 4 general councił, and difpatched ]azzel 
wpon another feather = the bird, with this bil- 
let for Sinouftapha :.* A 

1a Dear prince; foto infiancly i in the fame 
«c carriage which: I have fent ydu ; bring the 
<« Koran and the fabre .of your grandfather : 
«You may conjecture my. fcheme; and my 
«© condućt «wiil fully explain it to you. Our 
« dear Ilfetilfone may wait for us near the tree 
«c sthich fhe mentioned to me; the wife bird 
<€ will not allow her to be overcome by ground= 
4€ lefs fears.” © 

Simouftapha had too. Ais a A to hefi- 
tate a moment: He takes the divine book; he 
arms himfelf with the formidable fcymitar ; 
and, if the fairy-feather had not conveyed him 
fo rapidly, he would have been able to arrive 
at Ginniftan on the wings of love. 

"The divan is aflembled: Setelpedour af- 
cends'the throne : "The reftlefs genii eagerly 
obferve her couńitenańce, and are aftonifhed at 
het firmnefs': She fpeaks in thefe terms: 

//« [know that my conduct is blamed, and 
that płots are formed apainft me: It has been 
in my power openlytó infićt very fevere pu- 
nifirnents ; but I difdain all black fecrecy. If 
it appears humilating to my fubjećlts to: obey 
zmy will, it is no lefs fóto me to be fubjećted 

to 
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to laws, the wifdom 'of which 1 cannot. per- 
ceive ; amd I had rather live the-fłave of truth,. 
than reign" by”falehood: ovćew corrupted /fub- 
jects.”  Simouftapha then «appeared, /to. the 
great aftonifhment of the o PR: "She calls 
him, and places him by:her fide. ': £' 
« Come and: afiift me,” fays fhe to him with 
a firmer tone, to hold: the laft councił at which. 
IT wifh ever:to prefide; and you, rebels! at 
tend : I mean-not: to reproach you with rifing 
againft me ;: you have onły followed the incli- 
nations of your hearts ; but, in order that I may 
forget yońir rebellions, abjure with me the 
„power:we; hold-of Kokopilefobe; let us re- 
nounce the. crimes of my grandfather, and 
thofe'which he made us commit upon. the fa- 
tality of the. łot which hurried us into.them ; 
and fwear, as I do, upon the divine Koran, 
that.you will be the flavćs. of God, and of his 
great prophet Mahomet !” 
 H tbe cloud which contains the thunder had 
burft in thę midft of the divan, it would have 
produced: lefs. fenfible effects than; the unex- 
pected difcourfe of: Setelpedour: "Terror fuf- 
pehds their fpeech ; flaming fulphur iflues. from 
every quarter; and this infected odour filled the 
ball. Ona fudden a frightful noife is heard : 
Żt is s oscafjane „by,the; arrival of. Bahlifboul; 
Jadzi SQ 6%: AB] 2:3) edi ks WBQ 
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who had been delivered from his chains by Ko- 
'kopilefobe himfelf. 

*"This formidable 'genitis, cóvered with burn- 
img armour, of frightfuł ftature, and hideous 
zdpóct;" entered precipitately, and attempted to 
ftrike down Setetpedour with his lance of fire ; 
--Simouftapha draws his fcymitar, and parries 
the fatał blow. "The light which darted from 
the brilliant "weapon óf the Indian « prince" 
blinds in a monmient his'adverfary, and his ac- 
eornplices ; and they all appear thunderftruck. 
Horrid darknes inftantly overfpreads Ginnif- 
tan : The fun had never enlightened that de- 
teftable country ; the light which had hitierto. 
fupplied it was the effeft of a tontinuał: eń- 
ehantment, the charm of which was in the 
erown which Setelpedour had juft trampled un- 

er her feet, * 

' Simouftapha and Setelpedour, with wary 
fteps, traverfe tHe darknefs : They arrive at the 
apartment 6f the bird of paradife, whofe fpark- 
łing head enlightened all around : Evtry time 
he moved it, or fhook- NE a it emitted a 
new łufire. 3 0006 

"«Let us begone, my desk miftrefs,” fuys the 
pretty bird, © all my feathers are at your fer- 
vice; but take along with you the old Bakbak 
and her nephew;'they are both benumbed with 
kk 1 know not wlio told them to take re- 

, fuge 
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fuge under my cage ; but they have been well. 
advifed.” 
- Bakbak and Jazzel had falłen into a fwoon: 
They are tied on the fore part of the chariot, 
formed of the feathers of the bird; and our 
lovers, delivered: from every danget, fet out 
for Caffer-il-Harais. | | 

- The fairy-feather which had łowrce Si. 
mouftapha goes off to inform Ilfetilfone : It 
accofts this young princefs in the. fhape of 
a white pigeon;' perches on her fhoulder, 
and fays to her: ** Madam, Simouftapha and. 
Setelpedour are juft arrived; but you cannot 
receive the queen in the garden; fhe is not yet 
permitted to enter it; come and wait upon her 
in the great faloon of the palace.” , 

_ "Fhe princefs flies thither ; the bird. follows :: 
"Fhe three lóvers embrace each other, their 
tranfports are boundlefsz and the profpect of 
an union, which. no obftacle fhall be able to» 
thwart, appears to raife them to the fummit of” 
Rappinefs. 

Another fcene_- of. odżdie palies „upon. a 
ftand on which Simouftapha had laid. the Ko- 
ran: 'Fhe two birds. had. both. left their cage; 
and, having endeavoured. to get before each | 
other, refted on the edges of the fącred book... 
When they had. refpectfully. faluted it / with 
their bill and their wings, they, mutually Ca 

Rz refled. 
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reffed one another in the moft affeltionate 
manner. 1 

On a fudden, the little bird which. Setelpe- 
dour had given to the: caliph's daughter, and 
which remained -conftantly „in the caftle, be- 
caufe it could not be admitted into the garden, 
runs up, and, without daring to reft on the 
Koran, waits til] its parents invite it to ap- 
proach. "They afift it in mounting; they ca- 
refs it; and the little animal cries out in its 
own language, as yet unfortunately toa limi- 
ted, << True! True! Only true?” 

For the firft timć it was heard to utter two 
words fucceffively. "The curfe pronounced up-. 
on it was taken.off: Inftrućted by its parents, 
and become faithfuł like themfelves, -it was 
- going to enjoy all"the priviłeges of the birds of 
paradife. "Fhis little interefting fcene agreca- 
bły arrefted the attention of the lovers; but it 
was now time ta converfe about their perfonak 
toncerns. | 

- Setelpedour relates to Ifetilfone the ftory of 
her abdication, and the vałour of the hero who. 
had defended her agaimft the threats of the hi- 
deous Bahlifboull : Thę recolleśtion of this 
feene givćs new animation to her countenance 3 

and fhe appears irradiated with glory. 
ifetilfone, wifhes to perfuade her new com= 
panion to partake with her in the pleafures of 
the 
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the garden of the palace. ** My dear princefs;”. 
replies Setelpedour, ** neither you nor, Simou-. 
ftapha can of yourfelves open the gates of that 
delightful abade ; even the: wife of Simoufta-. -. 
pha cannot enter it, till: the'vicar of God upon. 
earth, the great caliph Hłaroun-Alrafchid, by 
adopting her for his. -daughter, fhall allow her. 
to be admitted to alł its priviłeges. I owe to 
Simouftapha ths happinefs of being a Mufful-. 
man ; to you it belongs ta. direćt the means by 
which fhe, who was queen among idols, may 
attain that perfećt converfion which fhall ren- 
der her for ever the flave of Grod, and the a- 
poftle of the deftroyer af idols. I will. medie 
tate on the holy book from which I have hi- 
therto turned away my eyes ; the, angelic voice 
of the birds of paradife fhall be my interpreters. 
Go, and revifit parents whofe happinefs de-. 
pends upon you; children, who ftretch .out 
their arms to embrace you; and who from 
you alfo muft derive their happinefs : Speak of 
mie to the caliph ; tell. him that Setelpedour 
languifhes, as a vine detached from the elm, tilt 
'fhe become the fpoufe of Simouftapha ; that 
the prince of the Indies can only efpoufe her 

wha is publiecly declared the daughter of the 
commander of the. faithful; but in vain will 
fhe be adorned with m a fhe wild Always 
i. 1 " OASŻYGG GZ NAGI bę 
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be inferior in virtue and in charims to the ami- 
able Ilfetilfone. 

* «6 Great queen,” anfwered the princefs, « I 
throw myfelf at your feet.'— I am no longer 
queen,” fays Setelpedour, mailing, her; * my 
throne from henceforth is in your heart, and in 
that of Simouftapha.* 'Thefe declarations were 
fealed by thę.moft tender carefles among the 
three lovers; and if they appeared to abate,. 
the youngeft of the birds cried, Encore! Encore!. 
Encore! 15 ) : 

- At laft Simouftapha and Ilfetilfone fet out 
for Bagdad with the fame retinue as before: 
They return to the palace, where they are 
anxious to entertain Haroun and Zobeida with 
the telatian of the wonders they had feen, and. 
the emotions they had felt. 

"The generous princefs perfuades her _ father: 
to adopt Setelpedour fox his daughter, in order 
that fhe may become the fpoufe of Simoufta- 
pha: "To Zobejda her daughter's condućt ap-. 
pears highly inconfi derate; fhe appears volun- 
tarily to folicit a rival: « Ah! Madam,” fays 
Iifetilfonć to her, * the woman who loves Sie 
mouftapha as I do, can never be my rival, fhe 
can only afift me in promoting his happinefs.” 

"The caliph, better inftrućted than Zobeida; 
fully comprehends the reafons of his daughter ; 
he had, befides, the higheft efteem for: the 

character 
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| character of Setelpedour ; and every thing de- 
termines him to undertake a journey to Caffer- 
il-Harais, "whenever the affairs GE, fiate" fhall 
permit. PN zigk” 

In the mean time, Set telpedowr begins a re- 
form which was neceffary to enable her to em- 
brace the law of the divine „prophet : She en- 
deavours to get herfelf inftructed in new prin= 
ciples, of' which fhe was ignorant : She curbg 
her proud imperious mind, already become: ge- 
nerous and beneficent : She is in queft of a vir- 
tue morę funple and more pure, which rejects 
every interefted motive, which banifhes felf= 
love, the bańe of fociety ; that virtue is chari- 
rity: It extends to every object, and difplays 
itfelf by every fort of means ; it often happens 

„ that we have no occafion to open our hand ta 
give a great deal. 

Setelpedour had withdrawn Bakbak and her 
nephew Jazzel from the wrath of the genii; 
but what wiil become of them, ftrangers upon 
the earth, banifhed from Ginniftan, and 
thurft out of heaven? She undertakes to put 
them under the fame protećtion tą which fhe 
had committed herfelf : The old woman obferves 
the queen conftantly employed in reading : « Is 
it the Koran that you read, madam >—Yes, 
Bakbak, and I wifh you were able to read it al- 
fo ; Have ydw any defire to know the truth it 

contains, 
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contains, and, together with your nephew, to 
obey them ?—No perfon łoves* the truth more 
than Ido ;'I got myfelf a bad character by 
fearching for it every where, and telling it 
morning 'and night: I never fuffered my verity 
to;be' called in queftion.  It/is true, that, in 
what they call'truth, a great deal may be faid on 
both 'fides 3: but you have only to tell both fides' 
of tlie matter; and, iń that cafe, every thing is 
faid.—-Can you reżd, Bakbak ?—Yes, madam, 
„provided che writing be not' too fmall.” She 
at the fame time cafts her eyes on the firft 
page. > | | 

You muft know, that at Ginniftan they. de-' 
_parted very much from the original language : 
They fpoke'a fort of: broken Arabic, and yo: 
may imagine that the dialećt of the old woman 
was not very pure. Setelpedour condefcended to 
„make her fpell all the letters of the firft line : 
« "here is one God only, and Mahomet is his' 
« prophet.”' " R ! 

When Bakbak had repeated thefe words a 
fufficient number of timeś, '** Ah! that is pretty,” 
cried fhe, «they fhali hear me fpeak; I will make 
a noife, Ianfwer for it.. Below, in the anti- 
chamber; there are two knaves, the genii of the 
box and of the ring, łazy drones, who are alx 
ways fitting with their arms acrofs, and have 
never laid a finger on a book: Ah! I will dif. 
; cowfe 
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tourfe to them about it.—-Let us fee ; we will 
laugh together.—-7bere is osńc—Oh! that's finely 
faid.— Tere is one God,—thats well enóugh 1 
I will not leave them the whole day, till I have 
made.them read with me.”  Setelpedour: fmiled 
at the odd zeal of the « gnome, whó' unmedi- 
ately goes down to the antichamber. 

 4£ Come hither !..come hither, mifereantst 
who love the demons only, becaufe:you are twe 
of them ! „ Here's a book, which has been gi- 
ven me by. our fo great, fo good, fo fwett, and; 
at the fame time, fo formidable queen, that all 
the genii were aftonifhed at her, and overwhel< 
med with darknefs in broad day ; See how'it is 
written! "The pen was taken from the wing of” 
an angel! you could never have furnifhed the 
like, ye bats that ye are! and that ink is made 
with a liqnor from the eye of the raven which 
went firft out.of Noah's ark; but all that is no= 
thing; you muft read like me, 'word for word,' 
what is written :—7 Bere is only=—=7 bere ts cneGody' 
who is=one God only==and Mabomet isz<-only 4 piro- 
pbete What have ye:to fay that, ye wretches ?' 
You never did. any.good aćtion, and ygu will: 
continue in your old tricks ; yet you muft con- 
fider what is to bappen at laft ; .for,.as the 
book-fays ; .< Tbere.is but ore. Gad, „ad <cne. Ma- 
komet, wbo are pr ee w 

J anal; 


204 ARABIAN TALES. 


Jemal, overwhelmed with hisfad fituation, and 
his want of employment, which waś the cónfeż 
quence of the abdication of his fovereign, far 
from giving a direćt anfwer, fays to the old wo- 
man, You are mych broke, Bakbak, fince you 
came here, and you did very ill to forget your 
falle teeth. . i 
* b Raj Ha anfwered fhe, % what does that 
wry-faced fpindle-fhanks mean ? It ill befits 
thee to fpeak of fale teeth ; every thing is 
falfe about thee, even _thy face. Take care, 
for if I gie thee one good curfe, thou fhalt 
again be changed into Ranfrack, and continue 
thy evił ways ; but confider that thou oughteft 
one day to leave them ofł, becaufe, * if Godisa 
« God, Mahomet is his prophet.” - Bakbak 
carries back the book. . 

Well! fays Setelpedour, have you wrought 
a converfion '-—Oh! Madam, anfwers the old 
woman, one cannot make thefe rogues hear 
reafon: In vain did i repeat, * that there is 
- «£ but one. prophet, and one Mahomet, who is 
« God.*—Hold, Bakbak, you make the Ko- 
ran rave: « There is one God only, and Ma- 
<< homet is his prophet.” 
"This conterfation was interrupted by an in- 
terefiing vilit : It was the charming Simoufta- 
pha mounted on his courfer. He had. left 
Bagdad m the morning, and nobody could 
follow 
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follow him; be finds Sctelpedour with her 
book and her birds : She learns with a fati( 
faction, to which the blufh on her cheek bears 
witnefs, that the caliph defigns to acknowledge 
her as his daughter, Ilfetilfone as her fifter, 
and both as the fpoufe of the bearer of fuch a- 
grecable intelligence ; in fhort, that Haroun 
would immediately come in perfon to confe- 
crate an alliance which occafioned fo much joy. 

They interrogate the birds, to know if-any 

thing would crofs this marriage: The bird of 
Setelpedour anfwers, that every thing in Gin- 
niftan favoured it; the bird of the tree faid, 
that this fuccefs would make amends for its be- 
ing fo long deprived of its mate; and their 
"child (which now fpoke with great facility) de- 
clared, that a marriage which procured happi- 
nefs to it muft be fortunate: The lovers made 
them repeat a thoufand times thefe prefages. 
. It was at length neceffary for Simouftapha 
to leave the caftle of Caffer-il-Harais; duty and 
łove recal him to Bagdad, where he paffes an- 
other month before the completion of the wifh- 
es of Setelpedour. 

"The defired event at laft takes place: The 
caliph, his fpoufe, and their daughter, fet out 
for the caftle, in the midft of four thoufand 
knights, and twenty thoufand troopers, prece- 
ded by military inftruments, and all the pomp 

VOL. II. S neceflary 
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necefiary for the defign which was the object 
of their journey. "The _firft "morning they fet 
out, Simouftapha feparated himfelf from the 
cavalcade, to inform Setelpedour of the vifit 
fhe waś about to receive: "This beautiful queen 
meets the ćarriages in the firft court of the 
caftle, and is obliged to receive the -homage 
which fhe.is unable to prevent. « Her beauty 
aftonifhes the caliph, alarms Zobeida, captivates 
Ifetilfone and Simouftapha, and is admired by 
the whole court of the commander of the faith- 
ADU SK | A 

We fhall not dwell upon the ceremoniał of 
their magnificent reception ; the expences werę 
defrayed from the treafures of the caliph; and 
the finits of the garden furnifhed all the deli- 
cacies. _Neither fhall' we infift on the ceremo- 
nies of the mufti, and the delays of the law- 
yers: Nor even defcribe'the płeafures of a 
marriage, which for the firft time united three 
hearts to one another. "We fhall omit all re- 
flections on thć mutual happinefs of the caliph's 
family, of the Indian princć, and at the caftle 
of Caffer-il-Harais; for we have been fo hur- 
ried on by the immenfe fpaces which it was ne-* 
ceflary to traverfe, by the variety and the mul- 
titude of events, that we have loft fight of 
time, which ought to: regulate all our details. 
Lęt us purfue objects on'which it leaves fo fen- 

0 ! fible 
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fble marks, that it is PRO for us to mif- 
take its courfe. | 

The beard of Haconn=4iaGhiA Was. EBORRE 
infinitely more venerablę ;. the. „fame, fire ani- 
mates his łooks ;- bnt deef.wrinkles farrow his 
auguft brow.  Fle had for. ten years difconti- 
wedł his nightly circuits ia Bagdad, which was 
attended with fo great advantages in detećting 
the condućt of his minifters, and watching Qver _ 

"the happinefs of the Maffulmans. But, while 
he percceives the angel of.death advanciag with 
too rapid ftrides*towards him, he fees himfęlf 
live anew in his moft, amiable ofłspring. „His 
grandfon' Hiaroun-Ben-Alrafchid joins to the 
age of ten years all the perfećtions which have 
attraćted our admiration in. the prince of the 
Indies and his fpoufe. « Ocher defcendants no 
lefs interefiing comfort his, old age. Fls fees 
himfelf revive by the fortunate birth of the fon 
of his adopted daughter, a little pPorojkąche 
as beautiful as his father. 

But happinefs is not the lot of. every AC; 5 
that of the Indian prince, far from partaking 
in the enjoyments of the. caliph, thought him- 
felf unfortunate ; and his "PORĘ fharęd in is 
grief. 

"Twelve ycars had. alnad elapftd fince they 
had feen a beloved „fon, who was; their only 
ne 'Happily for them, hoyever, the rofe-bufh, 

8 2 - which 
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which was left them by Benalab, had not de- 
cayed. lt fiourifhed more and more, and 
grew ćvery day móre beautiful. "They had 
comforted thenfelves. with contemplating this 
fhrub, the pledge óf their fon's_profperity, and 
were every moment in anxious expećtation of 
feeing-him again. 

Simouftapha, in order to conceal his firft 
projects, the fuccefs of which was extremely 
doubtful, endeavoured to keep them ignorant 
of his firft adventurćs, from which he was un- 
willing tó be diverted. ©Vhen thefe had fuc- 
ceeded to his wifhćs, he delayed to inform 
them till next day; but, afhamed of a delay 
which appeared to him incapable of excufe, he 
continued in this reprehenfible filence. How 
dangerous is it to delay till to-morrow ! 

- Mean while an era arrived, when the filence 
of Simouftapha became extremely afflićting to 
his family. "The moment that Setelpedour fub- 
mitted to the law of the great prophet, and en- 
- tirely abjured that of Kokopilefobe, all the en- 
chantments which fhe had performed, and 
which had been performed in her name, were | 
deftroyed : "The beautiful rofe-bufh of the In- 
dian king withered ; mourning and defolation 
reigned in the pare and death was about to 


follow. 
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A bird, a, meflenger from the benevolent 
fpirits, pafled over Cafier-il-Flarais in its pa 
fage from India, and. reported.. tbefę, „things | to 
the birds. gł. parądife. „Tkadyd of thę tree. oł the 
Sosa sbichj is pdozć by thę wia 
and get for me a very final, vial, which. you 
muft £il with river-water, from the bafon i in. the 
garden; and then. te jt to my "neck with a fmaj! 
ribband, Ę am. going to Tndia, and our fon 
muft. „accompany | me ; and if any one fhould:afk 
where we are, you muft fay, that I, have taken 
my fon up to. the tree for the purpofe:of in- 
firusting him.” "The „good. little. female did 5 
ihe was ycd | 

„The birds few away with great, DR 
And the „parents „of Simouftapha, when „they 
arofe,: found. the rofe-bufh revived, and much 
more beautiful than ever... A new ftalk. hot 
up; which appearęd to, grow out. (of. the, Śrft; 
and the two. branches. united again ; fo that * 
was impoffible to determine which of, the af 
forded:, nourifhment : to, the. bezutiful dł? 
with which. thęy were loaded, 

„The hopes'of the king and « queen. of chę Iodics 
iwatediately revived. at this „prodigy ; they, fent 
for thę „aftrologers, and reqdired, . of them. an 

explanation of the phenomenon of the fudden 
death and reanimation of thę rofe-bufh. "The 

S 3 dearned 
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learned confidently affirmed, that the prince's 
life had been in the greateft danger, but that 
it had been happily protećted; all the rofes 
with wkich the bufh was loaded were the vir- 
tues he had acquired, and the fciences by which 
he was adorned ; for one virtue beget$ another ; 
and thefe happy acquifitiońs were all cornected. 
Such was the interpretation of the double ftalk'; 
it waś mpoffible to know to which of all his 
excellent qóalicies the: happy fruits. RE they 
produced were to be aferibed.  . 

Al .thefe explanations, as 'ćlear as they ap- 
peared to be juft, agreed perfectly with the 
firft obfervation which had been made at the 
birth of the great prince Simouftapha, who was. 
one day to become the AECOOIPRANYC? pattern of 
thć fovereigns of the earth. * How confolatory 
was this myfterious emblem of the rofe-bufh ! 


But, ah V how much did the reakity exceed this. 


5 igurative. reprefentation I 
_'The Indian king and his fpoufe, wearied 
with fending meflengers i into the four quarters 
of the worłd in fearch of their fon, without 
Tuccefs, determined at length to go ir queft of 
him themfelveś ; and being now convinced: 
that he exifted in fome part of the: inhabited 
world, determined to undertake a voyage. 
* Should any one be difpofed to eenfure the 
„Sery extraordinary” fileńce "of Simouftapha to- 
wards 
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wards a family that ought to have been dear tó 
him, and to complain of. the obftinate deftiny 
which thwarted every attempt ta difcover „him ; 
it may be remarked, that, if the Indian. prince 
. had difcovered himfelf fooner, he would have 
been recalled into his father's "kingdom « at thć 
time of his marriage with Dfetilfone ; that $e- 
telpedour, worthy of a better fate, would have 
continued the queen of the. frightful Ginniftan; 
and that we are here led to admire that favee 
reign wifdom, which, by means of the blind 
conduct of mortals, accomiplifhes its important 
purpofes. | | 
Profperity and happinefs saskie to „reign 
at. Bagdad and Caffer-il-Harais: And. the wife 
Zobeida, thinking her daughter much happier 
fince fhe fhared with . Setelpedour the heart of 
Simouftapka, at.length agreed, that, from a 
„man's union with two wives, a very great ad- 
vantage might refult to ajł the three, provided 
one. of the women kad the gift of enchańt- - 
ment. Pt Ę 3 i 
| w.A rumour of war foon. feparated this charm- 
ing party. "They wrote from: Baflora, that a 
numerous feet threatened thę coaft with an in- 
vafion ; and the caliph, prefuming ! that the in- 
fidels were coming. .t9. revenge their defeat be- 
fore Damafcus,: ordered. levies to „be made 
VEGĄTMA „the whole empire, "Tyo hundred 
| thoufand 
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thoufand men muft march to the relief of. Baf- 
fora, , and the cities which may be attacked ; of 
which army Simouftapha was to, have the com- 
mand. 

„„Lhe troops. aflemblęd, began their march, 
and foon arrived at Baffora ; ; fortifications werę 


erected on every. place where the enemy could 


attempt a, defcent ; the courfe of the fleet was 
watched ; 'and the winds, feemed to favour its 
approach | to the land, and it might come to an. 
anchor in the, road of Baffora.. The fize of the 
vefiels of which it was compofed gave jta for- 
midable appearance ; yet it had not committed 
any act of hoftility ; the fifhermen who were 
employed at a little diftance from it had not 
been difturbed; and it was very clear, that it 
had not .been fittęd out by the infidels: At 
length it fet up the Indian flag. 

„ At this fignal, the heart of Simouftapha was 
greatly moyed: A boat left the largeft of the 
ihips, and rowed towards land. Simoufta- 
pha went on board one of his own, with the 
young Haroun, his fon, and fet off to meet the 
Indian boat. When they, were within hearing, 
an Indian officer who was on board afked per- 


mifion to land, at Baffora; he told that the mo- 


narch of the Indies was on board one of the veflels, 
feeking gevery where for his fon Simouftapha, and. 
+ that, as he purfued h his fearch, „be, „wilhed to pay. 
"homage 


rę 
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homage to his friend and ally the caliph Ha-- 
roun Alrafchid ; he told ałfo that the fpoufe 

of the Indian king had embarked along wić” ; 

him. 

-_ Simouftapha endeavoured to reftrain his tears 
of joy. ** Return to the veficl,” faid he to 
the officer; * I z go on board your boat and 
accompany you.” At the farne time, he order- 
ed his fon inftantly to get ready the caliph's 

boat, and caufe it to be joined by all that werć 
im the harbour; he then went into the Indjan 
boat, and was carried to the fkip from which it 
had come. 

At this moment the Indian king was obfer- 
ving from the deck what pafled in this inter- 
view betwixt the two boats. He had feen + 
mariner, in fplendid armour, enter the boat 
which returned, and ordered people to be pla: 
ced on the ladders to afift him coming on 
board, and he himfelf waited for him on the deck: 

Simouftapha immediately threw himfelf at his 
father's feet, without being difcovered by him, 
and bathed them with his tears. The mo- 
narch, aftonifhed at that remarkable ho= 
mage, in a ftrange country, raifed the man 
who had thus proftrated himfelf. A food of 
tears concealed from him features which werć 
deeply engraved on his memóry and his heart ; 
but the voice of naturć was heard; and his fenfćs 

Bf 
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beińg weakened by the furprife, he reęled againft 
the maft of = vefie, PY: « [tis my: 
font” L: 
This udebaddkiói: and the accident which had 
Happened, quickly Króugłit" the queen, who 
mińgled her tears and €nibraces in the arms óf 
her fonand her hufband; and they all three 
enjoyed thć fweeteft fenfati0R of nature. Thefe 
delightful fećlings were kindled anew by the 
fight of the tender flióot, who foon after żr- 
rivęd. * The yobnig and €harming Haróun, in 
complete armor,” at the age of eleven, and u- . 
niting grace with innocence, was led on board 
by the moft confiderable knights in the Maho- 
metań army, and found himfelf" in the arms of 
parents whom Simouftapha had fo often men- 
tioned. "The joy of this happy family will ad- 
mit of no defcription. "The Indian king land- 
ed at Baflora; the caliph was freed from un- 
eafineG refpecting the feet; and the hope of 
fecing his ancient friend fhed a_gleam of joy 
over his declining days. * TFhefe important news 
reached Cafler-il-Harais; and happinefs was com- 
municated fram' the heart of the prińcefles: to 
that of their' children ; even the birds appear- 
ed to partake: of itj ona thing fhared in the: 
general joy. © m 

"Phe'caliph's army waś difbanded, andthat which 
| PENCAEKA the Indian king remained at Bafz 

| fora ; 
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fora. He himfelf marched to Bagdad, conduce 


ted by Simouftapha, who, attended by four „ | 


thoufand knights, and the caliph,-came out to 
meet tkem with the moft -magnificent retinuę ;' 
and. thefe' affeGtionate friends were again united, 

Bagdad had affiumed a new appearance, : and the 
Indian monarch ćntered it under a long fuccef- 
fion of triumphal arches. , The caliph: had difz 
played all his power to give a fuitable: recep- 
tion to his friend and ally. "The moft fplendid. 
ceremonies were confecrated by the moft folemn 
acts of religion, and were crowned by public re- 
joicings. 

'Fhere yet remained to the king and queen of 
the Indies a very interefting journey. It.was that 
to Cafier-il-Harais, wbere the:two princefles, 
Simouftapha's wives, -and their .charming fami= 
ły refided. 

"The caliph immediately cdijećh oddane 
for this journey, which were in no refpećt in- 
ferior to thofe which Bagdad juft beheld. "The, 
princefles had been informed of, their intention; 
and the banner of the caliph and of the Indian 
king were even feen ftreaming in the air. Mef- 
fengers had gone before the: advanced : guard : 
"They at length arrived ; and,  in.the tranfports 
of mutual affection, thefe two families felt the 
moft agreeable emotions of Nature : The queen 
of the Indies - then: recognifed all the flow. 

a ers 
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ers of the firft rofe-bufh, could never be fatisfied 
with looking at them, and afioótionate pref- 
fing thera to her bofom. **-7 

; „After ' a magnificent wepaft,. they. entered the 
enchanted. garden, - where ąśeaft, as raviihing as 
it was unexpected; awaited. them." 

By: order of the three birds of paradife, all the 
reft were afiembled, and formed a melodious con-- 
cert; and, if they alighted £ for a moment on the 
grafsy they prefentęd t to the eye a plot of an ani- 
mated. flower. not 
ę At. this; „harmonious "font, „the aw. 
and other: little animals, appeared. to frifk in 
meafured. time, and form a rural dance., „The. 
filver fifhes left the fandy bottom of the, bafons 
im which they lay, and, with their xaried fcales, 
refelted. the bright rays of the fun ; The water 
appeared. a. liquid rainbow, whofe different hues 
delighted the eye ; and, if our. lovers wandered 
in thefe delightful groves, it was only to fharę 
their tranfports, by talking af them. 
oikóst» to pas fubjećts the happinefs of his fuc- 
cefsful.voyage.. Simouftapha and his two fpoufes 
maft go along with him; and, to compenfate 
their lofs, the caliph= detained the young Ha- 
roun-Ben-Alrafchid, whom: he married to an 
only <dawghter-of one-of the. fons whom the. 
<ommander. of the. faithful had loft, and who, 
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from that time, became m, pokadzkę futcef= 
for to his crown. p 

Simouftapha, oeetconj and Setelpedour, ert< 
barked with their famiły foć India; and in teżrs 
took leave of the young Haroun. Heattended 
his relations ta the fhore of thd fea, and, after 
ćmbracing therh, ** Raife' an army,” faid he to 
his father; * I will śfk one from the caliphy 
and, with thefe united, we will vanquifh and 
bring baćk tó ourfelves all the infidels; I will 
have the pleafure ół fecing you again, and wi 
bring along with me my littte Yalide ; we wilł 
behold and embracć one another; I will £a< 
refs my mothef and my faftets, and we wit atł 
be kappyt” 

The fieet had alrćady left the fed of Baflora, 
and was in full fiil for the Indian fhores, where 
they arrived, after a. profperous vojagć, and 
ćompleted the happinefs of the pevple. ' Setel- 
pedotr found there a happinefs and peace; ta 
which all the ćrawns of Ginniftań were not 
wórthy to be compared ; and Simońftapha re 
ceived, at length, the reward of thofć virtueś 
which the Perfian żorecnć! had planted in 
his heart. 





SCHEHERAZADE having finifhed the hitory of 
Simouftapha, ftopped for a moment. .<« [s this 
the whole hiftory ?”—It has interefted me very 

VOL. II. T „much, 
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mauch, particularly on account of the birds I 
am extremely forry that they did not all three 
fet, out for India. "They would have contribu- 
ted, in a confiderable degree, to preferve the: 
peace of the family. "Could I enjoy my wilh, 
1 would be vaftly pleafed to have ene of thefe 
birds. You have (for I forgot nothing) told 
mę of : a fifherman, who wifhed to throw nets of 
filk into the water ; but I would willingly hunt 
thefę birds with nets of the feed of pearls. 

4 (This „fancy would prove extremely dange- 
TOUs,, Oh! my magnanimous fultan;” replied 
Scheherazade; ; ść the birds of paradife are not tą- 
ken in fnares like thefe ; you might catch thofe 
of. Ginniftan, which would appear to you. e- 
qually beautifut, „but which within, as, „well, as 
without, ; are perfidious and falfe. As day is is not 
get near, I Could relate to y0ur highnefs a very. 
tragical, and pretty fhort ftory, that would make 
you diftruft any connection with thefe wonder- 
ful birds ; It is that of Alibengiad, fultan of Hi- 
rak*—6 I will hear, it with pleafure,” _replied 
the foltan. „And Schcherazade dys RAR; R 
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The Hyflory sj Alibengiad, Sultat gf Żak, <ahd g 

w the Jet Bird; oj! Prady Fo sie 
A ListxGiAD, falta an of Hird and one of thć 
defcendants of Al, was at' war with the caliph 
Moavie. He thought, to lay a 1 fnarć for the G4- 
liph, by drawing him into a narrow pab, be- 
twixt forme heights, of which he liad made him- 
felf mafter. / Moavie made his army march 
flowły, and fo as to. make thę enemy believe 
tbat he was under: no fufpicion of the  dtratagem 
they had employed againft him. But Aliben- 
giad was fo0n defeated, his army cut in pićces, 
and he 'himfelf taken prifoner,' and fiut „up iń 
a fort upon the Aggiała, a few, -leagueś diftant 
from Cafier-il-Harais. 

"This prifoner, a man of a ferocious chip: 
tion, had, during his reign rendered many, une 
happy, and was now tna able” ta beat his ówn 
misforfunęs. He paiłed' ęóndnusy, from an 
unmanły dejeltion, >; to tranfports * which bórder- 
ed on madnefs. 07 

His whole fociety was an eunuch, of fifteen 
years of age, who was fhut up with him; and 
he paffed his time in prattling with this young 
man, no lefs fimple than ignorant. He exprefz Ę 
fed „to him his aftonifhment, that a man like 

e "T 2 Moavie, 


220 ARABIAN TALES, 


Moavie, «who fpent his time m devotion, could 
fuddenly adopt fuch meafures,:in every conflict; 
as difconcerted <his'eńemićs; and. know before- 
hand their: „AR! «without appeaning ta have 
examined t them.ossrl oW7 sel 

„066 Our caliph;”: fid thd' ddkndkikć «has no 
need of. fo many fpies,. nor of fo much atten- 
tion.: Whenever he is told' that an enemy ap- 
proaches, he mounts' his: camel, . taking with 
him a fupply of:provifions ; his' bird of paradife 
gocsbefore, and points ont: tie! weak parts of 
the. iencityź their: ftratagerńńs," and their: re 
fodrces.»—=W hat bird'is that 2” fid Alibengiad, 

* Have gou never heardy”' replied the'eunuch, 

« of'the:birds-which are in the-gardens of Caf- 
feę-il Harais, not fax from „this? | Mahomet 
brought:a bregd af. them tą.this caftle; they noe. 
never. ga out but:in the fervige of a prophet. 
Thcy are often talked of at the palace; for the 


women have fęen them. . "Thefe birds are f2-. 
cred; they are perfectly :acquainted with the. 
Koran, and: fpeak very diftinćtly. "They. żre. 
faid to da:every thing. « I. have. heard more 


than .a hundred ftories told of them, fo that I 
have fomętimes dreamcd of them. But I ne- 


ver faw.ąny of them, except in a dream. "They: 
 arę extremely beautiful. A$ they move through: 


the air, one would think it<was ą parcel of. filk 
$ying, fo fine and light is thcir plumage. 
« Qur 


4 
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« Our grand caliphv hath certainly. one sof 
them;'which'ferves and «converfes with: him ;- 
but it ische' only who fees<and hears it; by 
which means he finds out'evety thing that hapt 
pens in the palace. We have a negro' among 
us, whio gave out that Re'had' one of(them, 
which could find' any thing that was' Joft. 
But his'bird did not prevent him "— uk 
ing himfelf in the Ilfara.. 

o'The fultan's head, already fomewhat deran- 
ged, "became" ftill' more 'fo' at the relation of - 
thefe wonders, and many: others, with which 
the eunuch conftantly entertained him. « If I 
could,” faid he to. himfelf, * sget a" bird likć 
Moavie's, it: would facilitate my efcape from: 
_ this place; I would regain : my prowinces by its 
aid z I woułd raife an army, and engage the ca£ 
liph 3 the balance of power would'be maintain= 
ed by. forces natural and miraculous ; and we 
fhould then fee which of us two fhould be the 
conqueror.> It is'not *far' from this' to Caffer- 
il-Harais ; if. my voice could reach that place E 
might determine onć of spodek of the. 
garden: to:come to my relief."-—<€ Come! comet 
come żone!” . cried the fultan in his enthufiafm: 
<--Come, celeflial and powerful birds 1 "The" tbrone 
sf Flirak, and the moji Jblenitid empire I may aj wę 
to fubdue; ae że yw cage | c: 

| Pz JE Albengiśd 
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" Alibengiad was fo fulł of this idea, that he 
forgot his prayers both evening and morning. 
Shough an infidel, he had hitherto been very' 
puńćtuaj i in that duty; but now he addrefed 
his vows only to the wońderfuł birds; they a- 
lone occupied his thoughts. - w 

<«« I have feen one of them to-night,” faid 
the cunuch to him one day; **1 thought it 
fpoke to me in my dream.” <« Ah! how hap- 
PY art thou!” eplied thę fultan; © I «would 
give half ry blood to fee e aa bući in 
4 drEem? 9158. ha 

During the nigki this sdea kept the falta 
awake ; which wds'not fureły the way:to have 
the: dream he: dćfred: But fuddenly, at mid- 
night, he heard a knocking at his window. It 
was an hundrćd: nd: twenty feet from the 
ground on the outfide. He' looked; the win- 
dow appeared to him enlightened as if'it had 
been dźy. He examined with” care all around, 
and faw 2 Beźutifił bird perched 0n'the pra- 
ng which was'on the outfide. 5 © | sw 

Albengiad was tranfpórted wiche joy-and a- 
ftonifhment at this fight, and invited the bird 
to come in. « I cannot,” replied the wonder- 
ful creature, but fa difiinctły, that he thought it 
was at his ear; © if, hostever, you are ankious 
© to have me, we may! agree upon termó.” 

Flving fpoken thefe few words, tbe beautiful 
r bird 
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bird difappeared, "and Alibengiad. believed him- 
felf on the poja of becoming the happięf of 
MEN © 05 d dsbitai ma signodT 

(The cunuch was. afieep,. and. had. skodc: 
thing, « The fultan communicated to him. his 
good fortune ; ; and the following. night. they 
were both on. the watch ;. but. they had: only 
the pleafure of pafiing a fleeplefs night. 

Several days 'elapfed in expegtation, impa» 
tience, and want of fleep: „At laft, the bird: 
appeared at midnight.  < Of my own accord,” 
faid<it to.the fultan, * and attraćted. by the 
prayers which I heard from the. bottom of a 
garden in Cafier-i1-Flarais, I came to.you. Now 
JF have obtained permiflion to fpeak with you; 
do you 'wifh that we fhould enter into terms 2% 

With all my heart,” aepłiot Albengiad— 
« Arife then, and let me in.” . 

'The fultan. arofe:  « Place. yourfelf in the 

middle of the chamber,” faid the bird to him, 
4 and repeat; along with RA: „word. for. word, 
what I am going to. fay.. « Chamber * + open : 

6 I command you by Mahomet. «, Bird. Come 
« to me:'I SPODRETRĄE by the, God of the 
<ć earth”; ©. Fw 

Alibengiad, ów befide. himfelf, botioje: 
ced. thefe very words, and. the. bird alighted. on 
his fhoulder. - Its fplendour caft a vivid light 
Aeonadia, the ; room, and the , „żerrified mach 
fell 
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fell: proftrate on the grouńd.—* What do you: 
want of.me, and of the mafter „to whom I bee 
long faid the bird —«. To „get out from. this. | 
rak; to Oił my a odj to avenge wh 
on Moavie. —5*.AU that fhall be dene in time; 
but'we muft begin with ovr efcape from this 

place. «Order, by Mahomet, 'the iron. grating 

which .prevents our paffage to fall down.”. "Ali- 

bengiad  abey ed without. befitation.: «« Com- 

mand.smE, in the. name of .the. great God of 

the earth, ta make you a chariot. which may 

carry you-to Hirak before. the clofe of: day.” 

Alibengiad, full of joy and hope, as he had ał- 

ready feen the grating of his eafement difap-. 
pear;' gave. this. new order.with pleafure. - 

464 leave you the cap of "your turban,” faid 
thesbird, << but. give rhe the muflin of it. c'This 
will be' the. materials of a chariot which wilł 
carry you and the eunuch:” ma Grań cagerly 
czsikić with this cequeft. zrcówz dieć głę1i 

;5< Naw;* faid the'bird, << 1: 'am going, to: feć 
to:work.”: Anditaking hold of one'end:of the: 
móflin with its:bill, it><carries the whole piece 
out.at'the windów: «A moment after, Aliben- 
giad:perceived:otver againft this.wihdow a very 
handfome chariót, in'which the bird was yoked, 
with light ribbands'af crimfon and gold-colonr=" 
ed'flk.'. He went boldly to the window; and 

fiooped 
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ftooped down to go out, and get into the 
chariot. «© One” moment,” faid the *bird; 
putting a foot upon the chariot, *© you <will 
repeat the confeflioń of faith which I fhall dic= 
tate to you.”*—« Undoubtedly,” 'replied the ful- 
tan, very eager to depart.—-If you fail in one 
word, you fhałl bathe for the' laft time in the 
river Aggiala: Mount now, *and, befere bem 
ing feated; pronounce "diftinćtty the following 
words: 6 In the name of the great Kokopile< 
« fobe, the glone god of the worłd, I wifh to 
«© get out from this place, ahd to'go to Hirak.*—r 
£«« What do you fay next, bird?” faid AJibene 
giad. «There is but one God, and Makociej 
« js his prophet.* 

Scarcely had he finifhed thefe wórds; „when 
the chariot was diflolved, and returned to its 
original muflin. "The bird fłew away, and the 
body of - Alibengiad, borne by this light ftuff, 
was, by its own weight, dragged towards :the: 
earth. It fell among the rocks, which are: ba- 
thed by the winding ftreams of the river; but 
was mot dafhed: ta pieces :"Some"of the won- 
derful virtues ftiłl remained jn. the maflin. _A- 
libengidd however was fo ftunned by the fal] that 
he entirely loft the little reafon that remąined to. 
him, and became. quite :flly. . Some fifhermen 
tocję him up, and carried him to. Moavie; 
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"The caliph, informed of the „adventure by 
the young eunuch;. who nd not. fet his foot 
upon the chariot wken i it vanifhed, thought he 
difcęrned, in the punifhtgent i inflicted on the ful- 
tan of. 'Hirak, „the will of. God, and „the intene 
fion of. Mahomet. He granted liberty of body 
to hin, whom a decree from on high had de- 
prived of that of the mind. 

The eunuchsłed<him"through Bagdad as a 
curiofity, and feraped together a little money, 
by fhowing him: to ftrangers.in the kass; as the 
fultan of tbe bird, Alibengiad, entirely deprived 
of his fenfes; nade h6. „reply, but laughed at 
the different cjuefiions which wete put. to him. 

"© ARE fóu done;” fd thć gile” tó Schche- 
razade ; śe. jour ftońy is” impórtant, and rmich 
more fo, by yóur having addrefied pourfelf to 
me in more plaęes than one, Do yon think. 
that my Bedd is mek deranged, becaufe I lovć 
birds 9. Twincible' fultan?* replied fhe, « I 
wifhed' only to fortify 7 ou. *—« Come, come! 
that js eńotufżh $ but be affured that I expect no 
one will ridiculć m 7 taftej and be more difcreet 
in the' chóicć GF your ftories.” = <« 4 propos,” 
added the” fitean, «1 believe 1 recollet zno- 
ther óf theni; it is *about two” >birds likewife, 
that were! feht t6' the king of Egypt" —« Your 
wk fid Scheherazade, ** mehns to fpeak 

of 
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cf a faćt belonging to a very remote era, long 
before the Koran enlightened the world. | 
will relate it, as, fon „aS yóur „highnefs fhall 
have ordered | mę,” — Speak then, I I am all ąt- 
tentión;” , faid. thę fultan z. c but remenber I p»_ — 
"The' amiable fyltanefs underftood him at once, 
nade : a fight bow, and thus „proceeded, 


AT i | 
Hyflory gf Sinkarib, and bi to Piziv. 


AT the time which I have juft now mention- 
ed to you, Sire, Sinkarib reigned in Ninevch 
and Thor, over the empire of Affyria. 'This 
prince was called -to the throne at .a very early 
age, "and had many natural virtues ; but a tafte. 
for pleafure made him negledt his affairs, which 
were.fo great a- burden to him, that the mini- 
fter who relieved him of it might promife him 
felf an abfolute authority. over_ him: Fortu- 
nately for this young monarch, he had the 
wifdom to retain, in the ftatjon of his firft mi- 
nifter, the fame vizir who, with equal fplendour 
and wifdom, . had governed Afiyria during the. 
reign of his father. . Hicar was his name:- This 
man was the beft informed of. his time in all 
the known fciences. , His wildom, his firmnefs, . 
the refourcęs of his mind, „and: the high repu- 

tation 
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tation he enjoyed, cońftituted the happinefs of 
the people, and the fafety 6f the realm. 

' Hicar was poflefied of immenfe wealth ; and 
his palace refembłed an entire city. "The defire 
of having heirs, more than a mifplaced vahity, 
had induced' him to marry fixty wives fuccef- 
fively. He had built fixty Makfura *, and al- 
łotted one to each of-his wives a$-her own pe- 
culiar habitation; but no fruit of thefe mar- 
„riages had yet appeared ; and unfortunately he 
"was more afilicted with this circumftance than 
became a man of fo great wifdom. 

„ "Fhoughr Zefagńie, his firft wife, had fill 
maintained the empire fhe had acquired over 
his heart, yet fhe exhorted him to refigtiation 
in vain: .66.Ą childy* would fhe. fay to him; 
<< js not always a blefling from heaven. You 
-"knów I had: a fifter; whom grief for a child 
brought in forrow to the grave.. Submit, my 
dear Hicar, to' a decree, which, uńder the ap- 
pearance of loading you with affliction, is per- 
'haps in reality faving you from many forrows.” 
-"Hicar paid great defereńce to his fpoufe : She 
was Sinkarib's auńt,'and had never boafted óf 
'her birth. Her conduct had beeń moft amiable 
and prudent, and gave her a claim both upon. 
„his affećtion mid his efteem.  Afhamed of the 

ttep- 


| *Ą fmall detached palace, inhabited by a fingle 
*%oman, unknown to her riyals. 
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dtep'he was about to take, he concealed from 
'her his 'having fent for aftrołogets, to confult 
'them refpedting.the:means he fhould employ in 
zarder 'tó have'a fon: 102 na beldmmsts1 soeisq zid 
7 Che: aftrologers, -fłattered with! the.<canfi- 
„dence of a perfon.of" his rank, returned an an- 
fwer immmediately, and advifed:'him to offer 
a facrifice to :Bilelfanam*,'from whom :he 
muft obtain the blefling he defiród.. 

A Hicar was a native of.the:country of Haram, 
and had-brought from ;thence the: knowledge of 
* „the true God; 'impelled, however, by an irrefift- 
' fibłe decree, ;he went to the: high-prieft of Bilel- 
-fanam, ordered « qicrifice, and. confulted :the 
„oracle: But the oracle wąs filent, and the. high- 

prieft, feiżed with .terror, „rst the vizir 
<to withdraw 

„„Scąrceły. was he: without the temple, fqarce- 
dy: had-he looked around -on., the wondęrs of 
„naturę, when remorfe -troubled , his ćonfcience, 
„and he. awuthe. offence „he had committed, 
againft the. author. of „this „aftenifhing work, in 
„placing his confidence  in:a weak 'idql, and of- 
;fering before -it 'adoration and facriGce: Im- 
„prefed with thefe .fentiments, be zailęd w SR 
.to heaven. 


+ + VOL. IL ; U . « Oh! 


* Bilelfanam is the „oracle of Bel, the god of the 
Adeinje 
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« Oh! fovereign Creątor,” extlaimed ,he, 
«« Bilelfanam is filent, becaufe he was fermed 
to. be:fo:; and will „grant me' nothing, becaufe 
he has" nothing to beftow ; but thou, who art 
pofiefied of abnighty.power, who haft hitherto 
„witb<held what I have fo often afked, hear and 
"anfwer. this requeft, the laft I.fhall ever dare to 
addrefs to you—Grant me a fon?” 

; After this invocation, the vizir, with down- 
caft eyes, and bis hands thrown „acrofs his 
_breaft, was -endeavouring to recollećt himfelf, 
when fuddenly he heard a celeftial voice : « Hi- 
cary” faid it, ** leave off importuning heaven: 
thou fhalt not have a cliiiu ; but thou mayeft 
"adopt Nadan  thy fifter's RR and make. him 
chy heir.” 

«,Hiear ooisiócjh: oo ; io wisko; men- 
*tioning to /Zefagnie the facrifices he. had of. 
fered to the' idol, communicated to her the 
command which he thought he had received 
from heaven. "The virtuous fpoufe yielded ą 
chearful obedience to Gęd. and her hufband ; 
'and from that snoment „they. adopted Nadan 
'as' their fon, sand; united. their. cares.and af- 
'fećtion upon him, who feeraed deftined to them 
from on high. -. 

Nature had lavilhed all her ów on Nadan ; 
he appeared diligent and ftudiousz he fcemed 
to: ozepdy: :the i kindnefs of . Hicar and. Zefagnie, 


'and 
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and promifed even to furpafs their moft fan- 
guine hopes: Hie had 'a liveły and penetrating - 
genius ; but all his talents' and virtues were afe. 
fumed ; and fuch was his artifice, that whatever. 
he affected to be: appeared" perfectly "natural, . 
With this dangerous defect of. character, he. 
joined a deep referve; he was always <MIRON 
and never of his guard. 1793014 0: 

« I fhould wifh *to Gd our child guilty of 
a fault,” woułd Zefągnie fay, «were it onły 
to fee in what manner he wouid extricate him- 
felf; for I Oy” think him by. far too per-. 
R. 2» 

 Nadan was now in his twenty-fifth ycar, a- 
dorned with much knowledge, and deeply fkill- 
ed in the affairs of government and politics; 
ir which his uncle' took” great” płeafure to in- 
ftrućt him. Though fecretly devoured by am- 
bition, he never betrayed the fmalleft fpark 
of it; and moderated all his pafions fo well, 
that it was never fufpected: "any of them could 
gain at afcendant over him. : 

. Hicar,' decetved by thefe prdója 'appear- 
ańces,/and wifhing to fpeńd the remainder of his 
days in repofe"and peace, "determined to afk 
the king's permiffion to retire, and the appoint- 
ment of his nephew Nadan to fuccesd him. 

« Sire,” faid he to him, < it will foon be 
PARNYPA yearś fince'1 have had 'the honour 

U 2 of 
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of devoting myfelf to the fervice of your illuf- 
trious father and your majefty. Old age is un- 
avoidably ćcompanied with frailty; and 1 have 
no lónger that activity which is neceffary for 
the proper difcharge 6f the office I ftill hold. 
For fevćral years paft, having forefeen that tbe 
time %oiild cóme when my ftreńgth would be | 
unable to fecond the efforts of my zeal, I a- 
dópted : ne of miy fifter'sfons. 1 gave him fuch 
an education as wóuld enable him to ferve you: 
with propriety. Happy natural talents have fe- 
cónded all my wieć ;. 'and I flatter myfelf that I 
have formed a more able minifter than myfelf. 
Sćnfible of the favohrs with which your maje- 
fty Kaś hońoured me, I will be „always gratefal 
for them 3) śnd, while I beg_ Four perńiflioń to 
retire, pól may tilt depend; Sire, wpon iny 4t- 
tachment fór life. Yet I hope, witk a grarid 
Aizie fuch as Nadah, góń' will ftand i In no need 
ot my cotnfel ; ańd that the abilities óf which 
he is pea will fty fupply the „place of my 
experience.” 
= Bimkarib atked to fee the perfon whom Flicar 
praifed fo miuch. No man was €ver pofieffed 
of a more winnihg A appearance than Nadan : Fe 
reblied tó fuch queftióńs aś the king thought 
proper to put to him with” a feeming modefty, 
śńd,. „At „the fame time, with: a foundnefs of 
. judgment, 


«w 
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judgment, which difcovered a, maturity of know- 
łedge that delighted the monatch-  ;,;..« 

« You this day,” faid he „to Hicar, « com- 
plete the obligations lam already under to you; 
by the favour you have done me... I wiłł crown 
your work, by calling Nadan to the: office you 
wiśh to refign, and from wgły with regret, 
I fee you retire. ! | 

But I ftill wifh you | to i the frft prince in 
my dominions, and to retain all the honours of 
the high ftation you abandon. You fhall al- 
wayshave free accefs.to my perfon ; and my ear 
fhall be always open to the wifdom of .ygur ad- 
vice. 

In the mean time, the king ordered Micar to 
be dreffed in the fineft. robes, and a gold neck- 
lace to be given him, on which his name was 
engraved, and which was-ornamented with the 
richeft diamonds; and appointed a feftival to 
be celebrated for cight days throughout all his 
dominions, in hqnour' of his ancient Vizir, and 
of the inftalment of his fucceffor. ge 

„The inkhorn'* and .the feal were immediate- 
ly delivered to Nadan ; he received orders from 
the king for the management of bufinefs, and 
prnracji to the palace of Hicar. | | 

J | U,3,:%4 <« My 
-_* Anink-horn of'a certain kind, is is a Mark of dig 
nity, which is wore atthe girdle. 
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«e My dear: Nadań;” faid his uncle, 4 you 


will no longer have time to hear your mother's 
adviceś or mihe ; but fórget not; I befeech yóu, 


thofe we have already given: It is by following 
thtni, that you have obtained the favour I have 
nów prócured fot you,  But' I muft inform you, 
that, in'proportion to your ,elevation, you are 
expofed to danger; and I requeft that you wilł 
fill liften to a few adices, which till now would 
have been prernature, but which at prefent are 
of the'utmoft importance. © / - < 

« You żre about to be invefted with great 
power: Empłoy it'all for him who beftowed it 
on you. : Remember that he is jeałous of it. '- 

« Let refpećt prevent you frofti being fami- 
Har with 'ybur" fovereign, uńd *referved with 
$wiir inferior. Yoir have tów ho aso ańd 
$0u cah have no friend. 
" «ć.Be ńot the dupe of the cóGrt by which 
you will be fufrównded. "The tree that is oad- 
ed with ffuit attracts the birds. * "They all fock 
to rejoice and: wanton n its branches : But, 
*ak foon 48 it is ftrippen, it 8 forfaken, becomes 
„the ża » the deze wa iś covtred with the 
daf. Sari ką „8% furii 

4 =. will fistw yótr way with flowers : 
fncerfe will fmoke around you; the fandal, the 
aloes, and the amber will burn': Learn to "put 
% juft value on fuch homąge. | 

« "The 
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|| /« The man who fhall praife: you sto! your 

face is not the moft dangerous: But be afraid 
of him who can infpire you with.pride without 
appearing to admire you. 2%) 000 w ydy 

;ś€ Your: fituatión will; draw around you the 
£followers..of ;fortune ;* Leave her her votaries ; 
one day they will be forced to defert-her. ..,; 

« Stand by yourfelf in,the middle. of 2 
crowd 3 tbferve it'well, but. do not follow it.. 

« After your bufinefs, retirę into folitude; 
there you will find the moft proper companion, 
reflection. «1 

«6 You will be poff iefied of badac byt 
allow not'yourfelf to .ufe it to ao» św this 
fpoils the tafte. 

« A man is half dead wlio cannot Jive with- 
'out fuperfluities. Pleafure, of every kind, dif- 
fipates and weakens the faculties of. the mind. 

«. Intemperance- reduces men. to a level with 
the brutes; he firft becomes. nifesósne, R 
then abfolutely filły? © 15: 

'« Be always €afy of accefi; ba. NEYOG be fa 
mmiliat s for it is neteflary that pour. pofenee 
'fhould command refpećte"— + 65 15 1 

« Shut the inouths of the talkative ; hey 
woukd fpeak till the fun had gone dowń, with- 
- Gut faying any thing worthy of mamę hćard ; 

they are the foes of time. — 

ascod ri i a Never 


"rę 
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« Never aflume a haughty air; tbis is the 
mark ofi ignorance. 

« Liften with patience : Encourage the ti- 
mid : ,Be not afraid of bold anfwers: If any one 
oppofe you face to face, recollect yourfelf com= 
pletely,. that you may be able coolly to di- 
ftinguifh whether he is firm or obftinate. 

4, Expećt no good. from fuch as ate corrupt- 
ed. When. the river. flows back to its fource, 
when the water. of, the ocean.ceafes to be falt, 
when the crow becomeś white, then have you 
fomething to hope from the wicked. .- 

« Be merciful. Man is often overcome by 
circumaftances, and his own difpofitions. | 

« While you treat the guilty with rigour, 
foften even the expreflion of youi looks; you 
are the organ of the law, not an executioner.. 

< Giye the poor a welcome reception: But 
banifh from you the beggar, efpecially if he is 
drefled in fine cloaths ; the wealth of the king 
dom would not fatisfy his covetoufnefi. ! 

« Shun avarice ; z it always, miftakes its own 
intereft.. Avoid prodigality ; ; it fows with a full 
hand, and reaps nothing but vexation. .. /. 

a „When the torrent is fpent, the traveller 
paffes dry-footed, and defpifes it. , Even the 
earth which it hath refrefhed thanks it not 40 
the BAG Hyraiił: it ya j 

«« Never 
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te Never difcoter great exgernefs bat for che 
public good ; Jou | yourfelf, and: alt the world, 
will profit by it in this cafe. ODDA 

« When you meditate an enterprife, kecj 
your Jips fhut. When pów intćnd to put ię nt 
execution, cover your fhoes with a double coat 
of wool. I SETYE TUR 

« "The fecret which i ię aiiulged, Burns the 
tongue. "The rumour which „goes before, or 
accompanies any projećt, is fure tó difeonećrt 
it. 

«« Spare tlie livćs of men ; ; they are yOur 
brethren. 

<« Shew yourfelf modeft at frft, you wilł af- 
terwards fhine with greater fi /plendone. 

« Of all trećs, the almońd i is the firft which 
błoffoms, and the łaft which bearś fruit.  Imi- 
tate the tree which próduceś its fruit before its 
foliage *. 

« Forefee dificuties. "The fkif which js 
launched into the fed may: "brave the firft bil- 
low, but is fwallowed 2 by thofe that fuc-- 
ceśd.” 

Hicar, after having given thefe wife cóunfels to 
the young minifter, „prefaming that he wonid 

e (e 

*'There grows in Arabia a cettain kind of tiret, osń 
which fruit is gathered, long before it puts forth its 
leaves. 
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be careful to follow them, and to tread m 
his fteps, prefented him to Zefagnie : They 
both embraced him, and loaded Bim with their 
prayers, and their blefing. ''The pałace-gates 
were thrówn peł ; and he received the ufual - 
cómpliments in the honourable office to which 
Sinkarib had raifed him. , 
The firft fplendóur of hiś new fituation coułd 
not dazzle Nadan. "This character, where Vice : 
had efcaped the difcernment of his' uncle, was 
t06 deep to difcover itfelf fo _fuddenly. By the 
inanner ir which he received them, he fhowed 
himfelf „worthy of the honours which were paid: 
him; and went to the palace of Sinkarib to take 
his feat in the divan, furrounded by: a court as 
fplendid as it was NUMETOUE ; ; Appearing, even'in 
the eyes. of Hicar, deferiing" of" the high ftation 
tó which he had bćen deftined ty this o: 
able old man. 

t Sinkarib, funk in effeminacy, ftood in need 
of an aćtive and enlightened minifter, and found 
him in Nadan. "The young Vizir foon appeared 
fuperior to theeone who had retired : He a- 
greed to fhare his atnufements; and did not ap- 
pear an enemy to the pleafures which were 
within the palace. "The monarch and his vizir 
fooń became iateparabie, and Public bufinefs was 
zt a find. p | - 

POZEW * "This 
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"This produced compłaintsand murmurs which 
„difturbed the: tranquility: of Hicar, and obli 
ged him to „fignify his fears to his nephew. Na- 
dan lisy to. him with refpett, bąt. with great 
kaw: but did not "keep his Wadi in one in- 
ftance. 

New diforders fucceeded : T he. old vizir re- 
newed his remonftrances, and became extreme= 
ly importunate, - He communicated his unea- 
finefs to the king himfelf, but found him al- 
ready prejudiced. Nadan had palliated tbe mif- 
chief in his view, and had begun to_ give a dif- 
advantageous reprefentation of his uncle. 

<< Old age,” faid he to the king, ** renders 
Hicar fufpicious and timid: Athough he does not 
nowinfpedt affairs clofely, yet he would ftill con-. 
duf them. . Become feeble and łanguid, he can 
no longer retain his authority ; yet he every day 
regrets its lof54 His humour vexes me;, and, 
were I to believe "him, I fhould never be able to 
OSA: on any. bufinefs to, your majefty's/advan- 
tage.” 

When Hlicar appeared hefajcy KACA he 
foon perceived the effeft of the prejudice againft. 
him with which the king had bęen infpired. 
The vizir męt with a, cold reception from the 
king; and, when he wifhed to fpeak of bufinefs, 


the monarch advifed him to concern himfelf a- 
bout 
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/bout nothing «but: his.own health. I am pers 
feGtly acquainted with what you mean to fay, ad- 
-ded he, and.can aflitre „you that the complaints 
you have, 'heard <from -difcontented "minds are 
-abfolutely: without ;foundation. Nadan, your 
-nephew, kach - 'tompletely;fulfilled nry orders, 
and his own daty. . „Accept, however, „of, my 
<<hanks-for thefe-new proofs:of : „pour -zeal, and, 
above all, endeavdur. to „preferve „your health, 
-which-now begins to become very. dęlicate, | 
„ Hicar returaćd hanie, confodnded and" MOF< 
aified: He -threw himfelf, .in.teats,. into "tie 
arms of his fpoufe. 4 My dear Zefagnie,” aid 
he, « this Nadan, whom we thought. given us 
'by the hand:of. God,;to be our canfolation, and 
the protector of Affyria, hath deprived. mę of the 
<king's confidence :: Every thing will: bę loft, and 
4 fhall: be the-caufe of ie oslo: 
« Lęt us bę comforted,”: replied. Sełągnie. 

e. Mified, like you, <by; fpacioya appearances, I 
myfelf contributed «tę <deceive .you. refpecting 
him; but. «we;cannot pretend: that,sthe; divine 
goodnefs had any: part in this : "The voice, which 
feemed to come frem ź4bove, did not defcend 
from heaven ;' butit tvas -permitted by God 
to dęceive you, "as you-were.coming out of the 
**emple 0f Bilelfanam, *whether you had repaired 
to'force from'the dećrees of «the eternal a pof- 
terity:which you had been refufed. Long Kave 
wlad i 
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I reflećted on this unhappy tircumitanceż had 
it been the will of the Almighty to.grant yo 
an'heir, this would have been equally esly to 
him as to ftrike your ears wich ah empty found: 

As you have been punifhed -by'a piece'of des 
ecit for this aćt of idolatry, ałtogether unparz 
dóńable in a man fo well infetmedz śmd 
you were conftramed to adopt Nadan- 
Heaven grant he may: ftop here 1: "The mafk 
of hypocrify, which has fe long deteived us, 
may fill cónceał the moft deteftable plots.? 
>"Thefe refłećlions of Zefągnie were wifć and 
profound ; but Hicar, to who his nephew 
was ftill dear, did not imagine that he woald 
go fo far as tb verify the well founded prefiges 
of his fpoufe. 

"Nadan, already feeling remorfe for his ingraż 
titude, ftill endeavoured to haften the ruin of 
his benefactor, whofe looks and remonftrarces 
he dreaded, whofe fortune he was wafting, and 
_ xrhofe reputation was a burden to him. 

He founded the defign of drawing: up an 2. 
nonymous tibel againft himielf z" but'in' fach a 
rhannćr that the ftyle 6Ff his tncle might be rece 
cognifed in its general ftrain. He filled it with 
falfe and bold imputations ; every thing in it 
'had'a fpecious appearance, and feemed to have 
been diGtated by 'żeal. - "The work.was put into 
WotaIf. - lk x ra 4 „$inkarib's 
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Sinkarib's hands, and he communitated it to 
Nadan. 

'The artful minRER deftroyed i in a moment 
the effect which his.own impofture was calcu- 
lated to produce. /At the fame time that he ad- 
mitted the fufpicion that Hicar alone was the 
author of it, he appeared melted into tears, 
and befought the king to pardon the weaknefs 
and'age of his uncle; advifing him, however, 
to. take proper meafures to remove „him to 
a diftance, as it 'was plain that he was not 
now what he, had ońce been, and „was become 
the fport and tool of a. cabal. 7 
| « You, allow him,” "added bę « a numerous 
guard : "This appendage of greatnefs gives him 
an, air of. weight in the ftate, which encourages 
the difcońteńted to fłock around him, and to tor- 
ment him / by their groundlefs panics and vifio- 
nary fchemes : ;/They perfuade him to exert all 
his crędit to regain his place; and he will never 
ceafe to. trouble us till. he fhall have doft ali 
hope of your favour.”. 

«I. could 'defy;”. spligą Śiewie, « the 
cenfure of the- people; to whom: I am not ac- 
countable for the reafons. of my conduct, and 
I would enter into-your, views, were I not pre- 
vented by very powerful confiderations; I would 
be afraid of mortifying Zefagnie, whom, as my. 
father's fifter, I am bound to refpe<t ; and, were 

| it 
i 
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it only on her account, I dowi! not a: 
the honours I have granted to her hufband. 

*'Nadan was too much 4 courtier'not to ap- 
prove the reafońs of prudente alleged by the 
king ; but, being determined t6 profecute his 
defigni, he found himfelf under the neceflity of 
employing the moft dańgefous artifices. 18 

"The court of Affyria was treating with that 
of Perfia abont the exchange of two places in 
the frontiers ; and every thing was agreed upon ż 
But Nadan alone had received this information 
'The meffenger, however, muft foon arrive and: 
communicate it to the king. | > 

Hicar received a letter, fuppofed to have come 
from Perfia, from a man whofe attachment to 
him was well known. He informed him that 
the fovercign of.that country was not fincere m 
the negociation ; and that, as foon as the troops 
fhoułd be introduced, and eftablifhed in the 
płace which the Afyrians were to give up, he 
intended to introduce others, by unkńown fub- 
terraneous pafłages, into the fortrefs where thofe. 
of Sinkarib fiould be lodged, and put them to 
the fword: 'The execution of this pretended: 
próject fćemed to be put off until hoftages fhould: 
be mutualły given and received: 

Nothing was omitted in this detail, fabricated 
by Nadań himfelf, which could render this in= 

MEZO Pó: GE 3 +1-formation:, 
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formation plaufible. * Hicar was filled with in- 
dignant tage on hearing of fuch atrocity. 
""Nadan  refided' in the king's palace, from 
which bie” was' but very rareły abfent ; he re- 
ceived a prefing invitation from his uncle to 
€omie imimediateły tó fpeak to him; and he 
haftened' thither with an air of „the greateft 
€agernefs. | 

7 «© What has happened, uncle ?” faid he to 
him ;' € from the manner in which your orders 
were delivered, I was afraid I fhoułd be too łate 
to hcar your laft groan ! But I now feel myfelf 
€afićr, fince I have the happinefs to fce you ftilł 
enjoy fuch good health. On what fo prefiing 
bufnefs have you fent for me ?” ' 

« On your own,” replied Hicar, «6 on that 
ef Sinkarib and of all Aftyria. Bodk at that 
writing.” 

Nadan being dłkimiśiki to pravoke the old 
man ftill more bykbis behaviour than by hiswords, 
read the letter with a cold and: difdainful air, 
and when be had finifhed, fpoke to him thus : 
| « You ought naw, my dear uncle, to afpire at 
nothińg but repofe ; but it is much difturbed by 
your correfpondence. "I cin anfwer for the 
*wifdom of the meafures I have taken with his 
majefty, and the fidelity of our agents. Deny 
żll accefs to the difcontented and turbulent who 
befiege you : Tlie king, wlio js alarmed on Your 

account, 
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account, ! will take your filencę, węll; %o „and.the 
if you 1 wii ięjistogiiecji zg: chom toour , 
management: . After this, infulting, fpeech;. Na». 
dan: bowed,: and returned to thę 'king's.palace- 

The virtuous , Hicar; afiligted.. with sy hat, he 
had juft heard, went to pour, his forrow and his. 
tears Into the bofom of Zefagnie. 'Fhe.prin=. 
cefs, endeavouring to,.calm; his ;grief, vdifco- 
vered. „that / his., diftrefs, „was | owing sto the 
ingratitude and /to ;the, aliepation . of Nadam. 
This rafh man, difdaining the wifdom of 4 fa> 
lutary . advice, „was, about to expofe Aflyria to- 
war, to the Jofs.of numbers of its fabęćtsy: and 
an humiliating flavery.” 

„6 Goto my: nephew. Sincharib”, soi Zołag- 
nie, « carry the. letter tę him which.-yqu have 
received from Perfia : Blinded as he is refpect-- 
ing the merit of Nadan, his own. interefts; will 
open his eyes ;. you. muft not fuffer every;thing 
to go to wreck,. for want of.fo.eafy a ftep.”| 

<« I wilł do it,” „faid . Hicar, *.| notwithftand- 
ing. the, inward rępugnance I feel.” „At the 
fame. time, hę'went to the King's. palące, and de- 
manded a private audience= rol nog 1 
„4661 will grant. you it,” replied Sinkarib, i in. 
prefence of Nadan, who hath already acquaint- 
ed; me. with.the fubjećt.of your. uneafinefs. You 
allow zowefk, to be tormented byrfąlfe advices z 

3% 3 for=- 
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fortunately: they do not' alarm me in' the fame 
manner. "A meflage from my ambaffador in 
Perfia is this moment arrived; and brings me the 
moft agreeable Intelligence. '© The fubterraneous 
paffage fpoken of 'tó'you is a mere dream 3: and 
the fippofed tredchery' of 'the' king my brother 
a eriminalinvention, for which your eorrefpond- 
ent 'wodld infallibly have been punifhed, did 
not his death, witich has been: juft announced 
by: a -mefferger, render it impoffible, I wiłh 
this may be the lot of all: thofe who endeavour 
tó render you uneafy refpećting the prefent go- 
werninent; „which all. Afyria, except yourfelf, 
approwe of. * Return to your palace; live there 
in tranquility :- It is all I out to. 6 DA Or: re- 
qr of Kaori 
wiees, was Flicar difimifed wiel Aka > „Here- 
furnćd to-his virtuouś fpoufe, and 'gave her an 
"a0c0unt of the cold: A with: which mea 
met. jag 

"The ftar of Nadar is fatał indeed: to' you, „aid 
fhe; it corrtpts your benefaćtors and. your 
„friends; and even poifońs'my' advices.  Unfor- 
tunately it rules over Affyria, which. appears to 
me cxpófed' to the.gteateft danger: But if, by 
'the'defire of heaven, this country is doamed to 
' fall under itś prefent adminiftration, why fhould 
weałarm ourfelres with its deftiny, fince the 
Al | grandees. 
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grandees of the ftate take no. sneafiures to prevent 
it? Let.us be refigned, and. leave: others, €i- 
ther to fhut their cyes againft the dangers which 
threaten the ftate, or to adopt:fuch meafures as 
may prevent them. . Sinkarib:orders: yoq ta feek 
repofe; and, in. my: opinion; this command i is 
the eafieft of all to be obeyed, efpecially. at your 
advanced age. : You love the fcieńces; attend 
to them, and forget at length that there are 
fuch beings as vizirs ańdkings. « Hicar prepared 
himafelf to follow the advice of Zeefagnie ; and, 
that he might eccafion no more uneafinefs to 
Sinkarib, nor jealoufy to. Nadan, he fhut his 
door againft all fuch as might be fafpećted af 
fpeaking to him upon public bufineG, and re- 
ftricted his intercourfe to the learned of diffe- 
rent countries, with whom -he had'always main- 
tained: a correfpondence, ".. The cheerfulnefs and 
equality of his temper rendered his family hap- 
py. He lived in. comfort and tranquility; and 
was beginning even to forget his nephew ; when 
Nadan, to whom the. .exiftence"of this illuftri- 
gus man: was. an jnfupportable burden,: concci- 
vęd.:the danger of freeing himfelf from it by the 
anoft criminał intrigue. ę 

After" Hicar. had: wić; from she Rb 
Śinkarib felt himfelf uneafy, at. thę manner in 
which he had. treated him, efpecially: when he 
recollected the important ferviceshe had rendered 
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the ftate.. The fight of this refpećtable old man 
firuggled i in his heart againft the infinuations of 
Nadan : „But; a look from tkę minifter eafily tri 
| umphed.. over. thę natural: difpofitions of his 
mafter, whom, it /was as _eafy to.govern as it was 
to gain. his confidence : Neverthelef:, the king 
of Nineveh was, diffatisfied with himfelf. j 
Remorfe „preffed upon him for feveral days ;. 
till af. length, his fituation becoming painfuj, he 
thus ipoke to Nadan: « We fent away. your 
uncle . „very ill plęafed.. How has he taken the 
reception I gavę him? „Whąt is he doing now ?* 
„ś6With, fofficient. „haughtinef,” replied Na- 
dan, «-and a. great deal. af ill humour, he hath 
fhut himfelf up; and allows, no ..perfon to come: 
- pęar him, But, although. he i is: inaccefiible to the 
inhabitants. of, Ninevch, he hath not given up 
all intercourfe with frangers, i Couriers arrive €- 
day from. Perfia and Egypt.” And (what can be 
their intentions? replied Sinkarib, with uneafinęfs. 
As he.i is again, feizęd with a. ftrong. defire of 
condućting public, „affairs, . I cannot „gonjećture 
what methods jt may lead him, to employ.i in or= 
der t to gain its end; It is'ą rage in the old man, 
| which to me appearsaltogether inconceivable; ; but 
it would, be very eafy for .your majefty to clear 
up. this „fubject.. 1 will | giveyou noticeof thę depar< 
ture. of ane of: his principal meflengers ; you will 
caufę. him bę ftopped,, and the nature of the dif; 
ją patches 
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patches will explain the import of the meflage. 
—-I approve of your projećł in part; but it 
would be better that the courier fhould appear 
to have been robbed, that we may not feem 
unreafonably fufpicious.—It is wifely thought of 
in your majefty ; it is poffible that the letters of 
a man of his age may contain nothing but idle 
dreams ; and, in that cafe, by having ftopped 
them, you wouldfhow yourfelf fufpicious without 
any caufe. 

Nadan well knew the nature of his uncle's 
correfpondence. He wrote to Perfia to one of 
the magi his friend, to Egypt to a certain prieft 
of Ofiris, upon points of ftience, refpećting 
which be was anxious to get information; but a 
correfpondence of a very different nature was to 
be imputed to him. What meafures did the per- 
fidious minifter take? By means of his uncle's 
feal, which he had got imto his poflefion, and 
pf the eafe with which he counterfeited his hand- 
writing, he wrote a letter in his name to Akis 
king of Perfia, Sinkarib's greateft enemy. He 
invited this monarch: to come and take pofief- 
fion of a kingdom, whicii was harrafied by an 
effeminate tyrant, now become the objećt of the 
hatred and contempt of the people. He advi- 
fed him to appear at the head of a chofen body, 
and repair to the plain of Nerrim, where he 
himfelf woułd meet him with his guard about 

the 
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the firft of the month Niram. He informed 
Akis (all in Hicar's name), that onć of the prin- 
cipał gates of the city would be delivered up to 
him, and that he would fińd the grandecs and 
the whole nation ready to throw offthe tyrant's 
yoke, and transfer the crown to him. 

"This letter fuppofed that the king of Perfia 
nuft have received others, in which Hicar ex- 
plained to him the fprings he had fet in motion 
to bring about the rebellion. 

When Nadan had fhaded his impofture with 
all the colouring of truth, he got a bag made, 
refembling that in which the meflengers of Hi- 
car fhut up their mafter's letters, and which was 

„Ńxed to their girdle. He was previoufly inform- 
ed of'the departure of one of them, and madeź 
trufty man lie in wait for him without the gates 
of Nineveh, who, entering into converfation, pre- 
vailed upon him to' refrelh himfelf in the firft 
tavern at which they fhould arrive; from which 
the mefienger did not come till after the other 
had taken away the bag that he carried, and 
put Nadan's in its płace. 

The minifter then went to the king. © Ste, A 
faid he, «my uncle's courier fet out this morn- 
ing for Perfia : Caufe the robbćers be fuborned, 
and appóinted tb their ftation. As for myfelf, 
whatever be my uncle's difpofitions towards me, 
yet the ancient obligations which I am under to 

him, 
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kim, and the ties of blood, render it impoflible 
for me to take any fteps in this bufinefs. You 
yourfelf muft purfue for juftice, if you find it 
your duty ; but, on this occafion, i it is impoffible 
for me to be of any fervice to you.-—Sinkarib 
approved of Nadan's delicacy ; and. fent five of 
his guards, in difguife, in purfuit of the cou- 
rier, whom they foon got up with and recog- 
nifed by the bag which hung from his girdle.. 
They attacked, plundered,. and left him on the 
road, as robbers would have done, whofe part 
they aćted extremely well. 

No fooner had Sinkarib read the contents 
of the letter than he. became quite furious. He 
ordered an immediate fearch to be made for the 
courier, who had retired into a cottage near the 
place where. he had, been .attacked. "The 
king's mefiengers immediately laid hold of him, 
and conducted him to the king. 

« "To whom do.you belong, flave”, faid the 
monarch — To Hicar.*— Did he deliver this 
łetter to you '-—Y es Sire.— To wbom was you 
to deliver the packets which, Je carried ? "To 

his friends in Perfa. 

« Oh! 'Treafon exclaimed ię king ! ! The 
man whom my father and I have loaded with 
favours would betray me to, my enemy, and 
totally ruin my kingdom. Let Hicar bć fought . 
for. and brought hither! "The guard haftened 
2) to 
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to Hicar's palace ; but at that time he was at a 
imall folitude, to which he frequently retired, 
among the mountains at a. iaitsi Plana from 
the city. 

Zefagnie, deda at fo ee Ga 
having learned that her hufband was aćcufed of 
high treafon, raifed her hands to heaven im- 
ploring its afiftance; and, while a party of.the 
guard was difpatched to feize Flicar in his-foli- 
tude, fhe ran to the palace of the king, his ne- 
phew, to throw herfelf.at his feet.  Sinkarib 
raifed her up. He can obtain no favour, ma- 
dam, faid the furious king to her ; I am in pof- 
feifion of all the evidence of. this. fhocking con- 
fpiracy of your hufband againft me and all 
Affyria. The blood which flows in your veins 
muit render this criminal as odious, in Your 
eyes, as he is ungrateful. 

Żef. agnie then entered into the detail of the 
charges laid againft Hicar; fhe faw the pretend- 
ed proofs of them; but, at the fame time, fhe 
was confcious of his innocence, „and Nadan'« 
guilt, who only could have counterfcited the 
handwriting and the feal which were before 
her. But the eyes of the king were too much 
fafcinated to allów her to entertain the hope of 
bcing able to tear off the veil which covered 
them. 
|< Sire, fakd „asia if TH think i it your daty 


to 
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to facrifice my hufiand to your rerenge and 
fafety, I have only one favour to afk. „Whe» 
ther he is guilty or innocent, his blood to.me is 
precious, and I wifh to collect even its laft drop. 
He had built a tomb, in which we were onę 
day to be united : Grant me your permiffion 
there to depofit his afhes ; and, while I deplore 
the lofs of a man to whom your father united 
me, I will applaud your juftice, provided his 
death is neceffary to your fafety and that of the 
ftate. Only give orders that the facrifice bę 
made iń his own palace. 
* Sinkarib could not refufe the requeft of Zea 
fagnie, and ordered the proper officers to repaie 
immediatly to Hicar's palace, and bring him the 
head of this refpectable old man. 
- Zefagnie, on her return home, dreading the 
immediate arrival df Hicar and his executioners, 
endeavoured to overcome her grief, and to pre- 
ferte, amidft a crowd of people, that recolłection 
of mind of which fhe intended to deprive them. 
She prepared tables, covered with every dilh 
which could awaken the fenfual appetite ; the 
moft exquifite liquors were fet upon the fide= 
boards s pots werc filled with perfumes ; flowers 
of cvery fort embalmed the air; the palace 
was decorated with every ornament ; and fixty 
of the moft beautiful flaves were „prepared for 
$his fervice. It was amidft thefe magnificent 
Ver. II. Y preparations 
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preparations that Zefagnie propofed to receive 
the officers of Sinkarib, . And, as-foon as.the 
fnare into ' which -fhć wifhed them to fall was 
property: laid; fhe 'irepaired:to the gates of. hę 
palace; im order to wait forthem.. . , 
śotThey at length arrived. ©. I know for what. 
purpofe you are come, faid. fhe ; you are the 
śminifters óf:.the king nty nephew's pleafure. 
But, before yon' execute a decree, . fo fevere to 
me, I wifh to exprefs to, him, as well as to you; 
the gratefuł fenfe Ihave of. the fmall favour he 
has granted me, in not expofing my hufband 
to a cruel and ignominious death. Enter my 
houfe.—Thofe. who are to bring the unhappy 
Hicar here are not yet arrived. « My: flaves 
have orders to.wait upon you. . My prefent fitua- 
tion does not permit me to do this myfelf. |. 
«»qThe officers, after thanking Zefagnie, and ac- 
<epting her invitation, entered the' apartment. 
"They feated themfelves on fophas ; an hundred 
<beautiful hands difplayed , an eagernefs to. ferve 
them ;'and iń'the. pleafures of the table they 
foon forgot the rigorous: ordorej with which biy 
«were entrufted. .» 
"© Meanwhile Zefagnie: lot not a moment ; fhe 
tóok afide the exćcutioner. ..;,*.Yapoufmek;” 
faid fhe,: <« do you Nokdięć: that when. king 
Serkadoum; my brother, Sinkarib's father, in- 
*ęnded to put you to death,:I contrived to fcreen 
. JOU 
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you fróm his anger ? Do you recollećt that at 
that time you were indebted for your pardon te 
the very inan whofe life yqu' are about to take ?” 
—Yes, tmadam, and I fhall never- forget it—— 
Very well, continued Zefagnie, this is'the ma- 
inent to difcover your gratitude : Hicar is ińhio= 
cent ; and you would not wifh to embrue yonr 
hands in the blood of a virtuous and beneficent 
man. |] have taken, from the fubterraneońs 
prifon of my palace, an old flave, a magician, 
ftained with the'greateft crimes, whe has thie 
very air and figure of Hicar. Your fuperiors 
at this moment are incapable of obferving youż 
the magician is ałready drefled as my hufband 
muft be' As foon as Hicar fhall appear, you 
will receive him from the hands 'of thofe that 
bring him ; you will load him with the chains 
you have brought; and there is ared handker- 
«chief which you will put upon his'eyes ; you 
wilł then lead him into the hall, where I fhall 
'be to receive his laft farewel : But you muft re». 
move indifereet people, under the pretence of 
refpecting the laft interview of a hufband and 
wife. A moment after this I will deliver to you 
my flave, drefled, in chains, and his eyes co= 
vered with'a handkerchief of the very fame 
pattern with that you fhall have upon Hicar's: 
Tou wit we give the fignal for execution, and 
kr. Q1 » ŻY, ą ! 4 „ftrike 
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<£$trike off the head of the magician, which you 

wilł carry to the palace of the.king.— 
14€ May 'God: profper your defigns! replied 

Xapoufmek, Willingły would I hazard my 
fe, m Rotdór to fave his who is fo dear to 
you”. : 

„Heaven will reward you, id Ziefagnie, and, 
en ©ur part, all the riches we poffefs fhall be at . 
your difpofal ; you fhall want nothing. 

Scarcely was this plot .concerted betwixt them, 
when the. arrival of Hicar enabled them to put 

Jt in execution, without experiencing the fmalleft 
dificulty. The magician fłave was on his knees, 
and recognized as the vizir himfelf by the 
guards who bad brought him: The officer of 

 Sinkarib, who had the charge of giving hirń en 
account of the €xecution of his orders, was in- 
formed ; „he approached ; and that very inftant 
the head of the flave was ftruck off: X apouf- 
mek. took itup, and carried it to the king. 

Sinkarib's officers tore themfelves with great 
reluctance from the pleafures which the artful 
Zefagnie: had. given them to enjoy ; but they 
muft.of neceflity: return to their duty 5 and Hi- 
<ar's fpoufe, having made the doors of her pa- 
lace.be fhut, was left at liberty to derote herfelf 
to the cares to which it wasnow ńeceflary ów 
her to attend. 

„She ogdered the body of the: magician to. be 


carried 


) 
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carried away . with the ufual_ ceremonies,” żnd 
carried, in its robes, to. the "tomb .prepared 
for Hicar; attended by allcherdidufeliold" in 


cz 


W 


e* As'foom as it was night, with therafiiftance 
of the jailor of the prifon of her own palace; 
fhe conducted Hicar into the'cell' from which 
the old magician had been'taken ; fhe' made it 
be put into the moft” commodious order ; and 
this'difmał habitation became; in the eyes of Że- 
fagnie, a moft "delightful palace, fince it had 
refcued innocence from the rage of envy. 
„During this bloody fcene, the hypocriticał 
Nadan, affecting a grief which he did not feel, 
had fhut himfelf up in his apartment. Sinka- 
rib found'it neceffary to bring him out of it. 
«« Be comforted, Nadan,” faid he to him; « we 
were difturbed by your uncle, and his humour 
rendered him very dangerous. His whole for- 
tune will belong'to you at his widow's death$ 
and you will foon eńjoy it 3 for' fhe cannot long 
furyive the lofs fhe has fuftained.” Nadan left 
his apartment with the king; and they both 
hafte to drown, in the ftream of. pleafure, the re- 
morfe, uneafinefs, and torment, with which they 
were fecretly diftreffed ; and ' became" ftill more 
negligent of their duty, and the' welfare of r 
mę 37% 91 

* Meanwhile;: the death of: Hicar had Otcafiort 
CBT: | Y 3 ed 
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ed the utmoft grief iń Nineveh; and foon fpread 
0 general: mourning: throughout 'every  pro- 
vinee of tlie: empire. "Theneighbouring powers 
*having received this intelligenee, could not con+ 
ceive what fhould have determined Sinkarib to 
extinguifh the luminary of Afia, whofe 'light 
was thę firmeft'fupport of his power. * His ene= 
mies triumphed, and fought "a for a Pa 
to invade Aflyria. " 

"Pharoah, 'kińg of Egypt, thought this con< 
junctnre. toa fąvourable i not to take advantage of 
it:;- and fent' an envoy, with almoft no retinue, 
to Ninevch, with the MaM letter to "> 
rb. - 


s. « Pborach, Sovereign of tbe, Sovereign Y. the, Rivere 
of. the. Earth, wko lis tę bafons of tbe fea 
witb the immenfe volume cf waters wbich be 
d dyjcbarges ży feven motbsy to $INKARIB King 


AF Alyria" 


„Let the man who knows not how to govern, 
reign the command. W 


b3 


a 


*/46 We wilh to dignify the oe of humani- 
4 ty, aqid' to reign' by 6ur wifdom throughout 
«© zfł the earth. *Defcend fróm your throne I 
«© grid come, with yoir grandees and people, - 
«4 to mect thę' chains, which ny armies; that 
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«will cover your fands, fhall bring with them. 
<< Wait not in your palace tilłcyou' meet: de- 
<< ftrućtion and death. Tou:may,: however, 
< have it in yeur power to; treat with: POCE 
66 with 2 brother; "and: płd "are 'tlie: condiś 
4 tions : g DAJI 
« I kęs profhiddi: w to: propofe; 
<< and you muft fend mie a man who fhall bę 
« capable of refolving them.. «You muft build 
« me a -palace ; betwećn >heaven and. earth, 
«« whofe. foundation fhall reft on nothing, and 
« whofe roof 'fhal be fixed to nothing : They 
<< are onły fuperior men whom I feek to ho- 
<€ nour. If you can fulfl thefe conditions, 
<« you fhall receive, for four years, a tenth part 
„<< of the revenues of Egypt. But, if the man 
46 whom you fend fhould be baffłed, 4f he fails 
6 in the fmalleft article I exact, then Jou may 
« expelt a treatment as much more rigorous 
« as I fhall have caufeto complain either gf 
« your difobedience or of your prefumption.” 


_Sinkarib, aftonifhed at this letter, fhćwed it 
to Nadan: * By what means,” faid he, « fhall 
I be able to avert the ftorm which threatens my 
kingdom ? Summon all the aftrologers, :the 
dearned men, „and the fages of «my empire ; .af- 
femble with them all-the architects; and Jet us 
tearn from. them, i6 by. any. enchantment it is 

w pofiible 
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poffible toconftrućt this imaginary palace which 
"Pharaoh requires of ,me; and-fee if there be 
arty: one who flatters <himfelf that he will be 
- able to saint, the fubtle AE of the  Egyp- 
tian king” 

„The. calling wów fo ezitaókdinacy an af- 
fembly produced: univerfal aftonifhment. < „Pha- 
rach's letter was: circulated - throughout Nine- 
veh; and: a copy of it'even reached <Zefagnie. 
As foon as it was night, fhe repaired, as ufuał; 
to her bełoved Hicar, and communicated' to 
him the: contents of the letter, „by which all the 
„people were agitated.  Hicar, after reading it 
with attention, inquired at his fpoufe what ef< 
fedt it had produced upon her. | p 

„It appears to me, replied -fhe, like a cloud 
filled with wind, which is eafily fcattered, 
Were my Hicar alive to the reft of the world, 
1 fhould look upon +thefe myfteries of the E- 
gyptian king as idle fancies; and I have alrea- 
dy.conceiyed a plan: of the caftle which fhould 
be built for "him : 11 would ;rather. wifh, bowe- 
ver, that he fhould: make war: upon us with 
fuch łetters, than hear of his armies being up- 
on: the'frontiers of the country. 

While this happy pair were: happy in the 
enjoyment which they procured to. one .aq0= 
ther,: „and ; conyerfing ;in' tranquility .concern- 
ing, nak threatenings of: the: Egyptian king; all 
2 ; Nineveh 
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Ninerch was in motion to make up a council, 
which fhoułd form an. anfwer to them. "If a. 
man pafłed in the ftreets with 'a downcaft head, * 
a fixed eye, and a thoaghtful air, the officerś - 
of Sinkarib pulled the mufer by the fleevet 
6 Make' hafte,” faid' they, ** you are certainly 
a learned man, and are waited for in the cóun= 
cil.” "This was addrefied to the people of eve- 
ry rank, -and frequently to thofe who were nót 
expelting it. 

At length che council was affembled. The 
well-informed had abfented themfelves, that 
they mizht' not. be reduced to the mortificatioń 
of confefiing their ignorance. 

The king caufed the difpatches of the Egyp- 
tian monarch be read, after which all with one 
voice exclaimed, 

« Hicar alone could have fulfilled the con- 

„« ditions of Pharaoh ! "They would be attempt- 
« ed by any one elfe in vain.” 

« Alas?” faid Sinkarib to himfelf, fighing 
deeply, <« Where art thou, Hicar? Gnawing 
remorfe perpetually fets your innoceńce before 
me, in. fpite of the apparent guilt which con- 
uemned thee. Where coułd I find another 
fage to extricate me from this dreadful laby- 
rinth in which I am bewildered?” 

'The unhappy fovercign 'difmifled the coun= 
cil, which, without fiuggefting any meafures 

ABENUŃ for 
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for his relief, added greatly to his regret. He 
did not new feek for Nadan to give him confi- 
dence by his advice, or to diffipate his cares in 
pleafure. To: the pałace óf his unt Zefagnić 
He borc his inquietude and forrów, and bewailł- 
ed with her the man to , whom they had been 
dear. x 

"The wife fpoufe of Hicar loved the king; 
who, enetvated as he was' by the purfuits of 
pleafiire, was endowed with an excellent natu» 
ral difpofidioń, and whofe foul, the influence 
of his ćourt, corrupted as it was, had not yet 
„rendered cruel; Ie threw himfelf at her feet, 
with eyes bathed in tears; and fhe took him in 
her arms: «Come, my dear nephćw,” faid fhe 
t0 him; © I fhare in your affliction ; the king of 
_ Egypt threatens you; but you muft not fuffer 
yourfelf to be difcouraged, He who is abłe to 
inflict a blow does not begin by threats: In 
challenging your wifdom and knowledge, he 
leads me to fufpećt his own. "You are the fo- 
vereign of'a "powerful empire; examine your 
„forces, draw them out, and advance towards 
the frontiers before they are attacked. 

«« Alas! madamy” faid Sinkarib, * the threats 
„of the Egyptian king are not the onły caufes of 
my affliction : I am deprived of Hicar, wbofe 
„fenfe, counfels, and knowledge, conftituted all 
p ftrength. - What king on earth would have 

daręd 
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dared to infult me, had he been: filbalive? Con= 

vinced, from the bottom of my heart, that this. 
illuftrious man fell a victim to a deteftable. in- 
trigue, I am afraid to examine its. fprings. 1 to0. 
nearly, and to difcover its authors. „/The ay 

of the nation awakens the remorfe. of my'con+ 
fcience. I afiembled a councił to devife the 

„means of anfwering the propofitions of Pharoah, 

and I was openły told, that, by putting Hicar to 
death, I had deprived myfelf of every refource, 

Alas! who can reftore me the man whom I 

have treated fo barbaroufly ! Lead me to his 

tomb, that I may embrace and water with my 

tears the precious relics of this wife minifter. 

L will afk advice at his cold remains. Around 

them the foul of the man who direćted my 

youth doubtlefs, wanders; and I may yet hope 

to. receive that counfel, which all the pretended 

fages of my court are unable to give. 

Ziefagnie, that fhe might learn the nature of 
his forrow, did not interrupt the king. And, 
when fhe was convinced that it was not the fear. 
ałone of an inevitable war, that occafioned his 
diftrefs, but that a real fenfibility was the prin- 
cipal.caufe:of it, fhę thus fpoke: 
4,54 My unfortunate hufband, incapable of trea- 
fon. in any fhape, certainly funk under the odi- 
Qus plot of, a.mean jealoufy. „ But the enemies 
who attackęd his reputation without fuccef:,: 

sh have 
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have not been more fortunate in their attempt 
to take away his life. Divine Providence 
hath refcued jt from their fury, and faved his, 
head from thc € mortał blow with which it was 
threatened.” 8 - 

„Hicar lives ! exclaimed Sinkarib, in a tranf> 
port of joy. Ah! my heart is relieved ! Hiea- 
ven hath faved me from the remorfe of guilt, 
and hath referved. for me an infallible refource 
againft che vain efforts and ftratagems of Pha- 
toah ! . But how has:this miracle been. perform- 
ed? Where fhall I find this venerable fage ? 
And, alas! how fhall I bear his looks, after my 
black ingratitude towards him ? Will the fhame 
with which I am covered be a fufficient atone: 
ment for my crime ? 

Kecp yourfelf calm for «a moment, replied 
Zefagnie ; I will fee if it is pofible to bring 
him hither; Dread not his prefence: Heaven, in 
protecting his life, has alfo preferved :his_vir- 
tues; nay, it has even crowned them, by granting 
him patience-in adverfity, which he had never 
known before. | 

She then went to. inform Hicar of the Jade 
py revolution which had taken place in the 
heart of Sinkarib; it affećteęd the old man very 
deeply ; and fhethen told him, that fhe had cone 
cealed the fervice done them by Yapoufmek. 
«Right or wrongy” laid fhe, < fovercigns will 

a | be 
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be obcyed; and Sinkarib, although indebted 
for his repofe to the ZE 
would not, perhaps, pardon the anfg nof - 
his órders. Let. us fuffer the idea 9f the świ 
racle to remain, without corroboratin$ it any 
farther : The king may, perhaps,* look” upon 
four RZ as a pocia zę ma Biefa | 
nam.” 

*- Hicar- płójwiÓE tó gó to Sinkarib. The cont 
folations he had drawn from the heart of Zee 
fagnie, thofe he derived from his own reflec- 
tions,- the eafe he enjoyed in the dungeon 
where he. lived, and the ufe of elixirs, which 
had fuppórted both his body and his mmd ; all 
thefe together feemed to have renewed the age 
of this old man. He at length came out fróm 
his retreat, and appeared in the prefence of his 
fovereign. 

Sinkarib immedłately threw himfelf into his 
arms, and with difficulty reftrained his joy. 
«« Be całm, prince,” fald Hicar; <* it is effen- 
fially neceflary to your intereft that my being 
alive fhould notbe known. I knowon what terms 
you are with the king of Egypt; he would at- 
tribute to me all the fprings which we are a- 
bout to fetin motion; and, prefuming too 
much on your refources, be would employ 'a- 
gainft you ftill more dangerous means. If yout 
court, if *Nadan himfelf were mfnicńć of my 

VOL. II. Z being 
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being alive, the Egyptian envoy would be made 
acquainted with it. You muft not, then, Sire, 
give any. perfon i the fmalleft hint of the fecret 
you have now learned : „Befides.you have no 
need to; be uneafy about the propofitions of 
Pharoah 3 I have. already. noted down, in the 
filence of my retreat, the anfweq which you 
muft return ; and,” under a feigned name, I 
will fulfł the engagements you are about to 
come under ; flere they are : | 


241) 


SiE sę of Afjyria, to pakodiił me of 
Bęypt. 


*""The man iero a wonder aftonifhes will ne- 
ver perform one. 


« Your letter, brother, hath filled me with 
*« admiration at the extent and depth of the 
« knowledge which it announces, and the re- 
€ fpećt which it fhows you have for the human 
c race. I have the honour to be of your 
« opinion, that the „power which fubdues men 
« alfo degrades them ; ; and that they were bon 
«to be „governęd by wifdom and knowledge. 
e Many learned men of my court are contend- 
*_ ing for the honour of being admitted to a 
« nearer.view Of your furprifing knowledge, 
« and of trying their weak abilities in the ex- 
, « * planation 


R 
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= _planatioń "of the difficulties, which you are tó 
« propofe. "The architects, who muft build 
<< your palace, are here ; but it is ajedolfity that 
«« they collect workmen; who may” be able to 
« ęxEcute their orderś ; ; and this requifes a de- 
« lay of three months: "TI am fenfible 98 the 

« „importance this delay will occafion you. 

Vee AN chat you have to do is to find people 

«to fupply them with materials : Ir all other rć- 
«© fpećts I accept your terms, xnd am ready both 
« to give and tó receive hoftages, unlefs my 
«c word fhall be'fuficient, as I rely with entire 
«c confidence in your's.” 
- Sinkarib was greatly aftonifhed at the con- 
tents of this letter. << I know well,” faid he to 
Hicar, « that you can anfwer all Pharoah's que- 
ftions. But, fuppofing you to be the architect 
of this palace in the air, Where could you find, 
in three months, workmen to labour under your 
orders, unlefs the genii of the air fhould build 
it P” 

« My wife,” replied Flicar, *< has dką 
ken the conitrućtion of this whimfcal edifice : 
She intends to render it impofflible for Pharoah 
to fulfil the conditions to which he is bound by 
the letter yon are about to fend him.  Zefag- 

'nię looks upon this aerial palace as an infant's 
play-thing, which muft be deftroyed by the ar- 
tifice of a woman: It belongs to her to contrive 
Z 2 it ; 
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"it: She will give me fome directions for its 
execition. Return to your palace, Sire; dif- 
patch the Egyptian ambafladors. I wiłl fhut 
myfelf up in my folitude, where; under the 
mame of Abicam, a Chaldean' aftrologer, and 


protected by Ziefagnie, I intend to live unknown. 


to all the world, and occupied with your affairs. 
If any embarafiment fhould occur in them, you 
can eafily make me acquainted with it. But I 
have one advice to give you. ' 

"He who plotted «ny death is as much your 
enemy as mine. Be upon your guard: You need 
„mot be afraid of any blame on this account, 
fince the prettnfions of the Egyptian king fur- 
nifh you the moft pliufible pretext. Double 
your guard, and take mine, which you left from 
refpećt to the princefs your aunt. 'Uhe chięf who 
comimands them is beyond the reach of corrup- 
tion ; and all his officers are of his own choice, 
Honour him with your confidence; and this 
will be one barrier more between you and every 
enemy. 4 
++ Hicar feemed to have forefeen the defigns of 
Nadan. "This: ungrateful minifter, perceiving 
that the king's' going fo frequently to Zefagnię 
muft neceffarily complete his ruin, had formed 
the defign of bribing Sinkarib's guards, of fend- 

ing his head to the Egyptian king, and of be> 
| |paluawy . ba coming 


ź ń 
a Paco rmazadandkdł 
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toming his fueceflor on the Aflyrian' sake a5 
'atributary of Pharoah, > «57%. | 

« Sinkarib fhowed him the-letter. sd meant. to 
„addrefż to the king of Egypt. - „Nadan, although 


its contents aftonifhed him, looked upon it-on- 


ly asa contrivance to gain tinie,—* Your. ma- 
jefty,” faid he to the, king, 5 knows very well 
that you cannot fulfl the: conditions it impofes, 
and probably you avail yourfelf of this delay. to 
make preparations for war 2—Y'€s, replied Sin- 
karib ; and I will employ every poffible method 
to enable me to :profecute my defign, at the 
head of fifty thoufand chariots ; but we; muft 
wait the departure of the Egyptian meflengers, 
thąt we may not create in them any fufpicion. 
In the mean time, notwithftanding: their - pre- 
fence, and without being in the leaft fufpected, 
l can withdraw the guard from Zefagnie, in or- 
der to inure them to exercife, and to prepare 
them for.accompanying me to the war. 

Nadan thought he had now, found out. the 
motive which led the king fo frequently to the 
widow of Hicar, and) became : lefs. fufpicious of 
this circumftance : . Without th's, the increafe of 
his'guard, and the inclination which. appeared 
in Sinkarib to take the management of his bu- 
finefs into his own hands, would have added 
- greatly to his. fears. Hłó' applauded the: wife 


meafures of his fovereign, and promifed to net ' 


Z 3 glećż 


— 


glećt nothing which might'be necefiary to put” 
the forces of the empire on a refpectable foot- 
ing. | | 
The meffengers of Pharoah departed from 
Nineveh witłt difpatches from Sinkarib, and 
convinced, by public: report, that none among 
the learned of his' court had been kold enough 
to undertake the explanation of the myfteries 
which the Egyptian monarch meant to propofe. 
Zefagnie difmiffed from tlie folitude of Hicar 
all the flaves to whom” he was known, except 
the gardener, in whom he had entire confidence: 
"Their places were fupplied, 'as wełł as” thofe of 
the other domeftics, by people to whom their 
mafter' was totallyunknown. - Hicar, already in- 
formed of it, appeared to the gardener'under 
the namć of Abicam, a. Chaldean aftrologer, 
who'was to be allowed the ufe of the philofo- 
phical apparatus which had belanged to Hicar ; 
and was wholly engaged with Zefagnie's pro- 
jet for connftrućting the aeriał palace. 
*"Hicar's huritfmen were, by orders of his 
fpoufe, to over-run the defarts, in: which. the 
monftrous birds, called rocs *, were accuftomed 
"to breed. They were to bring away two of 
l 6 them 


* Tbe Ros, A bird of an enormous fize, which is 
found iu the defarts of Africa ; it can carry a weight 
of two hundred pounds, Mańy are of opinion that it 
is fabulous. 
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them very young, with their. firft «down upon 
them, and „conduct them to the: „swziyów of 
the folitary manfion. 

Hicar, under the name. of. Abicam,. was, to 
have two young ślaves, eleven years old, who 
muft be rendered fo familiar with the birds, 
that the inftinft of the two fpęcies might feem 
to be blended together. 

'The birds were found, and delivered to the 
"care of the young children, who left them nei- 
ther night nor day. "Ihey fed and flept toge- 
ther. "There was foon a very clofe familiarity 
eftablifhed betwixt the four companions : and as 
the rocs as yet found great difficulty in raifing 
themfełves into the air, they followed the chil- 
dren every where, in the fame manner as they 
woułd have followed their dam. The chil- 
dren got up upon the back of thefe birds, 
which took great pleafure in carrying them. 
They fixed upon them fmall convenient faddles, 
on which the heroes, as they were tied to them, 
fat very gracefully, and without running any 
hazard of falling. -'The birds took the firft 
flight in the gardens ; they were kept by a long 
ribband fixed to their feet, which .Hicar held in 
his hand. .By degrees the children became 
able for them, and held the 'ribband which 
ferved them for reins.  Obedientęto the voice 
of their little companións, the birds waved aloft, 

zę or 
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or alighted at their pleafure. „This docility in= 
creafed with their ftrength ; and. there now re- 
mained nothing but to inftrućt the young chil- 
dren in what:they were to fay and do, on their 
arrival in Egypt : and, as they were both en- 
dowed with an excellent underftanding, this 
part of. the. plan was the eafieft „to be exe- 
cuted. (1 + | : 
Zefagnie came from time to time to enjoy 
the fuccefs of her undertaking, and accuftomed 
both.the children and the rocs to .obey her or- 
ders.. Every time Sinkarib came to -vifit her, 
fhe comforted him refpećting his uneafinefs and 
his fears; concealing from him, however, the 

means fhe was employing to relieve them. 
PThe princć,. roufed from the, flumber in 
which his vigilance and activity had been buried, 
ever fince he afcended the throne, thought at 
length of giving new vigour to the 'languifhing 
fprings of his empire. . He found very. great 
refources in Nadan, who, being now awakened, 
difplayed the treafures of knowledge with which 
Hicar had ftored his mind... This minifter be- 
held the rigorous terin of three montlis faft ap- 
proachińg, without any preparation for war be= 
ing undertaken, or any perfon nominated as the 
chief of the embafly,; and therefore he flattered 
himfelf thas he would reach the moment when 
his ambitióus projećts might burft into full view. 
The 
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The defencelefs frontiers were "expofed to thę 
inroads of an enemy, and the number of his 
fubjećts were diminifhing every day ; for the Af- 
fyrians Was pafiing over into Egypt, 'in order to 
withdraw themfelves 'frońt the Błędy ód: 
which they were threatened.* 15 : 

When the eighth month had ekipfed fince 
Sinkarib's letter had been difpatched to Pharoahy; 
Hicar, under the naime of Abicam, denidzded 
permifłion to begin his journey. : He was to 
be efcorted by the Arabs of the moft remote 
defart. It was not till then that Nadan learned 
that a Chaldean philofopher, protected by Ze- 
fagnie, had undertaken to fatisfy the Egyptian 
king in every point. His furprife was greatly in- 
creafed when he heard that Zefagnie herfelf 
wifhed to accompany this fage, whofe ability 
fhe had warranted. He underftood nothing of 
this extraordinary undertaking ; but, if it was 
unfuccefsful, Nadah fhowed her alł the dangers 
to which fhe would be expofed. 

"Every thing was now in readinefs for the em- 
baffy, and all the retinue were aflembled at Hi- 
car's folitude. Sinkarib ftole from the trouble- 
fome crowd, to enjoy the fweets of a private in- 
terview with his embaffador. 

Maintain yovr tranquility, Sire, faid the pru- 
dent minifter ; together with'the fafety of your 
realm, I promife you the return of the fubjećts 

who 
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who have emigrated from your frontiers, the 
„four years tribute, and the reimburfement of 
all your extraordinary expences. I leave you 
with Nadan, whom you muft ftill employ. He 
pofiefies abilites, and will be necefiery to you ; 

but do not lofe fight of hini even for a moment. 
At my return I will inform you why I think him 
dangerous. You are lefs connećted with one 
another by your pleafures fince you have filled 
up your time with public bufinefs, and „you 

may eafily conceal from him your fufpicions. 

The envoy of Sinkarib began his march. His 
whole equipage confifted of four elephants. He 
himfelf and his fpońfe, with two eunuchs, were 
on one tower: 'Ihe two 'rocs, and their young 
guides, had each of them one, with a flave to 
ferve them. Four women and two eunuchs 
loaded the back of the fourth elephant ; and an 
hundred flaves on horfeback armed with a fabre 
„and a fpear, efcorted this little party. | 
- A filken net covered the tower in which the 
„birds were fhut up, that they might be conceal- 
ed from the infpećtion of the curious. 'Ihe 
objećt of this deftimation was to be kept a pro- 
found fecret from all; and the eunuchs walked 
night and day around thefe myfterious cages; 
and kept the indifcreet at a diftance, and to 
prevent all converfation with their conductors, 
"who themfelves were convinced that the ele- 
phants 
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phants carried extraordinary prefents. to Eo 
roah. 

The whole caravan | arrived at Mafier * wiełój 
out having met with any dificulty, Hicar 
pitched his camp in a commodious place in the 
environs of the city, and, in quality of envoy 
from king Sinkarib, demanded an audience.of 
Pharoah. 

The Egyptian Ee RóWRCed: by. the 

advice of the priefts of. Ofiris, whołe temple 
ftands in the middle of the great lake Merov t, 
was well afured that he kad propofed quc- 
ftions, to refolve which was above the capacity 
of mortals: He was on his guard againft the il- 
lufions of magic; and was certain that, by his 
embarrafling propofitions, he wowd difconcert 
the abilities, however great they might. be, of 
the pretended fage who had been fent to him. 
He fent notice to the ambaffador that 'he was 
ready to receive him; and, that he might com- 
mand the greater refpećt, was furrounded with 
all the magnificence of his court. 

Hicar, in a very extraordinary drei, un- 
known even, at the court of Sinkarib, appear= 
ed. before the monarch. The, firmnefs. of: 
his 


» 


. Maffer, | or Mefraim. Grand Cairo, buijt by Mefe 
raim the fon of Cham. 


4 Merov. The lake Merbv, mentioned in Strabo's 
Fiftory of Ancient Egypt, and that of Diodorus Siculus. 


276 | FARABIAŃ TALES 


his ftep, and his majeftit air, already comimand- 
ed the refpećt of the whole affembly : He ad- 
Vanced ta the'foot'of the throrie, "and proftra- 
ted himfelf; and, when this APR Ze w» 
paid, he thus fpake : ra 

«e Sire! You have fent a challenge to my 
mafter, which he jóyfully accepts; as'the tom- 
bat does not expofe either the repofe or the 
life of your two nations. You wifh only to 
difpute concerning fciencć and wifdom ; and I 
come from him, admiring" your" gróatnefs, to 
make known to you his, ańd fecure him your 
efteem for ever. If, by the favour of; heaven, 
I am fuccefsful in this undertaking, (permit me, 
fublime monarch ! to recal your conditions to 
your miemory), we have your facred wórd, that 
$ou will for four years pay a tribute on all the 
productions of Egypt. * If I am found incapable 
of anfwering the queftions agreed upon, my 
life hali atone for my audacity; and the king 
of Aflyria, whofe refpećt for fcience knows no 
bounds, fhałl fubjećt hiś crown to you, and en- 
gage to pay ahnually into your. treafures _what- 
ever' ranfom' you fhall be pleafed to demand.” 

- "The dignified and modeft air of the Affyrian 
ambaflador, the arrangement, -the precifion, 
and the. force of his fpeech, aftonifhed Pha- 
rach ; and he reproached himfelf for his rafh- 
nefs. Could a fovereign; funk in effeminacy, 
mA entirely 
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entirely under thę dominien of his. paflions, 
«who fuffered his fubjećts to groan under the 
yoke of tyranny, could he be furrounded. with 
fuch men as this, who had explained: himfelf 
with fo much courage and wifdom: -„ Would 
they” devote  themfęlves for; the fafety: of a 
prince, every moment of whofe life was -mark- 
ed by weaknefles and errors ?. ; „In the fituation 
in which. the. Adyrian ambafiador then, was, 
what could the old Hicar have faid better, al-- 
though he had been ftill alive ? 

'Fhefe': reflećtions: prevented. Pharach from 
returning an simmediate anfwer to the fpeech 
of the ambaflador ; but at length he broke fi- 
Jence. 

<« Envoy of Sinkarib, what is pour name” 
= Mysname is-Abicam, the humbleft of „my 
foverejgn's flawes. I am one of thofe worms 
who havę hitherto creeped undiftinguifhed 2- 
kout the throne. - At the court of- my mafter, 
truft and honours are conferred. on people more 
expert. tban. I +am,/*—* Surely,” replied Pha- 
raob; whofe furprife was ftill inoreafed, << if I 
have "before me the meaneft of. the ferrants of 


the Aflyrian king, his dominions muft. be 


peopled-with divinities| But, fince yon are fo 
inferior, why was,ycu made choice of, jn pre- 
ference: to fo many illuftrious men, fince Sir- 
*arib pretends fp much efteem for me ? | 
Vo. IL. A a Sire ! 
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Sire 1 replied the" ambaffador, the "bee, plaż 
ced in the fcale of exiftence betwixt birds and 
infects, is the leaf of ali the wińged' animals. 
Y et, fee the wonderful wórk ie compofes | "It 
is admitted with diftinction to the tables of" thć 
moft illuftrious fovereigns; 5 and, in the eye of 
Sinkarib, the mall and the gredt are of equal 
eftimation. He judges' them* from the pinnaż 
cle of greatnels to which the Deftińies Kave 
raifed him. "This fnfver delighted the' Egypt 
tian king, who, although dazzled with his ówń 
magnificence, get beheld' with enthufiafm the 
merit and knowledge which feemed to rife aż 
bove all ordinary bounds. He difmified Hicar, 
offering him for a habitątion the moft beauti- 
ful palace in Maffer ; but the hufband of Ze- 
fagnie chofe rather to retum-to hiś compa: 
nion, where every thing neceflary for him waś 
fent by the orders of Pharoah. 

Scarcely had Hicar retired under his tent, 
when a minifter from the king came to acquaint 
him, that in three days he muff return to the pa- 
lace prepared to anfwer the aaa that fhould 
be put to him. 

- The vizir, completely fkilled in the art Of 
courts, received the Egyptian minifter in 4 
smanner of which thiś lafe had fórmed' no 


idea, and fent him back, cońvinted that 
the 
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the manwith whom he had juft converled wag 
above. the condition of _mortals. ij | 

„ The three days were ; elapfed ;_and Hicar re- 
paired to.the palace of the king. - - He was wait- 
ed for at the gates, to be conducted with great 
ceremony . into Pharoah's. prefence, who was 
feated on his threne, clothed in a purple robe, 
embroidered with gold, and richly adornćd with, 
jewels; with a moft fplendid and magnificent, 
court. around him, confifting of all the grane 
dees of the kingdom. 

„4 The. Aflyrian -minifter, having falated him 
refpectfully, waited „with downcaft cyęs, and his 
handa foldęż upon his breaft, „till fome one 
fhouid fpeak ta him. 

«ś< Abicam;” faid the king to him, « every 
thing in the univerfe js enigmatical, and every, 
objeśt of contemplation conceals an important 
truth. « Caft your eyes On me, and around my 
throne, and tell me what I refemble in the midit 
of. my court: z | i 
fk tte r. replied Hicar, « here I am no lefs 
ftruck, than I would bę if the Nile, which Co- 
vers the divinities of my country, were to fali, 
_ and.difclofe to my view Bilelfanam, Garownidca 
with all his power. 

The king of Egypt, pleafed with this żnfwer, 
ordered the ambaflador to bę clothed. in one of 
the moft beautiful robcs in the palace, and des 

Aa 2 ferred 
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ferred the remainder of the- queftions till NEM 
day, at the fame hour. | - 4 

"The king” received him then dreffed in white, 
md his couitiers wóre filits-of different: AP0083 
which were by no meańs fo fplendid. - 

« What do yóu fee here ?” afked Pharosk. 
"6 _T fee, Sire, the fertile płalns of Egypt un- 
ćuleivitted; dried ip, without the finalleft vege- 

tationy waitińg for thofe:treafures, which are 
foon tó defcend from the fumimits of the moun- 
talns'of Ethiopia : > "Phis is'the refemblance of 
the eott with which * yóu ate furrounded,  : 

« Yodr wvaft turbdn reprefents the pe 
fnóws; 6ń which the heavens.appear to reft. 

« Tour eyes, and your mouth, are the bodi 
ficent fótutes, which are to'fcatter far and wide 
the nourifhing falts. © 
oe -Yotir hands, like the mouths of the Det. 
ta, will diftribute' your fuperfinous wealth ; and 
every thing that breathes will be tranfported in- 
to a new being.” 

. $carcely kad he: Gnithed his reply, when an 
emotion of uniterfal: admiration appeared i in the 
countónance of.all.  Pharoah, after ordering a 
drefs ftill more fumptuous than the former to 
be given to the ambaflador of Sinkarib, appoint- 
ed the following day for a third audience. 

Hicar;) on his'return, found the fovereign fo 
dazzling with the oc and briliancy of; his 

| obawą jewels, 
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jewełs,” that he could not look ftedfaftly at him;: 
his vizirs alfó were covered with; them. ' The: 
effelt of fo much light forced the ambaffador to. 
caft down his eyes; and Pharoah, availing hini- 
felf of this confufion, : faid to, him, « Sage of Af- 
fyria, what fenfation do you feel?” 

« I awoke late,” -replied the, ambaflador ;- 
« and my eyes having fcarcely got out of the 
darknefs, in which: they were wrapped up du- 
ring my repofe, are'hot yet familiar with the 
rayś of the fun, whofe perfect image I now be- 
hold in your majefty. But, by putting my hand 
before my eyes, I am able to contemplate and 
diftinguifh, together with the ornaments of the 
Zodiac, the feven: planets which borrow their 
light from the ftar which iHuminates the -uni+ 
verfe.” > | 
Pharoah was betrayed fate 2 an +obdwośea: of 
applaufe. But'it' was yet too: foón to confefs 
himfelf overcome. /Fven when the ambafador 
fhould have given a full explańation' of every 
queftion which might be propofed, the aerial pas 
lace wóuld ftll remain to be built ;: and he would 
have it in his power to iimpofć : Halośdi ot 
4 zdany) them. p . 

* In the. mean time, in order: to put the wife 
dom of Hicar to a new trial;. he fpoke to him 
thuś': «You hate made me three anfwers fuc- 
cellirely, | with which>I: muf' confefs. myfelf 

„ Aa 3 płeafed ; 
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pleafed ; now, after, having pointed out fo welł 
the ajlufion.of. the. fplendour. which furrounds 
mę, „to „what. would. you NE eż own 
king. Sinkarib.?”. ię ło Winimogqo 161 
TŁ Sire; replied Hicar, << Ben raifed. my 
thoughts fo high. This attempt, totally new, 
furpafies all my efforts. It is almof impofiible for 
mę, to fix at once on all his refemblances; for, 
under < each. of them, I could exhibit him in the 
moft fplendid. point, of „view.—The friend of 
peace, hę is.like,the. wind. of the-fouth; which, 
moving without, interruption,  fcarcely ruffles 
the furface of the ocean. If the wind o$ the 
north fhould difpute his claim te glory, then, 
conicious. of his, ftrength, i he 'htrls forth the 
ftorm. . Lightening -flafhes in -the bofom| of 
1ightening 3, the thunder burfts in awful pcals ; 
the waves of the fea fhake the folid rocks, and 
„difelofe the foundations ef the earth.” „++ 

: 'Thefe words of Hicar were terrible as the 
- 4empeft they. defcribed :. "The king-of Egypt 
and all his court were „difńayedz  arid <Sin- 
Ikarib: was. elevated, in his mind, higły as the 
<vaults of the „palace of, Mafier. © A profound 
filence teftified at ónce the abilities-of the ora- 
'tor, , and sthe <confternation of the: audience. 
„Though, borne away. by his enthufiafm," and 
notwithftanding the; formidable: greatnefsoin 
„which hej had reptefenttd his fovercign,"Hi- 
o Ju > - <ar 
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car'had given offence to róne. *'The mefEn- 
ger of peace, it' was his” daty to! makić' war be 
dreaded ; and he waś furrified with *an a 
forefeen opportunity of infpiring the Egyptian 
court with żyj fo" the forćeś" c of w maf- 
ter. T.-.„doid ot edguoslt" 

"The pride 66 Płaskóh wać idee when ahy 
„one even hinted at his having a rival' upon Earth; 
but the prefence' alone of the „Aftyriami anibafa- 
idot fhewed him this was póffible.' 

„doe6 Men are*not to be teckóned as we reckoh 
animals,” "faid' he to himfelf; one camel is 
worth no more than another; but the man 
who is before me is worth a whołe: army! 
The difcotrfe he has riow held, would in ahy 
other man have been the 'higheft pitch of auda- 
<ity;] but'in him it is the fublimity of cóu- 
Tage. 

After thefe reflećtions, he ordered the mag- 
mificence of: the robes, with which he intended 
£0 honour Abicam, to be fill inereafed ; and 
then thus addrefied him: „cl 

«You wilłoreturn to-miorrow, Abicam; I 
have ftill* one' queftion to propofe, to whicir 
yon muft' give me a fatiefying "anfwer. The 
demands I have made upon Sinkatib fhall: not 
be in. vain';: ror fhall the: fervour of yóur" zeał 
deceive me; refpeźting the forces which: he can 
bring againft me. "If you come off victoriońs 
"A . : | jm 
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in every point, I fhall look upon out triumph, 


as a favour from heaven, which. I ought to re- 
fpedt.. But, if I have the advantage in any ar- 
ticle. whatever, nothing fhall prevent me Gog 
profecuting my rights.” 

« Talfo will demand mine,” replied Hicie, 
« when they fhall have' been cłearly eftablifh- 
ed;” and he was about to take his leave of the 
king for the fourth time, when the arrival of 
a meflenger from Aflyria, with difpatches for 
the king of Egypt, was announced to the pre- 
tended Abicam.  Hicar demanded petmiffion 
to bring forward the courier; he received the 
letter, .and, after putting it upon his heart ańd 


his head, delivered it to the fovereign to whom 


it was addreffed. Pliarach operted it; ae thefe 
werę its contents. 


s SINKARIB, King of Afyria, to PHARAOH, king 
; of Egypt. 22 


When. reafon and good. kich om every 
difference my be fettled, | 


« As my fervant Abicarń is with you, he 
< will, no doubt, fatisfy you in whatever you 
« may defire of him; and I fuppofe you will 
« be no lefs pleafed with him than with me, 
* who. defire  notbing but peace and „your 

« friend- 
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* friendfhip on which I depend, as fully, as 
„6 if you had already: promifed them. 1 am 
« very. defirous, brother, te, bę on the fame 
«terms with all my ńeighbóurs ; but 1: have 
« fome who are more ambitious'than wife. AJ 


« are not ehdowćd with'an enlightened mrder- 


«« ftanding. I have łaboured to render the for- 


< ces of my empire fo refpećtable, that 4 ntay « 


«. be able to make them repent the leaft in- 
« fringement ofithe treaties into which we 
<< have entered. But I ftand' in need of nine 
« "hundred katars*, to complete the payment 
« of fixty thoufand chariots of war which I 
<«« have equipped; and I befeech you to ad. 
« vańce them :; Your delivering this fum into 
« the harids of my ambaflador fhall be confi- 
«« dered as a mark of your confidence, which 
6 will entitle you ftill more to my efteem.” 


Pharach was led from furprife to admiratioń 
by the wifdom and firmnefs of Hicar's replics ; 
and che letter of Sinkarib -ftill inereafed his a- 
ftoniihmieht ; ds it waś a proof, that this mo- 
narch was perfećlly at cafe relpećting ćvery 
thing that might be required of his ambaffa- 
dor; and that he confidered himfelf before- 
hand, as vićtorious in the PPR challenge. 

R".4 h Befides, 


* A gołd coin which anfwers to three ted livres 
„French money. 


.. 
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Befides, it fuggefted to his mind a.very formi= 


dable, power, in fpeaking of Sinkarib's having_ 


augmented his. military force, by the addition 
ef fixty thoufand chariots of war. This waś 
not the ftyłe łn which Nadan- had fpoken ofi 
thćm to the deputies of Pharach ; the-Affyrian: 
king feemed to have intended to conftrućt only: 
forty thoufand chariots, and even this he did: 
not believe that prince could have accomplifh< 
ed. But, inftead of this, Sinkarib's letter made: 
mention 'of fixty thoufand ;. and "he requefted: 
nine hundred . katars to fupply this enormous: 
expeńce, which he talked of as'a trifle. : Im 
any other fituation, . Pharaoh would have con=* 
fidered this lofty ftyle as 'a political trick ; but 
the confideration alone: of the niinifter by» 
whom it was prefented „determined. him. to: 
„give tredit t6 the letter. 

« Abicam,” faid he to him, « before com- 
plying with Sinkarib's: requeft, "I muft infift 
upon the conftrućtiom of the palace I have de=! 
manded; and which you have engaged to build. 
Fulfl your obligation, and. I fhall be direćted: 
in my anfwer by its execution. 


-. Your miajefty will be pleafed to point out. | 


cho plące you have, made choice .of for its fitua- 
tion, replied Hicar. Although this little won=, 
der muft not reft upon the earth, yet it muft 
have certain points of correfpondence, which it. 

is 
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is neceflary to determine. - You muft give ih a 
plan to the architect who is :in my train, and 
who has orders te conform himfelf to your ia 
deas. You muft likewife order materials to be 
collefted on 'a fpot of gróund:within the reach 
of łabourers, who miuft' put them into thę 
hands of my workmen.-- %: » 3 
"1 only want, faid the king, ofydtkanii of one 
hundred fquare feet, with a dome of a propore 
tioned 'elevation,: furrounded with a terrace of 
twenty: feet in circumference, defended by a 
railing three feet and a half higher. - I wifh a 
ładder'to hang from it, which fhall almoft 
reach the ground, fo as that one may convenie 
ently put their foot upon it as they alight from 
a'camel. 'This pavilion, of which the outfide muft: 
be adorned according to the tafte of your en« 
gineer, muft be an hundred and fifty feet from 
the ground, and fronting the quarter where |. 
you have pitched your camp.  In'four days yow 
fhall have as many materials as would build 
four: fuch edifices, and workmen ready to de- 
liver them into the hands of yours ; <but con= 
fider well my ftipulations. i 
«_[ fhould have the honourof recalling them 

to'you”, Sire,” replied Hicar, «if what is.com- 
mitted to writing could poffibly he forgot» 
In four days pour majefty fhall be a 'witnefs of 
the complete execution of your wifhes. © 

- The 
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-. The precifion and coohiefs of Hicar's anfivers 
completely confounded Pharoah : He was now 
convinęed that he had to do„with a powerful 
magician : As foon as. the. AMlyrian ambaflador 
was withdrawn, he fent fot the. college of the 
priefts of Ofiris and Anubis, in order to confujt 
them ; and they came at his command. 

He laid before. them the embarafiment inte 
which he thought to have thrown Sinkarib, and 
that into which he himfelf had been thrown fince 
his propoficions had been. accepted. . « "This 
king,” faid he to him, * has fent me.a learned. 
aftrologer, who gueffes all my thoughts. Fat 
from „being obfcure, as thefe. people commonly 
are, he enlightens my own ideas, and prefents 
them to me much more accurately than they: 
had occurred to myfelf. You who are an adept 
in all the fciehces, can you tell me who this man 
is” Of whatkind is his knowłedge?  And.on 
what refources he depends for building, before 
my own eyes, a pavilion i in the air, the dimen- 
fions of whic! h he has juft now required, . with 
the fame confidence that one would require 
thofe of the moft fimple palace which was to be 
conftrucied on the ground ? 

46 Sire |” replied the oldeft of the Priefs, =: 
ść evcr fince this Abicam has been at your 
court, we have endeavoured, by. every mean, we. 
<zould think of, to difcover the nature of his 
CON 
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tońftellatión. ' We have applied tie rile | tó alt 
tkofe which compółe the zódiać, without hav 
met with the ftar »thich dirests him ; and we 
Begin tó fifpect that it niuft be fituated in 4 
heavćn above that to which we Rave directed 
our labotirs and obfervations. "He is come front 
among the powerful magicianś of Chaldeż ; and 
ie is poffible that he is one Of them. But, fkill- 
ed as he is in his art, it will. be impofible 
for him to form fany real thing by naturał 
means, or give probability to an illufioń, ifthreć 
ońły'6f óur number bppofć the ufe and gradual 
tnfoldińg of the means he employs. | 

Om the day he intends to build, we will be- 
take ourfelves to the place marked out; and' we 
liave fittle doubt, but that his workmen, if he 
really has any, will be unable to fupport the fire 
6F ośr piercing looks, and the effect of our magi- 
ćal charms. - 

"The_ king, taking coiirage at this ie ocake. 
brdered every thing requifite for the conftruc- 
tion of thć pavilion to be: ready | pn the appoint- 
ed fpot: Four thoufanq Ethiopians, fix hun- 
dred charióts, an hundred €lephants, and the 
moft expert workmen in Egypt, were employed 
in collećting the nećeffary materials, 

Hicar and Zefagnie obferved thefe _greśt pre- 
parations' without the Teaft uneafinefs ; ; the 

A i "e means 
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means they were to employ were fo fimple, that 
they: could not doubt of their fuccefs. yć; 

In the mean tjme, the term preferibęd had 
efcaped ; and a herałd had: alreądy intimated to 
Flicar, that the king of Egypt waited for him at 
the palace, svhither he immediately repaired. . 

<< Well, now !” fage Abicam,” faid Pharoah, 
« your wifhes are fulflled. + Every artiele ne- 
ceflary for building a whole palące is at the ap- 
pointed place.  Are.Sinkarib's workmen ready 
to begin ? 

They have only waited for the Ggnal of yQur 
majefty's pleafure, replied Hicars and if, in an 
hour hence, your majefty is difpofed: to go to 
the place marked out, your defires fhall all be 
fatisfied. Meanwhile I return to my sr to 
haften the work. 

What new fubjećt of admiration for b E- 
gyptian moharch!  Abicam was a man who 
never feemed to diftruft his refources. "The 
king gave orders, for an hundred chariots to be 
inftantly yoked, that he might afford his court an 
opportunity of enjoying this very fingular fpec- 
taclę. "The college of the priefts were added to 
this train ; which was ftill farther increafed by 
an immenfe crowd of people from Mafier. 
«/Hicar and Zefagnie waited to receive Pha- 
roah under arms;.and the whole party were 
armed by order of the; ambaffador. „ He kad 

| | put 
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put him felf at their head, and appeared as Gor 
midable under the banners of Mars as under 
the fhield of Minerva? | «:'64n201 2d) al 

'The' four elephants, covered' with towers a- 
dorned with waving flags, were płaced.iń the 
van. "The two rocs and their guides were each 
iń their tówer, and only waited the fignałs they 
were to obey. As foon as Hlicar coułd' diftin- 
guifh the chariot of Pharaoh, he made Zefag- 
nie 'afcend his tower, ordered the mufic to be- 
gin, and fet off himfelf 2 at full gallop to mect 
the fovereign. 

-. Seeing a hórfeman advancing fo gracefulły, 
znd with fuch a martiał appearance, the 
Egyptan king never once thought that: it 
was the Affyrian ambaflador. Hićar alighted 
from his horfe, and was foon recognifed by the 
King, to whóm he paid his refpećts. —/, 

» «e "What! ds it you, Abicam!” faid he to 
him ; « how-cenrycu thus remove from yourfelf 
"the burden of: years,'znd difplay before me as 
much gracefuhiefs and vigout, as-you have al- 
ready" fko*n "me wifdomi:”-=*_ Sire V* replied 
Hicar, <cyvour majefty €xtols too "highly the 
weak "abilities which you are kind enough to 
remark'in Abicam ; they are the effect of: that 
nobłe eńułation *ith which the kmg nry ma- 
ftef  infpites his minifters. But; łet'us'not de 
ie 4 to fulfl "the engagements « agreed "upon 

* b 2 with 
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with yońr majelty ; my workmćn are all ready, 
amd eager to gratify yóur impatienće ; (and they 
only wait pór miajełty's órder tó give job new 
proofs both 'of ter żeał and dexterity, tmadh 
Ter them bei,” faid Pharach. *« Hicat 
then tufned towards the elephants, and nade - 
fignal with his hand, upon which the net "which 
covered the two totrers difappeared.* A woman 
then appeared, żhd afcendtd into the alr.  SKE 
was” dreffed" after the Afiyrian" fiadhier; "A 
a pidrpłe-coloti ed" robe; all befpangied witle 
gołd 4 a vell of gadże | 'fluttered in the wińd 
fichi” the tóp of'a' tiara enriched witk* dia- 
śmonds, which, finiggling with the rays of the 
fun, fćómcd te rival their fpleńdowr. Etety ob- 
jet around her, in' which fhe'caft Ker Tivcly 
4iid" piercing eyes, immediately felt idEIP come 
pletely fubjećted to her wilł ; and the exprefioń. 
of her: features difeotered at onćć the 'dignity 
and prace Of her fex.” Thrice fkć fr'uci: thć 
air with her rod, and, in a diftinćt and firra 
»olee, pronounced the following woórds.m 5 * 
1-« Jlamble flaves of" the powerfut king Sir 
'« karib! obey the orders of the z king 
«Phatnoh P>" h 
At that inftańt a great noife was Heard; ; and 
the rocs leaving their towers, carried above" the 
clouds their young conductors, two of the móft 
maa objects it"was wię tó behold. More 
SIĘ z 
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gleqdid a and ef perfidious than.the fon of Ve- 
nus; they. appeared, . notwithftanding the „rapie 
dity with. „which they were carried, to, enjoy 
themfelves. xery much. on. the back. of „their. 
aerial fteeds, „directing their motion . towards 
heav en, from whence they feemed to have been 
originally defcended, . ri 

Garlands of flow ers, whofe vivid caiońnć werę 
totally eclipfed. by that of (their. complexion, | 
were the only reftraint they had impofed upon 
iheir beautiful. hair ; s and their trefles floated in 
the wind, which at one time fcattered them, 
and at another raifed them up, and appeared to 
give them the power of wings. 

„£heic garments of coloured gauze, zalą 
tę the laws of motion, reprefented around them 
a variegated , and luminous circle,, like the.fcarf 
of Iris. 

"They had in their hand'a golden trowel, whicji 
they handled with. an eafy. careleflnefs ;. an in- 
ganious fmile which animated their.countenance 
was ap. evidence, that they were not afraid to 
truft themfelves to thę, element through which 
they were to pafs. 

Pharaoh, and all the multitude; ftood .mute 
through furprife ; but they, as well asthe train of 
Hicar, whowere ftrangers tothefe sy fteries,faon 
fent. upa fhout of adniration. „ "The officers of 
the. szc: approached thośt „of Hicar; 
Ł ? Bb 3 and: 
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and "thus inguired of them," «What prodigy 
is this which we have beheld ?7”--1We are per< 
fectly ignorant of it, replied the Affyriuns. © * 
a'Pharaoh was im extacy ; but'theaftonifhment 
6P the priefts was beyond all bounds. The 
"monarch having at length. recovered the ufe of 
his fenfes, a them "m kak thought of this 
miracle ?- 

+1 "Sire |” faid they,' * this is a difplay of maż 
gie fuperior tó every human effort, and far be- 
yond our knowledge.” "The king then addrefled. 
FliGar': «© Abicam;” faid'he to him,"« by what 


name do you call the'forcerefs, or the goddefs,. 


whom we have -juft fećn ?-—Whither are the 
genii gone whom fhe commands.”  <«=Moft 
'powerfil tmonarch !” replied: Hitar, «© there is 
neither goddefs, nor forcerefs, nor: genius here; 
you have fech only a woman and two children ; 
put they are fubjećts of the illnftrious Sinkarib.” 
> Shall we fee them'return ?——They' have 
vour pavilion: to build, and the woman you faw 
łs the architect; laok up to the heavens; yo 
woritmćn are defcending. " As" foon as 'Hicar' 
gorcelved that the birds were within reach of his 
voice, he calied out *to them, * Slaves of Sina 
kazib, do your dutyf”* 
JAt that: inftant the woman again appeared ; 

and; with 'ź firoke of her rod, brought the chil- 
ARGE heh: kiodesi «= Workmen;* fid fhe 


to 
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to them, <4' your foundations are dug,-go and de= 
mand.'the ; materials. necefiary to . begin your 
work z: therć are my dimenfions-* 1 And at thć 
fame time fhe threw them a bunch.of ribbatyds, 
which the chiłdren laid hold of, and. then die 
rected their flight to the:place wherę, the work- 
men were waiting 'for' them with all the arti- 
cles they had prepared. Pharaoh went te the 


„lame. plaće; 'and. the: priefts, followed by the 


aftrologers, were Ryk to; mingłe among the 
aka 

«he rocs hovered for fóme time over the la- 
Kodi and then defcended fo far as to enable 
their young guides to be heard with their. clear 
and melodious. voices. ** Subjećts of Pharaoh; 
faid<they, <* give us ftones, lime, and fand, that 
we may build the pavilion for your. mafter.” 
The flaves. of the Egyptian king, and the lą- 
bourers, ftood gaping in aftonifhment. 
; Great king ! exclaimed the lady from the top 
of the tower, thefe are effeminate Egyptians, 
whom your majefty: employs in' your fervice.. 
Exćrt here your.power,' and that -fpring which 
gives energy to.fuch hearts as have been debafed 


„by flavery : Order the baftinade to be applied to 


the foles of their feet. Pharaoh alfo was loft in 
aftonifhment. Zefagnie then addrefled her. own 
wdrkmen:« Subjećts of Sinkarib !; Your majefty 
" you to yo Pharaoh, in. every thing: 
t It 
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lt is indced impoffible for you to touch the 
earth, but you may. come extremely. near it . 
put yourfelf within, the reach of thofe who can=: 
not aflift you ;”. and, at the famę time, making. 


a fignal with her rod, which they were accuf=. 


tomed to obey, they began to defcend by a cir= 
cular fight. "The Ethiopians fell fiat with their . 
faces on the ground; and. fuch, as. from mere- 
ftupidity remained ftanding, were wolsnthy £ Over- 
turned by the feet of the rocs.. 

"The priefts of Ofiris, forming themfelves ine 
to a circle, with their high prieft in the center,. 
ftood, firm in their places. "They had affembled 
in ą circular order, in order to execute the de- 
fign they had formed, of difpelling'by their looks 
the inchantment they expedted to fee. But, in 
order to have kept up even the appearance of 
oppofing rod to rod, it would have been necef- 
fary for their chief to have preferved his fa- 
culties. But, the moment he faw tbe children 
begin i to defcend, he was. left in aftonifhment; 
and the enfign of his power, dropped from his 
hand. All his train were in horror, when a 
ftroke of the truly powerful: rod directed the 


ftorm towards them : At the prompt: obedjeneg 


and noife of the birds, you might have feen 
them fall upon one another, wrap themfelves up 
in the folds of their” BANER in order ta efcape 
fo many. dangers; and. in a.fhort timę this cole 
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lege of learned meh were nothing but a lecie 
heap. "The „plain, which before was covered 
with an ifnumierable crowd of people, appęared 
a defart full of defolatión. "'Pharach, whiofe i 
foni was haughty, bit fult of | vigout, was the 
ohńły óne whom aftohifhment did not completć> 
ły overcome ; and thus he addreffed Hicar, whó 
had remained always at his fide. 

e Ąbicam!” faid he, «I am dazzled with 
<himeras, and cónfounded with appearances. 
Sturronnded by my magi, I have depćnded too 
mmich on their power. Since the death of Hi- 
car the Chaldean, I had prefumed that there 
Was nót a mań in Affyria whó could enter the 
ifts with ine. You have correćted my miftake, 
ańd forced fróm! me that eftećm of which I have 
hitherto given you but triding marks. Sovereign 
of dn ihduftrious people, I thought myfelf mote 
pówerful than Sinkarib ; but he has oppofed to 
mie 'a woman only, and all my people, are by her 
reduced to mere machines. I finceręly wifh to 
bócórfie the fiend"ańd ally Of your: King ; $ and 
I befeech you to Kć our mediator. Come to- 
mortow, to my palace, and AM Our conditions 
fhall be fulfilled. : 

Notwithftanding this fpeech, it may eafily be 
prefumed that the „king of Esypt was inwardly 
mórtified thus to confefs his defeat ; but he. 
wa a RONA uńd tefolved to hidć the real 

) motive 
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śriotiye of his refolution : By the mhoft noble beż | 


havióur; he endeavoured to conceal the dangers 


with which he was threatened by the refentment * 


of Sinkarib. 
"The focs AKT Ekieże gołdes Kód Acifśkiiany 
and, aś fooń as the lady wbió directed theft won - 


ders had feen their effect, fhe imuhediately re- 
entered her tower, which was again covered 


with the myfterious veil. The plain, which had 
formerly looked like 4 defart, was peopled anew, 
and Pharaoh, followed by his court, had return- 
ed'to'his pałace: Hicar had alighted from his 


horfe, and ordered hiś gad to lay down their 


arms, and retire to their teńts, "The FOCS, and 


thcir guides, whó had: been concealed in a heigh- 


bouring fóreft, had returhed to their towers, 


and covered themfelves with the net. And 
Hicarand Zefagńie, now difarmed, were con gra- 


tułatinp one another on the fortunate fuccefs of 


their ingenious firatagem, and d fettlicig the plan: 


of hier. future cońduśGt. 
«I will vigoroufły demand,” faid Hicar, „ve 
very <articie of the figned. cóńditionś, and to- 


morrów eyery thing will be agreed upon. "The 
imaginatión of the Egyptian king is very mich 


affected ; his people are equally aftonifhed ; and 
I will avail myfelf of this difpofition' in bóth tó 
advance the intereft of Sinkarib. The treafuty 


muft be filled which Nadam has exhanfted ; the 


ę" . 
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forces of, the kingdom muft be re-eftablilhed s 
and the frontiers muft,bę put in a ftate.of de+ 
fence. Should Pharaoh ever learn that<he has 
been =owożd upon by a ftratagem, it would bę 
impoffible for us ta refft' his rage. As foon, 
therefore, as.wę fhall have returned to my 
folitude, I will make a. trufty huntfman condućt 
the rocs into the middle of the defartsz be-wiił. 
feparate the children from them during thę 
night ; and, having fet them upon a camel, bring 
them back to.me. Sinkarib would be unable to 
refift the curiofity of feeing the fame manoeuvres 
difplayed before him, which have juft now afto< 
nifhed Egypt; and it is neceffary to keep up the 
belief of a miraclę in the mind of the king, and 
even of the Afyrians. It will infpire our peow 
ple «with confidence, and prevent them from 
throwing themfelves into the chains of their ene- 
mies abroad, in feeking to fhun them at kome. 

Not, added the fage Hicar, that I would wifh- 
to deceive the king of Egypt on every point. 
but he fhall learn from me ro circumftance 

which it is of importance to conceal from him. 

In duty to my own character, and to that of an 

ambaflador, I muft inform him in time -who 

„Abicam was; and for this purpofe I will em- 

ploy no other artifice than that I have already" 

made ufe of, in caufing a falfe carrier to deliver 

mea Jett from. $inkarib, which in reality 4. 

| brough€ 
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brought fealed from Nineveh; to be ufed 44:0cx 
cafiom fhould. require. 'After.thefe wife arrańnge» 
ments,this „happy pair< grew calm, and waited 
without uneafinefs. the evęnts.of 'ta-morrow. - »' 
„+rEvery thing. was mow „ready in. the city of 
Maffer, and. in the: palacę of tbe king, for <giv= 
ing the ambaflidor the,moft „magrińcent tecep= 
tion. , Hę;was.no longer .treatęd <a; the'eńvoy- 
of,.ą. prince, wha was before haud confidered as 
a waflal, of Eharaoh ;, a deputation of rthe:gran- 
dees of the court. went ont/to-meet him at<<he' 
gates Of the city.; and, when'he'approached the 
throne, the fovereign, after receiving his-homa 
age, defcended tę. embrace him: uy nó** 

« Dear. Abicam te, faid.he tohim, « difinguifhć 
ed and valuable man ! From your prefence, youe' 
words, and your aćtions, I have learned what 
King. Sinkarib” is. ..I command thoufands of 
flayes, but, he governsthem.. Afyria would have 
had much to boaft of had it onły produced Hi- 
«car and you! .  Certainly ypu were a; difdple: of 
this Page ? „You „haue' been weil -acquaintćd *. 
with, him Sire! replied «Abicam, I will in: 
time difcover to you.the connection I may have: 
had. with with a man for: whom you have pre= 
ferved fo much efteem.—(If I have failed in my: 
refpedt „for, Sinkarib, /replied Phatoah, it! has 
been owing to.the murder of: that illuftrious' 
man, ; Ever fince:that event, I have looked up-" 
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61 the king of Affyria as a tyrant, „ofwkomthe 
world ought to be freed.)-—-66 And, if Hicar 
were ftilł alive,” faid Abicam, 56 he would 'en= 
deavour to vindicate his fovertign fróm the de- 
teftable calumnies which have bećn'thrown out 
upon this monarch on his account. Pardon 
mie, Sire | if for a moment I differ from you it 
opinion : The reputation and interefts of that 
wizir were as dear to"me as to any ether per- 
fon, and my źśttathment to him can end onły 
with "my fifez "fet I know (and you fhall one 
day know it likewife), that he was not, in cvery 
inftańce, irreproachabie. 
Sixteen years before his death, Sire, he him- 
felf, in'the moft obliging manner, whetted the 
fword.with which he was to be ftruck, and give 
ie'to Sinkarib, whofe hands were to ufe it.—I 
am not permitted to fay more: The interpreter 
to you of my mafter's wilł, I muft not at prefent 
af the part of his confident. But, tó return to 
Hicary I cannot help blaming'him : He ałpired 
tóo foon afier repofe and retirćmcnt. Man is 
born for labour ;' and the tranqitility he putftes' 
isa fhadow. ' When public afiirs are in the 
hands of a wife man, he A not to RE 
them to an imprudent minifter. ' ip 
+«* I begin,” faid Pharoah, <'to be convinced 
that: Flicar ray have had his failingś, fitce your 
wifdom has poińted them' outs "Arid befides, * 
Wet. I. Cc I 
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f confidćr you as (o much above him, thatyow 
would not feek for faults i in his Rój ifim | 
reality there wóte none,” 5! | 
'Yów will evćn'be ćónvinceds Sire; clo lam 
ył-n6 refpect fuperior to Hicar. = T'have unhap- - | 
piły 26 many faults to reproach myścik with. 28 
4 ćver difcovered in him. But,” faid Pha- 
. roah, «* before we fpeak'of the conditions, (which. 
T already look upon as fixed), Wilł you pot in 
form me as to the nature of that objećł whom 
we beheld under the *appearance of a woman; 
and whoim you have announcćd as the architećt 
of Sinkarib ?—1 will tell you; Sire 3 but it muft 
be kept a fecret from the chief of your mini- 
fters. She was fifter to the deceafed king ; and 
confequently fhe is aunt to the prefent king of 
Affyria. ; She -made- a voluntary offer. of co- 
ming to fulfil your defigns, on condition that 
he fhoułd remain unknown.—l cannot, faid the: 
+ king, givę her'a greater proof of my admiration, - 
thah by yielding «to her. wifhes : But I have a 
painful effort:te overcome, in with-holding from 
her that homage which is due to her birth, her 
merit;' and, above'all, to the untommon power 
with which fhe is invefted.=-She is entitled, 
Sire; to the moft diftinguifhed attention ; but 
her power dóes nót deferve to be fo much ex- 
tólled"by your majefty;'fince every woman of" 
Asyria pofefies merit. Mun * 
L Let 


ARABIAN TAŁES, 303 


© Let us fign our treat, Sblesą „It muft.be 


done by you and meż 16? 402 Hodl 100 Dlvow 
I afpire to the friendfhip of, Sinkacib, and 

wiih .to' fee-him in .Nineveh,.and 'admire> his 
głory.: *-Orders are already. given to. pay to.you 
xhe tenth of the revenues of „Egypt for four 
years, To this I have added the nine hundred 
*katars which your fovereign afked from me to 
„compłete the conftrućtion of his chariots of war. 
fFelhim;that I will afcend them together with 
<him to attack his enemies : I fhall order the re- 
fturn of all his fubjećts who have taken refuge in 
Egypt : And here is a letter which you will de- 
diver „|. from me. 
« a Panon, king of Egypt, fo SINCARIB, king of 
diec wia.” 
1: Glory to the powers from whom proceed the 
favours which are fhćd upon the earth! Glory 
to him who is ćrowned with them? 


«« [ wilhed;” ZAGoż, « to contend ść you 
«in wifdom, and» „myfelf impofed the terms ; 
166 but: F have faileęf in the fruggle ; and pay 
1« jmoft willingły; iu confideration of the eycel- 


est łentsthings k-have heard and feen. You 


« demand of me nine hundred katars to <de- 


a Cc z « fray 
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„66 fray. yońr:extraordinary expertces; and I ama 
« extremely happy iń having it in my powerto 
4< oblige you. I heonły requital I afk for this is, 
« and defenfive treaty of alliance, which,:feałed 
(46 withany great feal, will be delivered tó you by 

«your enlightened ambaffador:* +” ” 

Abicam, loaded. with prefents and: oda ho- 
nour, and Zefagnie,  enriched with a 'diamond 
ftar; refumed „the road: toc Nineych,' carrymg 
„with them the terms: of the Egyptian king: Two 
grandees of:his court;at the head:of a detach- 
ment of- cavalry, |efcorted the arta tę the 

frontiers of Aflyria.' dź 15 owigiudizh 
'Hicar was; fomewhat uńeafyat! sthuis honour; 
he djdnot wifh to ftefo mańy eyeśfixed upon the 
„cages which contained the:birds. „*Inftrićt: pa- 
licy „he; fhquld have: put them to death, "and bu- 
ried.them'in his tent ;: but he was incapable of 
doing, karm: to. animals. which had rendered 
him fuch, efiential fetvice. > Hle'contented:him- 
felf, «with placing around. them a cónftant and 
watchful guard; and, whetherche wasobliged 
ta ftop: during: the day; Or to'pitch'his'canip in 
order to reft during the night, he did this iń fuch 
a manner, „ag that;it was impofiible to difcover 
his, innocent ftratagerńm, >> In the'medn time, he 
had, difpatched; +2, waxrior'to: Sinkarib, with*a 
eter, i in the name:of:: Abieam, which informed 
2 him 


<« „that you, will exchange withine an oftenfive 


<ouoaakół 


są 2 
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<hih of his fuccefs "at large, "and acquainted 
*him'with the return of his fubjećts unter Kis 
/government, and'the arrival 0f -the hine huń- 
śdred "katars, "im addition 'to c A which 
he brought... 00 > io wies a 
- +0 'Nadan read this łetter, and was tonfouńded 
at it. << Who'is this Abicam;” fad he, ** who 
is patronifed by! Zefagnie, "and who, in fo 
.fhort a time, bas'performed fo great wonderś'? 
-Sinkarib, even'when'his głory was at the high- 
„eft: pitch, would have thought himfelf very 
happy in toming off upon*equal terms with the 
'kmg of Egypt; and yet this laft has become his 
tributary, at the very time when he had onły to 
fhow himfelf" in order to invade him!  Nadan 
was aftonifhed at allthis ; and, as he beheld, in 
this ftranger, a man too dangerous for him, he 
was already contriving iń what manner he might 
iget rid of him: While, on the other hand, 
'Sinkarib was returning thanks to heaven for 
'having preferved Kis old vizir, ' to €xtricate him 
'from the dificuktieś into which he bad falłen by 
his own negligence. 
Public report loudly proelańiked the miracles 
- which bad been' performed at Mafłer. Is the 
"man whom you have employed a magician, faid 
Nadan to Sinkarib 2—< No;” replied the king; 
««. but he: is a" moft wonderful man.” Whiłe 
this'event engaged the/ attention" 6f the coirt 
£ Cc 3 and 
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«and: the city, Zefagnie had: retutned -to her.pq- 
Jace ;«and the pretended.Abicam had intimated 
to the king that "he «would repofe. himfelf for 
two days i in his folitude, before he came to. give 

am'accolnt of liis ćmbaffy. « 
„ Binkarib flew to. the pałace'of: his'aunt; sód 
olch the happy fuccefs of 'an invention, of 
which they had not communicated' to-him even 
the idea. He congratulated himfelf on hisgood 
fortune; but, exaćtly as the fage Hicar had 
-forefeen, 'he wifhed to:fee thefe birds and chil- 
„dren, by whofe means the pride of Pharoah had 
«been humbled.. "That is impofible, faid Ziefag- 
nie ; Hicar, in engaging them for your -fervice, 
promifed them thejr liberty, and they are already 
in the enjoyment of it.: Deftroy not the illu- 
ion by which Pharoah.is deceived; and, that 
you may: fucceed better in this, 'allow:it to re- 
snain in the: rhinds of your people.  I-am ex- 
cremely. happy im having: feen you before my 
hufband had 'made-his appearance again at the 
palace: As foon as he muft refume his offices, 
he cannot be announced there under any other 
mame than his own; and'you muft not permit 
the ungratefuł Nadań :to *remain either as his 
colleague or inferior. . This wretch was the au- 
„chor.of all tliofe dark intrigues which. .difho- 
zowored.my'hufband'in your efteem : So long.as 
* Was, zaesdliey, you have fupported him near 

póu ; 
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„yQwy but, as. God has; at length reftored your 
ancient wizir, you aught.not to fave this dan- 
*gerons minifter, wha confpiredchis. ruin, and 
«would foon <omplete, yourcowń.. His. head 
ought to fall upon thć fcaffold ; but I requeft 
the favour of your. leavin$ it to the difpofal of 
Hicar. "Fhe unworthy;Nadan is his nephew, 
and muft be punifhed by that hand, the ea 
ficence.of which he has forgotten. 

„Sinkarib yielded to the wifhes of Zefagnie,. zai 
inimediatey. returned to his palace, where Na- 
dan: expelted him with uneafinefs. The kińg 
himfelf'was not altogether free from it ; and,'as 
foon as he-perccived Nadan, he. addrefied the 
ęchief of Hlicar's guard, who had been a fervant 
in the innermeft apartments.  *« Caufe the ari- 

"minal to be bound ?” faid he, pointing to the vi 
-zir, ** and let him be immediateły conducted to 
"the palace of the grand vizir Hicar, his uncle. 

*Deliver him up to: the orders. of Zefagnie, and 
refume yourfelf,: at the head of your: band, the 
fame offices in her palace with. which a was 
formerly entrufted.” 

Nadan was inftantly arrefted, and: fiut up in 
„the. very. prifon where his uncle had been con- 
cealed, in order to fcreen himfelf from his fury. 

„Aftćr this, Sinkarib 'afembled his..council, 
and communicated :to them hisi good fortune'in 
having. found. his former. vizir Hicar ; he re- 

counted: 
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counted the fervices. he had. 'rendered: him im 
Egypt» and predićted the tranquility of Affy- 
ria under the adminiftration of fo enlightened 
a minifter as he had this day recalled to -his 
office. 
- w tHicar entered the city, amidft the acclama- 
tions of the people, who conducted him in tri- 
* umph to the foot of the throne, where the art- 
fuł courtiers gave him a moft diftinguifhed re- 
<ception. "The minifter then delivered the łettęr 
"which he carried to Sinkarib ; and prevailed up- 
on the monarch to fign the treaty of alliance, and 
to return it with a favourable anfwer to Pharaoh. 
Hicar had no dificulty in perfuading . him to 
"this; and a meflenger was inftantly fent into 
Egypt with thefe difpatches, which the king 
"accpmpanied with the: following letter. 


c % tke Powerful King Pia RA0H, :Sryerójgm Lod 
-of the Zdj PEP. Ę 


« Sire ! Só kach been recalled to life; 

/« that, under the name' of Abicam, he might 
*« admirę the knowledge and virtues which are 
<=: the ornament of your auguft perfon. If he 
« did rot make himfelf known to your maje= 

«c fty, you muft afcribe this referve only .to.the 
4 * amezfures which obliged him to fupport the 

s ś« charaćtęr 
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46 character under which he appeared at your 
ść coutt. Your majefty will now be able to 
«-<comprchend what Abicamfaid to thedifpa- 
tcragement'of Hicar.?* 00 5 5 © e m 1 


s2iR0 


"When this vizir had openly, and, to the fa 
tisfaction of all, refumed the rcins of govern- 
ment, he returned to his palace, where he had 
heard that Nadan was confined in chains. He 
refolyćd, though with regret, to fpeak to this 
criminał : He could not, and indeed ought not, 
bii<anyfaccount, to grant him his pardon; yet 
he'did mot wifh'for' his death. 

He made the cave, which was lighted by'a 
łamp,' be 'opened ; and there he *beheld his 
perfidious nephew ftretched upon the ftraw. 
«« Well! Nadan;” faid he to him, «do you 
recollect what you have been, what you have 
done, and what you now are? Can you think 
upon yourfelf ?”—« Not withońt blufhing,” re- 
plied Nadan.—* 'The tiger,” continued Hicar, 
« ftained with blood and flaughter, pafing 
near a fountaiń, faw its own image, which £ll- 
edit with horror. "While you lived in your 
guilt, you did not listen to remórfe 3 today feel 
its bitternefs*—« Alas! I do feel and know 
it/>-—6 No, you do not feel it * Did it equal 
„m; <rimes, it wculd dey Ur you. tc Pardon 
ft ot śl aoi W me; 


> 
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me, my uncle; confider that the fame bloód : 
4lows in the veinsof us both.” * * j 

_iś«'Once, * when the Ganges overfłóowed its 
banks, it depofited fome of its waters in 4 hol- 
łow betwixt two mountajns. *They bećdme cor- 
srupted, and" fpread infećtión afi around, till 
they "were 'curfed by'the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring płaces. How '' faid they, .dares 
;any one 'urfe the waters of the falutary rivćr, 
«without. which man *would 'foon perifh for 
thirft! Peftilentiał waters! replied a genius, 
sthe Ganges. do not acknowledge thofe waters 
from which nothing but 'deadly exKalatiohs" a- 
sile! Vou, Nadan, call me no more jour 
sancle, <nor yourfelf my nephew.” 

«Well, Hicar! e are generóus ańd noble, 
stieat me'like a man. —<« It'would not be to 
srecogniłe humanity in you, but tó avenge it of 
jyout enormities. « Once an wolf was taken a- 
«mong the lambs, which a prieft of Ofiris was 
sending: Spare me, faid it to the keeper of 
the flock; behold niy mouth ańd' my paws, it 
ds clear that I am innocent. "The crime is in 
ithy heart, *replied the keeper. But, although 
"you fhould fuppofe fo, replied the wolf, :you 
area minifter of peace; you never ufe the 
gknife but in facrifice, and I am too- vile-to be 
coffered up ;*my blood would ftain your robe 
sand your hands. It is only the błood of the 

juft 
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juft that ftains, faid the prieft, as he plunged. 
the knife in its throat; ; die wretch ! I facrifićce: 
thee to the tranquility of the flock which are 
in the world.” . i 
«« You intend then to behave to me as a 
judge,” faid Nadan.—% Wretch |: when thou' 
fpeakeft of juftice, thou makeft me tremble. 
Is it poffible for me to do juftice to thee? Re= 
call to mind my kindnefs and thy treachery; 
my affećtion, and thy cruelty ! The law, con- 
fcious of its weaknefs, has denounced no pu- 
nifhment againft ingratitude. Heaven has re- 
ferved this for itfelf.” 
| | 6« Well,” faid Nadan, © banifh me into the 
moft dreadful defart.” — ** Even there you. 
would be purfued by the furies; nor will they: 
abandon you even after death. This is the 
punifhment which you deferve; and I am not 
fo. cruel as to deliver you up to it.  AJl that I 
wifh, is, that remorfe may fharpen againft you. 
its keeneit arrows; that thy guilty heart may 
be pierced with them; and that you may be- 
come at leaft fenfible to grief! Delivered at 
length to repentance, you would repair fat leaft 
in part) the atrocity of your condućt by your 
tears.”— Alas! you behold me fhed them.” 
<< Yes, traitor, thou doft weep ! but it is to 
fee. my life refcued from thy ftroke; and to 
bebold thyfelf in chains, and unable to avenge:; 
y thyfelf. 
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thyfelf... We muft infict fuch punifliments' s: 
fhall chaftifey not thycrimes, but thy pride.” 

When he had faid this, Hicar departed, 
bewailing.a nephew whom he had no- hopes of 
bringiiig to repentance. Some days after he 
went again to fęe him ;. but he found him dead. 
in -his prifon': In this manner was the worki. 
delivered from the fatal exiftence' of. this un-. 
grateful man. He. had hanged himfelf by his 
hair, „on a naił which was fixed in the walls of 
the, dungeQn=— b sd+-bu 

Hicar and Zełagnie żongólod: one "skoki 
And, in. the attachment of Sinkarib, they found 
a „full. recompenfe for all.the.grief into , which 
Nadan bad. plunged them... The monarch, in- 
ftrulied by:the.dangers to which hę had been 
cxpofed under a perfidious andwicked minifter, 
now.,devoted..himfelf wholły to bufinefs,. and 
gainęd the affećtion of his people, and the ad. 
miration of the neighbouring powers. 


Pty +79 ą 





sKczcgnade ad to be doighicd with the” 
hiftory of Sinkarib and his stwo wizirs, which 
was thus concluded ; He was płcafed with the 
punifhment'of the ungrateful Nadan, and: the 
manner in which Hicar had fupported the.cha- 
raśter of Abicam at the Court of Pharaóh.. The 
Sight 
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fight of the rocs, and the addrefs of the youn. 
children, tuzgk contributed greatły to Kis : rise 
ment. pał „<d becerlięd smd rod HE 

de had taken a' peculiaf intereft in 
Ziefagnie. - 7Y ot have defcribed, fifter, faid fhe 
to Scheherazade, a woman for whom I have 
conceived fuch an efteem, that: I have never 
thought of 2 afking het age ; ; and, ćveń hid yoa 
told me' that fhe was advańced. in years, I cerz 
tainly woałd have forgot it, amid the fplendoir 
of fo many chars, and the dignity oć her i man- 
NETS. - 

- But, as this hitory has been long, and as we 
ouglit to bewarć of fatiguing the attention of 
- the fultan "our fovereign, I fhould wifh, fifter, 
that you: would 'relate the ftory of a certain 
Schebandad -of Surat, which I remeńiber for= 
nerly to have heard *with very great pleafure. 

I would gladły uńdertake it, fid the beau- 
tiful fultanefs, did not the day which begins to 
appear advife us to follow Pe better employ- 
ment. 

At leaft, fifter, replied Plikzadć, you wil 
engage to relate it to-morrow,j< A hall, sat - 
command of our invincible fultan.) © 10 

"The next day the fultanefs, being semikded 
of her: promife, with the: appóbBAEiOK - of: the 
fultan,* thus began.: © H daddw a 1: 

USE OTEEG vD d> 18 DAŁA A 4 Sp | 
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SE: 
Tbe Fi wy of” tbe: Bai of .tbe Schebandad hf | 


Surat. 


Ą SCHEBANDAD of Surat 2 „by his marriage, 
had. had four fons, for Rag he procured 
wives, and whom he fettled advantageoufly i in the 
world. But it fo happened, that, at the end of 
twenty ycars, oniy. one child remained to each. 
<he three elder brothers had each a fon, and the 
younger a daughter. PAU 

Vafumć was the name of this young daugh- 
ter. Both nature and education had confpired 
to render her accomplifhed. "Nothing was talk= 
ed of at Burat, but the charms of her figure, 
ber talents, and her wit. Hier three coufins 
loved her to diftraćtion.  'Their whole ambi- 
tion was to gain her hand, This rivalfhip 
might be attended with dangerous confequen- 
ces; and the Śchebandad, who forefaw this, 
affembled his family, and fpoke thus to _his 
children : 
My chiłdren, fays he” to them,. Vafumć can 
only be the wife of one hufband. Her father 
and I believe you all equally worthy of her 
hand. But, as the happinefs of your amiable 
coufin is at ftake, I have thought proper to 

leave 


. 


dr 
4 Uż 


* „4 Schcbandady a chief of commerce. 
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leave her at liberty to make choice of one of 

you; and the one of the three whom fhe fhal 

prefer may dćpend upon our approbatioh and 
confent. 

"Thefe three brothers could not oppofe this 
reafonable propofal; and the Śchebandad Was 
commiflioned to communicate it to his grańd- 
daughter. Vafumć, was much embarraffed : 
« Father,” faid fbe, "I love my three conifins 
with an equal affećtion, and would be extremie- 
ly forry to difoblige any of them. However, 
fince you require me to make a choice, and as 
it js almoft a matter of indiference to me which 
of them I obtain, I have thought of a method 
„Of. determining the point. My coufińs are en- 
dowed with excellent abilities ;' and I wilł takc 
that. one of thę,three for tny hufband who 
fhall relate the moft agrecable ftory : For, if his 
merit be equal in other refi pects, I believe the 
man of the, beft underftanding"i is the beft cal- 
euląted to. „promote, the happinefs of his wife.” 
I fhall go and ihform them of your ' propofal, 
xeplied the Schebandad ; and, as they will not 
have had, time to. prepare thenifelv eS, you will 
be the better able to judge of .the refources of 
their imaginątion. I know their talents ; be- 
fides, the reward thćy,have in view will give 
them, courage to attempt every thing ; ; and, be- 

Dd2 5 forę 
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fore the tranfports of expectation, every difli- 
culty will vanifh. 
* The Schebandad having * 'acgnaintćd che 

young men, foon returned to Vafumć, -fol- 
Jowed dy y her i father and che > three lovers. „Fhe 


whole c company, took "their "feats, ańd the con- 
teł ' was ready : to begin. The oldeft had. „alrea- 


dy begun his ftory, when „he was interrupted 
by the beautiful Indian. « _My amiable „SOUe” 
fins,” „1 faid fhe,. € firft_of all, _pou muft „permit 
me 7 to „bring hither onę . extremely capable of 
direć ing. my Judgment. Dara! faid ihe, ad>- 


| dreffing herfelf to -a flave, go and acquaiąt my 


good Nanć, that I expect her here. „łt is „my 
nurfe, continued fhe. ft is to the pretty fto- 
ries fhe formerly told „me, that,[ owe a „great 
part of : my inftrudtion ; ; and none „of. you will 
be able to prejudice or corrupt thię judge, for 
fhe is blind. „ Thus her decifion muft be in fa- 
vour of. real merit.” | 
Come forward, good nurfe, faid fhe to Nanć 
ąs fhe entered; caufe them to condućt : you to me, 
and prepare, yourfelf to liten. with attention, 
My father, is here with a goodly company, who 
are going to tell Jou ftories; be.feated on my 
fopha. Upon this Nanć, groping her way, fat 
down at Vafumć's „fide, whom, fhe recognifed 
by her voice ; and he who 'propofed tą fpeak 
firft, thus began his ftóry.. 
Tbe 
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i : dunNKY 0%. 731 
The Lovek of tbe Stars or. the. Story: of Cabil- 
(i Jafet. aoót „tm gano? 


D Atnvc, a potter in Bagdad, had been pret- 
ty fuccefsful in' his bufinefs : Scventeen years 
after his marriage, his wife, whom forrow had. 
rendered infirm, died, leaving him a fon of 
fixteen years of age. | c AE 
From that time, the potter frequented the 
houfe of Narilha, a widow, much younger than 
* himfelf. "This woman was by profeffion a fel- 
Ter of cofmetics, which preferved the frefhnefs 
of the tomplexion and fkin, and appeared to 
perpetuate youth. Her artificiał compofitions 
had pracured her admittance into the inner- 
moft apartments of the calipk's palace, and of 
the principał harams in. the capital. But her 
fame was not of long duration ; after the fpłen- 
dour of a fleeting charm, fome of her cuftom- 
ers obferted their attraćtions vanifh too foon ; 
"Time imprinted his wrinkies on their artificial 
countenances ; and our widow, finding her cre- 
dit diminifh, determined to appropriate the lit- 
dle fortune of her friend the potter, by becom- 
ing his wife. 
Dalhuc was already tóo much captiyated to 


rcfufe this propofał s and, thus in %irtue of for= 
Dd 3 mer 
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mer elaimis; andof the'cohtract which was fign= 
ed in prefence of thę Cadi, the feller of cofme- 
tics-was 'eftablifhed 'as the Pa miftrefs of 
his houfe. : 

Narilha had a fonto a chę; a sł nith ka 
of Dalhuc; he was one of themoft dull and ftupid 
chiłdren in Bagdad ; but he was not the lefs, 
on: that, account, the beloved idgl "of his mo- 
ther. This foolifh and rude creature, whofę 
name was Badur, emboldened' by. the partiality 
of Dalhuc.for his mother, fixed a quatre] on 


his ftep-father's fon, 'who, forgettińg his naty= . 


ral gentlenefs, revenged his injurious trćatment 
by beating him foundly : The enraged mother 
banifhed her hufband's child from the houfez 
and this unfortunate wretch, almoft naked, was 


obliged to take refuge in the houfe of One of _ 


-his mother's brothers. Narilha, delivered frorn 
this tróublefome fpy, and flattering herfelf that 
fhe could.bring the: little knowledge of bufinefs 
which was left her to fome good account; ex- 
erted it in piirchafing a garden without the City, 
and fet up a, fruit-fhop; of which the caliph af. 
terwards became a cuftomer, by the zęcóR of 
the purveyor of the palace. 

Thel poor Dalhuc, driven from his father s 
-houfe, had arrived, in the moft difconfolate con- 
Aditian;at the houfe of histncle Caffanak;,whó was 
*ene"of the moft honef and induftrious men in 

Bagdad z 
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Bagdad; but his family was too large for hisbe« 
ing himfelf of all the fervice to his nephew that. 
he could have wifhed. : Enraged:at the autrage 
Dalhuc had fuffered, he determined to.requeft: 
one'of his friends, a geomancer, to.affift bim;,and: 
perfuaded him to efpoufe his quarrel very warm=. 
ly. << What vengeance would you wifh to take on 


your nephew's ftep-nother ?”. afked the learned 


man. D DDUT DHA „E5Mt 


I wiłh toshumble this arrogant: woman, TE 
plied Caflanak, to tear from her the:money of 


which fhe' has deprived' Dałhuc, and to łay dt > 


out in eftablifhing my nephew. "This young 
| man had been promifed to the only daughter of 
a wealthy barber. He was really attached to 
her, and believed the flame was „mutual.| (But 
Narilha has produced a changein his father's in= 
tentions; and this young lady is at prefent de- 
figned for Badur. I fhoułd wifh, faid "Cafla- 
nak, to fhow her to her hufband' in her true 
character: boog- zmot Gl ToQ. T51 267 fw 
01 fhall anfwer for the:complete fuccefsof' your 
wilheś, 'replied: the i: geomancer, ! provided ' you 
will take upon qou the execution: of: the płan I 
am to lay down. Go.immódiately; and, in the 
neighbourhood of the palace, hire a fhop, the 
„moft comsnodious 'you : can find:for the. difplay 
„ef fruit «ud, when tbe bargain fhall 'be made, 

nan sdózrkabot bas fHiożmod fjom 2d: torętucm 
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return hither, and you fhall find your bufinefs 
prepared. 

Caffanak, delighted with the opportunity of 
avenging himfelf on Narilha, yielded the moft 
ready obedience ; he hired a fhop, gave an ear- 


neft, and returned. << You have been very expe- . 


ditious, » faid the geomancer ; « nor have I been 
quite idle; and I now put it in your power to fuc- 
ceed in all your -defigns. Here, in the firft place, i is 
an Armenian robe, and a fharp pointed cap; 
take alfo this paper ; it contains a full detai| of in- 
fiructions refpećting the operations you-muft car- 
ry forwards to-morrow morning. Study well the 
words which you muft pronounce aloud; and, 
whatever miracle you may need, command it 
confidently. |I have armed you well, and will 
aid your intentions to the very utmoft of my. 
power. 'I'o-morrow, as foon as you fhall have 
left your houfe, let your nephew repair to the 
fhop which you have hired ; but let him take 
care not to appear furprifed at what he fhall fee 
there, left he fhoułd attraćt the attention of 

the curious, whom he muft carefully fhun. 
Caflanak returned home, fhut himfelf up in 
his clofet, and, in tke filence of retirement, ftu- 
died the part he was to act. He impatiently 
waited the return of morning; and, as foon as it 
appeared, he equipped himfelf in the magical 
=» and fharp pointed cap; and, after having 
_fent 
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fent Dalhuk to his ftation, went 'himfelf to Nać 
rilha”s houfe. He entered her fhop, and found ** 
the fruits difplayed i im it with great | fill. "Upon 
his remarking, with fomć. degreć SE furprife, 
that” z were extrerhely * "beautiful, 46 Taite 
them,” faid the fruit-woman ; * rhey are in- 
decd pretty to the eye, but theyare much better 
to the tafte.”' Cafanak was eafily' perfuaded;” 
and in reality fouńd that fhe Was right.  F 
was'MHying my account, madam, with being o< 
bliged to traveł to Damas in fearch of fruit 3 
if we can manage it fo, as that I can be accom- 
modated here, I fhall certainly fpare myfelf the 
fatigue of the jóurney.—Not that I mean to re- 
commćend my fruit, Sir, replied Narilha, but 
in reality the caliph's gardens produce nothing 
half fo favoury ; indeed all that you fee is part- 
ly deftined for his table, and thofe of his houfe;: 
but, to oblige fuch a mań as you, I will take a- 
way fome part of theńh.—Madam, I an flattered 
with your politenefs, and am ćertdin you will 
have no caufe to repent of the kindnefs you 
have fhown me.—But, in reality thefe fruits are 
fit for angels: Give mie two „of thefe pomegra- 
nates, and tell me the price of them. Narilha 
was very much furpifed, that, after being fo la- 
vifh in her praifes, he wanted only pomegra- 
nateś, and determined tó revenge herfelf upon ' 
him, by afking ah exorbitant priće for' them. 

k The 


322 ARABIAN TALES. 


The Armenian paid it immediately, and added, 
«_]f your fruit is relifhed,"I hope to conclude a 
more important bargain with you.” Saying this; 
he pląced himfelf in the middle of the fhop, and 
throwing the pomegranates with alł his force into 
the air, they immediately difappeared ; which. 
drew an exclamatión of furprife from Narilha 
and her fon. 'The'pretended Armenian then 
drew from his pocket a fmałl filver tube, im 
which he feerned to articułate. a few words in'a 
very low tone. A moment after, he applied te 
_ his car 2 horn of the fame metał,.pretending to 
lften to: fomething that was faid to him; then 
fhutting" up' his * inftruments, "and afltming. 
an air of fatisfaćtion, ' << Madam,” faid he, **'a 
triał of your fruit has been nade, and it has been. 
found delicious ;'I have received orders 'to car= 
_ry off immediately alł that: remains. * The la- 
bour will not be tedious, for people have been 
fent to afift me : There is my purfe; take as 
much money as you think proper for the pay= 
ment of your fruit. "The fight of the: gold'a- 
wakened the covetóufnefs and 'avarice of „Naril- 
ka; fhe could have taken'the whole purfe very. 
willingly, but limited herfelf to thirty feguins, for' 
the payment of what was really: worth five or' 
fx. 
5The Armenian was f0'far from being AEC. 
fed with this, that he did not even pay any. 
i attention 
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sttention to it ; but immediately took poflefiioń 
of his frmit, and threw a melon with the right, 
and'an apple with the left, till, in a fhort time; 
zlł the fruit in. the fhop was in motion, and, 
flyińg off as if it had had wings, entirely difap< 
peared. Badur and Narilha "looked very 'ear- 
neftly at this ftrange removal of their fruit.— 
« How, ;whither, and by whóm have you dife 
patched all this fruit !* faid fhe to the Arme- 
nian.-=< Madam,”'replied he, <* I am the chief 
caterer for the -ftars, in «which it is conftantiy 
either too hot, or too cold, too moift, or:too 
dry, fo that nothing comes to perfećt maturity. 
Ł defcended upon the earth, with a view to get 
provifions for them, and will: frankły confefs, 
that, in confequence ofthe great fame of thefruits 
at Damas;I was on my wayto that city, when Iac- 
cidentally pafed before your fhop: "The appear- 
ance of your fruits attraćted my attention ; their 
flavour increafed my furprife; and their tafte 
completed my delight. ; I fent two of them for 
a trial, and immediately received an order: to 
. bring away the whole. , If to-morrow, and the 
day following, you are as well provided, you 
will be able te fell every thing in your fhop; 
and you will become the fruit«-woman of the 

fkies.” 
Narilha rubbed her eyes; uncertain. whcther 
he. was awake or in a dream, upon hearmg fach 
pólin agreeable 
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„agreeable information. „The foolifh Badur, wich 
his mouth half. Open; -ftared by turns at his. mo» 
cher, at „the , Armenian, . „and. at the ćeiling,— 
« «Theres a very pretty young man, madatm;” faid 
the mifchievous. provider; << he muft be, e- 
brother :. He bears, a great zdokiówa ta you.” 

— No, Śr, he i is my fon,” replied the fruit 
woman What ! „at; 'your age; "have. „you fo 
„big a fon as that ? „that is incredible, -Youmuft 
think of getting him married.” —€ Jam thinka 
ing of dt, Sir: „He is. already ; engaged to the 
figę; of. a rich barber,. oQne.of -Qut friends.” 

barber | a barbez.|: and a'rich barber I 
Fiere are, many wonders, in. heaven, but this. 
excgeds t them; all ; were he not fo filent, the mi= 
racle would be complete: . „Do-you know, ma- 
„dam, that the mere fale. of your fruit. for One 
year. might entitle yau „to ;afk the daughter of. 
ą vizir for your fon ? yet this. fhould" be only 
your lait refource, We. have daughters above: 
to marry, who would, look. .upon 2.connćction 
with you as a real blęffing.—<* How, Sir.1: Do 
„they inarry above i Dk Do. they marry.1- Do 
you. think then. that heaven was peopled 
without marriage ? ? Every thing which. you fee 
fi parkle there has; a. father and mother. - How 
could new ftars be difcovered. every day, unlefs. 
there, were fome, born ?. „/Whence' -hath. the 
milky way its name, but. becauńe it. is the hra- 

: bitation 
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bitatión' of murfes. Let inć alone, madam,! I 
have profpećts for your fon. * I wifh to marry 
him to the youngeft, moft frefh, and moft brii 
liant of our beauties.”—« Ah F who is fhe ; PP 
«»=She'is the Star of the Mornińg.—She i: is af 
furedly brilliant : She is alfo frefh; for fhe ne- 
ver travels but in the night ; but, ; as tó 'her be- 
ing young, Sir, that 'is imipoffible, for I have 
Known her €ver fince I have beech in the worid, 
and the'very firit time I obferved her fhe*was 
fully rodnd.”—« She whom you knew, madam, 
went off fome years ago ; but you women of 
the earth fuffer thie ftars to ly off without ever 
alkmg whether they go;' it is alfo true that there 
are fomany: 6f them thar' ond doćs not give 
themfelves any trouble about fuch'as are wanting. 
—But, feriotrflyfpeaking, would you wifh yourfon 
tobecomethe hufband of themoft beautiful of the 
ftars."—Ah! Sir,if thatcouldy pofiiblybebroughe 
about, I fhould be delighted with it. Would he 
likewife fhine in the Grmament ?”—« I fhall an- 
fwer for his not being a dark body there ; but 
regularly every dźy' his miftrefs comes near 
the earth, and, if the affzir pleafes you, we will 
feć if it is poflible to fettle it. Shut the door 
of your fhop, and caufe'a pail full of water to 
be.brought into the middle of the ftorc-houfe.” 
"The.directions of the AGiREDIAKA" were follow- 
"aa k. Susosqpi gi ru ed, 
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ęd, and the pail brought to the place appoint= 
ed. << Come near, young man,” faid he to 
Badur, ** look at' yourfelf in this water, you 
will find yourfelf very pretty init. „Endeavour 
to affume a" pleafed air, that your countenance 
may be rendered more. agreeable.—Good ! This 
- is perfećtly charming——— Vou may now. with- 
draw.” As foon as Badur had quitted his po- 
fition, the Armenian took up the pail, and 
threw its contents into the air, without onc drop 
falling back: into the room. :* What are you 
doing, Sir?” faid Narilha, uneafy at firft at an €- 
vent which threatened to deluge her ftore-houfe, 
and then extremely furprifed at feeing the whole 
water in the pail. entirely difappear. -** 1 am 
fending;” faid he, «% your fon's'.pićture to the 
toft beautiful of. the ftars. Let us fit down, 
 fhall learn' in a moment what effect it. bas 
upon her.” "" | 
| During this interval, the Armenian introdu- 
ced fome indiferent converfation ; then ałl:at 
once he arofes placed. himfelf in the middle:of 
the room, applied his tube :ta his” mouth, and 
his horn to his ear, and, affuning a contented 
air," © Your fon, madam, is infinitely agreeabłe ! 
He is deftined to: a very high fortune ; but he 
'muft yield to my fancy, 4s I know the tafte of our 
ładies. _Badur hasa ruddy and animated 'com- 
i | _ plexion, 
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plexion, the beauty of which heanuft not dif- 
guife under that tufted beard, which reaches 
almoft to his eye-brows ;'and the lively andpierc- 
inglooksof hiseyeswould be much morechatming 
were they not concealed by his long eye-brows. 
Theft muft be cut away; and the fize of his beard 
diminifhed. T.et him be fhaven to the bottom of 
the under lip; and, with this precaution, I pro 
mife him infallible fuccefs m his amours. - 'To- 
mórrow inorning, however, I fhall be more cer- 
tain than-I am at prefent ; in the mean time, I 
wifh your fon to difplay a little gallantry with 
his miftrefs : Hie muft, therefore, . bć provided 
with a nofe-gay, compofed of, the moft beauti- 
ful flowers ;'ańd you, madam, take care to have 
your fhóp as well ftored tomorfow as it was tó- 
day; here are pledges for the fale whichł promife 
you. The only thing 1 exact of you is fccrecy con- 
cerning the trade we arein future to carry On to- 
gether; forthefmalleftindifcretionmightrharyour 
fortune. . "The ftars have already too much inter- 
€ourfe with men, who call upon their jnterference. 
in all their petty concerns. "This is extremely dif- 
agreecable to the heavenly bodies. You fee, 
Madam, thatł fpeak frankly to ypu. Farewell; 
fome bufinefs calls me hence ;: tomorrow I fhall 
be here rery early.” .Upon this Caflanak made 
a "m and witlidrew. / nh 
po Ee 2 k 
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| IT fhould think myfelf.in a dream, faid Na 
rilha to:.her fon, did I*not hold 'in my hand 
thefe thirty ftquins, which appear to me to be 


of fuffcjentoweight,'aqd tó be good gold.—. 


«6 dylother;* faid- Badut, «why muft I go im- 
amediąteły to. have 'myfelf fhaved ? -— Why fo 
fuddenly ! "The: ftarsy I believe, do not fee any 
thing” during the day ; and it will be much bet- 
„ter that you be frefh fhaved to-mórfow mórn- 
Angi But, in trath, added Narrilha, I am 
not recóvćred from Our adventure; and it muft 
be acknowledged this Armenian mit be a Yery 
'honeft man; for, with the farne addrefs with 
which he carried off our” fruits, he might huve 
difpenfed with paying for them fo cheerfully, 
and at'fo;high'a prices As for you, friend, 
inftead.of going tóbave yourfelf- fhaven, you 
ought to go in. fearch of fome bafkets of good 
fruit, in order to deck our fhop, that the ca- 
liph's provider may not go away from us emp- 
tyshanded ; for great profits never onght to 
make. us defpife fmall ones.” * Juft as fhe was 
faying this; the caterer entered. ' 
_1e<ć How now” faid he, © I wanted all yóur 
fruit today, and I fee none!”——« Have -pa- 
tience a moment, Sir, our affes are not yet ar- 
rived ; Badur is gone to' meet them; and, if 
you, Sir, have 'not” time to - ftay, you may Te- 
tiirn to the palace,” whicher all that fou need 
fhall 


o 
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fhall be fent.. "The. provider: replied, that he 
did not wifh the goods to be fent to him ;. that: 
he wifhed to choofe them himfelf ; and' conłd 
by no means depend upon the flow return of 
her affes. When he had faid this, he turned 
his back: and departed.* Narilha, piqued with 
the fharpnefs of this fpeech, thought her vani- 
ty too much humbled ; and it appeared to her 
very extraordinary, and very improper, that 
the fruit-woman of the ftars fhould. be treated 
with fo little ceremony. << You fee;” faid fhe, 
« how the flaves of great peóple forget tbem-- 
felves; Ah! when we fhall. have made our 
fortune, I will convince thefe creatures of their: 
infignificance.” 

+ Other providers made. their: appearance 
« What |”; faid they,. one after another, 'onć_ 
finds nothing now in your fhop? When people 
give up trade, they generally give intimation of 
it.”— No, replied fhe, I have nothing, here ;. 
and fuch rude fellows. as you never will find 
any thing in -my fhop.. You feem: as if you 
fpoke to perfons whom you fapported by your 
charity.*—* Adluredly,”. faid they as they went 
out, ** you are not in the way of making, a NR 
tune.” : 

r As the fruit which had been aka of pni 
Narilhas.. ;fhop had arranged itfelf in. that of 
Dalhuc's fon, theproviders found init wherewith: 

Be 3 tQ: 
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to recompence their unfuccefsful application at 
the fruit-woman's houfe.  Caflanak, after ha- 
ing „łaid .afide his Armenian habit; had come 
to-prefide over: his mephew's firft attempt in 
trade ; in fhort; every thing in his fhop was 
carried: off at any price ; the multitude of pur- 
chafers had decided the value of the goods. 

+ Ewery body was furprifed how Dalhuc could 
fo fuddenly furnifh:a fhop with fuch an excel- 
lent-affortment of fruit. © «© Fam indebted far 
this' favour,” 'faid' he, ** to my uncle's kind- 
nefs.”-—« And this, ' doubtlefs,” replied one of 
the providers, <* isswhat hath made your ftep= 
mother mad ; nothing is to be found with her 
but infolence and pride: Keep your trade al.. 
ways -0m 'as good a PNA ańd we wilł deal 
wid nóne but you.” *. OR 

"While : Dalhuc carried on. Mi bufinefs with 
confiderable fuccełś; his ftepmother fhut up her 
fequins very carefully in a corner unknown to 
all the world ; fhe hoped in timie to accumulate 
a treafure which ' would render: her indepen- 
dent of her neighbours. '* 'Take' great carey” 
faid fhe'to Badur, «that you dón't mention ta 
my hufband the handfome bargain we have 
concluded, and thofe which we have in pro- 
fpedt. * He isa man who cannot keep a fecret ; 
he is too much addictted to floth and drunker= 
nefsą she would indulge chimfelf anew in his 
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vices ; and; by gaining much, we fhould be< 
come poorer than ever.  Befides, he has'a cuż 
rious prying turn ; and, if we were to /fpeak to 
him of the man who is:to return: to-morrow; 
he would remain at home. in order:to wait: fot 
him, and all would 'be, difcovered : We need 
him to gather fruits, if we wifh to fell them; 
fo that he muff be advifed to fet out fomewhat 
earlier than ufual.. ” As.for you, you would 'do 
well to.go to the fuburbs, and lay out this fe- 
quin which I give you' in purchafing two loads 
more of fruit; for I feel a happy prefage that 
announces a. confiderable -fale for. to-morrow ; 
befides, you need a nofegay. 

Badur departed, in obedience to his dkiai 
Caffanak had been to wait upon his. friend the 
geomancer, to give him an account of the ope- 
ration of. the day ; and they concerted together 
the plan of next day's proceedings: 

'As foon as day. appeared, . Badur,. furnifhed 
with an: enormous nofegay, -ran'to the houfe of 
the barber, -who was. to have /beęn his father- 
im-law, in.order to have his  beard and his cye- 
brows cut. after the fafhion of the ftars.. He 
fell into the hands of the apprentices, who, af- 
ter -hearing the very extraordinary manner. in 
which the; fimple Badur wifhed to be fhaved, 
afked:him thę reafon of it ;. << What does: it. fig 
nify to you!” fajd he to them; * doas I bid you s 
pl I 
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I muft obey my mother, who wifhes me to be- 
come the mirror of the ftarst” "The young 
people could not fupprefs their laughter; and. 
thei* noife. attraćted the paflengers, who were 
all eager to become acquainted with the mirror 
of the ftars.  -When the fon of Narilha was fa- 
tisfied with the manner in which they had cut 
his beard and eye-brows, he took up his large 
nofegay, 'ańd was preparing to depart. ** Aht 
whither arć you carrying that bunch of flow< 
ers?” faid the young people; * Did not you 
bring jt for our mafter's daughter ? Shoułd not 
you leave it here ?*— No; I am carrying it to. 
my mother.” Has your mother changed her 
trade ?. Is fhe become a feller of flowers ?—% It 
is a prefent we intend to make. —« And to. 
whom, pray £ "This is not the feaft of the Ha- 
raphat, or you have as much there as would 
cover the heifers, which, on that occafion, are- 
offered up in facrifice.”— Fine fdowers for. 
cows truly 1* faid the. impatient Badur ;-** my 
mother knows better. how: to beftow her pre- 
fents.” Saying his, he made his efcape from 

the fhóp. © «s, A 
. A few moments. rę the bór returned. 
ką, and they rełated to -him the fingular 
appearance which Badur had made:  * There 
isy” fays he, * a bad report fpread refpeźting" 
his me for my own part, I think thefe 
people 
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people are bewitched ; my. daughter is not. fuit= - 
ed to him; I will go and give him up his pró- ' 
mife, and wicthdraw mine.” ju! «©: b woo UWogi 
Badar, believing himfelf 48 fine as*the ftar 
he wifhed to conqiier, returned to his mother's - 
fhop, where he found her, freed from her huf-- 
band, proud of the beauty of her fruit, and'ad+ 
miring the beautiful order in which fhe had ar<: 
ranged them. - Nothing was wanting but a pur> 
chafer ; and the. Armenian  appeared.—'* Let 
us make :hafte, madam;” faid he to her, CE 
have fome bufinefs ; for how much will you 
fell all that I fee?”—« Good fruit is fcarce;” 
replied Narilha, << and thefe are moft admi-- 
rably chofen ; there is not a fingle bad 'one a- 
mong them. 'There are' a. fourth more than 
there was -yefterday, and, . „eokieduciy, you 
muft give me forty fequins for. them. —=< That 
is a* large fum,” replied Caflanak; < but -I 
muft fulfil the engagements I came under; and 
tomorrow you. wijl certainly be more reafon= 
able : M the mean fime there are rw forty fe= 
quins.” >4 | 
As foon as the money was told, the purchafer, 
as he had done the day before; took one of each 
fort of fruit, threw it. into.the air, and:it dif- 
appeared.—Invifible hands were waiting the fig- 
nal to feize all that wąs in the fhop;:and in a 
moment it was left empty:; eren the leaves, with 
WSK . which 
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which fhe decked the fruit, were: conveyed to * 
Dalhuc's fhop.-- "This miracle being performed; 
the Armenian directed his attention to the fool. 
ih Badur, who, decked out:.in 2 new. drefs; 
freed from three fourths of his eye-brows, and 
with nothing but a fmall tuft of beard upon the 
point of his chin, was watching the looks of his 
new patron. «This is very «well, friend” faid. 
Caflanak to him; -** yon are: dreffed: to a mira« 
cle ; you are furnifhed:with a nofegay I hope ? 
ml have not failed to fupply myfelf with that, 
replied Badur, fhowing it to him—There are 
a great deal too many flowers there! You muft 
pick out the moft beautiful, the frefheft, and 
the moft odoriferous—W hat you have juft=.now 
taken away is quite fufficient for us; tie them 
together, and give them to me.” "The Arme- 
nian took the nofegay, threw it into the air, and 
it appeared to follow the fame road as the fruit 
had done. Ah! continued he, did you know 
the language of the ftars, I could, by means of 
my tube and horn, procure you a charming 
converfation : But the pronunciation of this lan- 
guage is extremely difficult, on account of its 
having no vowels, and you will one day have 
an excellent mafter, who will teach you it much, 
more eafily than I can do, Til this fhall happen, 
however, and that you may carry on your cóurt- 
fhip, W muńft, if you pleafe; (end toyour znifa 

trefs 
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trefs a more exact and agreeable pifture of 
yourfelf than was taken yefterday. *It was 
overfhadowed by a thick beard,'ańd two bufhy 


- ęye<brows. To-day the beauty.of' your features 
" is unclouded ; caufe dna "e full of water 


to be brought.” 

2 Badur obeyed this order without a moment's 
hefitation ; ' and, as foon as the pail waś in the 
middle of the ftore-houfe, he ftooped down 2s 
near the water: as he poflibły could, in order 
that the features of his cóuntenance might make 
a more lively impreflion ; but two invifible hands; 
łaying hold of his beard, drew down his head 
to the bottom of the water. His whole body 
would have bsen dragged in, had not his hands, 
which were firmly fupported on the brim of the 
pail, 'refifted the effort. The mother fet up a ter- 
rible fhriek, and Badur ftarted up; the Armenian 


| laughed with all his might. << Delightful toy- 


ing P” excłaimed he, < you know not the art of 
our ładies! Your fon was drawn to the bottom 
of the pail that thcy might fnatch a kifs 


_ from him : Does not his countenance, madam; 


appear covered with pearls ?' Da not his lips 


_ feem perfumed with 'amber ? Come; -child, 





faid he: to Badur, ftoop down :again towards 
the place whcre you can meet with nothing but 
carefles; prefent a fmiling .countenance, and a-. 
morous leoks. "As one would wifh at prefent 

to 
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to preferve your likencfs, one muft take care t6 
do nothing: which might difturb its 'expreffion.” 

* Yes, my” fon,” added Narilha, paffing her 
hand before Kis ćountenance, this gentleman is 
in tlre righie; they: have beftowed carefies on you 
which you have not perceived ; and have left 
upoń your lips the perfume of the rofe, and of 


the violet: Come, frieńd, you móft yield to this: 


zÓęziŁŃ of thefe ce'eftial ladies, and appear 
deliróus to płeafe them ;* go, and admire yóur- 
felf in*the water, and Kógkć moft heartily, that 
you may fkow y yoware pleafed. "The weak fool, 
inobedićnce to his'mother, placed himfelf on 
his knecs before the pail, prefented his face tó 
the mirfor: in *which it was to be reptefented, 
and, laughing, 'in exact imitation oł the cry of a 
góat—Very' well! excellently ! exclaimed Cafia- 
nak; go'on;'yott feethey want no longer to 
draw|yóu to the watćr. Laugh fill much louder. 
Independent" of «all thć particular praces you 
difplay, you give a inoft favourable idea of: the 
cheerfulncfs. 6f "your *temper. " Badut, by new 
'burfts of: liughtet; quite undid all he had fet up 
beforeś' the”noife was heard in the ftreet, 
and attracted the Caliph's provider, who knock 
ed very: fmartly at the door. .Narilha opened it, 


"and the provider '€ntered, while her' fon raifed 


himfelf very brifkly, *6/What, madam,” faid 
he, %do you net fell p" now? FHave you 
madę 


8 
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made a fisble-of your honfe ?, There is the was ' 
tering.pail, already in the Ra I have heard, | 
śruie; Could i save fome ofi it. oko riię 
early enough in themorning, replięd Narilha,with 
fome tartnefs ; one who gives. a better price hath 
got before you; and my houfe can oaly h have the 
appearance of ą ftablę when you.are jn it-—Thefe- 
are Very; infolent fpeeches! | replieq the provider 3 
Are you ignorant that I belong to the Caliph'?— 
Are youignorant that my fhop is an open market, 
that I am bound to ferre the. public, and that he 
who comes too late has. himfelf to, blame RE 
Farew. el, madam fruit-feller |. They were in the 
right in calling you a fool ;. never fhall I enter 
your fhop again... Farewe] odka provider ! If 
y9u keep your word, they will havc,been in the 
right to call you, wife.—I am going, madam 
fruit-feller ; ; they fhall hear, of you. jn the pa- 
lace. —Go, mafter. „provider, I will;take care 
they A fhall here. of..you alfo. . 

The provider went out.in arage.. Narilha 
was. in.a paflion likewife ; and „thę; Armenian 
endeavoured to'calm her. <<. Forget this info- 
lent fellow, . madam ; I promife you „you fhall 
no mare. need. to tranfaćt bufinefs wlth him; let 
fon aid: his wadą once more- te thć .pail, 

peVOKGS woą wim Ff en soy cb > amd 
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and he will do well to make lefs nolfe, that hć 
may not attract other” troublefomę people. : Ba- 
dur put 'himflf in 'the pofture: required ;, andy 
aś foóh 4s tie Armenian thought >the portrait 
comiplete, he'fent it' to the ftar of the morning, 
by the fame conveyance which he'had' made 
ufe of for the former ónć. Having afterwardś 
applied his tube and his horn, he thus'fpoke to 
Narilha: <« Your fon is very happy madam ; 
his fortune is to beenvied; but; if he afcends on 
high, he muft be very wife, and muft not a- 
bufe his advantages. "To-morrow, perhaps, I 
hall tell you motć agreeable things; and re- 
- member always to provide me as good fruit aś 
I have got to-day, and in abundance.” - Saying 
this, he departed. -«* Do you underftand Ba- 
dur ? faid Narilha to lićr foh ; you muft go and 
purchafe fruit, fór our garden, large as it is, 
would not fupply us ; bring at the fame time a 
nofegay for your miftrefs, 'to whom I wifh to 
fend it to-morrow, as a prefent from myfelf.” 
Caffinak had gone to his nephew's houfe to 
put off" his róbe and his” cap, and found him . 
deliv ering fruit to the caliph's provider, to thofe 
of the vizir, and of the principal emirs': But, as 
he did not find himfelf any longer neceflary 
thete, he haftened to his friend the geomancer. 
"his is alf" thał remains for you to perform, 


fijd the leamed man fo hini; your nephew's 
fhop 
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fhop is at prefent well frequented ; but we can- 
not afford to purchafe any more fruit from Na+ 
rilha, who felis them greatly above their value : 
There is one 6f the fineft gardens in all the 
the environs ef Bagdad. at prefent expofęd. to 
fale ; you muft go immediately, with the money 
in your hand, ańd conclude a bargain for it. 
Jt will only coft you: five hundred fequins, with 
an old black, flave,, and four. beafts of burden, 
which will perform great exploits for you. You 
will nd there an excellent gafdener, whom iż 
will be proper to keep; and, as your nephew 
will no longer be afiifted by the invifible hands 
who both brought and arranged the fruit, you 
muft provide yourfelf with a flave ; And allthig 
muft be: done immediately. —But wherę fhali I 
get thefe fequins ? replięd Cafanak, fince I aut 
unable to returm you thofe which you have al- 
ready lent me.—Y ou owe me nothing, replied 
the geomancer ; the treafure which is to furnifh 
you with. fix hundred fequins hatb already re- 
imburfed me, I mean that of the ftep-motker, 
She is pofiefled of more than twelve hundred 
pieces of gold, the half of which fhe has fto- 
łen from Dalhuc. fince he; had. the misfortune 
to marry her ; all tbat belongs to your nephew; 
and we muft teach his father the method of 
getting the remainder into his pofieflion. The 
ów which you have given this woman by 

Ffa rzy 
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my Kands wóre fet ftolen' by her, but have 
fince mąde their efcape ; for, no fooner had fhc 
fhuf them: up iń her zepofitory, than they left it, 
in £oifipalty 4 with a |iRanty others, *and placed them- 
feives 1 Im my coffe. If I chofe, hot one of 


them adj remain. in 'her eoncealment ; but £ 


ońly wifh to take from it what Dałhuc ought 
to have given his fon to fettle him i in life. There 
is the e gołd, r my dear Cafanak ; ż go and conclude 
Yór „bargain. To, morrow, for the laft time, 
you muft. return to the fruit«woman : It is ne- 
eefłary to ktep up the illufion with her and her 
fon till you have concluded your _nephew's 
marriage with the barber's daughter ; ; and all 
that may be donę to Morrow, in RE manner A 
fhatl półńtont, ** 7 

"Wkile thefe two friends were taking thcir 
fheafures together, the barbet was taking a ftep 
extremely favóurable to their views. He had 
come to an explanation with Narilha. © What 
fórt'of bekaviotr is this of Badur?” faid he ta 
Hier ; «"he"has_got bimielf fhaved and ćombed 
$n the mołł ridiciios niahner ; Have jou made 
him mad, ór have you €aufed ;hhń to be cir- 
tinicifed ? . He always A a large nofegay 
*6f" flowets, but never leavcs a fingle one of 
them to: my datightćr: *1 fee hini at your feet : 
*hre' pów becótne his fdot ? For”he is o ftupidź 
tBać” poli rhay tura "bi shatever way” goa 
BODZIO Pr. wez; 
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pleafe. , I will not have a madman: for my fon- 
in-law ; and fhould mine, far the want of good 
fenfe, ftand in need of direction, | I expećtżno | wo- 
man will interfere with him „except his own 
wife.” - The barber, uttering. thefe „words, with 
that volubility which is peculiar to people of his 
profeflion, perceived that Narilha reddened, and 
was become furious with anger; he therefore 
thought it a good opportunity for bringing the 
matter to a conclufion. Do you underftand 
me, Madam ? faid he, „advancing two fteps : 
—Do I underftand you : ?, Devil's barber ! in- 
folent Jew ! if you "wifh for fools to govern, 
choofe them on your own model. Keep your 
baftard of a daughter to yourfelf; my fon is 
not for her: You are people with whom we 
would blufh to have any connection whatever.. 
—You will return me my word of promife, re- 
plied the barber, endeavouring to reftrain him- 
felf ; I wil] be much obliged te you, and fhall 
engage it mo more. But it will foon;be two 
years fince your hufband and fon frequentęd my 
fhop without ever having left.a fingle penny. 
I muft at Jeaft have bandfome prefents for my ap- 
prentices. —Ah ! Who has refufed you your wa- 
ges and your handfome prefents? repliedthe fruit 
feler; not a fingle workman in Bagdad can. 
eomplain of us. ... Hold, added fhe, throwing fix 
fequins with great difdain upon the table, fhergi js 
£or the mafter barber and his boys; for one could: 
VR. JE: fcarcely 
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fiarcely pay £00' dęar: to: get rid 6f them; get 
out immediately.: At thefight ofthe gold; the 
barber opened: his::eyeś very wide... This wo 
man: is evidently mad,” faid<he'to himnfelf ; <fhe 
throws her: gold at my head:; sand, fhould „F 
think' of 'Gontradicting her sagam, fhe might: 
throę fomething more deadly at męs Let usbe 
going with it.” | .Saying this, he turned himfelś 
very brifkly, and. haftened out. of the fhop. 

„As the barber «wąs returning home, he met. 
Cafianak; who had jaft takert; pofieffien of the 
garden,- and arranged every thing for fecuring 
the fuccefs of his' nephew's bufinefs ; and, his: 
head being ftill filled with his adventure, he" 
ftopg Caffanak ; « < Hłave you;” fays he, <<any' 
connection with Dalhuć,:your ancient brother=. 
in-law:?7-—None, fince, 'at the. inftigation of:his' 
wicked. wife, he banifhed frora: his; haufe my- 
dear nephew; who really. deferves-the tender af- 
fęction I feel for ' him.>--** Do you know,” 'ad- 
ded the: barber, * that the woman you are" 


dóoocdcdnów akisAlĆ. al KAC zi ax zkóawakićwikói 


fpeaking of is completely mad.*—-I have known: - 


that fen a .cohfiderąble time; indeed fhe never 
wąs wife ; butit is true:that fhe has had a violent 
fit, which has bańifhed from her fhop all the 
cuftomiers whom: fhe had had the addrefs tą 
draw:to.it :, Ihave availed myfelf of this forithe: 
eftablifhment ofomy nephew,-who will focona, I 
hope;::ke sih amore flottifhing: cóńdition. than 
"DI his 


4 
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his father.) At /prefent, he pofiefies that fhogi 
which is in the corner of the fquare, to whiely 
ałl' the cuftomers of Narilha now: repair;o They 
appear delighted with my nephew,'wko'is byfar 
the fineft yóung nian in Bagdad.--But;" if your 
nephew is obliged to purchafe fruits in order tó 
fell them again, he wilł not make much of the 
bufinefs.—-My nephew fells ónly. fruit of his 
own growth.-' He is the: proprietor 'of one Of' 
the beft gardens in our neighbonrhoód ; here 
is the contract of the bargain, and his difcharge. 
'Fhis poor young man is very engaging, and has 
found friends ; every perfon is eager to contri-- 
bute to his little profits ; he wants nothing now. 
but a wife to 'affift him 3 for, alone aś he is at 
prefent, and' his bufmefs inćreafing every day, 
he rieeds. fome'perfon to attend to his affairs; 
-=] once obferved, faid the barber, that he 
had a liking for my daughter ; to'whom'he was 
by mo means difagreeable, and, for my own part, 
I loved him fincerely: Dalhuc wvułd have been 
- very. well. płeafed with this match; but his wife 
woułd' not part'with'a fequin'" "You are'a fa- 
ther; ańd: you. know, as well 25 I, that our'firft 
care is to provide for our' children: I am un* 
der no erigagement ; ybur nephew is'eftablifhed 
in life; and, 'if he wifhes. my dauphter's hand, 
he fhall have it.—-I. accept: it for him, "replied 
Caffinak; holding) out bis hand''to. the barber: 
Pit i To 


e. 
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To morrow, before noon, I will go tą Dalhuc, 
and communicate our intentions to him; and £ 
have fuch information to. give him as_ wilk. 
bring him to agree to all our wifhes: £ will 
then bring him. with me to the „city; we will; 
call on.the cadi, as we pafs, the ceremony fhall: 
be inftantly performed, and the nuptials. cele-- 
brated in the evening. Narilha fhall not hear: 
fit till all is over, and her oppofition ufelefs.. 
"The barber returned home fo full of joy 
that he „could. with dificulty reftrain himfelf. 
The powerful principle of gold had alone deter- 
mined him to marry his daughter to the ftupid 
Radur ; but the hufband now propofed ap- 
peared to poflefs fuperior advantages. He in- 
formed his daughter of it, aud fhe felt no dif- 
fieilty i in deciding in favour of her former lover. 
While they were fettling this marriage, the 
ftrangeft: chimerąs were floating in the heads of. 
Narilha and of her fon. Both of them were 
delighted at having entirely broke off the 
tregty with the barber. . Common people! 
Mere mob | faid the mother —Oh! I am no 
more of this fort, faid Badur ; and I really ex- 
pet they will not now laugh in my face as 
they formerly did. "Then each of them afide 
indulged their own "APR: according to their 
capacity. 
AR! fid Narilha to herfelf, though I did 
| nothing |. 
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nothing but fell every day m my ówn fruit, ańd. 
that of others, at fach a price, I fhould fooa. 
fl my liule coffer ! I ihouid: be „obliged to. 
get a ftrong-box. —But where would T' conceal 
it 2 Wewilł not ftay always in this houfe; and, 
befides, we fhall have more roóm. "When r 
fhall be perceived in Bagdad that my fruit dife 
appears, without any perfon in the town having 
bought it, people muft neceffarily expect fome 
myftery. 1 would do well to ke filent refpec= 
ting my good fortune ; but, in fpite of me, it 
will bę known that I am fruit-feller general to 
the fkies.—It is a moft honourable office! I 
fhalł lodge in a fine palace; and, in place of 
difplaying my fruit under a tent, and before my 
door, I will range them in pyramids betwixt the 
pillars of the perityle of my pałace. Already I 
fee all thefe fine fruits raifed to the roofs.— 
Oh! The beautiful view! "The proud pyra- 
mids | Never were more magnificent ones form= 
ed, of fapphires, of emeralds, of topazes, or of 
rubies ! Certainly the caliph will wifh to enjoy 
this fpectacle ; he willi bring his favourites hi- 
ther; and they wiłl confider themfelves as ex- 
treumely happy iń receiving from my hand the 
śruits which were intended for the itars.—No 
body will be mentioned any where but the fruit- 
feller of heaven: AIl thofe of Damas will be- 
ćome jealous of her ; and thćn'it will be known 
| p that 
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that my fon has married the morning-ftar :— — 
And, as the ftars have an influence on the lot of 
every individual, alł the grandees of the king- 
dom will pay tlteir cóurt to me; perhaps, there 
may even be kings in the crowd ; for, powerfuł 
as they are, they are feldom content with their 
condition.—I will make my own terms with 
them; and, 2s it would be humiliating for me 
to remain the wife of a potter, I will procure 
for him an honourabie office.—He has hardly 
any knowledge ;' but, with a little pride, he 
will make as good a figure as another.-—Ah £ 
in a fhort time, I muft become the wife of an 
- emir.—In my way to the pałace, I fhał! meet 
e provider who forgot the refpećt due ta 
e: I will draw up the curtains 6f my liter, 
hd, with a difdainful look, will punih him 
for his infolence. _ He fhal] know the diftance 
there is betwixt the provider: of a caliph ańd 
the fruit-feller general of the firmament ; for, 
even when I fhall be the wife'of an emir, I wilł 
fill preferve the cuftóm of heaveit ; itis fo plea- 
fant to take the money which falls from it.—As 
to my fon, his wife will affuredly make him a 
prince; perhaps fhe may make him king of fome 
place | He has not much underfłanding ; ; but his 
minifters will have it for him—-Such waś the 
ftrain of Narilha's fancy. «To morrow,” faid 
/Badur, on his part, * I fhall havć myfelf fhavcd 
agalti, 
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_ again, for I am greatly the better, Here am I, 
the lover of a ftar | But love is certainly fome- 
thing very extraordinary ; for I am in love, yet 
I don't feel it ; that muft neceffarily come, how- 
ever.—But how fhajl 1get nearthe object of 
my affećtion ? Will fhe defcend, or muft I 
afcend to her ? I have feen melons go up into the 
air; and, hadthey been large gourds, it would 
have beem alk one!--i will difąppear like a 
gourd. . But, my mother told me that I ought 
to fay fyveet things to the barber's daughter if 
I married her: Now, What fhall I fay to my 
ftar You are very round, very white, and 
very brilliant 1—I believe this will do pretty 
well,—lIn every cafe, I can confult the Arme- 
nian geritleman, who hath fpoken to me of 
ą language without wowels; I will beg. of 
him fto teach me what I ought to fay, and 
to direft my conduct, for he is better acquaint- 
ed than I with the cuftoms of the ftars.” 
Night defcended, while Badur was indulgng 
thefe extravagant ideas; and the heaven was 
befpangled with ftars, every one more brilliant 
than another.— Where, then, is mine ? faid the 
ridicułous lover. The more I fearch, I am the 
lefs able to diftinguifh.—But, fincć they are faid 
ta: be fond of good humour, I am going to 
laugh to them all; and mine will know that, 
when 1 łaugh, I do it to pleafe her. With 

» this, he fet up forced laughs, and was anfwered 
by 


348 ARABIAN TALES. 


by a full chorus of the beafts of burden wliich 
Dalhuc had put into the ftable. Vaftly well, 
Badur! faid bis ftep-father to him; you are 
cheering my poor beafts, who are extremely fa- 
tigued ; it will do them good. « 

„But next day was to unravęl all thefe Alone 
tures. The fruit-feller, better provided than 
ufual, expected with great impatience the provi- 


der of the fkiess At length hs arrived; and © 


fhe fold him the fruit at a higher price, and 
was more genteelły paid for it than on the for- 
mer days. She feemed to triumph before- 
"hand in the riches fhe promifed herfelf, and 
endeavoured to imitate the airs and graces of 
high life: The Armenian perceived this, and 


appeared to be highły amufed with it; but, at 


the fame time, was bufy in difpatching the 
fruit. The foolifh Badur attempted to throw 
fome pomegranates into the air, and, obferving 
that they did not fall back again, began to 
think he had intercourfe with heaven, and 
continued the work till he was all over im a 
fweat; < Courage !: Courage my friend !” faid 
the Armenian to him; « fo fur as I fee, your. 
fervices are becoming more and more agree- 


able. —« Do 'you think fo ?*— « Do I think 


fo! You are, without fufpedting it, the hap- 
pieft of mortałs; and in a fhort time you will 
have a proof of it.”—<'* I fhould be glad to 

know, 
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- know,” faid Badur, «© how that happinefs cat 
be procured ; for it appears to' me” that I could. 
hold my miftrefs in the hollow óf:my hand |” 
« Toa are deceived by'the diftance;” replied 
the Armenian, © fhe is as large 45 you?" 

« But, taking that for granted,” fhe muft be 

all face like the moon.”=-<-No; no: She has 
arms, hands, łegs, and: feet,' as' well as yóu ; 
le is juft as' if you faw'a young beautiful perź 

fon during: the night with a large glow-worńt 
on thć top'of her nofegay:”-—© Ah't I under” 
ftand ; my wife has only to take off her cap to 
be exactly like another woman; ańd I have 
onły to put a glow=wotm on mine, to becomę, 

in my turn, a ftan——* Your 'conjećtuies re- 
fpećting the heavens are as juft as if' yóu had. 
been there.”-—< Ą thought ftrikes me, how: 

ever,” added Badur; < whćn I fhali be in the 
air, how fhalł I wałk there 6 With mich: 
greater eafe than. óir the sarth;” replied the 

Armenian ; <* the "roads thćre are far inos 
beaten :** "Then, turning" * towards „Narilka, 

<<.Well, Madamł! You fee the 'prugrefs "of" 
your: fon : He has learned more in óńć mo=* 
ment than the moft renówned' aftrologers 

who have loft their Sgt in' óbferving the* 
ftars.* 

Although Narilha was not defiitute of ue 
derftanding; fhe *was' neverthelefi very igno="" 
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rant, and endeavoured to render herfelf ftill 
more fo refpećting her: fon. « Deceived by the 
cóhverfation "of" tlie * Armenian,  fhe- allowed 
herfelf to be 'perfuaded that Badur had talked 
very rationally ; sand fłattered herfelf with the 
hopes of feeing his underftanding unfold very: 
rapidly: In her'/ turn, fhe wifhęd to exprefs 
fome curiofity refpećting the inhabitants of hea- 
Yen: <© Are they well drefled, Sir?” faid fhe 
to Caflanak.-—<€ "Their -garments,”. replied he, 
<© refemble the'moit agreeable_ vapours : One 
woułd think they were fprinkled with the pow- 
der of Thamarena, which, added to the de» 
licious and natural odour of their bodies, gives 
a fenfation, when you approach them, which 
1. cannot better"compare .than to that of a 
nofegay compofed of rofes, jonquils, and blof- 
fóns of the orange.” « Oh! how fine for 
me;” faid Badur; © I am fond of flowers to 
diftraGtion, and would always have my nofe at 
a nofegay. - Ah | when fhall.I enjoy thefe de- 
liciouś perfumes ?”=« This. very night if you 
pleafe,” replied the Armenian; * go without 
the city of Bagdad, and. lie down in your fa- 
ther's garden; and towards eleven o'clock your 
miftrefs is to bathe in the beautiful canał which 
is formed by the river along your terrace ; un- 
drefs *yourfelf, fwim after. your charming ftar, 
and carefs: (but: ve; RET and with great dif- 
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cretion) the water in which you fee her; for, 
if you go rudely to work, you may make the 
głow-worm drop, and the lady: will make her 
efcape.  Purfue her to the very end of the ca* 
nal; and, as foon 'as you fhal *have reached 
this, put your foot upon the ground, 'and you 
will find her fpring upon the fand as nimbly as 
yourfelf. As to the reft, my dear Badur, I 
have no farther inftruGtions to give you. It is 
fufficient for «you to know, that, in-order to 
marry her immediately, you have nó need ei- 
ther of a cadi or of witnefies, for the ladies of 
heaven are void of ceremony.”---< So much 
money faved 1” faid Badur; © this wilł be as 
much as I fhall fpend in getting my beard fha- 
ved to<morrów. But who wiłl fhew me my 
ftat amidft all the reft?*—© Your gardener: 
Tell him to fhew yot the morning-ftar in the 
Euphrates, and he will fhow you it immediate- 
ly; for it is not in heaven that he muft feek 
for it. After this, -Caffanak took his leave of 
the mother ańd fon, Pt to return next 
day. 

"When 'he had gone out, Narilha; refłedtinę 
on what fhe had juft heard, appeared: greatly 
aftonifhed at it s but fhe was comforted by the 
gold which fhe held in her hand, ańd the went „ 
to lock itup in her coffer: In. proportion as 
this was: filled, "her head grew: empty, and her 
RO Gg2 reafon 
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reafon vanifhed ; and fhe agreed that her fon 
Thoald profecute his intrigue in the Euphrates. 

Wiile, in this manner, they were occupied 
with the; ridiculous means of advancing their 
fortune, Caffanak had. gone: to. his brother-in- 
law, whom: he found. in the. garden employed 
ia gathering fruit. He found him prejudiced 
againft his fon Il-Dalhuc. But, when he was 
informed of the excellent eftablifhment which 
his. good behaviour had: procured him, when 
he faw the contraćt for the garden he had pur- 
chafed, and his difcharge, he was obliged to 
confefs that he had been deceived refpećting 
his fon by Narilha. „At the fame time, he 
learned that the barber, his ołd friend, had 
broken his engagements with his wife, that he 
was inclined to give his daughter to I-Dalhuc, 
and that they only waited for him to draw up 
the contract ;: He was delighted with this infor- 
mation; and, entrufting to his gardener the 
care of gathering the fruit, he departed imme- 
diately with Caffanak to the cadi's haufe. 

As they walked along, he learned many o- 
ther circumftances. ..Fle was informed that his 
wife. had a. treafure which-fhe concealed from 
bim ; that it was,the produćt of what fhe had 
ftolen from him, and that fhe ftill defrauded 
him every,day.; thatifheshad, in the fpace of 
three days, -fokd fruiż to. an Armenian for more 

than 
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thgn one hundred and fifty fequins ; and that 
fhe had fallen out with alł the providers in 
Bagdad, wlio had fortunately found every thing 
which they wanted in' the fhop. of 1-Dalhue, 
who had drawn all her cuftomers to him, and 
that therefore there was nothing left to the fa- 
miły, Confider, my dear Dalhuc, added his 
brother-in-law; how this woman abufes you? 
confidence !' She conceals every thing from 
you, and opprefies you with łabour, in order 
tó accumulate a treafure which fhe wifhes to 
enjoy alone : I know the place where it is con- 
cealed, and we might eafily make ourfelves ma- 
fters of it. After that, you muft feparate from 
this guilty woman, and divorce her before the 
cadi: You wil find in her ćconcealment four times 
as much mofiey as will fuffice to pay her back 
the dowry you have received ; and, as fhe pre. 
tended to come to you when it was dark, you 
muft alfo. fend her away in darknefs. 

Dalhuc waś at firft rendered furious againft 
Naritha by thefe expłanations; but it required: 
them ałl to -undeceive' him. "They arrived at 
the cadi's houfe; and fróm -thence they went 
to the barber's, where the niarriage: was cele= 
brated with emotions of the paęek joy and un 
alterable happinefs. 

Meanwhile, however, Narilha 'was the vice 
tim of uneafinefs.*: Night had come on ; Ba» 
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dur had gone to the place of mecting; and 
Dalbuc was not, arrived with his fruit. What 
could hava happened to him?. If fruits were 
wanting to-morroów, how could fhe provide for 
the nęecefiities of the ftars? At length, at the 
rery.mament: when the gates of the city were 
to. bę fhut, Dałhuc's gardener arrived with half 
a load of fruit, and reported that his mafter 
had departed at ten in the morning with a man 
who. came, for him. ', What muft -Nariłha do, 
who had not even her fon with her, whom fhe 
might fend through Bagdad, to collećt at leaft: 
what fruit remajned fince the „day before ?. In 
her own opinion, fhe was cxpofed. to the totał 
ruin of her fortune, « Alas! What a. ftorm is. 
about to burft on poor Dalhuc! :« Yes,” faid 
fhe, << at whatever hour he: fhall return, he 
amuft go inftantly and procure fruit; if there 
are none in Bagdad, the gates of which are 
now fhut, I will make him leap over the wałls,, 
rather than want a fingle day's provifion for. the 
ftars.> - Night had, already completed half her 
courfe, ;when, in the. middle: of <this extrava- 
gant woman's agitation, Dalhuc knocked at his 
door, not like a man who dreaded reproaches 
„for his delay, :but, for'the firft time in his life, 
as mafter of his own houfe. -** He is drunk, 
without any doubt! faid Narilhaz but dear 
fhall he +pay for his debauch FP” At the fame 

time 


ARABIAN TALES. "455 


time fhe opened the door, pouring out a tor= 
rent of abufe. << Drunkcn wretch!” faid fbe to 
him, ś*yóu would reduce us to mifery ? "What 
have you been about ? 'Whćnce come Jod i ? Do 
fóu thus abańdon your wife ańd your child 
to indulge in your vices? 1 will compłain to 
the cadi; he fhall do me juftice on fou, you 
infamous debaucheć! Thińk yóu then that I 
wilł allow :you leifure to fleep yourfelf fober 
till once the hop be furnifhed with fruits for " 
to-morrow ? I know not what keeps me from 
breaking your arms and legs.” Dalhuc was 
fomewhat fharpened by wine ; but he had been 
taught his leflon fo perfedtly by Caflanak and 
the barber, that, armed with a large ftick, and 
determined to repel viołence by force, he had 
neverthelefs the prefence of mind not to com- 
mit any. Mad woman ! faid he, fit down, and 
recover your fenfes. We owe to one ańother 
an exaćt account of our conduct. ze here is 
mine. 

. « Yefterday I was in my garden, when my 
good-brother Caffanak came there in fearch of 
me, and to inform me that my friend the bar- 
ber was 'giving his daughter in marriage to I- 
Dalhuc my fon ; and 'that I behoved to come 
immediately for the contraćt and the nuptials. 
AM this is now done, and I have juft left 
oh —©And haft thou the efrontery to tell 


mej” 
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me,” replied Narilha, « that thou haft left my 
bufinefs to marry thy ideot of a fen to the 
daughter of an impertineht: fellow, who yefter- 
day came here, "and infulted both my fon and 
myfelf 7” Softly ; the. barber is'a friend of 
mine, and not more impertinent than another ; 
and, if there be an ideot here, your fon is the 
only perfon I: fhould fufpect of being fuch.”— 
"The coolnefs and fteadinefs of Dalhuc fo much 
aftonifhed Narilha, that, tempted to revenge 
herfelf for ' the infult fhe thought fhe had re- 
ceived, fhe felt a defire to ufe the moft violent 
means ; but fhe had neither weapons not refo= 
łution; her feeble rage was foon converted in-. 
to defpair ; fhe rolled along the ground, wring- 
ing her hands, fet'up dreadful fhrieks, and, at 
laft, melted into'tears, and fwooned away. 
Dałhuc had been prepared for this; every 
thing was indifferent to him, provided the fe- 
quins did not efcape from his. hands, and that 
they enabled him to rid himfelf of a woman 
whom he had found to be falfe. /He did not 
go to: bed, „but waited >quietly the end of the 
crifis. The hours pafled away, and day appear 
ed: Narilha, fomewhat recovered from her 
fwoon, watched the moment of her hufbańd's 
compaflion and weaknefs; in order to take ad- 
wantage of it; but fhe waited for it in vain. 
Dalhuc, feated +2 to her, and his. chin 
leaning 
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leaning upon bis ftick, maintained his tranqui- 
lity. < That man,” faid fhe within* lierfelf; 
« js wery fuddenły changed. Caffanak; and 
the curfed „barber, have: rendered him index- 
ible ' How fhall I avenge myfelf ? How fhall I 
bring back my hufband? «But, rather, how 
fhall I receive the provider of the ftars here; 
with whom I muft fpeak privately. «He only 
could oblige me ; he has fuch powerful friends, 
that he could eafily rid me of fome people who 
with to get rid of me! Let me put on the appear- 
ance of fweetnefs, and endeavour to remove 
my hufband from this place. < fou muft be 
fatigued, my good friend,” faid fhe, with the” 
moft honeyed accents, ** and I am afraid of 
your falling ill; go to bed, if you pleafe. As 
for me, I -muft put the little fruit we have in 
as good order as I can.*— And for whom?” 
faid Dalhuc: <I know that you have nota 
fingle purchafer in Bagdad ; for you have dif- 
gufted all your cuftomers.”——<« 'There is no 
great lofs,” replied fhe; <* I have' fallen into 
the way of filling them to ftrangers, who pay 
handfomely ;” fhewing him, at the fame time; 
five or fix fequins, and fome fmall coin. 
«< There is money for you,” added fhe; <* the 
houfe. hath wanted Hoa and my fruits 
have been fold.” ; 

ułogzą Dalhuc 
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* Dalhuc was not a little furprifed to fee his 
wife fhow this money, 45 it was the firft time fhe 
had ever thought of doing fo, all which fhe 
had received being 'conftantly fappofed to have 
been fpent before hand. * But he was warned 
of this; and perceived at once the fnare and the 
fraud. ' Fle did not take the fequins, but calm- 
ly remained in his feat, looking at Narilha, who, 
forcing herfelf to weep, arranged as well as fhe 
could the ' fruits which 'the gardener had 
brought. «Are not you going to bed, my 
dear, you will do yourfelf ill.— No,” re- 
plied he « I haveno need of reft. —« But, inthat 
cafe,” faid fhe, © inftead of remaining here, yoa 
would do better to go and fearch for an affort- 
ment of fruit for us in fome garden. I expect 
4 cuftómćr whom it is our intereft to furńifh 
with the beft that can be got; I am not at li- 
berty to tell who this is, but, if you do as I 
bid you, I will let you know at your return; — 
6 T'would rather learn it from the cuftomer's 
own mouth, and leave you your, fecret.*— 
« Shocking fellow ?” muttered Mórilha; « he 
will fpoil the whole affair : Why had I no more 
than fix fequins left in my pocket ? He would 
have been lefs obftinate if he had feen thirty' 
or forty. Since you wont,” continued fhe, 
« I mufitake the bafket myfelf, and go in queft 
of fruit/— No; I don't wifh you to go out, 

pow 
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you will be necefłary in afifting. me to receive 
the company who will be here immediately." 
<< Tt is the Armenian whom 'he expects,” cone 
tinued fhe, fpeaking, to herfelf;, « and I will 
not have time to, inform him privatcly of all 
that has happened. But I have a notion 
that thofe invifible hands, which ferve him fo 
well, are able, if he choofes, to free us from. this 
troublefome fellow who wifhes to ruin our for- 
tune-—I am all impatience— Little prevents me 
from feratching out his eyes !-—Let me”—The 
fury of Narilha, for a long time fupprefled, was 
about to become dangerous ; but the fun being 
already confiderably above the horizon, the 
hour of bufinefs was near, when all on a fud- 
den a violent knocking was heard at the door. 
«« Heavens!” faid fhe, « there i is the Armeni- 
an |” and ran haftily to meet him; but Dalhuc 
had got the ftart of her, and opened the door 
himfelf. 

The man who Kadi was dreffed i ina a fa- 
ragi, and was the cad iwho had drawn up the 
contract of marriage betwixt Caffanak's. nephew 
and the barber's .daughter. He was not alone; 
the uncle Caflanak accompanied him, together 
with fome officers of juftice, , « You wifh Dal-- 
huc;* faid thę cadi, as he entered, -<* to divorce 
your wiie?, z Jam come to pią; the reafons of 

it, 
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it, and, fhould I judge them fuficiently ftrong 
to give a. formal divorce to this. „purpofe.” 
„Sir! p replied. Dalhuc, « married this wo+ 
man. that fhe might t take care of my family, and 
afift. me „An my trade, ; Buty by | coming: to my 
houfe, fhe has fpread confufion and, difturbance 


in it, by railing a. noife againft my. fon, whom = 


fhe, has forced, in ą ftate of abfolute makednefs, 
to feck fhelter under another. roof. „1 began to 
fell. fruit, which - promifed. to. be a lucrativc 
trade: „Not. contented, however, with keeping 
back the profit of it, fhe has, by the moft diftin- 
guifhed aćts „of madnefs, banifhed from my 
fiuop all thofe for whom I furnifhed it, prefer= 
ing to them a man dropt from the cłouds.*— 
46 Tes, indeed, fallen from the clouds ! „Hei is 
weli able „to „mount up to, them: again, and: to 
treat you as ą wicked and infolent fellow; and, 
fince I am forced to tell every thing, I will be- 
feech him to, avenge my. caufe ; he will notre» 
fufe ty and. will difcover to all the. world who 
Lej is, ; and who, lam: „6 Do you hear her, Sir? 2 
faid Dalhuc.- —ie Yes” replied the. Cadi ; « her 
head.is abfolutely deranged: In this. point of 
view, I fhall confider „what, fhe has juft faid to 
ferecn her from the rigour. of the laws ;.. and he 
was beginning to, dictate, the fentence—« An! 
at the. inftance of a filly fellow, do „you thus 
treat the fruit-feller general of the. ftars!”. exe 
- <laimed 
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- ćlaimed Narilha, her eyes inflamed with anger: 
«« Ah! would the celeftial provider were here, or 
even my fon? With the protection of the 
powerful ftar of the morning, which he married 
this laft night, I fhould cónvince of their infig- 
nifcance ll thofe who have dared this day to 
treat me with difrefpećt.”— You hear. her, Sir, 
repeated Dalhuc.—Alas! I do hear her, replied 
the Cadi; do whatever you have refolved upon; 
gou are but too well authorifed ; and he dicta- 
tćd the fentence. *« Narilka! proteled by tbe 
«provider ef tbe fars/” faid Dalhuc, <* motkere 
6 jnlaw to tbe morning far, Be gone, I di- 
«€ worce tbee, once, twice,  thkrice.” During 
this time, the bill of divorcement was preparing: 
Dalhuc figned it, and gave it to the divorced 
lady, after caufing a duplicateof it to be written 
out. This was a very prudent precaution, for 
fhe torć the paper into a thoufand pieces. 
« Now,” faid fhe, ** Where is my dowry? 1 
muft have it« You have two hundred fequire 
to find for me, otherwife I infift upon having the 
garden, watered. with the fweat of my brow, ad 
judged tó me.”*—** Now,” faid Dalhuc, * give 
me an account of my fruit, which, for thefe 
three days, you have fold to a ftranger”.— There 
jt is, faid fhe, throwing fix fequins and fome 
fmali coins in his face. Caffanak then fpoke. You 
have not given an eighth' part of the moncy 
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you received.: I myfelf., furnifhed the money, 
and itamounts to an hundred and forty fee 
quins: "The. Armenian of Bagdad, to whom I 
lent them, hath.given me 'his robe and cap in 
fecurity; and here they'are,, At this decjaration 
Narilha became fpeechlefs ; but. the arrival of 
Badur completed her confufion. He came, difż 
figured by torrents of blood running down, and 
concealing more than half his face, his throat 
fwelled, and fuch a fuppreflion of the voice, 
that it was with dificulty he could. be -heard ; 
while he curfed the ftars with all his heart. 
« Ah!” faid he, ** Ifever I am in love with 
them again, may I receive three times as many 
ftrokes of the rod,: as they bave applied to mę. 
this night.”——What has happened you, friend ? 
afked the Cadi. If any perfon has beat you, I 
am ready:to do you juftice.—Sir, |” faid Badur, 
<< punifh the ftars with the baftinado. "There 
is one of them who fhould have been my wife ; 
1 fent her a nofegay, and my picture in a pail of 
water, and fhę made me go to the Euphrates, 
where it wasextreinely gold. | I loft my footing 
more: than twenty. times, marching after. her, 
and was obliged to fwim half a league ; and, 
when I thought fhę was going to.land together 
with me; I had fcarcely fet my foot upon the 
fand, «when I received fome blows with a rod 
from. behind. „T'turned round, but aw nobody: 
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The_ftrokes were repeated: I turned round 
again, but to no purpofe. "The perfons who iń< 
ficted the ftrokes were ałways directly at my 
bick; I therefore filed, and was purfued 'by 
them, ftriking me alk'the way to the-dóor of 
the garden. Ah! I love the gold which comeś 
down from them very well 5 but, he-may court 
their favours who wilł'; aa been in'4 torze 
the whole night.” = * 

« "Fhe pride of -Narilha was PRA morti- 
fed by this relation : She petceived that fhe had 
been played upoń, and now faw herfelf com= 
pletely detected. "The Cadi had ordered feven= 
ty fequins to be told down upon the table, and 
fhe found that was all fhe was to be allowed to 
take biek fór her dowry. < At leaft,” faid fhe, 
« I fhall be peńmitted to carry off my effects ?” 
—sYes, replied the Cadi; one of my: officers 
will aćcompany you, together with Dalhuc and 
Caflanak. When Narilha perceived that it 
was impoffible for her to carry away her little 
concealment, fhe thought of depriving Dalhuc 
of it ; and collected all her effedts, without once 
looking tówards the płace where her gold was 
cońcealed. *« Sir,” faid fhe,” after this, to the 
cadi, <« when I was Dałhucs wife, it was my 
duty to obey him ; but, mow that I am divor- 
ced, I amtreinftated in my rights. He had for- 
bid me to'mention his. having found a treafure: 

Hh 2 in 
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im an vld iron-pot, which is fill to be found in 
the place where it had been butied. This depo+ 
fit belóngs .to. the; commander:of the faithful, 
aqd ny religious principles do not'allów me to 
difiemble the theft: which was intended : - Be fo 
good ds follow me, Sir, and you may caufe it be 
eairied off.”-—*ć The caliph already knowsof this 
treafure, rćplied the cadi, and thinks it. right 
that Dalhuc fhoułd take pofiefiion of it, as what 
wag. in reality ftolen from him.”.- Narilha was 
„reńdered entiveły: frantic by this reply >: In this 
-fituation, fhe: might become extremely dangen- 
0usz ahdz asfhe was preparing to go out, 
«Where are you going ?”. faid thecadiz **you 
have'need of medicines, ;and fhall be conducted 
with. your fon te a place whćre every śbing that 
śs'nęceffary will. be adminiftered to you.” „Upon 
thia, the retinne of the cadi dragged her out of 
„the houfe; together with her fon; and Dalhue 
was left alone with Caffanak, on whom he be- 
ftowęd new expreffions. of his gratitude.. 

*<'This,” faid Cabil-Flafen, as be here ended his 
ftory, +is-all. that Ihave dearned db the. hiftory 
p this. family.” 


THE beautiful Vafumć had never ceafed tó 
fmile during the whole of this recital ; the good! 
Ę Nanć 
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Nanć had, at different times, burft: out inte:vio= 
łent fits of laughter ; the. Schebandad and; Ve- 
fumć's father had appeared: płeafed:;; :and'the ri- 
vals:of him: who related;the tale had givęn figna 
of uneafinefs; all waited, tir filence, the approbi- 


tłon of Vafumć, when the :Schebandad thus ad-. 


drefled her: ** My dear daughtet Po faid: he, 
«this ftory appeared "to amufe you. Yes; 
father,” every: body: feemed to be pleafed with 
if; and efpecially my nurfe łaughed heartily:=- 
Much lefs would have miade me laugh, repłied 
Ńanć. > I have liftened attentively, I have re- 
fained a great many circumftances, and am' in 
śgobd hopes that' this ftory: will increafe my 
Mttle” colleśtion': But I doubt I: fhałl not be 
able tó deliver it from my memory in as agtce- 
able a manner as it has entered it. *==Nay, nry 
dear Nanć, on the contrary, 'I' am perfuaded 
hat you wilł do it great juftice in'the'telling ; 
but another is' preparing fór' us, which will 
perhaps make you forget it.—-It muft pofefs a 
great mary excellencies then, faid Nanć : ' Let 
is liften, fór I' atm impatient £o'hear it begun. 
The nurfe was filent; and the *fecońd'Of the 
three coufins, availing himfelf of the attention 
which was paid to him; began his ftory. 
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The Prowefi and Death of Captam Tirancbemont; 


and f bis brave Congo Dobil Fa ofer s Śtory. * 


Cupra 1 TRANCHEMONT;. after: having nisśdć 
led over. a: great. many: countries, and 'a great 
part of the world, found. himfelf in Egypt, im 
thę confines of the mountainous .part of that: 
kingdom : his exceffive voracity could -fcarcely 
be gratified; and the horror with which heinfpir- 
ed every body, removed from him every thińig. 
neceflary | for the fupply of his wants. : 

„As he was one day traverfing a defart, he 
was accidentally. led :into-the cave of a dervife :. 
<« Holy man” faid he to him, ** you fee before 
you. a warrior, who is dying for want of food; 
bave not-you fome hundreds of nuts ta break?” 
-—— 'The rats have exceHento>teeth, replied the 
dervife, without rifing from. his feat; and con= 
'tinuing to meditate on his book ;.they have eat 
ali the nuts which I received from the charity of 
the faithful, and have left me nothing but the: 
fhelis.. "The onły provifion. I have. remaining is 
that bifcuit of -the Nile-which you fee before 
my. door :). And, at the fame time, psinted to 
a ftone fix feet long, and about three feet 
high. o 

„'< Do. you *eat that : ? zeplied Tranchemont + 
Żooks! you arę not delicateiń your taft! el know 
this pafiry, the pyramids of Egypt are built of 


it, 


- 


fp 
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i, and I can €at at your expenęe.. "This morfeł 
would be of hard digeftion, to any „other: sia 
machs than ours; fuffer me to cut a flice of i ię 

At the "fame. time he drew his' fabre, and witła 
one ftroke cut off" a flice as thick as three leaves 
of the: palm-tree joined together. He then 
broke it into fmałll morfels, chewed it. betwixt 
his teeth, and fwallowed it. << What a fabre? 
What arms I! What” teeth'! faid the reclufe to 
himfelf ; my furniture is pretty folid ; yet this 
man could unfurnifh my cave at four meals; I 
muft make a friend of him! Sir! faid he, I ad- 
mire at once the ftrength and dextetity of your 
arm ; and find you pofefs a very extraordinary 
talent. I am defirous to become acquainted 
with-you, and hope you will not judge me une 
werthy of that honour: Adventurers are, in 
general, fufpected ; but, with refpećt to a man 
like you, I ought to have neither fecrets nor 
artifice ; enter with me into the innermoft ap- 
partment of my cave, there I-have in referve fome 
cheefes of goats milk, and fome cakes, which 
L will find a real pleafure in' fharing with you 3 
corne, wt will eat at our NATO = CZE, 

with freedom.” 

«« Moft willingly,” replied Tranchemont, eT 
love people of your way of'life. I have known 
more.than'ene of. then, who'had not fpent all 
their lives in muttering upon bqoks 3 and, with 

cup 
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cup iu hand, I-wil willingły do -penance witls. 
you fór my paft faułts.”— ] have neither cups 
nór gobletś,” fiid the dervife 3” « bufe nothing : 

but a pitchet”—t© And T'would rather excufe the- 
pitchćr than wańt the sóńe.* *% Winet exclaiimed 

the' recłufe z: wine from w dervife 1 "You *make' 
the hair of iny beard: ftand on end'! Confider 

that T have retired to thiś' płace to: lead the life. 
óf a peńitent: I drink nothing but pure water 

mixed with 4 little honey, and'of this sze 
a very agrócable drink.” 

The captain fhook his head; but he muft 
accommodate himfelf | to his fituation. He af- 
fifted his Tańdlord 'in' placing the cheefes and' 
cakes, piled upon one another, óm a table made 
6f a large ftone. Tfiere were provifióńs fuffi 
cient for eight perfons ; yet thć' two gueftś 
found no fupćrfluity. "They were feated on fo- 
phas of the fame materials with the fable, having 
ćach at his fide an ćhorrhouś pitcher ful óf wa- 
ter and hońej ; ; ańd the sŻĄ snyżcjkć 


witkott ćvćń taking” 6 the truft;* * Brother,” 


faid he, © let us drink ?* he then lifted up his" 


pitcher, and drank it off at one draught : * Here 
is your health,” faid he tó Tranchemont, who 
looked at him with aftonifhment. < Doubt- 
lefs;” replied the captain before he drank, © you 
muft have been empty down to the toes ta 

have 
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have been able to drain that pitcher without 


taking time to breathe ; if you had, like me, „a, 
ftomach : paved with ftones, thete would „rum. 
through your. body'ą river im proper. ftyle->—=: 


<« Alas, brother !” faid the deryife, (you.feeme 
juftly punifhed. It is for having drank too much 


that Iam reduced to this penitentiaj life; at. 


i 


prefent I quench my thirft, but never commit. 


any excefs. You have aftonifhed me with cute 
ting and .ftranching. my bifcuit ; I will farprife 


you, in my turn, with the relation of. my hi 


tory. 
« My namejis Pretaboire (t). Had water not 
appeared to me very infpid wheni lived in the 


world, I would have drained the rivers ; and it 


would have bęen wrorg to have given me the 
fea, for the favourinefs pf the liquor would have 
affifted me in drinking it dry. One day, (I 
was then in Georgia, at a man's houfe who had, 
generoufly offered me an afylum), the vintage 


wasfinifhed,and he had fhutup the produćt of his.. 


Unfortunately my bed was placed too near the 
depofit. I was fuddenly awakened by. a flavour 
fo .agreeable, that I could not refift the tempta- 
tion of approaching the vefłels, from which it 
was,exhaled; I ventured to tafte this beverage, 


UE . and 


4 Pretaboire, a name fignificąnt of an inelińaticn to 
W ] 
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and its charm operated fo powerfully upon me, 
that, during the night, I emptied ten arobes © 
which were the whole product of the vintage. 
But they feemed tó me'to be no more than ten 
My landlord arrived in the mean time, and a- 
bufed me for a drunkard, and I, hurt by this 
reproach; put him tó death  Gzieved after-  - 
wards at this fally of pafiion, I afflumed the ha- 
bit óf a dervife, and refolved to drink nothing 
but honey and water. In confequence of” this 
refolution, wandćring from onć retreat fo ano- 
other, feeking always the moft folitary, I have 
„at laft fettled in this abode, where I fpend my 
leifure hours in gathcring medicinal herbs, and 
ftudying the ftars.” 
« My góod faint!” replied Tranchemont, *fince 
from a drunkard you are become an aftrolo- 
ger, I muf ińform you of my quarrel with the 
ftars.  Fwifh for fome little difpute with mine; 
and would be very. gład that you would put me 
within resth of giving it, and one of its com- | 
panions, fome błows with the fat fide of my , | 
fabre, to correct them fot their capr ices refpect- . 
ing me. ” | 
« My name is Tranchemont ; and I was born 
jn the capital of Circaflia. According to the 
ne of an aftegloger, who was one of my fa- 
:, ther's 





+ Arobes, a meafure which contains twenty-five pints. 
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ther's good friends, on the day of my birth, two. 
ftars, loaded with good and bad influences, un- 
dertook a journey ; the leaft of. the two being 
well provided, travelled. foremoft. „Three.wga 
men had been delivered that very day, each of 
a male-child ; they jnhabitęd three of the prin- 
cipał buildings which form the corner of the 
ftreet that leads to the king”s palące: ** Let us 
haften thither,” faid they, <' and drop, in favour. 
of thefe new-born infants, fome of the booty 
with which we are loaded.” As they travelled 
along, the foremoft ftar grazed upon my mo- 
ther's houfe, at the very moment of my birth; 
and this event ftópped it for an inftant.— I 
can go no farther,” faid it; ** my burden has 
become oppreffive to me, I muft drop it here;” 
and. it was directly over me. I cannot tell you 
all that dropped from its hands at that mo- 
ment: It has proved a burden which I fome« 
times carry with great impatience, and by which 
others are often difturbed ; it has rendered me 
the ftrongeft, but the leaft hardy of ałl men ; 
I am doomed to havę nothing, and to live con= 
tinually on plunder; nothing can refift my 
fabre but the fęeblenefs of man alone, fo that 
I never attack him but with my. fifts; and you 


may well judge that I do not want one. Thefe, 
„ my good dervife, were the favours which were 


- fhowered: down on my cradle ; ; the ftar which 
followed 
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followed mine was obliged to drop the inftuć 
ences which were deftińed for me upon a neigh- 
bouring" hotel.”-—<*: And what did it. let fall 
there: pray 77—<<Ą crown: Thusyou fee, and 
without vańity I”can fay, I "was only a door 
from obtaining a throne ;: the aftrologer faid to 
my father, that this happened through fatali- 
'ty; for my part, I fuppofe there was a good 
deal of caprice in its for my brilliant proteśt- 
refs might eafily have carried her favours one 
door''lower. - By ' Mahomet! Do yca : know 
that 4 am enraged at it, my good faint, and 
that F have already: employed many methods in 
order:to belie my nativity. 

««-T have afiembled armies; I heve come 
manded them = welł, ' and 'fotght ftill better $ 
but my foldiers: proved. mere cowąrds : "There 
węre always too many to eat, and nobody to 
fight. One day I entered a city, without per- 
cęiving that I was not followed by my men: I 
cut in pieces every one that oppofed my paffage, 
and purfned' and murdered ali that attempted 
to fly. * Where it was difficult to carry the 
fword, there'I carried the fłatnes, and I pilla- 
ged the whołe city: My army thought me loft; 
and, depending no.more upon 'me, was feized 
with "a" dreadful" panic, "and" took to fight. 
What happened thien ? <As F'had laid wafte the 
cbuntry, had given e to none, and as my 

army 
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army. wąs: difperfed, thotgh 1 was become 2 
king by the vigour of my atm; and the-rutting | 
of my fabre, yet in reality I reigned: over: no= 
* thing How !” faid Pretaboire; < Had you 
extćrminated even the amen Puść By Maho- 
met | I love the women to diftraćtion ;- but 
when they faw me, they cried as if-one had 
fiead them ; they fed: from me, and: threw 
itones at me from the top of the terraces ; they 
excited their hufbands, and let out their dogs 
upon me.” I have had my fhield and buckler 
bent in ten places; and the całf' of my leg car- 
ried off by a.maftiff: I love women, but not 
when they are angry ; for then, old or young, 
ugły or beautiful, I crufh 2s many of them to 
piecesas I can: find ; I fpare nothing that ro- 
fifts me.”*—* Your blood is a-little too hot, 
my. general,” refumed the dervife, * you ought, 
like me, to drink nothing but honey and wa- 
ter,” —<« By Mahomet !”- exclaimed Tranche- 
mont, « your: honey and water increafes, in- 
ftead of  quenching my thirft. My malignant 
ftar would triumph if it bekeld me reduced to 
that : Let us talk of- correćting it;-if it is - pof- 
fible. If HI could afcend on high, -I would 
teach it to be reafonable ; but cannot you, włlio 
are an -aftrologer, by. the help of your ma» 
chines, «place me within reach of: TZ myfelf 
pz R. waz » 

6" VOL. Ii There 
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There _is another way of avenging yourfeli, 
faid. Pretabolre; you may play your ftar nearly 
the fame trick that I played mine. Had it not 
determined that I fhould be a „vagabond and a 
rogue? Had it not. condemned „me to drink 
ska a. hole m the fand ? 2 You fee what I have 
done; I havę retired from the world, I drink 


honey and. water, but fparingly ; k and, in fpite 


of my ftar,. I poflefs fome.worth. But, ąs you 


are a foldier,. you muft follow a different plan, 


dn order to „avoid the inconveniencies which 
teem necefiarily connected with your aćtions, 
you mufł endeavour to bę a general without an 


army ; and to take pofleflion of a ftrong city, . 


which hath neither gates, nor, ditches, nor 
walls; fo as, that the. difliculty, you will meet 
with, in furmounting thefe obftacles, may not 
infpire you with fo much rage as to.make you 
deftroy every thing. 
Stop 'a. moment, my dear faint! faid. Tran- 
chemońt:: .Doygu know. that, „in complying 
with your propofal, I would be expofed to the 
danger of:lofing-=my life? Are you a fool? Or 
<are you fo profound that it is impoflible to un- 
 derftand you.?. What is-a «general without 'an 
army 2 And. whćre are ftrong. places to. be 
found, having: neither ditches:nor walls ? 
 Argeneral without an army !- replied /Preta- 
bole; toemorrow -at the dateft, Captain Tran- 


| chemont' 
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chemont will be fo, who, ltaving neither fol-- 
diers nor baggage, will be able to take the field, 
in order to go and attack the city of Kallacahaba- 
laba, ten leagues diftant from hónce, a place o 
great ftrength, though deftitute of every arti- 
ficial defence.—And what wilł tke army con- 
fift of, which is to rank under my ftandards? 
— Of eight generałs, each of whom, in his 
own way, is able to fhake a kingdom ; and to 
pive you an idea of them, 'I am the feebleft of 
them all. Yet it would have been in my pow- 
er, if I had undertaken the enterprife, to have 
become mafter of Damas. It is a well watered 
city: Welll in eight days there would not 
have been as much water 'łeft as would have 
quenched the thirft of a. hen.—My good der- 
vife, you ate properly named Pretaboire ; and, 
now that I know your: powers, I find you vtry 
moderate: You have a moft prodigious facuł- 
"ty ; you could. eafiły ruin Egypt. "Oh! -replied 
Pretaboire, in order to that, it woułd be ne- 
Tceflary to go and drink the Nile at its fource, 
and that is too long a journey.—And tell me, 
replied Tranchemont, are your companions 
whem you fpoke of as extraordinary as you. H 
am extremely defirous to become acquśinted. 
with them.—You fhall fee them to-morrow, 
fxid the defvife ; they will: lay their proofś be» 
fpre ydu : "They have need of: 'counfel 'to direct. 
Ili2 their. 
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£heir enterprifes, for they have all more ability 
than underftanding ; they want a chief to com- 
mand them with authority, and to give them 

an. „example ; ; and they will find him in you. 
„By Mahomet I exclaimed the Captain, caft- 
iąg his, eyes up to heaven, I am tempted to 
pardon my bitch of a ftar fer. bringing me hi- 
ther, fin ince it has led. me to the command of 
my, equals [-—But, let us fpeak a little concern- 
ing your place of war ; Whohas the command 
ot, iti, What could one do with him ?—lt is 
8 ander „the, yoke of. a ftrange tyrani, 'whofe 
name is Bigfaff: You muft banifh him. One 
tyrant fucceedz another, and thus your ftar will 
be proved falfe; for; except the name, you 
will reign as.well as another, and perhaps bet- 
ter ; pecaułe you know no law but your own 
*wil. —Are you of any religion 2—NO indeed ; I 
was circumcifed however.— That is fuficieńt.— 
My c dęar Pretaboire! you are an accommoda» 
tmg faint ; it' is 'juft fuch as 'thefe that I love: 
But I fhould with to accuftom myfelf to your 
koney and water, that I might get drunk with 
you. ln the a time, before I go to reft, 
I am anxious ta have a more accurate idea of 
the city of Kaflacahabalaba, for I form all my 

lans of attaćk in bed. © 

Kallacahabalaba, replied the dervife, is fitu= 
atecl on a a high deta ached mountain, cyt all round 
with 
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with a pick-ax, to thć height" of fizty feet, in 
fuch a mańner 25 that nothing but 3 a  fnail « can 
afcend it. And how. do the inhabitants „come 
down 2—They da nót come dówn : at all; * they 
defćehd i in bafkets fixed ' to chains of i iron. Thee 
machines are fo fitted, as to let down t to the 
ground an hundred bafkets at ONCE, Containing 
ten men. each, with. their arms and baggage ; s 
his is done very qlickly, and without the lęaft 
GAR TE people of the country, for 
twenty leagues round, are fo much afraid at this 
fhower of armed men, that they haften with 
great eagćrnefs, carrying their tribute to the foot 
of the mountain, and Gill all the bafkets that 
are there.—By my beard! faid the captam, I 
fhall lofe a little of my renown if I don't dif- - 
turb this buńinefs.—But, what kind of a fellow 

is that Bigftaff you mentioned ? Is he a cham- 
pion of a certain firength ?: Would he gallant- 
ły: accept the propofal of meafuring fwords with 
me ?—His ftature is fomewhat gigantic z, Cover-- 
ed with iron from head to foot, he walks as - 
nimbly as if it were with feathers ; befides, he 
never plays but with his club, which is of gild- - 
ed brafs, and weighs feventy-five. pounds; he 
ufes it like a rod of. aloes, and I believe he Gowkl | 
notengageinfinglc combat with any "but fuch aś 

could oppołe to him an arm of equal ftrength. — 
Ah! replied Tranchemont, what pleafure fhouid i 
ki 2 feel . 
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feel to be- dspótóa: to him at an arm's difancet 
I would make 'my blade enter exaćtly:at the bot- 
tom of his nofe, that, before he expired under 
my: ftrókes, I might have the-pleafure of feeing 
him gnafh his teeth. * But' I am born to con- 
quer or'die under the protećtion of my fabre; 
and I leave the ufe of the club to thofe whofe 
profeflion it is to fell cattle.——-Befides, does 
this fellow never come out alone ? Could *one 
not attack him *witheut giving him time to 
take his advantage ?-—He never comes out, re- 
plied the dervife, except when he knows of a- 
„ny one travelling in his dominions. Alas! 
this coft two of our companions their life, Braf- 
defer * and Dentd'acier |, who had gone oh ah 
adventure of hunting upon his territority. "Fhey 
were invincible by any other; but, having made 
'them be furróunded by. his people, while Braf- 
defer, with the ftroke of his, fift had knocked 
down a good many of them, and Dentd'acier 
had made others feel the: aftonifhing firtngth 
of hisjaw, Bigftaff himfelf came tip, and” "knock- 
ed. them both down with his cłub.-—Sdeath ! 
K will revenge them; exclaimed captain Tranche- 
mońt ; your recital makes. my blood boil as if I 
had „juft affaffinated my brother. Let us go to 
kj in węier to spf tke i c with 
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which I. burn: to. be acgsinted. with all your 
people ; for. I know no, other remedy.. - ow [ 
++ Pretaboire yielded to this invitation, and they | 
both ftretched themfelves : on. fome leaves, 'and 
„dkins of beafts, which. werę-at the bottom. of the 
cell, They awaked with the firft. rays of ,the 
morning, and had iffued „from. their cave to 
take a walk, when the dervifę percejved at a 
diftance three people coming towards them « 
Thefe are our people, faid he.—What are their 
names ?—lTheir names are defcriptive of, their 
talents ;. the name of the firft is Quickfight *; 
he could perceive a needle on the ground at the 
diftance of. forty leagues; he is our fpy. . The 
name of the fecond is Aimwell$; he could 
fix an arrow in the heart of an apple ;at the 
fame „diftance. And Cut-thę-airj, the laft, 
coułd go and pick it up in five minutes. But 
they fhall perform in your prefence, and. you 
fhal judge of the advantage which. may be de- 
rived from them. Mean wik: he three per- 
formers arrived. | 
« Rejoice, comrades !*.. faid Bactabolie:; o 
them;: « fortune hath reftored us, in this gallant 
SE” - knight, 
7 Ruichfgli,. in French, Percevue ; and in the „Arabic, 


-Guillarich. 

+ 4imwel/, in French, Trojtwękik, and in the Arabic; 
Nadhertavil. 

t (ut-tbeair, in French FendV'air ; and in the Arabic, 
Karaamek. 
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knight, much more than fhe took from us in 
Brafdefer.ąnd: Dentd'acier.: "This is the formi- 
dable, Captain Tranchemont,; by whofć arm, 
fabre, and head, we fhall be.enabled to revengć 
ourfelv€s on our cruel enenty, and to live in joy 
and peace.on "the carth. ;But you know that. 
we muft dine to-day ;. are you come. without. 
próvifioris ?-—* No,” * replied- Aimwell, << wć 
will do tólerably - well. if 'ybu have" cakeś: 
Strong-back* ' was coming with us, tarrying 
an his fhoułders a calf fix months old; and two: 
tuns of wine under his: arms,: when the fancy. 
ftruck himof entering a-garden to gather a fallad;. 
he walks at a good:pace; dnd will: foon be here 
if he meets with no accident.” When he had fait. 
this, Strong-back arrived with! a fallad hanging. 
at his neck. . They were three enormous cab--, 
hages, which, being tied together by'a cord;y. 
adoórned his body on all fideś. * Notwithftanding. 
his burden, his gait feemmed as ninible as if he had. 
been carrying only a bag of nuts.. He laid his< 
burden on the ground, and was prefented' by 
Pretaboire to "Tranchemont.. «There, my ge-- 
neral,” faid he,'stapping Strong-back on the 
fhóulder, © is our chariot of war.. Sack towns, . 
conquer. armies, plunder; the back which you; 
fee will leave nóthing behind; it WAŻNI not . 
PABE O i£ 3 , bend : 


$ Strongsbach, ia: French, Bondos; and in tle Arabie, 
Bilarmich. 
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bend under the PREZ „the treafures of S6- 
lomon:” =— << Hitherto;*  faid -Tranchemont, 
« thofe who fhould have carried away my plun- 
der would not have bent-łong"under their 
weight. Whenever I<have any booty, I fit down 
in a corner, and eat till nothing remains, - To 
fee me devour whatever I have gotten, one woułd 
think I was perpetualły „purfued by robbers or 
incendiaries ; ; it is my bitch of a ftar that forces 
mg to eat almoft continually, in order to render 
meincapable of fhowing favour to anything; but, 
thanks to you, my dear aftrologer, I muft hope 
that we are in the right.—_—Hold,—I fee there 
a little calf, which weighs good an hundred and 
cighty pounds; and a little of my old ha- 
bit leads me to wifh that we fhould eat it juft 
now. = It was made for this purpofe,” re- 
plied Pretaboire : *« Hola! ho!” faid he, cal- 
ling his people. ** Strong-back, fkin that calf, 
and make a fpit: Quickfight! BRERA 
where is the cook?” 

Quickfight looked round the country, and 
perceiving with the naked eye, what no mortał 
could have diftinguifhed with the beft telefcope, 
«Ah! faid he, « I perceive him; he is not 
far from this, but he is amufing himfelf with 
roafting quails; as they fly over his head, he 
picks their feathers in the air, and eats them. 
<«« Do you fee,” faid Pretaboire, « how this 

| rafcał 
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rafcal is engaged on a review-lay? HE roafts 
quails in the air, that, completely drefled, they 
may drop in fhowers into his mouth !-— And, 
where „is that lązy knave "Toujourfdort *, 
to beat. the drum, and oblige „every one 
to; come at the fignal ?”--—« T perceive him 
alfo;” faid Quickfight ; ; « heis alleep under 
the fhade of a broom; the earth feemś to fhake 
with his fnoring, and I cannot conceive how 
you do not hear him from this place. *—6 PoU 
fee, friendsy” faid Pretabóire, « that we have 
great need of difcipline: And how extremely 
fortunate we are in having accordingly found a 
chief 2—Come, Cut-the-air, fhew us the place 
where the quail-eater and tlie fnorer are; and 
let them come with all hafte.” 

« You fhall fee,” addedPretaboire, «whałkind 
of men thefe two are. The cpók Souffiefeu+ fhall 
give you a fpecimen of what hecando. Fe could 
melt a mine of metals inthe boówels of the 
earth. As for "Toujourfdort, his tałents are 
pretty moderate ; but he has one which is €x- 
tremely ufeful to us. „When we Jet him out ta 
the combat, he fpreads terror all around. By 
ftriking his belly, he makes it ćmit a found like 
that of forty drums. He fets up fuch dreadful 
howlings as could make waljs tumble down. 


Whilę 


„b. Tdwjanr/dort, Sleep-ever, 
% Soufiefeu, Blow-Śreq 
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While he was explaining all this to Tranche- 
mont, Toujourfdort and Soufiłefeu arrived. 
« Drummer,” faid the dervife to the firft, « gó 
and beat the fignal. Soufiiefeu, go pow and 
roaft the calf which Strong-back i is pitting on 
the fpit.” Then turning towards'I: ranchemont: 
« My general,” faid he to him, © it js your 
part now to (how thefe people what you can 
do : There is the calf on the fpit, and the cab- 
bages cut into fbreds; but we have neither any 
thing to collećt the juice of the roaft, nor a 
plate in which to drefs the fallad ; but, cut off 
dexteroufly a whole flice of the bifcuit which 
is before my door, and thereby procure the ne- 
ceffary vefiels for holding our fauce and our 
herbs.” 

The captain eargerly feized this opportunity 
of difplaying his dexterity. He drew his fabre, 

„and, with the firft ftroke, cut off a flice half 
' an inch thick, the whole length of the ftone. 
He then formed init a place to receive the 
juice of the roaft; and the flice which he had 
cut off ferved as a plate for the cabbages. The 
fpedtators, who were no lefs apt to be ftruck 
with admiration, than capable of exciting it, 
paid the ku tribute to the eafe and accuracy of 
the wórk. 

„MR the mean tune, Tranchemont, in his turn, 
felt a great curiofity to fec a calf roafted in a 

place 
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place where he fzw no fire, nor coal, not 
wood to make one. Strong-back aćted as turna 
fpit; and the fpit itfelf refted on two latge 
ftones, placed in the middle of a very green 
płot of grafs. << Come, Soufilefeu,” faid Preu 
taboire, « do your duty: You are fenfible that 
there is no occafion to burn the roaft, we need 
only a gentłe and penetrating fire ; manage the 
matter properly.  Soufiłefeu was a man of 
deeds, amd not of words; and proportioned 
his hot breath fo nicely, that he fcemed not fa 
much to roaft, as to gild the iimmenfe roaft 
which was turned round before him; fo that , 
the juice run down upon the cabbages, which 
he fet a boiłing by fome puffs of fire that he 
fent to them. "The Captzin appeared highly | 
delighted with the talents'of this cook, and. 
fhewed himfelf eager to give farther proofs of 
his own. He obferved, that it was impoffible 
to have a table in the cell of the dervife, on 
account of a rock of granite, fix feet high, and 
of eqial thicknefs, which occupied the whole 
«entre, < Stand back a little,” faid he to the 
people who were around him, * I am going to 
ftrike off, from this little ftone, fome chips 
which might ftart into your eyes; we muft 
have a place to prepare our table.” At tbe 
fame time, he ftruck the rock with his fabre, 
with fo much exaćtnefs, that every piece which 

he 
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he detached from it appeared ą: table of 
marble that needed enly tą be polifhed, << What 
-a terrible arm! what a. Z €x- 
claimed the witnefies. of this cxploit.—- Bro 
„ thersy” faid. Pretaboire to Them, *-it is this 
which muft fhew. us pe głoryand.to 
gain.” 

They cagerly cleared. the -rubbifh śwó the 
place, which was now. fted from this huge 
ftone, as ugły as< it, was incommodious. "The 
moft beautiful of the pieces being artfully join- 
ed together, formed .benches: around-a tabie, 
which; with five or fix. ftrokes of his fabre; 
thę-Captainhad rendered. perfećtly fquare,. and 
had hollowed-.out <bełow to "makesroom for 
their degs; <<. Never did:any companion'of «006 
labours;” faid. Pretaboire, -** perform fo 'ńeatly 
that-work in which he -excelled ! "Foujourfdort 
elapped his. belly in token of admiration 3 and 
his gentle rubbings made the cave' re-echo with 
a-dreadful found. .: Meanwhile the -cover was 
laid ;* Soufllefeu brought: thę*roafts. < Wine1 
wine " -cried Ptetabóire, śbringing with him 2 
bag.of fifty. pounds wcight of :cakes. © Strong; 
back went to. bring the tuns;'but Tranche= 
mont, "who dreaded the dervife's.thirft, thought 
it bis: duty to .remind>him-of chiswowsz * is 
your. penitence ended? ;bołyctnami Pasze. No;” 
replięd ire, SCI mnft drink fome cups 
ŚVoL. II. Kk of 
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of. honey afid water; ; but I referve a poek of 
wine to wałh thy moutł.”ovwolewi 

ę "They fat dow to zab, and'"evety one of 
the did great juftice'tó the feaft...' "There was 
but little cÓRYEHatiON Ę % however, from time to 


time, orie 6f the guefts related an-exploit of , 


his ówn peculiar kind. It was always of the 
marvellous fort. "Fówards the middle of the 
repaft, 'Pretaboire, having: fomewhat blunted 
„the edge of his appetite, cata look around 
him. e Brethren,” faid he; 4*:0ur nurńber is' 
not Complete; Grippenuage* and Groflitout are 
wanting ; ; however, they had the fignał, for 
"Toujourfdort beat the drum fo as: to make it 
be heard at a diftance. As the 'dervife 'was 
making this reflection; the two characters made 
their appearance at the entrance of: the cave. 

—« You deferve,” * id he, «not to have fo 


4 48 a craft to ćat. I refpećt people of a- 


bilities onły when they are regular ins their 
duty; and to-morrow, if $6u fail in the-fervice, 
you fhall anfiver for" it' to 4 móre' able general 
than I Am: 'In tte mean” time, fit down and 
drink. * After dinner, you fhall" be informed 
of moft wonderful things. Vou are in tle 
_ ptefence of a very great mafter, the illuftrious 
Captain Trancheimont. "We have made choite 
'6f him for our pónćrał, and'wć are tó | pafs'ie 


rewjęw before him ; as forme, Tam wę 


IX * propfs 


* Grispenuage, Cątch-<cloud. 


= zzz wok 


ARABIAN "TALES. 387 


proofs of. my abilities, as you fhall,fee ;* Bay- 
ing this, he fwallowed his. pitcher full of winę 
at óne draught. "The :perfons „who-were juft 
<oihe"in, having nothing : to. reply; mmodeftly 
bowęd down, and.dinner was EndEd- -[uj] zad 
u «« Come; brathers;”: faid Pretaboire,, when 
the repaft was finifhed, ws muft .pafs jn re- 
view, and begin, by. making fnre of fome 
difhes for.our fupper.  Quickfight ! Aimwell! 
Cut-the-air! attend!  -- oba 20 
- Quickfight, I want an hundred; pounds.af 
wenifon, in four pieces. Obferye the banks of 
siiftant rivers; feek us fome young deer, goats, 
and an antelopc ; they muft all be tender, and 
£afily di gefted.” The perfonner put himfelf in 
he proper-polition ; at fi': his looks feemed 
to move along the ground near at hańd, and 
then, imperceptibly, his view was extended to 
a great difiance, and fkimmed over the world. 
«s Ah!" exclaimed be, * I have fovnd. what 
yosi.want behind that little hill, . at thę diftance 
of ten leagues;” : * Aimwejl,”,faid the derviie, 
«c prepare your bow.” . Aimwell: fixed a ftake 
before Quickfight, bent his bow, anq fet himfelf 
in a proper pofition fer fhooting. his arrow. 
« At the diftance of ten leagues?” faid he to 
"Quickfight,—** and thirty pacęs... "The arrów 
„ew; Qnickfigbt followed it witb hiseyes, "The 
udecr 5 pierced,” foidzhe. || poicid 
iqc Kka. Come, 
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Ste onie, Cuttheair, put your fhoes ih 4 próż 
pór date, ańd pick up the game.” "The order 
"WAS" inftantly” execiited.” "fPrefaboire " 'repćated 
the'cóbimand thfte | fimićs $' and fń' Half an *hour 
the four pieces "of" venifon_ were: procured, ad 
'brótwght to "Stróng.bick, who” fkinńed - A 
żnd 'puł them 6n the fpit. © UA: 

Pretaboire having examined the fack of 
bread: « How” faid he, « have we. ońly 
thitty pounds weight ; > Quickfight, look óut fer 
_fome frefh bread.” Lee 'Fhiere_isan oven full 6f 
IE 'at Mafier, which (is it quite hot,” replied 
he, «and the baker Ras juft titrned "his back 
to ćlean hiś óven.?”-1<*'There is a ine opportuni. 
ty to pórchafe his bread for nothing : 'Go, Cat- 
the-air, take the bag, śnid” make the bargain.” 
"The 6r dćr was mftantly Obeyed ; and'the bread 
*as ih the cell befóre the baker pórceived it. 
*="You fee, General;”: faid the dervife;« that 
the" butlery iś preity. well' firnifhed. Ah! if 
Strong-back had wings, we might-have winej 
but-wecmuft nót always be dyińg with thirft. 
Cómie;* Grippenmage Tay hold" of that' cłond 
which is  paffi hg, and? force 'it to fhed its cófi- 
tents'on this place ; if there are any hailftones, 
f6 much'the better; fór I love execedifigly tó 
drińk'iće; * "The clónid was pretty high + *Gripr 
płńnage t00k fauehieof (ik from his pocket, 
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was wound down; and the end of it, being fo 
low „as.to be „within ;reach of thę hand, „the 
man then. fixed. himfelf. to. ity, add, the, vapoyr 
fgemed to attrat him. with an, aftonifhing rapi- 
dity. |< Comrades,”. faid Pretaboire, 4 lęt, us 
expofe qur pitchers to the water.which is about 
to fall; and, as we have no change of mantles, 
let us place ourfelves. in the cave... The whole 
troop obeyeds the cloud, defcended; Grippe- 
hnage fqueezed its, fides s and, by the. help, of 

his thread, came down with the fhower., 
+. Tranchemont bekeld with aftonifhment the 
performance of thefe miracles. * You: muft 
agree, General,” faid Pretaboire, « that, under 
your command, one, might : promifę..the moft 
fplendid:fucęefs, with thefe brave fellews.— I 
neręr _faw;”,. faid. "Trancheinont, << an. afięnq= 
blage of talents fo rare, and, fo: well, fuiteqd. to 
one another; we:are fit to undertake, €very 
thing,. I have already revelvęd a. great, many 
plans in my mind.—Stop ; <lp not fpeak.to me 
at prefent,, you would diftraśt my thoughtę.—1 
have forgot 'fomething very.ęflential ; fince,wę 
havę only water ,to quench our;j,thirft;, wę 
fhould at leaft .have fome flagons „of „liquor. 
We have ftill three hours of day ; „Jęt us want 
nęgónz ; Then.the dervife called his peopłe. -. 
«- Quickfight,” faid he,, << and ou. Gur-the> 
air; get us fome flagons of liquor. ; Yoy.kqow 
Kkz that 
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that'they żre gendrally. placed*in the terraffes; 
that the'fun may dart his meridian beams'upon 
thiemn|1:Go "arid omake-an' attack upon them: 
What'eznnot be donć in óne voyage, may be f- 
hifhed in:two. The otder was executed 3 and, 
in m>quadrter'of ań "hour, theSfide-board was 
furnifhed with four" large flagóns of -liquor. 
«e""This. Cutetheair is extremely expert, cun- 
ning, and *expeditious;” 'faid Pretaboire z -* it 
ig «great pity he has not 2 ftronger back, one 
mightderive inconceivable udvatitage from him.” 
"By „Mahomet, fiid Tranchemont, "without 
this lite rnedicine; I fhould have "had a fine 
noife im my belly all night.” But,/my good der- 
vife | Could not we*have"fome figs?=<-I "give 
ou the whole earth tó choofe them from.—I 
take you 'at'your" word; teplied the Captain.--I 
want” the ufineft) figsothat grówin Africa-— 
Come Cat-the-air | You hear what the general 
"wifhes= for. ” Put: a 'bafket ori your arm : Pick 
them*with great care, and return ih half an hour 
„at the' farthefty foriyon may be pe Cut- 

 =thecaję difappęared. ©9 1 10 
'Fhesvenifoń waś*ón' the fpot; Strong-back 
>was *'turhing"'it;" Sóufłefeu -was ' employed "in 
Proafting it, and Totu,ourfdort had gone to fnore 
at fome hundred fteps diftance in' order not to 
waDińwię ahycperfonl ;* ftill, ' however; he was 
theardyq"« Wow havea fnorer there;” faid Tran- 
ucdewndnć, « who is fomewhat difagrecable.*— 
Ę He 
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He muft be allowed reft, replied Pretaboire ; it 
ts in his excellent: habit: of body that his merit 
confifts ; it keeps his belly ftretched ; befides lie 
makes us merry ; -he imitates thectimbrel,: by 
beating on>his cheeks, and. that amufes us: it 
is neteffary to put all their talents-to fome pur- 
pofe.— You are- in the;right : but tell me who 
is that man whom I fee fitting with his arms 
acrofs,? .« 4 knowi'not yet-'what she 'can do: 
That is he who has the charge of our lodgings: 
'When wę take the field, with very fmalł means, 
he makes'a great affair of every thing. His 
name |is' Groflitout. His bufinefs is very fati- 
guing:; but<you: will be a better judge of it 

wher you fee him at work r ula 
;-_The day was fpent in fuch Abe 25 
fthis ; but Cut-the-air had not returned. «Preta- 
„baire'was nneafy. * Hola, Quickfight |” faid 
he, «© feek in the orchards of Africa, and en- 
'dedvour to-difcover Cut-the-air, who has either 
Joft or forgotten himfelf.” - Quickfight;exami- 
ned attentively, „Ah! the iwrętch;”.. faid. hę, 
« he has eaten more figs than he, has gather- 
ed; he is very qear DDamas, and is afleep at the 
fide of his bafket. The Arabians, who ramble 
in the neighbourhood, wilł fieał sit ; they: wił] 
take: his fhoes from him, and we fhall fee him 
no miope.,>'[here is' a, large bird. perched onia 
branch of the tree under which -he repofes ;.żf 
i551 i ,* hiena 
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Airawell would kill the bird, its. fall. might awa 

ken Cut-the-air. —At what diftance is the bird 

you mean Ż ? faid Airawell. —Exactly feventy-fiye 

leagues, „Aipawell then ftuck: 'up bisftake, and 

fieted ke. arrow, „which immediately flew off 

"* Quickfight examined the firoke. «The bird is 

fallen,” faid. he ; « hę fleeper i is awakened, ang, 
is now on his way.” The figs were in the cave 

in ,a moment after. ,*% Łet us, mot „chide our 

purveyor;”, faid "Tranchemont to. Pretaboire," 
« this, accident. has fhown us the ufefulnefs of 
Quickfight and Aimweli—But I fuppofe the 
fupper is ready ; let us put the table in order.” 

m "That muft not be, if you pleafe” replied 
Pretaboire, e til] after our camp fhalł have been 
prepared, and I fhall have caufęd beat the re- 
treat according. to the cuftom of warriors.” ; At | 
the fame time he calied Groffitout, who obeyed 
the order. - 

Have you taken your meafures, and chofen 
your ground? We flecp to-night in the tent ; 
you myft lay us at our. eafe in it+— The ground 
is before you, repiied Groflitout ; ; your lodging 
is in my breaft, and my. lungs muft extend it.— 
By. Mahomet I i -Giclaimed the „general, that i isa 
ftrange riddle,—* It is not a riddle ;” faid the 
deryife, * at; leaft what. yon are going to fee 
will explain it to you, Let, us approach the 
place where the operator is about to perform. 

| Grofli- 
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egg, hang ! to a girdłe with which is brea was 
git. It appeared to: be” fhót FBy oli „fm natł 
ftrings, at the end of which: fomne" final p Pins'o 
fteel feemed to be fixed, * He <opeićd it, śnd 
błowed into it; and fuddenty i it was of RO fizę 
of a melon : He cóńtinued to blow till he could 
put his head info it; he intróduced his head ; 
and waś feeh blówiag with greater force in the 
cap he kad fótmed fór'himfelf. Every inftant | 
it$ fize ineręafed ; ; and, as it defcended to the 
very ground, tlie body of the blower was entire» 
ly fhat up in it. His companions then took up 
the little ftrings of the purfe, which werć now 
become cords, and drew the four fides ; „ the top 
of the ball had taken the fhaps of a tent, which 
was fuppofted by four pikes, which hs always: 
carrried with him in their inarch. / Groflitout 
continued his labour, and the tent inerćafed % 
as commodioufly to lodge twenty people ; ; and 
the pins of iteel, now become pikes of iron, dri-- 
vem' in che ground, made the lodging mofe com= 
pletely firm. - * t" s 
«Hóly prophet ! Glddtiit Pó 
iq raptures; © T have juft now fćen the king, the. 
very gód of mufhrootms; fr is a perfećt miłać* 
cie P—e"Without fattery, geńeral;* faid Pre=' 
taboirć, «© to thofe who havć feen potr aćtiohs" 
rs=A Bigi bredibie, and' bdaffing is exchidz'] 
ed; ż 
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ed: but Groffitout had' exerted his power very 
fparingly; he is capable óf blowing up a tent 
fuficient to lodge all the pilgrims to Mecca, with 
their ćfcórt.”  At'that inftant the loud found of 
a drum was heard at a diftance ;' and, without 
the perfect unity in the ftrokes; one wotld havć 
fuppofed there was fifty. «* What fóuud is that 
I hear?” faid Tranchemont."—-It. is nothing,” 
faid the dervife ; 6 it is onły Toujourfdort ftrok- 
ing his belly to beat a retreat ; he'is a brave fel- 
4ow for founding. ą charge.*-—My good dervife, 
the companions of your penitence are very €xtrą- 
ordinary people.—-Theyare forced like me to live 
in retirement, on account of the bad character 
they have with the public; but, with your afif. 
tance, we fhali be able to get out.of it; and wę 
can dlye from his neft this 'vulture Bigftaff, 
who lets loofe upon us bafkets full of his fowls 
*<overed over with fteel, which Keep our troop 
jm continual: alarm. -' 

Ah! though this fellow had a citadcl fur 
 rotmded with a triple ditch full of water, by 
mixing a little honey in it, you'wouid foon 
drink it up. F would attack the wall with my 
fabre, and, by Mahomet ! you know whether I 
can cut any flices I wóuld intrench myfelf une 
der" thie" fortrefs, before they could think: of 
thrówing" ftoheś at me. I would caufe Strong= 


back throw the rubbi into "the diteh, and I- 


would appear unexpectedly in the place, Tou 
fhou!d 


ma 
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hould then fee how I would fall upon the coat 
of mail. by which ali thefe rafcals are protected, 
This is a plan „truly, worthy. of.yourtelf, : yes 
neral, replied Pretaboire,. but 'the tyrant is 1ę= 
cure from fuch an' attempt—l fwear by,your 
book; venerable dervife, that.1 fhall. devifę 
fome plan from which he'cannot fecure himfelf 
«but let us go to fupper—-It is the beft refolu- 
tion we can at prefent take, faid the dervife, 
fot the roaft would have been cold if zowiiicżae 
had nót kept it warm. 

"Fhe little army were all feated. roteaj - well 
furnifhed table, lighted by a lamp with three 
branches, and converfing about theirfuture plans. 
4 Comrades !” faid Tranchemont, * you may 
depend upon my utmoft exertions to merit. your 
approbation; but, 4s you have made me your 
commander, I warń you that our march fhall 
be regular and very expeditious—I have only 
drunk one draught of water, and it has made 
me fick=—Tosmorrow; by funrifę, I will go 
through the review; I will give my orders; and, 
the camp being ftruck during the review, I will 
jmmediately begin the march.—Let us drink 
one draught of fiquor and go to bed, thinking 
on the vićtóry which awaits us.— Were my ftor 
mach holłow like a well, I will fleep upon tkefe 
fints,-aSiif I were ftretched on a bed of rofes, 


met us finifh what remains, as,we are to. fet 
ł „but 
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eut to-morrów with a great projećtin our headst 
We muft begin with ftarving the rats in this 
place, by leaving them not even'a cruft to gnaw 
„let us_conciude the barquet ; let. all the 
troop follow «me; and. go to. the camps It is 


proper that we fhould fleep in the tent-—Come; 


« Quick-fight, do you fee any thing by night? 29 


* As wclł as by day, general.”— That's -good 3. 


youwill be on the watch around the camp, and to- 
Morrow; during the march, you fhall enjoy fleep 
upon Strongback's fhoulders---—-Grippenuage, 
draw near; lay hold 'on that clond which you 
fee over our heads, by means of your clew, and 
force it to. refrefh the air by fhedding a flight 
dew-—Tojourfdort will go to fnore around the 


camp within-reach of Quick-fight, that he. 


may be able to give the alarm if any thing ex- 
traordinary fhould happeń.-—Come, friends, let 
_€ach of us take one of thefe fkins to ferve him 
as a pillow ; warriors never renounce the con= 
veniencies of life when they can be obtained.” 


« Q great, valiant, and wife captainł” faid 


Pretaboire, obeying the order, and marching 
before the troop. "When they had filed off, 
Tranchemont entered laft into the tent, and lay 
down in the middle. "The next, each at a re- 
fpeltful diftance from the general, took .the 
plące which PW moft „e for him + 

o stad Dye 


<a add 





ŁRADIAN TALES, 897 


_ the defvife faid his prayers, and they alł qnietly 


-.- As foon as. the morning ftar' appeared above 
the horizon, Quickfight awaked 'Toujourfdort, 
who, yawning, ftruck his belly, and the found 
of the blow re-cchoed through the neighbour=. 
ing caverns. Tranchemont was „inftantly on 
foot; and awaked his people... «« Come, mycom= .- 
rades;” faid he, « let the day find us in arms: 
Groflitout, lift the camp.” Atthis command 
very body left the tent; Grofitout alone. TE» 
mainęd in it to labour, while the ftakes were 
taking -away.; and, before fun-rife, the tent 
was folded up, and fixed to the girdle of the 
perfon whofe bufinefs it was to carry it. 

They were all affembled for the grand review; 
and Pretaboire was in the rear of the batfalion. 
Brother ?_ faid Tranchemont, you are not in 
jour proper placć; as you'are our counfellor, 
you fhould have been in the centre ; but the 
art of war has undergone fome little change; 
you are placed in the rear; and freqnently, 
when the van has begun the. engagerment, your 
directions come too late. In this cafe, however, 
as the ranks are tot very thick, there is nothing 
to prevent your. coming to me in the' time of” 
need. Isyour book in good condition? - Is. there 
no. leaf swanting ?-—-By Mahomet! I have not 
the whole of them ; but it is all one; I can ea-- 
fily fupply the defect. 

Vo. IL. Lt Com; 
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Comrade Quickfight, your eyes are fomewhat 
red; bathe them in frefh water. You fhould ' 
guard againft defuxions.-—Are the bow żud ar- 
rows | of; ,Aimwelł: in proper cafe ł—lhere is 
nothing wanting, general.—I am cager to be able 
to prove your dexterity, that I may fend you a 
meflage, directly in the view of the enemy.— 
Show us your clue,. Grippenuage. dt. is pretty 
round, and the filk well fpun! It is much finer 
than a cobweb. . But, my dear companion | if 

you wbuld liften to the advice of an old foldier 
"like me, you ihould foon know, that a talent, 
fo precious as yours, ought not to be confined 
to refrefhing the air, and wafhing difhes.— 
Souffiefeu ! I cannot fee the fire you have in 
your ftomach, but I fuppofe it is the depofitory 
of fulphur and pitch, fufficient for the cam- 
paign. As we are about to fałl upon the kit- 
cheń of another, we fhall have no need of 
your's for our food ; but I fhall give it you in 
charge to roaft every head which might give us 
any trouble.—Cut-the-air | Your fhoes.feem to 
be in good:cafe ; but diftruft your tafte for figs; 
you ran a great rifk of lofing your ftockings and 
fhoesz and, in returning fron fuch a diltance, 
you might have caught a very bad cold.——Grof- 
fitout ! you bave put:'up the tent; but, let as 
_„examine if, the pegs are at it, if the cords are 

orta gh ć : T 3 good 


u 


ARABIAN TALES 35% 


good, and if the ituff has not given way.-—No, 
every thingis right. Tellme, Were yautobłow in- 
to a melon, could you make it as łarge as a gourd? 
No, general.—-It hasbeen faid with trutb, that no 
talent isjmniverfal !-—Come forward „Strorng-baek! 
you muit get ftraps of leather to manage your 
burden. "There is a back on which, were it łeveł, 
one might build a pyramid !—Do yon pair your 
nails ? "That is anerror. WYot know welł, that, 
to lay Kold of arty thing, the hand can never be 
fufficiently ćxtended.- Here Toujourfdort! vońr 
drum is well ftretched ; but you muft not moi- 
ften it' too much within with hot liquor, that 
might dry its fkin.—By the way, łet me hear 
$ome moderate founds of your trumpet.  Tou- 
jourfdort obcyed, by emitting fome half-notes in 
a grave tone; but they were fufficient to caft 
dilmay and terror over the whole troop. Cute 
the-air would have fied to the diftance of an 
hundred leagues, if his legs had not failed him; 
Strong-back felt his knees bend under him; 
Quickiight became perfećtly blind; Aimwejll 
dropped his bow and arrows ;* Grippemuage 
looked for a cloud to take refuge in z Groffitont 
loft his breathing ; and Soufefeu felt himfelf 
chilled. <* By Mahomet!" faid Tranchemont, 
« taking Pretaboire by the hand, who had the 
kickup, there's a fine pipe! I am not a faint- 

ł LI2 hearted 
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hearted chicken, and yet I am trembling like a 
leaf. Comrade Toujourfdort! you are poffef- 
ed f a Very fuperior talent, but, if you pleafe, 
we will oriły employ it on defperate oćcafions. 
Take your place again ; and you, my friends, 
who have acknowledged me as your general, 
iifteń, while I explain the plan of the battle in 
which we are abóut to engage. 
*- Our great objećt is to get pofleflion of Kalla- 
cahabalaba; and to deftroy Bigftaf. He has 
tod much prudence to expofe himfelf; he wilł 
6ppofe us with his mob, which we will over- 
come; but this will by no means be decifive, 
He muft be forced by famine to capitulate ; let 
"us lay wafte the country which furnifhes him 
with food; and let us reduce him to the ne- 
ceflity of eating the rock for fubfiftence! You 
have all the elements under your power; you 
can burn, deluge, carry off, maflacre, and de- 
ftroy; ańid therefore you can convert this coun- 
try into a defart in a very fhort time. "A mo- 
derate war might have the moft ruinous con- 
fequenceś ; whereaś, if we infpire terror, three 
fourths of the people will endcavour to make 
their :efcape by flight. AN that we have to do, 
is to. find out in what place we are to begin 
"to plunder.”* 
= Quickfight P* faid the general to this ad. 
mirable ipy, << m towards the four cardinal 
points. 
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points, We want fome cafy bufinefs, which is 
almoft at our hand. What do you. obferve in 
the weft 2” — « At. the. diftance. of. twenty 
leagues, general,.I percęive a caravan;;travej= 
ling towards us.”*—' Although,” faid /Tranchę- 
mont, ** we could reach them, by funfet, yęt 
we would arrive both. fatigued and hungry; 
and, by płundering it, we fhould da no imjury 
to Bigftaff; thats not what we want: Łook 
toward the.eaft. , © I obferve there, general, a 
śertile meadow, on which there are a great 
many cattle, and fome fhepherds.” <« That 
objećt may deferve our attention afterwards ; 
but there is no food ready there; and, as we 
fet out fafting, we have need to find fomething 
perfectly prepared for our dinner.”„—« Ah TF” 
faid Quickfight, <«* there's fomething toward 
the fouth, ready drefied! I fee .preparation9 
making for a confiderable marriage.”——* That 
will do our bufinefs indeed: At how many 
łeagues diftance ?*”-— «© At ten.” ——l]s it in a 
town ?”-— Yes, and a pretty populous one? 
— 50 much the better; we fhall have an Of 
portunity of doing the more mifchief and noift. 
„Chefe people fhall not prevent us from per 
formińg our work. Let ws here. fix our plan.” 

Soufflefeu will enter the city with me,.and 
$et fire to: that. part of it which is' over againfk - 
the place, „where the. nuptials fhall be .cela- 
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brated. © 1 will enter the houfe where the feaft: 
15 to be held, and feize the:bride ;' and, fhould 
the bridegroom, the father, or the. relations, be 
tróublefoine, I wilł diftribute among them a few 
$blóws ; and, fhould that not quiet them, "Tou- 
 jourfdórt fhall fpeak a foft word in their ear from 
me ; and Tam 6f:opinion they. willi not make 
* "him "repeat dit. - Sóufflefeu  fhall burn every 
thing except the houfe, where we will dine in 
perfect tranquility. ” As the inhabitants might 
attack is ina body, and throw ftones: at us; I 
order' Grippeńuage to "feat himfelf on the firft 
cloud he fhalł meet, to run after a good many 
more, and, having jóimed them together; to fol- 
łow us with the collected "mafs ; he fhall; then 
pour down a thoufańd cart-loads of hail on the 
'heads'óf the rhałecontentś;: and we fhall take 
care tó refervć fór hi his full fhare of the 
"dinner. « By Mahomct !” -faid Pretaboire, 
« there never was an enterprife-formed with fo 
many wife precautions. 4 Are you pleafed then, 
*dervife ?” faid Trańchemońt ; * indeed I think 
every body | muit be fo. * Conie along ; let us 
march forward. "Toujourfdórt, beat agrecably, as 
we are going to'a marriage.” "The drammer 
dze and the troop advanced in-good order. 
- When they were within two leagues of the 
ry; "Trancheinótit ordered Cut-the-air to exa- 
mine what tis golng on at the feaft, and to 0b- 
ferve 


x 
ARABIAN TALES, 403 


ferve if dinner was-not ferved up too .foon.... Ixt 
three minutes the mefienger returned. , << They 
'are idołaters,” faid he, 6 andjare facrificing, bee 
fore anidol of wood, a beautiful heifer, with gil- 
ded horns, which will be:roafted; in an hour at 
the fartheft.”  « By Mahomet] faid Tranche- 
mont ta Pretaboire,. <<. ought not syou to be 
greatly delighted ? We are going to. lakour ,2- 
gaimft idolatry, and you fhal:have thę charge of 
'0verturning the' idol. /Conjure it with. yQur 
'book; I-recommend it to yon—A marriage 
performed before an idol, and without a cadi! 
At is null and void. I will marry this young 
.perfon after the Mahometan manner, in order to 
bring her back to the right way.” 

« _ During this eonverfation, the march. was not 
anterrupted. They. fill proceeded on their 
road; and at length arrived in the town, direćltly 
before the houfe where the two families were af- 
fembled.  "Tranchemont entered it as if it had 
been his own. <** What,”.faid be, « does any one 
marry here without my knowledgeł. and do 
they fit down to table without me?” „Let any 
one figure to himfelf the aftonifhment of the 
honeft townfinen ; they. looked at.one another 
without fpeaking a word, and trembled as they 
„examined the armed man, who fpoke to.them in 
this manner. * We are „undone ! | they ex- 
clajmed,, it. is Bigftaf, it ds the tyrant hira- 

felt 
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felf.”--« You lie, rafcals! There is no tyrant here 
For whom. da gou take me? Know that I am 
the hyfband of this fair young woman, and that. 
fhe fhall have no other.” Saying this, he took 
hold of her by the arm; the hufband and the 
relations advanced to free her from his hands ; ż 
but, with a fingle blow, and two back ftrokes; 
he ftretched them on the ground. Every one, 
laid hold of a ftick, of a knife, of fome piece of 
furniture, or Of whatever offered itfelf to his 
hand, ią order to fall upon the ravifher ; but, 
all at once, Toujourfdort began to fneeze. This 
was a talent of which Tranchemont was ftill ig- 
norant ; he was fo ftunned with it, that had hę 
been lefs eager for his prey, he would have lct 
go his hold. [In the mean time, men and wo- 
men, and every thing in the houfe, was over- 
turned ; and the houfe itfelf, which was not 
very ftrong, was fhaken with the found. 
_ When Tranchemont had recovered from his 
aftonifhment, he faid to his noify fquire, *« Come 
along ! ! Rid me of all that rabble ; and.whoever 
is too far from the door, throw them out at thę 
window. , Toujourfdort obeycd, and the houfe 
was cleared of all its guefts. "There only re- 
mained the young wife, who, having „fainted 
through terror, would have fallen like the reft, 
had :fhe not been fupported by the vigorow 
captain. _Meanwhile a SP. of fire was heard 
through 
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through the whole tówn, and fhrieks and hów- 
lings werć every where fet up. « Come,” faid 
Tranchemont to Toujouridort, « this i is not a 
time to fnore ; our companions may tofe thefi- 
felves amid this confufion ; you muft' beat. the 
fignal.” "The drummer did fo, the whole tróop 
returned; and the entertainment, prepared for 
the nuptials, was eaten up. 

The new married wife, obliged to remain 
with this company, and endure the brutal ca= 
relies of 'Tranchemont, ceafed not to fhed 
tears. ** What pleafure fhould I have in com= 
forting you, my beautiful girl!” faid the Cap- 
tain to her; © fhed one of thefe pretty tears im 
my cup; it will make the drink delicious.” 
But fhe turned away her head with an air; 
which was expreflive at once of her grief and 
difguft. 

While thefe róbbers were eating, and glut- 
ting themfelves moft immoderately, a fmall de- 
tachment of fifteen men beloriging to the gar- 
rifon of Kallacahabalaba, who ufually went their 
round in the neighbourhood, had Been inform- 
ed of their arrival; their chief had beer de- 
feribed to them ; but thćy did not confider 
Tranchemont as very formidable ; they there- 
-fore furrounded the Koufe wherć he and hig 
. followers were, and prepared to attack him. 
The chief of this detachment entered fuddenly, 
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with his fabre raited over Toujourfdort, whę, 
by fneezing, warded off the ftroke. 'Tranche- 
mont, alarmed at the noife, arofe and put him- 
felf in a pofture of defence. -A blow. of"his fa- 
bre had cleft from head to foot the boldeft of 
them ; with a back firoke he cut in two the 
perfon who followed ; the third had 2 fhoulder 
broken ; the fourth loft the half of his arm; 
the fifth loft his head ; and the fixth loft both 
his legs When the other foldiers of Bigftaf 
beheld this defeat, terror adminiftered wings to 
them; and, that they might fly with the greater 
fpeed, they tbrew” away their arms and their buck- 
ters. The companions of "Tranchemont, feeing 
them in diforder, purfued them without a mo 
ment's relpite. Grippenuage fhowertd hail up=* 
6n them ; Soufliefcu roafted as „many of them 
as he met with; and T oujourfdort fneezed in 
the ears of thofe whom he could come up with; - 
cven Pretaboire himfelf knocked them down 
with his book ; they all fell perfectly ftunned, 
and were delivered to the fabre of Tranche- 
mont, who completed their deftruction ; fo that 
not not one of them was left to carry the report 
of their common difafter. 

After this defeat, the vićtorious general re- 
turned to enjoy the reward of his victory, in tha 
arms of his conqueft. During the battle, how- 
ever, fhe had made her efcape. He entered 

sa 
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in great fury, and called Quiekfight. « Hola!" 
faid he, *« wilt thou fufier thy chief to be.dę- 
privęd of all the happinefs be had a right to 
promife himfelf? Seek for the faithlefs girl to 
me.—By Mahomet ! Curfe on the, fellow who 
conceals her?” Quickfight exerted his utmoft 
addrefs and attention. < General! I cannot 
perceive her. I obferve very plainły a compa- 
ny of women three leagues diftant from this, 
flying with their children and baggage, but 
the new married woman is not of the number. 
The walls of the town, however, cannot cone 
ceal her from me, for they were of wood, and 
are all burnt down; fhe muft of neceffity be 
ander the ground, and there you know I can 
fee nothing. «Ah! by the holy prophet !” 
exclaimed Tranchemont, « jt js very hard to 
conquer without enjoying the triumph. This 
is another trick of my bitch of a ftar I Oh, 
for a thoufand bombs! It difputes every kind 
of vićtory with me; I am in perfect defpair.-— 
(Go, order 'Toujourfdort to found a retreat, 
and let every one take his feat at the table! 
dhere is fomething here to drink, and my 
grief is of that kind that it muft be abfolutely 

drowned, 
The little troop foon rejoined their general; 
and, 25 they fhared in his afiećtion, fo they 
| ży sa —ł  likewife, 
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tikewife oe of the confołation he tattokną 
fen.- ż 
« Ahf oś dt Strong-back ?”- fiid. Tran- 
chemont, ** the pretty limbs you would have 
carried. on your fhoulders! - Never would you 
have been loaded with. fo fweet a burden! But, 
like the dervife, we are, at prefent, forced to 
lead a life of penitence; let: us continue it, at 
leaft till: the middłe of the night, that it may 
be more meritorious. ou; Houjourfdort ! "as. 
I have great confidence in your talent, I give 
itto you in charge to. fecure our repofe til 
funfet. "Go, and take a turn at half a league's 
diftance from this places and, whenever you 
„hall perceive any cutious prying peóple, beat 
as it were'eighty drums, and found your trum-- 
pet fomewhat łoudły.” — Toujourfdort obeyed; 
whiłe his companions continued. the immode- 
rate enjoyment of the bottle, till they were all 

ftretched under the table. 
- [here was not-a wedding every dzy, other- 
wife they would bave found. their - entertain- 
ment quite ready, without giving themfelves 
any trouble... Next' day, the troop, under the 
command .of Tranchemont, made prodigious 
havock.on every fide ; and with fo much the 
more boldnefs, that, - under: fuch a leader, they 
dattered themfelves. with impunity. But they 
- themfelves were obligęd.żo dres whatever they 
| wanted 
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wanted to €at. Every night they encamped un-- 
der their tent, the fituation of -which was 
unknown, for they never pitehed it tulit was 
dark. During the day they werę frequently 
obliged to fight, becaufe they met with fmalł 
detachments, like thatwhich had propofed to fur- 
round them ; thefe they invariably put tó death. 
W hoever efczped the fword and the fire, fell 
before the roicę of 'Toujourfdort, 'who coma 
pletely broke the drum of their cars by whife 
pering to them. At length, the hail was fhowera 
ed dową upon them, and completed the difaftet 
and defolation. | 
A man, however, had devifed a method of 
delivering the conntry from this  terribłe 
fcourge, which was fpreading fuch - defolation. 
"This 'was, by arming the inhabitants. with 
fings, and overwhelming the authors of all 
this deftrultion with ftones. Quickfight ob- 
ferved this man, as he was trying this new 


"weapon, the ufe of which he was to própofe. 


le faw him about to communicate his difcove- 
ry to the people around him. But, at the very 
moment in which he opened his mouth, 'an ar= 
row flew from. Aimwell's- bow, entered - his 
throat, and arrefted the falutary advice in its 
paffage. "The country was in abfolute defpair ; 
and advices to that: purpofe were carried from 
ałl quarters to Kallaczhabalaba, by an hundred 
arrows which alighted init: (This was the wady 
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in which requefts were prefented to Bigftaff, 
and in which all complaints or 'advices reached 
him). Upon this the tyrant fummoned his 
cóuncil, wkich cónfifted of a fingle aftrologer 
deeply fkilled in geomancy. * 

« You fee to what a condition we are about 
to be reduced,” faid he: *% Nobody indeed can 
difturb us here; but nothing can fave us from 
che famine by which we are threatened. Hi- 
therto my arms' have fuccefsfully oppofed thefe 
extraordinary .robbers who infeft my country 3 
but their audacity has, without doubt, increa- 
fed with their ftrength. They have at their 
head a chief, who alone hath deftroyed feveral 
detachments of my foldiers, who watch over 
the fafety of thefe countries, and collećt the 
taxes : There is fomething very fupernatural in 
the reports and complaints which have been 
made to me; devife therefore fóme method by 
which we may provide for our fafety. = I 
have been thinking on that for fome time,” re- 
plied the learned perfon.  * I have caft the nati- 
vity of all thefe people, .and have found, that 
ordinary arms could give you no advantage 
over them. "The pretended talents, which they 


* employ to fuch bad: purpofes, are more or lefs 


magical ; but this art is fo very defećtive, that 
the moft powerful mean it employs may be 
oe ineffećtual, by the moft trifiing of all 

thofe 
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thof: which may be directly oppofęd to it: 
Thus, I will approach Toujourfdort with cot= 
ton in my ears, and his drum wiłł have no ef 
fećt upon me. I will fpit in Soufflefew's mouth, 
and the fire will be extinguifhed.  Quickfight 
becomes ufelefs, in proportion as danger ap- 
proaches. The arrow of Aimwell is blunted 
againft fteel. Cut-the-air is hut a mefienger, 
who may be eafily ftopped. The fcience of 
Grippenuage depends upon a thread, which it 
may be poffible to cut. Pretaboire is but a 
coward of a dervife, and can do nothing where 
there is not water to drink; but we muft fe- 
cure ourfelves againft his book.  Groffitout 
and Strong-back make part of the baggage, 
and are by no means formidable. But the 
móft dangerous enemy whom we have to 
encounter is Captain Tranchemont, the chief 
of that curfed race. He is conftantly out of 
favour. with the ftars; and is aćtually eadowed 
by them with the gift of doing all poflible mife 
chief, without ever performing one good office. 
He hath a ready and aćtive genius, an intrepid 
foul, and a body of uncommon ftrength ; but 
he is the perpetual vićtim of his rafhnefs. He 
<vears a fabre all befpangled, which the dia- 
„mond itfelf "cannot refift: Should you oppofe 
to him your club of brafs, he woułd cut it in a 
„thoufand pieces, and you would be. inftantly 

Mm 2 difarmed. 
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difarmed. His ufual cuftom is to fend a chalż 
lenge; but he has; been already informed that 
you neyer aceept any but on conditions tó 
which „he will not. agree. .. However, Sir! if 
you will arm yourfelf and your foldiers '4s 
1 fhall advife, . I will venture to promife 
„you. infallible fuccefi over him and all his 
_ troop.”— Go to my arfenal;” faid Bigftaf, 
<ć and caufe all the arms you fhall judge pro- 
per for | - my foldiers, and myfelf to be prepared:: 
i hold | your, advice in too great eftimation not 
to follow it implicitly.”— I warn you, how- 
ever,” faid the zrológat, «c that thefe arms 
will be very uncominon.”"—* Tt does not figni- 
ły; ; they will be fo much.the fitter for enga- 
ging the enemy: One uncommon thing muft 
be oppofed by another equally wonderful.” 
Captain Tranchemont continued to ravage 
the plain: And Bigftaff, in concert with his 
learned counfellor, prepared the little „army 
which was to take the field. It was afiembled; 
and, with great fecrecy, the arms and inftru- 
ments of war with which it wąs to be furnifh- 
ed, were completed i in the arfenals. When all 
was ready, a body of three hundred men, fhi- 
ning- in fteel, was let down from the fortrefs by 
the help of pullies and pak and covered the 
plain. b | 
e, « Thq 
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- « 'Phe enemy! "The enemy!” exclaimed 


ZE '«« Are, they let down from the. 
minarets ?” faid Tranchemont.—* Yes, Gene- 
'ral; fee, the bafkets are emktying ! Three hun- 
dred men, and a chief who commands them, 
have come out.—-It is the tyrant himfelf; I 
know him by his ftature: He appears much 
taller than commoh.—Ah! what a fingular hel- 
met he wears upon his head! It is a large feeth- 
ing=pót; Soufllefeu muft make it boił.—His 
'buckler is five inches thick; and his eyes, 
fparkle as if they were burning.—Shall I go, 
"General! and put the ftake before Aimwell, 
that he may fend him a prefent from you to 
his left eye ?*—« You are very zealous, fol- 
dier!* faid Tranchemont ; < look, but pre- 
fume not to advife.—My enemy is then in the 
plain, and guarded in a very ridiculous man- 
ner againft my ftrokes |-—Come, Totjourfdort ! 
Summon all our people by the fignal, and let 
us march to meet the enemy. 

The two armies were foon in- „view, ssa 
within the reach ef an arrow. Tranchemont 
was ftationed in the centre, betwixt Toujourf- 
dort and Souffłefeu; Pretaboire and Quick- 
fight were in the right wing; and Cut-the-air 
and Aimwelł in the left; Stróny-back and 
Groffitout were placed in the rear; and Gripż 
penuage dragged along with him a tempźlt, 

Mm 3 which 
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which he balanced in thetair) AE the pro- 
per opportunity to difcharge it. | 

QOn his fide, Bigftaf made the neceflary dif- 
„pofitfons ; amd drew tp his army in a line 
i threć men deep." "In the fóremoft rank, were 
placed thofe who handled the naked armour ; 
every foldier in the 'fecond was armed with a 
fyringe ; and thiofe in the third with a pair of 
fcifats; 'ahd all wete armed with  defenfive 
weapońś ófthe very beft temper. © - 

- "Tranchemónt behetd' this triple row of war- 
rtors difpiayed dgainft him; and, full of con- 
"fidence in his fórces, he'marched forward in 
full afurance of an eafy victory. He advanced 
ten piices before his 'troop, 'as-if to "challenge 
"his'enemy to' fingle combat. * Bigitaff advanced 
din order to* accept ; *ahd the armies remained 
in fnfpenfe, when 'Tranchemont ordered 'Tou- 
jourfdort to feund the charge. "This was 'the 
*only órder that vas well executed ; for, in every 
other .refpect, evehts, untfotefeen by Tranche- 
'mont, difconcerted alt "his projećts, and ren- 
*dćred kis efforts ineffechual. 

"As 'fóoh 48 Tranchemont and 'his adverfary 

"had oppofed buckler to buckler, the former 
 wifhćd'to difchargć on the head of Bigftaff one 
of'thofe dćcifive ftrokćs, "by wliich the ftreńngth 
-6f his Arm, «ind the temper of his blade, had 
póćn f6 often' figualiżed ; but, befóre he ftruck, 

he 
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he thought of addrefling, in the following 
manner, the enemy, over whom he was CET- 
tain of victory. : a kir 40 
„ « Bigftaf l” faid he to. <him, cc *tyrant of 
" fcullions! art thou not. afhamed to prefent 
thyfelf to battle with a pot upon thy head ? 
Doft thou think then that thy kitchen-tack- 
ling can fave thee from the ftrokes with which 
thou art threatened? Or, hath my evil ftar 
fuggefted to you this ridiculous defence, that I 
might reap nothing from my victory but the 
difgrace of having triumphed over the prince 
of cooks ? Muft the brave foldiers óf Tranche- 
„mont then engage with apothecaries and bar- 
bers ?-—Dareft thou lift againft me the club, 
which does not become thy fhameful hand. fo 
well as the fpit on which thy roaft is turned 
every day ? It would have matched thy helmet 
land buckler extremely well.” 
<< 'Tranchemont,” "replied Bieftafi, « thy 
words and thy condućt are alike. I am not 
-come Out againft thee; to: encounter a warrior, 
but a butcher, by profeffien. And, if it be- 
_ słongs to me to act nobly in every thing, to you 
dt belongs to perifh by an ignominious death. 
"Thou challengeft me to infićt the firft blow; 
dare thyfelf to give it.”—** By Mahomet thou 
fhak not be deceived,” faid Tranchemont. 
With thefe words he let fall a firoke, quieker 
than 
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than lightening, on'the pot which covered the 
headzof his enemy ;* but the moment the fabre 
tonched 'it, inftead of penetrating the pot, it re- 
bounded: in fuch 'a manner as to fhake 'the 
vigorous arm which wielded it. Tranchemont, 
aftonifhed at this refiftance, wanted to cłeave, 
„ with one blow; the arm and the buckler of his 
adverfary ; but the blade of* his fcymnitar flew 
into pieces. Inftead of Kaving ftruck, as he 
thought, upon iron, it was againfi a hollow 
gourd and a moułded cheefe, that the magical 
power of his fabre was exhaufted. 

« Great God!” exclaimned Tranchemont, 
as he retreated four ftepsz <* Holla! Soufile- 
feu! Let thishead be put to the fire, and 
make it as hot as that of hell.” 

Souffłefeu was about to obey ; but inftantly 
a deluge of water entered his mouth, direćted 
from an hundred: fyringesz and there iffued 
out of it nothing but a thick fmoke. Depri- 
ved of this aid, the difconcerted generał called 
Grippenuage. to his afliftance, who hovered: 0- 
ver the army with a provifion of haił and thun-- 
der; but -all the fciflars of the third line of 
Bigftaff”s foldiers were in the air, and, by cut- 
ting the invifible threads, turned the ftorm a- 
gainft the oppofing army. 

„.Tranchemont then,  declining an honourable 
retreat, thought it his duty. to make ufe of his 
2 laft 
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laft refource, and. made Toujourfdort beat the 
march. But, in confeqnence-of the *cotton 
with which the ears of. his. foldiers were ftop- 
ped, the army of, Bigftaf was noti difmayed 
with the noife. They at length" furrounded 
Tranchemont. The drummer redoubled his 
ftrokes upon his eńormous' belly, ' and 'the 
whole troop was 'ftunned with the terrible'din;. 
and fled with all their fpeed; but "Pranchex 
mont remained the victim. "The tyrant of Kal- 
lacahabalaba put him to death with his cłub$ 
Toujóurfdort burft; Souflefeu was fuffocated 
by the fmoke3 the reft efcaped as well as they 
could, and fought their fafety in the caverqis 
which had fęrved them for a retreat. 








In this manner did Dobil-Hafen fnifh his 
ftory. "The attention which had been paid tó 
him, and the pleafed air which he thought he 
remarked in .his'hearers, infpired'him with good: 
hopes of fuccefs. > 6d have,” faid lie, * related 
very extraordinary things, but the terms which 
we have accepted: obliged me tó tell a ftoty, 
the incidents of which fhould be abfolutely new. 
I have made them happen to unknown cha: 
racters ; I have had'the greateft defire to pleafe 
my |amiable cóufin, butknow notif' I have becń 

n<i ta : 
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fo happy.” —< O moft certainly,” faid Wafume, 
« your ftory hath given us alł very great plea- 
fure; and my good Nanć will not deny that fhe 
łaughed very heartily.?>—« I confefs,” faid the 
narfe, 4 was all attention; and every mo- 
ment I expećted fomme new jeft. 1 was igno- 
rant of this manner of telling ftories„and felt it 
entirely new to me. But is this all we are 
to hear ?”—ć No, my: good, "nurfe,” replied 
Vafumć, © there is ftll another, and we wait 
with impatience till he who is to relate it fhall 
choofe to begin.”  Saying this, fhe caft her 
eyes on the youpgeft of her coufins, whom ti- 
midity kept filent. 

Valid-Hafen was more pafionately in love 
with his coufin than his brothers: His inclination 
was under the influence of 2 more delicate, and 
lefs interefted tafte; and he would have prefer- 
red her to the moft advantageous match in Su- 
rat. But, at that moment, the fear of lofing 
her banifhed from his mind all the refources of 
his imagination ; and, although. he was endowe 
ed with an uncommon memory „and under- 
ftanding, nothing. prefented itfelf to his mind 
which did not appear to have been thought of 
byothers; perhaps; alfo, felf-love might be at 
ftake. _ However that be, his embarraffiment 
was very, vifible, his. lips trembled, and an in- 
RR PB overfpread his forehead.. « This 

hefitation 
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hefitation alarmed the beautiful Vafumć, who, 
being more particularly interefted in her'young 
coufin, fecretly wifhed that he might be vićto= 
rious; and the good Nanć expected a ftory. —* 

At length Valid-Hafen took courage, and 
got over the dangerous ftep which he dreadedy 
by beginning as follows ; 


Mu 16 3 


PI 
PAS" LEM 

. 1172. ©) 
«3 ŁA: 


4 5 


RZ 


z* > 





ARABIAN TALES. 





CHEHERAZADE; having finilhed the ftoś 


ry of Schebandad of Sura, waited the or- 
ders of the Sultan Schahriar.——* What,” faid 
he * is your ftory ended ?*—* Invincible Sul- 
tan,” replied fhe, ** I would wifh towary your 
pleafures, by giving you a new and more in- 
terefting relation, of a different kind from the 
former ; but it is very long, and the day is faft 
approaching. Therefore, as I have need of 
repofe, I will, with the pertpiflion of my „Lord 
and Mafłer, referve the to of Bshetzad and 
his ten Viziers for the evening.” * It iś rea- 
* fonable,” faid tie Sultan, ** I fesl myfelf a 
little drowfy' as well as you, and I fhould be 
glad likewife to repofe.”” Upon a fignal given 
with his hand, the lights wgse put out, the 


afiembly broke up, and the feraglio was fana 


in flence. 
The evening being atlength come, and evż- 
ry thing prepared Ma OCE the ftory of the 
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beautiful Sultanefs, fhe addrefled Schahriar 
in thefe words: * I warn your Highnefs be- 
forchand, not to expećt in this ftory, any of 
thofe extraordinary facts, of which your Ma- 
jefty appears to me to be fo fond: but 5 
<< What,” interrupted the Sultan, ** no birds? 
no more magic?”—* No, Sire, the moral of 
this ftory is drawn from the predeftination of 
"man; and I will prove to your Majefty, that 
nothing on earth can alter the decrees of hea- 
ven.* *<Ifit be fo,” replied the Sultan, * it 
is certainly decreed, that I fhould attend to 
your ftory :—you may therefore begin it.” 

Scheherazade, after a gentle inclination of 
the heaa, fpoke as follows : 











Story of Bobetzad, and bis Ten Pizuers. 
? » 


"Tuz kingdom of Dineroux comprehended alł 
Syria, and the Ifles of India, lying at the 
mouth of the Perfian Gulf. This powerful 
fiate was formerly fubjećt to King Bohetzad, 
who refided in the city of Ifeffara. Nothing 
could equal the power of this Monarch. His 
troops were without number, his treafures 
anexhąuftible, and the population of his' do- 
minions was equal to their fertility. His 

whole 
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whole kingdom, divided into ten great depart- 
ments, was entrufted to the adminiftration of 
ten Viziers, of whom his divan was compofed. 
This Prince ufed often to repair to the chafe, 

as a recreation after the cares of government. 
One day, while he entered with his ufual 
keennefs into this exercife, he allowed himfelf 
to be carried fo far in purfuit of a ftag, which 
had darted into the foreft, and left his attend- 
ants at fo great a diftance, that, upon coming 
out of the' wood, he could perceive none 
of his peopłe. He had alfo loft fight of his 
prey; and while he endeavoured to find out 
the Eaft of the place he was in, he per- 
ceived, at a diftance, a pretty large troop 
of men. He approached them, and as he 
drew near, he could diftinguifh a body of forty 
Knights *, furrounding a fplendid litter, the 
brightnefs of which was heightened by the 
rays of the fun. This carriage was made of 
rock cryftal: the mouldings and hinges were 
of carved gold; and the roof, in form ofa 
crown, was made of wood of aloes, having 
A 2 corrice3 


* Kwiębts. "The very ancient knighthood of India 
exifts there to this day. Tkofe who devote theme 
felves to this manner ot life, come, armed from head 
to foot, to offer their fervices te the different Prin= 
ces. See the memoirs of Hyder-AJi Kan, 
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cornices of filver. This litter refembled in 
fhape a fmall antique temple *, but fo „brilliant, 
that the eye was quite deżied withit A 
prodigy of this kind, in the midft of a defart, 
„aftouifhed the King, and at the fame time ex- 
"cited his curiofity. He came up and faluted 
the convoy ; and addreliag lis difcourfe to the 
Knight, who hełd the reins of the mules; 
4 friends,” (ud he, ** be fo kind, as tell me the 
| q meaning cf all this eqnipage, and the narae of 
the perfon to whom it belongs.” 

„ Notwithftanding the civil and polite manu 
ner in which the Monarch fpoke this, yet, as 
his hunting drefs did not' exprefs the dignity 
ofthe wearer, they anfwered, ** What mat. 
ters it to you?” Bohetzad was not. difcon= 
raged with fo dry an anfwer, but fill infifted 
with politenefs, and even earneftne(5, for a more 
fatisfaćtory reply. He, who appeared to be 
the leader of the troop, then prefented to him 
the point of his fpear; and faid, **.Go on your 
way, audacious fellow ; otherwife, if y0ur cy- 

 riofity becomes inore impertinent, be afiured 
it will coft ycu your life.” 

This infolent behaviour excited the indig- 
nation of the King : he went up to the Knight 

> who 


. » . . a . p > a 
This kind of carriage is called, in Arabic, tara 
Śeredanne, 
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who thus threatened him, with that air of con- 
fidence, and that commanding tone, the habit 
of which he had acquired in the exercife of 
abfolute power: ** Slave of my throne,” faid 
he to him, ** doft thou not know Bohetzad ? 
But, had I been only a common man, after 
fpeaking to you in fo modeft and friendly a 
manner, ought you to have threatened me 
with death ?” 

At the very name of Bohetzad, the Knights 
alighted, and proftrated themfelves on the 
earth. * Sire,” faid one of the oldeft of them, 
« pardon an anfwer which we could not think 
addrefłed to the grceateft Monarch of the earth; 
for it was very poflible not to recognize your - 
Majefty, in a hunting drefs, and without at- 
tendants.” 

« Rife,”* faid the King, * and gratify my 
curiofity. Who is the perfon in that litter, 
and whither are you condućting them?” 

« Sire,” anfwered the Knight, ** it is the 
daughter of Afphand your Grand Vizier: we 
are condućting her to the Prince of Babylon, 
to whom fhe is going to be married.” 

During this, the daughter of the WVizier, 
uneafy on account of her delay, prefented her 
head at the curtain of the litter, in order to 
get information, and was perceived by Bohet- 
zad. Whatever pains fie had taken to pre-. 

aś vent. 


6 ARABIAN TALES. 


vent herfelf from being feen, her extraordinary - 
beauty ftruck the Sovereign; his heart recel- 
ved a fatał wouńd; his paflion, arrived at its 
height, afpired aftet gratification from the ve- 
ry momient of its exiftence ; and Bohetzad, de= 
termined to make fure of the objećt of it, made 
ńfe of his abfolute authority, and fpoke thus 
to the condućtor of the litter: ** I command 
you to take the road to Ifieffara, ahd to con- 
duft the daughter of my Grand Vizier to my 
palace.” 
* "The commander of the troop thought it nes 
ecffary to make fome repły to his Majefty. 
« Sire,” faid he, "your Viziet is yóur fłave, 
as well as we; and therefore, If we return his 
daughter to his own palace, fhe will continue 
there in equal fubjeftion to your will.” * But 
my Vizier has difpofed of his daughter, with- 
out my confent, and I don't owe him that at- 
tention which you propofe I fhould pay him.” 
« Sire,” replied the Knight, ** your Grand 
Vizier, Afphand, has always been held in the 
highelt efiimation, and has had the honour to 
enjoy the confidence of your Majefty. One 
imftance of violence exercifed againft him may 
affećt his reputation, and caufe him lofe, in 
'the'opinion of the public, that credit which 
jt is your intereft that he fhould enjoy.” 
« All his credit depend ko 

| pends on me, and I de not 
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detraćt from it, by doing him the kodour ta 
marry his dańghter.* | 
'The oldeft, ańd likewife the' bet „ARKA 
of the Knights, ftill ventured to fpeak. * Sire”? 
faid he, * precipitation is dangerous ; it of- 
ten draws repentance after it: your, flaves 
befeech your Majefty to refleć; maturely 
on this.” Kings muft be obeyed. * I have 
reffected already, audacious old man!” re- 
plied the Prince in anger; ** what caution 
fhould I obferve with my flave? Obey.* Be. 
ing able to reftrain his impatience no longer, 
he himfelf feized the bridle of the mules, and 
diręćted their fteps towards that part of the 
foreft where he prefumed his people would be 
aflembled at the appointed rendezvous. He 
foon found himfelf at the tent which they had 
fet up; and he ordered all his fuite to accoma- 
pany the Princefs' in the litter to his palace. 
When the retinue was arrived, the King or- 
dered the chief of his eunuchs to bring the 
cadi, who inftantly appeared, and drew up 2 
contraćt of marriage between Bohetzad and 
the Princefs Baherjoa, daughter oi Afphand 
the Vizier. | 
While the King was taken up with the ce» 
remonies of the maęriage, the forty Knights 
rcturned to the palace of the Grand Vizier, 
being forced to abandon the litter, and the 
Princefs 
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Princefs whom they were condućting to Baby- 
lon. The minifter was confounded at fo fpee- 
dy a return. Having fet out from the city of 
Jfdefara, how could they come back fo foon 
from Babylon? He feared that fome extraor- 
dinary accident had befallen them. One of 
the Knights came and told what had happen- 
ed; he exaggerated the viołeritće and defpotic 
manner of Bohetzad, and filled the mind of the 
minifter with fear and refentment, although. 
he affured him that the Monarch was that ve= 
ry night to marry his daughter. 

« Thus to oppofe himfelf to my difpofal of 
my own family ! to carry off my daughter'! to 
marry her againft my will! in this manner 
to repay my fervices !” faid the enraged mini» 
fter. 

Full of a defire of vengeance, he immediate=- 
ly ordered exprefles to be fent to all his friends, 
the Princes and Grandees of his family, to. 
aflemble them at his houfe. When they 
were come, he reprefented to them the ont- 
rage which the King had committed againft 
his daughter, the Prince of Babylon, and 
himfelf Shame and refentment entered into 
' every breaft. Afphand perceived, from the 
_effećt of the relation which he had made them, 

that it would be eafy to aflociate them with 
him in his fchemes of revenge. 


« Princes 


ARABIAN TALES. 9 


- « Priaces and Lords !” faid he to them, ** the 
King, occupied with his pleafures, is not delicate 
about the means of gratification ; and, as a re- 
compence for miy labours, he hefitates not to 
expofe me to the difgrace of an irreparable in- 
fult. I am nothing but a vile flave in his eyes, 
Thinks he that my daughteris obliged to fhare 
his uniłeady attachment, and fubmit to his un- 
bridled defires? You yourfelves will not be 
fafe from this difhonour; your wivesanddasgn= 
ters will not be fpared. This torrent of lu- 
iquicy will difcharge itfelf on you ; if we en- 
deavour not toftop its courfe.” The relations 
and friends of the Vizier entered into his in- 
terefts ; and a deliberation was held concerning 
the meafures which were to be taken. One of 
them, deeply fkiled in politics, thus gave his 
opinion. 

« Vizier, writetothe King, and exprefstohim 
how fenfble you are of the unexpećted honour 
which he has done you, and to which you could 
never have had the fmalleft pretenfions. Along 
with this letter, fend another to your dauchter, 
in which you muft feem delighted with her 
good fortune. ŚSupplicate heaven with her, 
to pour down happinefs upon a monarch fo be- 
loved by his people. Accompany thefe dii- 

h . patches 
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patches with magnificent prefents ; and Bohet- 
zad, blinded by his pafion, will readily believe 
every thing which can flatter it. You will take 
advantage ofthis fecurity, to leave him at the 
fiift opportunity, under pretence of attending. 
to his bufinefs; and, having fecured yonur- 
felf againft any fudden attack from him, tranf- 
mit to all the Princes, the Governors, and 
people entrufted with the management of the 
finances, alarming accounts of the fituation of 
the kingdom.  Reprefent to them the danger 
of the ftate, while the government is in the 
hands of a young Prince, addicted to the grati- 
ficatioh of his paffions, incapable of rewarding 
the fervices done him, which he only repays 
with violence and difgrace, being guided by no 
law, but the dićtates of a will, as depraved as it 
is abfolute.” 

'The Grand Vizier, and the reft of the aflem- 
bly adopted this plan. They all agrced to em- 
brace every opportunity, which might prefent 
itfelf, of preparing the minds of the people, with- 
out expofing themfelves to danger, and to con- 
tinue at Ifiefflara when Afphand had left it, for 
the purpofe of giving him information, and di- 
rećting his conduft. Thefe refolutions being 
entered into, the afiembly quickly broke up, 
that they might give no room for fufpicion ; 

and 
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and Afphand wrote to the King in the follow= 
ing terms: 
« Mighty King: Monarch of two feas, your 
flave, already elevated by you to the place of 
Grand Vizier, and honoured with the title of 
Prince, did not expect the diftingnilhed lionour 
of becoming your relation. Infinitely obliged 
by this new favour, I offer up to the God of hea- 
ven the mofł ardent wifhes, that he wonld con- 
tinnally heap on your Majefty new marks of 
his kindnefs ; that he would prolong your days, 
and grant you all the bleflings ofa kingdom 
which fhall not be fhaken to the lateft pofterity. 
My duty hitherto has been, to labour for main- 
taining both external and internal peace in 
your dominions, by the wile adminiftration 
of juftice, and by defending'your frontiers from 
the enemy. I filled the ftation of your firft 
Vizier; theduties thercof are now become more 
facred to me ; the honour of a connection with 
you, gives me a perfonal intereft in their fuccefs; 
an dmy daughter and I will only be flaves 
more faithfully attached to your perfon and in- 

terefts.”” | 
The letter to Baherjoa contained <myracsi 
lations on her good fortune, and was as artfully 
exprefled, as the one addrefled to her fpoufe. 
Afphand caufed the firft oficer of his houfhold 
deliver thefe letters, and accompanied them 
with 
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«with a magnificent prefent. "The young fon 
of the Vizier joined theenvoy ;they went toge» 
ther to the King's palace, and pa weed them- 
felves before him. 

Bohetzad, intoxicated with tbe doł fostudd 
which he enjoyed, did not in the leaft fufpet | 
the falfe declarations of the Vizier. . He order- 
ed his fon to be clothed with the richeft robe, 
and a thoufand pieces of gold to be given to the 
officer, who was entrufted with the meflage. 
Scarcely were they gone out, when the oldeft 
of the Viziers came to pay his courtto the King. 
The Monarch received him with his ufual good- 
nefs, made him fit down, and communicated to 
him the happinefs which he expected to enjoy 
an the poffeflion of his lovely fpoufe ; for, tho” 
it was the confegnence of a fmall aćt of vio- 
lence, he imagined that it could be obfcur- 
ed by nocloud. * The attachment fhewn me 
by Afphand,” faid hę, ** removes my fears 
concerning that refentment which I might fup- 
pofe him to poffefs; here are his letters ; read 
them, and you will fee how well he is pleafed 
with this alliance.  Refides, the magnificence 
of his prefents exceeds even the force of his. 
expreflions.” 

The old minifter, after wall the letters, 

- continued thoughtful, and with downcaft eyes. | 
'* Are you not p Aosżęd with what you have 
read?” 
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read?” faid the King. ** A dangerous reptile,” 
yeplied the minifter, ** when it means to intro- 
duce iifelf anywhere, does not try to fiighten 
by its odious hiffings : it creeps in artfully un- 
der the folds of its fiexible and thin body; 
its fcales are glittering and fmooth ; its looks 
are foft and fawning, and it takes care to con- 
ceal its treacherous and venemous fting.. The 
letters of Afphand are ftudied ; doubt not but 
you have offended ; and the pretended foftnefs 
cź his exprefions only conceals a fcheme of re- 
venge, the confequences of which you ought 
to guard againft and prevent.” 

Bohetzad, entirely occupied with his amours, 
and fuppofing that the minifter who thus fpoke 
to him, was influenced by motives of jealoufy, 
paid no regard to the advice, which proceeded 
from attachment, zeal, and prudence, and al- 
lowed himfelf to be blinded concerning the 
cendućt of Afphand. The latter, in profecu- 
tion of his plan, and under pretence of appeaf- 
ing fome murmurs in certain parts of the king- 
dom, left the capital, in a few. months after, 
with his whole retinue. As foon as he faw 
himfelf ont of the rcach of power, he commu- 
nicated to the governors of the provinces, the 
zffront which he had received ; he excited them 
to revolt, by infpiring them with a fear that 
they would all meet with a treatment fimiler 
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to his ; and to determine them to it, he calum- 
niated, in every inftance, the perfon and govern- 
ment of Bohetzad. 

Upon receiving the meflengers of the Grand 
Vizier, the Grandees of the kingdom, enraged 
againft a Prince, whofe adminiftration was 
held forth in fo odious colojirs, concerted to- 
gether, from one province to another, and aflur- 
ed Afphand, that, upon the firft fignal given by 
him, they would take the field with the troops 
under their command. The Vizier at the fame 
time warned the Princes who remained at Iflef- 
fara, to hold themfelves in readinefs. againft 
the day, on which he fhould come to complete 
his revenge, and to free the ftate from a tyrant 
who was funk in effeminacy. 

The plot was executed before Bohetzad 5d 
the fmalleft fufpiecion of it. , The city of Iflef- 
fara was completely invefted by the army of 
Afphand. On receiving this news, the King 
armed in hafte: he ordered the troops who 
were about his perfon to follow him; but they 
had been gained over, and were devoted to his 
enemy. - He faw no fafety for himftelf but in 
| Hight. He faddled, with his own hands, one of" 
his fineft courfers ; and, taking Baherjoa behind 

* him, endeavoured to „gain the  defert. He 
made a pallage to himfelf through the midft of 
bis mutinous fubjećts, whom he trod under his 

» feet. 
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fect. This young hero, whofe courage feemed 
only to be increafed by love, burft like a tor. 
rent through a troopof thofe whowifhed to in- 
terrupt his paffage : his invincible fpear fpared 
none of the rebels ; and his horfe, as vigorous, 
as fwift, foon carried him out of fight of his 
enemies. 

He was now in the midft of the defert ; and, 
night obliging him to allow fome repofe to 
his wife, fatigued with fo violent an expe- 
dition, he fłopped at the foot of a frightful 
mountain, The Queen, exhaufted with weari. 
nefs, found herfelt at the end of her pregnancy ; 
the pains of childbirth fpeedily declared them- 
felves; and, foon after, the Prince received in 
his arms, as a precions pledge of their love, 
4 young boy, no lefs beautiful than his mos 
ther. 

This tender pair loaded him with careffes, 
and foon forgot, in their foft effufions, the fa- 
tigue, uneafinefs, and horror of their fituation. 
The child was wrapped in a part of the Queen's 
robes; and, in this folitude, thcy enjoyed a 
profound fleep in each others arms. The 
returning day invited them, however, to pur- 
fue their journey. The affeltior ate mother gave 
fuck to her child; but, as fhe lived only on 
wild fruits, her breafts foon ceafed to furrifh - 
proper nourifhment. The child deciycd, and 

Bzz. the 
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the mother herfelf was in danger. Bohetzad 
then faw himfelf under the cruel neceflity of 
facrificing nature to duty. He perceived a lim- 
pid fountain, on the borders of which there 
was a green bank, defended from the rays of 
the fun by the neighbouring willows. Here 
the unhappy parents abandoned to the care of 
providence, tlie objećt of their affetion, hav- 
ing firft watered it with their tears. ** Great 
God !* faid the afflićted mother, ** thou who 
formerly watched over the young Ifhmael, 
take care ofthis innocent creature. Send the 
"preferving angel to him ; we have no hope but 
ia your fuccour.” Sighs prevented her from 
faying more. They both tore themfelves a- 
way from this dreadful facrifice, and com- 
mitted this facred depofit into the hands of its 
creator, 

The noife they had made in coming thither, 
had frightened away from the brink, a hind, 
who, along with her fawns, was refrefhing her- 
felf at this exuberant fountain. As foon as 
they were gone, fhe returned, and approached 
the languilhing creature, which feefned about 
to lofe for ever the little firength which remain- 
ed. A powerful inftinćt led this animal to 
give the child that nourifhment which was re- 
ferved only for her young ones. She fed quiet- 
ly around her nurfling, and left the place no 

| more. 
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more. "The wild beafts of the foreft, it apa 
peared, had abandoned to her the enjoyment 
of this happy fpot, although fo neceflary to 
the fupply of their wants, amid the burning 
fands and parched deferts, with which they 
were furrounded. Neverthelefs, men. came to” 
difturb their repofe. 

It was a band of robbers, whom thirft had 
brought into thefe places. They faw a chikd. 
wrapped in rich fwaddling clothes, but ftill 
more remarkable for the beauty of its features. 
The leader of the banditti approached it, toox 
it up, and. fent it ftraightway to his wife, that 
fhe might pay it the neceffary attentions, and 
educate it as if it had been their own fon. When 
the wife faw it, fhe was moved with the 
charms of its figure, entered into the benevo- 
lent views of her hufband, and immediately 
procured for their adopted fon the beft nurfe in. 
the horde.. Having feen the fruit of the loves 
of Bohetzad in fafe hands, let us now follow 
the fteps of thefe illuftrious travellers. 

- Full of grief for the facrifice which they 
had been forced to make, the King and Queen 
had continued their.journey in fadnefs, till 
they reached the capital of Perfia, where Kaf- 
fera then reigned. t 

This powerful Monarch received the fugi- 
tive Prince and his charming fpcufe, with that 

B 3 refpećt, 
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refpeft, which, was due from a crowned head 
to a great fovereign, his ally, whofe re- 


© belligus fubjećts had revolted, under the ftan- 
"dard of a criminał ufurper. To Bohetzad 


he allotted an apartment in his palace, as 
magnificent as his own; and to Baherjoa one 
equal to that of his favourite Dultanefs, 
Such were the riches, and magnificence of the 
palace, in which the King of Dineroux, and his 
wife now were, that, befides the magnificent 
apartments in which they were lodged them- 
delves, there were twenty-four others, occu- 
pied by as many ladies belonging to the Sul- 
tan, each of whom was ferved by fifty flaves 
© „their own fex, in the bloom of youth, and 


of the moft exquifite beauty. 


The treafures of the Eaft feemed to have 
been exhaufted, in beautifying thefe ftately 
dwellings. The gardens were full of the 
rareft and the moft gaudy flowers: the wa- 
ters, whofe courfes were diftributed with 
great art, prefented a magnificent fcene to the 
cye: the trees gave at once, by the beauty of 
their fruit, and the thicknefs of their foliage, 
the idea of plenty, and the delight of repofe : 
the birds, with the variety of their plumage 
and their fonz, enchanted the inhabitants of 
thefe happy regions: every thing, int fhort, 
concurred to difplay the riches of tle great 
» | Monarch 
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Monarch of Perfia, whofe immenfe power was 
farther difplayed, by an army of two hundred 
thoufand men, which conftituted his life guard. 
A Prince, fo powerful and magnificent, need- 
ed fpare nothing, in treating, in a manner 
fuitable to their rank, the illuftrious guefts, 
whom he had received into his palace. 

Atthe fame time that he ordered a power- 
ful army to be aflembled on the frontiers, 
with the neceffary ftores and military engines, 
he endeavoured to difpel the melancholy of the 
hufband and wife, by feafts, which difplayed 
the greateft fplendour and variety. But ge- 
nerofity, and greatnefs of foul, were not the 
only caufe of his attentions: a lefs noble, but 
more powerful feeling, had taken poffeflion of 
his heart; he was enamoured of Baherjoa, 
whofe beauty was-fuperior to all thofe in his 
feraglio. His paflicn for her was then dif- 
guifed under the veil of friendfhip; but, from 
the profufion which he difplayed on every oc- 
cafion, the delicacy of his attentions, and the 
care which he took to anticipate her wifhes, 
it was eafy to difcover the love by which he 
was ,aćłuated. The fad Baherjoa, whofe at- 
tention was occupied folely about the lofs of 
her fon, and tlie misfortunes of her kufband, 
was far from afcribing any of the attentions 
which fhe met with, to this motive: her foul, 
wcighed 
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weiglied down with grief, was incapable of” 
relifiing any of thofe pleafures which were 
prefented to her: her heart, fincerely affećted, 
was inacceffible to every impreflion, but that 
with which it was already occupied. Her 
fon abandoned, in the defert, to the care of Pro- 
vidence, and her hufband, reduced by her fa= 
ther, to the neceflity of afking fuccours from 
a foreign King, were the only objećts which 
engroffed her thoughts. 

In. the mean time, the army which Bohet= 
zad was to command, was affembled. He 
took leave of Kaffera, to put himfelf at the 
head of this formidable body, and foon pene- 
trated into the heart of Syria. Afphand, the 
ufurper, being informed of the danger which 
threatened him, communicated it to his aflo= 
ciates, afiembled them as quickly as poflible,. 
and met his enemy at the head of two hun= 
dred thoufand men. 

The armies were nowin fight of one another.. 
The centre of Bohetzad's army was command= 
ed by an experienced Vizier of the Perfian. 
King. Bohetzad himfelf, at the head of a 
chofen body of knights, was every where to. 
give ordes. He fuddenly began the combat: 
en the right, by attacking the oppofite wing 
of the enemy, with fuch fury, that they were 
ebliged to fall baćk upon the centre, and were 

Mae 7 e thrown. 


ARABIAN TALES. 21 a 


thrown into confufion and diforder. The 
King of Dineroux loft not a moment: he ad- 
vanced his main body towards that of the ene- 
my, as if he meant to attack it; but frugał 
of the blood of his fubjećts, whofe lives he 
wilhed to fpare, he. made them halt, and or- 
dered his left wing to attack the right wing of 
theenemy : this gave way, and fell back in 
diforder; fo that three-fourths of Afphand's 
army remained furrounded. This ufurper 
endeavoured, in vain, to rally his troops, 
whom an attack, equally prudent and vigo- 
rous, had thrown into diforder. Fear, and 
above all, remorfe difarmed them. A par- 
don being offered, they accepted it: and, that 
they might appear lefs unworthy of it, they 
unanimoufly delivered up the ringleaders of 
the revolt. Afphand, his family,-and his prin- 
cipal aflociates, were put to death on the field 
of battle. 

This victory decided anew the fate of the 
kingdom of Dineroux, which again fubinit- 
ted to the laws of its rightful Sovereign : 
This Monarch returned to his capita], re-efta- 
blifhed order throughout his empire, and con- 
trived proper means, for teftifying his grati- 
tude to the Sovereign, who had given him fuch 
powerful aliftance. 

lic 
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He determined, that the moft intelligent of 
his Viziers fhould go into Perfia, at the head 
of twelve thoufand men. Twenty elephants, 
loaded with magnificent prefents, were to fol- 
low in his train. At the fame time, he was 
charged with a more delicate commiffion. He 
was to pafs throngh the defert, in which the 
fon of Baherjoa had been abandoned, and en- 
deavour to find out the place near the fountain, 
which had ferved him for a cradle. He was 
to make enquiry at every living fouł he might 
meet oń the road, in order to get informa- 
tion concerning the fate of this precious de- 
pofit; and having found him, to carry him to 
the arms of his tender mother, whom he was 
to bring along with him to Ifeffara. But 
many obfłacles ftood in the way of thefe 
things. "The prudent envoy caufed the whole 
defert to be fearched, but to no purpofe: he 
did not ficceed fo well in finding the chiłd, as 
in bringing back the motbier. 

Kaffera, defperately in love with this Prin- 
cefs, could not think of parting with her. On 
the arrival of the ambaffador, with prefents 
from the King of Dineroux, and a commiffion 
to bring away the Queen, he felt fome ftrug- 
gles in his heart; but love triumphed over 
them. This imperious paflion magnified, in 
his eyes, the good offices he had done; and 

made 
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made the giving up of a woman feem but a 
poor return forthem. In a word, he renoun- 
ced the glorious title of a generons protector, 
for that of a bafe ravifher of the wife of his 
ally. 
Neverthelefs, he appeared to receive, with 
„ gratitude, the embafly of Bohetzad, and the 
prefents with which it was accompanied. 
Meanwhile, he was informed, that the auxi- 
liary troops, which he had furnifhed this Mo- 
narch, had returned into Perfia. [he ofhicers, 
who commanded them, extolłed to the fzies 
the bravery, the abilities, and the magnificence 
of Bohetzad. They returned from his domi- 
nions, delighted with himfelf, loaded with kind- 
nefs, and aftonifhed at the power with which 
he was fiirrounded, and the refources of the 
country, over which he reigned. Thefe uni- 
verfal reports raifed an unufual conAict in the 
enamoured foul of Kaflera. He was not ac- 
cuftomed to vittory over himfelf ; for, till that 
moment, he had yielded to every inclination. 
But he muft now either give up a violent paf- 
fion, or the title of the benefaćtor of a Sowe- 
reign, equal to himfelf in dignity and in power, 
and that too, at the hazard of drawing upon 
Perfia the fcourge of a crnel war, and of fee- 
ing all Afia in dreadful confufion. ** Be a- 
fhamed, Kafiera,”” faid he to himfelf, * of 
the 
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the guilty defigns you have formed. Return 
thanks to fortune for the favour it has done 
you, in opening your eyes to the folly of your 
condućt. May the King of Dinertoux for ever 
remain ignorant, that, forgetting what you 
owe both to yourfelf and him, you have dared 
to covet a blefiing which he holds fo dear. 
Remember the benefit you have derived, from 
encountering difficulties; which have recalled 
y0u to your duty. Oh! Abfolute power! 
How much art thou to be dreaded by the man, 
who knows not how to command himfelf! 
Allowing myfelf to be carried away by my 
defires, I was about to become criminal, and 
to (hew myfelf unworthy to reign. But I. 
know how to check my paffions, and change 

„my projects.” 
- The King of Perfia, having taken this re- 
'falution, fent immediately for his principal 
treafurer, and gave orders that a litter, ore 
namented with precious ftones, and more 
fplendid than had ever been feen, fhould be 
prepared, to carry Baherjoa into her hufband's 
dominions, A confiderable embaffy was or- - 
dered to follow it, with magnificeat prefents. * 
In this manner did Baherjoa begin her journey 
to Syria, after being well affured, of refpećt 
and attach ment, by the Sovereign who had de- 
termined to part with her, Rohetzad met his 
fpoufe before fhe entered Iflefara, ltis im. 
poflibłe 
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poflible to defcribe the tranfports of this in. 

terview. Yet the tender uneafinefs of the 

mother, refpećting the. fate of her fon, 

foon difturbed the happinefs, with which 

this pair were intoxicated.  Baherjoa offered 

the greateft reward to obtain news of her fon ; ; 

and Bohetzad gave orders that the moft mi. 

nute enquiry fhould be made. It was by no 

means probable, that he had been devoured 

by wild beafts, otherwife fome remnants would 

have been found, at the very firft fearch, of 

thofe clothes wherein he was wrapped. A 

thoufand Knights were again difpatched to the 

defert, anel ordered to fpread themfelves all a- 

round the: fountain; but their fearch was in. 

vain. Bohetzad concealed their want of fuc- 

cefs frorn his inconfolable fpoufe, and endea- 

voured to foften her pain and vexation. 

« Theve is as yet no room for defpair,” faid 

he to her; ** the favour of heaven, which did 

«not abandon us, amidft the dangers to whicli 
we ha ve been expofed, and which hath refto- 
red ta us the throne, whereon we are now feat- 
ed, w .ll have preferved our fon, fo dear to our 
heaw:., It only withholds him, in order to 
delię er him to us, when we fhall have me- 
ritef | this favour, by our fubmifion to its 
wił «, "To be deprived of him is' grievous, 
by t we are ftill of an age to expect confola- 
VoL. III. G tion. 
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tion. Dry up your tears, my dear Baherjoa, 
they are the torment of my life.” The Queen 
appeared fomewhat more tranquil; but the 
wound which her heart had received could 
not be fo eafily clofed. 

In the mean time, this tender objećt of their 
uneafinefs, fnatched from the arms of death, 
by the chief of the robbers, and educated by 
his wife, with all the care of the moft tender 
mother, grew in ftrength and: beauty. The 
leifure of his early youth was filled up by 
reading and ftudy; he was foon able to en- 
gage, in thofe exercifes which ftrengthen the 
body ; he outftripped all the children of the 
horde, by abilities,. addrefs, ftrength, and in- 
trepidity, very furprifing at his years. He 
was alfo diftinguilhed, by an application to 
ftudy, from which he derived the greateft ad- 
vantages, and by punćłuality in thofe duties 
which were required of him, by a fociety lit- 
tle fuited to him, but of which chance had 
made him a member. The chief of thefe va- 
gabonds feeing him fo expert in the ufe of 
arms, and in riding, foon affociated him with 
him, in his expeditions againft travellers, whom 
bufinefs led into thofe countries infefted by 
their depredations: and the young Aladin 
(for this was his name) fhewed hitnieję as 
bęave, as he was expert. 
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One day, the troop attacked a caravan re- 
turning from India, and which, as it was 
loaded with goods of the moft valuable kind, 
2 formidabłe guard defended from danger. 
The defire of booty prevented the vagabonds 
from thinking of the danger, to which they 
were expofing themfelves; they attacked 
this convoy with an unufuał degree of bold- 
nefs, but were foon repulfed. Two thirds of 
the troop remained on the field of battle, and 
the reft filed. Aladin, as yet young and incx- 
perienced, drawn on by his valour, was foon 
furrounded, and made prifoner. 

When a robber is taken with his arms in his 
hand, he ought to be beheaded. But the en- 
gaging air, the elegance, and beauty of, this- 
young.Prince, interefted the whole caravan in 
bis favour, and faved. him from the comni0n 
fate. They did not believe the ingenuous re- 
plies which he made, when quefticned about 
his birth and profefłion, he declared himfelf 
the fon of the chief of the robbers. They 
could not imagine, how this infant fhould u- 
nite fo many naturał advantages, with an air 
fo remarkable. He was carried along with 
the caravan, which foon arrived at Jfcilara, 
where his father Bohetzad held his court. 

The arrival of the caravan afłorded a new 
opportunity, of diverting the attention of the 
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Queen, as yet afliićted with the lofs af a fon, 


whom fhe could not banilh from her memory. 
The Sovereign fent the chief of the eunuchs, 
to make choice of fuch ftuffs, and valuable ar- 
ticles, as might be moft agreeable to Baherjoa. 
The merchants were eager to difpłay them be- 
fore him : But the figure of Aladin, who was 
there as a flave, appeared to him fo ravifhing- 
ly beautiful, that it attraćłed his particular 
attention. He wifhed to condućt him to the 
palace, hoping that his fervice might be agree- 
able to the Monarch; fo that, after having 
purchafed what was proper, he returned, tos 
gether with Aladin, te the palace, where the 
King appeared fatisfied with his bargains. 
<< Sire,” faid the eunuch, ** your Majefty 
fcemś pleafed with what I have purchafed; 
but the moft beautiful article in the Kan * 
was a young man, of fuch complete beauty, 
that I thought him the perfećt image of him 
who is mentioned in the Alcoran ; before 
whom the eleven itars proftrated themfelves, 
as before the fun and the moon.” The King, 
curious to fee hifn, ordered him to be brought 
along with his mafter; and they both quickly 
appeared before the king. 
The 


* The Kan tsa place allotted for the fhops of fo- 


reign merchants, where they expofę their merchan- 
diie to fale. L 
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The appearance of this young ftranger did 
not bely tle favourable character which the | 
chief of the eunuchs had given of him. The . 
King could not believe, that fo beautiful a flave 
could owe his birth, to a clafs of men fo vul-- 
gar, as that which compofed the caravran. He. 
made enquiry concerning him at their chief, 
to whom he communicated liis doubts on that 
point. 

« Sire, replied the merchant, * this Jodeg 
man does not in reality belong to any of us; 
and we know neither his family, nor origin. 
We were attacked in the defert by a band of 
robbers: we defended ourfelves with brave- 
ry: part of them remalned on the field of bat- 
tle ; ; the reft fled, and left, in our hands, the 
young man, who now engages your curiofity. 
Cuftom condemned him to death, but we could 
not think of infićting it. We afked him con- 
cerning his ftation and his family, zend he told 
us, that he was the fon of the chief of thefe va- 
gabonds: Weknow no more of him, and can 
fay nothing more to your Majefty with any 
degree of certalnty.” * Let hhn be left here,” 
faid the King, * I want him to eater into my 
fervice.” © Your Majefty,” replied the chief, 
« may difpofe, as you pleafe, of ałl that be- 
longs to the flaves of your throne.* At that 
inftant, Aladin fell at the feet of the Monarch, 
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with his face on the ground, and kiffed his 
robe. The King ordered the chief of the eu- 
nuchs to admit him into the clafs of flaves, 
which were moft frequently about his perfon. 
Nature fpoke in the Monarch's heartun fa- 
vour of his new page. He never faw him, 
without feeling emotions which he could by 
no means account for; he always wifhed to 
have him with him; and that, which at firft 
appeared no more than a rifing inclination, 
foon became a very warm attachment. An 
intereft, which he felt very ftrongly, made him 
regard, with pleafure, the ptogrefs both. of the 
young Aladin's mind and body. * He admired 
his application, prudence, difcretion, and fide- 
lity ; ; and already cónfidered his rare virtues, 
as the fruit of his cares. » 
| After long experience of his abiłścjegi: and 
aćtivity, he went fo far, as to truft him with 
the fuperintendence of his finatces, and depri- 
ved his Viziers of an adminiftration, in which 
he fufpected them. Ilu fhort, he decided every 
affair of importance, by fubmitting itto the faga- 
city oftheyoung Aladin. "The confidence of the 
Sovereign was not wrong placed. The more he 
trufted the reafon and wifdom of his favour- 
ite, the móre the happinefs of his peopłe, the: 
profperity of the realm, and his -revenues,, 
were encreafed. His confidence, in a fhort 
time, 
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time, knew no bounds. Aladin became as 
dear to his father, as if he had known himfelfto 
be fo in reality; and the influence of the Vi- 
ziers was loft, in that of the young minifter. 

»  Jeałous of a power which they had loft, the 
ten *Viziers affembled in fecret, for the PaT= 
pofe of contrięing the means of gratifying taelr' 
ambition and thtir avarice. „hey determined, at 
any rate, to haften the ruin of their hated ri- 
val; and, unfortunately, he bimfelf feemed to: 
furnilh a favourable opportunity far this pur- 
pole.  . ' 

A grand entertainment was given in the pa- 

lace. Aladin was naturally fober ; but, while: 
he fought only to participałe the pleafure of 
the guefts, he indulged himfelf in drink, witl 
fosmuch the greater fecurity, that he was not 
accuftomed to it, and was ignorant of its ef- 
fedts. Atthe end of the repaft, he wanted to- 
retire to his own apartment. He ftaggzred, 
- his eyes grew dim, and he foon loft the ufe of 
his fenfes. The firft apartment which came 
in his way feemed to be made ready for him. 
Jt was a very rich one, and lighted by a great 
number of wax candles fet in luftres. But 
Aladin faw nothing, he only fought repofe ; 
and having found a fopha, he threw himfelf 


upon it, and fell afleep.. 4 
There , 


s 
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There were no flaves there to inform hi of 


his miftake. They were enjoying the feait, 
and only returned to the apartment, which 


- they had left open, to fill the pots with per-. 
- fumes, and prepare, according to the cuftom 
-of the Eaft, a collation of different fherbets, 


and dried fweat-nieats. The btangings con- 
cealed the fopha on which Aladia lay. 

Al thefe preparations being finifhed, the 
King and Queen retired to their apartment. 
„Bohetzad approached the fopha, opened the 
curtaing and beheld his minifter ftretched up- 


- on it, and afleep. Fe was inftantly feized with” 
. a frantic jealoufy. ** What dreadful behavi- - 


óur is this of yours!” faid he to Baherjoa; 
« this flave could not have got into your apart- 
inent, and placed himfelf there, without your 
knowledge.” * Sire,” replied the Queen, in 
aftonifhment, but without confufion, * in the 
name of the Great Prophet, I fwear, that I 
have not had any communication with this 
young man ; this is the firft time I ever faw 
him ; and in nothing have I encouraged his 
audacity.” 
' Atthe noife which was made around the 
fopha, Aladin awoke, furprized and aftonifhed 
at his fituation : He haftily arofe. * Traitar !”” 
faid the frantic King to him, ** Ingrate ! Is 
this thy gratitude for my favour? Dareft thou 
ź Enter 
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enter into my women's apartment, wretch that 
thou art! Speedily fhalt thou receive the chaf- 
tifement of thy boldnefs.” .Having faid this, - 
„Bohetzad, inflamed with rage, ordered the 
chief of his eunuchs to fhut up the Queen and 
the minifłer, in feparate prifons. This Mo- 
narch, agitated with the moft violent" and op- 
pefite paflions, fpent the night without clofing 
his eyes. At day-break he called to him the 
firft of his Viziers, who had not, for a long 
time, been admitted into his prefence. He 
told him the injury which he fuppofed he had 
received, and in which he believed the Queen 
an accomplice, 

At this recital the Vizier concealed his fecret 
joy. Envy, hatred, and revenge were about 
to triumph. It was no feeble vidim which 
was offered ; it was a moft powerful rival 
whom he had to crufh. The old courtier 
recollećted bimfelf. He endeavoured ftill far- 
ther to exafperate his Sovereign, and deter- 
mine him to take diftinguilhed vengeance ; 
ańd with an humble air he fpoke as follows: 

« Sire, your faithful (ubjećts were aftonifhed, 
when they faw your confidence beftowed upon 
an avowed fon of a chief ofthe.robbers. It would 
have been toe great an infiance of ycur Ma- 
jefty”s goodrefs, to liave admitted the, branch 
oś fo corrupt a ftock near your facred perfon. 

You 
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You could expect nothing from him but - 5; 
treachery and crimes. Hle. full boafts,' that 
the violence of his paffiori had blinded him 
to fuch a degree, that he hatli carried the 
infolence of his defires, to the higheft pitch of 
audacity. But heaven preferve me from fuf- 
pećting that the Queen encouraged him ! Her 
irreproachable behaviour, her wifdom, and her 
virtues, place her beyond the reach of the 
flighteft fufpicion, in that refpelt. Permit me, 
Sire, to hold a converfation with her, and I 
will venture to promife your Majefty fuch an 
explanation, as will diminifh tle uneafinefs, 
which this troublefome adventure bath occa- 
fioned you.” 

Jhe King complied with this requeft, and 
the old Vizier went to the prifon, where Ba- 
herjoa was confined. He found the Princefs 
in tears, <** No Vizier,” faid fhe to him, at 
the firft queftion he put to her, ** 1 did not 
encourage this young man to offer me this in- 
fult. I have heard fpeak of him, but I never 
knew lim. J£f heever placed himfelf in a fi- 
tuation to be feen by me, I never fufiered my- 
felf to look at him, not even in the fatal mos 
ment, when we furprifed him in my apart- 
rcent,” * 

At this declaration, which Śosć the air of 

the moft perfe innocence, the Vizier cafily 
perceived, 
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percelved, that the Queen had not the fmalleft 
fhare, in the injury of which the King com- 
plained, and he thought himfelf authorized to 
give this „aflurance to the King. But this 
might leflen the crime of the enemy, whom 
he fought to deftroy; and the courtier wanted 
to exhibit his fault, in fuch a light, as to make 
it appear an unpardonable crime. * Madam,” 
faid he to Baherjoa, ** it was no doubt an ex- 
cefs of folly, which carried this rafh young 
man to the ftep which he hath taken; but 
it will hardly be believed. Aladin muft be 
looked upon, as ruined, by the excefs, and 
notoriety of his imprudence. There is the 
higheft probability, that the King, upon my 
report, will fend for you to his prefence. He 
will put many queftions to you, to which, if 
you will permit me, you muft return fuch an- 
fwers, as my refpeltful attachment to your 
Mpajefty may at prefent fuggeft. They may 
reftore tranquillity and peace to the King. 
You arefo pretend, that this young man propo- 
fed to you, by aflave whom you did not know, 
to receive him into your apartment, promifing 
to acknowledge this favour, by a prefent of an 
hundred diamonds of ineftimable value ; that 
you rejećted this propofal with fcorn, and the 
tlave difappeared. That, by a f(ccond meflage, 
he informed you, thatif you perffted in your 

refufal, 
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refufal, ready to die by the height of his paf- 
fion, he was determined to involve you in his 
danger, by finding means te introduce himfelf 
Anto your prefence, and make you "appear as 
guilty as himfelf.” The Queen, not fufpec- 
ting the motives of this advice, thanked the 
Vizier, who „went away to give Bohetzad an 
account of this interview. 

« Sire,” faid he to him, having related the 
converfation, which he had juft had with the 
Queen, and feigned anfwers fimilar to thofe 
he had fuggefted, ** You fee what a viper 
your Majefty has nourifhed in your: bofom! 
But wolf”s-bane never carried falutary fruit! 
Was it poffible, that the fon of a robber fhould 
lead an irreproachable life ?” 

At this report of the Vizier, the eyes of the 
Monarch fparkled with rage. Immediately, and 
without waiting for the Queen's declaration, 
he ordered the young man to be brought be- 
fore him, loaded with chains. 
| «Wretch, » faid he, as foon as he faw him, *re- 
„€olleśt the excefs of my favours, and of your 
ingratitude! Let the recollećtion of thefe, and 
your remorfe, be to you the preludes of the 
punilament that awaits yon! Your head is 
foon to fall upon the fcaffold.” 

The fury and threatening of the King, could 
not change the countenance of the innocent 
| and 
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and unfortunate Aladin. No trouble altered 
the beauty of his features: he preferved that 
(weet, modeft, and firm air, which had hither- 
to gained him the good-will of the Monarch. 
He began to fpcak, and ingenuous candour 
flowed from his lips. 

« Sire, the proof of my having committed 
a crime, appears ftrong; but my fault was an 
involuntary one. If an indifcrction on my 
part, reduced me to a fituation, in which, 
during fome time, I was deprived of the ufe 
of reafon, fo that it was no longer my guide, 
and allowed mc to fall into a very grofs mif- 
take ; the reft was the work of the deftiny of 
fate. My heart, overcome by your favours, 
and entirely devoted to your Majefty, hath 
hitherto felt no pleafure but in the happinefs 
of ferving you. But alas! what avail the 
beft intentions, and all tłie exertions of zcal, 
«if a fuperior law, ruling our deftiny, can put 
a diferent appearance on tle purity of the 
motives, by which we are infiuenced! ]f a. 
fingle adtion of our life, and that too, donetlro” 
neceflity, from the momentary diforder of out 
fenfes, can expofe us to the apparent guilt of 
a crime, although all our inclinations are vir- 
tuous. Hurried, from the fammit of happi- 
nefs, into the horrors oł difgrace, I muft fuba 
mit to the decree which infićts the Wlow, 

VoL. Ill. D like 
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like the merchant, whofe memorable kory 1s 
known, even in your Majefty's palace.” 

« What merchant do you mean?” faid the 
King. * What connećtion has his tory with 
thy crime? I allow you to relate it.” 





Tbe Hiftory of Ka/kas, or tbe Obfłinate. 


% SJrRE, there lived at Bagdad a very wealthy 
merchant, whofe manners and knowledge, 
rendered him worthy of the public confidence ; 
bis name was Ka/kas. Fortune had hitherto 
feconded his labours fo well, that he could 
, boaft of fuccefs in all his enterprifes; but 
fate foon declared againft him. He could no 

longer fend a commiflion, or receive a return, 
without being obliged to make confiderable 

facrifices. He determined at laft to change the 

nature of his commerce. He fold his ftock, 

and laid out one half of the money in buying 

grain, in hopes that this article would rife in 

its price during the winter.  Gircumftances, 
however, were againit his fpeculation ; for 

grain fell in its value. To avoid this lofs, he 

locked up his granaries, determined to wait 

5 fer 
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fof a more favourable opportunity. In the 
'mean time, one of his friends having come on 
a vifit to him, wifhed to perfnade him to give 
up this new kind of commerce, in which he 
was engaged ; but he did not liften to this: 
advice, and was obfłinately determined to 
keep his grain a third year. Soon after there 
happened fo violent a ftorm, that the ftrcets 
„And houfes of Bagdad fufłered by an inunda- 
tion. When the waters were abated, Kafkas 
*. went to fee if his corn had received zny da- 
magę; but he found it all fpringing, and be- 
ginning to rot. In order to efcape the pe- 
nalty, it coft him five hundred pieces to get 
thrown into the river, what he had heaped up 
in his granaries, at a great expence. 

_ His friend returned to him: * Yon have 
neglected,” faid he, * the advice which 1 gave 
you. Difiruft Fortune, fhe feems to have 
fworn againft you; and engage in no enter- 
prife, without the advice of a fkilful aftrolo- 
ger.” There was nofcarcity of thefe in Bag- 
dad; and Kafkas, taught by his ill fuccefs, 
thought the advice of his friend deferved at- 
tention. The footh-fayer drew out his ho- 
rofcope, and affured him, that his ftar was fo 
malignant, that he muft of necefiity lofe what- 
ever ftock he fhould hazard in commerce, 
Kafkas, fkocked with a prophecy fo contrary* 
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to his own inclination, attempted to prove the 
prediction falfe. He laid out all the money he 
had remaining, in loading a veffel; and em- 
barked in it, with all his wealth. 

At the end of four days, during which he 
had an agreeable voyage, a terrible teinpeft 
arofe, which broke in pieces the mafts and 
fails, carried away the rudder, and at łaft funk 
the fnip, wich the wdiole crew. Kafkas alone, » 
after fceing the remainder of his fortune pe- 
rifh, was faved from fhipwreck, by a fragment 
of the vefiel, which carried him towards 2 
fandy country; where he landed at length, af- - 
ter much difiiculty and fatigne. Tired and 
"naked, he landed in the neighbourhood of a 
village, which was fituated on the fea.fhore. 
He haftened thither to impłore relief, and re- 
turn thanks to heaven, for having preferved 
him from death, while his unfortunate coim= 
panions had perifhed. 

As he entered this little colony, he met an 
old maa, whofe features and drefs infpired re- 
fpeft and confidence, "This man, affećted with 
- tbe fituation of Kafkas, covered him with his 
cloak, and led him to his houfe; where, after 
having given fuch relief, as his exhanfted - 


ftrength requtred, he clothed him in a fuita- 
ble dób 
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It was naturał for Kafkas to gratify his | 
landlord's curiofity, by the relation of his ad- 
ventures ; and he recounted them, with fuch an 
air ofcandor, as toleave no doubt of their truth. 
As this old man kad juft loft his fteward, he. 
judged Kafkas worthy to fucceed him; and of- 
fered him this hew office, with an appointment 
of two pieces of gold a day. |Jt was a labori»- 
ous office ; he behoved to fow a confiderable 
quantity of ground, to direct the work, and the 
workmen, to gather in immenfe harvefts, to 
look after the flocks, and to give in accurate 
and faithful accounts ef the whole, at the end 
ofthe year. The poor Kafkas returned thanks 
to providence, for thus putting it in his power 
to earn a fubfiftence by his labour, fince every 
other refource in the world had failed him ; 
and he immediately »grecch on tle duties of ię 
new place. 

Thefe he fulflled with affiduity, zeal, and 
knowledge, till the very moment when he was 
to treafure up the different crops. As his maf- 
ter hadnever yet given him any part of his 
wages, he fufpećted that he would net fulflt his 
engagements ; and to make fure of his falary, he 
fet Apart as much of the grainas would amount 
to the fim, and fhut up all the reft, giving 2n 
account of it to his mafter. The latter receiv- 
ed this account, full of confidence in his 

D3 fteward,, 
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fteward, and paid him all the wages which he 
owed him, affurihg him of the fame punćtuali- 
ty in that refpećt, every year. Kafkas was 
much afhamed of the precautions which he 
had taken, and of the fufpicions which he had 
allowed himfelf to entertain. - 

He immediately returned to the little maga- 
zine he had made, in order to repair his injuftice, 
if happily it were ftill in his power. But what 
was his furprife, when he did not find in it the 
grain he had fet apart. He thought hefaw, in 
this theft, the punifhment of heaven, and deter= 
"mined to confefs the fault of which he had been 
guilty, With a heart full of grief he returned to 
hismafter. ** You appear vexed,” faid the old 
man: * What can be the caufeof it?” Them 
Kafkas, flattering himfelf, that he would obtain, 
by his fincerity, the pardon of his fault, made 
an humble confeflion of the motive, and all the 
eircumftances of. it, even to the carrying off the 
grain which he had fet apart, and of which, 
he had not been able to difcover the thieves. 

The old man, difcovering the marked infiu- 
ence of his fteward's malignant ftar, thought it 
would be imprudent to. keep him any longer, 
and determined to: 'give him his leave immedi-. 
ately. * We do not fuit one another,” faid he 
to him ; * let us part, But as itis not jaft, that: 
I fhould bear tie los of what you. imętapeo 
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fet apart, reftore me the money which I gave 
you, and feek the reward of your labour, in- 
the fałe of the grain which you took from me. 
I abandon you.” The unfortunate Kafkas ace 
knowledged the jufłice of this order : he fubmit- 
ted to it without murmuring ; and leftthe houfe 
of his benefaćtor, fomewhat lefs naked than 
he entered it, but without a fingle piece of 
money, and plunged into a deep melancholy. 
This forrowful fpórt of fortune was thoughte 
lefsly walking along the (ea fhore, when he 
perceived a tent, which he approached. He 
found in it four perfons, who difcovering in his 
countenance, which was otherwife engaging, 
the traces of deep forrow, eagerly afked him 
the caufe ofit. He gratificd their curiofity, 
by the recital ofhis misfortunes. As he fpoke, 
he drew a very marked attention from one of 
the four, who feemed to have a kind of autho. 
rity over the other three. "Fhis man foon re- 
cognized him as one of his correfpondents at 
Bagdad, with whom he had formerly had 
important and lucrative concerns. The mer- 
chant was moved with compaffion : At that 
time, he was engaged in an adventure of 
pearl-filhning, and was the chief of the three 
divers who were with him. ** Throw your- 
_ felves into the fea,” faid he to them, * and tte 
GR 
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firft take of pearls which you have, fhall be fer 
this unfortunate traveller.” paz 
"The three divers, affećted as well as their 
mafter, with the misfortune of Kafkas, threw 
themfelves into the fea, nd brought up, in 
fheHs which they cafried with them, ten pearls, 
'0f anineftimable value, for their fize and beau- 
ty. The merchant was delighted with the little 
fortune, he had been able to procure for his 
former correfpondent. ** Take thefe pearls,” 
faid he to him ;” fell two of them when yoa 
arrive in the capital, and their price wiil be 
fufficient for any adventure, in which you may 
be inclined to engage : but take particular care 
of the other eight, that they may ferve you in 
the time of need, and fell them. where you can: 

do it to the greateft advantage.” 
 Kałkas, after thanking his benefaćtor, depart- 
ed, and took the road which he was direc- 
ed to follow, in his way to the capital. He 
had been three days on his journey, when he 
perceived at a difłance, fome people on horfe- 
back. Afraid leaft they fhould be robbers, he 
hid eight of his pearls, betwixt the two cloths 
of his veft, and put intohis mouth the two o« 
thers, which he propofed to fell. Hie was not 
wrong in his conjećture, concerning the per- 
fons he had feen ; they were in reality robbers. 
They came up-to him, furrounded him, and: 
ftripped: 
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ftripped him; and in this fituation they left 
him on the road, with (nothing but a fingle 

pair of drawers. „ił 
The unfortunate_ traveller, recognized in 
this new feature of fortune, the effect of the 
evil deftiny which purfućd him. Mean while 
he congratulated himfelf, on having bzen able 
to fave from the hands of the rafcals, the two 
moft beautiful pearls ; which were fu:Ticient 
to re.eftablifn his affairs, and afift him in fome 
lucrative adventure. The capital was not far 
diftant. He arrived there, and entrufted to the 
Dellal*, the two pearls which remained, to ex- 
pofe them to fale. The Delfał proclaimed the 
jewels with a loud voice, in the market, and 
invited the curious to bid for them.  Unfortu- 
nately, fome days before, there had been fome ; 
pearls ftolen from one of the richeR jeweliers 
in the city. He thought he recognized fome of 
his own, in thofe which were fet up to fale, 
and demanded that the pretended owner of the 
jewels fhould appear. When he faw him fo 
ill drefled, he was convinced he had found the 
thief. ** „There are two pearls,” faid he to 
him, * but you ought to have ten; what have 
you done with the other eight?” Kafkas, 
thinking the jewelłer had been informed of the 
prefent 


* The Deł/a/ is a public crier. „ 
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prefent that the filher had made him, i ingenu= 

oufly replied ; * I had ten of them, itis true: 

- Rut fome robbers, whom I met on tle road, 
havę carried offthe other cight in the lining of 
my waiftcoat, where I had concealed them.” 

On this cenieflion, which appeared to the 
jeweller an acknowledgment of guilt, hć took 

 Kafkas by the hand, and carried him before 
the civil magiftrate, accufing him of having 
„ftolen his pearls. "This Rd led away by ap- 
peęarances, and on the declaration of the rich 
citizen, condemned the poor Kafkas to the baf- 
tinado, and to imprifonment, as long as his 
accufer fhould be pleafed to detain him in cuf- 
tody. "This unhappy creature, the fport of 
fortune and of men's injuftice, underwent the 
punifhment, and was forced, during a whole 
year, to groan under the rigour of a fevere con= 
finement, till at length, chance brought a man 
of his acquaintance into the fame prilon. This 
was one of the three divers in the. Perfian 
Gulf, whofe labour appeared to have been fo 
profitable to him. 

The diver; furprized to fee him in this fitua- 
tion, afked the caufe of it. Kafkas related to 
him all that had happened fince they parted. 
[This new confident immediately addreffed a 
petition to the King, in which he implored the 
favour of being admitted into his prefence, 

that 
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that he might communicate to him a fecret of 
the utmoft importance. The King caufed the 
diver to be brought before him. He proftram 
ted himfelf; and the King, after having made 
him rife up, ordered him to communicate the 
fecret which he was to reveal. 

« Great King,” faid the diver, ** the great-. 
nefs ef your Majefłty”s foul, and your love of 
juftice, are known to ałl your fubjećts, I ven- 


ture, this day, to call upon thefe fublime vir- 


tues, in favour of an unhappy innocent ftran- 
ger, who bath fufered an unjuft punifhment, 
for a crime which he did not commit, and who . 
is ftill confined in the fame dungeon, in which 
I have been fhut up, for a triding fault. You 
love, Sire, to punifh the wicked ; but it is with 
the fpirit of equity, and for the maintenance 
of good order. Your Majefty would wifh, 
that the wolf and the lamb fhould walk toge- 
ther fecurely ; and it is the duty of your flave 
to co-operate with your benevolent intentions, 
by putting it in your power to repair an in- 
jufiice committed againft a man, perfecuted by 
his evil deftiny, and worthy of your compaf. 
fion.” He then entered into a minute detail 
of the adventure of Kafkas, with regard to the' 
pearls, He fhewed him tle circumitance which 
had led the jeweller into a miftake, and occa- 
fioned the ignorance of thę judge: in fine, he 

| added, 
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added, * If your Majefty ftill fxfpedts the truth 
of my recital, you may caufe the chief of the 
fifhery, and my companions the divers, to be 
interrogated concerning it.” 

The diver, having no intereft in a matter 
that concerned only an unfortunate and help- 
lefs man, fpake with that boldnefs and open- 
nefs which truth infpires. ln the end, the 
Monarch was convinced of the innocence of 
the unfortunate Kafkas ; and ordered the chief 
of the eunuchs to fet him at liberty, conduct 
him to the bath, and, after having clothed him 
decently, to bring him into his prefence. 

The eunuch obeyed. Kafkas was led to 
the feet of the Sovereign, where he confirmed 
the report of the diver. He told the fruitlefs 


efforts he had made to undeceive the jeweller, 
and remove the prejndice of the'judge. Ina . 


word, by the detail of all his adventures, he 
interefted the King fo much, that he obtained 
from him, that inftant, a lodging in the palace, 
and a place of truft near his perfon, with great 
appointments. 

. As to the jeweller, after being obliged to re- 
ftore the pearls, he was fentenced to receive 
two hundred ftrokes of the bafiinado: the 
judge received double that number, and was 


depofed from his office. Kafkas, loaded with . 


favours, thought fate reconciled to lim for 
i €VET* 
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ever. He took płeafure in hardening himfelć. 
againft his bad fortune; and was already ar- 
ranging the plans of that fuccefs,; which he 
promifed himfelf in the new office, which he 
filled, when his curiofity laid a new fnere for 
him. 

He difcovered, one day, in the apartment 
which was allotted to him, a dooć covered u; 
with a thin coat of piafter, which, from age, feil 
to duft at the.fmalleit touch. Jlt required n> 
effost to force this paflage ; the door opened of 
stfelf. He entered, without vefltlling, into a 
rich apartment, to which he was an entire 
ftranger, and found himfelf, without knowe 
ug it, in the middle of the palace. 

" " Bcarcely had ke made one ftep, when the 
chief of the ennuchs obftrved him, and with. 
out. delayanformed che king of it. "The Mo- 
march inftantly came. The fragments of the 
piafter, which were ftiil upon the ground, dp- 
peared a proof, that the door had been forced ; 
„and the aftonifhment of Kafkas cariied a com- 
plete convićtton of bis guilt. * Uaulappy 
man |” faid the King to him, ** Is it thus you 
acknowledga my f.vours and pour onkigatioas? 
My juflice pd you, when I bslieved you in- 
nocent; guilty 'now, it <condemns you to lofe 
your fight.” The impradent man, withouc 
daring to attempt any jettkication, was ialłani- 
ły delivered over to the eXecutioner, alking no 
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other favour, than, that they would put inte 


his hands, the eyes which were to be torn out.. 


He carried them in his hand, as he walked, 
groping tlirongh the ftreets of the capital. 
« Behołd,” faid he, '* O ye who hear me, that 
which the unfortunate Kafkas hath gained, by 
hardening himfelf againft the decrees of his 
evil deiliny, and delpifing the advice of his 
friends. Behold the lot of the obftinate. * 


Aladin, having thus finilhed the hiftory of 
the merchant, addreffed himfelf directly to Boż 
hetzad. | | 

« Sire, you have feen the effect of fortune's 
influence, on the man, whofe adventures I have 
now related. So long as his ftar was propitious, 
he fucceeded in every thing : But, when ever it 
changed, his efforts to correćt its malignity 
were fruitlefs, The tranfient inftances of fuc- 
cefs, which feemed to arreft the current of his 
misfortunes, foon plunged him into greater evils 
than thofe which he had efcaped. Circum- 
ftances that were unforfeen, and fteps that were 
innocent, gave him the appearance of ingrati- 
tude and guilt, even when every thing affured 
him of the purity of his condnćt. My lot, 
las! is but too like that of his. Fortune 
fmiled upon me, while I enjoyed your Maje- 
Ży'sfavour: but in the mean time, her fecret 


fprings 


Ju Pęk e w 


ARABIAN TALES, si 


fprings were forming the abyfs rj which I 
have fallen.” 

The young man had related the adventures 
of the unfortunate merchant of Bagdad, fo na- 
turally, and with fo much grace, and had 
made fo happy an application of them, that 
Bohetzad, always difpofed to favour a criminał 
whom he had loved fa well, and moved by the 
inftance of ralh jadgement, wkich he had juft 
heard, put off the execution which he hzd or- 
dered, til the day following, under pretence 
of its being too late for doing itthben. ** Re- 
turn to thy prifon,” faid he to bim; "I grant 
thee thy life till to-morrow ;I put off, till that 
time, the punifhment that is juftly due to 
thee.” . t" 

In the mean time, the firft .Vizier expećted 
with impatience the account of Aladin's execu- 
tion; and when he heard that it was delay- 
ed, he aflembled his a'Tociates, and thus ad- 
drefled tle fecond Vizier. 

« The favourite hath found means to fuf- 
pend tha execution of his fentence. I have 
done my duty, in determining thę King to an 
aćt of juftice. It now belongs to you, to do 
yours, by reprefenting tohim, the wrong which 
he does, in forgetting the duties of the throne, 
and in withholding fo łeng the puniilment of 
a crime that has been proved. I have commu- 
nicated to you the ftratagem, of whica I avail- 
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ed myfelf, by making it be prefumed, that I 
carried the Queen's own words. You under- 
fłand how effential it is to give this Princef3 
always the fame language. Her complaint hath 
removed every kind of doubt, and frecd her 
even from the fufpicion of connivance with tlie 
criminal. Make your remenitrances to his 
Majefty, and give them that force which both 
his perional fafety and ours require.” 

The next morning, as foon as accefs coukd 
be.had to Bohetzad, Baharon (for that was the 

ame of the fecond Vizier) was introduced to 
the King. ; 

« Sire,” faid this minister to him, * I keard, 
in the retirement of my clofet, and amid the im- 
portant bufinefs with which I am entrufted, 
that your Majefty was in aflićtiecn. Your 
misfortunes, if it is decreed that you fhouhd 
have any, become. the anisfortunes of all your 
fubjećts. Excufe the zeał, by which I am a» 
nimated, if I endeavour to difcover the caufes 
of them, and offer yonr Majefty all the fervice 
which can arife from my experience and at- 
tachment to you, to ftop them in their pro» 
grefs.” The King thought Baharon might 
really be ignorant of tlie event which happen: 
cd within the palzce, 'and tołd him tlie crime 
of which Aladin was guilty. 

"The Vizier tad: to fhake as ke liftened 


to «his repott. ** Sire,” faid he to the King, as. 


. foon 
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foon as he had done fpeaking, ** if the fon of a 
chief of villains, brought up and nourifked 
amidft gnilt, could liave bcen capable of 
virtuous fentiments, this phenomenon would 
have contradićted experience, and even proved. 
it deceitful. I will here venture to recall to 
your Majefty, a fable of our anceftois, wlnicia 
tradition hath preferved to us. 

In ancient times, a young wclf was put to» 
fchool, to endeavour, by inftrudlion, to correćt 
his natural propenfity to voraciouinefs. His 
mafter, in order to learn him to read, tranfcri- 
bed, in large charaćters, fome letters of the 
alphabet ; and attemped to make him under- 
ftand thefe figns. But initead of reading KLS, 
as it was written, the favage animal read flu- 
ently, Kid, Lam3, Sbeep. Ele was governed by 
inftinót, and his nature wasincorrigible. The 
fon of a robber is in. the very une fituation ; 
wice is coeval with lis exiftence. From the 

„beginning he is an infelted maf3, which it is im-. 
poflivls to. purify. But what afteniihes me: 
inoft, Sire, is that fuch a criminal fliould havz 
furvived one moment, tle wicked attempt which 
he made, and in which he was furprifed. 

Thefe remonfirances of the fecond Vizicr, 
having enraged the mind ef uie Monarch ftil 
more, he ordered the priforer to be broughi in 
chains into his prefence. Ha was obered. 

Aladin appeared [he King, doing vio- 
lence to the fentiments wliich moved kim 
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in his favour, addreffed him with feverity. 
« 'Traitor!”” faidhe to him, * nothing can 
hereafter delay your punifhment; and the 
world fhall be informed of your crime and my 
vengeance : I» At the fame time, he gave the 
executioner the fignal of death. * Sire,” 1n- 
terrupted Aladin, whofe fłeady and at ćny 
countenance was tle genuine proof of courage 

and innocence, ** my life is in the hands of your 
Majefty ; but I conjure you ftill, not to haftem 


„my death. He, who thinks onły of the pre- 


fent, without enquiring into the future, expo- 
fes himfelf to as bitter a repentance, as that 


, which the merchant felt, whofe hiftory I have 


heard. He, on the contrary, who 'looks into 
futurity, has a right, one day, to congratulate 
himfelf on his prudence, asit happened to the: 
fon of this merchant. 

Bohetzad, in fpite of himfelf, felt his curio- 
fity excited anew, and was defirous to hear the 
ftory, which Aladin wanted to relate to him. 
« [ will confent,”” faid the Monarch, * to- 
hear the adventures ofthis merchant ; but it is- 
the laft inftance of complaifance, I fhatl fnew 
you.” ** May jt pleafe your beneficent Ma- 
jefty 1!” refumed Aladin, ** order this man, who 
holds the fabre above my head, to begone. I 
think I fee the angcl of death.” The execu- 


tioner having. withdrawn, by thę King's or- 
„> depp 
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der, Aladin fulflled che engagement he had 
come under, in the following terms, 


, 





Ł 


Te Hafory of lllage Mahomet, and bis Son, 
er tbe Imprudent. . 


"Turne was, in the city of Naka In Tartary, 
a merchant, whofe name was Illage Mahomet, 
who, wifhing to extend his commerce to the 
moft remote boundaries of the world, conitruc- 
ted a yeffel, in fuch. a manner, as to be able ta 
endure the longeft voyage, and carry a confi- 
derable burden. When this fnip was ready to 
go to fca, he fillsd it with merchandife ; and ob- 
ferving that the wind was favourable, he took 
leave of his wife, embraced his three children, 
went on board, and failed with a fair wind fer 
the lndies. | 

A fortunate voyage havińg, in a fhort tirne, 
brought him to the port of the capital of India, 
he tock lodgings, and placed his merchand fe 
in the Kan. Quite at cafe, refpećling thc fate 
of his effóts, he then vifited the different quar- 
. ters of the city, accompanied by four flaves, 
and foon entered into fricndfhip with the moiż 


celebrated. merchants of the-place.  Axshis at- 
tendant3 
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tendants had orders to publifh the nature of hfs 
merchandife, and to diftribute patterns of them, 
a croud of purchafers reforted to his maga- 
zines. 

„The Kiog of India was accuftomed to come 
cutof his palace, in order to walk threugh the 
town, and inform himfelf of what was going 
'©n there, under a difguife which rendered it im- 
poffible he fhould be known. Chance having 
direćted his fteps to the neighbourhood of the 
Kan, he was anxious to know, what drew 
every body there. He faw this foreign mer= 
chant, whom a happy and engaging phyfiog- 
nomy, with a gracious addrefs, announced m 
a very favourable manner. He heard him 
" anfwer, with good breeding and perfpicuity, 
the queftiońs that were put to him ; and faw 
him condudt his affairs, with an opennefs which 
gained the confidence ofall. He was defirous 
to have fome converfation with him; but the 
fear of being difcovered made him renounce 
his defign, for the prefent. Ile returned to his 
palace, as quickly as he could, refumed the 
drefs which became his dignity, and fent fór 
this honourable merchant. The merchant quick- 
ly obeyed the will of the Monarch. He was 
admitted into his prefence, and the King ex- 
preffed his defire to be acquainted with him. 

« Sire, replied the merchant, * I was born 
and steblilkeg i in Naka, near mount Caucafus. 


Commerce: 
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Commerce is my profeflion. "The favrour and 
liberty which your Majefty grants it, have di- 
rećled my fpeculations to your dominions,'and 
heaven hath favoured my voyage. 

'The King, fatisfied with the fimple and no- 
ble reply of this ftranger, wifhed-to find out 
more particularly the kind of his knowledge, 
by fhewing him, by turns, curiofity on fome 
fubjećts, and embarrafiment on others; but he 
was equally pleafed with all his anfwers, 
Gonvinced, by. all that he had heard, that his 
abilities were far beyond what was neceflary 
for trade, he determined to attach him to his 
own fervice, by raifing him to the higheft of- 
fice. Jt was not the defign of the Sovereign 
to try the ftranger, by tbe alhurements of ho- 
nour; but knowing, that diftinguilhed merit 
may become ufelefs, in an inferior fłation, 
and is frequently only the object cf envy, he 
cftered him the office of Grand Vizier, in or- 
der that it might afford him an opportunity of 
difplaying, to greater advantage, his know- 
ledge and ability. 

lilage received this favour, with exprefions 
of refpećt and gratitude, ** I fhould have con- 
fidered myfelf as too much honoured, Sire, in 
being admitted into the number of the flaves 
who furround your thrpone. "Fbe dignity of 
the hononrable office to which you have called 
me, far furpafles my metit and pretenfions; 

but 
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but the high idea,'which I have cznceived of 
your Majefty, infpires me with an unbounded 
zeal for your fervice, and a confidence that 
I fhall be wholly devoted to it.” 

"The Monarch, always more pleafed with his 
new minifter, ordered him a magnificent robe, 
afigned him, for lodgings a palace in the neigh- 
'bourhood of.his own, and canfed him be in- 
fialled in his new dignity. 'Ihe Prince had 


no reafon to repent of his choice, which might. 


appear rafh. "The new minifter fat in the di- 
van, cnthe right hand of his mafter, He was 
never embarrafied in the difcuffion of affairs, 
however intricate. He had great fagacity, in 
underftanding every report concerning them. 
Juftice and equity were fummed up in his de 
cifions; fo that the people and the Monarch 
enjoyed, under the adminiftration of this en- 
lightened minifter, all the bleflings of a wife 
góvernment, 

«wo years pafied in labour, and great em- 


ployments: But at laft nature refumed her 


rights. The Vizier, feparated fo long from a 
family, which he tenderly loved, felt a defire to 
fce them. The firft reqieft, which he made 
on this fubjećt, alarmed the Sovereign. But 
he had a foul of fenfibility; he could not long 
refift the voice of nature, and permitted his 
minifter to undertake a voyage, which he li- 
mited to a certain period; affuring him, that 
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if he brought his. whole family along with 
him, he fhould never be expofed to any unea- 
finefs in his fervice. With this permiflion, 
the Vizier embarked for Naka, in a veffel of 
war, of which he had the command. 

The family of this merchant 'of Tartary, 
being entirely ignorant of his fate, fince the 
time of his departure, were abandoned to the 
moft cruel uneafine(s. Fortunately, a mer- 
chant of the country, returning from India, 
had given them news of him, and reftored 
tranquillity to this fasnily, who were raifed to 
the fummit of joy, on hearing of his elevation 
and fuccefs, on whofe account they were alarm- 
ed. The wifeof lllage determined, that mo. 
ment, to repair to her hufhand, lefs to (hare 
his glory than his love. She fet her affairs in 
order ; and after having taken every neceflary 
ftep, (he embarked with the fame merchant, 
who had given her fo confolatory news. 

After fome days failing, tle veflel which 
carried them caft anchor near an illand, where 
they were to land and exchange merchandife. 
Contrary winds had obliged Lllage to land at 
the fame place. He had hired a lodging pret- 
ty near the harbour ; and being fatigued, with 
the bad weather which he had met with, had 
thrown himfelf upon a bed, in order to take 
repole. His fpoule, who lived in an oppofite 
quarter of the city, foon learned that a vef- 

fel 
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fel had arrived in its way from India, and that 
jt had failed from the capital. She fent her 
children to afk the news concerning the Grand 
Vizier, thinking it impoffible, but that they 
fiould be able to receive fome. 

The young people went from the inn where 
their mother was, running, the one after the 
other, till they had come under the windows 
of the apattment where the Vizier was at reft. 
They took pofłeflion of a little eminence, on 
which a number of bales of goods were colledt- 
cd, to keep them dry. The thoughtlefs youths 
went to play on the bales, trying which of the 
two could pufh down his brother.  Thefe 
playful infants, difputing with addrefs and ro- 
gucry, announced their vićtory vr their defeat, 
by fuch piercing fhouts, that they awaked the 
'Vizier. 

He loft his patlence: he went to tie win- 
dow to check the noife, and leaning over it, 
three diamonds, which the King had given 
him, fell from his fingers. The agitatioa of 
the fea had already ftirred up the minifter's 
choler; the habit of command rendered him 
incapabłe' of forbearance ; and the ifland on 
which he was, being within the jurifdićtion of 
'his goverament, he ordered thefe troublefome 
children to be taken into cuftody. He came 
down himfelf to fearch for his diamonds; but 
amidft fuch SS this fearchwas fruitle. 

Driven 
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"Driven, by degrees, to indignation and fury, 

he accufed the children, not only of being the 
caufe of the lofs of his diamonds, but even of. 
having ftolen them. Their innocence could 
-not defend them againft prejudice. He pu- 
nilhed them with the baftinado, and then cau- 
fed each of them to be tied to a board, and 
caft into the fea.  Thefe innocent vićtims, ex- 
pećting a cruel death, became -the fport of the 
waves and billows. 

Meanwhile night approached ; and thę fpoufe 
of Illage, not feeing łier children retum, unea- 
fy, and bathed in tears, went out to feek them. 
The neighbours could tell her nothing of them. 
She ran from ftreet to ftreet, without meeting 

_ any perfon, who could fatisfy her well. found- 
' ed impatience. This tender mother came at 
laft to the harbour. There, from the defcrip- 
"tion fhe gave of the three perfons, who were 
the objećt of her -fearch, and the caufe of her 
'uneafinefs, a failor replied to her, ** Madam, 
the young people whom you enquire after, are 
the fame, whom a.powerful man, lately arri- 
ved from India, hath punilhed by his flavcs, 
for a theft which he imputed to them. They 
gave them the baftinado, tied them to a plank:, 
and, by his order, tlirew them into the fea.” 

„At thefe words, the unhappy mother filled the 
air with her fhrieks and groans ; fke rent her 
eloaths, and tore het hair. * O my children,” 

Vet. III. F faid 
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;faid fhe, ** where is the Vizier your father, 
to revenge me on the man who hath murdered 

you?” Her defpair ftruck the ear of her huf- 

band, who was not far diftant. He feemed to 

know the voice, and learned that it was that” 
„of the inconfolable mother, wliofe children he 
„had condemned to death. The cry of nature 
* „refounded in his heart ; and he no longer doubt- . 
„ed but that the children he had punifhed were 
his own. He haftened to the unfortunate wo= 

man, whofe mifery he had occafioned, and im- 

mediately knew her. * Ah barbarian, that I 

am, I have been the murderer c£.our children! 

Fatal power, with which I am invefted ! Blind- 

ed by thee, I had not time allowed me to be 

juft! Tam the executioner of my own chil- 
„dren!”* As he fpoke thefe words, all the 
;figns of the moft violent defpair were painted 
in his countenance, and manifefted themfelves 

by every fort of extravagance. His wife funk 

at his feet under the weight of her grief. * Do 

not pardon me,” added he, ** I am a monfter; 
and fo much the more criminal, as I am at 

this moment placed beyond the reach of the 

law. I muft for ever be torn by my own re- 

morfe, and loaded with your reproaches. I 

thought myfelf offended, and I haftened to re- 
wvenge myfelf, without taking time to refledt. 
Ą faw a crime, where there was none, and let 
Ą fall 


ARABIAN TALES. 6g 


fall the ftroke upon innocence, without think= 
ińg it would rebound upon myfelf.” 

« You fee, Sire,” continued Aladin, ** what: 
caufe this Vizier had,-to repent his believing. 
thefe children guilty, upon a deceitful appeara' 
ance, and his having hurried on a fevere pu-- 
© nilhment, without reflećting on -whliom it was 
to fall, Ele forgot, that a regard to PPS 
ought to regulate the prefent.” 

This unfortunate minifier, difgufted with 
glory and opulence; renounced the fearch of 
his diamonds, abandoned the veffel and its la- 
ding, and fupporting the tottering fteps of a 
weeping mother, they both walked along the 
fhore-of the fea, mournfully demanding of it, 
the treafures which the Vizier had cruelly 
comnitted to the inconftancy of its waves. 

*« Your Majefty,” continued Aladin, * will 
pardon me, if, for a fhort time, I make you 
lofe fight of this difcon(olate pair, while I fx 
your attention on their unhappy children.” 

The billows, to whofe' caprice they had 
been abandoned, were fo agitated, that, although 
they were frequently thrown againft one ano- 
ther, they were immediately feparated again. 
One of them, after having ftruggled for two 
days againft the billows, and after having ef- 
caped tłie danger of being dafhed to pieces on 
socks, againft which he was continualły dri- 
" sen, found himielf, all at once, afhore on the. 

Fa. | coaft 


j 


F 


64 , AKABIAN "TALEŚ% 


coaft of a neighbouring kingdom. „The chains; , 
which fixed him to the. plank, were much. 
worn by the fand ; and notwithftanding his fa- . 
tigue and hunger, he had ftill ftrength enough . i 
to difengage himfelf from them, and reach the 
land. . He there found an ofiicer, who was go- 
ing to refrefh his horfe, at the ftream of a 
neighbouring fountain. , This man, affected . 
with the fight of this nnfortupate-ćhild; gave 
ham part of his clothes, fet him-behind-him, 
aad carried him to his-otyn houfe.  There,. 
nourilhing food and tepofe, CORDY TECOVEx 
xcd the fhip-wrecked youth. 

After.dzcendy drefing him, his besiefaśtor. 
prefented him to the king, already informed of. 
the event. 

The happy phyfiognomy of the young maa 
made an impreffion on the King; and his an-. 
fwers foon completed the very favourable opi- 
nion he had of him. He became adiftiaguifh- 
ed officer in the palace, where his: condućt 
gained the complete efteem and confidence of. 
his Sovereign. This prince, to whom heaven . 
had.not granted children, thought he could not 
do his people a greater fervice, than by adopt- 
ag this youth, whom fortune had thrown ine 
to his arms. His choice was applauded by 


thc whole court, . and. confirmed by the divan: . 


"The people were happy ; and the abilities of 
śths young Prince, foon placed him in the 
ZAJE number : 
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niimber of the moft valiant Kings of Afia, 
Age and infirmities rendered the King unable 
to TyoŻ the weight of the government, and 
he abdicated the fceptre in favour of his adopt- 
ed fon. He faw him married ; and thns ter- - 
minating his career of glory, calmly refigned 
his life into the hands of his Creator. 

The young Sovereign, bewailing the lofs of 
his benefaćtor, gave himfelf up to the jufteft 
forrow. He wilbed to fulfll tbe duties of 
gratitude and piety ; and fummoned his divżn, 
that he might honour the afhes of his prede- 
ceflor, by prayers and folemn ceremonies. 
"The people repaired to the mofques. The 
Amame, the Nabib, the Dervifes, and all thofe 
who ferve at'them, paid to his memory, the 
homage which was due to it. He caufed ma- 
„ny alms be diftributed among the poor, and 
through all the hofpitals of the kingdom. 
TRefe religious duties early announced the wif- 
dom of his government, and they were not 
proved falfe by the event. He was always a 
juft and active King, and governed his people 
with the affęćtion of a father. 

In this manner did fortune fnatch from the 
fury of the waves,.one ofthe Vizier's children, 
to raife him to the fummit of greatnefs. But 
this unhappy father continued to grieve fot 
the lofs of his two fons, nncill, in one of the - 
illands where he had his refidcące, he heard . 

F3z. the * 
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the Del/al. proclaim, with a łoud voice, that * 
there was a young flave to .be fold, and that 
the curious were invited to come and examine . 
him... Illage ftopped, łooked at the young : 
man, and,. conftrained by a feeling of which 
he knew not the caufe, he determined to pur- - 
chafe him. . 

< The figure of this ftranger had atecżódows 
which he could not refift. His age correfpon- - 
ded to thatof one of his ownchildren: andif the - 
beauty of his features was a true indication of 
the virtues of his mind, he hoped he would * 
fupply thę place of one of thofe whom he had 
łoft. He returned home*with his new pur- - 
chafe. 
- His wife, who oiciŃ eb: at a diftance, - 
zecognifed the youth, and was about to throw 
herfelf into his arms ; ; but funk. under this un- 
expected furprife. But although her joy de- 
prived her of the ufe of her fenfes, (he was 
"fil able to utter the name of her fon. The 
attention of her hufband, and; that of the young 
man, who bathed her with his tears, recalled 
her to life. 'The father, affećted with what ' 
Re faw, recognifed the cry of nature, and re 
turning thanks to heaven for the unexpećted 

| favour he had received, minględ together his 

. tears and carefies at this moving pićture, and 

partook of the happinefs of an unlooked for 

difcovery. * Neverthelefs, he was /tormćnted 

by a new uneafincfs ; the .prefence of his fon 

recajled 
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recalled to him his brother: ** What is bea 
some Of him ?”” | 
« Alas!? replied the young man, * the 
waves foon feparated the planks on which we 
were carried ; and I can tell you nothing of his 
fate.” This anfwer redoubled the aflićtion of 
the hufband and wife ; but they feemed to be 
comforted, with the hope of another bleffing fi- 


"milar to that which they had juft received ; 


and in this pleafing expectation, their tender- 
nefs centered on the beloved fon, whom hea- - 
ven' had at length reftored to their arms. 
Several: years had elapfed. Achib,- the fon 
of lliage, grew ftrongur every day. - He ac- 
quired knowledge ; and became capable of fol- 


lowing commerce, in which his father had in- 


ftrućted him. Seeing him fit even to under- 
take a profitable voyage, his father. purchafed 


a fbip, loaded it with metchandife, and deftined 


it for the capital of the iflands, in which: they 
were fettled,-entrufting him with the manage- 
ment ofit. Upon his arrival in the capitał, 


„Achib hired a ftore-houfe in the Kan, depo- 


fited his goods there, and pafled fome days in 
arranging them to advantage. 

The feaft of the Ramezan came. The 
young man, a faithful Muflulman, having 
fucked in, with his mother's milk, the doc- 
trine of the Alcoran, to which he had paid 
particular attention, ftll pofieffed the art Of 

| finging 
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finging fo perfeftly, that he was abie to fulAll, - 


with dignity, the funćtions of 'the Amame *. 


He dreffed himfelf ia his faragi, aud went to- 


the principal mofque. here the King, with * 
all his cpurt, and the grandees of the kingdom, - 
were prefent at the noon.day fervice. The ' 


young man took his place near the King, and 
when the „4tbib + mounted the pulpit, and be- 
gan to chaunt the Fałbeat, Achib- repeated 
three times, „Alla ał part. 


p ru 


The afiembly, and the King himfelf, were ; 
aftonifhed at this young ftranger feating him 


fólf fo near his Majefty ; but the pleafure of - 


his melodious and afećting voice, excited fo 
agreeable a furprife, that they foon forgot his 


aflurance. All agreed that they had never 
heard any thing fo exquifite and perfećt. The- 


„Atbib was jealous of him ; he had never fup- 


pofed that there was a voice ią the world fu- 


perior to his own; and the defpair which he 


felt deprived him of the ufe ofit. He felt it 


die upon his lips. Achib did not give him 
time to _recover it; he continyed the prayer 
with a force and eafe, which the efforts of the 

<ŚtbiB, 


* Amameisa prieft who reads and explains the 
Alcoran. 


| 1 Athrh is a reader who chaunts over the prayer ' 
in plain-fong. 


4 Falbea, the Mahometan Goafeflion of Faith. 
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4ebib, fuppofing him to have had the courage te 
attempt it, could not have furpaffed. 

When the King had ended his prayer, as he * 
eame out of the mofque, he ordered lis oflicers 
to wait for the new finger, to have a horfe rea- 
dy for him, and to conduóćt him to the palace; . 
where his Majefty defired to fee him.  Achib 
received this invitation with refpećt, and obey= 
sd the orders of his Sovereign. 

The Monarch gave him a moft gracious re- 
EŃ betowing the higheft praife upon his 

talents, and foon felt Limfelf prejudiced, in fa- 
vour of this ftranger, by a fyirpathy, of which 
he could not difzover the fpringsz but it 
feemed to be of the moft interefiing nature, 
Achib was only in his feventeenth year; and 
was endowed with cvery perfonal grace. E- 
very thing fecmed to unite in ftrengthening 
the liking which the King fhewed for this 
ftranger. Thus, whether on this pretence, ot 
to do a beneficent aftion, he made him łodge 
in his palace, and gave him a diftinguifhed 
preference over tle pages, and thofe who com- 
poied his houfeho/d. 

The officers foon confpired the deftrućtion 
of their rival. ln the mean time, thc virtuous 
Achib, after a very long refidence at court, 
became defirous of fecing his parents, and giv- 
ing tllem an account of the goods, with which 
he had been entrufłed. _ Afraid left he fhoułd 

ROŻ : 
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not obtain the Monarch's permiffion to retutx 
to them, he wrote to them, and informed them 
of the favour he enjoyed. This motive, and 
„the defire he expreffed of feeing them again, . 
determined the family to go to him immedi- 
ately. 

Illage and his wife bore in their hearts the 
letter which they had juft received ; and both 
of them being flattered with having a fon; 
who, at fo early/an age, had been able to gain 
the good graces of a King, they inftantly de- 
termined to haften their departure; and in- 
formed their fon of this refolution. _As foon 
as Achib received this information; he pur- 
chafed a houfe, and fuitable furniture ; and in' 
a fhort time embraced in it, the authors of 
hie exiftence, to whom the King fent prefents 
of fuch magnificence, as fhewed that they were- 
intended for the family: of his favourite, 

"The finenefs of the feafon, having invited 
the King to one of his cofintry houfes, he re- 
moved thither; and gave- entertainments fer: 
the amufement of his court. One evening, 
contrary to his:ufual cuftom, he gave himfelf 
- mp to the pleafutes of the table, and drank of. 
a ftrange liquor, of which he knew not the 
firength. In afhort timeafter, he was fuddenly 
feized with fuch a ftupidity, that he wasobliged 
to throw himfelf on a fopha, where he foon fell 
afleep.- Pleafure had removed from him all" 

: his-- 
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*hisfervants. Achib alone, following from affec- 
tion every ftep of his mafłter and benefactor, en- 
tered into the apartment, and found him afleep. 
Then placing himfelf within the door, he drew 

„his fabre, and ftood there as a guard. One of 

„the pages having returned, was furprifed to 
find him in this fituation, and afked him the 
caufe of it. ** I am watching,” faid Achib, 

for the fafety of my King: my attachment 
and my dutyfix me here.” The page ran and 

;told his companions what he had feen. They 
thought, they might eafily avail themfelves of 
this eveqt, to deftroy him, and went in a body 
to the Monarch. The witnefs fwore, that he 
had found Achib, with a naked fabre inhis hand, 
im his Majefty*s chamber, wliile he was afleep. 
Fle afcribed the moft criminal intentions to this 

faithful guard, and pretended that nothing but 
fome fudden' alarm, had prevented the in- 

<tended blow. * If your Majefty, Sire,” added 
he, * fufpećts the truth of my report, you 
need only to-day 'feign giving yourfelf up 
to fleep without any precaution, and we do not 

„doubt but this raf man, purfuing his deteftible 
purpofe, will come to renew his attempt.” 
Though moved by tliis accufation, the King 
was unwilling to truft entireky to the declara- 
tion of his pages, and thought it his dnty to 

„elear up his doubts himfelf, . „| 

. In 
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In the mean time, the pages had góne te: 
'find the young favourite. *' The King,” faid 
they to him, * is highly -pleafed with the zeal 
you have fhewn for the fafety of his perfon.* 
"« Acbib,”” hath he faid, ** ts żo mie as a fpield; 
"under bis protećłion I can fleep without fear." 
'Night came, and the King, after a repaft, 
dńiring which he affelted much gaiety and 
chearfulnefs,. fuddenly retired, and threw him- 
felf upon a fopha, apparently in the fame ftate 
in which he had been the night before. Achib, 
who never loft fight of him, fuppofng he was 
'afleep, entered the apartment, to place him- 
felf on guard, with his fabre uplifted and na- - 
ked. _ | 
As foon as the kmg faw the gleam of the 
'fabre, he was feized with terror; and a cry 
which-he uttered, brought to him all the of- 
ficers of his guard. _Achib was arrefted by his 
qrder, loaded with chains, and led away to 
prifon. | 
„Lhe next morning, after the firft prayer, the 
King aflembled his divan, afcended his throne, 
and caufed the man be brought before him, 
' whom flanderous and falfe reports, and deceit- 
ful appearances, had expofed to the prefump- 
tion of fo much guilt. * Ungrateful that you. 
are :» faid he to him, * is it by putting me to 
sdeath, that you would fhew your gratitude, 
and repay my favours? I will not delay toe 
take - 
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"take fignal vengeance, on your deteftable bafe- 
nefs.””  Achib, having made no reply -to thefe 
reproaches, was fent back to prifon. i 

Ścarcely was he gone out, when two of the 
'tourtiers, who were moft eager fot his deftruce 
tion, approached the King. * Sire,” fatd they 
to him, ** every body is furprifed to fee the 
execution of the criminal- delayed. There is 
no crime equal to that which he intended to 

'conimit: And you ought to give fuch a 

fpeedy example of juftice, as your perfonal 
fafety, and the tranquillity of your people re- 
quire. 2 

*< Let us not be rafh,” replied the King, *in 

*a judgment of this nature. The criminal is in 

chains, and cannot make his efcape. And as 
to publick vengeance, it will never be too 

''late to gratify it. It is eafy to take away 
a man's life, but it is impofłible to reftore it. 
Life is a blefiing of heaven, which we ought to 
refpećt, and it becomes not us to deprive our 
fellow-creatures of it, without the moft ma- 
ture deliberation. The evil, once done, can 
never be repaired ! I have it now in my power 
to reflećt on what I ought to do, and wifh 
not that the future fhould have to reproach 
me, with the improper condućt of the prefent.” 
Having faid this, the King - difmiffed the di- 
van, ordered his hunting equipage to be got 
Vor. II. G „ready, 
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„ready, and gave himfelf up, for fome days, te 
„the amufements of the chace. 
On his return, he was again fet upon by the 


„enemies of Achib. The longer, accórding to 


them, that this criminal% punifhmaent was de- 
layed, the more the people were difcontenteq. 
„Glemency and moderation ceafed to be virtues, 
when they fpared fuch crimes as his. Thefe 
„new remarks embarrafled the fovereign, who 
had now nothing to oppofe to them, fince the 
„delay, which he had granted, had brought no- 
thing to light. He determined to infićt that 
fevere punifhment which juftice feemed to re- 
quire, and ordered the criminal to be brought 
„before him, accompanied by the officers of juf- 
tice and the executioner. | 
Achib ftood blindfolded at the foot of tbe 
throne. The executioner, with the fword in 
„his hand, waited the King's command. Ąt 
, that inftant, a confufed nóife was heard ; a ftran- 
ger pierced through the crówd, and haftened to 
„the feet of the. King. It was the unfortunate 
„Jllage.  * Motegi Sire, Mercy |? exclaimęd 
„be, * pardon the onty child that heaven has 


reftored to me. My fon could not intend an - | 


attack upon your life; hs was incapable of 
defigning fo unnatural a murder; your life is 


„dearer to him than his own ! I have letters of 


Mis, which made me fły to your Majefty, that 
1 might syce; more nearly, thofe virtues 
whieb 


UW 
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which I adored. But O Monarch ! whofe ił- 
laftrious virtues, are renówned through the 
rńoft diftant corners of the world, juftify the* 
publick admiration, by a new difplay of wif-” 
dom, in overcoming a refentment, with which 
falfe appearances have infpired yon ! Confider 
with horror, the melancholy confequences of a 
too rafh judgment! Bchcld, in me, a dreadful 
example, of the confequencc, of being led away 
by paffion, and of yielding, without reflection, 
to its imprudent fallies. Heaven blefled me 
with children; but, having been feparated 
from them, from their czdi e infancy, the day 
at length came, when we were to be reunited. 
Not knowing them, and being blinded by paf- 
fion, I abufed the power, with which I was 
invefted ; I made them be bound upon planks, 


„and thrown intothe fea. The man whom you 


threaten with deatli, alone efcaped from perifh- 
ing in the waves ; and muft I this day be the 
witnefs of his death? Behold the reward of 
my guiltyimprudence ! My heart is filled 
with bitternefs, and tears will dow from mine 
eyes, till tkey are clofed in death.” 

During this difcourfe, the King fitood mo- 
tfonłefs through aftonifhment. It was his own' 


„hitżory he had juft heard. The man who 


fpoke was his father, and the fuppofcd crimi. 
sal his brother. 
G: Having, 


- 4. 


„6 ' 4RABIAN TALES. 


t 


Having happiły acquired, in the exercifeof 
power, the habit of felf-.command, he knew» 


how to fhun'the dangers of too fudden a dif- 
covery. Nature, however, yiełded żt length 


to his eagernefs, and he affećtionately embrace... 


ed the author of his life. Fe ordered his bro- 


ther to be fet free from thofe' fhameful chains, 


with which envy had bound him. Fe made 


himfelf known to him ; and after mutual con-. 
folation, ** Bchold,”* faid. he to his divan,, 


« to what a dreadful eyil, | wauld have expof- 


ed myfelf, had I lightly credited the detrac-, 
tions of flander, and, upon your artful reports, , 


had haftened the punifbment which you fo 


eagerly urged. Go, and beafhan.ed! Wasthere 
one among you all who fupported Innocence |” 
After thefe few words, the King retired into his. 
apartments with his fatherjand brother. He ad-. 
mitted them to a fhare in all tbe joys of his. 


court, and fent twenty flaves, magnificently dref-. 


fed, in queft of his mother. This family, fo hap- . 
pily reunited, livedi in the blefings of the moft;. 
affećtionate unity, gratefulto the Almighty, and - 


"faithful to the law written by his great Pro- 


phet, till the moment when they were called, . 


by the decreę „of fate, from this world to a 
better. 


adi having thus finifhed the hiftory of: 
Illage. Mabomet, or tbe Imfrudent, added fome 
reflećtions, 
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refieGtions, fitted to make an impreflion on the | 
mind of the King, whofe attention he had beem' 
fo fortunate ag toengage. | 

« Sire!” faid he to him, ** if the fon, when” 
he became a King, had conducted himfelf as 
rafhly, as the father when he was a minifter, 
innocence would have been facrificed to jealou- 
fy and ambition, and a whole family devoted, 
for life, to mifery and remorfe. There is al- 
ways fomething gained by delay. Appearan- 
ces are equally againft me, and envy hath a- 
* vailed itfelf of them, to make me' appear guilty : 
but I have heaven and your wildom on my 
fide.” 

When the young man had done fpeaking, : 
Bohetzad turned towards his minifters. * I 
do not mean,” faid he, * that crimes fhould 
remain unpunifhed. But truth, even when it 
comes from the mouth of an enemy, ought to 
be efteemed precious. This criminal hath well 
remarked, that there can be nothing loft by 
taking time to reflect. Let him be carried-back 
to prifon.  - J 

The Viziers were enragecd. Dzlay might 
difcover the truth, through the cloud, under 
which they had concealed it. As they jointly 
endeavoured to conceal the ftratagems they had 
devifed in fecret, the third among them went 
early next day tó the levee. The King enquic- 
ed, if the interval that had elapfed, had produca ' 
cd no new light, : 

Gz tŚirej" 


48. " AKABIAN TALES, 


« Sire,” replied this minifter, * the police, . 
which, under your Majefty*s orders, we exercife, . 
maintains the peace of your capital, and all - 
would be perfeftly quiet, if the throne, and . 
your bed, were avenged of the outrage of this : 
fon of a villain, whofe punifhment your Ma- 
jefty ftill delays. The people are murmuring 
at it; and I fhould have thought myfelf want- 
lngin my duty, had I concealed from you their 
uneafinefs, the confequences of which may be 
dangerous. Itis never too foon to prevent a - 
rebellion; and that, which is now. forming, 
would be extremely fatal.” 

Conftrained by thefe obfervations, the King 
commanded the criminal to be brought before 
him: ** Unhappy man !” faid he to him, * thou 
fhalt never f1mmon me to thetribunal of heaven 
for having haftened thy punifhment. I have 
liftened to all the weak fhifts, by which thou 
haft defended thyfelf:. I have weighed their 
value. But veferve and circumfpećtion havę 
an end. My people murmur: Their patience 
and mine is exhaufted. Heaven and earth 
łook to me for juftice, and thou haft reach- 
ed thy laft moment. 

« Sire,” replied the modeft Aladin, ** do the 
people look for an example of your juftice? 
Irapatience is the fault of the people. But 
patience ought always to fit upon the throne, 
amidf the virtues which form its bafis and” 

fafety, 
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fafety, This virtue, necefary to all, and which 
cails upoh us, for that refignation, which we 
owe to the cternal decrees, raifed the patient ' 
Abofaber, from the bottom óf a SH even to 
the throne.” 

«Who is this Ahofaber?” afked the King, 
« give me a fhort account of his hiftory.” 


PEEK 
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Tbe Hiftory of abofaber, tbe Patent. 


A SE,” faid Aladin, * Abofaber, firnamed 
the Pażient, was a wealthy and generous'man, 
who lived ina village which he rendered happy 
by his charities. Fle was hofpitąbłe and benefi- 
cent to the poor; and. „every one that applied 
to him. His granaries wćre full, his ploughs 
were continualły at work, his fiocks covered 
„the plains, and he maintained plenty in the 
country. He had a wife and two children. 
And the happinefs ot this way of life, was Ai(- 
turbed by nothing but thedevaftationsofa mon- 
* ftrous lion, which ravaged the ftables and folds, 
belonging to the peaceful cultivators of thefe 
happy regions, according to its necefities, and 
thofe of its young. 

The wife of Abofaber wanted her hufband, at 


the head of his people, to hunt this animal, by 
whofe 
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whofe odłwióa they, on account of their" 
riches, were more particularly affected. ** Wife, (5 
faid Abofaber to her, * Let us have patience ! - 
«with this, every end may be gained. The 
lion, which you fpeak of, is direćted by his fa-' 
vage inftintt. We are not the only fufferers. 
He fpreads deftrućtion alfo among our neigh- 
bours. He will, fooner or latter, become a 
vićtim, to it, without our interference. Let 
us commit to heaven the care of our vengeance. 
It never leaves guilt unpunifhed.” 

The King of the country heard of the rava- 
ges of this lion, and ordered a general chace: 
The people immediately took arms: the lion 
was fought for, and foon furrounded on every 
fide. A fhower ofarrows was difcharged up- 
onhim. He became furious: hisbriftles ftood oń 
end, his eyes flafhed, he beat his fides with his 
terrible tail, and, fetting up tremenduous roar- 
idgs, darted with fury upon the neareft of the 
hunters. This was a young man of nineteen- 
years of age, mounted upon a vigorous horfe. 

At the cries of the lion, the courfer was 
feized with terror, and his ftrength inftantly 
failed him. He fell, and died as if he had been 
ftruck with- a thunderbolt*. "The valiant 


knight 


*"The original Arabic expreffes this in very ftfong 
Jangnage. But the fignre would fhock the ears of owr_ 
readers, although, at the fame time, it is a juft defcrip- 


tión of the natural effect which the roaring of wild - 
beaf,s has upon tamed animals, - 
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knight foon got uppn his feet ; ańd, ińvoking. 
the name of the great Prophet, he plunged his. 
fcymetar, into the cnormou3 jaws which were: 
opened to devour him.. This esploit of cou- 
rage and intrepidity, gained him, together with 
the applaufes of his Sovereign, the office of 
commander in chief of all his troops. 

Abofaber, hearing of the lion*s death, faid 
to his wife: * See now, if punifhment does 
nct always await the guilty ! Sce of what ad- 
vantage patience hath been to ua ! Had 1 fol 
loweęd your advice, and expofed myfelf to the 
danger of attacking an animal, againft which 
it was neceffiry, to draw out fo much ftrength,. 
I woułd have loft my life, with all my peo= 
ple. » 

The dangerous lion did not pal difturb . 
the peaceful retreat of Abofaber. The inha- 
bitants of the village, did not ail enjoy the 
fame good. charaćter. One of them committed 
a confiderabl= robbery in the capital, and made 
his efcape, afier having murdered the mafter 
of the.houfe he had plundered. The King, 
informed of this double crime, fentin fearech of 
the relations and flaves of the man'who had 
been fo inhumanly murdered. No-one could 
give him any information, but by throwing 
out fufpicions, againft the inhabitants of tlie 
village, where Abofaber dwelt. Thefe. had 

the - 
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the character of very bad fubjećts, and 
were known to have frequeuted the houfe 
im which the murder and theft had been 
committed ; the perpetrators of which tliey 
were endeavouring to difcover. Upon this 
declaration alone, and without having recoutfe' 
to any other proof, the enraged Monarch com- 
mandcd an officer, at the head of a detachiment, 
to lay wafte the village, and bring away its 
jnhabitants, loaded with chains. 

'Thofe who are employęd i in the execution of 
fevere comnrands, frequently go bejond the' 
orders they have received. "Froops, very ill 
„difciplined, fpread their devaftation over all 
the neiglibouring country. They fpared only' 
the dwelling of Abofaber, and fix perfons of” 
Kis houfehold. But they pillaged his gra- 
naries, and lis fianding corn, with thofe of all' 
the inhabitants, 

"The wife cf Abofaberbewailed this difafier. 
<< We are ruined,” faid fhe to her hufband ; 
'« you fee our flocks carried cff with thofe of 
the guilty, notwithftanding the orders they: 
have to fpare whatever belongs to us. Śce 
with what injuftice we are treated. Speak to | 
the officers of the King.” * I have fpoken,”. 
faid Abofaber, * but they have not time to' 
hear me, ILet us have patience; tlie evil will: 

- recoil on thofe who commit it. Curfe on the 
Mia, who gives orders at once rigorous and 
urgent | 


4 
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urgent!  CGurfe on the man, who aćts without 
reflection! [I fear, that the evils which the 
King has brought upon us, will foon retura 
upon himfelf,” | 

An enemy of Abofaber had heard this dif- 
courfe, and reported ittothe King. * Thus,” 
faid he, ** fpeaks tle man, whom the goodnefs 
of your Majefty bad (pared!* "The Monarch 
inftantly gave orders, that Abofaber, his wife, 
and his two children, fhould be driven from 
the village, and banilhed from his dominions. 

The wife of the wife and refigned Mufful- 
man made loud complaints : fhe reproached tle 
authors of her calamity, and carried her refent- 
ment to excefs. ** Flave patience, wife,” faigl" 
he to her; * this virtue is the fovereign balm 
againft adverfity ; it gives falntary advices, and 
carries along with it hope and confolation. Let 
us go to the defert, fince they perfecute us 
here.” The good Abofaber lifted up his eyes, 
and bleffed the Almighty, as he purfued his 
journey with his family. But they had fcarce- 
ly entered the defert, when they were attacked 
by a band of robbers. They were plundered, 
their children were carried off; and, deprived 
of every refource, or human aid, they were 
left to the care of Providence. | 

The wife, having loft, by this new ftroke of 
fate, what was moft dear to her, gave free 
gourfe to her grief, and fet up mournful cries. 

« Ine 
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<« Tndolent man!” faid fhe to her hufband, 
*66 |ąy afide your liftlefinefs. Let.us purfue the 


q1obbers. If they "have any feeling of huma- | 


nity left, they will reftore us our children.” 

« Let us have. patlence !” replied Abofaber ; 
ś« jt is the only remedy for.evils which appear 
*defperate. Thefe robbers are well mounted; 
'naked and fatigued as we are, there is no pro- 
*bability óf our overtaking them. And fup- 
pofe we fhould fucceed in that, perhaps thefe 
barbarous men, harafled with our lłamenta- 
'tions, might put us to death.” "The wife grew 
"ealm, for the decay of her ftrength made her 
Unable to complain ; and they both arrived on 
the bank of a river, from whence they difco- 
vered a village. 

' «ć Sit down here,” faid Abofaber to his wife; 
«ć I will go to ftek a lodging, and fome cloaths 
fto cover us.” Saying this, he went away, 
«taking the road to the village, from which they 
were not far diftant. 

* Scarcely was Abofaher out of fight, when a 
gentleman, pafling near her, ftopped in afto- 
'nifhment, at feeling a moft beautiful woman, 
plundered and abandoned thus, in a folitary 
road. This objećt roufed his curiofity, and 
awakened his defires. He put feveral quef- 
tions to: her, which this fingular adventure 
might feem to authorife ; and fhe. anfwered 
<them: with fufficient fpirit. Thefe replies in- 
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*ereafed the hopes of the young man. ** Ma- 
dam,” faid he to her, ** you feem formed to 
enjoy a happier lot; and if you will accept of 
that which I will prepare for you, follow me, 
and, together with my hcart and hand, I offer 
you a fituation that deferves to be envied.” 
« [ have a hufband,” replied the lady, << to 
whom, unfortunate as he is, I am bound fot 
life.” © I have no time,” replied the gentle- 
man, * to convince you of the folly of a re- 
fufal iń your fituation. I love you. Mount 
my horfe without reply, or, with one ftroke of 
my fcymetar, I will terminate both your mife 
fortunes and your life.” 

The wife of Abofaber, forced to yield to 
her ravifher, before fhe departed, wrote thefe 
words upon the fand: ** Abofaber, your paw 
*tience hath coft you your fortune, your chil.- 
dren, and your wife, who is carried off from 
you. Heaven grant that it may not prove 
full more fatal to you!” 

While fhe traced thefe words, the gentle- 
man quitted his horfe's bridle ; and when eve- 
rything was ready, he feized his prey, and dif- 
appeared. 

' Abofaber, on his return, fought for his 
fpoufe, and called upon her in vain. He de- 
manded her of all nature, but nature was fi- 
lent. He caft his eyes upon the ground, and 
there learned his misfortune. He could not. 
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„reftrain the firft accents of grief; he tore his 
hair, rent his breaft, and bruifed himfelf with 
ftrokes. But foon becoming quiet, after all 
this agitation: ** Have patienoe Abofaber !* 
„faid he to himfelf, ** thou loveft thy wife, and 
art beloved by her. (God hath undoubtedły 
„fuffered her to fail into tke fituation, in which 
fhe is, in order to fnatch her from more dreadful 
_evils. Does it become thee to fearch into the 
fecrets of Providence? It is thy part to fub- 
mit, and to ceafe from fatiguing and offending 
heaven, by thy cries, and thy complakits.” 
"Thefe refleltions completely reftored his tran- 
quillity ; and, abandoning the defign he had of 
„returning to the village from which he came, 
-he took the road.to a city, whofe diftant fpires 
had attraćted his attention. : 

As he approached it, he perceived a num- 

_ber of workmen, engaged in conftrućting a pa- 
„Jace for the King. "The overfeer of this work 
took hold of him by the arm, and obliged him 
„to labour with his workmen, under pain of 
being fent to prifon. Abofaber was forced to 
have patience, while he e ! rted himfelf to the 
utmoft, receiving no wages but a litile bread 
„and water. 

Fe had been a month in this laborious and 
unprofitable fituation, when a workman, falling 
rom a ladder, broke his leg. This poor un- 
Biappy man fet up dreadful cries, interrupted 
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by complaints, and imprecations. Abofaber 
approached him: © Companion,” faid he to” 
him, ** you encreafe your misfortunes, inftead- 
of relieving them. Have patience! The 
frut(s of this virtue arealways falutary ; it fup- 
ports us under calamity, and fuch is its power, - 
that it can raife a man to the throne, even" 
though he were caft into the bottom of a* 
well.” 

The Monarch of the country was, at this 
mfęjnent, at one of the windows of his palace, 
to which the cries of the unfortunate work- 
man had drawn him : he had hcard Abofaber's" 
drfcourfe, and „was offended at it. ** Let this 
man be arrefted,** faid he to one of his officers, 
«and brought before me.” The oflicer obey- 
ed. Abofaber was-in the pvefence of the ty= 
rant, whofe pride he had unintentionally fhock- 
ed. 

«« Infolent fellow !* faid this barbarous King 
to him, ** can patience then bring a man from 
the bottom of a weil to a throne? Thcu art 
going to put the truth of thy own maxim to 
the trial.” , At the fame time he ordered him 
to be let down to the bottom of a dry and deep 
well, which was within the palace. There he 
vifited him regularly every day, carrying him 
two morfels of bread. ** Abofaber,” would - 
he fay to him, * you appear to me to be ftill at 
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the bottom of the well : when is your patience: 
to raife you to-the throne?” 

The more this unfeeling Monarch infulted. 
his prifoner, he became the more refigned. 
« Let us have patience,”” would he fay to him= 
felf ; ** let us not repel contempt with reproach;. 
we are not fuflered to avenge ourfelves in any 
fhape whatever. Let us allow the crime to. 
come to its full height ; heaven fees, and Grad: 
is our judge. Let us have patience.” |. 

The King had a brother, whom he had ał- 
ways .concealed from every eye, in a fecret 
part of the palace. But fufpicion and uneafinefs: 
made him afraid, left. he fhould one day be car. 
ried off, and placed upon the throne. Some: 
time ago, he had fecretly let him down into 
the bottom of this well we have fpoken of.. 
This unhappy vićtim of politicks, foon funk 
under fo many diftreffes. He died; but this 
event was not known, although the other parts 
of the fecret had tranfpired. 

The grandęes of the realm, and, the whole. 
nation, fhocked at a capricious crnelty, which 
expofed them all to the f1me danger, rofe, with. 
one accord, againft the tyrant, and affaflinated 
him. The adyenture of Abofaber had been. 
long fince forgotten. One of the officers of 
the palace reported, that the King went every 
day to carry bread to a man who wa: in the 
well, and to converfe with him.. This idea led 
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their thoughts to the brother, who had been 
fo cruelly ufed by the tyrant. They ran to 
the well, went down into it, and found there 
the paticnt Abofaber, whom they took for the 
prefumptive heir to thecrown. Without giv- 
ing him time to fpeak, or to make himfelf 
known, they condućted him to a bath ; and he 
was foon cłothed in the royal purple, and pla- 
ced upon the throne. 

The new King, always fteady to his princi- 
ples, left heaven to operate in his favour, and 
was patient. His deportment, his referve, and 
his eoolnefs, difpofed men to prophecy well of 
* his reign; and the wifdom of his conduct jafti-- 
fied thefe happy prefages. Not contented to 
weigh, with indefatigable patience, the deci- 
fions of his own judgment, he was prefent, as 
often as poflible, at all the bufinefs of the ftate. 
« Viziers, cadis, minifters of juftice,”* faid he 
to them, ** before deciding haftily, take pa- 
tience, and enquire.” They admired his wif- 
dom, and yielded themfelves to its direćtion. 
Such was the difpofition of their minds with 
refpećł to him, when a train of events produ- 
ced a great change in it. 

A neighbouring Monarch, driven from his 
dominions by a powerful enemy, vanquifhed, 
and followed by a fmall retinue, took refuge 
with Abofaber, and implored, on his knees, 
the hofpitality, afliftance, and good offices of a 
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King, renowned for his virtues, and efpecially 
for his patience. 

Abofaber difmifed his divan to converfe 
with this exiled Prince; and as foon as they 
were alone, he: faid to him, ** Behold in.me,. 
Abofaber, your former fubjećt, unjuftly fpoil- 
ed, by you, ofall his fortune, and banifhed. 
from your kingdom. Obferve the juft dif- 
ference in the conduśt of heaven' toward” 
us. [I departed from my village, reduced: 
by you to the laft point of wretchednefs. . 
I fubmitted, however, to my lot, was patient, . 
and Providence hath condućted me te the - 
throne ; while your paffionate,: cruel, and rafh. * 
condućt' hath brought 'you down from one. 
Tt appears to me, that, in feeing"you thus at 
my difęretion, I am commiffioned to execute on : 
you the decrees of heaven, as a warning to. 
the wicked.”* 

After this reproof, and without waiting a 
reply, Abofaber commanded his officers to 
ftrip the exiled King, and all his followers, and. 
drive them from the city.. Thefe orders were 
inftantly put in execution; but they occafioned 
fome murmurs.. Should an unfortunate and. 
fuppliant Kińg be treated with fo much rigour? 
This feemed contrary to all the laws of equity, . 
of humanity, and of policy. 

Some time after this, Abofaber having been 
informed, that a band of robbers infefted a 
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part of his dominions, fent troops in purfuit' | 
of them. They were furprifed, furronnded, 
and brought before him. The King recog- 
mzed them, to be thofe who had carried off 
his children ; and privately interrogated their 
chief. * In fach afituation,” faid he to him, 
** and in fuch a defert, you found a man, a 
woman, and two children. You plundered 
the father'and mother, and carried away their 
chiłdren. What have you done with them? 
What is become of them ?*” 

« Sire,” replied the chief of the' robbers, 
<< thefe children are amorg us, and we will 
give them to your Majefły to'difpofe of them 
as you pleafe. We are ready, moreover, to de- 
liver into your hands all that we have heaped 
up in our profeflion. Grant us life and par- 
don ; receive us into the number of your fub- 
jefts; we will return from our evil courfes ; 
and no foldiers in your Majefty”s fervice, 
fhall be more devoted to you than we. The 
King fent for the children, feized the riches of 
the robbers, and caufed their heads to be in- 
ftantly ftruck off, without regarding their re- 
pentance, or intreaties. 

The fubjećts of Abofaber, feeling this hafty 
condućt, and recollećting the treatment of the 
exiled Monarch, in a fhort time, did not know 
their own. ** What precipitation *” faid they. 
6* [s this the compaflionate King, who, when the 
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cadi was about to infićt any punifhmmenć, con" 
tinually repeated to him, * Watt, examine, de * 
notbing ra/bly ; bave patience!” They were 
extremely furprifed ; but a new event render- 
ed them ftill more fo. 

A gentleman came with complaints againft - 
his wife.  Abofaber, before hearing them, - 
faid to him, ** Bring your wife along with you; + 
if it be jufł for me to lifien to your arguments, 
it cannot be lefs foto hear her's.? 'The-gen- 
tleman went out, and, in a few moments after, . 
returned with his wife. The king had fcarce- 
ly looked at her, when he ordered her to be ' 
conducted into the palace, and the man's head 
to be cut off, who had come to complain of 
her. 'The-order was obeyed. The Viziers, 
the officers, and the whole divan murmured 
aloud, that Abofaber might hear them. ** Ne- 
ver was there feen fuch an aćt of violence,” 
faid they among themfelves. ** The King, - 
who was .bcheaded, was never guilty of fo 
fhocking an aGtion ; , and, this brother, coming 
out of a well, and promifing at firft wifdom, 
and prudence, is carried, in cold blood, to an 
excefs which borders on madnefs.”  Abofaber 
liftened, and remained patient, till at length, a 
wave of his hand having impofed filence, he 
fpoke as follows : 

« Viziers, cadis, minifters of juftice, and 
all ye vaffals of the crown, who hear me, I 
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Kace' always advifed you againft precipitation. 
in your jadgments; you owe me the famte at- 
tention, and I pray you hear me. 
| « Arrived at a pointof good fortune, to which 
I.had never even dared to afpire, the circum- 
ftances whiclr were neeeflary for my .fuccefs 
being fo difficult to be united ; iadifferent as to 
,thecrown which I wear, and to which I had no 
rightby my birth ; it only remains for me, to 
gain your efłeem, by jufłifying the motives of 
my condućł, and making myfelt known to you. 
« [ am not brother to che King whom you 
judged unworthy to reign; I am a man of 
mean birth. Perfecuted, undone, and driven 
from my country, I took refuge in this king= 
dom, after having feen my two children and 
my wife torn from me in the way. I devoutly 
fubmitted to the ftrokes which fate had laid 
on me, when, at the entrahce of this city, I 
was feized by force, and conftrained to labour 
atithe buiłding of the palace. Convinced in: 
my mind, that patience is the moft neceflary 
virtue to man, I exhorted one of my felłow -la- 
bourers to bear, witli refignation, a dreadful evil 
he had met with in breaking his leg. Pa- 
tience, faid I to him, że fo great a uiriue, tbat 
tt could ratfe a man to tbe tkrone, altbougb be : 
were cafł into tbe bottom of a well, 
« The King, my predecefior, heard me. This 
maxim fhocked him, and that inftant, he caufed. 
me 
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me be let down into the well, from włiich ote 
took me, to fet me on the throne. 

« When a neighbouring Monarch; driven by: 
_an ufurper from his dominions, came to implore ' 
my afhfłance, I rccognized in him, my own 
Sovereign, who had unjuftly ftripped me of all 
my poffeffions, and fent me into banifhment. I 
was not the only object of his capricious eruel- 
ties ; I faw all his fubjećts groaning under them. 

% *'The robbers, whom I punifhed, had.carried 
ofi my children, and reduced me to the laft 
_ point of wretchednefs. 

6 In fine, the gentleman whom I caułed to be 
bcheaded, is he who violently took away my 
wife. 

« [n all thefe judgmients, I have not had' 
the revenge of my own particular offences in - 
view. King of thefe dominiens by your 
choice, the inftrument of God upon earth, I. 
did not think myfelf at liberty to yield to.an- 
stbitrary clemency, which would have weaken- 
ed yvur power. lt was my duty to execute 
the decrees of Providence upon fuch as were 
clearly convicted of guilt, and to cut off from 
fociety, mortals too dangerous for it. 
<« A tyrannical king, who refpeóts notthe laws, 
and is only direćted by his paflions and caprice, 
is the fcourge of his people. Ifit is not ław- 
fal to make any attempt upon his life, it is 
fall les fo, to grant him fuch affiftance, as' 
would - 
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«wotild authorifehim inthe perpetualexercife of 
revenge, and in the inlulgence of the injuftice 


„and atrocity of his di(pofition. It is even wife 


to dzprive him of the means of it. 

« Villains, whofe fule occupation is to at- 
„tack caravans, plunder travellers, and who are 
accuftomed to nothing but diforder, can never 
become ufeful and valuable citizens. Tkey 


„deferve II lefs to be admitted to the honour 


of defending their country. Banifhment to 
them is oały a return to thcir former life. By 


'increafing their number, the evils of the worki 


are rendered perpetual. 

«« The ravifher of a wife, is a monfłer in 
fociety, from which it ought to be freed. The 
„man who indulges himfelf in this crime, is 
capable of every other. 

«« Such are the motivesof my.conduśt ; feveri- 
ty cofts me more than any one elle. Bnt I fhould 
shave been unworthy of the confidenoc.of my 
people, and wanting in the duties of the throne, 
had I not exercilfed it in this fitnation. 

« ]f I have exceeded the limits ot my autho- 
rity, ] am ready to refign it into your hands. 
Reunited to my wifeand my children, and thus 
loaded with the moft precious bleflings of the 
Almighty, I fhould have nothing left but to 
wifh you happy days, under a government 
wifer than mine.” 
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When Abofaber had finifhed this juftikca- 
tion of his condućt, admiration and refpećt 
held the whole aflembly in filence. Soon, how- 
"ever, a fhout, followed by a thoufand others, 
refounded through the divan. Long live Abo- 
„fabet ! Long live our King ! Long live the pa- 
'tient Monarch ! may he live for ever ! and may 
his rciga endure to cternity !” 

The King, having returned into his apart- 
" ment, fent for his wife and his children ; and 
after yielding to the fweet impulfes of nature; 
« Behold,”” faid he to his fpoufe, ** the fruits 
of patience, and the confequences 'of rafhnefs. 
'Give up at laft your prejudices, and engrave 
on the hearts of our children thefe important 
truths. Good and evil happen under the in- 
fpećtion of Providence, and his divine wif- 
dom infallibly beftows the punifhment or tke. 
reward, The patient man, who fubmits to 
his lot, is fooner or later, crowned with honour 

After having ended his ftory, Aladin kept 
a refpećtful filence. Bohetzad fcemed loft in 
thought. * How is it poffible,” faid he, © 
« that the maxims of wifdom fhould flow from 
the lips of a man, whofe heart muft be cor- 
rupted, and whoófe foul muft be guilty.” 
« Young man!” added he, addrefling himfelf 
to the fuppefed criminal, « Twill ftill defer 
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your punifhment till to-morrow. Youare to 
be carried back to prifon. The advices. which 
you have given me fhall have their proper ef- 
feft. A. profefled robber ought to be cut ofł 
from the clafsofcitiżens, from that of the defen- 
ders of the kingdom, and from the „whole 
world. But, as you have at the fame time 
guarded me againft precipitation in judgment, 


4 confent that you live, during the remainder 


of this day and the following night.” Atthefe 
words the King difmified the aflembly. 

The Viziers took counfel together, refpec- 
ting the ftep they fhould take, to fecure the 
deftrućtion of the favourite. Perceiving the 
punilhment fo often delayed, it was their bufi- 
nefs to alarm the King, refpećting the danger- 
ous effects of his clemency, and his weaknefs, 
in allowing himfelf to be led away by thefe 
difeourfes, prepared on purpofe to fufpend an 
act of juftice, which was abfolutely neceflary. 
He ought to banifh from the people every fuf- 
picion of weaknefs on the part of the govern- 
ment, and fhew them that equity was its foun- 
dation. 

The artful detail of this reafoning was en- 
trufted to the fourth Vizier ; and this minifter 


came next morning to Bohetzad to perform his 


part. 
The poifon of fattery was artfully mingled 
with remonftrances, wlich KLATA to be dic- 
Ve. III. I tated 
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- tated by a difinterefted zeal, and made a deep 


impreflion on the King. He ordered the fu- 
perintendant to be brought before him, as for- 
merly, with all the apparatus of punifhment. 
« Unhappy man!” łaid he to him, * I have 
reflelted enough to punifh you for your crime. 
May your death, if it be pofible, make me for= 
get it for ever!” ' 

« Sire |”? repłied Aladin, with refpećt and 
firmnefs, * I receive, with fubmiflion, the fen- 
tence of my crime. It is dićtated by circum- 
dtances ; and were it not, I feel that the mifery 
cf having fallen under your difgrace, would be 
worfe to me. The facrifice once made, I can 
repent ofit no more, But the day will come, 
when your Majefty, regretting your unjuft pre- 
<cipitation, will repent that you did not fuf- 
ficiently confult the rules of prudence, as it 
happened to Bhazad, the fon of Cyrus, founder 


„ef the Syrian empire, 
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j Hiftory of Bbasad, tbe Impatient. 


Bnazan was a prince poflefled of every ex- 
ternal accomplifhment. His beauty, celebrated 
by the poets, was become proverbial among all 
nations, He was the delight of every company, 


and fcarcely any thing was noticed in it but 
kimfelf. 
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Kimfelf. One day, while he was unperceived, 
his beauty became the fubjećt of converfation. 
After it had been much praifed, one who was 
prefent, and had: till then been filent, added, 
« Prince Bhazad is doubtlefs one of the.moft 
beautiful men in the world: but I know a wo» 
man, who in this refpećt, is much more fuperi= 
or to her own fex, than he is to his.” 

This difcourfe roufed the curiofity of Bhazad 
more than his pride : and addreffing himfelf in 
private to the man who fpoke thus, * Might 
ońe know from you,” faid he to him, * the 
name of this beauty, in whofe praife you have 
juft now fpoken?” * Prince,” replied this 
man, ** fhe is tlie daughter of one of the moft 
iłuftrious vaffals of the Syridn throne ; and if 
lie enchants every eye by her external charms, 
the virtues-of her hcart and of her mind, Con- 
tribute ftill more tomake her perfect.” Thefe 
few words made a lively impreflion on the 
heart of Bhazad. He could think of nothing, 
but of the objećt, whofe prailes he had heard, 
and he endeavoured to make a conqueft of her. 
The fire which confumed him, foon injured 
his health, rendered him thoughtful, and foli- 
tary ; and the King his father, being furprifed 
at this change, upon enquiring of kim, wasin= 
formed of its caufe. 

Bhazad, after having made a confeflion of 
his paffion to Cyrus, fuffered from him fome 
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reproaches for his referve. ** Why have you: 
concealed.from me the ftate of your heart?” 
faid he to him. * Areyou ignorant, that Ihave 
ałl power over the Prince, whofe daughter you . 
are dęfirous to marry ? Are you afraid that he 
will not accept the stonour of our alliance ?* Up- 
on this Cyrus fent in queft of the father of the 
young beauty, and demanded her for his fon. 
The dowry, which was to be three hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold, was agreed upon at 
once. But.the future father-in-law required 
that the celebraticn of the nuptials SEO be 
delayed for nine months. 

« Nine months without fecing her! faid 
the impatient Bhazad to himfelf. * Nine 
months without poffefing her ! It is infupport- 
able.” He quickly formed the aefi gn of going to 
fer. He mounted the bet courfer in his ftables,. 
and immediately departed, having provided him- 
felf with fome neceflary articles, fnch as a bow, 
a lance, and a fcymetar. He was not far from. 
the capital of Syria, when he was attacked by 
a band of robbers, His undaunted countenance, 
and his martial air, made an impreffion upon 
them ; and far from endeavouring, according to 
their ufual cuftom, to murder him, after they 
had robbed him, they propofed to him a very dif- 
ferent plan, and promifed him his lifs, on con- 
dition that he would affociate with them. In 
renouncing life, Bhazad never could have en- 
enjoyed: his love ; yet the profeffian of a rob-. 
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Kber was repugnant to his difpofition. He- 
thought it neceflary to difcovet to thefe vaga- 
bonds his rank, his projećts, and the fatal de- 
lay ofnine months, which his impatience had 
been unable to endure. Upon this declaration, 
the chiefof the robbers replied tohim : * We will 
fhorten this delay. We know the caftle in 
which the objsćt of your love dwells, and the 
ftrength that defends it. March at our head ; 
we will attack it; and no obftacie fhall be able 
to refift us, All we afx of you for this impor- 
tant fervice, is a fhare in the dowry, your fu- 
ture protećtion, and a delay of fome days to 
prepare ourfelves for the eńterprife.”” 

Bhazad, in his impatience, thought himfelf 
already on the very point of happincfs. Every 
metliod feemed juft to him, which could ferve his 
paflion ; and he was by no means delicate in the 
clioice of them. Thus he deliberated no more, 
but continued his journey, at the head of the 
robbers. 

They foon met a numerous caravan ; and the 
robbers, conftrained by their natural propenfity, 
attacked it in diforder. They were repulfed, 
however, with the lofs of feveral men, and a 
confiderable number of prifoners, among whom, 
Bhazad was included. He was conducted to 
the capital of the country to which the caravan 
was travelling. The commander of it, after 
relating his adventure, prefented Bhazad to the 
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King: * Here, Sire, is a young man, who, in. 
our opinion, deferves to be diftinguilhed from 
the reft ; and we befeech your Majefty to dil. 
pofe of him according to your pleafure.”” 

The countenance of the captive attracted 
the particular attention of the King. * Who. 
are you, young man?” enquired the Prince.. 
* You feem not to have been born for the crimi- 
nał profeflion you follow. How did you fall: 
into the hands of the caravan ?” 

Bhazad, left he fhould difhonour his refpec= 
table name, was unwilling to make himfelf" 
known.  * Sire,” replied he, * my appearance - 
ought not to impofe upon your Majefty : I am,. 
and always have been a profefled robber.” 

«Your anfwer,” laid the King, ** is your fen- - 
tence of death. Yet; faid he to himfelf, *I 
ought to be ralh in nothing. Regard muft 
„be had to his youth and external qualities, 
_ which feem to diftinguifh him from people of 
his profeflion. If this young man is in reality 
a robber, he deferves punifament ; but if he is 
- an unfortunate fport ofdeftiny, who hath fought 
for death as a deliverance from the forrows of” 
life, one may become an accomplice -in his 
 'erime, by not inftantły preventing his death. 
The prudent Sovereign having made this foli- 
loquy, ordered Bhazad to be fhut up in clofe 
confinement, expećting fome great difcovery 
recfpeftińg his rank. 

In. 
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In the mean time, the King of Syria, hav-- 
ing, in queft of his fon, fearched his dominions. 
ia vain, addreffed circular letters to all the So- 
vereigns of Afia. One of them came to the 
King, in whofe dominions Bhazad was in cuf- 
tody. From the defcription which it gave of 
him, he had no doubt, but that the young ad- 
venturer, whom he kept in prifon, was the 
well-beloved fon of the powerful Monarch ef 
Syria. What reafon had he to applaud him- 
felf for not having hurried his jadgment! 

Hefent immediateły for the prifoner, and afk- 
ed him his name. * My name is Bhazad,” re- 
plied the young man. * You are the fon then 
of King Cyrus: but what motives determined 
you to conceal your birth? Had I not been 
flow in the execution of punifhment, it would 
have cofł you your life, and me the remorfe 
of having treated you as a vile affafiin.” 
<< Sire,” replied Bhazad, after having reveal- 
ed to him the fecret of his efcape, * finding 
myfelf feized among robbers, in whofe crimes 
(I had involuntarily fhared, I preferred death 
to fhame, and was unwilling to difhonour a 
name fo illuftrious.”” 

« Son,” replied the fage Monarch, ** there 
has been a great deal of imprudence in your 
behaviour. You ws ón love, and aflured of 
enjoying, in a few months, the objećt of your 
affeftion. See to what rafhnefs and impatience 

hath. 
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hath brought you.  Inftead of waiting pa- 
tintly till rou fhould become the fon-in-law' 
of one of your father”s noble vaffals ; after hav- 
ing quitted the court of Syria without per- 
miflion ; and after having incautioufly expofed. 
yourlelf to be murdered, by the robbers who. 
infef thefe deferts, you joined yourfelf to thefe 
vagabonds, to carry off, by force, the woman, . 
who was voluntarily to be given you in mar- 
riaze. See into what a train of crimies you. 
have drawn yourfelf. Check tliis paffion, and. 
calm your limpatience. | will procure you 
the means of uniting yourfelf foon to the Prin- 
cefs, whofe hand you are anxious to obtain. 
But as every thing ought to be done, in a man-- 
ner fuitable to her condition, and your rank,. 
we will hurry nothing.” 

After this, the King, having made Bhazad: 
be magnificently drefled, appointed him lodg- 
ings in his palace, and admitted him to his ta- 
ble. He wrote to Cyrus,. to fet him at cafe 
refpećting the fate of his fon, wliofe equipage 
was getting ready, that he might appear with 
more fplendor, at the court of the Prince, 
whofe daughter he was about to efpoufe. 

The impatient Bhazad faw thefe prepara- 
tions with uneafinefs. The attention which 
was paid to them retarded his happinefs. At 
length, however, the' order for his departurę 
was given, and he might begin his journey. 


A fmall 
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A fmall army efcorted him ; but every halt 
which it made, appeared an age to this ena- 
moured Priace. 

Meffengers had been difpatched to the fa- 
ther of the Princefs, to inform him of the arri< 
val of his fon-in-law. He came, with: his 
daughter, covered tvith a veil, to receive him, 
at the gate of his caftle, and allotted him a 
magnificent apartment, next żo that of his fu= 
ture fpoufe. All the arrangements had been 
previoufly fixed by the two fathers. The 
term of nine montl:s would be elapfed in three 
days ; and all the preparations, fuitable to this 
fo mueh wifhed for union, were finifhed. 

Bhazad was only feparated from the objećt 
of his afiećtion, by the brcadth cf z thin wall. 
In three days he might fee, and poffefs her. 
But this wall was like Mount Arafat to him ; 
and thefe threc days feemmed an cternity. As 
he conitantly enquired what fhe was doing, he 
learned, that fhe was at her toilet, aflifted by 
her female flaves, and without her veil. This 
was the time for him to furprife her, and behold 
herat his pleafure. He prefently examincd al! 
the openings of his apartment, to find fome 
way of gratifying liis impatience and curiofity. 
He difcovered, to his misfortune, a fmall gra- 
ted window, to which he applied his eye. 
But an eunuch, placed thefe on guard, per- 
ceived the inquifitive man, and without know- 
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ing him, ftruck him with the pe od: of his fcy 
metar, which at once run thrzęk oth his eyes, 
and dręw from him a piercing cry, which foon 
collected around him all thofe engaged in his 
fervice. 

They ftood around the woślnded: enqiiiring. 
the caufe which could have reduced him to 
the unhappy fituation he was in. His' mif- 
fortune difcovered to him his crime. * It was 
my impatience,” replied he with forrow. * I 
have too foon forgotten the fage advices of the 
King, my benefaltor. Inthree days, I would 
have feen and enjoyed her, who was to crown 
my happinefs; but I was unable. to bear tliis 
delay with patience. I wifhed to enjoy be- 
forehand the plezfure of feeing her, and for 
this I am punifhed with the lofs of my fight.** 

* In this manner,” added Aladin, © did'the 
impatient Bhazad, on the very point of be- 
, coming happy, lofe that hope for ever: And 
was condenined to the moft cruel lofs, in be- 
ing deprived of the fenfe of feeing. He ought 
to have recollećted the dangers to which his 
former imprudence had expofzd him; with. 
what maturity of deliberation, with what wife 
delay, the Monarch, to whom he was indebt- 
_ ed for his fortune and life, had conducted him- 
felf with refpećt to him, and he ought to have 
yielded entirely to his advice. But it is not 
from aćting without reflećtion, that experience * 
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rs acquired, and the wife alone can profit py 
that of others,” 


The vdRE fuperintendant, having made an 
end og fpeaking, Bohetzad, drowned in thought, 
difmifed the aflembly, and remanded the cri- 
minal to prifon. 

The next day was the fifth Vizier's turn, 
and accordingly he went to the palace, deter- 
mined to haften the crifis of the bloody fcene, 
which had been fo often delayed. ** Sire,” 
faid he te the King, ** before fpeaking to your 
Majefty of any other bufinefs, it is my duty, 
to reprefent to you the imminent danger you 
run, in delaying the punifhment, which you 
onght to infićt, on this fon of the chief of the 
robbers. The law which condemns him is 
clear. Every fubjećt who looks upon a wo- 
man is liable to death ; and I cannot reflect, 
"without horror, that he hath dared to look 
even upon the Queen. Refpećt for the throne 
hath' had no weight with this ralh fedu- 
cer ! What law will not hereafter be violated, 
if the tranfgreflion of that, whofe anthority I 
now urge, fhould remain unpunifked The 
people, juftly alarmed at the confequences, €x- 
peót from your Majefty a fignal inftance of fe- 
xerity. The voice of the people is the voice 
4f God. This wife precept, known in all ages, 
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acquires, particularly at prefent, tlie force of 
a command. 

Bohetzad felt his' JARE UREś, at the affront 
which he thought he had received, rekindle 
within him, and blamed himfelf for having he- 
fitated too long in avenging it. He ordered 

„the criminal to be brought before him, with 

the inftruments of punifhment. * I have lif- 
tened to thee too long,” faid he to him, ** as 
foon as he appeared. Thy words are artful 
and fale; thy crime is proved, and thou art 
about to lofe thy life.” 

« I have committed no crime,” replied Ala- 
din; * and my innocence fecures me the pro- 
tećtion of heaven. It belongs to the guilty to 
tremble; as for me I am calm. It is impofli- 
ble for them to efcape punifhment ; and with 
whatever fuccefs their malice may fłatter them, 
yct I forewarn them, that fooner or later, 
they fhall experience the lot of King Dabdin, 
and his Vizier. - 

« Here are new charafiers ftill upon the 
fcene,”* replied Bohetzad. ** What leflons can 
they give us, that relate to thee?” 


. 


Hiftory of Rauie, tbe Refigned. 
ę OrRE,” continued Aladin, ** Dabdin, a 


powerfuł Monarch, had two VWiziers, whofe 
names 
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names were Zorachan and Caradan. Zora. 
«chan had a daughter, of exquifite beauty, who 
was named Ravie. Her virtues were equal] 
to her other perfećtions, and refted on a folid : 
bafis. She was a good Mahometan, particu- 
larly devoted to the ftudy of the divine Alco- 
ran, religious, and regular in her devotions. 
King Dabdin, having become enamoured of 
her, from her character alone, afked her in 
marriage from her father Zorachan. This 
minifter demanded permiffion to mention the 
affair to his daughter. The King granted it, 
on condition that it fhould be fpeedily ended. 

"The Vizier, having communicated to his 
daughter, the .Monarch's intentions, * Fa. 
ther,” replied- Ravie, * I have no inclination 
for marriage. Oftwo unequal alliances, which 
might be in my power, I wowid always pre- 
fer that which appeared below my ftation, that 
I might be certain, at leaft, of having a hufband, 
who would marry no other woman but myfelf, 
Inftead of being the wife of a King, I fhould 
only be the fharer of his bed, and fee my. 
felf reduced to the condition of my hufband”s 
flave. I feel, that I have not power to fupport 
the mortification of riyals.” 

Dabdin fmiled at this reply, which Zoraa 
chan reported to him. It was agreeable to the 
natural fentiments of a woman, who might be 
fuppofed to poffefs delicacy, and a turn for re- 
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qećtion. The dilcovery of thefe virtnes did 
not weaken the Monarch's paffion. * Go tell 
yqur daughter, that I love her,” faid he to the 
„Vizier. ** Let my love and my paffion diflipate 
her feats; but I muft have her for my wife.” 

Zorachan returned to Ravie, to intimate to 
her the command of the Monarch. ** Father,” 
ę zeplied fhe, afflicted and terrified, * I prefer 

death to the facrifice you require. Rather would 
TI feed with the wild beafts of the defert, than 
fubmit to this tyranny. I go to the defert, to 
feek an afylum, and there the Great Prophet- 
will watch over my life.” 

. Zorachan, confidering the firmnefs of his 
dauglter, and the orders of the King, knew 
not what refolution to take.  Comftrained, 
however, by paternal affection, he determined 
to fly, with his daughter, into a ftrange coun- 
try, carrylng with him his moft valuable ef- 
fećts. They mounted the beft horfes in the 
ftable, and, followed by fome flaves, took to- 
gether the road to the defert. 

As foon as Dabdim was informed of their 
„Aight, he took the field, with a numeron$ par= 
„ty. Some officers, mounted upon fwift cout- 
'fers, went before him in the fearch. In vain 

nad the Vizier.and his daughter haftened their . 
journey; they were overtaken and ftopped. 
„Dabdin came up, and with one blow of his 
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Dabotr *, bruifed the head'of Zorachan. He 
fcized Ravie, carried her to the palace, and 
forced her to accept of a hand that was ftained 
with blood. * * 

The forrowful Ravie, fubmitting to her fate, 
concealed in her heart the grief which con- 
fumed her, on feeing herfelf the wife of her 
father*s murderer. Her attention to duty, her 
religion, and her piety, yielded her confolation ; 
and, in fpite of an habitual melancholy, the 
fweetnefs of her difpofition, joined to the 
charms of her perfon, gained her, more and 
more, the affećtion of her hufband, who could 
not live but in-her prefence. But it became 
neceffary, that he f(hould leave her. 

The enemy appeared on his frontiers, and 

_threatened an invafion. Dabdin, full of war- 
like ardour, put himfelf at the headof his army, 
and went to face the danger. But, before he 
departed, he entrufted the reins of government 
to the hańds of his Vizier, Caradan, in whom 
he had complete confidence. ** Take care,” 
faid he to him at the fame time, ** of Rawvie, 
my wife. She is, you know, the dzareft che 
jećt to me in the world. 'Prevent her wifhes, 
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and endeavour to gratify them. Your life 
fhall anfwer to me, for the flighteft complaint 
fhe may make. I give you a commiflion to. 
command in my abfence, and I put every thing. 
* under your authority.” 

Caradan was greatly flattered with the con- 
fidence, with which he had been honoured, 
and, above all, with refpećt to Ravie. But 
he was aqxious to fee this miracle of beauty, 
of which the King appeared fo jealous. As. 
every thing was under his eommand during 
the King's abfence, he foon found an opportu- 
nity of fatisfying himfelf. But no fooner kad: 
he feen the fpoufe of his mafter, than he be- 
came defperately enamoured of her.. His re-. 
pole forfook him, and foon after his reafon. 
« Surely,” faid he to himfelf, ** this Queen 
muft be born from above. Her beauties are 
divine. She is more dazzling than the ftars. 
of heaven. I muft enjoy her, at any hazard. 
She isa woman, and, like others, fufceptible 
of paflion. Let us try to affedt her.” This 
defign being formed, he wrote to. her as fole 
dows : 


« MADAM, 

« The love which I have conceived for you,. 
hath brought me into a dreadful fituation.. 
Confent, I befeech you, to grant me a mo- 
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mients converfation. If your compaflion re« 
fufe me this, the unhappy Garadan dies.” 


The Queen, confounded with the infolenca 
of this letter, inftantly returned it with the fol- 
lowing anfwer: 


<« VIZIER, 

« The King hath placed complete confidence 
in you, and your heart ought to be the facred 
depofitory of fidelity and obedience. Send 
fuch letters to yonr own wife ; fulfill, with re- 
fpećt to her, the duties of a faithful hufband ; 
and be afiured, that any new inftance of im- 
prudence, on your part, will infallibly hazard 
your life.” 


This anfwer btought Garadan to reflećtion. 
The wife conduct of the Queen, far from giv- 
ing him confidence, alarmed him exceedingly. 
« She is devout,” faid he; ** and a religious 
motive, will make her reveal my imprudeńce 
to'the King. ' My lifeis in danger. She hath 
returned me my letter; I muft get rid of the 
perfon who carried it : and fince fhe has no o- 
ther evidence againft me, I muft ruin her, to 
fave myfelf.”? 

While he: was'taking this refolution, the 
Queen, by a train of attentions and goodnefs, 

-fent to get particular information of the Vi- 
K3 zier”s * 
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*zier's healfh.. The anfwer was, that the Vi-- 
zier was confined to his bed. The Princef 
did not imagine, that this indifpofition was oc- 
cafioned by .the agitation of the crime, which 
the minifter had meditated. | 

Dabdin, having vanquifhed 'his enemies, te- 
turned, in triumph, to his court. Caradan : 
was the firft to congratulate him on his vićto- 
ry, and gave him, at the fame time, a fatisfac- - 
tory account of his behaviour. But, on one 
point alone, the artful Caradan was filent, - 
which he was urged to difclofe. ** He fhould 
think himfelf;” he faid, * unworthy of the 
confidence with which he had been honoured, 
1f, notwithftanding his refpeft for the Queen, 
he did not find himfelf obliged, to complain of 
her condućt. Under the difguife of a falfe 
*devotion, fhe had failed in her duty and reli-- 
gion, by polłuting the bed, to which a fiatter- 
ing preference had admitted her alone.” 
«Have you witnefłes +” faid Dabdin, trem- 
bling. 

« T was unwilling,” replied the minifter, 
« to credit the report which I heard; but un- 
"happily I have myfelf been a witnefs of its 
truth. A few days after your Majefty”s de- 
parture, I was fecretly warned by one of'the 
Queen's women, who conducted me into the 
palace, by a private door, and placed me near 
the window of Ravie's clofet. I obferved her 

attentively 
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'attentively withont jealoufy, and was a witnefs - 
of her jnfidelity, in preferring to yon the vile 
„Aboilkar, the flave of her father Zorachan: 

On this recital, the fury ofthe King was: 
greatly encreafed, by the conftraint he was 
obliged to impofe upon himfelf. * Vizier," 
faid he to Caradan, ** I wiflh the cireurpftances 
of this infamous treachery to remain unknown, 
if poflible. . Let Aboilkar be thrown into pri- 
fon ; and fend for the chief of my eunuchs.” 

The Vizier obeyed thecommands of the So- 
vereign, and brought the eunuch. * Slave,” 
faid the King to :him, ** obey my will ; let the 
Queen's head be inftantly brought to me.” 
The fitnation of the eunuch, entirely paflive, 
did not permit him to'reply ; but feeling him- 
delf inftantly infpired with an emotion that 
quite overcame him, he faid to the King, 
«*Sire, it becomes not me, to penetrate into 
the motives of fo fevere an order ; I muft fup- 
pofe itto be juft. Yet Ravieis your favourite 
fponfe, and fhe is Queen. This kind of death 
would fully your glory ; her blood would re- 
turn upon you, and difhonourable fufpicions 
would arife. Rather let your Majefty fend her 
into the defert, whither I fhall conduct her: 
There fhe cannot exift without a miracle ; and 
„heaven never performs one in behalf of the 
guilty.” 

The 
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The king yielded to thefe: argnments, ańd 
intimated this refolution to the chief'of his 
eunuchs, This officer fet the Queen upon a 
catnel, whichęke led with his own hand,: and 
took the road for the defert, not forgetting, 
however, to e himfelf with fome pro- 
vifions. 

This eunuch, a pious Muflulman, knew that 
the Queen was devoted to her duty and reli- 
giom, and regular: in her prayers. He could 
not perfuade himfelf, that fhe could be guilty 
of the fmalleft fault ; and, convinced of her in- - 
nocćnce, he treated her with that refpećt " 
attention her virtues infpired. 

After travelling fome days, he fońnd a' fmall 
plain at the bottom of a róck, fróm which 
trickłed a fmall rivulet, 'filling a cavity of the 
-rock with its water. * Thinking this the leaft 
exceptionable of all the places he had been able 
to dilcover for abandoning to Providence, a 
"woman, whom, by the molt pofitive command, 
he was obliged: to deliver up to fo many dan- 
gers, he made her alight from the camel, pre- 
'pared her a fmall habitation in the hollow of 
the: rock, where he left the little provifion he 
'had the forefight to bring with him; and, with 
eyes bathed in tears, took: leave of this unfor- 
tunate woman. << Stop,” faid Ravie to him, 
„who had remained filent fince her departure: 
«will you abandon me without informing me 

what 
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what has brought me into thefe favage places, 

into this retreat of the monfters of the earth ?* 
The eunuch informed her of the orders he had 

received, not concealing from heffihat the firft 
were ftill more fevere, and that he had been fo: 
fortunate as to get them recalled. ** Do you 

know,” faid fhe, ** the caufe of my difgrace 2 
He replied, he did not. 

The Queen thanked him for his attention 
and refpećt, and for the care he had taken of 
her life. **T will employ it,” added fhe, **' in 
prayers for you. Without doubt- calumny 
has :nifreprefented me. But ifever the veil 
fhould fall from the King, tell him, that he 
ought to humble bimfelf in the duft, for have 
ing murderćd my father ; and that unlefs he 
difarms the juftice of God, it will, fboner or 
latter, overwhelm him. In banifhing me in-. 
to this frightfull abode, he only fnatches a vic= 
tim from the armsofaparricide.. I pity him, 
and all thofe who have been drawn into the 
barbarous defign, and that which he meant at 
firft to executeon me. But in my misfortune, 
I can ftill be grateful to him., I thank him at 
łeaft for having put me in a fituation where I 
can contemplate, at leifure, thie wonders of 
God, which are feen with fo much difficulty, 
in the pałaces of Kings.” At thbefe words fhe 
ceafed to fpeak ; and the flave departed, melted 
into forrow, at the fate of the Queen. 

Ravie 


1. 
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Ravie was now in the middle of a defert, if 

indeed it can be called one to a- foul like hers, - 
accompanied with . patience and refignation, and. 
holding continual intercourfe with its God, by: 
prayer and meditation. This pious btauty 
inhabited by turns the different caves of 
the rock; mixing the fmall provifions that. 
had been left her with fome roots, and wild 
fruits, and appearing to want nothing, though 
deprived of all. If any wild beaft appeared, 
fhe cafily efcaped from it, by taking refuge in 
the bottom of cawes, whofe paflage fhe had- 
rendered warrow and diflicult, and whofs en- 
trańce was inacceflible to the monfters of the 
forelt. Thus, while they growied without, at 
being unable to feize their prey, this unfortu- 
nate. lady blefled heaven, for Javing given to 
man in adverfity,. courage, ftrengtb; and ina 
duftry. 16 og: ,ŚbOUR Hg. 

One day; as febinreł up her homage and 
adoration to her Greator, at the entrance of one 
of her caves that looked towards the fouth, fhe 
was perccived at a diftance by the kceper of 
King Kaffera's camels, who was feeking in that 
part of the defert, fome of thefe animals, that 
had ftrayed there. * 

This man, aftonifhed to fce fo exquifite a 
beauty, i in a fituation' fo fingular, had the cu 
riofity to enquire at her who fhe was, and what 
had brought her into. that defert, ** Muffut- 


man,” 
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man,” faid fhe to him, ** you fee here the fer- 
«ant of God, and his koly Prophet. Jt was 
their will that I fhould be banifhed to ą de- 
fert ; I obeyed, aud will ferve them all my life." 
The leader of the camels foon felt his heart 
enamoured with this pious beauty, and, togeu 
ther with his hand, offered her a fhare of his 
little fortune, and all the comforts in his 
power. 

« Generous man,” faid Kara: «I wilh to 
ferve God, and not man. I fhall, however, be 
glad to owe fomething to your kindnefs. The 
rocks which furround me afiord fafe and com- 
modious retreats ; but I am in danger here of 
wanting water in a few days. The rivulet 
*wijl foon be dry. Condućt me to a place, 
where I fhall find the fame conveniencies for 
my habitation, and at the fame time a clear and 
perpetual fpring, for my daily ablutions, and 
for quenching tny thirft.” * I know a place 
fuited to yeur wifhes,” replied the keeper, ** but 
itis at a great difłance from this; and unlefs 
you mount my camel, you will not be able to 
endure the fatigue.” Ravie accepted his pro- 
pok they travelled together to the new lódg- 

g, wherethey arrived, after a journey of fome 
ah 

The kecper made the kg ftoop down a 
on its knees, and Ravie alighted. He fhewed 
her a beautiful fountain, near which were 
- fubterraneous 
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fubterraneous caves in the rock, ftill more com= 
modious than thofe fhe had left: And after 
„delivering to her all the provifions which ke 
carried, he fpoke to her thus. i 

« Madam, I am the keeper of the.canels of 
King Kaffera, the moft powerful Monarch of 
the Eaft. He is fo fond of his camels, that he 
allows no body to feed them but himfelf. I 
have had the misfortune to lofe three of his 
greateft favourites, and I dare not return to 
him without having found them, leaft I fhould 
be punifhed with death. Do you, Madam, I 
befeech you, whofe fervent prayers muft/be 
heard on high, fupplicate heaven, that I may 
find what I have loft.” | 

« Worthy man,” replied this folitary wo” 
man, * you have juft now, in my. behali, ful- 
filled a work of charity, and you will be re- 
warded for it; fearch for your camels, ani 
you will afluredly find them.” 

The keeper, fullof confidence, departed jn 
queft of his camels. He was not difappointed 
in his expedtation. He found them at a little 
diftance from thence, and, fulkof joy, he re- 
turned with them, to the city, reflećting on 
his good fortune in having met with the pe | 
tiful ftranger. | 

Kaffera came, as ufual, to vifit his całe, 
"Their keeper communicated to him his adven- 
ture, fo happily terminated by means of the 


young 
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young devotee. "The Monarch, anxious him- 
felf to know the truth of a faćt fo extraordina- 
ry, mounted his horfe, with a confiderable re- 
tinue, and was direćted by the keeper to the 
płace in the defert which he had deferibed | to | 
him. 

It was noon ; Ravie was ofiering up her 
prayers, on the verdant banks which furrounde 
ed the fountain, with her hands and cyes raifed 
towards heaven, and her hair flowing on het 
fhoulders. The brightnefs of her complexion, 
and the beauty of her features, made her fhine 
like che lilly in the middle of the gardens. She 
was fo abforbed in meditation, that the King 
approached, - and confidered her attentively, 
without being obferved. He+thought her far 
fuperior to the praiies of the clownifh camel 
driver, and thus refpećtfully addrefied her. 
« Beautiful Lady,” faid he to her, ** woułd it 
be indifcreet in me to requeft you to tell me 

„who you are, and what you are doing here?” 
« You fee a fequcftered devotee, a fervańt of 
God ; and I am here for the purpofe of wor= 
fhipping him.” *= You are unwiliing, I fce, ad- 
"ded the Monarch, to make yourfelf known. I 
will not be fo referved with refpećt to you. 
But after this inftance of confidence on my 
part, I hope you will agree to the propofal I 
am to make you. I am Kafiera, King of the 
Kings of the Eaft ; andin offering you my heart 
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and my hand, I think I render you that hó. 
mage which is worthy of us both.” 

« Sire,” replied Ravie, ** I did not think 
that the moft powerful Monarch in the world, 
would have ftooped fo low as to marry a woman 
wandering in the defert, where every thing 
bears witnefs of her indigence, and low birth. 
1 have too much refpećt for human greatnefs, 
to raife my expectations to thethrone.* * Do 
not refufe me, Madam ; you are fafe from any 
wiolence from me; but I am not fo from the 
lively impreflion which your virtues and beau- 
ty have made upon my heart. You difdain 
my grandeur, and from this monient I my- 
felf make a voluntary facrifice of it, to pafs 
my life with you in this defert, and to ferve 
here the Eternal God and his holy Prophet.” 

The firft orders which Kaflera gave were 
proof: that he fpake with fincerity. He made 
two tents be prepared, one for himfelf, and 
*another for Ravie, and ftored them with the 
provifions which he brought with him. Ravie 
felt the value of the facrifices Kaflera had 
made, and the delieate manner in which he 
had aćted. She reflećted on the lofs that his 
fubjećts would fuftain, if he renounc-d the 
government, and on the diftrefs of his family, 
and endeavoured to divert the Monarch from 
this unlucky defign; and with this view fpoke 
as follows to the flave who brought her food. 
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* Eis Majefty does me too much honour,” faid: 
fhe to him ;”* yet 1 cannot accept his offers. My: 


ambition is fully gratified in ferving the Eter= 
nal God. But Kaffera has duties to fulfll. He is 


the reprefentative on earth ofhim whom I adore,: 


the difpencer of his juftice and clemency : he 
ought to make himfelf be Joved and fearecd by” 
his fubjećts, whofe happinefs depends on the 
wiidom of his government. Befides, this Mo- 
narch has wives, and a family, which have 
claims npon him ftill more facred; and he is 


not permitted, without violating the laws botl' 


ofnature and equity, to bury himfelf in this 
defert. Do you, who appear to poflefs his 
confidence, inform him of my uneafinefs, and 
reprefent to him the obftacles which religion 
forces me to lay in his way.” 


"The flave difcharged the commiflion with 


which he was entrufted, and brought back as the 

King's anfwer, that being confcious of many 

faults,, he would endeavour to obtain the 

pardon of them, by embracing the life of a pe- 
nitent. 

On learning the final refolution of Kafiera, 
Ravie was at a lofs what ftep fhe ought to 
take. At length, after mature deliberation, fhe 
thought fhe ought to facrifice herfelf to the 
glory of a nation, whofe ruin was unavoidable, . 
if deprivcd of a leader fo wife and refpeetable.. 
She demanded an interview with the King, in” 

L 2 the - 
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the tent that was allotted to her. He repaired: 
thither; * I wait your orders with fubmiflion,** 
faid Kafiera to her. 

« Sire,” replied the beautiful ftranger, * cię 
is not from diftruft that I have concealed my. 
name, fram your Majefty. But, becaufe 
was fincerely defirous to end my days in this. 
folitude. The, refoluticn which you have taken 
difconcerts my defigns. A Monarch fo great: 
and renowned, a King fo dear to his fubjećts,. 
and a father fo affeltionate and kind to his fa< 
inily, cannot with innocence give up his duty- 
and his obligations ; and E would have to re- 
proach myfelf with ruining your dominions. 
by my obftinacy. I muft reftore a Monarch to. 
his people. Therefore, in return for the fin-. 
cere, and advantageous offers, with which you. 
have condefcended to honour me, I. accept your- 
hand, as foon as this union can confirm the 
happinefs of your fubjećt3. But it is now time 
to make myfelf known.” She then gave a. 
faithful relation of her misfortunes, and a dee. 
tail of her life fince her firft efcape with her 
father Zorachan, down to the unjuft prejudice. 
which had devoted her to this fawage defert. 
<< T felt butlittle uneafinefs,”” continued fhe, "in 
my folitude, concerning the reputation I had 
łeft behind me; but having now become the 
"wife of an iluftrious King, it is of confequence 
to his glory, to juftify his choice; it is of con- 

| | fequence- 
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faquence to us both, that the world be convin- 
ced of my innocence. King Dąpdin is a vaffal 
and tributary of your crown ; order him to re- 
pair to your court, with Caradan his Vi-- 
zier, -and the chief of his eunuchs. I muft 
not be feated on your throne, before I am clear=" 
ly juftified refpećting the odions imputations 
which have drawn upon me fo much mifery.” 

Kaffera felt the juftice of her demand, and 
was pleafed with her delicacy. He ordered a 
moft magnificent litter to be brought from his 
capital, and they foon returned to the palace. 
An apartment was allotted to her, which was 
rich, commodious, and more fpacious, tlian any 
of thofe which his other favourites occupied. 
A number of officers, and flaves of both fexes, - 
were eager to ferve her. 

Immediately after his return; Kaffera dif- 
patched an order to King Dabdin, to his Vi- 
zier GCaradan, and to the chief of the eunuchs, 
to repair to him inftantly. The officer, en- 
trufted with this meflage, commanded a con- 
derable detachment, and was to enforce ta 
ence withont delay. 

While Ravie enjoyed, in a frightful defert, 
the repofe and: peace infeparabłe from her 
foul, the unhappy Dabdin, could find no reft 
even in the lap of płeafure: Life had no fweets 
for him, fince the cruel banifhment of hig 
fponfe.  Oaradan never fell afleep, without 
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being troubled with the moft difmal dreams : : 
No time could foothe their uneafinefs. 

- Dabin was in this fituation, .when. the orders : 
ef Kaffera were intimated to him.  Garadan> 
was alarmed at the manner in which they avere” 
to be executed, and was torn with remorfe. . 
„He was, however, obliged to take the road, a> - 
lóng with the King his mafter, whofe uneafi- 
nefs was equał to his own, ignorant of the- 
caufe which could have drawn upon them fo 
fevere an order. The chief of the eunuchs:. 
was the only one who made this journey with- 
out fear. At length they arrived at the court of. 
Kaflera. 

This Monarch impatientły waited for them; .. 
in his apartment, together with Ravie, who . 
thus addrefled Caradan. 

« Vizier, you muft recollećt me!- I am" 
Ravie, formerly the fponfe of thy mafter, . 
whom thou haft unjuftly calumniated by thy 
reports. . Thou haft betrayed thy duty to God, 
te thy Sovereign, whofe confidence thonu didft - 
poflefs, and to me, who ought ta have become 
the objećt of thy refpećt, after having forgot- 
ten the audacity of thy propofals. Thou alone 
haft committed all thefe. crimes.  Refpedt' | 
truth, if thou haft yet ftrength and courage to 
do fo; and feek not, by vain fhifts, to draw 
dawn upon thy head, the anger of heaven. 

2 The 
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The confounded Garadan exclaimed in the 
bitternefs of his foul, «'Yourinnocence, Madami, 
is written in your countenance, as guilt is - 
written on mine. After I had urged you, in 
vain, to yield to my paffion, an evil fpirit took 
pofieflionsof me, and—” * Ah! Wretch !* 
interrupted Dabdin, ** no punifhment is too 
great for tny crime! The vengeance of. hea- 
ven cannot fpare thee.” 

Kafiera enjoyed the triumph of the innocent 
Ravie. But addrefling himfelf to Dabdin, who 
was enraged againft Caradan, ** Prince,” faid. 
he, * your Vizier is not the only guilty per- 
fon here; you yourfelf are: to blame. Thole 
who are. entrufted with the government of o- 
thers, fhould know how to govern themfelves. 
They ought not to be rafh in judgment, ańd 
much lefs in private revenge. They fhould. 
treat the accufed with refpećt, and never con- 
demn them without being heard. They ought 
minutely to examine the accufers, and the wi:- 
nefles, and to weigh the evidence with equity. 
They ought to diftruft every thing, that. they ' 
may bring every thing to light. Your beha- 
viour has been rafh, and your condućt is a dif- 
grace to royalty. But, altliough I am your 
mafter, I muft- not be your judge. There is 
one here, better informed and wifer, to whom 
I leave the trial of your caufe, and that of your 

Viziery 
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Vizier, and who will pronounce fentence ufj-- 
ou it. 

(„*ś« It is you Madam,” added he, fpeaking to: 
Ravie, ** who fhall be entrufted with this of-- 
fice. * The law which you ftudy continually, - 
will fpeak through your mouth.” 

« Sire,”” replied fhe, ** the duty which you: 
impofe upon me is difficult to fulfll.. But if, - 
in this cafe, the law muft fpeak, hear its voice - 
In the divine Alcoran: Every wilful murder= - 
er muje die, in tbe fame manner, in wbicb be 
bas committed tbe crime. King Dabdin, who: 
is now in your Majefty's prefence, murdered-' 
my father, his ancient and faithful fervant ;- 
and prefuming that I-was guilty, he devoted 
me to death, without giving himfelf time for” 
reflećtion : in this manner, he is liabłe to the 
application of the law. The Vizier, Garadan, 
fought my death, that he might get rid of the: 
evidence of his.criminal audacity.. On his: 
» fłanderous imputation, I was conducted to the: 
defert, and abandoned there: He muft go thi--- 
ther and take my place. The protećting arm 
of the Preferver of men guarded me from eve- 
ry danger. The favour of Mahomet, and 
your goodnefs, Sire, have made innocence tri- 
umph. He who does good, fooner or later re- 
cetves his reward; but the guilty never can 
efcape punifhment. The chief of King Dab- 
din's eunuchs, was only the infitrument of his 
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mafter'*s will ; but he hath rights to claim by 
the law. He was generous, and feeling. He 
procured a change of my fentence from death. 
ta banifhment; in which, at the hazard of his. 
own fafety, he furnifhed me with affiftance, 
and food, and treated me with humanity and 
compaffion. "His heart was confcious of my” 
innocence, while it was perfecuted by others, 
who were more enlightened. Thus have I 
explained the faćts, and the law; bat it be- 
comes not me to pronounce the fZatence.”” 

Kaffera, upon this relation, madz Dabdin be 
knocked down, by the blow of a dabour. Cae 
radan was abandoned in the defert; and the 
chief of the eunuchs received the title of Prince. 
He was dignified, by an order created on his 
account, on which this infcriptioń was written: 
To tbe Denefcent man. Kindly treated by 
R King and Queen, he remained always- 

(the palace, and enjoyed there univer- 
(a confidence. Kaffera was foon bleff'd in his 
marriage with the amiable Ravie. The peo- 
ple celebrated the nuptials, the taxes were di- 
minifhed, and many charities were diftributed 
throughout all Perfia. Some time after this, 
it was told, that the unhappy Caradan had 
been devoured by wild beafts.. 


After the recital of this hiftory, Aladin 
paufed.a moment. Then, ftill addrefiing Bo- 
hetzad, , 
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hetzad, ** Sire,” faid he to' him, * your Ma- 
jefty hath juft now feen, in the hiftory of Ravie,' 
* tbe refigned, the juft retribution of rewards' 
and punifhments ; the need a King has to fuf- 
pend his judgment, before pronouncing the 
- fentence of death ; and the impoffibility even of. 
tranfgrefing, in this cafe, by an excefs of 
prudence. Now, Sire, Aladin waits your or- 
ders in filence, and fubmits his head, with*re- 
fpect, to the ftroke which threatens it.” 

The Monarch, always more fhaken in his 

refolation, and unwilling to hazard any thing, 
wichout the moft mature deliberation, once” 
more deferred, till to-morrow,.the punifhment- 
of the fnppofed criminal, who was led back to, 
prifen. 

The ten Viziers, afraid leaft their victim 
fhould efcape, aflembled again next day, and: 
fent three of their number in a deputatioń to 
the King, to ftrike the laft blow againft the 
young Aladin. They aflured Bohetzad, that 
the dangerous confequences of his clemency- 
were already felt.. ** Every day,” faid tliey, - 
« ordinary juftice is engaged in checking tke 
audacious crimes of your fubjećts, againft the. 
fanćtity of marriage. Prevaricating criminals 
hare the boldnefs to defend themfelves, by the 
example that is before their eyes; and the de- 
lays which arife from your Majefty in this af- 
fnir, are as many pretences which they alledge 
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dn their juftification. We conjure you, Sire, 
40 put an end to this licentiouinefs, which your 
minifters will foon be unable to reftrain.”” Bos 
hetzad, afhamed of his too great indulgence, 
made the fuperintendant be brought before 
him. * Thou appeareft at length,” faid he 
to him, *' for the laft time, on the fcaffold, 
which thou art about to ftain with thy blood. 
The crime which thou haft committed allows 
me.no reft. The too long fufpenfion of the 
fword of the law, draws along with it, an ex- 
ample fatał to my fubjećts. Every voice is 
united againit thee, and not one juftifies thee.* 
« Men purfue me,” interrupted the undaunted 
Aladin; * I am the object of hatred and flander. 
But if the Eternal and his Prophet are for me, 
1 have nothing in this world to fear. Heaven 
protects my innocence, and the fword cannot 
deprive me of it. It will always fine upon 
my forehecad, even when it fhall be feparated 
from my t»wdy. My confidence is in God. 
I expeół every thing from him, as King Baz- 
mant at length did, after the reverfes he ex- 
petienced. 


Hiftory of Basmant, or tbe QConfident, 


HIS Sovereign, too much addicted to the 
pleafures of the table, was giving himfelf up 
oge 
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«one day, to the immoderate enjoyment of a 
fumptuous feaft, when his Vizier came to in- 
form him, that the enemy were'coming to bee 
fiege his capital. 

« Have not 1,” replied he, *' excellent gene=' 
rals, and good troops? Let them take care 
of every thing, and beware of difturbing my 
pleafures.” ** I will obey, Sire,” replied the 
Vizier; * but remember, that the Almighty 

' difpofes of thrones, and that if you invoke not 
his aid, your 0% and power wilł not RF" 
you on yours.” 

Djbrogawtikiię this wife counfel, Bazmant fell 
afleep in the arms of fenfuślity, and when he 
awoke, was obliged to take to flight, notwith- 
ftanding the bravery of his foldiers, The ene- 

„ my, by their aćtivity, and attention, had be- 
come mafters of the city. 

The fugitive King withdrew to one of his 
allies, his father- in-law, and friend, who grant 
ed him a powerful army, with wtxich he hop- 
ed, in a fhort time, to re-enter his dominions, 
'and take vengeance on his enemy. Full of 
confidence in this afliftance, he marched at the 

head of his troops, and' advanced towards the 
capital which he had loft. But victory again 
declared in favour of the ufurper. His army 
was routed, and he himfelf owed his fafety to 
the fwiftnefs and vigour of his horfe, which, 
epurfued by the enemy, crofled an arm of the 
2 c fea, 
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"fea, which lay in his way, and foon landed him 


on the oppofite fhore. 

* Not far from the fhore, was fńaated a forti- 
fied city, called Keraffin, at that time under 
the dominion of King Abadid. Bazmant went 
to it, and demarided an afylum in the hofpital, 
deftined for the reception of poer ftrangers. 
He learned, that King Abadid refided in Me- 
dinet-Ilahid, the capital of the kingdom ; he took 
the road to iż, arrived there, and demanded an 
audience of the Sovereign, which was immedi- 
ately granted. His external appearance prejudi- 
ced the Monarch in his favour ; and he afked 
him concerning his rank, his country, and the 
motives which had brought him to Medinet- 
Ilahid. 


<< [ was,” replied he, * a diftinguifhed offi- 


«er, in the court of'King Bazmant, to whom I 


was greatly attached. There is great proba- 
bility, that this unfortunate Prince fell, in the 
laft engagement, which he had with the ufur. 
per of his kingdom, whom I was prevented 
from joining, both by my duty and my grati. 


tude; and as it became neceffary for me to 
-<choofe a mafter, I am come to make a voluntary 


offer of my perfon and fervices to your Majefty. 
Abadid, full of prudence and penetration, 
conceived a favourable opinion of the ftrangćr, 
who had furrendered himfelf to him with fe 
aauch opennefs. He loaded him with prefents, 
VoL. IE. z M and 
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and afligned him a difinguifhed rank among 
his officers. Bazmant might have been proud 
„of his new fituatien, could he 'have banifhed 
-from his memory, the fortune he had once en- 
joyed, and had he not been *ftill wholly oc- 
cupied with the lofs of his kingdom. 

A. neighbouring power, at that time, threat. 
ened Abadid with an invafion of his domi. 
nions. This Sovereign put himfelf in a pof- 
ture of defence, and took every neceflary pre- 
„caution to repel.his enemy. He himfelf took 
„arms, and left his capital, at the head of a 
formidable army.  Bazmant had the command 
of the van, "The battle was foon begun, dur- 
ing which, Abadid and Bazmant conducted 
themfelves like experienced chiefs, and were 
„liftinguilhed by remarkable feats of cou- 
rage and intrepidity. he enemy was en- 
* tirely: defeated and repulfecd. Bazmant ex- 
„tolled to the fkies, the mighty deeds and wife 
plans of Abadid. ** Sire,” faid he: to him, 
gowith an army fo well difciplined, and fo * 
much good condućt, you might eafily humble 
the moft formidable nations,” * You are 
miftaken,” replied the wife Monarch ; ** with- 
„out the afiftance of God, I could not refift the 
„moft feeble atoms in the creation. It is by 
trufting in him alone, that we have the power 
„of difplaying our troops with advantage, of 
„lirecting our plans with wifdom, and of pre- 
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ferving that prefence of mind, which is the 
guide of all our operations. If I had not had: 
tecourfe to him, the greateft force would have 
vanifhed in my hands.” 

« Jam convinced of it,” replied Bazmant, 
«© and the misfortunes which I have experien- 
ced are a proof of it. A fale prudenee hath' 
induced me to conceal my name, and my mif- 
fortunes: But your virtues forcibly draw the 
fecret from me. You fee before you, the un- 
happy Bazmant, wlom, too much confidence 
in his own troops, could 'not preferve upon: 
the throne,” 

Upon this confefion, Abadig, feized with. 
aftonifhment, wilhed to make an apology to 
Bazmant, for the reception he had given him. 
« Flow could you know me,” replied the de- 
throned Prince, * fince fhame and confufion 
obliged me to be filent? Gould you read upon 
my forchead, a character which the juftice of 
heaven had effaced : > Great Kiug,” added he, 
embracing him, * | owe to your generofity, a 
full account of my faults; lend me your ate 
tention.” At thefc words, Bazmant related his 
hiftory. 

4 My dear brother,” faid Abadid to him, 
after having heard it, ** ceafe to humblę 
yourfelf before a man, brought up in your ve- 
ry principles, and correćted, at laft, by a fe- 
ries.of misfortunes fimilar to. yours. I have 
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ńot bsen wifer than you. It appears that we- 
mmufi be inftrućted by mifety! Formerly I: 
put my confidence in my troops, and my own. 
abilities; arfd at the head of a numerous army, 
I was conquered by. an enemy, who had no- 
thing to oppofe to me, but a handful of men. 
Forced to take to flighf, I retired to the moun-. 
tains, with fifty men, who would not abandon 
me. Providence made me fallin with a Der-. 
„wife in his hermitage, where he was wholly 
devoted to the exercife and duties of religion. 
He fhewed me the caufe of my misfortnnes, 
and told me, that the enemy had put his truft 
din God alone, and was thus enabled to ftrike 
me with unerring blows: While I, depend- 
ing upon the effort of my fpear, and the thick= 
ńefs of my battalions, and full of audacious - 
pride, neglected my duty, and gave no order, 
which did not lead to an error. ** Put,” faid 
he to me, * your confidence in him, who di-. 
jećts every thing here below ; and if his arm 
js engaged in your behalf, fifty men will be 
fhfficient to regain your kingdom.” Thefe 
difcourfes of the fage, imade a ftrong im- 
- preffion upon me; I raifed my eyes on high, 
and, full óf a falutary confidence, I returned to 
my capital. Profperity had blinded my ene- - 
iny: He had forgotten, in the lap of pleafure, 
the wife maxims to which he was indebtęd for 
Bis victory, Every thing feemed quiet in his. 
dominions. 
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dóminións. He believed himfelf fecure in the 
pofleflion of them, and neglećted the mainte+ 
nance of his troops. | arrived unawares at 
the beginning of the night. I ran to the pa< 
lace with my fmall party, which curiofity had 
however encreafed. This croud became a for- 
midable army within the palace ; difmay and: 
terror marched in its train. The ufurper had 
juft time to make his efcape, and avoid the' 
danger which furrounded him. And the next 
day beheld me re-eftablifhed on my throne, 
and in the undifturbed pofleflicn of my king- - 
dom” 

The recital of Abadid's adventures com- ' 
pletely changed the heart of Bazmant. * You: 
have,” faid this Prince to him, * infpired me 
with a confidence, equal to that which animated' 
you, and henceforward 1 will place it no- 
where elfe. (God alone, and his Great Pro- 
phet, are able to reftore me my crown ; and in 
otder to regainit, I will follow the fame method: 
which you did.” At thefe words, he took leave 
of Abadid, and haftened into a defert, through! 
which he was obliged to pafs, in order to.reach' 
his dominions. Guided by the confidence, 
which he had placed in the Sovereign Ruler of 
the fates, and imploring his fupport by prayer, 
he gained the fummit of a mountain. He was 
opprefled with fatigue, and having fallen 
afłeep, he faw'a vifion in a dream. 

M3 He - 
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He thought he heard a voice fay tó himi. 
« Bazmant, God has heard thy-prayers: He 
accepts thy penitence, and thou mayft march, . 
without fear, whither thou intendeft.” This 
Prince believed he had heard his guardian angel,. 
and haftened his journey towards the capital 
„ofhis kingdam. Ścarcely had he reached the 
frontiers, when he met* a party of thefe who 
had been moft faithful to him. They lived. 
under a tent,: ready to feek another afylum, on.. 
the leaft inftance of tyranny in the ufurper. . 
Without making himfelf known, he enter= 
ed into converfation, and told them, sthat. 
he was travelling to the capital. They 
endeavoured to divert him from his defiga. 
They deferibed the avenues to the city as ex= 
trefaely dangerous. They told him, that fuf- 
picion and fear were upon the throne; that 
ftrangers who approached it were believed to 
be emiffaries of Bazmant, and were, without: 
diftinćtion, beheaded by order of the tyrant. 
« He makes the old King be regretted then?” 
enquired the Prince, certain that they could 
not know him, ** Afas !” replied they, ** would 
ta God our worthy Monarch were here! He 
would find a fafe afylum in the hearts of all 
his fubjedts, and an hundred thoufand arms to 
avenge him. The monfter.who has dethroned 
him, confiding in his forces, facrifices every 
thing to his unbridled defires ; and frees him- 

4 felf, 
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felf, by the (word, of his llighteft alarms. ** He 
is in the wrong,” replied Bazmant,  ** to truft. 
wholly in his army; the-true fupport of.. 
Kings is the favour .of heaven. .As for me, 
who have come here 'with no other inten-- 
tion than to acquire knowledge by travelling, 
knówing that no one can injure me, whiłe I 
have the divine protećtion, I will, without fear, 
approach the place, which tke vain'precautions 
of your mafter have'madć to be looked upon 
as fo dangerous.” ** We conjure you not to do. 
this,** replied thefe worthy people, '** in a feeling 
tone; do not give us anothór misfortune to be- 
wail. Since you are a good Mufilulman, wait 
patiently, till the divine juftice fhall have 
ftruck this tyrant ; the time is not far diftant, 
for the meafure of his iniquity is full. And 
fhould the arm of man delay to ftrike, the 
pillars of his palace will fall upon him.” „At 
thefe words, Bazmant felt his hopes revive. 
He laid afide all difguife, and declared that he 
was the Monarch whom they wifhed to return. 
At that inftant, his faithful fubjećts, exiled on 
his account, fell at his feet. They kifjęd his 
hands, and nfoiftened them with their tears, 
A part of the knights who were there, devoted 
themfelves as his life-guard. "The reft fpread 
„ al] around, to anounce thishappy return, and ap- 
point a place of rendezyvous. A formidablearmy 
was foon in a condition to advance to the ca- 
pital, the tyrant was overthrown, and Bazmant 
refumed 
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fumed the reigns of government, amidft the acz 
cłamations of all his people. 


At the end of this hiftory, Aladin ftill ven- 
tured to add fome reflećtions of hisown. * You* 
fee,” faid he to Bohetzad, * how Bazmant re- 
afcended his throne, without any other aflift- 
ance, than that of heaven. My true throne,- 
Sire, is my ińnocence ; and, as if infpired from: 
above, I have a fixed belief, that I will yet be 
re-efłablifhed on it, and triumph over mine 
enemies.” 

As the young minifter mingled fage truths” 
with the recital of his ftories, the Sovereign, . 
who had liftened to him, felt his anger relent. 
He again ordered the punifhment to be defer- 
red, and the criminal was carried back to pri- 
fon. 

It belonged to the feventh Vizier, next day: 
to diffufe in the mind of the King, the poifon of 
thofe perfidious infinuations which had hither- 
te been fo unfuccefsful. He accordingly arrived 
well prepared. He brought with him fedi- 
tious libels, ańd a lift of difotders, which, 
he faid, the violation of a law, that wes refu- 
fed to be put in execution, had occafioned, in 
„ leaving unpunifhed'a crime which every thing 
feemed to prove, and which appeared i in fo ob-. 
vious a manner. 


Thefe 
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Thiefe reports, which feemed to be dictated. 
by difintereftednefs and fidelity, again infiamed 
Bohetzad. He refumed his. firft refolutions, 
and fent forthe criminal to his prefence. "I 
have hefitated too long,”* faid he ; * thy death 
is effential to the fafety of my kingdom, and 
thou canft no more hope, either for delay or 
mercy.” 

« Sire,” faid Aladin, ** every fault deferves 
pardon. I have committed one, in indulging 
smyfelfin a drink which I did not know, and 
which deprived me, for a moment, of reafon. 
But [ have a right to obtain your Majefty's 
pardon. I am incapable of the crime, of which 
I am accufed. Sovereigns, Sire, have a noble 
right, which tkey derive from heavenz; it is tbat 
of exercifing mercy, when itis proper. Let us - 
fuppofe, that after a little delay, and deliberate 
examination, you had fnatched an innocent 
perfon from punifhment, would not. your Ma- 
jefty have done an altion fomething like that 
of raifing him from the dead? An aćtion may 
often appear agreeable to ftrict juftice, while 
in reality it is only the effeft of lawlefs tyran- 
ny. And what glory is there not, even in 
pardoning an offence? He who is capable of 
doing this, will, like Baharkan, fotner or lat- 
ter receive his reward.” Aladin perceiving 
Bohetzad inclined to liften to him, proceeded 
thus in the explanationof what he had advanced. 

Hiftory 
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Hiftory of Babarkan. 

DBanaRKAN was an intemperate Prince. He* 
facrificed every thing to his paflions; and inor- 
der to gratify them, he boldly plunged intothe' 
greateft excefs of tyranny. He never pardon-- 
ed even the appearance of a crime ; fo that in- 
voluntary faults were punifhed no lefs than a- 
vowed tranfgreffons. 

Being one day at the chace, one of his ofociiń 
inadv ertently let fly from his bow an arrow; 
which he was holding prepared. It firuck the 
ear of tlie King, and nafortunately carried it 
off. Baharkan, in'his fury, ordered the offend=< 
er to be bronght before him, and his head to 
be ftruck off. As foon as thc unhappy young. 
man wasin his prefence,-having heard the fen- 
„ tence of death pronounced by the Monarch, he. 
fpoke to him thus. 

« Sire, the fault I have committed was une. 
preineditated on my part; it was the effećt of 
the fatality of tbeftars. | throw myfelf on 
your clemency. I implore your pardon. It 
will be meritorious in the fight of God, and 
approved of by men. In the name of the heaven-- 
ly power, which hath put the fceptre into your 
hands, I intreat for pardon, and your Majefty. 
will one day receive your reward”- This 
prayer foftened the unrelenting heart of the 

King,. 
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iKing, and, -contrary to the general expectation, 
the young officer obtained his pardon. 

His name was Tirkan. This Prince had 
fled from his father's court, in order to efcape 
the punifhment of a fault which he had com- 
mitted. After having wandered unknown 
from kingdom to kingdom, he had at length 
fettled at the.court of Baharkan, where he ob- 
tained.employment. He ftill remained there for 
fome time after the accident which had befallen 
him. But his father, having difcovered the 
place of his retreat, fent him his pardon, and 
advifed him to return to him. He did this, 
- in fo affeGtionate and paternal terms, that Tir- 
kan, trufting in his father”s goodnefs, immedi- 
ately departed. His hopes were not deceived, 
and he was re-eftablilhed in all his rights. 

King. Baharkan, defiring one day to amufe 
himfelf with pearl-filhing, fitted out a veffel, on 
„which he went on board, with a defign to coaft 
along the fhores of his kingdom, in fearch of 
pearls. An unexpected ftorm foon drove the 
fhip into the open fea. It became the fport of 
the winds and the waves: And, ftripped of all 
its rigging, it foon ran aground on an unknown 
fhore, and was dafhed to pieces againft the racks 
which furrounded it. The whole crew perifh- 
ed; and Baharkan alone was faved from 
fhipwreck, by a plank, which he had had the 
good fortune to lay hold of. Fortunately, he 

-landed 
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Janded on the dominions of the Monurch, 
«whofe fon had fhot away his ear, and whom 
he had pardoned this involuntary fault. Night 
"began to defcend, when Baharkan landed. He 
«wanted neither courage nor vigour, and there- 
fore took the firft road that prefented itfelf, 
which led to a large fortified city. Butasthe 
gates had juft been fhut, he was forced to wait 
without till next day, and to pafs the night 
dn a neighbouring church=yard. 

Day began to appear, and the gates were 
opened. The firft perfons who came from the 
«city, found, at the gate of.the church-yard, a 
man who had been murdered. Baharkan was 
coming out ofit at the fame time. The efforts he 
had made in the evening to reach the coaft with 
-his plank, had given him fome flight wounds, 
from which the błood was ftill trickling. 
This proof appeared fuflicient in the eyes of 
the by-ftanders ; he was taken for the murder- 
er, and carried to prifon. 

There, this unfortunate Prince, left to his 
own reflećtions, thus faid to himfelf ; * Heaven 
chaftifes thee Baharkan! Thou waft cruel, 
windićtive, and inexorable. With thee, hu- 
manity had no value. "Thou factificedft thy 
brethren on the flighteft fufpicion.  Behold 
thyfelf now, on a level with the vileft of mor- 
tals. . Thou haft met with no more than thy 
defert!” As he rendered this terrible juftice 

» to 
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to himfelf, he perceived, in the air, a vulture, 
«which hovered above the prifon, in the court 
of which he was walking. He inftinćtively 
took a.flint, and threw it, with great force, at 
the bird, which avoided the ftroke; but, in 
falling, the ftone accidentally ftryck the fame 
Prince Tirkan, who formerly had carried off 
his ear by the ftrokeof anarrow. It wounded 
him exactly ón the ear, but not fo feverely as 
Baharkan had been. Pain forced a cry from 
the young Prince, which brought all his cour- 
tiers around him. Surgeons were fent for, 
who foon cured this flight wound. 

' The King ordered a fearch to be made, in 
«order to difcover the perfon, who had throwa 
the ftone. Baharkan was accufed by his fel- 
. low-prifoners of picking up and throwing it. 
He was brought before the Monarch, who 
'condemned him to lofe his head, fince, befides 
this, he believed him to be the murderer of the 
man, who had been found affaflinatćd near the 
church-yard. The executioner of juftice had 
already taken off the turban, which covered 
him, and was drawing the fword from its fcab- 
bard, when the King, examining attentively 
the head wbich had juft been uncovered, per. 
celvtd that it wanted an ear. * It appears,” 
faid he to the criminal, * thaf this is not your 
ftrft attempt. For what crime have you been 
already condemned to lofe an ear?” 
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Baharkan, having aflumed -a manly fpirit 
%nce his misfortunes, replied with boldnefs, 
« Sire, if I have committed crimes, I owe no 
account of them but to hęaven. And til it 
thould have determined to punifh me, human 
juftice had no right to infidt it. I have been, 
in one word, your equal. I was a King. The 
ear which I want was unfortunately carried 
off, by an arrow, which efcaped from the bow 
of one of my officers, whofe name was Tirkan. 
Impelled by the firft emotion of anger, I con- 
demned him to death. He befought my pardon, 
and obtained it. My name is Baharkan.*— 
Tirkan, without giving him time to finifh, had 
already thrown himfelf into his arms. He re- 
cognifed at once his ancient mafter, and his de- 
liverer. Baharkan, far from being punifhed, 
was treated as a King, and an unfortunate 
one. He related the adventure which had 
landed him in the domiuions of Tirkan's fa- 
ther. The latter communicated to him his 
own, and efpecially the unfortunate accident 
which had wounded Baharkan.  Recollećt 
Sire, added he, that in folliciting a pardon, I 
wentured to promife you, from God, the fame 
favour which I expećted from you. Here 
you have received it, and in the very fame cir- 
cumftances, through the infirumentality of 
my father. E 
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After thefe difcoveries, the two Sovereigns 
embraced each other, with marks of efteem and 
kindńefs. A fhort time after, Baharkan rev 
turned to his kingdom, in a fleet well equiped, 
and at the head of an army of fifty thoufand 
men, commanded by Prince Tirkan. 

<< In this manner,” added Aladin, ** Bahar= 
kan was rewarded, for fuffering himfelf to be 
foftened, when he was perfonally offended. 
Heaven did not confine its bleflings to his re= 
ceiving the fame treatment in a fimilar fitua- 
tion, and reftoring him to lis fubjećts ; it more 
over granted to him every virtue requifite in a 
good King: And in governing his fubjećts, 
it enabled him always to govern hinfelf.” 


Bohetzad, fnaken in his refolution by this 
difcourfe, made the inftruments of death be 
again removed, and ordered the minifter to be 
conducted back to prifon. He even pronoun- 
ced thefe laft words fo feebly, that the Viziers, 
who obferved it, were alarmed.- 

The whole confpiracy, formed againft Ala- 
din, awoke with ftilb greater force; and it 
was determined, that the ten Viziers fhould 
go in a body to the King. Their danger would 
become fo great, if Aladin fhould fucceed iń 
juftifying himfelf, that. every ftep fhould be ta” 
ken to deftroy him. . 
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The next day, they all repaired to the: pa—. 
lace, and he, who was poflefled of the warm= 
eft eloquence fpoke. If the Monarch. would. 
believe it, the wicked ftory-teller, whofe ta- 
łents were fpecious, was indebted, for their 
fuccefs, to the art of magic, in which he was. 
well killed: But he ought to difruft an illu-. 
fon, which expofas, at once, the laws, re-. 
Jigion, morals, the honour of the throne, 
and the public welfare : and untefs he puniflied 
fo fhocking. a crime, it would be impoffibłe to 
check diforder. Alł the otlier Viziers fup- 
ported this infidious harangue. Each of them. 
alledged his own difintereftednefs, his zeal, and. 
his fidelity, ** Unbridled audacity hath been fo- 
Bold, as unite itfelf with cunning, to polute:. 
your Royal bed, and defttoy a Queen, as virtu- 
ous as fhe is beautiful. Every thing is in dan=- 
zer, if this offence remains unpunifked.” 

. Bohetzad could not refift the unanimous- 
voice of fo many counfełlors. His jealoufy. 
and his anger awoke, and lie ordered the cri- 
minal to be brought fortli. 

" Aladin appeared in chains, and the King, 
perceiving him, exclaimed; ** Let the head of. 
this unhappy man be ftruck off.” The ten 
Viziers feemed to haften to the fword of the- 
executioner, in order to difpute with him the 
execution of his office. "This motion gave A-. 
ladiń time to fpeak. 
, „« Bshold,, 
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* Behold, Sire, the eagernefs of your Vi- 
żiers to bathe themfelves in the blood of in- 
nocence. Jufticć purfues the crime, but "does 
not rufh upon the criminal. Zeal, like every 
other virtue, fhould be moderated. Stop, €a= 
ger, and wicked men! I am here under the 
juftice of the King, not under yours. You 
have no power over my life. It is facred 
with refpećt to you, who are neither judges 
nor executioners. Speak. Shew yourfelves 
openly, fuch as you really are. I have offend- 
ed you, by checking your rapine. Vou are 
my enemies, arid bafe flanderers.” ** You re- 
criminate upon my VWiziers,” interrypted the 
King; * truth which ilows from their mouth 
confounds you.” ** Nothing from them can 
confound me,” replied Aladin ; ** not even the 
blacknefs of their calumay. It is coeval with 
their exiftence ; and I fee it iffue from the bot- 
tom of their heart, fuch as hell has placed it 
there. But for thefe, who have reduced 'me to 
the neceflity of this defence, I muft queftion 
them in my turn. They are all here, and let 
them anfwer. * Does not the ław require, that 
every accnier, or deponent, fhould have been 
a witnefs of the crime? Their evidence is 
therefore objećtionable in this cafe; the law 
rejects it. It is only the effećt of envy and 
jeałous rage, by which they are devoured. 
Look at them, Sire, and at me. The fword is 
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above my head, yet I dare raife it up ; while 
their eyes fhun both yours and mine. Heaven- 
fupports me, and condemns them ;.our fentence 
is writtęn on our countenance. Oh! great" 
King! deferving of better minifters, beware of 
being drawn into the guilty plot they have 
contrived for you. Olenfa repented' all his: 
life, that he had given credit to the report of - 
his minifters againft one of his favourites.” 

«« Surely,” faid Bohetzad, * this man be-- 
comes extraordinary. But ftill, let us know. 
how tbis Olenfa repented of his defigns.* 





 Hiftory of Abaltamant, or tke Prudent: 


« |neRz was in Fgypt,” replied Aladin, . 
«a man, whofe name was Abaltamant, prudent, 
modeft, wife, and extremely rich. The diftrict" 
in which he lived, was at that time fubjećt to 
the government of 4 tyrannical Prince. The 
citizens endeavoured to withdraw their lives 
„and their fortunes; from the vexatious oppref-- 
fion of the defpot, by banifhing themfelves from 
his kingdom. ' Abaltamant was of this numa 
ber.. After having taken the neceflary pre- 
cautions, to remove his fortune and his family, 
he took refuge in the kingdam of Olenfa; 
which 
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which retreat, he preferred on account of the 
reputation of this-Monarch.. 

Carrying confiderable prefents, he demand-- 
ed an audience of this new mafter; who was 
foon prepoilefied in favour of the ftranger. He 
gave him ground to build a houfe, and drefled 
him in a very fine robe. - - 

Abaltamant built a palace fuitable to his 
rank. He lived there magnificently, and ad- 
mitted-to his table ftrangers, and all the peo- 
ple of diftinćtion in the country. In fhort, he 
conducted himfelf, fo as to gain univerfal con- 
fidence.* The Monarch himfelf nlaced fo much 
traft in him, that he propoftd to him to enter 
into his fervice. | 

+ « Sire,” faid the prudent Abaltamant, *your' 
confidence does me too much honour, and your 
goodnefs fills me with gratitude. My fortune 
and my life are in the hands.of your Majefty ; 
but if you will permit me to follow my incli- 
nations, I would befeech you, to pruferve your 
efteem for me, and at the fame time fuffer me 
to end my days in repofe, and far from the 
buftle of a court. I have no ambition. The 
favour of.your Majefty would fcarcely defend 
me with its fhade, when a thoufand envious 
and jealous courtiers will feek to remóve it, 
do me many undeferved wrongs, and rob me 
of your Majefty's good opinion.” * ilave no 
fear in that refpećt,” replied Olenfa ; * I have 

learned 
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learned to know a court. I am known to be 
on my guard againft intrigues, and the con- 
trivers of them. Sacrifice your repofe to that. 
of the throne, and of my people. I will an- 
fwer for your life.” | 

Abaltamant was perfuaded ; and in a fhort 
time his conduct and wife counfels, completely 
acquired him the confidence of the Sovereign, 
who had placed him near himfelf. - He was 
appointed Vizier, and the management of the 
moft important affairs of the ftate, was entruft- 
ed to his hands. His colleagues became in: 
every thing his inferiars, fo that they were not 
long in tefłifying their jealoufy. They con- 
fpired to ruin fo dangerous a rival. And,: 
when they could not fucceed, by evil reports of 
him, they determined to empłoy praifes, and 
fattery. 

The Monarch”s greateft failing was a Vio-' 
lent inclination towards women. He was 
eafily infiamed. That, wkich in others was: 
only the fimple d fire of the moment, became: 
in him an exceffive paflion. 

„One of the Viziers produced at court a paini- 
ter, who had a curious collećtion of the moft- 
remarkable beauties of Afia, which Iris own ta- 


Jents had enabled him to procure. The King 
_exprefied a defire to fee them, and of his own 


accord, fell into: the fnare which had been lażd- 
for him. 


Among: 
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* Among all thefe fine paintings, the moft re- 
markable was-the portrait of a Princefs, who 
furpailed all thereftin beauty, fo that the atten. 
tion was ińftantly directed to her. The King 
afked the name of this ravifhing beauty, and 
was told it by the painter ; who atlured him at 
tle fame time, that his pencil had given but a 
very imperfećt reprefentation of her charms, 
which were beyond al] expreffion. ** The King: 
her father,” added he, **more vain of lisdaughi- 
ter”s beauty, than of his own crown, is proud of 
nothing but of having been the author of her 
life. fany one ventures to demand her in mar= 
riage, he looks upon it as an infult, and orders 
the ambafladors to be beheaded, who are bold 
enough to make fuch a propofał tołim. Am- 
bafladors have arrived from Tauris even to 
Samerkand ; and their heads, expofed at the 
gates of the capital, caft dilmay and terror 
„on the meflengers who ftill come from every 
'quarter.. 

This account of the painter, far from calm- 
ing the ardent defires of Olenfa, feemed to in- 
fłame his paflion, and excite his curiofity. Had 
he been. lefs attached to his people, he wonld 
have undertaken this embafły in perfon ; but he 
might hope to find fome one in hiscourt, who, 
to gratify him, would venture on this danger- 
aus undertaking. ? 

| Each: 
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Each courtier, without actually teftifying hie 
fear, excufed himfelf, on the footing of his in- 
ability. (The Viziers in concert reprefented 
the matter to the King, i in a political point of: 
view. * A man,” faid they, * has too much 
good fortune, in finding an: opportunity to 
hazard his life for the glory of his Sovereign= 
But if he fails in bis enterprife, the Sovereign 
fuffers, in the perfon of his minifter; an affront; 
which the difłance from his kingdom renders 
it impofible to revenge.” * I am perfuaded,”” 
faid the Monarch, * that Abalta amant would 
fave his life, and the glory of his Sovereign, 
and carry off the Princes.” © Sire,” replied 
they, * the life of Abaltamant is as dear to 
us, as it is to your Majefty, and to your people ; 
he is the guide of our counfels, and we would 
Jee him depart with regret; but if his talents'. 
can exiort the admiration of envy itfelf, we,. 
who lovehim, cannot but confefs,.that none ever 
pofiefled, in fo high a degree, the art of giving 
force to his advice.  Perfuafion flows from his 
lips. _ And when one has yielded to him, it is 
always obvions that it was to tlie firength of: 
his reafoning, and not to any art intended to' 
miflead. We do not imagine that the fove- 
reign of Gochin-China, whofe daughter you' 
wifh to efpoufe, can, more than any other, re= 
fift him, efpecially when the bufinefs concerns 
an alliance fo honourable to himfelf.”* 

* Thefe 
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*Thefe artful difcourfes completely determin- 
ed Olenfa to charge. Abaltamant with this 
„dangerous commifion. This wife favourite, 
<ompletely penetrating the dangerous motives 
of this płot of the Viziers, confidered himfelf 
as honoured by this new inftance of his maf- 
ter's confidence, and hoped, at thefame time, to 
conduct himfelf fo, as not to draw upon him- 
elf, the barbarous treatment, which all thę for- 
imer meflengers had experienced. 

Every thing was now ready for his depar- 
ture. He had taken care that tvery thing ia 
his equipage fhould anounce the wealth, the 
wifdom, and the glory, of the Sovereign whom 
he reprefented. He began his journey, and 
caufed the troops obferve the ftrićteft difcipline 
„onthe road. 

Asfoon as heentered the territories of Gochin- 
China, he redoubled his precautions, and coqn- 
ciliated, by lberality and charity, the good will 
of the people, and the efteem of the magiftrates 
and commanders. At length, he arrived in the 
capital, where fame had already preceded 
him. 

When he was admitted to his firft audience, 
he refpectfully prefented to the King, his let- 
ters of credit, and the magnificent prefents 
which he brought ałong with him. He re- 
«eived the moft fiattering and diftinguifhed at- 
tention; and after having been clothed ina 

Ę gobe 
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"robe of the richeft fur, was conducted to a 
* „palace, allotted for him,'and all his train." He 
'had been ordered to return to the Monarch in 
three days, in order to receive his anfwer. 

The Princefs had been informed, by public 
report, of the objećt of this new embafly. And 
as he returned from giving audience, the King 
her father communicated it to her; and at the 
fame time gave her to underftand, his intention 
to examine ferioufly the propofals which were 
made to him.. 

« Sire,” faid the Princefs to him, *'I expect 
from your Majefty's goodnefs, the liberty of a 
private converfation with this ambaflador. One 
may ufually judge of a Sovereign's difpofition, 
by the choice which he makes of his minifters. 
„Fvery body hitherto is ful of thę praifes of 
this Abaltamant, and you yourfelf feem pleafed 
with him. Allow me time 'to examine, 
whether his private behaviour deferves as 
much praife, as that which he difplays in the 
'public bufinefs with which he is eńtrufted. I 
referve it for myfelf, to put him to fome trials. 
* "rhis requeft of the Princefs was reafonable. 

''The three days of delay were elapfed, ańd 
Abaltamant appeared in the King's prefence. 
After the ufual eompliments, he found him- 
felf engaged to wait upon the Princefs, who de- 
amanded to fpeak with him. The chief of the 
<eunuchs offered to condućt him. Her apart 

ment 
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ment was at no great diftance. However, as 
'he paffed over to it, the wife ambaffador recol- 
„ łeśted himfelf, and called to mind the inftruc= 
 tions of the Egyptian philofopher, who, former- 
ly, fuperintended his education. . Ze wbo keeps 
bis eyes fhut, needs be in no apprebenfion for 
bis fgbt. He wbo refirains tbe motion of bis 
"tongue, does not expofe birfelf to tbe cenfure of” 
tndifcretion ; and be wbo keeps bis bands acrofs 
bus bofom, will not fee tbem cut of. 

Scarcely had he fully recalled thefe maxims, 
when he found himfelf in the prefence of the 
Princefs. She received him opeuly, And without 
a veil, in a fimple drefs, and furrounded by 
-flaves of her own fex, each of whom had pre- 
- tenfions to beauty ; but they were all eclipfed by 
„the Princefs. The ambafador, with his hands 
acrofs his breaft, and with down-caft eyes, 
modeftly offered her his refpeltful homage. 

She made him fit down, he complied, and hav- 
ing feated himfelf on 'a fopha at fome diftance, 
this young beanty thus addrefled him. | 

« What is the objećł of your embaffy to the 
"King my father?” "The King my mafter,” 
replied Abaltamant, ** afpires to the honour of 
becoming your hufband, Madam. All his hap- 
pinefs depends upon his obtaining your hand, 

and [am appointed, to afk it, in his name.”- 
"The Princefs caft down her eyes, and ordered 
fome remarkable jewels, of which fhe would 

VoL. III. 97 have 
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have made him a prefent, to fparkle in the 
cyes of the ambaflador ; attentively obferving, A 
in his looks and countenance,. tke.effeft which 
the fplendor of thefe ftones fhould have upon 
„him. The foul that is debafed by luft or ava- 
„ice, betrays its emotion, by a fingle movement 
of the eye. All the embaffadors who had 
„come from their Sovereigns to court her alli- 
„ance, had undergone the fame trial, and were 
„all dazzled with it. 

«]I would accept your prefents; faid he to 
żhe Princefs, ** with refpely and gratitude.. But 
without tbe ineftimable treafure at whichi 
afpire, for my mafter, they fhall not be mine. 
Your heart and hand, Madam, are the only ob- 
jećts of my wifhes, and of the happinefs of O- 
Jenfa. . Honour my embaffy with a favourable 
anfwer, and you will crown me with felicity.” 

'This refpeltful and wife anfwer charmed the 

Princefs. ** Obtain,” faidfhe, ** my father's 
<confent : I wifh he say grant it. I can explain 
myfelf no farther.”  Abaltamant, quite 
„overjoyed, could fcarcely reftrain himielf from 
„exprefling it. He took leave, and Więbścęjk to 
his own apartment.  . 
| The king came, that fame evening, to vifit 
his daughter. ** We are overcome, my father,” 
Afaid (he to him. ** You wifh to give me a huf- 
„band, who would render me happy. Olenfa muft 
ke your choice. A Sovereign without merit, 

__could 
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gould not have attached to him a minifter like 
Abaltamant. He would have b.en jcalods;” , 
and never would have beftowed. on him his' 
Gonfidence.” After this declaration of the: 
Princefs, the King, determining to make choice” 
* of Olenfa for his fon-in-law, wifhcd, however; 
to have another interview with his ambaffa-- 
dor, and, for this purpofe,. invited him to the: 
palace. 

Abaltamant quickly repaired thither; and: 
the King queftioned hitn refpecting the efFeGt, 
which the fight of his daughter had produced: 
upon him. - a 

« Sire,” replied he, ** I came not to your 
Majefty's court, to fee the perfon, whofe hand 
I was commiffioned to demand. The King my: 
maftćr, informed by fame, and the praifes of 
the poets,: who have celebrated her perfec- 
tions, did not require of me to look upon the 
beauty who is the objęć: of lis love. When 
the Princefs did me the honour, to admit me 
into her prefence, 1 did not forget the refpećt 
which was due to thedauglter of an illuftrious 
King, and the future fpoufe of a powerfęl Mos 
narch. I recalled to my mind the maxims of 
the fage Abailzfim : *£/ you lacź ficadily at the 
fun, faid he, tbe fplendor of uts rays will difa 
folve tbe cbryful of your eyes. *' But,” re 
, plied the King, * fhe made you an offer of 
feme prefents ; why did you not accept of them?” 
| O.2. « Sire, 
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« Sire, I could not do this, till my embaffy: 
fhould be fuccefsful. Your Majefty's anfwer 
will throw light on the conduct I ought to fol-- 
low. Ifit gratifies the wifhes of the King my 
mafter, I will be able to claim formie merittomy- . 
felf, and will think myfelf not unworthy of the 
favour, which has been offered.me with fo good. 
a grace.”” * I have always, till this day,” replied* 
the Prince,” refufed- with difdain, to many 
ćrowned heads, the blefling you are about to carry 
away. Allthe embafiadors, whom they fent to : 
me, appeared prefumptuous, and commiflioned 
by fools, who gave themfelves airs of aflurance 
upon the pretended dignity of their character. 
Not contented with having given proofs of 
meannefs and luft, they forgot themfelves fo. 
far, as to caft their cyeson my danghter. Their «© 
audacity enraged me.to fuch a degree, that, to - 
fecure myfelf againit fimilar enterprifes, and: 
after. having punifhed them, I proclaimed, by 
a publick edićt, that he would expofe himfelf 
to death, who fhould venture to come and de- 
mand the hand of my daughter, in order to 
unite her to a fool, who (hould be bold enough 
to fend a minifter, whofe impudence, avarice, 
or luft I fhould find it neceffary to check. The 
choice which your Monarch has made of you, 
proclaims fo loudły his wifdom and knowledge, . 
that in refufing fuch an alliance, I fhould look. 
upon myfelf as oppodng my daughter”s hap- 
pinefs. 
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pinefs. I truft her to you. Gondućt her to her* 
fpoufe. She will arrive there łoaded with my” 
favours. And ycu, A baltamant, receive a' 
token of my efteem, in this nockiace bł eme- 
ralds, which I beg you to wear, in memory of" 
the friendlhip which I have wowed to the wife- 


minifter of the illuftrious Olenfa. May the ho=" 


ły Prophet direćt your fteps.” 

The King ordered a chofen efcort of his own: 
giards, to accompany the Princefs, wlio depart= 
ed with Abaltamant. 

On his return, the fortunate PE ORA: be= - 
came more and more the inftrument of Olen= 
fa*s decifions. A protection, that could not be- 
naken, appeared to fupport him : He fhared - 
equally, the confidence of the King and Queen, 
who, united by the moft lively and tender fen- 
timents, faw every thing in the fame point of 
. wisw, and indeed had but one will. With thefe 
happy arrangements, who would not have 
thought Abatamant beyond the reach of the 
ftorm ! But it roars even in the harbour, and 
the moft fecure afylum is furrouaded with 
danger. - 

Jealoufy is infeparable from love ; A) we 
have feen that the hcart of Olenfa was fo for- 
. męd, that either of thefe paflions might be 
equally fatal to his repofe. The Viziers, whofe - 
hatred was formnch the more dangerous, as it 


was concealed under the poifon cf Aattery, had ; 


03 fucceeded - 
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fucceeded in bribing two young pages of thie- 
King's chamber. Thefe children, brought up 
and nourilhed in the palace, were accuftomed. 
to remain in the inner apartments. TheKing 
took no offeńce.at this, but permitted them 
to amufe themfelves there, all the time he 
was at bufinefs, and even during the hours of 
reft, which he ufually took in the afternoon. 
Accuftomed to hear their little prattle, he 
was not difturbed by it; on the contrary, it. 
often amufed him, and he had never required 
them to be filent. Such: were the Innocent in- 
ftruments of the calumny and intrigne of A- 
baltamant's enemies. 'Thefe young chiłdren- 
had been inftrućted by the fpies of the Viziers.- 
As foon as they fhould perceive that the Prince 
was on the point of falling afleep, they were to 
entertain him with fome interefiing and curious- 
adventure of the palace, which fhonid be taught 
them fecretly. ** If the King hears you with- 
ott ordering you to befilent,”” faid they to the 
„children, « ję isćertain that you will have amuf- 
ed him, and that he will love you ftill more on 
that account. When this little plan was well 
concerted, they left the pages, to their own 
difcretion; and next day, put the propofed 
plan in execution, and with the greateft fuce 

cefs. 
While he feigned to be afleep, the King lear= 
ned, that one of his old eunuchs, in love with a 
| young 
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young flave, in place of the good fortune which 
he hoped for, had paffed the night with the 
ołdeft in the feraglio ; and as theyshąd contri- 
ved to furprife him, he had become the objećt. 
of ridicule. The King found no harm in this 
adventure ; irregularities were reformed, in his 
houfe, by ridicule, and this method did not 
difpleafe him. 

The next day, as foon as he was upon tle 
fopha, he fet himfelf to liften. But as the pa- 
ges had got no lefion, he heard nothing inte- 
refting. The third day, the oldeft of thefe 
chiłdren, meeting one of the Viziers, ingenu- 
oufly faid to him, ** Yefterday we faid nothing 
in the King”s chamber, becaufe we had learn 
ed-nothing. But although he was afleep, we 
plainły perceived, from the corner of his eye, 
that he had a good mind to liften; teach us 
therefore fome little ftory.* ** Here is one,” 
faid the minifter : ** The ancient favourite hath 
loft her diamond, and it is the flave Abdialla 
who hath taken it: but this is the way you 
muft manage your converfation. Your com- 
- panion fhall afk you, if you can guefs who 
hath taken the diamond. You fhall anfwer,. 
« Itis certainly Abdralla ; for he is ina great- 
er paflion, and cries out louder than the reft.* 
The page, well pleafed, thanked him. "The 
next day, the King was entertained with the 
flory of the diamond. Abdialla was accufed, 

* that 
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that very evening. But the Vizier had beer” 

„ Imformed of all this in the morning, by a Jew,' 
to whom the jewel had been offered. Olenfa . 
was not a little furprifed at the, difcernment of 
the chiłdren in this matter, and began to give 
foms credit to their reports: - 

The time was come, for bringing into play;' 
the expedients that were to ruin Abaltamant. - 
The two Viziers fent for the young children, - 
and congratnlated them, on having fucceeded 
fo well in amufing his Majefty, afluring them, - 
that iince that time, he treated them with more: 
than his ufual kindnefs. * If you will be-* 
lieve us,” added they, ** you will become the: 
richeft and moft powerful people in the palace; 
and as the reward of what you have already: 
done, there is a pretty purfe, with ten pieces of 
gold : But cónceal it carefnlly, for there is 
that fad Abaltamant, who cannot bear people 

- to become rich. If he were to be believed, one 
ought to faft through the whole year, in the 
palace, juit as on thefaft of Ramedan: nay, - 

* he would put out all the lamps on the days of 
tejoicjng, on purpofe to fave the oil. Flashe; 
ever made you the fmalleft prefent?” No,” 
replicd the children ingenuonfty. 4 Well !'? 
replied the Viziers, * he muft be banifhed> 
from the court, and fent to tlie country, to” 
praćtice his economy, We will compofe to- 
getber a little hiftory, which you will recite - 

before 
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befóve the King, a$ you did the others, and if ' 
you fueceed, you fhall have an hundred purfes. 


like this.” 
A promife like this made a ftrong impref- 


fion upon the children ; and yhe Viziers avail-. 


ed themfelves of it, to engrave on theit memory 
all the circumftanzes of the converfation they 
were to hold. 'Thcy made them repeat them 


everal times ; and the innocent pair, allured by 


the i inticement of the gold, returned to the pa- 


lace, fully determined to try every thing, in. 


arder foon to beconie mafters of this fortune. 


Fate fo ordered it, that Olenfa was lefs foe- 


ber than ufual. He returned to. his aparte 
ment, with his head coufufed by the vapours 
which had afcended to it, tkrew hiinfelf on the 
fophu, and fell afleep. But his unquiet ref 
was foon difturbed, by the ordinsry prating of 
the two pages; he heard the name of Abalta- 
mant, and this attraćted his attenfion. 

« The chief of the eunuchs,” faid one of 
thefe children, ** has promifed mea fine girdle, 
if I am vety wife ; and that I may obtain it, I 
will become as wife as Abaltamaqt.? *' Ves,” 
replied the other, ** and when you fhall be as 
wifć as he, you will fhare the careffes of the 
Queen.” ** You have feenthem then?” ** Well! 
and if I have feen them ; whenever the King 
is at the chace, I place myfelf on the watch, 


near the door of the clofet, and fee them through 
the 


* 
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the key hole, as they are embracing each other 
with great fondnefs. This has continued e- 
ver fince they arrived from Gochin-Ghina.” 
Olenfa'*s head, as we have reniarked, was- 
confufed by the cbnfequences of his intempe-' 
rance. He lovcd the Queen to excefs. Om 
hearing this converfation, ke became jealous, 
and his jealoufy was foon heightened into 
rage. He could not fuppofe, that there was; 
any deceit on the innocent lips of thefe chil- 
dren, and he believed them to Że ingenuous.- 
He arofe from the fopla, as if he had juft a- 
waked, entered the apartment, where he ufual-- 
ly gave private audiences, and'ordered Abalta- 
mant to be inftantly fent for. | 
This favourite Kaftened to the King; he 
proftrated himfęl, according to cultom, in to 
ken of refpęfl and obedience ; and the Sove- 
reign, fcarstly giving him time to raife him-. 
felf, faid to him, * Abaltamant! What pu- 
nifhment does a man deferve, who feduces his: 
| neigibour” s wife? —* "The law,” replied the 
mynifłer, * ordains that every man fhould be 
teated, as he*"would have treated another in. 
his circumftances.*—% It muft be fiil more 
clearly explained,” replied Olenfa ; ** and' what 
woułd:the audacious man „deferve, who fhould 
Kave violated the konour of the King, in the. 
perfon of his wife?%.— A death fo fudden,”” 
-replied Abaltamant, « as fhould leave no in= 
terval: 
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s*erval betwixt the crime and the punifhment.” 
m Monter of ingratitude !”* exclaimed the 
King, * thou haft pronounced thine own fen- 
tence.” In that moment, he plunged his can- 
jard into his heart, and made his body be 
thrown into the pit deftined for the buriał of 
criminals. 

- On the firft motion that the King had made, 
in rifing from the fopha, the pages were fright- 
ened, and as they filed, had left tlie purfe, and 
the ten pieces of gold, which the Vizier had 
given them. - 

Olenfa having fatiated his vengeance, retir- 
ed to his chamber. 'The'frft objects that pre. 
fented themfelves to his attention, were the 
purfe, and the pieces of gold, lying icattered 
there. He called a fiave, and afked: him con- 
<erning the money. The flave anfwered, that 
he had feen the purfe hanging at the girdle of 
one of the pages, and thought it was a prefent 
from bis Majefty. ** I never gave thefe chil- 
dren money,” replied Olenza; ** let them ap- 
pear before me immediately.” 

They arrived trembling and cenfufed. ** Who 
was it that gave you this money?” enquired 
the King in a paflion. At this quefticn, and 
efpecially at the tone with which it was pro- 
nounced, thefe poor children, burfting into 
tears, mentioned the Viziers, and foon confef- 
fed the whole plot, which had been carried on 


ky 
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tby their means and likewife the reward, 
„which had been promifed them. They had 
enever thought, that the King would kil A- 
baltamant fo fuddenly, and they were perfuad- 
„ded, that the Viziers were bad:men, who had 
„deceived them, and induced them to commit 
evil. | | 
« Alas!” exclaimed this Prince, tormented 
witch remorfe, ** what good reafon had Abalta- 
.mant for wilhing to remain at adiftance from 
„my court! I premifed to him ńottoliften to a- 
ny accufer ; he trufted my word ; and I thought 
I was keeping it, by fhuting my ears againft 
the infinuations of his rivals. But tliey have 
deceived me by means of two children. I am 
become in one moment perjured, ungrateful,and 
an affaflin. O Abałtamant! how much I regret, 
"that I cannot do you .jufticeon myfelf! But 
I will at leaft calm the remorfe of my con- 
'fcience, by doing it on your enemies.” 

- After this, Olenfa made the guilty Viziers 
- „he brought into his prefence. ** Abominable 
feducers !”faid he to them, ** 'Traitors ! Ime 
poftors ! Do you flatter yourfelves, that heaven 
will leave unpunifhed the crime that is com. 
-mitted in fecret, and that the innocent will not 
_ be avenged? He who digs a ditch for his e- 
„nemy, muft fall into it himfelf. Abaltamant 
abhorred your extortion. Freed from the 
«cares of this life, he now repofes in the arms 


„of 
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*0f the divine Prophet. As for you, unremit- 
ting and endlefs punifaments await you. Your 
foul, torn from your body, fhall be caft into 
that abyfs, where the fire will devour, but ne= 
ver deftroy it.” 

He *made the two Viziers be beheaded 
. that very 'inftant. Their bodies were given 
to wild beafts ; while that of Abaltamant was 
interred in a ftately tomb, which was built on 
purpofe to receive him. Thither the King and 
Queen óften repaired, to offer up their devo- 
tions, and fhed their tears on the marble which 
covered hiin. Nor did Olenfa cver forgive 
himfelf the murder, which too much precipi- 
tation had led him to commit. 

«4 See, Sire,” continued Aladin, * what bit. 
ternefs, his forgetting himfelf, hath fhed over: 
the life of a Sovereign, worthy, in other res 
fpećts, of the affcćtion of his people. See, 
'how dangerous are eorrupted minifters ! It 
is not at prefent any perfonal danger which 
terrifies me. Dead or alive, my innocence 
fecures me the protection of God. But what 
uneafinefs and tears will it one day coft your 
Majefty, (hould you put me to death. Hea- 
ven will then haften to difclofe tle hatefnl plots 
of mine enemies. Ah! heaven grant that the 
heart of your M: ajefty may never be tortured 
with fnch remorfe !” 


VOL. III. P Bohetzad 
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. Bohetzad, always more moved, and deeply: 
affelted by the difcourfes which he heard, and 
by the refłećtions and fentiments with which 
they were mixed, could not determine to exe- 
„eute the fentence, which had been fo often pro- 

ounced, and canfęd the mminifter once more e 

led back to prifon. 

On this new act of goodnefs, which his mi- 
nifters temned weaknefs, they aflembled, and 
goncerted a laft effort to influence the mind of 
the monarch. If Aladin fhould once efcape 
from their plots, all their lives would be in 
danger. They demanded an andience of the 
Qiieen, and were admitted. ** Madam,” faid* 
one of them to her, ** the King, allowing him- 
felf to be deceived by the bewitching fpeeches 
of the andacious fellow, who hath offended 
you both, delays his punifhment without any 
reafon. The people, attributing this to the 
influence of your protećtion, indulge them- 
felves in conjećtures, moft injurious to you. 
<lladin ts clearly gutlty, (ay they, but be 
will not be punifbed ; tbe Dueen protects bim. 

- The Qneen, convinced by this, that her ho-. 
| jour was itained by thefe too frequent delays, 
| complained of it herfelftothe King, And the 
| Sovereign, drawn on by fuch powerful folici- 

tations, determined at length to put an end to 

his irrefolution, by'the punifhment of the cri- 
minal, He went to the divan, and in a tone of 


fzverity, „ordered Aladin to be fent for. 
i Ep Seeing 


” 
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Śceing the cold and referved air of the Mo»- 
narch, the Viziers congratulated themfelves, 
on the fuccefs of the ftep they had taken with 
the Queen. As foon as the prifoner appear- 
ed, they loaded him at once with the moft aż 
bufive invećtives.” ** Wretch that thou art,” 
faid they, ** the earth thirfts after thy blood; 
The worms are expećting thy body.” They 
thought to draw on the opinion of the Sove- 
reign, and to direćt his paflion to this point, 
Aladin, without emotion, and difdaining to 
make them a'direct reply, fpoke as follows: 

« One may, but without paflion, bear teftimo= 
ny agaińft the accufed. If he is convićted; 
juftice condemns him. But the judge, in def- 
ceribing the crime, and pronouncing”fentence, 
"never forgets the attention, that is due to 
the creature of God, on whom the punifh- - 
ment is about to fall. Here I fee nothing but 
fury and jealous rage. They are devoured by: 
their thirft for blood, and equity is not the ba- 
fis of their judgments. All the injurious im« 
putations, which have been levelled againft. 
me, vanifh. An invifible hand imprints on 
my forelead, the ferenity of innocence. An 
inward fentiment tells me, that having lived; 
free from crimes, I fhall not be confounded. 
with the guiłty.  Unhappy is the man, whofe 
confcience gives a contrary teftimony. He 

P 2- endeavoursy 
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endeavours, in vain, to fhun the ftroke that 
threatens him. The hiftory of the Sultan. 
Hebraim, and of his fon, is a proof ofthis.” . 

Bohetzad, ftruck with aftonifhment at the. 
intrepid firmnefs of Aladih, and the united rage: 
of his minifters, and rendered undecided by the 
fight of the picture before him, wifhed ftill to. 
hear the adventures of Hebralm; and the fuper- 
intendant having obtained permiflion to relate. 
„ them, he tlius began : 






nk. pzę= 


Hifory of 'tbe Sultan Hebraim, and bis Sont,. 
or tbe Predefitnated, 


"T'xr Solan Hebraim, called by his birth, to. 
the government of extenfive dóminions, had: 
enlarged them confiderably, by the fuccefs of” 
his arms. But the want of an heir difturbed. 
the enjoyment of his glory. In vain had he. 
peopled his feraglio with. the- moft beautifut: 
flaves. They only gratified his defires, but 
did not realife his hopes. One day, at length,, 
one of them exhibited marks of pregnancy. 

At this unexpelted news, Hebraim, filled 
with joy, loaded this favourite with prefents,. 
ordered prayers to be faid in all the mofques,, 
and confulted the moft fkilfull aftrologers, re- 
fpećting the fate of the Prince, whofe birth he 
„expected. In reality, the time being come, . 

> this : 
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this mother produced a fon, whofe birth was- 
celebrated by' public rejoicings, and feafts,' 
„which, during forty days, announced to the 
people the happinefs of the Sovereign. This 
time was employed in a very different man- 
ner by the aftrologers, who, watching to giye e 
an account to the Sultan of the fuccefs of. their 
labours, found themfelves embarrafled and con- 
fufed in their obfervations. They could not 
conceal from the Sultan, tlie nature of the ma« 
lignant influences of the ftar, which had pre- 
fided at the birth of-his fon. The orbit of 
his planet, black, and ftained with blood, an= 
nounced misfortunes,'which it would be diffis 
cult to refift. In fine, they unanimoufly de- 
clared, that before he was feven years old, the 
ińfant would be expofed to the devouring jaws 
of a lion; but that if he could efcape the fury 
of tlrat animal, during this determinate fpac 
of time, his hand would become fatal to the 
author ef his exiftence, whofe life fhould be in 
danger: And that there was no other way by 
which he could efcape the evils that threatened 
him, but by becoming, by the effects of educa- 
tion, an enlightened, wife and virtuous Prince. 
The anounciation of fo mournful a predic-' 
tion diffipated the joy of Hebraim, and the days 
of public happinefs were fpent by him in tears 
and in grief. Neverthelefs, as hope never for- 
fakes the unfortunate, he fląttered himfelf, apd 
. P 3. | wag * 
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was happy to think, that it was'pofible to» 
fereen the heir of his power from the decrees of” 
fate. It did not appear to him impoffible, to - 
protect his fon from tlre attacks of the lion, till" 
the appointed term of feven years; and, after - 
having fnatched him from the firft decrce of * 
deftiny, he might, by carefully watching over” 
his education, beget in him fentiments of wif- 
dóm, and the love of virtue, and thus difprove - 
tle predićtion of the aftrologers. 


After thefe reflećtions, the Sultan prepared * 
a retreat, on the fummit of a mountain, in". 


which he was in hope that his' fon would be - 
fafe from the attacks of the lion, for the feven 
years determined by fate. A number of work- 
men were employed, in forming in the rock a 
cavity of an hundred feet in depth, about an. 


hundred and fifty in length, and thirty in.* 


breadth. They let down into this, every ma-. 
terial neceflary to make a commodious lodging ; 
and a fpring of water was found. there, but 
they contriveda paffage for it, as wellas for. 
the rain water, which might be collećted in this 


cavity. They carried earth to it, and put plants - 


there, which were foon ina thriving condi= 
tion. 
After having furnified this little palace in a 


proper manner, they let down into it, the . 


Prince and his nurfe, by the help of a pulley ;. 
together with every neceflary article for a 
month. 
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month. At the: end of every moon, Hebraim 
came regularly to vifit his fon ; the nurfe laid 
the child in a bafket, made of bulrufhes, which 
was lifted 'up to the very brim of the entrance; - 
and while the father zielded' te the fweeteft ' 
emotions of nature in' carefling his foń, a 
numerous guard, by the thundering found of 
their inftrumeńts, kept the wild beafts at a dif- 
tance. When the vifit was over, the provi- 
fiens were renewed ; and the cord, rolling upon 
the pulley, gently returned to the bottom of the 
cave the bafket and the Infant. 

This young Prince grew and profpered in - 
this folitary habitation, which a very ftrong 
vegetation had adorned with trees and fhrubs 
of every kind. The fatal term, marked out 
bythe aftrologers, was almofł completely elap- 
fed. Only twenty days were wanting to fulfll 
the feven years, when a troop of unknown 
hunters, in vigorous purfuit of an enormous 
lion, which they had. already wounded, 
came to the fummit of the mountain, in full 
view of their prey. The furious animal, ter- 
rified by their fhouts, and ftruck by arrows, 
which were fhot at it from every quarter, found 
this cavity in its courfe, and either blinded 
by terror, or being now in difpair, immediately 
darted into it. It fell upon a tree, which bend- 
ing under its weight, confiderably broke the 

force 
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force of a fall, which would have dafhed it te* 
pieces on the bottom of this pit. 

The terrified nurfe endeavoured to conceal: 
herfelf ; and the: monfter found the child, which. 
it grievoufły wounded on the fhoulder. On. 
hearing the cries of the infant, the nurfe, for=- 
getting her own danger, flew to his affiftance. - 
"The lon darted at her, and having torn her in 
pieces, was about to devour her, when the 
huntfmen, coming fuddenly up to the brink of 
the precipice, let fly at once a fhower of ar- - 
rows upon the voracious animal. His body” 
was full of them, the blood gulhed from every 
part of it, and an enormous ftone, thrown at his ; 
head, killed him on the fpot. 

After this exploit, the huntfmen, anxious : 
to difcover the child, whofe cries refounded in 
this frightful habitation, eagerly defcended in- 
to it. But, what was their aftonifhment, when 
they found there, at the fide of a dead woman, 
a beautiful infant, richly drefled, and fwimming 
in the blood of the wounds it had received !- 
Their firft care was to aflift the innocent crea- 
ture, which ftill breathed. They bathed its 
wounds, and wrapped them up with healing 
herbs. As foon as the infant appeared more 
calm, they buried the nurfe, and examined this 
jtrange retreat. The furniture of this fmall 
habitation appeared extremely rich, and a 
quantity of provifions was found there, which 

| feemed 
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fżemed to have come down from heaven. The 
huntfmen took poffeflion of every thing by 
the right of conqueft, and fought how they 
might take out of this dungeon, every thing. 
it concealed. 

'The bafket of bulrulhes was firft employed 
in drawing up the young child out of this ha- 
bitation, and next all the effects, the furniture 
and the provifions, were raifed by means of the 
pulley, which was fixed at the top of the cave. 
When every thing was out, a divifion was 
made. The chief of tle troop took pofleflion 
of the infant, in whofe prefervation he felt' 
himfelf ftrongly interefted, and carried it with 
him to his own houfe, 

The only fon of the Sultan Hebraim had" 
fallen into good hands. His benefaćtor was a 
man of diftinćtion, wealthy, and without a 
fault, but that of an unlimited paflion for the 
chace. Struck with the beauty, and the fweet- 
nefs of his young fcholar, he paid the greateft. 
attention to.his eftablifhment. And when he 
found him capable of anfwering his queftions, 
he endeavoured to learn from him who he was, 
and for what reafon he had been made to dwell 
in fo extraordinary an habitation. 

« | know not,” replied' the child ; ** I lived 
with the woman whom you found dead; fhe gave 
me every thing I wanted. From time to time, . 


2.man, much bigger than you, came, and ftood 
”. at ż 
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at the top of the dwelling where you found' 
me. | was put into a bafket, and drawn up to* 
Kim. He carrefied me very much, and called 
me his dear child, I called the woman nutfe, 

and fhe likewife AE I was her dear child. I 
Know nothing more.” 

The benefaćtor could not conclude, from this 
fimple declaration, any thing elfe than that this 
child .owed its birth to patents of an illuftrious+ 
rank ; but he could not difcover the very eX-- 
traordinary reafon which had forced them to 
conceal its exifłence, by a method ftill more ex 
traordinary, Expeóting that time would unra- 
vel this myftery, he paid every attention to his 
, €ducation, had Him infirućted in the fciences, 
and trained up in exercifes fuitable to the moft. 
illuftricus defcent. | 

The young difciple early anfwered the hopes: 
of his friend. He excelled particularly in the: 
art of horfemanfhip, handled 'every fort of 
weapon with dexterity, and, in general, acquired: 
all the knowledge neceflary for the. moft refo=' 
lute warrior or hunter. | 

One day, as they were both cwi in the: 
purfuit of fome tygers, they were fuddenly fur-' 
rounded by a band of robbers. Abaquir (for: 
that was the young man's name) difplayed, as 
well as his mafler, prodigious feats of valour- 
But, overpowered by numbers, thej were both: 
plundered. The protector of Abaquir loft. 

his- 


— 
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*his life, and he himfelf received fome flight 
wounds ; but the faintnefs which fucceeded was 
more the effeft of fatigue than of blows. As 
foon as the robbers had difappeared, he came 
to himfelf: and being naturally courageous, he 
attempted, although deprived of every aid, to 
crofs the defert, in order to reach fome inhabit- 
ed place, having nothing for his defence but a 
hunter”sjavelin, which had been left on the field 
of battle, - 

He had travelled but a few hours, when he 
percejved in the plain, a man in the habit of a 
dervife. _He.made hafte to join him, addrefied 
and faluted him. The dervife prevented him, 
by beginningthe converfation Limfelf, ** Beau- 
1iful young man,” faid he to him, ** you are 
naked and wounded. Who hath reduced you 
to the diftreffed firuation in which I fee you?” 
Abaquir did not hefitate to relate his adventure 
to this man, whom he took for fome holy per- 
fon, and confidently afked from him fome food 
and clothing. ** Oneought,” replied the der- 
vife, ** to know what it is to ftrip himfelf in 
order to cloath his brother, and to fhare with 
him his food, in order to preferve him.” At the 
fame time, he covered the young man with his 
cloak, made him fit down, and drew from a fort 
of wallet, fome dates, bread baked with tlie milk 
of a camel, and a bottle of the fkin of a goat, 
eontaining five orfix pints of water. ** Hold,” 

faid 
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faid he, ** you fhall have the repaft of a peni- 
tent. I carry thefe with me to fupply my own 
wants and thofe of others ; but we „wilł go to 
my cave, and there you will find both SR 
and plenty.” 

Abaquir, before he began to eat, returned 
thanks to the holy Prophet, for fo feafonable a 
relief. When the firit calls of necefity were 
fatisfied, the dervife prevailed upon him to go 
with him to his cell, which was at no Kaj 
diftance.  » 

Abaqnir was received there with €very 
mark of benevolent charity. His wounds „were 
wafhed and dreffed, and the moft nourilhing 
food was fet before lim. In this wild habita- 
tion, the tables and chairs were nothing but 
ftones, rudely thrown together ; and the beds 
were made of heaps of mofs ; put it was very 
well for Abaquir, who had been reduced to the 
want of every thing. Befides, the attention of 
his landlord fupplied the want of conveniences 
in this retreat. The young man conceivćd the 
higheft idea of the profeffion of a dervife, from 
its infpiring fentiments fo hiimane. 

'< My dear child,” faid the difguifed perfon 
to him, * Tubmit to the care which 1 take plea- 
fure to beftow on you ; do not place all to the 
account of religion. You infpire me with'a * 
ftrong intereft, and ifyou wifh to go away from 
'me, you muft at leaft tarry till you are perfect- 

ly 
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ły recovered of your wounds; for the paflage 
from this defert is extremely difficult.” 

Although the young man could not but hew 
himfelf grateful for fo much attention, jet it 
did not appear uncommon to him. Accuftom- 
ed to the tender careffes of his nurfe, to'thofe of 
his father, and of his generous benefaćtor, who 
had fince direćted his education, the attentions 
of the psetended dervife, feemed to him affec- 
tionate and natural. The latter, by degrees, 
came to know all the adventures of Abaquir, 
and appeared to take in him an intereft, org 
more marked. 

« Either I am much deceived, child,” Bid 
the reclufe, ** or I perceive that you are refer- 
ved for very high fates: and I devote myfelf 
to become your condućter, in this fortunate 
career. I will reftore to you this father, who 
took fo much pleafure in lavilning his carefies 
upon you.*—' Ah! if you can,” replied A- 
baquir, ** condućt me to him immediately. — 
<« n your prefent condition? No, my child, you 

are unacquainted with mankind, Nature fpeaks 
_not with the great in favour of a firanger, co- 
vered with the old cloak ofa dervife. Before 
you could obtain a hearing, you wonlq cxpe- 
rience the treatment referved for an impoftor, 
and there would be a number of interefted 
people, ready to forbid you all accefs. Butat 
prefent you are with a man who Joves you, 
and whofe refources are inexhaufible. A 


Vot. 1II. Q_ difguft 
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difguft at tlie riches and vanities of'the world, 
made me form the refolution of retiring from 
it. But to.morrow, if I choofe, I can have 
"more of them in my poffeflion, than would 
fatisfy the ambition of the moft wealthy 
potentates on earth. I can fhew you part of 
them. Theearth conceals treafures, which I can 
force her to give up. Not far from this there 
is great abundance of them, and I will conduct 
you thither. You fhall take what may be ne. 
ceflary to carry you to your father's court, 
preceded by an hundred camels, łoaded with 
the richeft ftuffs of the Eaft, and each of them 
Jed by a flave. You fhall be furrounded by-a 
_ guard, which will fecure you refpećt, wherever 
you pafs.”” | 

Abaquir was loft dn admiration. He coald 
not imagine that thefe magnificent promiles 
were real, when he looked upon the coarfe 
cloak with which he was covered, the furni- 
„ture, and the fantaftic utenfils of his landlord. 
"The latter, after having been fome moments 
łoft in reflećtion, thus refumed his fpeech : 
* Oh ! my child, never let appearance deceive 
you! the more you advance in years, the mote 
you will learn to diftruft its illufions. Iama 
dervife by inclination, but another man is con- 
cealed under my cloak. He hath taken a 
friendfhip foc you, and it is he who wifhes to 
hafen your SZ ze the clothes which 
I wear - 
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I wear are not mean ; here is one which be- 
comes none but brave and powerful men.” At 
„the fame time, the pretended dervife opened his 


cąflocs, and difcovered a girdle of red, yellow ' 


and green filk. ** Take courage, young man !? 


continued he, *to-morrow l will fhew'yon great 


things. - Qur attention will be engaged about 
ygur fortune. 1 fhall be able, without being 
obliged to go far, tó find out this fingular cave, 
in włich you was brought up. 1 fkall know 
the architect. And in a month, after having 
finifhęd all our preparations, we will depart 


for your father's court, with a train of atten- 


dants, she will force <very body to come and 
meet us.” 

The difcovery-of this girdle under rażs, had 
firuck Abaquir with aftonilhment, „He de- 
pended upori the promifes of his new pfotector, 
and accepted lis offers. * At leaft,* continur- 
ed tbis extraordinary man, ** as foon as you 
fnalj be at your father's_houfe, and, notwith- 
ftanding the pain. which our feparation will 
coft you, I require your permifiion, to retum 
to my. folitary mannerof life. »__e Willingly,” 
replied Abaquir; ** but you will not. prevent 
me from condućting you thither.” 

Qa the morning of the next day, the dervife 
made the young man take'a bafket with pro» 
vifions for breakfaft, and a parcel of ropes : and 
they went together to the bottom of a fteep 

Q_2 | mountain. 
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mountain. When they had arrived there, the 
companion of Abaquir encouraged him to 
exert new ftrength. * You may,” faid hę, 
-« fuffer a lietle fatigue, but refleting that you 
are to reap the fruit of it, you muft redouble 
your courage. Be not aftonifhed at what you 
are abont to fee. This mountain contains im 
its bofom, a treafure which cannot be eftimat- 
ed. 'Thefe riches are abandoned to magi like 
me. - But we defpife ufing them for ourfelves. 
Dort fpend your time in gathering gold, which 
you will find here in great quantity ; take no- 
thing but precious ftones; this is the beft 
method of enriching yourfelf fpeedily.” 

After this advice, the dervife threw off his 
cloak, and apptared as a magician. He was 
covered only with his large party.coloured 
girdle, which adorned his breaft and loins, and 
whofe extremities hung down npon his legs. 
Hetook- from a purfe which hung from his girdle, 
an inftrument for ftriking fire, and having lighted 
a taper, he barnt perfumes, and running over a 
book which covered his breaft, he pronounced 
with a łoudvoice, a magieal chatm. Scarcely had 
he finifhed, when the earth fhook under his feet, 
opened before him, and difzovered a fquare 
ftone of marbie, npon the middle of wliich the 
magician immediately fcattered  perfumes. 
When he thoyght the air would be fuficiently 
purified and refrefhed with them, he girdcd- 

|. ec Abaquir 
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Abaquir with a rope under his arms, put a 
„taper in his hand, aid let him down into the 
opening. 

As foon as Aoakńżr had got into ie, his eyes 
were dazzled by the fplendor of the riches with 
which he was furrounded. But faithful to 
the advice of the magician, he picked up only 
precions ftones, with which he filled the baf- 
ket, which his guide had let down to him by a 
cord. When it was full, and liftecd outof the 
pit, the magician took it; and at that moment 
a dreadful noife was heard, the fatal trap was 
fhut, and the young Abaquir found himfelf 
fwallowed up in the bowels of the earth, with- 
ont any. hope of ever getting out. 

He believed he was betrayed by the magi- 
cian, and, without great vigour of mind, would 
have abandoned himfelf to defpair. But, af- 
ter having fhed f(ome tears, he retraced in his 
- memory the events of his former life. Threata 
ened, in his early infancy, with becoming the 
prey of a lion, providence had protected 
him from danger. Attacked afterwards by 
robbers, the fame protection had faved him. 
«« The arm which hath defended me,” (aid he, 
« will not ceafe to do fo ftil; I am innocent, 
and betrayed.* |In this confidence, he pro- 
ftrated himfelf before Him, who has tle keys 
of the deep; and refted with coniidence in his 
afifiance, 
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- - By the light of the candle, which was ftilb * 
burning, he examined tlie immenfe cave which 
ferved him for a prifon; he thought he per-. 
ceived 'in. the bottom a padage, the path of 
which could not be followed without ftooping. 
He approached it with his light, but there 
came from it fo ftrong a wind, that it was in- 
ftantly extinguifhed. Far from leffening his 
hopes, this accident feemed to encreafe them. 
So violent a wind announced to him a pafłage 
outward. He entered it with great difficulty, 
and almoft creeping in this darknefs: As he 

. advanced, he heard a hollow noife, whofe mur- 
mur prefaged to him fome fingular event. He 

foon perceived, that he dipt his hands and his 
knees in a fpring of running water: he raifed 
his head, and finding that he could take fome 
reft, he fat dówn upon a ftone, which he had 
met with, amid the murmurs of many other 
ftreams, which flowed from thefe deep caves. 

He filled the hollow of his kand with this wa- 
ter, wbich was frefh, and delicious. He drank 
of it, and after having recruited his ftrength, 
he continued this fatiguing journey. But 
thefe little ftreams, which thus far had only 
run upon the ground, had here hollowed out 
a bed for themfelves. He was obliged to en- 
ter it, and the farther he advanced, the more 
tle danger encreafed, till at laft he began to 
fwim. The parach around him at length, 

began 
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began to be dilipated. "The cavern grew 
wider and higher, and admitted a feeble ray cf 

light, which feemed to announce that the out- 
' let was near. The ftrength of the fwimmer 
increafed with his hopes; and he foon found. 
himfelf under the vault of heaven, at the mo- 
ment when the fun was ceafing to adorn it, 
and the goddefs. of the night was fucceeding 
to the tafk. 

Abaquir muft now repofe without fear, 
fpr his ftrength wasexhaufted, He laid him- 
felf upon the ground, and, overcome with fa- 
tigue, foon fell afleep. He had but few of the 
wet clothes, which he had received from the 
magician, to put off. "The rubbing of the flints 
had carried away part of thera, and thę re- 
mainder was but fhreds. 

The finging of birds new announced the re- 
turn of morning, and the firft rays of the fun 
awaked Abaquir. "This young Prince, on o- 
pening his eyes, recollećted the dangers from 
which he had juft efcaped. He retraced the 
moft trifing circumftances of them in his me- 
mory. „He thought he remembered to have 
feen, in the frightful cavern he had: traverfed, 
the carcafes of fuch as had fallen vićtims ta 
the ambition of. the wicked magician. This 
remembrance filled his foul with terror and 
difmay ; but at the fame time, he felt the 
(yalue of the bleffings of the Almighty hand, 
sk which 
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which had miraculoufly refctted him from this 
tomb. His eyes, raifed to heaven, and fwim- 
ing in tears, exprefled his gratitude, while his 
lips celebrated the pralfes of the Almighty, 
„and of bis Prophet. ; 

Thefe firft duties being fulfilled, it became 
- neceflary to appeafe, by fome food, the hunger 
which preyed upon him, [In running round 
the borders of a fmall lake, where he was, he 
perceived fome recds, of which he fucked the 
falks, and chewed the roots with his teeth. 
He dug up the earth all around, which fur- 
nifhed him fuch fupplies as his urgent need re- 
quired. By the help of care and patience, he 
at laft regained his ftrength with his courage. 
He then took up fome fhreds of his clothes, al- 
ready dried by the fun, and fixed them to a 
girdle, made of the leaves of reeds; and by 
fearching carefully, he found a ftick, which 
ferved him at once for fupport and: defence. 
He arrived, at length, after much fatigue, up. 
_on a little plain, from whence he difcovered a 
neighbouring city, to which he direćted his 
fteps, by the firft road that prefented itfelf. 

As foon as he was perceived by the inhabi- 
tants, one of them ran to meet him, ańd ap. 
peared eager to lavifh upon him the afliftance, 
of which his external appearance fhewed he 
had need. He foon obliged him to take an 
aa in his houfe, where he was received 

with 
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w/ith kindnefs ; the recital of his adventures. 
was liftened to with feeling, and he found con= 
fidents in his misfortunes. And now, without 
feeling a moment”s uneafinefs concerning the 
fate of this young Prince, let us return to the 
Sułtan Hebraim, his father, much more afiic- 
ted than he, by the actomplifhment of the 
mournful predićłion. » 
The fecond day after the defeat of the lion, 
, was the rigorous term afiigned by the aftrolo= 
gers. The Sultan, thinking to reap, at Jength, 
the fruit of his cares and prudence, appcared 
at the top of the opening ; and announced his 
arrival, as ufual, by the found of a horn. 
But no body having anfwered his firft fignal, 
Hebraim, uneafy at this flence, made fome 
of his officers go down into the pit; who, af- 
ter much diligent but fruitlefs fearch, found 
nothing in it, but the paw of a lion. This 
unhappy father doubted no longer the death 
of his fon; he returned in hafte to his palace, 
and fint for the fzme aftrologers, whom he 
had formerly conufulted, refpećting his fate. 
« Unhappy, that I am!” faid hs to them, 
« your fatal predi iGtion is verified ; my fon has 
been devvured br a lion, before the expiration 
of thę fzven years; for in the retrcat which I 
prepared fór him, I have found nothing but 
the paw of an enormous lion”"—'* Invincible 
poet '? repligd the afrologers, ** fince the 
EVvEDŃ 
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event forces from you an acknowledgment of 
the truth of our prefage, we muft congratu- 
late you now on being beyond the reach of an 
inevitable death, which he, whofe lofs you 
deplore, would have brought upon you. 
Your fon, falling under his deftiny, has died 
in innócence, and you are preferved.* This 
reflećtion brought fome relief to the natural 
forrow of the Sultan, and time completely ef- 
faced the remembrarce of it. 

In the mean time, Abaquir, of whom we 
muft not lofe fight, grew weary of his idlenefs* 
- in this little village, where he had been fo well 
received, —His landlord had a numerous fa- 
mily, and but very fmall refources for their 
maintenance. Ihe'young Prince, being un- 
willing to be a burden to him, went frequent . 
ły to hupt inthe country, One day, as he had 
killed a deer, and was preparing to lay it on his 
fhoulders, he wąs fuddenly furrounded bya troop 
of horfemen,. żmł doubted not, but he was in the 
- middle of a band of robbers. ** Companion !* 
„ faid the chief to him, * you hunt on fcot, and 
carry nothing but a bow. * There are, how- 
ever, in thefe deferts many lions and tygers; 
and you may fome day be worfted. Come 
and hunt along with us, and we will give you 
an excellent horfe.”  Abaquir, already eager 
for the chace, thought he had found an exceł- 
lent opportunity of following his inclination, 

and 
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and of relieving his landlord of the burden bf - 
his entertainment. He brifkly replied to this 
offer, by faying, that he accepted-the favour 
they intended him of admitting him into their 
number. The chief of the band, perceived, 
by this reply, that the young man, who was 
as yet a novice, had not underftood his propo- 
fal in its true fenfe, and thus refumed his 
fpeech: ** Since you are willing to join us, 
we will breakfaft together, to confirm our ac- 
quaintance.* Upon this, the reft of the band 
difmounted, opened their knap-fack, and be- 
gan each to fatisfy his appetite. ** Since you 
are one Of us,” faid the chief, * I muft inform 
you of the laws, by which we are governed. 
We love and aflift one another as brethren ; 
we make an equal divifion of our booty, and 
we fwear to be faithful in life, or in death. — 
« ] have already lived among hunters,” repli- 
ed Abaquir; * I love that way of life, and 
you muft know, that,.if I do not owe my 
birth to them, I am at leaft indebted to them 
for my life. Your laws appear to me ex- 
tremely equitable.”—* Since it is fo,” faid the 
chief, ** I have nothing more to do-but infirućt 
you in our police. „Although I am only your 
equal, cvery one here fubmits to me as their 
chief. And, as it is neceffaty, that I fhould 
be feared and refpected, I treat, with extreme 
rigour, all thofe who difobey my orders. *— 

ść The 
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« "The moment you affociate in a band,” faid 
Abaquir, * fubordination ie efientially necefla- 
ry. ”—'* Swear then upon the Alcoran, and by 
the name of the Hoły Prophet,” replied the 
chief, * to fubmit to all our laws, without li- 
mitation.” As foon as Abaquir heard the di- 
vine book mentioned, he believed he had got 
among faints ; and without hefitating took the 
Alcoran, put it thrice upon his heart, his 
head, and his lips, and promifed more than 
was required of him. Thus was. he enrolled, 
without knowing it, in the ńumber of the great- 
eft mifereants of thedefert. All his new compa- 
nions embraced him with joy. Heymounted a 
_ fine horfe, was covered with a cloak, and armed 
with a fabre, a bow, and a fpear. Abaquir was 
delighted, and perceived not, till next day, the 
rafhnefs of the engagements he had eome under. 
In a fhort time, thefe vagabonds fpread them- 
felves in the defert, and robbed and płundered 
travellers and caravans. Their number was 
"every day encreafed, by the fuccefs of their fa- 
tal expeditions. At length, their ravages be- 
came fo confiderabłe, that the Sovereign of 
thefe countries put himfelf at the head of lotne 
troops to purfue them. This was the Sultan 
Hebraim. The robbers were furrounded on 
every fide; and Abaquir, being at the head of 
the band, was particularly aimed at.by the 
Sultan. But the young man, warding of the 
danger 
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danger which threatened him, wounded his ad=* 
verfary with an arrow; while, in another 
quarter, the fubjećts of the Prince had made 
themfelves mafter of the robbers. Every one, 
that did not fall by tlie fword, was taken pri- 
foner ; and thefe deferts were at laft cleared of 
this wandering and deftrućtive band. 

The Sultan, however, was very grievoufly 
wounded. On his return to the capital, and 
after having received fome medicines for lis 
Óurt, he fent.for the aftrologers. ** Impof- 
tors V” faid he to them, ** did you foretell, that 
1 was to die by the hand ofa robber? You 
who threatened me only with dying by that of 
my fon !*——'* Sultan,” replied they, ** every 
thing which we have foretold is unhappiły 
but too true. Firft let your Highnefs exa- 
mine the criminal ; inform yonrfelf from what 
hand the fatal arrow came, and then form your 
opinion of us. 

Hebraim made all the prifoners be brought 
into his prefence, and promifed them their 
lives and their liberty, if they would difcover 
the perfon that wounded him. 

*« [t was I,” faid Abaquir, with firmnefs ; 
« [ have been fo unfortunate, as to attack the 
„ life of my Sovereign, whom I did not know, 
and I deferve death. —* T'ake courage young 
| man !” faid the aftonifhed Sultan. * Tell me 
only who you are, and who is your father.” . 
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Upon this demand, Abaquir gave a full detail 
of his hiftory, fo far as was confiftent with his 
knowledge, up to that part of it, where. the 
lion wounded him, and devoured his nurfe. 
The relation was interrupted, by the vifible 
change, which was obferved on the counte- 
nance of the Sultan : but fomewhat recovered 
from this firft emotion, Hebraim warmly foli- 
cited the account of his adventures. The 
young Prince continućd his hiftory, and end- 
ed by dofcribing the dread he had felt when 
fighting againft the Sultan.—'* Stop” faid 
Hebraim, with tears in his eyes. ** Approach, 
and fhew me the bite of the lion.”  Abaquir 
obeyed. ** I have reached the truth,” ex- 
claimed the Sultan, as he examined the fcar: 
«: Hefitate no more, my dear fon, come into my 
arms. Let me haveat leaft the confolation, before 
going down to the grave, of having found my 
only fon.—Aftrologers !” faid he, turning to- 
wards them, ** you have told me truth, as far 
as it was poffible for you, but I was in the 
wrong to confult you about my deftiny; we 
ought to fubmit in filence to the decree pro- 
nounced upon us; in ai to fhun it, we 
only increafe "its weight.” "Then addrefling 
the whole court: ** Viziers! and grandees of 
the realm,”” faid he to them, * acknowledge, 
ps your rightful Sovereign, Ben-Hebraim, my 
onły 
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smly fon, and afift him in fulślling, with dig 
nity, the difficult duties of tbe throne.” 

Abaquir having been immediately crowhed,' 
under the name of Abaquit- Ben- Hebraim, his 
father died.. He caufed the arrow, which had: 
entered his body, to be pulled out, and his life 
efcaped, with.the blood which iffued froma the 
large wound ; while he reverenced the decree, 
whofe executioh he had drawn upon hinfelf, 
and blefled God fot A him an heir, who 
was wortliy: of his crown. 

Beń. Hebraim, early called tó the góteffia" 
ment of a kingdoin, bat iuftrutted by adyetfia 
ty, brought up amid labaur, and virtueus 
from principle, fhewed himfelf werthy of the 
public confidence, "Tha adventure of the mae 
gician, and'the rohbers, put him on his:guard 
againft eppearances, He pardoned the latter, 
hut ardently wifhed, that heaven would bring 
the former under his power, that he might 
make him-an example of juftice. 

One day, as this. young Sultan was pafing 
through the market places of the city, in dif- 
guife, he perceived a ftranger, furrounded by a 
croud, whom curiofity had attraćted. They 
were admiring fome diamonds and jewels, of 
the moft exqulfite beauty. 

Ben-Hebraim obferved this ftranger atten- 
tively, and under the rich drefs of an Arme-- 
nian, he recollećted his unfortunate dervife., 
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, Tha tóne of hi wóice, and his ftriking air, 
marked him fo ftrongly, that it was impoflible 
tó miftake him. i 


The Sultan fpeedily returned to his palace, . 


and fent fecretly for.the youngeft, of. the rob- 
bers, whom he had kept, on account of the- 
happy difpofitions he had difcovered in him, 
and:of the avertion he had fhewn for a manner 

, of life, which he had formerly been compelled 
to embrace, 

« Margam (9 fuid he to him, * I huve need: 
of your adiftance, in delivering the world from 
a moft dangerous man.” And, at the fame 

- time, he póintęd out to him the part he was 
to alt, in the plan which they had concerted 
- together. j 

Two days after, Ben-Hebraim fent to the 
kane his chief. eunuch, attended by four offi-.. 
<cers of the palace, and*a trałn of flaves, to in- 
wite the Armenian jeweller, Daboul, to come 
to the palace. And for this purpofe, one of 

- the fineft horfes in the ftables was led to lim. 

The pretended Armenian was aftonilhed at. 

fo much honour ;' and not fuppofing that this, 

'invitation had any other motive than curiofi- 
* ty, he collećted his moft precious effećts, and. 
intended to dazzle every eye, by the magnifi- 
cence of the prefent he was to carry to the. 
8ultan. He entrufted two of his own flaves 
with 
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with it ;.and allowed himfelf to be conducted. 
by the eunuch. | 

As foon as he arrived at the gates of the pa- 
lace, a deputation from the Sultan, with an 
officer at their head, came to prefent him with 
a richly ornamented box, and filled with Betel *. 
AII the halls of the palace which he croffed,.. 
were perfumed with aloes and fandal ; he paf- 
fed thus even to the moft retired clofet of the 
Sultan's apartment. 

Margam, in the robes of a Sultan, feated 
upon an elevated fopha, well inftrućted in 
what he was to do and fay, was waiting for 
the ftranger. Before concerting with him, 
Ben-Hebraim had acquired fome knowledge 
in the magical art, the effect of which will foon 
be perceived. 

At the fight of Daboul, Margam defcend- 
ed from the fopha, and came to meet the pre- 
tended Armenian, without allowing him time 
to kneel, as was ufual ; and made him fit down 
on the fopha, giving:him the right hand place. 
<< Permit this homage,”*” added he ; ** it is that 
of a young magician towards his mafter.* 
The aftonifhed Daboul was filent. ** Here 

R 3. are 


* Betel. A plant which growsin India. It attaches 
itfelf to trees like ivy. "The Indians hold itin great 
eftimation, and believe it good for ftrengthening the - 
gums, and for the ftomach, 
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are my proofs !* purfued Margam, ańduncó». 
vering his deliman, he fhewed: him the red,. 
yellow, and green cołoured girdle, which a- 
śdorned his breaft. * I earneftly wifhed,” con- 
tinued che falfe Sultan, ** again to bring near me - 
the mań, for whom, wonderful circumftances - 
have infpired me with as much refpećt as cu-. 
rlofity ; the moment is now.come, and I con-. 
gratulate myfelf upon it.” 

« Sultan !* replied Dabonl, ** when fcience - 
is united with power, €vćry thing. muft bend : 
before them. And you fee me in admira-. 
'tloń, at being within the reach of kifing the 
feet of anbther Solomioń.?"—'** Let us leave to 
ordinary nien,” faid Margam, ** the defire of : 
external refpećt. I feek not for empty homage, 
but am defirous to obtain new knowledge. . 
Befides, what is an. carthly fovereignty, fub- 
jedted to fo much labour, and expofed to fo 
many dangers, compared to that which you - 
enjoy? What a happinefs to be able to ac- 
qnire immenfe riches, ahd to diffufe the blef 
fings thereof, without being burdenfome to. 
any !?—** [ cannot, O wife Sultan !” replied 
-Daboul, * but approve of this noble ambition, 
and thefe virtuous fentiments. Wecan make - 
ourfelves mafters of many things, with great : 
„facility, and without delivering a whole 
people to mifery, and the horrors of war; we- 
facrifice but one man. *—* That is precifely,”* 

interrupted. 
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Ańterrupted Margam, ** what I wanted to avoid. . 
Twould wifh to be able to fave a man, and it. 
is on this very fubjećt I was defirous to con- 
fylt you.*—* To fave him?” faid Daboul.. 
<< When he is predeftinated to it, one could not 
prefervę'him, even by putting himfelf in his. 
place. ”—** In this cafe he muft be abandoned 5 
but I would wifh at leaft that he might only 
be a flave.*—* Sultan ! you would obtain no-. 
thing ; he muft be a victim of confequence, and. 
of a diftinguifhed rank.” —* But it appears to 
me,” faid Margam, * that in a choice like this, 
one is expofed-to dangerous refentments.*— 
«There is a method of confulting before hand,” 
replied the magician ; ** fuch as I made nfe of 

. in my laft fearch, and I received for anfwer, I» 
order tbat Margam may run fome danger, it 
would be nece/jary tbat be fbould meet witb bis 
vićłim on eartb. Now, having put him two 
hundred feet below ground, I would not fear 
the danger of- his return.” 

After appearing to: mufe, Margam added, . 
«.Jt will be neceflary then, that I overcome 
my fcruples; I have only one thing to defire 
of you. We can work together: during your 
refidencę here. I am going to fhow you the 
book which I have upon my breaft, and wifh 
y0u to give me yours. Daboul could not re- 
fufe ; he was in a place where every thing was 

„ fubjećt to the power of the Sultan. Margam 
took the book, carelefsly approached aburn- 


mę 


209 ARABIAN TALE3, 


ing pan, and threw itin. "The magician wifhz - 
ed to pull it out, but at that inftant the real 
Sultan, coming from behind a curtain, ftopped 
him. * Wretch,” faid he, *thy hour is come. 
Thou art in prefence of Abaquir thy vićtira,. 
and :at the fame time of Ben Hebraim, Sove= 
reign of thefe dominions.” Then addreffing his - 
page, ** Margam,” faid he to him, ** lay afide 
your royal drefs, and make my eunuchs ap- 
proach ! Infamous magician !” continued he, 
fpeaking to Daboul, *' fee how the deceitful i1- - 
lufions of thy art, have hurried thee under the 
fword which muft ftrike thee.  Whither fhall 
gnilt flee when heaven purfues it? When the 
divine vengeance arifes from the bowels of the 
earth to ftrike.” . j 

At thefe words the magician - remained in 
horror. But in a fhort time, the terrible re- 
morfe which gnawed his confcience appeared 
to have the fame effećt upon him, that the hot 
fire had upon his deteftable book. ** I burn!” 
exclaimed he at fhort'intervals, and fetting up 
difmal fhrieks. ** Let him be conducted from : 
the pałace,” faid the Sultan, ** and let his head 
be cut off in prefence of his flaves, and of the ' 
people who are there aflembled.” 


Aladin thus finifhed the hiftory of the Sal 
tan Hebraim,. and of his fon: And aftera mo- 
_ ment's. 


— 
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ment's filence, he again addreffed himfelf to Bo». 
hetzad. | 

« Sire, I might here apply to my own ad- 
ventures, the refiećtions which 'naturally arife 
from the hiftory you have juft heard. But ifthe, 
decree of heaven hath not determined my de- 
liverance, there is no means whatever, which: 
could fave me from the danger in which I am 


iavolved. The characters imprinted upon my 


forehead, decide concerning my fafety, and the 
fuccefs or the fhame of my enemies. But at 
all events I fhall remain rich in my innocence, 
and fooner or latter it will triumph. 

Bohetzad, more irrefolute than ever, gave- 
notice by a fignal, that the minifter was to be 
conducted back to prifon. 

"The tenth day had juft appeared, fince the 
comdemnaetion of the young Aladin had been 
fo often deferred. It was the time of a feftival. 
The grandces, the courtiers, and the nobility of 
the kingdom, were aflembled around the throne, 
which was a duty they were obliged to fulGll. 
The ten Viziers'had all their creatures there. 
Some of thefe, authorifed by the duties of their 
ftation, undertook to fpeak to the King a- 
gainft the fuperintendant, by repeating all the 
ftrongeft and moft deccitful things that had 
been faid, in order to bring the Sovereigń to 
the decided refolution of exercifing againft this 
convicted criminal all the feverity of juftice. 

They 
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They finifhed by infinuating, that, being de-- 
fcended from robbers, nothing was to be ex-- 
pected from him but crimes. very one ap= 
peared te fupport thefe afiertions, by looks anQ* 
geftures. 

The unanimity of thefe advices, in appear- 
ance fo difinterefted, fhook the Monarch once. 
more. He thought himfelf obliged to acknow- 
ledge thefe marks of zeal by thanks, and to: 
jufify the irrefołution of his cońdućt. I do 


rtót meań that the wicked attempt fhould re 


main tunputifhed, but I would wit that the- 
criminal hirofelf, convineed that he has imerita 

ed death, fhould be forced to acznowledge the 

equity of the judgement by which he is eon= 

demned. After this obfervation, he ordered. 
the criminal, who was fill loaded with irons,. 
to be brought before him. * Audacious young: 
man,” faid he to him, * you fee aronnd mę the - 
reprefentatives of my nation, to whom the con- 
tinuance of your life js a grievance, It is only 

by your death that the murmurings cf my 
people can be appeafed."”” 

« Sire,” replied Aladin, with refpećt: key 
dignity, * as to the crime with which fo many 
voices feem to accufe me, and with whofe ven- 
geance I am purfued, I throw it always far 
from me, even to the fhadow of fufpicion. If' 
the nation were here worthily reprefented, it's- 
voice would be the voice of God, and would. 

be 
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e lifted up in favour of my innocence. This 
voice, to whofe found every one is deaf at this 
moment, yet refounds at the bottom of your 
Majefty's heart. The fowler has lefs power to 
fmother with his hands the bird which he 
holds in them, than you have to take away my 
life. Your clemency alone woułd not have led 
you to have deliberated fo long, if the finger of 
God did not weigh in your heart, the atrocity 
of the imputations with which I am charged, 
and if the power of the ftar which rules my 
fortune, were not oppofedto my fall. I-find 
among the adventures of the family of Seli- 
manfha, innumerable circumftances, that have 
.a refemblance to mine. Balavan his fon found, 
in attempting the death of one of his nephews, 
that no human power can haften the moment 
„of death marked out by Providence. —* I 
fhould wilh to know,” faid Bohetzad, *if you 
can fhew us in the hiftory of this family, an ex- 
ample of ingratitude like yours.” 





Hyftory of Selumanf/ba and bis Family. 
> Srae,” replied the young fuperintendant im- 
mediately, *"hiftory has preferved to us the me- 
mory of a King of Perfia, named Selimanfha, 


avho poflefied all the virtues of a great Sove- 
reign= 


. 
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reign. His family confifted of two fons ; buit 


was increafed by an only daughter of Kalifia 


"his brother, whom thislaft, when dying, had en- 


trufted to his care. Senfible of this preference, 


-Selimanfha forgot" nothing, in order to return 


this confidence. His love for his brother, join- 


€d to the pureft virtues, engaged him to beftow 


the greateft care on the education of this Prin- 
cefs, whom he looked upon as his own daugh- 


ter. _Attentions fo marked, and favours fo de- 
-icate, met in this young difciple the happieft 


-difpofitions, and foon brought her to a great 
degrce of perfećtion. 
From the age of twelve, the charms of her 


'perfon, and the graces of her mind, made her 
'be remarked by perfons of her own fex, as the 


ftar of morning in the bofom of the firmament. 


. Her well-ftored memory ałways enabled her 


to difplay the foundnefs of her judgement. 
She was fo well acquainted with the Alcoran, 
as to repeat chapters of it at pleafure ; and fhe 


" explained its meaning, with a precifion that de- - 


lighted every hearer. 
Selimanfha, feeing his amiable niece fit for' 


„marriage, thought he. could not difpofe 


of her hand better, than by beftowing it on 
one of his fons. He propofed this to the Prin- 


_cefs, leaving her however abfolute miftrefs of 


her choice. ** It is only your happinefs that 
I feek, 
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I feck, daughter ; pronounce, and my will fha!l 
' follow your decifion.” - 

« On whofe jadgment could I better rely, 
than on yours?” replied Chamfada. * I com- 
mit myfelf entirely to the tendernefs of which 
I have every day the moft affcćting proofs, 
from the moft beloved parent ; and I fubmit 
with pleafure to every thing which your wif- 
dom fhall determine concerning me.” 

« Your confidence flatters me,” replied the 
' good Monarch, ** and I would redouble my af- 
fećtion for you, didl think it capable of being 
increafed. Since you leave to me the difpofal 
' of your lot, I will join it to that ef my fecond 
fon. The happy fimilarity which I have cb- 
ferved in your difpofitions, feemis to me to 
promife the moft agrecable union. I difcern 
in him, virtues, which now unfolding them- 
felves, will foon become the rivals of your own. 
You are born to govern kingdoms, and I think 
he poffefles virtues worthy of a throne. In 
giving him your hand, and in allotting him my 
crown, I promote your. happiriefs, his, and 
that of my people. 

The amiable Princefs cafł down her cyes, 
while fhe thanked her uncle for his goodnefs. 
Selimanfha immediately ordered the prepara- 
tions neceflary for: the celebration of the 
nuptials. . 

Publick rejoicings followed it, and manifefted 
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«the general fatisfaćtion. They. lafted fixty 
„days: And at the end of this term, ŚSeli- 
„manfha, defirens of his repofe, abdicated the 
-=€TOWN, in favóur of the fon, to whofe fortune 
-he had juft united the lovely Chamfada. 
Balavan, the eldeft of Selimanfha's fons, ex- 
pected to afcend the throne at the death of his 
father. _Smitten with the Charms of his beau- 
tiful relation, he was reckoning upon offering 
"her his hand, and aflociating her with his for- 
tune. Indignation and jealoufy took pofleflion 
of his heart, when he faw the rank and hap- 
pine(s, to which he thought himfelf całled by 
the right. of age, pafs into the hands of his bro- 
ther. * Although hismerit had not been a rea- 
<fon for this preference, he knew that the So- 
svereigns of this part of the Eaft, have the 
-pówer of choofing their fucceffors in their fami- 
„ly, without regard to the prerogatives of age. 
"But the impetnous Balavan thought they 
„fhonld have departed from this ufage in his 
| behalf, and followed that of other nations. 
The birth of a fon, of whom the Queen was 
happily delivered, encreafed the rage of this 
„frantic brother, and wasanother obitacle to his 
„pretenfions. , This event completed his defpair. 
. -He found means to introduce himfelf fecretly 
-  ddinto the apartment of the King his brother, 
"and with a furious hand, plunged his poniard 
(into his breaft. He entered with the fame 
Y. © precautions, 
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frzcautions, and the fame defign, into that 
where the infant was afleep. But lifting the 
veil which concealed this young Prince, more 
beautiful than the day, a fupernatural feeling 
feemed to withold his arm.  * Thou fhouldft 
have been my fon,” faid he, ** if injuftice had. 
not torn from me therheart and the hand of 
Ghamfada :* And reeognifing at the fame time, 
_ in this innocent vićtim, the features of her,. 
whofe charms he adored, an involuntary emotion 
made him ftrike a fecble blow ; the poniard 
wavered iń his trembling hand, and the wound 
of the ftroke was not mortal. 

Balavan was only induced to fpare his fifter=" 
in-law, from the hopes he entertainęd Of one 
day. obtaining her hand. This hope, however, 
reftrained: his murderraug arm. As for Seli- 
manfha, he cfcaped this monfter by the vigi- 
lance of his guards.  Atthe moment wben be 
approached the apartment of his father, in the 
dreadful defign of conrpleting his crimes by em- 
bruing his hands in his blood, he was perceiv- 
ed by.a flave, who, afiied by the eunuchs of 
thz gnard, deprived the murderer of every 
hope of fuccefs, iu the crime he w4s about to - 
commit. CGonvinced then that he could net 
efcape fufpicion, he fled, and concealed himfelf 
on the frontiers ofthe kingdom, in a caftle 
fortified both by natuwe and by art. 

Day, which began to eppear, wds foon te 

5 2 difcover 


208 ARABIAN -TALES.. 


difeover the horrors of this bloody night.-. 
With the firft rays of morning, the nurfe went 
to give fuck to her tender care, whofe blood - 
deluged the cradle. Loft in aftonifhment, fhe 
ran to the apartment of the King and Queen, 
to announce this fatal news. Her defpair and 
furieks went before heńy and awakened Cham- . 
fada. This unhappy Queeń opened her eyes, 
and found her hufband, breathing his laft 
at her fide. The cries of the nurfe made 
her dread misfortunes fill more terrtble. A. 
ipoule and a weeping mother, fhe ran to the 
cradle of hęr fon, and. tool: him in her arms. . 
He full breathcd ! and fhe conceived the hope 
of faviag his life. "The whole palace was in . 
motion.  Selimanfha arrived with his eunuchs. 
Nurgeons were called, wfofe fkiłl and attention - 
reftored the life of this innocent creature. But 
they were employed to no purpofe on the body 
of the young Monarch, whofe death the unfor- . 
tunate Chamfada deplored. _ Aromatic and me- 
dicinal herbs, and the balms of the Eaft, pro- 
duced their effećt on the wound of the child, and . 
rekindled the hopes of his mother.. He was 
again placed in the bofom of his nurfe ; and the 
prefumptive heir of Selimanfha was at length . 
out of all danger. 

In the mean time, the aged Monarch endea- 


soured to difcover the murderer of his children. _- 


The hafty flight of Balavan, his poniard ftained 
with: 
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with blood, which was found in the apart- 
ment, foon confirmed the fufpicions to which 
his vicious difpofition had at firft given rife. 
The unfortunate. old man with difficulty re- 


ftrained the ęxcefs of his grief. .'* Heaven”. 
exclaimed he, ** keep far from me the angel of - 


death, fince it is your will that I fhould fill be 


ufeful on earth.” After this he aflembled the 


Grandces and the Viziers, and announced to 
them his intention of refuming the rei of 
government. 

His firft care was to comfort the difconfolate 
Ghamfada, and they agreed in direćting their 
attention to the lovely infant, whom providence 
had preferved. While they ftrengthened his 
conftitution, they allo formed his underftand- 


ing and his heart. The mother explained to him 
paffages of the law, which ought to guide his. 
manners and his condnćt, and the old man in-- 


ftructed him in the important knowledge of 
the world, and of men. 


At the age of eight, the young Prince was 


fo robuft, that he was able to handle arms, and 
endure the fatignes of riding. And in a few 
years more, his moral virtues were unfolded, 
and promifed one day to eclipfe thofe which 
had fhone fo confpicuous i in the King his fa 
ther. 

Selimanfha, now judging that his grand-fon, 
with the affiftance of good counfel, was s są 
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of wearing the crown, refigned the reins of ' 
empire into his hands, amidft the affembled 
divan, and caufed him be proclaimed King, un- 
der the name of Shafeliman, amidft the accla- 
nations of the kingdom. * The people, not yet * 
recovered from aftonifhment at the dreadful 
ftroke, which had deprived them of a Sovereign 
they adored, appeared to promife his heir the 
fame attachment, and to expelt from him the 
„_ fame love. 
The new King, direćted by wię counfels, did - 
not belie:the happy anticipation of his fub- 
jećłs in his favour. The Cadis aud Viziers, 
fulfilling. with propriety the duties of their of- 
„ fiee, "made the laws be beloved, the wife 
- and fpeedy execution of which confirmed the 
happinefs of all. Equally punćctual in the. 
duties of religion, as in thofe of the throne, 
Shafeliman was regular in his ablutions, attend- 
ed prayers in the mofques, held three divanś 
in the week, was every day bufied with his - 
minifters, and was found in every place where 
his prefence was neceflaty, to reftore tranquil- 
lity and good order. The people, happy un- 
der his government, enjoyed their felicity in 
peace, when new crimes came to difturb it, 
and tear from them the hope of a durable hap- 

pine[s. 
The accurfed Balavan, ita by remorfe at 
the crime which he had committed, and not 
thinking 
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thinking himfelf fafe among a people by whom 
he was hated, left the fortified place where he 
had taken refuge, and atiempted to retire in- 
to Egypt, in order to implore the protećtion 
of the Sovereign of that vaft empire. There, - 
concealing his crimes, he prefented himfelf as, 
an unfortunate Prince, the victim of a woman, - 
and facrificed by a father, whom age had ren- 
dered weak. The King of Egypt received 
him with kindnefs, and was preparing to give 
him afliftance, when an envoy of Selimanfha 
arrived, and demanded audience. ! 

This old Monarch, informed by his fpiesof the 
road which Balavan had taken, had fent deputies 
to all the courts, at which this wretch might 
beg a retreat or fupport. A very full defcrip- 
tion was given of the fugitive, and all his - 
crimes were mentioned. 

The Sultan, in communicating to the crimi- 
nal the difpatches he had received, gave im- 
mediate orders, that he fhould be fhut up in 
clofe confinement, waiting the fentence, which 
an enraged father fhould pafs againft him. 
Such was the order intimated to Bałavan, and 
fuch was tlie import of the anfwer, which was 
given to the King Selimanfha. But this fa- 
ther, too weak and affećtionate, committed at' 
once two capital blunders in politics. 

In order to excite, againft his fon, all the 
anger of the Egyptian King, he had concealed 

from 
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from him, that the yonng Shafeliman had ef*- 
'caped the mortal blow, which was aimed at 

him. He did not correct this opinion in his - 
fecond letter, and advifed.the King of Egypo' 
to fet the criminal at liberty. ** Already toa ' 
unhappy;” faid he, * I do not wifh to ftain my, 

hand, by tracing the order for my fon's death. 

Let him wander from place to place, deftitute 

of refources and afliftance, -having no compa— - 
nion but remorfe, and no fociety but the tygers' 

of the defert, lefs inhuman than himfelf. A 

failed by want, tormented by grief, and deteft- 

ed by others, may he himfelf become the in- 

ftrument of my vengeance, which: I leave to- 
the King of Kings.” 

Upon this refolution, the Sultan fet Balavan 
at liberty, and banifhed -him for ever from his: 
kingdom. Of this he gave an account to Se-. 
Jimanfha, with whom he entered upon a much 
more agrecable negociation. 

The fame of the beauty and valuable quali- 

_tles of Chamfada, had reached ćven to Egypt. 
Benfirak, the Sultan, juft mentioned, perceiv- 
ing, that it was poffible to obtain her hand, 
made the propofal to Selimanfha, in the mofft: 
urgent and refpefiful terms, befeeching him 
to gain the confent of her, whom both nature 
and blood had made fubjećt to him, as his niece 


and daughter-in- ław. - > 
The 
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The aged Monarch of Periia, pleafed with 
a demand, which offered, to his amiable niece, 
fa advantageous an eftablilhment, inftantly laid 
the propofał before her. The feeling Cham- 
fada could not hear it without. tears. Her 
heart ftill belonged wholly to the hufband 
whom fhe had loft, and fhe muft tear herfelf 
from the arms of her uncle, and her'child, to 
be able to open her foul to the impreffions of 
A new affećtion. ** Alas! uncle,” faid fhe, 
*< what fentiments will ever replace thofe, 
whofe fweetnefs I here experience? Where 
could I find duties fo pleafant to fulfll?”— 
*«- My dear daughter,” replied Selimanfha, 
« gou are alked in marriage, by one of the 
moft powerful Monarchs in the world. His 
virtues are highly praifed, and his perfon fae 
vourably fpoken of. Your fon, whom I have 
placed upon my throne, ftands in need of a 
protećtion more vigorous and lafting than mine. 
You will be able, by your addrefs, to bring 
about a ftrićt alliance betwixt the two Mo- 
_ narchs, But forget not, that, in order to pro- 
cure the expulfion of Balavan, I have charged 
him with the double crime of having aflaffi- 
nated his brother and his nephew.  Shafeliman . 
reigns in Perfia, as a defcendant of my houfe, 
and his mother muft be concealed from Benfi- 
rak. You will become dearer to him, when 
he <an hope for your undivided affećtions, and 
that 
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that they will only be extended to the children; 
who fhall be born of thie marriage. My ex- 
perience hath taught me the weaknefles of the- 
human heart. 'A powerful man always dif- 
trufts difcourfes, in.which perfonal intereft is 
concerned. Y-ou can rendcr your fon, upon- 
the Perfian throne; the mofft effential fervices, 
as a difłant relation, without being fufpected: 
of facrificing the interefts of your hufband and 
children ; but were you to fpeak in behalf of a * 
fon, you would be looked upon as a mother 
blinded by an excefs of love.- Befides, it is 
very fortunate for us, that Benfirak, fmitten 
with your charms, expećts from our favour; 
what 'he might force from. us, by his power: 
Let us not, by a refufal, draw the fcourge of 
war upon our people, and let us facrifice, to 
their .repofe, and our own interefts, the plea- 
fure we would have in living together.” 
Chamfada made no oppofition to thefe argu- 
ments, more fpecious than folid:; and Seliman- 
fha, in a fhort time, returned in anfwer to the 
Sultan, that his niece found herfelf extremely. 
honoured, by the choice of the powerful So- 
vereign of Egypt, and that fne was ready to 
be united to him. Oń hearing this, the Sul- 
_ tan, intoxicated with joy, fent an ambaffador, 
with a fuperb retinue, to bring his fpoufe. 
Selimanfha, informed of the arrival of the E- 
gyptian minifter in his kingdom, wenttwenty , 
5. leagues : 
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śleagues from his capital to mect him, received 
-him in a magnificent camp, and after having 
feafted him for two days, delivered to him his 
.niece. The ceremonies were fhortened, as 
well to gratify the impatience of the Sultan, 
.as to coneeal from the ambaffador, the fecret of 
„the exiftence of Chamfada's fon. The aged 
„Monarch, at that time, affumed the dignity of 
envoy from the King of Perfia, to fulfl the 
„conditions of the treaty. - 

No fooner had Chamfada arrived in the ca- 
„pitał of Egypt, than the Sultan fent for the 
„mufti and:the cadi, for the contraćt and cere- 
mony of marriage. Their obedience was im- 
„mediately rewarded, by a prefent of robes, 
and five thonfand pieces of gold. The Prin- 
„cefs entered the apartment.allotted for the nup- 
śtials. AA crowd of moft beautiful flaves, and 
"magnificently. drefled, conducted her to the 
bath, carrying pots, in which the moft preci- 
015 piońż were”burning. «At her coming out 
„of the bath, fhe was covered with, clothes, 
„whole fplendor outlfhone the lights of the a- 
;partment ; and her beauty eafily eclipfed that 
_of every thing around her. In this fituation 

„fhe was conducted to the Sultan. 
This Monarch received her. with demonftra- 
tions of the moft tender affećtion, and feated 
"her by his fide. A fupper was ferted up to ' . 
them, of which the. delicacy exceeded the pro- 
fufioa 
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* ' fufion of the difhes. He prefented his future 
fpoufe with feveral boxes, ftored with the ra- 
reft jewels; and crowned at laft this happy 
day, by fulfilling the Row which Hymen 
impofed. 
In the meag time, in the middle of thefe 
. feafts, Chamfada, far from partaking of the 
public felicity, and of the happinefs of her 
hufband, pined in fecret. Separated from her 
fon, fhe was occupied about him alone, to 
whom her heart was truly attached. _ Second- 
ing the political and foolifh views of her uncle, 
"fhe would hazard nothing with the Sultan, 
which might leflen the charaćter of this re- 
fpectable old man; and fhe durft not fpeak of 
her foa. What evils, however, might fhe not 
have prevented by a proper confidence! And 
what might fhe not have expećted from the 
love of Benfirak, which grew ftronger every 
day ! . 

The event was foon to juftify the tender 
uneafinefs of the Queen, refpećting her fon. 
_ Balavan, informed of the marriage of his fifter- 
in-law with the Sultan of Egypt, and having 
learned that Selimanfha reigned in Perfia, felt 
his projećts of vengeance awaken in his heart. 
He beheld himfelf deprived of the fruit of his 
-erimes, of the throne of Perfia, the objećt ef 
"his ambition, and of the beauty he was anxionus 
to conquer. 'Ihe wretch delivered over to 

his 
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„ his inclinations, infefted by every fort of €X- 
cefs, the kingdom which he laid his account 
to feize, after the death of his father. He 
lived by rapine aud robbery. 

At length Selimanfha, finking under the 
weight of years, refigned his foul into the 
hands of his Greator. No fooner was Bala- 
van informed of this event, than he ran at the 
head of the banditti, of whom he was the chief, 
firring them up to revolt, drawing together 
new forces, gaining fome by magnificent pro- 
mifes, and feducing others by tlie allurement 
of the gołd which his crimes had amaficd. 
They concerted their mcafures together. Hede- 
throned his nephew, thirew him into a dungeon, 
end was proclaimed in his ftead. 

This cruel ufurper, net content with his 
fuccefs, determined to put to death the .inno- 
cent tićtim, who had formerly made fo mira- 
culous an eicape from his .murdering armę 
But compaflion, which -could find no avenue 
to his foul, had entered the heart of his wretch- 
ed accomplices, ** We cannot confent to the 
death of a young man that hath done ńo evil,” 
faid they to Balavan ; * keep him im clofe con- 
finement, if you are afraid of is intereft, but 
fpare his life.” He was forced to comply 
with their demand, and fhut up his nephew in 
a cave. 
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Chamfada having heard thefe afilting newig 
was unable to reftralin her exceflive grief, 
But fhe could not inform her hufband of the 
misfortune of her fon, without expofing the 
memory of her uncle Selimanfha, without re- 
calling him as an impoftor, fince he had writ- 
ten, that the young Shafeliman had been affaf- 
finated ; and fhe put her truft and hope in 
God. In the mean time, the deteftable Bala- 
van completed the conqueft of Perfia. All the 
grandees of the kingdom came to pay. him ho- 
mage. The young Shafeliman remained fhut 
up four years, and fcarcely receiving as much 
food as was neceffary for his fnbfftence. Load- 
ed with misfortune, he decayed in his looks, and 
his beauty no more recalled the image of his 
mother, of whom he was the perfećt refem- 
blance. At length it pleafed Providence, that 
watched over him, to relieve him for a little 
from fo many evils. 

Balavan, feated in his divan, and furrounded 
by a brilliant court, feemed to enjoy, in peace, 
an authority which appeared immoveable. In 
midft of grandses, whofe confidence he thought 
he pofleff:d, and of courtiers, whofe flattery 
he recelved, a voice was heard. This voice, 
facred to truth, and fŁill devoted to the memo. 
ry of Selimanfha, fpake as follows: 

« Sire, heaven has crowned you with prof- 
perity ; in giving you, wid this empire, the 

carte. 
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hearts of your people, your throne appears to 
reft upon an immoveable foundation; fhew 
yourfelf more and more worthy of the favours 
of the Moft High. Caft a look of compaflion 


| upon a feeble young man, whofe innocence. 13 


his only fupport ; who never opens his eyes to 
the light, but to fhcd tears ; every moment of 
whofe exiitence has been marked by fufferings 
and misfortane, The unfortunate Shafeliman 
never could offend you ; reftore him his hber- 
ty.»—* [ wonld agree to your requeft,” re- 
plied Balavan, * had I not iome reafons to 
fear, that he would form a party zgainft me, 
and become tie leader of the malecontents, 
whom a King never fails to make, in fpite of 
his beft intentions.”—_—* Alas! Sire,” replied 
the Prince who had fpoken, ** who would fol- 
low a young man, in whom nature is partly 
wafted by fuffering, and whofe foul has no 
longer any vigour? Your fubjećts are devot- 
ed to your intereft, and where would he find: 
any who would be foolifh enough to cherifh 
ambitious defigns againft you?. Balavan 
yielded to thefe arguments, and aftećting cle- 
mency in the prefence of his court, he fet the 
young Skafeliman at liberty, drefied him in a 
rich robe, and gave him the command of a dif- 
tant province. But this was not fo much with 
a. view to procure him profperity, as ta 
get rid of him altogether, by fending him to 
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the defence of a country, which was continuał. 
ly ezpofed to the attacks of Infidels. He pre- 
fumed, with fome reafon, that he would facri- 
fice his life there ; fince none of his predecef- 
fors had ever efcaped the dangers with which 
that part of Perfia was threatened. 

The young Prince departed with a fmall 
party. carcely were they arrived at the'place 
of their deftination, when the conjećtures of 
his uncle Balavan were partly verified. The 
Infidels made an irruption. Shafeliman, having 
nothing to oppofe to them, but a handful of 
men, was forced to yield to numbers, and, fell 
himfelf into the hands of the enemy. But 

„they, on account of his age and beauty, de- 
parting from the cruel ufage they praćtifed on 
fuch occafions, inftead of putting him to death, - 
were fatisfied with letting him down into a 
well, where feveral Muffulmen were already 
fhut up prifoners. This unhappy Prince, the 
vićlim of deftiny, faw a whole year elapfe, in 
this dreadful captivity. 

Thefe Infdels had a cuftom every year, on a 
certain day, of carrying (uch as they had made 
prifoners, to be thrown from the top of a. very 
high tower. f 

Shafeliman was drawn up from the well, 
conducted to the top of the tower, and thrown 
dówn with others. But Providence, who 
watched over his life, made him fall upon the 

| body 
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bódy of one of his companions in misfortune, 
This body, partly bearing him up, and the air 
fupporting his clothes, preferved him from a mor- 
tal fall. He was fłunned by therapidity of the 
motion, but he neither met with a fraćture 
ror a contufion; and unlefs a long fwoon, he 
experienced no other accident. 

He was at length recalled to life, amidft the 
unfortunate people who had loft it. His fuft 
ftep was to raife his foul to God, and to teftify 
his gratitude to him, through the interceffion oć 
his great Prophet. He difcovered, that he 
was in the middle of an immenfe fo.eft; and 
that the corpfes which furrounded him, muft 
neceffarily attraćt the wild beafts ; he therefore 
removed from this dangerous fpot. He walk- 
ed all night ; and as foon as he thought himfelf 
beyond the reach of men and animals, he a- 
fcended a tree, endeavouring to conceal himfelf 
in its foliage from the notice of travellers, and 
fupporting himfelf by wild fruits. This way 
of life he conftanily purfued, till he reached the 
dominions of Balavan his uncle. 

He was near enreriug the firft city of Perfia, 
when he perceived five or fix men converfing 
together. Perceiving them to be Mufiuimen; 
he accofted them, and gave them an account 
of the treatment he had received from the Ina 
fidels, and of the miraculous way in which he 
had been faved. The fimplicity of his relaa 
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tion, leaving no room to fufpećt its truth, thej 
were aflećted with compafiion in his fdvour, 
ahd conducted him to their houfe, where he 
enjoyed all the rights of hofpitality. After 
fome days reft, he took leave of his benefac- 
tors, in order to continue his journey towards 
the capital where Balavan reigned. His land- 
lords, after  furnifhing him with whatever he 
had need of, fhewed him the way, without e-' 
. ver fufpećtińg, that the young man, whom: 
they had entertained in fo obliging a manner,. 
was the nephew of their Sovereign. 

The young Prince walked night and day. 
Fatigued, tired, his legs and feet torn by the 
brambles and flints, he at length arsived under 
the walls of Ifpahan, and fat down near a ba- 
fon, which ferved as a refervoir to a neigh- 
bouring fountain. Ścarcely had he time to 
recover his breath, when he faw feveral gentle- 
men'on horfeback approaching. They were ofli- 
cers'of the King, whó were returning from 
the chace, and were going to give their horfes 
drink.. Looking about them, they perceived 
the young Shafelimańn; and notwithftanding. 
the diforder of his drefs, and the change which 
fufferings and dejećtion had made upon the 
natural charms of his countenance, they eafily - 
diftinguifhed its fweetnefs and beauty, and 
were not able to look at him, without fceling 


an emotion of the moft tender intereft. 
44 <« What: 
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t What are you doing here, young man?”- 
afked one of the officers.—'* Brother!” replied 
the wife Shafeliman, ** you kńow the proverb = 
„AfR not a firacger wbo is naked wbere are bis 
clotbes 2 Let that anfwer for me. I am hungry 
and thirfty, I am weak and deprived of every 
refource.” At this reply, one of the officers 
ran to a portmanteau, and taking out fome 
venifon and bread, brought it tohim. As foon 
as he had profited by this blefling, and feemed 
to have fufficient ftrength to continue the con- 
verfation, ** Brother !” faidoneof the oflicers 
of the company to him, ** we are interefted iu 
your fortune. Would it be indifcreet in us, 
fhould we beg of you to give us fome acconnt 
of your hiftory?''=—'* Before fatistying you,” 
replied the unfortunate Prince, ** anfwer, if you 
pleafe, one queftion, of the greateft confequence 
to me. Is King Balavan your Sovereign fill 
alive ?—'* Jo you know the King?” —* Tes, 
and you fee before you, Shafeliman, his ne= 
phew.”—' How can you be Shafeliman,” re- 
plied the officer, * fince we know that his 
uncle, after delivering him from a dungeon, in 
which he had been four years fhut up, gave 
him the command of a province, where 'it was 
impoffible but he muft have died by the hands 
of the Infidels ? Befides, we have heard, that he 
was thrown down from the fummit of a high 

. tower; 
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tower by tlem, with many other Muflul- 
men,” 

Then the young Prince, in order completely 
to convinice them, entered into the detail of all 
his adventures, and of the wonderful manner 
in which Providence had preferved his life. 
Atthis relation, the officers were ftruck with 
aftonifhment ; they profirated themfelves at his 
feet, and watered his hand with their tears. 
« You are King! Sire,” faid they to him, 
« the fon of our rightful Sovereign, and in ali 
refpećts worthy of a better fate. Bat, alas 
what do you come to feek at a court, where 
you can find nothing but death? Recollećt the 
cruelties of which you have been the vićtim, 
the treatment you have experienced, and the 
dangerous fnare by which, under the fhadow' 
of power, you were devoted to certain death, 
in the office te which you were appointed. 
"Fly! Seek the country where the beautiful 
Chamfada reigas Queen over the heart of' 
the Sultan of Egypt. It is there you will 
find happinefs.”—* Alas! How can I di- 
rećt my views to Egypt ? Selimanfha my grand< 
father deceived the Sovereign of that empire, 
by affuring him, that I was dead : my mother 
and I would be confidered as impoftors, fhould 
I hazard my appearance there.” —* You are 
right,” replied he to him ; ** but fhould you be 
reduced to the neceflity of living concealed in: 


Egypt 
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Egypt, you will at leaft be beyond the reach of 
your uncle's attempts, whofe cruelties you will 
not efcape, if he learnsthat you are alive.” 

To thefe advices the oldeft of the officers 
likewife added his entreaties. ** O my mafter! 
and my King!” faid he to the Prince, throwing ' 
himfelf on his knees, ** the only and true defcen- 
dant of Selimanfha ! Alas ! muft the flave, who 
forthirty years was fubjećt to his orders, who 
was the witnęfs of his virtues, and the objećł 
of his kindnefs, fee you reduced to this depth 
of misfortune ! Docs fate then purfue this 
Monarch even beyond the grave! Fly, dear 
Prince ! and wait not till you are attacked by 
greater misfortunes !” 

Each of them were eager to fupply the moft 
urgent neceflities of Shafeliman. One ftripped 
himfelfof part of his garments, inordertoclothe 
him ; another diyided with him his little pro- 
vifion ; and altogether made up a fmall fum of 
money, which might enable "him to continue 
his journey. The unfortunate Prince, availirg 
himfelf of their beneficencz and counfel, tocle 
his lsave. They did not feparate from him 
without giving proofs of their attachment ; 

-and Shafeliman began his journey, recom- 
menuding himfelf to God, and Mahomet his DER: 
Prophet. d 

„.. After a long and” fatiguing j journey, he at, 
length arrived in Egypt, where Chamfada his 

mother 
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mother relgned. - When he drew near to Grand 
'Cairo, he was unwilling to enter this great 
city, leaft lie fhould expofe himfelf to a difco= 
very ; and therefore ftopped-at 'a village, at a, 
little difłance from the road, with the inten- 
tion of entering into the fervice of fome of its 
inhabitants. In confequence of this, he offered 
himfelf toa farmer of the place, to tend his 
fiocks. He did not demand high wages ; and 
lived in this obfcure and miferable fituation, 
fabfifting, with dificulty, on the crumbs which 
„fell from his mafter's table. 

But while the prefamptive heir of the Per- 
fian throne, was reduced to fuch a ftrange fitu- 
ation, how was Queen Chamfada employed ? 
| Fvery day this difconfolate mother felt her un- 
eafinefs esicreafe., In the ftruggle betwixt. -her 
affeśtion for her fon, and the fecret which fhe 
muft keep from the Monarch, for the fake of her 
uncle's henour, her fituation was as diftrefsfult 
as that of Shafeliman. There was at the court 
of Benfirak, an old flave of Selimanfha, who 
had accompanied the Queen into Egypt, and 
who fince that time had remained in her fervice. 
Fe had all her confidence, and was frequently 
the depofitory of the uneafinefs of this tender 
mother. One day fhe percefved him alone, and 
made kim a fignal to approach her. -** Well 
now !” faid fhe to him, * you know my attach- 
ment for my fon, you know my ftars on his 

account, 
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4ceount, and you have taken no ftep in order, 
to know what is become of him.*—'* Queen !” 
replied the flave, ** what you wifh to know is, 
extremely difficult, and I know no means by 
which I could get information of it. You 
know that you have yourfelfconfirmed the re- 
port of hisdeath, whicli was attefted bySeliman- 
fha ; and although, by chance, your fon fhould 
appear here, how could you deftroy the public 
opinion? How could you avow him, and make 
him known ?*—* Ah! would to God that my 
fon were in thefe regions! although I fhould 
even be deprived of the pleafure of feeing 
him. To know that he was ftill alive, would 
be fufficient to confirm my repofe and happi- 
nefs.*—'* Qneen,” replicd the flave, * I am 
willing to facrifice my life for you; what do 
you require of me?”-<—'* Take from my trea- 
fures,” faid the Queen, * the fum which you 
judge neceffary for KE journey ; go to Perfia, 
and bring my fon. —'* Money alone is leś | 
óoeinaji? here than prudence. Some plaufible 
reafon muft be given for the journey which 
your Majefty propofesto me. You know that 
the Sultan honours me with his bounty, and 
that, engaged in his fervice, I cannot remove 
from his court, without his exprefs permiffion, 
You yourfelf muft afk, and obtain it, under 
fome fpecious pretence, which may prevent 
kim from, entertaining any fufpicion, and at the 
fame 
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fame time fecure the fuccefs of your applicatiom. 
Tell him, that during the difturbances which 
preceded the death of yourhufband, yóu con- 
cealed, in a place known only to me, a'cafket 
of precious jewels, which you were anxioms to 
put beyond the reach of accident.  Befeech his 
Majefty to grant you permiffion to fend me in- 
to Perfia, in (earch of this treafure. The care 


| ofthereft belongs to me.” "The Queen, con- 


vinced of her flave's attachment, and approv- 
ing his counfels, flew initantly to put them in 
execution, and found nodificulty in obtaining 
her defire. 

The faithful emiffary fpeedily departed, dif- 
guifed as a.merchant, that hę might not be re- 
cognized in Perfia. After much fatigue, he 
arrived at lfpahan, and having privately made 


dnquiry concerning the fate of Shafeliman, re- 


ceived at firft tlie moft diftrefing accounts of 
Lim. 

Some days after, as he was walking in the 
environs of the palace, he found, by chance, one 
ofthe officers who had zflifted the young Prince, 
when he was fitting near the fountain, which 
we have already mentioned. Having ferved 
together under the reign of Selimanfha, they 


" recollected one another, embraced, and entered 
inte converfation. ** You come from Egypt,” 


faid the officer ; ** did you meet Prince Shafeli- 


/ man? Shafelimen!”* rcplied the flave, 


X 


« Ah! 
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"« Ah! can he be alive, after the dreadful newś - 
that are fpread here concerning him ?7-—* Yes 
he is alive, and I will tell you, in confidence, 
how we learned this.” He then related every 
thing which had befallen him, as well as the 
other officers, when they had met the Prince, 
and how, upon their advice, the latter had 
'taken the road to Egypt. 

| The pretended merchant, tranfported with joy, 

- "wifiied in his turn to anfwer the confidence of 
his former compąnion, and revealed to him the 
whole myftery of his mifion into Porfia.: after 
this he took his leave of him to return into 
Egypt. In every place through which he 
'paffed, he made diligent enquiry after the 
'young Prince, defcribing his appearance, as the 

"officer had reprefented it tohim. Being arriva 

"ed at the village where he expećted to meet 
him, he was very much furprifed that no per- 
fon could give any information concerning him. 
„As ke was preparing to continue his journey, 
he found, at his going out of the city, a young 
man afleep under a tree, near which fome fheep 
were feeding quietly. 

He caft a look of compaffion upon this poor 
creature, whofe tattered garments announced 

* his mifery. ** Alas!” faid he, ** it is impof- 

fible that this can be the man whom I feek. 

This is doubtlefs the child of fome unhappy 

, sfhepherd. My trouble will be loft; yet what 

VoL. III. U do 


= 


236 ARABIAN TALES. 


do I rilk by awaking this young man, and en- 
quiring concerning the perfon of whom I am 
dn fearch ? Let me not neglećt even this hopelefs 
expedient.” Having foon awaked him, he put 
the fame queftions to him, which he had been 
accuftomed to propofe to every one. 

« I am a Rranger in thefe places,”* replied - 
Shafeliman, who was afraid to make himfelf 
known, being ignorant of the motives of this 
curiofity ; *' but if I am not greatly miftaken, 
from the defcription which you have given, 
the perfon whom you are in fearch of is Sha- 
feliman, the young-King of Perfia, and grand- 
fon to Selimaniha. His father was killed by 
Kis barbarous brother Balavan, who ufurped 
his throne ; the (on was wounded in his eradle, 
yet God preferved the life of this unfortunate 
infant.” 

« O heaven !” exclaimed the flave, ** am I 

'fo happy as to hear Shafeliman mentioned ! 
How, young man ! Have you gueffed the caufe 
which made me travel from Egypt into Perfia ? 
Who could inform you of it? Do you know 
then what has become of this unfortunate 
Prince? Shall I reap at length the fruit of 
my anxiety and labours! Where could I find 
him ?* ę 

When Shafeliman was convinced that he 
who thus fpoke tothim was a meflenger from 

35 mother, he thought he might make himfelf 

, known. 
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known. In vain would you run over the 
whole world, ” faid he to him, * in order to 
find Shafeliman, fince it is he who now fpeaks 
to you.” At thefe words the flave' fell at the 
feet of his Sovereign, and covered his hands 
with tears and kiffes.  ** Ah!” exclaimed he, 
«how overjoyed will Chamfada be! What 
happy news fhall I bring to her! Remain here, 
my Prince. „I am going to find every thing 
tbat. is neceflary for your coming along with 
me.” He ran quickly te the village, and 
z from it a faddled horfe, and more fuita 
able clothes for Shafeliman, and tliey oś took. 
the road to Grand Cairo. 

An unfotefeen event interrupted their j jour= 
ney. As they were crofling a defert, they 
were furrounded by robbers, feized, plundered, 
and let down into a well. Shut up in this 
frightful prifon, the flave abandoned himfelf to 
gricf. * How now! are you difconfolate? 
faid the young Prince, ** Is it the apparatus 
of death which terrifies you ?*—'* Death hath 
nothing dreadful to me,” replied he ; ** but can 
I remain iufenfible to the hardfhips of your lot? 
Caa I think upon the lofs which the lorrow- 
ful Chamfada will fuffer?”—'* Take courage,” 
'faid Shafeliman ; ** I muft fulfill the decrees of 
the Almighty : all that has happened to me, 
was written in the book of life ; and if I muft 
end my days in this dreadful abode, no human 

Uaz power 
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power can: refeue me from it, and it becomes, 


me to be fubmiflive and refigned.” In thefe 


fentiments,; and in this dreadful fituation, did. 


this virtuous Prince and his flave pafs two days, 


and two nights. 
In the fnean time, the eye of Providence con- 


tinuałly watched over Słrafeliman. It brought. 


the King of Egypt, in purfnit of a roe-buck, 


to the place where this Prinee was fhut up.. 


"The animal, ftruck by a deadly arrow, came 


to lie down and dieon the brink_of this well.. 


A hunter, outftripping the King's retinue;,, 


«came firft to feize the prey. As he approached 


it, he heard a plaintive voice from the bottom. 


of the well. Having liftened to afcertain whe- 


ther it was fo, he ran to report this to the- 


King, who fpeediły advancing with his train, 


L 


ordered fome of them to defcend into the well.. 


Shafeliman and the flave were immediately 


drawn out ofit. The cords which tied them. 
were cut, fpirituous liquors recalled-them to. 


life, and no fopner had they opened their eyes, 
than the King recognized in one of them his own 
officer. * Are not you,” faid he to him, < tbe 
confident of Ghamfada ?7——** Yes, Sire, I am.” 
—' Well! what has brought you into this fi- 
"tuation ?*—'** I was returning,” faid the flave, 
« loaded with the treafure the Queen had .of- 
dered me to fearch for'in Perfia ; I was attack= 


ed by robbers, plundered, and thrown alive into - 


„this 
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this fepulchre.”—* And who is this young 
"man ?”—-* He is fon to the nurfe of your 
Majefty's auguft [póufe. - I was bringing him 
to your court, with the view of procuring him: 
a plśce,”? . 

„ After thefe two uofortunate men had receiv«' 
ed proper food, the King returnedto his palace. 
He flew inftantly to Chamfada, to give her aż 
- account of what he had feen, of the return of 
her flave with a young inan, and of the arrivał 
of.her treafrre. On thefe news the Queen was 
intoxieated with joy; but, when fhe learned, 
that they had been thrown into a well, her' 
gaiety forfook. her, and grief took pofeflion of 
her fouł. She was ready to difcover her for= 
row, but tried to hide her diforder, which was, 
however, betrayed, by the vifible alteration of | 
her countenance; under the mafk of apparent: 
tranquillity. The King, who was looking at 
her, and perceived the efforts fhe employed to 
reftrain herfelf, wifhed to penetrate into the 
caufe of her trouble. ** What is the matter 
with you, Chamfada ?” faidhe: ** Are you af= 
flicted at the lofs bf your treafure? Is not mine 
at your difpofal?*— I fwear by your life, O' 
glorious Sultan,” replied fhe, ** that I am lefs 
forry' for the lofs of my treafures, than for the 
fufferings of the poor flave, of which I have beer: 
the caufe. I have a feeling heart, and yon know”. 
how much I am affelted by the misfortunes; 
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of others.” However, as the King continued 
to relate the adventure of the well, and as fhe - 
Jearned, that the flave and tle young man had 
been drawn up from it, fhe recovered her tran= 
quillity, and at the end of her hufband's rela- 
tion, her feelings were entirely calm. 

«« Be comforted, my dear Chamfada,** faid 
he toher. **If all that I poflefs is not fufficient 
to make up for the lofs of your treafure, think 
that you have one that is inexhauftible, in the 
affećtion of a heart, which -is yours for life.” 
Having faid this, he retired. 

As foon as Ghamfada was: alone, fhe called . 
. for her flave. He gave her an acconnt of the 
manner, in which he had got information of 
the Prince's adventures ;.of the means which 
Provideńce had employed, in faving him from : 
the crnelties and fnares óf his uncle; of the. 
barbarity of the Infdels ; and even of his too 
great confidence, when, haviug efcaped being 
dafhed to pieces by the fall, from which no 
Muffulman before him was ever faved, he 
was about again to. deliver himfelf into the 
power.of the barbarous Balavan. He conti- 
nued his recital even to-the moment, when, - 
drawn up from the well, the young Prince had 
been feen. by the Egyptian: Monarch, whofe 
curiofity he had excited. 

The Queen then interrupted him: * Ah!” 
faid fhe to him, ** what anfwer did you make 
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to 'the King, when he afked you about the fate 
of this young man ?”——* Alas '” replied the. 
flave, ** I told a lie, and I befeech you to par- 
don it.. I told him, that he was the fon of 
your nurfe, and that he was intended for his 
Majefty”*s fervice.”—'* Wife and faithful 
friend !”* exelaimed Chamfada, her eyes bathed 
in tears, and ftill moved with what fhe had 
heard, ** what gratitude will ever repay the 
fervice, you have rendered to the moft tender 
mother! . Watch over my fon. I truft him 
to your zeal and prudence. Never fhall I 
forget the obligation I am under, for what you 
have already done for him, and for what your 
attachment may ftill be able to do. *—=—** Queen! 
the recommendation is unneceffary; I know 
what I owe to the pofterity of my Sovereigns ; 
and there is no facrifice, I am not ready to 
make for your Majefty.”* 

Thefe were not empty promifes ; the flave 
was no courtier. Confidering what care and 
precaution would be neceflary to repair the 
health and conftitution of the young Prince, 
wafted by fufferings and fatigue, he made this 
„ his only ftudy. A falutary and light diet, the 
ufe of the bath, and moderate exercife, gradu- 
ally fucceeded in renewing his ftrength. Na- 
ture refumed her empire ; his body and mind 
Tegained their energy, and every external 
sharm refiored, at length, to the faireft of 
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Queens, the moft beautiful Prince in the 
world. 

A happy fimilarity of difpofition gained, 
him the Monarch'”s heart, who diftinguifhed 
this page above all the reft. He foon became 
fo neceflary to his fervice, that he alone was 
admitted into his private apartment. This 
Monarch boafted continually of his virtues, 
and praifed this new favourite to the grandees 
of his court, endeavouring to render him as 
dear to them, as he was to himfelf. 

. Amidft thefe flattering praifes which re- 
founded in the ears of Chamfada, what con- 
Aicts of tendernefs did not this feeling mother 
experience, in the want of her own fon! She 
often perceived him, but durft not caft upon: 
him one affećtionate look. She was forced to: 
confine the affećtion of her heart, and give no 
vifible tokens of her regard. Every day fhe 
obferved his-fteps, and fecretly longed for the' 
- moment, when fhe might pour out her foul in 
his embraces. As he pafled, one day, before 
the door of her apartment, and when fhe pre- 
fumed no one would perceive her, fhe fuddenly. 
yielded to a mother's tranfports, threw her- 
felf on his neck, and in that happy moment 
forgot many years of forrow. 

While this fond mother was indulging the 
fweeteft feelings of nature, danger -furroundzd: 
her. One of tie King's minifters, coming ac- 
€identally out of the neighbouring apartment, 

was 
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was the unintentional witnefs of this fcene.. 
He was uncertain what to think of it. As 
Chamfada was veiled, he might have miftaken. 
her. But having alked, at the eunuchs, the. 
name of the lady, who inhabited the apart- 
ment before which he had pafled, he came 
«rembling to his' Majefty, eager to difcover 
the myfłery, of which chance had made lim a 
witnefs. The charming page had already gone 
before him to the throne. 

« Auguft Majefty,” faid the minifter, « you 
fee me ftill in horror ać the crime which has 
juft now been committed, and of which I have 
been a witnefs. Pardon me, Sire, if I am 
under the neceflity of difcovering to you the , 
infidelity of a fpoufe, whom you have loved 
too dearly ; but, as I pafied before her apart- 
ment, I faw her in the arms of the vile flave 
who is at your fide, receiving and returning 
the moft tender carefles.”” 

He knows not the power of the paffions, 
who cannot figure to himfelf the fudden revolu- 
tion, which this report occafioned in the foul 
of the enamoured Sultan. The confufion of 
„ Shafeliman feemed ftill to encreafe it, and to 
remove every doubt concerning the truth of 
the faćt. The Sultan inftantly ordered the 
young man, and the flave who had brought 
him from Perfia, to be thrown into a dungeon. . 
<< What abeminable treachery !* exclaimed : 

he. . 
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he. 4 What! Was this pretended treafure, 
nothing but a flave, who was fent for from Per- 
fia.to injure me, and difhonour at once my 
throne and my bed !* And running haftily into 
Chamfada's apartment, ** What has fhe be- 
come,” faid he, addreffing himfelf to Chamfa- 
da, * fhe whofe many virtues -fame wanted 
trumpets to publifh! She whofe prudence, 


wifdom, and love, were the glory of my court, 
| and the pattern of wives! How has this mir. 


ror of perfećtion been tarnifhed in a moment! 
How has fhe become my fhame, after having 


been my true honour, and a fubjećt of reproach 


to the world, after.having been its admiration! 
How, alas! have appearances deceived me! 
Henceforward, every woman fhall be difho- 
noured in my eye, from paft and prefent to 
all future generations.? Having faid this, the 
King went out; and his foul, fłruggling be- 
twixt love and jealonfy, fury and grief, could 
come to no determination. i 
Chamfada was aftonifhed at the reproaches 
fhe had jnft heard, and tormented by the falfe 
fufpicions, to which the hafband, whom fhe. 
loved; was abandoned. But how could fhe 
remove them? She had always confirmed to 
the Sultan, the falfe report of her fon's death, 
intentionally fpread by her father Seliman- 
fha; and fhe could not venture to difcover 
kim at prefent, without expofing him to the 
e, utmoft 
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utmóft danger. Alas! When one has fo 
loug wandered from truth, is it poffible to re- 
turn ? Gould one regain confidence, who has 
not known to deferve it, by afincere and time- 
ly confeflion? * No, no,” would fhefay, * it 
was my inclinatien, and, withont doubt, my 
duty, to fpare the reputation of my uncle; 
and to-day I would in vain attempt to fully it. 
Oh! Sovereign wifdom! Divine goodnefs ! 
The only refource of the innocent, to you I 
lift my hands and my heart. By invifble 
means, you formerly fnatched my unfortunate 
fon from the fnares of death, with which he 
was on alł fides furrounded ; he falls into them 
ftill, notwithftanding his innocence. The fa- 
tality of his ftar draws along with him my 
faithful flave, and myfelf, and even the Sultan, , 
my hufband, who is weighed down by the too 
well founded prefumption of our crime. De- 
liver us, O God ! from the horrors of fufpi- 
cion. And thou, great Prophet ! if thou bear- 
eft in thy heart thy faithful followers, if all 
thy prayers, in their behalf, are heard, make 
mine afcend before the God of Juftice! and 
fince all the wifdom of the world could not un- 
tie the fatal knot in which we are bound, be 
-pleafed to employ, in this work, thy omnipo- 
tent power.” After this invocation, fhe plac- 
ed her confidence in Grod, and waited the event 
with refignation. 

ln 
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In the mean time, the irrefolute foul of tie 
Sultan was abandoned to the greateft uncer- 
tainty. His paflion for Chamfada feemed ta 
'acquire new ftrength, in proportion as he ate 
tempted to deftroy it. He knew not what 
ftep totake: How fhall he take vergeance on 
the guilty? How could he difcern if they 
were both equally fo? How could he know 
which óf the two he ought to fpare? How 
could he ftrike two.objećts, who were fo dear 
to him? Harafłed by thefe painful and aflict- 
ing confiderations; he loft his repofe and his 
health ; and his nurfe, who ftill remained in 
the feraglio, was alarmed at this change. This 
woman, whom age and experience had render- 
ed prudent, having deferved the oonfidence of 
-her mafters, had acquired the right of approach- 
ing them whenever fhe thought proper; and 
accordingly fhe went to the Sultan. 

<«« What is the matter with you, my foń?” faid 
fhe to him. * You are not as you ufed to be. 
You fhun the amufements, which, till now, ap- 
pearćd agrecableto your inclinations. Riding, 
walking,and hunting,feem to pleafe yonno more. 
"You do not now aflemble your court, nor give 
feafts and entertainments: I even know that 
you fcarcely take food : what fecret grief con- 
fumes you? Open to me your heart, my fon, 
You know my tender attachment, and you 
"ought 'to fear nothing” from my indiferetion. 

We 
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"We often allow ourfelves to he prepoflefied 
by phantoms, and perhaps I may be able to 
difipate, in a moment, thofe which difturb 
your imagination. Truft me with your aflice 
tion, my fon, and I hope to foothe it.” 
Whatever confidence this Prince had in his 
good nurfe, and notwithftanding the great ef- 
timation in which he held her excellent qua- 
lities, he did not think it proper to difclofe 
himfelf to her. He muft fpeak againft Cham- 
fada, and this remembrance woułd make the 
wound to bleed afrefh, which fhe had made in 
his heart. The fage old woman was not difcou- 
raged, by the ill fuccefs of her firft attempt: 
fhe watched every opportunity of being feen 
„by'her mafter ; and the tender looks which fhe 
'caft upon him, feemed to fay, * O my dear fon? 
fpeak to me, unfold your heart to your good 
mnurfe,” But all her cares were fruitlefs. 
Finding, that fhe could not fucceed by this 
method, and prefuming, that Chamfada muft 
have been informed of the Sultan's grief, and 
conjećturing moreover, that a woman woułd 
more eafily reveal the fecret which fhe wifhed 
to know, fhe flew to the Queen, whom fhe 
found plunged in forrow, apparently as deep 
as that which confumced the Sultan. She em- 
ployed every method, which addrefs and ex- 
perience could furnifh her, in order to deferve 
the confidence of Ghamfada, and attain the ob- 
Vo. III. X jet 
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sjećł of her wilhes. "The Sułtanefs remained 

| filent. * But why this cruel referve with me?” 

faid the good nurfe. *' Lobk, my daughter, upe 

„on my grey hairs! If age and time have fur- 

rowed my brow with wrinkles, they have al- 

fo given me experience. I am no more the 

fport of paffion, and my counfels will be dictated 
by prudence.”” Chamfada, fhaken, but not con- 

vinced by thefe arguments, replied to her, 

«« My fecret is very weighty, my dear nurfe ; it 
weighs down my heart ; but it is impoffible it, 
fhould ever come out of it. ln trufting you 
with it, I muft be well affured, that it will re- 

main for ever fhut up in your breaft.*— 

«« Your wifhes fhall be fulflled,” faid the old 
"'woman. ** I am difcreet, and never fhałl my 

Jips divulge your fecret ; but let it be no more 

one, with her who takes fo lively an intęreft in 

your happinefs.” At length Chamfada could 

refift her no longer ; fhe related to her all her 

adventures, and informed her, that the young 

man, of whom the Sultan was become jealous, 

was her fon Shafeliman, who had been fuppof- 

„ed to have been dead. 

*« O great Prophet ! I thank ycu,” exclaim- 
ed the nurfe. ** Praifed be Mahomet! We 
have nothing to ftruggle with but chimeras ! 
Be comforted, my daughter; every cłoud will 
„difappear ; I behold the rifing of a bright day.” 
żma** O my good mother ! We will never, ne- 

ver 
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ver reach it. Never will this young*man be 
believed to be my fon. We will be accufedr 
of falfehood; and I would. prefer the lofs of his 
life, and of my own, rather than be fufpected: 
of this infamy.”—*' I approve of your delica= 
cy,” faid the nurfe; ** but my precautions 

fhall prevent every thing that might hurt it.” 

Upon this fhe went out, and immediately en- 
tered the Sultan's apartment, whom fhe found 

in the fame fate of dejećtion and forrow, in. 
which fhe had left him ; (he embraced him and: 
took him by the hand. 

«My. fon,” faid fhe to him, ** you are too 
much afilicted. If you are a true Muflulman, 
I conjure you, by the name of the great Pro- 
phet, and by the divine Maiehouarblathafar- 
fourat *, to reveal to me the true caufe of the 
grief which aflićts you.” Unable any longer 
to withftand the force of this interceflion, the 
Sultan was forced to reveal źll his diftrefs. 

*< I loved Chamfada with my whole heart,” 
faid the Sultan. *'* Her graces, her wifdom, her 
virtues, all the charms, in a word, with which. 
fne was adorned, appeared to me a delicious. 
garden, where my thoughts. wandered with 

X2 delight.- 


* .Maiehouarblutbafarfourat is the Arabic name of the 
114 chapters of the Ałcoran, which fell upon Maho-=- 
met's breaft, when God fent them to him by tbe Angel 
Gabriel. | 
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delight.” All is now changed into a frightful: 


' defert, where I fee nothing but hideous mon- 
fters, and dreadful precipices. Ghamfada is 
faithlefs. "The falfe Chamfada, whom I ador-. 


ed, and whom I lovę fill, hath betrayed me.. 
She hath given her heart to a vile fłave. 1. 


am fallen from the height of an imaginary 
happinefs into a hell, where every evil tor- 


ments me. The two criminals muft perifh :. 
nothing remains for me, but to proportion the. 


punifhment to the crime, and endcavour to 


diftinguifh on which of the twe my fevereft. 
juftice ought to fall. But, ałas! what will it. 


coft' me to execute this fatal fentence! The 
fame weapon which pierces the heart of my 


adorable Chamfada, will wound my own with, 


a deadly ftroke.” 
« My fon! do nothing rafhly,” fad the 


nurfe. * You may expofe yourfelf to eternal 


repentance. Thofe whom you think guilty are 
jn your hands ; you will always have time to 
punifh them ; allow yourfelf time to examine 


them. Time, fays the proverb, is tbe wifef of. 


all counfellers: many tbings are brought to 
ligbt by time and patience/*"—* Ah! my good 
'nurfe, what explanation can I' expect? Is 
there any that could deftroy an attefted faćt ? 
Chamfada loves this young man ; and pretend- 
ing that fhe had a treafure in Perfia, fhe abufed 


my confidence and affetion, to obtain from me- 


an. 
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ah order to go in fearch of this adulterer, by 
whom we were to be difhonoured.”—* My 
dear fon, be calm,” faid the old woman. * I 
have a method of laying open to you the foul 
of Chamfada. Caufe your hunters bring me 
an egret *. I will tear out the heart of this 
bird, which I will give to you ; and as foon as 
Chamfada fhall be afleep, you muft bring it 
near hers, and it will be impoflible for her to 
canceal from you the fmalleft fecret.” 

The King, delighted with having it in his 
power to difcover fo eafily the myftery, which 
kept him in fuch perplexity, inftantly ordered 
his officers to go and catch an egret in his gar- 
dens. One was brought to him, which he im- 
mediately gave to the old nurfe. * She tore its 
breaft, accompanying this aćtion, extremely 
fimple in itfelf, with a magical charm ; and the 
Sultan was put in poffeflion of its reeking 
heart. | 

While the Prince waś reflećting on the fur- 
prifing virtues of this method, the nurfe had 
gone to the apartment of Chamfada. * Eve- 
ry thing goes well,” faid fhe to'her. * Let your" 
heart be filled with hope, and let your mouth 
be prepared to difclofe the truth, without any 
referve ! Expećt, this night, to receive a 
myfterious vifit. It will be from the Sultan: 
himfelf, with the heart of an egret in his* 

X'3 hand,- 


* Egret. Abird with a tuft upon its head. 
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hand. . As foon as you perceive, that he brings” 
it near yours, feigning to be alleep, anfwer 
with precifion all the queftions which he may 
put to you; and let truth flow from your 
mouth, unfullied by the flighteft feruple.”* 
Chamfada tenderly thanked the nurfe, and 
prepared herfelf to fecond this innocent ftrata- 
gem, befeeching the favour of the Holy Pro-- 
phet to carry convićtion to his heart, who was 
endeavouring to difcover the truth. 
As foori as night had fpread her fhades, . 
Chamfada, contrary to her cuftom, fignified < 
that fhe had need of reft. She fent away her 
flaves, and threw herfelf upon a fopha. Scarce- 
ly had fhe been there two hours, when the Sul- 
tan, impatient to prove the nurfe's fecret, pre- 
fented himfelf at the apartment of his favour- 
jte: he found there the chief of the. eunuchs. 
« How is Chamfada employed ?” demanded he. 
« She had need of reft,” replied the eunuch; 
11,8 and I believe fhe is upon her fopha.”* The Sul. 
" tan entered without making the leaft noife, and 
found her afleep. He approached very near" 
her, in order the better to judge of the found- 
nefs of her fleep ; and thinking it profonnd, he 
judged it proper to try his experiment; 
and gently applied the heart of the bird to 
„that of Ghamfada, faying to her, * Cham. 
fada, who is that young man whom you 
was aRoę: when one of my minifters fur- 
. prifed 
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priled you ?”—* He is Shafeliman,” replied : 
fhe, without awaking, ** the only child of my 

firft marriage, witlrthe fon of Selimanfha my 

uncle !?——* This child was ftabbed in his - 
cradle; I am affured of this, by letters from 

your unele himfelf.”—* He was indeed 

wounded, but the ftroke was not mortal ; fkil- 

ful furgeons reftored him to life ; and this was 

kept a fecret frem the murderer of my huf- 

band. —* Why have you concealed it from 

me, who loved you fo dearly ??—'* Becaufe 

my uncle, whofe memory I cherilhed, and 

wifhed to be refpećted, had, fora political rea- 

fon, impofed upon you refpećting this fact. If 
what I have told you does not appear poffible, 

interrogate the young man, and his mouth 

will confirm the truth of this declaration.” 

Having got this ray of light, the Sultan 
gave over his enquiries: he withdrew from 
his fpoufe, whom he fuppofed ftill afleep, left 
her apartment, and gave orders that the young 
man and the flave fhould be brought out of the 
dungeons, in which they were fhut up. This 
order was immediately executed. 

The unfortunate Shafeliman, who was lan- 
guifhing in his prifon,fuddenly hearing thevaults 
refound, with the noife of the bolts and keys, 
bełieved that his laft hour was come, and that 
the ignominy of punifhment was abont to ter- 
minate bis exiftence. -** Great God,” faid he, 

raifing 
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raifing his innocent hands to heaven, ** my life" 
is in thy hands; to thee I refign it; but watch: 
over the life of my mothes !” 

Shafeliman and the flave were brought be- 
fore the Sultan. This Prince did not leave to: 
others the care of proving a faćt fo important 
to his honour and „repofe. He ran to the young 
man, and fearched in his bofom for the fcar of 
Balavan's poniard ; he found it, and, tranfported 
with jay, he exclaimed, ** O God! forever be: 
thou bleffed, for having preferved me from, the 
dreadful crime I was- about to commit! and 
thou his great Prophet, a fignal mark of whofe 
protećtion, the virtues of Chamfada have 
drawn down upon me, to fo many favours, ftill 
add that of enabling me to efface, by my fervi- 
ces, the dreadful forrows I have occafioned, and 
the idea of the injuftice I was about to commit!” 
Then throwing himfelf into the arms of Shafe- 
liman, ** Come, dear and unfortunate Prince, 
come to my heatt ! Let your image be joined 
there, with that of my beloved Chamfada, that 
my moft tender affećtions may henceforward 
be centered on one object. alone ! But deign to 
fatisfy my curiofity, and inform me by what 
chain of events you have been conducted hither, . 
unknown to all the world. * How have you 
exifted?. Speak, Prince: I am impatient to 
„know more particularly the perfon who reftores 
me. to happinefs. 

Shafeliman, - 
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- Shafeliman, encouraged by the demonftra- 
tions of fuch affećting kindnefs, then gave a 
faithful detail of his adventures, from the mo« 
ment in which he had been hurled from tke 
throne into prifon, even to that in which, re- 
duced to the humble condition of a fbepherd, 
he had been fonnd by the meffenger of his 
mother, furrounded by robbers, drawn up out 
of the well into which they had been let down, 
and conducted to tlie court of the Sultan. 
While this recital engaged the attention of 
Benfirak, Chamfada his fpoufe, although lefs 
troubled than on the preceeding days, was not. 
altogether in a tranquil ftate. The events had 
become too important for her. She endeav- 
ourećd to find out witl1 what defign the Sultan, 
after having queftioned her, had departed fo 
abruptly ; fhe had not been able to learn what 
he had done, nor what was become of him, 
fince the confeflion which fhe had made to him. 
She was indulging thefe reflećtions, and conti- 
nied-funk in.the fleep in which the Sultan 
feemed to furprife her. All at once, twenty 
flaves, carrylng fambeaus, came to illuminate 
her apartment; they walked before the Sul- 
tan, who conducted in his hand, and looked 
with kindnefs on the beloved fon of the moft 
virtuous mother. He had caufed Shafeliman 
be drefled in the moft magnificent garments ; 
he was adorned with the moft beautiful dia- 
Ć mondsy,, 
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monds, in which Benfirak had delighted tosbe' 
decked, on the days of triumph. ** Soothe. 
your forrows, adorable Chamfada,”* cried he,. 
throwing himfelf into her arms. * The favour. 
of heaven reftores to you a hufband and a fon, 
whofe feelings and affeftion fecure your feli- 
city for ever.”  Shafeliman, on his knees, 
kifled the hands of his mother ; and tears of 
confolation exprefled the fentiments of the fon,. 
and of the delighted pair. 

As foon as day had acasaśi this happy 
night, the Sultan aflembled the Choice of his- 
troops, and put himfelf at their head, accomi= 
panied by Shafeliman. He took the road for 
Perfia, caufing heralds go before him, and an- 
nounce to the people of that kingdom, that he'- 
was about to re-eftablifh, on the throne, their' 
rightful King, affaflinated, perfecuted, and de- 
throned by the ufurper Balavan. ŚScarcely 
had they reached the frontiers of Perfia, whenc 
a party of the faithful fubjects of the old King, 
Selimanfha, always attached to the blood of 
this auguft family, came to range themfelves- 
under the banners of the Sultan of Egypt, and 
of Shafeliman. The perfidious Balavan heard. 
this difagrecable intelligence ; and endeavoured 
to aflemble his forces, in order to difpute the 
ground with a powerful enemy, who came to 
overwhelm him ; but no one wonld repair to 
kis colours ; and he was obliged to fhut him- 

felf: 
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fel up in his capital, with his ufual guard, and 
the few fubjećts on whofe fidelity he thought 
he could depend. 

But if virtue, purfued by a fuperior force, 
was fo often deferted, where will be the re- 
fources of guilt! Ifpahan is invefted ; and 
Balavan, betrayed by his minifters, is deliver- 
ed up to the Sultan Benfirak, who turning his 
eyes from a monfter, who had difhonoured the 
*« throne, by the moft dreadful crimes, and di- 
recting himfelf to Shafeliman,, ** My fon,” 
faid he, ** to you I commit the fcourge of your 
fubjećts, and your father's murderer ; difpofe 
of his lot, and give orders for his punifhment.” 
—* Oh! my benefaćtor! Oh! my father! 
Jt belongs not to me to difpofe of him,” re- 
plied Shafeliman ; ** vengeance muft come 
down from above. Let him go to the fron- 
tiers, to guard that dangerous part with which 
I was entrufted; if he is innocent, he will be 
preferved, as I have been ; but if he is guilty, 
his decree is pronounced, and nething can fuf- 
pend its execution.” The Sultan approved of 
the decifion of Shafeliman ; and Balavan fet out 
to make head againft the Infidels. But divine 
juftice was now prepared to infliGt its ftroke. 
He was taken, chained, and thrown into the 
fatal well, where gnawing remorfe, and dread- 
ful defpair continued to torment him, till the 
mmoment, when the bloody fragments of his 

body 
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body ftained the rocks, from whofe fummit he 
was thrown. 
Meanwhile, tle prefumptive heir of the Pera 
Tian crown, the happy Shafeliman, feated on 
the throne of his anceftors, received the oaths 
of his people. He commenced a reign, of 
which wifdom and piety laid the foundation, 
and recalled to the Perfians the fublime virtnes 
©f the grand Caliph Moavie. 'The Sultan of 
Egypt, after having feen this young Sovereign 
fhine in the fplendor of the moft diftinguifhed 
wirtues, and having tenderly embraced him, re- 
"turned to hisdominions,and by his prefence com= 
pleted the. joy of the amiable Chamfada. Nom 
thing afterwards difturbed the repofe of this 
happy pdir; and having reached at laft the 
_ term allotted to human greatnefs, they fell 
safleep in that peace which is the portion of 
faithful Muflulmen. 


«« Sire,” faid Aladin to King Bohetzad, af- 
ter having finifhed his recital, * fee by what 
fecret and wonderful ways Providence 'deli= 
vered Shafeliman from the hands of perfecn=- 
tion ! 'See how it led Balavan into the very 
gulf he had dng for another! No, God will 
never fufter guilt to triuopb, and innocence to 
be punifhed. His vigilance and juftice no- 
thing can efcape ; and fooner or later he will 
tear afunder the veil with which the wicked 

5 are 
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-zre covered. As for me, Sire ! encouraged by 
my confcience, and convinced, that man can- 
not alter the decrees of my deftiny, I am al: 
ways firm, and in hope. I only fear; that 
your juftice will light on your Viziers, my 
accufers |”? 

At this difcourfe, equally firm, wife, and 
modeft, the King was left ftill more irrefolute 
than ever. ** Let the execution of the fen- 
teńce be fufpended !” faid he. ** Let this young 
man be conducted back to prifon. The f- 
lence of the night, and the reflećtions which 
his recital will oceafion, may „enlighten my 
judgment, and to-morrow I fhall more eafily 
take my refolution.” 

As foon as Aladin had been led back to his 
dungeon, one of the Viziers began: * Sire! 
your Majefty fuffers yourfelf to be overcome 
by the magic of this young impoftor's difcourfes. 
The great Prophet preferve you from yielding 
to fentiments of mercy in his behalf! When 
guilt remains unpunifhed, the fplendor of the 
throne is obfcured. You are feated there for 
-ng other purpofe, but to adminifter jufiice ; the 
crime of this villain is evident, and his punifh- 
ment ought to be fignal ; the moft awful fhould 
be fixed upon, that it may ferve as an-example 
to fuch.—* Let orders be immediately given,” 
interrupted Bohetzad, eagerly, ** that a erofs 
be erećłed without the walls of the city, on 

Vot. III. Y the 
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sthe moft elevated fituation, and let the crimi- 
„nal be nailed toit. Let the dread of this appa- 
„ratus terrify thofe who might attempt to fol- 
„łow his footfteps! Such is my final refolu- 
4ion, and let it be announced to the people by 
„the public criers.” 

"The ten Viziers were well pleafed to hear 
„this refolution. They hoped at length, by 
(their fecret plots, to make the objećt of their 
„envy fall beneath the fword'of juftice, and were 
.cager to order the appafatus of punifhment. 

On the morning of the following day, which 

-was the eleventh fince the confinement of Ala- 
„din, the ten Viziers went to the King. 
« Sire!” faid they, ** your orders are obeyed; 
your pleafure is known, and the people, afiem- 
bled round tke crofs, wait .omły for him who 
is to die upon it.” 

Bohetzad gave orders, that the criminal 
-fhould be brought to him. As foon as he ap- 

peared, the ten Viziers lifted up their voice 

„againit him.. * Wretch ! offspring of villains! 
-faid they to him, * the:fcythe of death is"raif- 
ed over thy head ; thy ftratagems are exhauft- - 

„ed ; and thou art about to receive the reward 
of thy crimes and rafhnefs.*—** Audacious 

z„minifters !”* faid Aladin, looking at them with 
a confident but modeft air, ** it belohgs not to 

you, to mark my foreliead with the feal of 
„seath! If the decree which ftrikes me, comes 
„not 
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not from heaven, what could all your attempts" 
avail?' Guilt. alone can be afraid of them.* 
But fince I have nothing wlerewith to re-' 
proach myfelf, had I even my head under the 
fatal (word, I-fhould be preferved from the: 
ftroke, like the flave who was accufed althongh - 
innocent.—* Sire?” interrupted all the Viziers 
at once, ** impofe filence on this audacious 
fellow. He wifhes ftill to deceive your Ma- 
jefty by a new tale.” —* I wifh not to impofe 
upon the King,” replied Aladin; ** it is you 
who cherifh falfehood and impofture,"—— 
« Stop!” faid Bohetzsd to kim; * I] will yet 
put my patience to a laft effort, and agree to- 
hear the Ary of your fliv e and of his deli- 
verance. 

- «0! the ciemency of my:King !” replied: 
Aladin; **' may truth at length reach your 
heart, which is fo dificult of accefs! I wifh- 
not, by a falfe relation, to dcceive your Majef- 
ty; the fłory I am going to relate is ppc 
known throughout all Chaldea.” 


Hiflory af tka King of Haram, and of tbe Słaue, 


"ne „Kimg of Haram, uneafy at the manner 
in which his Viziers and Cadis adminiftered 
juftice in the provinces of his cmpire, went one 


Y'2 night - 
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night from his palacę, difguifed, and only ef-- 

corted by two eunuchs. By chance he pafied 
near a dungeon, from whence he heard a plaiu- 
tive and lamentable voice. He learned, that. 
this place ferved as a prifon, in which crimi- * 
nals, condemned to death, were fhut up; and 

approaching nearer it, in order to hear diftindtly 

the doleful accents, which appeared to come 

from the bowels of the eavth, he heard thefe. 
words: - k 

« O powerful Sovereign ! Thou who watch-. 
eft conftantly over the nnfortunate, ftooping 
under the burden of his mifery, wilt thou fuf- 
fer innocence, falfely accufed, to fink under. 
prefumptions, which a fatal deftiny, hath heap- 
ed upon it! -Infinite mercy! none of thy 
creatures are infignificant in thy eyes; thou 
heareft the cries of a worm ; liften to that of 
thy flave, O Grod of goodnefs ! and if my death: 
is not determined by thy providence, arreft 
the ftroke with which I am threatened.” 

A filence, interrupted only by fighs, fuc= 
ceeded this prayer. The King of Haram re- 
turned to his pałace, with a heart moved by 
thefe lamentations, and a fpirit troubled with 
this adventure. In vain did he fećk repofe ; 
the idea of the death of an innocent perfon a- 
gitated him ; and he only waited the return of: 
day to clear up this myfiery. 

| - As 
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As foon as the fun had enlightened the” 
earth, he called together his minifters, and de-- 
fcribed to them the place from which the 
cries came, that had excited his pity. They: 
informed him, that the unfortunate perfon, 
confined in this dungeon, was deftined to die 
that very day upon the fcaffold. They gave 
him an account of his trial, from which thę 
crime appeared clear, and two witnefles cer-- 
tified, that the flave, whom his Majefty had 
heard, was the perpetrator of it. "The King of- 
Haram could not refift what human juftice rec- 
kons evidence, and immediately confirmed the 
order for his execution. 

The flave, convićted of the crime, was ta- 
ken from the dungeon ; he walked to punifh- 
ment with a firm and modeft countenance ; his 
hands bound, and his eyes lifted up to heaven, 

- which was now his only hope. He was at the 
foot of the erofs; the executióners were pre- 
paring to ftrip him of his clothes, when an 
unexpećted noife entirely changed the afpećt 
of this fcene of death. A hoftile party, hav- 
ing formed the defign of making themfelves 
mafters of the city, waited untill the-people, at- 
traćted by curiofity to fee the execution, fhould 
have gone out ofit. They haftily quitted the 
ambufcade, in which they were concealed, fell 
upon the guard, and difperfed it. All thofe 
who-endcavoured to defend it, cither fell by * 
33 the * 
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the'fword, or were made prifoners; not one 
efcaped, except the unhappy 4lave, who was a- 
bout to fuffer an ignominious death ; but whom 
it could not deprive of innocence and honour. 
The enemy, dreading the approach of the 
King, withdrew to a diftance, in order'to in- 
creafe their forces, carrying with them the 
booty they had got, and deferred to another 
time the confummatioń of their enterprife. * 

Meanwhile, the flave, delivered. from his 
chains, by the hands of the enemy, and ftill 
fearing left people fhould be difpatched to pur- 
fue him, gained the country, and walked day 
and night, without ftopping. At length, o- 
vercome with fatigue, he ftopped under the 
fhade of a laurel, which, from its fize and 
height, appeared coeval with the world, «md 
fat down. Oppofite to this tree, and very 
near it, was the entrance of a dark cave ; two 
torches threw* a dreadful light around it, witli- 
otit altogether difpelling its darknefs. His at- 
tention was fixed with aftonifhment on thefe 
objects, which infpired him with terror, when 
- he thought he obferved thiefe two lights move, 
and advance towards him. Thefe bright fires 
were nothing but the glaring eyes of a mon- 
ftrous lion, which came out of the cave, and 
flowly approaclied the unhappy flave, who had 
nothing with which he could defend himfelf. 
'Fhe animal Pore. his tail around him, and 
without 


= 
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4 
without hurting him, put him on his back, 


and carried him into the cave. He inftantly 
went out of it again, in order, with one ftroke 
of his tajl, to overthrow the enormous laurel, 
under which the man had been formerly feat- 
ed ; and having placed it at the mouth of the 
cave, in order to fhut up its pailage, the dread- 
ful creature ran into the defert in fearch of its 
female, whom want of food for their whelps 
had carried far from their common hannt. 
The mouth of this cave, very exaćtly fhut 
up by the trunk of the tree, was inacceflible 
to all human power. |lowever, there was 
ftull fufficient light left, for the flave to view 
the infide of this dreadful habitation, to diftin- 
guifh its inhabitants, and to fee there the 
fragments'of bones and food, with which the 
ground was covered. He faw likewife two 
young lions couching on a heap of mofs, who 
were not frightened by bis prefence. |In an 
oppofite corner, he: perceived a heap of human 
bones, tlie fad remains of the unfortunate, 
whom the fame deftiny, that had brought him 
there, had drawn toward this frightful abode. 
Neverthelefs, amid thele objećts, fear did not 
damp his courage ; he turned towards the 
fouth, and, like a faithful Muffulman, addref- 
fed his prayer to the great Prophet, with as 
much zeal and fervour, as if he had been in 


the 
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the moft fplendid mofque, and in the moft fe-*- 
cure afylum. 
Full of confidence in:the Sovereign arbiter" 
of deftiny, and being entirely recovered by” 
this religious aćt, he continued to caft his eyes* 
into the dark cavities of this den. - There" 
"were many clothes in it ; he put his hand in- - 
to one of the pockets, and found there a ftone 
and a piece of fteel for ftriking fire ; the earth 
was covered with a dry mofs, which ferved as» 
litter to the favage inhabitants of this dwell- 
ing. The poffibility of getting out revived his” 
courage ; and fcarcely was the enterprife con- - 
ceived, when it was put in execution. He fet * 
fire to the mofs which he had collected at the ' 
mouth of the cave ; the flames penetrated the : 
moift bark of the laurel's roots; and the fire - 
fpeedily increafing, the tree loft its fupport, 
and fell upon its fide with a crafh, fo as to 
leave the mouth of the cave quite open. In: 
examining this cave, he had feen- a bow, fabres, ' 
"and poinards, which might ferve for his de-- 
fence. He had alfo difcovered, by the light, 
- a pan with coined gold, and pieces of this me- 
tal, with precious jewels of different kinds. 
Provided, in this manner, with every thing - 
- which could afift his efcape, he armed him- 
fełf with what was neceflary, cut away, with 
his fabre, the burning branches which oppofed : 
his - 
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Kis paffage, and blefling God, at length reco- 
vered his liberty. 

Ścarcely had the flave got out p. this dan-. 
gerous cave, when he perceived the lion, at- 
the diftance of four bow fhot, and the lionefs 
fomewhat farther off in the plain. He put 
upon his bow a deadly arrow ; and the lion, 
thinking to dart upon his prey, ran with great 
rapidity againft the arrow, which was dif- 
charged at him ; the fteel reached his heart, 
and he fell a lifelefs lump. 

The flave, freed from this enemy, foon had 
the other alfo to contend with. He darted his 
arrow, but it made only a flight wound; the 
animal, rendered fill more furious, rufhed 
forwards to throw him on the ground. The 
fave oppofed her with his poniard, and plun- 
ged it into her fide ; the lionefs, roaring aloud, 
made a new effart, but with his fcymeter he 
ftruck off one of her fore paws, and difabled 
her for the combat ; fhe rolled along the earth,. 
making the echoes refound with her roaring ; 
the young lions, from the cave, an(wered her 
with hideous cries, which would .have filled 
the moft warlike foul with terror. In the 
mean time, the conqueror fecured his vićtory, 
by piercing the animal in the vital parts, till 
at length fhe funk under the vigour of his 
arm. He ran immediately to butcher the 
whelps, and drew them out of the cave. Af- 

ter. 
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ter'this feat of valour, he looked in the plaint 
for a tr ee, the fruit of which might afford hime- 
nonrifhment, and a ftream in which he miglit 
quench his thirft; and fill aided by Provi-* 
dence, every thing feemed fubjećt to his de-- 
fires, and offered itfelf to his hand. 

Having at length recruited his firength, ex- 
haufted by fo much fatigue, he re-entered the” 
cave, whofe inhabitants he had deftroyed, . 
„ made himfelf mafter of the treafurcs it contain= 
ed, (hut up its entrance with the branches of a. 
tree, and armed to as much advantage as pof- 
fible, and furnifhed with gold and filver to” 
fatisfy his wants, he took. the road to his na- 
tive country. He arrived there at the end of: 
fome days, and gave an account of his hiftory. 
to his relations, Camels and flaves were dif- 
patched to bring away the precious efzcts. 
which were left in the lion*s den.  Pofiefled of. 
fo much riches, the beneficent flave fhared: 
them with the indigent. - Not far from his ha- | 
bitation, he built an afylum for caravans, pił- 
grims, and travellers, who might be obliged to. 
take fhat road ; and from the fpoils of a lion's 
den, he erećted.a temple of charity: 

« Sire 1” added Aladin, after having finifh--- 
ed his relation, * you fce how this flave, con- 
demned to perifh upon the crofs, on the falfe 
evidence of his enemies, and in danger of being 
devoured by lions, was miraculoufly dehvered 

from. 
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ifrom thefe dangers : while his accufers and e- 
nemies, eager to feaft their eyes with the fight 
of his tortures, were maflacred and punifhed. 
„The King of Haram, deprived of part of his 
fubjects, fuffered the punifhment of his negli- 
gence, in not examining the proceedings him- 
„felf, and not liftening fufficiently to complaints, 
which, although they moved his pity, had not 
„armed his juftice.” 

Bohetzad felt an unulual ftruggle betwixt 
„his own power, the relations and reflcćtions of 
Aladin, and the folicitations of his minifters. 
A voice within him pleaded powerfully a- 
gainfł the judgment he had pronounced; yet 
the orders which he had given publicly ; the 
appafatus of the crofs, already prepared with- 
out the walls of the city ; the crowd of people 
impaticnt to enjoy this execution, fo long de- 
layed, all feemed to encreafe the embarafiment 
of the King. His Viziers, feeing him hefitate 
again, were eager to fix his refolution, by the 
ftrongeft remonftrances ; and going over all the . 
arguments they had already alledged, they end- 
ed by alarming the King.refpećting the dura- 
tion of his power. * Well!” faid the King, 
« I feel, in fpite of yeu, that my heart revolts 
„at what I am doing ; neverthelefs, as the crime 
„appears to me evident, and as the fafety of my 
kingdom dępends upon this dccree, I yield to 
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„your reafons, . Let the criminal be condućted 
to punifhment.”” 

That very inftant, the guard feized Aladin. 
"He was bound with cords, loaded with chains, 
and led without the city, to the place, where 
torture was to terminate his exiitence. The 
__ King himfelf, mounted upon an elephant, and, 

followed by his whole court, repaired to the 
place of punifhment; he was feated upon a 
- throne, from which he-beheld this execution. 
"The unfortunate Aladin was already. ftripped, 
when fuddenly a ftranger, rufhing through the 
-erowd, and removing the guards, and every 
obftacle that oppofęd his pafłage, threw him- 
felf into the arms of Alądin. *O my fon ! 
my dear fon !”” exclaimed he, the tears flowing - 
(dna torrent from his eyes; he could fay no 
more, for grief ftopt his utterance. This un- 
expected event threw the people into commo- 


tion, and. the King gave orders, that the ftran= ć 


ger fhould be brought before him. 

« Sovereign Monarch,” faid he to him, em- 
bracing his knees, * fave the life of the unfor-_ 
tunate young man, whom yeu have condemned 


to death. If a oriadinił mufł die, grye orders / 


for my punilhment ; I wait it at your feet.” 

« Who are you : ?"faid the King. * What 
intereft have you in this criminal ?*— Sire! 
A am the chief of a band of robbers. Search- 
ing one day in the dęfert for a fountajn to al- 


lay 
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'łay the thirł of my company, I found upon 
the grafs, on the brink of a fountain, and at 
the feet of five pałm trees, which covered it " 
with their fhadow; a piece of cloth, interwoven 
with gold, and fome fwaddling cloaths, on 
which an iqfant breathed, who had juft opened 
its eyes to the light. Moved with compaflion 
for this innocent creature, I' carried him to my 
houfe, where my wife became his nurfe. This 
child was not ours, Sire! But hewas to usa 
gift from heaven, and became dearer to us 
than our own. He was endowed with fuch 
"excellent qualities, and fo many virtues, that 
we regretted our having abandoned thofe which 
the exercife of our profeffion had made us for- 
get ; for in fhort, to my fhame, I avow it, Sire, 
we were robbers. He followed us in our expe- 
- ditions, and diftinguifhed himfelf on Every occa- 
ion, by deeds of valour and humanity., We 
loft him in a fituation, when overcome by the 
number—” Noother circumftance was necefla- 
ry to inform tbe King, that he who was about 
to die by his command, was the onły fruit of 
his loves with Baherjoa. He quickly defcend- 
ed from his throne, flew to Aladin, with his 
own poniard ftruck the cords from off his fon, 
and clafped him in his arms, with marks of the 
moft lively affećtion. * Ah! my fon,” ex- 
'claimed he; * I have been on the point of 
plunging in my heart, the dagger of endlefs 
VoL. IIL. Z repentance, 
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repentance. (Great God! how profound is 
thy wifdom, how unlimited thy power! My 
heart muft have been torn at the fight of a 
arueł punifhment, and thou' didft convert this 
apparatus of terror and difmay into a fpectacle 
of triumph and joy, whofe ravifhing fplendor 
my foul can with dificulty fupport!” He a- 
gain embraced Aladin, fet him upon an ele- 
phant, and returned to the palace, amid the 
din of trumpets, and the ka of the 
people. 

Baherjoa had been already informed of his 
unexpeited happinefs, in finding a fan, for 
whofe fate (he had been fo often alarmed. In 
a fhort time, the King himfelf prefented to her 
this dear child, drefied in fuch fplendid gar- 
ments, that it was not eafy to difcover the al- 
ieration which a tedious confinement had pro- 
duced upon him. Thejoy of this event foom 
fpread through all ranks in the kingdom. 
Courtiers, merchants, and artifts partook of it; 
the mofques were opened, and the people 
crowded thither, to render thanks to God, and 
his Prophet; public rejoicings teftified the ge- 
neral happinefs ; the city of Ifpahan was, on 
this day, transformed into a fcene of pleafure ; 
„and every thing, even the birds of heaven, fung 
the glory of the Monarch, and the deliverance 
of Aladin. 

The 
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fhe ten Viziers alone, fac from participating 
in the public happinefs, were thrown into a darkć 
dungeon, where the remorfe of their confcien= 
ces anticipated the punifhment which, at the 
end of the thirty days that had been appoint= 
ed for feafting, they were doomed to fuffer.- 
At length, by the orders of the Sovereign, 
they were brought to the foot of the throne, 
which was now become fo formidable to them. 
Aladin was feated at his father's right kand: 
they turned away their guilty eyes, and after 
a filence, that impofed refpećt and terror, Bo= 
hetzad thus addreffed them :. 

« Pretended fupports of my throne !” faid he 
to them ; ** minifters fo jealous of my glory! 
behold this criminal, whom, with fo much 
eruel obftinacy, and fuch diftinguifhed eager= 
nefs, you purfued; I ought to have fent him 
to puni(hment without hearing him ; by liften- 
ing to his ftories, I expofed my glory, my 
fafety, and the peace of my fubjects; juftiify 
yourfelves, if you can; you have liberty to 
fpeak.” 

In vain. did the King endeavour to make 
thefe guilty minifters open their mouths ; they 
were feized with a mortal coldnefs ; their eyes,. 
fixed on the ground, could not be drawn from: 
it ; their lips quivered ; their feeble limbs bent 
under their knees, and feemed ready to faib 
tlem. ** Speak,” faid Aladin to them, in his 

Z -.- "7, » UTA 5 


4638. ARABIAN TALES. 


turn; ** where now is that attachment to the 


rules of juftice, which rendered you fo elo- 


quent againft the fon of a chief of the robbers,, 


who was guilty, in your eyes, of a crime, 
which ought to be expiated by the moft infa- 


mous of all puniflynents? Are your courage. 


and your zeal for the glory of the kingdom 
annihilated? Bring forth the witnefles of the 


crime which I have comimitted, in attempting, . 
by prefents, to feduce the Queen, and intimi- 


dating her by threats. But guilt weighs you 
down, remorfe preys upon you, and you are 
confounded with fhame.” 

« Your fentence, already written in hea- 
ven,” refumed Bohetzad, ** is about to be ex- 


ecuted on earth. Let nine other crofłes be e-.. 


rećted, in the place where that for my fon 


was prepared, and there, at length, let thefe . 


ten wretches finifh their days ; and let the pub- 
lic criers announee this decree to the people! 
The order was inftantly executed. 


Bohetzad then leading back his fon to the - 


palace, continually renewed the tender „proofs 
„of his affećtion. * Ah! dear fon !”*” would he 
fay, ** how was you fo little intimidated by the 
death which threatened you, as to recollećt all 
the circumfłances you related ? Whence have 
you drawn thofe numerous maxims, and judi- 


cious reflećtions, which can only be tke fruit: 


of experience and ftudy ? 


* 
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« Sire,” replied Aladin, * it was not I who 
fpoke, but heaven which infpired me. In my - 
infancy I had not been neglećted; and fince: 
that happy moment, in which I had the good: 
fortune to be placed near your Majefty, I have 
been perfećted in wifdom. The woman, whom: 
I took for my mother, early direćted my at- 
tention to the divine Koran, by whofe facred 
precepts, fhe told me, I ought to regulate my 
condućt : But, what will appear moft extraor- 
dinary to you, Sire, is, that her hufband, led 
away by the force of habit, brouglit up in 
guilt almoft from his infancy, and not 
hefitating in the leaft to plunder caravans, 
fhould yet be afraid of breaking his word: he 
was a faithful hufband, a kind mafter to his 
flaves, to me more than an affećtionate father, 
and of all men the leaft greedy of plunder. 
He cherifhed me ; and as at that tiime I was not 
fo well informed as I am at prefent, I honour- 
ed him as a benefattor, and loved him as a 
parent.” 

* Enough refpeóting him, my fon,” replied 
the King. ** Returning from the awful fcene 
they hóbe juft beheld, and warned by the fig 

nal which the Muczins have founded from the' 
top of the mofques, the people are about to fill 
them. Order my treafurer to follow y0u ; 
and let plentiful alms and charity every where: 
accompany your fteps, and announce, in a fuit-- 
Z 3 able: 
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able manner, the heir, whom, for the profpe- 
rity of my empire, heaven has reftored to my 
arms,” * 

As foon as the religious ceremonies. were 
finifhed, the King ordered the chief of the rob-. 
bers, who was known to have remained at If. 
feffara, to be conducted to the bath, to be de- 
cently drefled, and brought to the palace, that 
he might enjoy the triumph of his adopted fon. 
Far from reproaching him with his former 
manner.of life, and prefuming much on the* 
natural principles of this man, whom example 
had not corrupted,: whom opportunities had 
not feduced, and whom want had not provoked ;.. 
he appointed him to the command of a fron- 
tier province, where he muft neceffarily com- 
mand refpećt, by his aćtivity and military ta- 
lents, 

.  Bohetzad, Baherjoa, and Aladin, reunited 
by the tiesof blood, of love, and of friendfhip, 
pafled many years in unalterable affećtion, | 
continually finding means te draw. clofer the 
knots which bound them together. At length, 
the Monarch, feeling from his age and ftrength, 
that it was time to refign the fceptre into more 
fteady hands, he afflembled his divan, his mi- 
nifters, viziers, cadis, law yers, princes, lords, , 

and all.the grandees of the realm. 

| «« Nature,” faid he to them, * hath called 
- my fon to fucceed me; but, in his miraculous 
| prefervation; 


+ 


x 


: ARABIAN TALES. 271 


prefervation, heaven has given a clear indica- 
tion of its will. In putting the crown upon 
his head this day, I only obey its decrees, and 
give you a mafter more worthy than I to com- 
mand.” 


The perfedl tranquillity which reigned in the 
palace of the Sultan, when the Sultanefs had 
finifhed the hiftory of King Bohetzad and histen 
Viziers, announced that all were yet enjoying 
"repofe. Dinarzade, anxious to fill up the time, 
faid to Scheherazade, ** Sifter, you have the 
art of interefting us in behalf of your heroes ; 
there is one, wkofe hiftory for a łong time you 
have given us reafon to expećt, and who is not 
indifferent to you, for you frequently amufe 
yourfelf by finging his produGtions. He was 
poflefled of four forts of merit, which, when 
they are united, always have a great effect ; he 
was amorous, brave, a poet, and devout. — 
« The Chevalier Habib, you mean fifter,” re- 
plied Scheherazade ; ** with pleafure I will un- 
dertake the recital of his adventures and a- 
mours.” 


Hiftory of Habib and KATE ór the 
Knight. 


"Ta E tribe.of Ben Hilac, the moft numerous 
and the braveft of Arabia, had formerly for its 
Emir; 


” 
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Emir, Ben Hilac. Salamis, the moft renowned! 
man of his time, for his wifdom, his military 
talents, his religion, his probity, and, in a word, 
for all the virtues which characterize the manof 
quality, and the warrior. Theunion of fo many 
good qualities had raifed him to be chief over 
fixty.fix tribes, whom he governed with wifdom, 
and whofe confidence he merited. Happinefs 
and fuccefs, which are often the fruits of ex» 
cellent condućt, had attended him in war, and 
did not forfake him in peace.  Arrived at full. 
maturity, this Prince wanted nothing but an' 
heir to complete his felicity ; but this blefling. 
heaven had not as yet beftowed. 

During the feaft of the Harapbat, Salamiś: 
continually loaded the' altar with facrifices ; 
and having proftrated himfelf on the fteps of 
the tabernacie, he addrefled his prayers to the 
holy Prophet, and with refignation and rever- 
ence. waited for a bleffing fo eflential to his hap-- 
pines. One day, when he had doubled the in- 
cenfe of his facrifices, he fuddenly felt an a-- 
greeable confolation, from which he'eonceived 
the moft flattering hope. In this he was net 
deceived, for at the end of fome days the preg- 
nancy of Amirala was declared ; and in nine: 
months after this Princefs brought forth a fon, 
equal in beauty to the brilliant ftar, which, 
during the nights of fummer, recompenfes us 
for the abfence of the fun. Amirala took her 

: child: 
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- child in her arms, and carefled him with a. 
mingled tranfport of enthufiafm and love. 

«« Lovely infant,” faid fhe, ** excellent re- 
prefentative of the refpeltable fiock from which 
thou art fprung, may tlie kifles of my mouth 
be to thee as falutary, as are the rays of the fun 
to the tender and new blown flower! Come 
to my bofom, and tafte there the firft fruits of 
my afłećtion. 

And thou, great Prophet ! thou to whom the 
Moft High has commited the key of heavenly 
bleflings, (hower down upon his head the infu- 
ences of thy divine fpirit! At thy powerful 
voice may the ftrongeft and moft brilliant, 
but mildeft of the ftars, condućt his defti-.. 
ny ! 

Happy tribes of the fimiling regions of Ara- 
bia! for you has our Habib been given us! 
Gome and behold the head of my young cedar 
You will diftinguilh it among all the trees of 
the foreft ; rejoice ye happy tribes! one day 
it will cover you with its fhadow.” 

While Amirala thus celebrated the blefiings 
of the Almighty, the Emir having aflembled 
all the wife men of the nation, made them 
confult the ftars concerning the deftiny of his 
fon. Atthe proper hour, the cyes of the a- 
Ńrologers were directed to the azure vault, 
where they affirmed that a combat feemed to 
takę place. . One ftar appeared to oppofe anom. 
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ther. A very brilliant one feemed to be darkew= 
ed, to difappear, or to be extinguifhed, like the 
meteors which fometimes fhoot athwart the 1 
firmament ; but yet it never left its place ; and, 
fome moments after it fhone with new luftre, 
and was fcen in the moft favourable wojne. 
tions. 
Then the oldeft of the aftrologers tlius fpake;. 
« Prince,” faid he to Salamis, ** your fon will 
live to be the glory and admiration of man- 
kind ; but never did mortal experience fo many” 
dangers as will fall to his lot.  Accidents and: 
reverfes await him, but he will be wonderfully: 
fupported ; and fhould his courage and vigour 
of foul oyercome all thefe trials, his labours 
will be crowned with love and glory. *—** What 
ftrange deftiny "” replied the Emir, * could 
nothing be oppofed to its rigour ?'*—* Prince; 
from our prefent obfervation we are certain 
that the great planet, and the feven which fur- 
round it, are not in harmony; they appear- 
ed to us exerting all their ftrength to afift. 
your fon's ftar,or to oppofe its bad influences ;. 
the afpećt of thefe confićts was terrible. But 
as the ftar of Habib again appeared, you may 
entertain fome hope ; dangers were fhewn to us: 
very clearly ; but as it is always in the power 
of man to elude, in fome degree, the firokes of. 
deftiny, Habib muft, by his virtues, reftrain the 
__ bad; 
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bad influences of his ftar, and force it to be fau 
vourable.” | 

Salamis was the bravefł, and at the fame 
time, the moft refigned of men. * The rever- 
" fes of fortune which await my fon,” faid he, 
« cannot furely exceed human ftrength. I 
muft form him to a manly character, and che- 
rilh in his heart the feeds ofevery virtue. A- 
mirala will feoond my views, and by our unit- 
ed example and inftrućtions, he fhall triumph 
over the dangers which threaten him.” 

No fooner could the circumcifed Habib arti- 
culate, than inftead of fpeaking words deftitute of 
meaning, he pronounced his confeffion of faith. 
He already praifed the Creator, Mahomet his 
apoftle, heaven, earth, the beings which iuhabit 
them, and the immenfe fpace by which they 
are feparated. He fported with the letters of 
the alphabet, and arranged them in words, 
which had a well connećted meaning. When 
amufing himfelf with reeds, inftead of drawing 
the pićture of a little cottage, he traced the 
form of a mofque. In fhort, his amufements, 
his tafte, and his inclinations, early announced 
him to be a perfenage of no common kind. 

As foon as his body acquired ftrength, no 
© regular hour was obferved for his repaft. It 
was neceflary to render him familiar with want, 
that tyrant of the human race. They began to 
mhake him feel its firft ftrokes, that he might 


One 
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«one day be able to endure them without cón= 
plaint. It was neceffary to aćcuftom him to 
every thing ; the mat on which he flept was 
taken from him, but he found equal repofe on 
the hardeft ground ; and he was expofed to the 
inclemency of the feafons, thathis body might 
nevtr be hurt by their rigour. - 

He was mounted on young untamed horfes:; 
but by the addrefs which he already exercifed 
in lefs perilous fports, he inftantly found his ba- 
lance ; and if, by any accident, he happened to 
fall, by his lightnefs and agility, he foon reco- 
vered his feat. 

In this manner did Amirala form the body 
of her pupił. At the age of feven, he excel- 
led all other children in ftrength and agility ; 
nor were his underftanding and his heart ne- 
glećted. He recited chapters of the Alcoran, 
and explained their meaning. Accuftomed by 
his mother to behold with enthufiafm the won- 

'ders of nature, he at the fame time remarked 
her beauties. 

The time was now come when Salamis 
thought of completing an'education fo happily 
begun. Butan inftrućtor muft be found as, 
perfedt for youth, as Amirala had been for in- 
fancy. There was in the camp an aged phi- 
lofopher, named Ilfakis, fkilled in all the fci- 
ences, and of an unblemifhed character ; but he 
was infećted with a difeafe, which was conduc- 

ting 
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ting Him flowly to the grave. **Ah! if God 
"would reftore me the fage llfakis,” faid he in 
the hearing of one of his minifters. .* For 
what purpofe would you wilh this ?* replied the 
minifter. '* I am this moment come from his 
tent ; he told me he had taken an elixir, which 
had produced a wonderful effect. I found him 
ftanding, and indeed (aw him take feveral very 
firm fteps ; and I have no doubt, if you wilh to 
fee him, but that he will be able to come 
hither.*—** Go,” faid the Emir, * and requeft 
this of him ; I look upon his recal to life asa 
miracle, performed ftill more for my advantage 
than his." 

Jlfakis came at the orders of the Emir, and 
accepted his propofal. "The young Habib de- 
parted with his new mafter, and lived in the 
fame tent with him. The attention of the go- 
vernor*, found a foil fo well prepared, that, 
every thing grew in it with eafe. Habib could 
already given names to all the ftars of hea- 
ven, defcribe the couries of the planets, and cal. 
culate their magnitude and diftances. He dif- 

Vo. III. "Aa tinguilied 


* Tbe attention of the governor. From the Arabians 
we firft learned both the knowledge of the wonders o€ 
nature, and the method of inveftigating them. - Te 
them alfo we are indebted for the tranflations of the 
works of the Greek philofophers.- Hence we ought 
not to be furprifed aś what is here faid of tle rapia 

«progrefs of the young Habib. 
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tinguifhed the different forts of trees and plants, 
and pointed out their'properties. If he fpoke of 
vegetation, he knew that heat and moifture are 
the caufes of fertility, If he fpoke ef the fea, 
'he knew that it was formed by the rivers: he 
followed the vapours, exhaled from it by the 
fun, to the tops of the mountains, from whence 
he beheld the fruitful fprings roll back into the 
great abyfs, and thus perpetuate the fur- 
prifing works of nature. He could, affign to 
every animal its proper clafs; and if the vari- 
ous wonders of their inftinf aftonifhed him, he 
full bęheld them fubjećt to the more wane 
ful operations of reafon. 

While he endeavoured, with the affiftance of 
Jlfakis, to arrange all thefe ideas, he at the 
fame time laboured .to fix them in his mind; 
and he had learned the art of writing with pens 
cut in feven ways*. 

Salamis wifhed one day that his fon fhould 
communicate fome of his knowledge to him. 
«« Father,” faid he to him, ** you ought to afk 
this of my mafter, who is qualified to fpeak of 
learning ; as for me, I muft for a long time em- 


> , ploy 


* Pens cat in feuen wajs. "The pens which the Ara- 
bians ufe are made of reeds. We know not what me- 
rit thefe people could afix to the fcience of cutting 
them in this manner; but we kndów that they afcribed 
to this a great deal of the merit of goąd writing, >, 
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ploy only my eyes and -ears; fince the ufe of 
the hand ought to be acquired long before that 
of the tongue, and the characters which I am 
forming fhould be reńdered as pnre as the 
pearls of „the water.” Salamis, delighted with 
this reply, afked the wife governor if there was. 
yet any thing he could teach his fon. ** The 
, young Prince,” replied Ilfakis, ** although he 
afks me quefłions, could already prevent all 
my anfwers. I have laid open before him the 
„great book of che world, where every ftep he 
at prefent takes by himielf will advance him a 
ftage ; the inftrućtion wliich fhould exclude the 
łabour of application, would only retard his 
progrefs: it isnow time, Prince, that my pupił 
fhould engage in fuch arts as are effentially ne- 
cefflary to the man, who mufłt one day rule 
over fixty-fix warlike tribes. My afliftance, 
in this way, could be of no ufe to him, and my 
body, called upon by its kindred earth, has no 
ambition but to return to its place of reft.”*— 
« Gloomy prefage '* replied the Emir, ** you 
may yet promile yourfelf many years, and my 
treafures fnall make you enjoy them in abun- 
dance.” —** Prince,” faid the (age, ** a grain of 
fand, and all thę riches of the world, ate equal 
in my eftimation ; long have 1 been dead to 
every neceffity. This piriful body, which I 
am no morę anxionus to preferve, owes the pro- 
lbongation 'of its exiftence, to the fecret defigns 
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of providence, for the advantage of Salamis, and 


this day the deftinies have fixed for its diflolu- 
tion. I have received nty reward in the per- 
formance of my duty, and I wifh for no other 
here below.”*— Farewell then, virtuous Ilfa- 
kis ! faid the Emir; ** receive my embraces, 
and thofe of my fon: Many tears will your ab- 
fence cofł ns; but we will alleviate their bit- 
ternefs, by repairing often to your tent.— 
<« You will repair tlhither no more,” replied 
"he ; ** my tent islike a wapour, which the wind 
is foon to diflipate, and: I am like the duft which 
it fweeps ałong. Farewell Salamis, adieu my 
dear Habib. Amidft the troubles which muft 
affail you, remember me.” 
The youag Habib was much affected with 
this feparation: But how much more fevere 
was the proof to which his fenfibility was put 
onthe day following ! His fage preceptor died 
as he returned to his tent ; and to preferve the 
camp, from the infećtion which it had fpread, 
his body was buried the moment it was for- 
faken by the animating fpirit. The young 
pupil fhed tears in his mother”s bofom ; and 
while Amirala endeavoured to comfort him, fhe 
was delighted with his tendernefs. She ex- 
horted him to-raife his thoughts above this 
earth, which was infufficient fer our: felicity. 
Thefe confolatory ideas calmed the foul of the 
young Habib; -yct he wilhed to pay the lajt 
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duties to his departed benefaltor, to firew his 
grave with flowers, and offer up his prayers to 
the Mof High. He came to the tent of Ilfa- 
kis, carryingin his hand three chaplets of fym= 
bołical fiowers ; a fweet melancholy took pof- 
feflion ef his foul, and opened a paflage for the 
tears, which fowed involuntarily down his 
checks; for a moment he remained in filence, 
tę enjoy an afilićtion which had nothing pain- i 
ful ; then raifed his voice. 

«| am now treading onthe earth under which 
the body of my dear l!fakis is at reft: Angels 
of death ! when you approached to bear away 
his foul, were not you equally moved as I was 
at that moummful and folemn moment ? 

« O great Prophet ! thon haft received into 
thy bofom this virtuous Muflulman: Thou 
haft given him crowns that fhall never periih ; 
render thefe immortal which I place upon his 
alhes. 

« The foul of my dear Ilfakis is not wander- 
ing in thefe places ; elfe it would make plants 
and flowers fiourifh on thefe barren plains, as one 
look or one word of bis made the treafures of 
wifdom and the charms of virtue fpring up in 
my heart. 

<< Be happy, fleep on, reft in peace, bleffed 
foul! Accept the homage of my gratitude ; 
J come to crown thy cold remains! Thou 
didft inform my reafon, madeft me love my 
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duty, and feel the fweets of fciendihip ; and this 
_is the tribute of mine.” 
Salamis was waiting the return of his fon. 
- « Habib!” faid he to him, * after having fa- 
tisfied the claims of your gratitude, you muft 
now think of acquiring that knowledge, which 
will be of more immediate utility in your fi- 
tuation. You are my fon, and defiined by 
heaven to fueceed me in the command of the 
valiant tribes, over whom I rule. You will 
be called to march at their head, in every mi- 
litary expedition. But, in order to condućt them „ 
with propriety, you muft inure your body to 
fatigue, and be able to humble the enemy 
- which may dare to oppofe you. Strength, u- 
nited to courage, ought to render you the moft 
intrepid and gallant. foldier in your armies. 
"You have already begun to aecuftom yourfelf 
to bear arms : the effeminate alone fink under 
them ; to the man of courage they become fa- 
miliar. Ah! could I find, among my war- 
riours, a man a$ capable to inftrućt you in this 
profefiion, as Ilfakis was in the fciences which” 
you learned under his care. A complete war- 
riour is a pheeńix—feldom feen. The great 
* Próphet' performed a miracle in our behalf, im 
preferving Ilfakis; and he only can fend me 
fuch a man, as I woułd wifh to place' near 
you. ”—'* Father,” faid Habib, ** in my fports 
I attempted to ride and fubdue the moft vigo- 
ZA i ITOUS 
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rous of your horfes, nor did ftrength and cou- 
rage ever forfake me. Exchange this linen gar- 
ment for a buckler of fteel; and when loaded 
with the thickeft fhield, and armed with the 
ftrongeft fpear, I fhall be a companion who 
will not difgrace your arms. Ah! when fhall 
I quit this drefs, which almoft renders my fex 
equivocal, and conceals the ftrength with which 
nature has enadowed me? Strength requires 
to be under regulation ; and I am only ambi- 
tious to learn the art of direćting its exertion.”” 
„—« Prefent worthy of heaven !” faid the Emir, 
embracing his fon ; ** Happy child! Hope of 
my tribes! He who implanted in you fuch 
noble difpofitions, will furnilh us alfo with the 
means of their cultivation.”” 
This converfation was fcarcely ended, when 
a warriour appeared without the camp, and 
demanded the konour of being admitted into 
the prefence oł Salamis. ** Let him approach,” 
faid the Emir, ** anxious to fee juftice and 
peace reign upon earth, my heart has no other 
wifh than to live among thofe who are their 
defenders.” Upon this the ftranger arrived. 
The beautiful mane of the ftately courfer 
on which he rode, concealed him all, except 
the creft of his helmet, and the plume which 
waved above. He approached the tent, and 
alighted from his fteed. Habib, who had gone 
out to mect him, laid hold of the horfe's bridle, 
and 
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and delivered it to one of the Emir's grooms. 

«« Valiant knight,” faid he to him, * with 

what intention have you come hither?"—* I 
come,” replied the ftranger, ** to pay homagć 

to the virtues, the courage, and the power of 
the great Emir, Ben-Hilac- Sałamis, and to de- 

mand from the young Habib a fhare of thofe 

favours which the lovely daughter of Hye- 

men beftows upon him. The warriour, who 

receives her into his arms, will foon forget, 

„amid the excefs of his joy, the dangers which 

he has encountered.” 

The Emir, not having underftood this, re- 
quired an explanation of it from his fon: ** My 
father,” faid Habib, feelingly, ** this noble 
knight demands permiffion to falute you, and 
a fhare of my coffee.” Fhen turning towards 
the ftranger, ** Warriour,” faid he, ** to wiflr 
for the favours of' the daughter. of Hiyemen, 
is to appear worthy of thofe which fhe delights 
to pour into the heart of the lovers of glory. 
„ Here you can be refufed nothing ; the hero 
whom you fee is the Emir Salamis, and I 
am his fon Habib.” 

The two heroes then faluted one another. 
Salamis had never feen a mąn of fo fine a fta- 
ture, and of a figure which difplayed at once fo 
much majefty and grace. The fteelof hisarmour 
refiećted fo ftrongly the rays of the fun, that 
it feemed rather to eclipfe than, to borrow his 

i fplendor, 
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fplendor. His helmet, refembling thofę me- 
teors which fhine in the firmament, appeared 
one blaze of fire; the blade of his fcymetar 
gleamed ata diftance! nor did gold or dia- 
monds fet off any part of his armour; all is 
luftre. was owing to its fimplicity, and the 
warriour's care. 

While the ftranger was taking coffee, Sala- 
mis was folicitous to learn from himfelf the 
motives which had drawn him to his camp. 

* Powerful and renowned Emir !” replied 
the Knight, ** I am a Parthian by defcent, but 
born in the heart of India. I loved glory fiom 
my infancy, and courted it in the profeflion 
of arms. That which you have acquired in A- 
rabia awakened my ambition ; and I wifhed to 
be intimately acquainted with the man, whofe 
fame ferved. me as an example. When I had 
reached the firft tribe under your command, I 
learned, that you were looking out for an in- 
ftrućtor to afhft the progrefs of the young Ha- 
bib ; and although under fuch a father as Sa+ 
lamis, he muft learn every thing, yet as it 
might be neceflary to follow him more nearly 
in all his exercifes, I fattered myfelf my fer- 
vices might be ufeful, and I come to make 
you an offer of them.” 

« Knight!” replied the Emir, * I am af- 
feCted with your condućt, and the loyalty of 
your difpofition determinecs me. But as my 
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fon muft one day beable to command the pros 
vinces of my empire, which I conquered by 
my valour, the man who is not able to fhew 
himfelf my fuperior in coinbat, cannot pretend 
to be his iń inftrućtion. Lerus therefore make 
a trial of our ftrength, and in good'earneft dif- 
pute the victory. Whoever conquers- me is . 
the man te whom I will entruft my fon.” 
—* It js an honour worthy of the ambitien 
of the moft illuftrious warriours.!” replied the 
ftranger. * I accept the challenge of the great 
Salamis, and will not be afhamed to eonfefs, 
„that I was overcome by him, who/never yet 
was conquered.” j i 
„The minifters who witneffed this challenge, 
wifhed to diffuade Salamis from fighting ; and 
reprefented to him, that he was in the wrong 
to enter into competition with one whofe rank 
and birth were unknown. * Of'what confe- 
qnence are rank and birth ?” replied the Emir; 
«« Tamin fearch of a warriour, not a King. If 
this Knight is blinded by prefumption, I can- 
not be expofed ; if his courage is'equal to his 
roble confidence, neither of us will be fo, and 
I fhall have entered the lifts with my eqnał.” 
Then turning towards the ftranger, he begged 
of him to take fome repofe, and to łet his 
horfe recover breath. * I wifh not,” fays he, 
« to engage you under any difadvantage; and 
although I wifh to try my ftrength with you, 
£ | I do 
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I do'not mean to deny you my: efteem, but 
rather to put you in the way of gaining it by 
victory. After to.morrow we will repair to 
the field.” 

Habib conducted the ftranger into a tent, 
that had been prepared for him. And the 
łatter, affected with the kindnefs and attention 
that were fhewn to him, and looking tenderly 
at Habib, faid, ** The young vine, loaded with 
fruit, requefts the traveller, as he pafles, to fup- 
port it! Promifing, that if the grape ihall 
come to maturity, he will make a voluntary 
offer of it to the traveller.” 

After this, they faluted each other, and 
Habib retired to his father's tent. As foon as 
day appeared, he again haftened to the ftran- 
ger, who began to fill the place which Ilfakis 
had held in his heart. He found him bufy po- 
lifhing his armour, and examiming the furni- 
tnre of his fteed. ** What! yourfelf?" faid 
the young Sultan to him.—'** Yes, Prince ! 
When one is jezlous of his glory, one ought 
not to neglećt the moft trifing circumfiancć 
that can contribute to it. ję true Knight has 
no mirror but his armour. 

- In the mean time, the fand was Rated, on 
which Salamis and the ftranger were to enter 
the lifts ; the warlike trumpets founded the 
fummons, and an innumerable crowd of fpec- 
tators furrounded the railing. At length, the 

combatants 
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eombatants appeared, and each to fo gręat ad> 
vantage, that it was impofible to determine 
in whofe favour vićtory would declare. Their 
fpears were of equal weight; the fize and vi- 
gour of their horfes equal. They darted like 
lightning againft each other; but in fpite of 
this firft fhock, the Knights remained immove- 
able on their fteeds, while their fpears were 
fhivered into fplinters. Salamis, who had ne- 
ver till then met with fuch refiftance, was 
aftonifhed to find, that he had aimed fuch a 
furious ftroke in vain; and his antagonift, for 
different reafons, which at prefent we have not 
time to explain, was alfo very much furptifed. 
The Emir made a fignal to his adverfary for 
a parley : the ftranger ftopt, alighted from his 

horfe, and came to him. 
<< Valiant Knight !” faid the Emir, * I have 
now had a ftriking proof of your talents, from 
which I hope, that, fcymetar in hand, I fhall 
to-morrow.find in you a rival worthy of me.” 
—** Great Prince!” replied the ftranger; 
<< hitherto I have been invincible, and have 
now learned, to my great aftonifnment, that 
the arm of man can oppofe me ; I am too fen- 
fible of the honour you confer on me to tefufę 
the challenge you propofe:”* After this, the two 
warriours took each other by the hańd, and fe- 
parated, in order to ftripoff their armour. Habib 
went fo his father's tent, to difcharge the duty 
_ which 
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which filial affeGtion required of him in fuch a 
fituation, and then giving way to fentiments 
of friendfhip, he haftily returned to that of the 
ftranger, whom his fervants 'were afifting iń 
putting off his armour. * At length,” faid 
Habib to him, ** you do not difdain to employ 
others in your fervice.”——'* No, my amiable 
Sultan ! I am going to tell you a fable, whofe 
meaning I apply only to my own profeffion, 
which is the firft in the world. When the 
fun rifes, he himfelf fcatters the rays that fur- 
* q ound him ; but when he fets, he leaves to the 
waves of the fea the care of extinguilhing 
them.” 

«« [ wiH anfwer you by another apologue,” 
faid Habib, ** or rather'by a truth, with which 
yeu have ftruck me. 

« The hero who, unmoved, hath fuftained 
the enormous weight of mfy father's fpear, hath 
dazzled my eyes by his (plendor ; and who ftill 
fhines with fo much brilliancy, can never be 
extinguifhed.”” 

« An unfłedged eaglet,” replied the ftran- 
ger, ** for the firił time, opened its eyes, and, 
looking at a glow-worm on the neighbouring 
foliage, was dazzled with its fhining. The 
Prince of birds did not doubt then, but it 
would”one day look fteadily on the fun.” 

« Without doubt,” faid Habib, ** the phoe- 


'nix who fpeaks to me is newly iprung from 
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his afhes, and does not as yet know his ad- 
»yantages. —'6 I have none over you, charming 
Habib !” faid he, as he embraced him, ** but 
in my affedtion -for you.*—* Could I open 
my heart to you,” faid Habib, * you would 
confefs yourfelf conquered. But my father 
muft not be deprived fo long of the pleafure 
of feeing you; I know he loves heroes, and 
you are one, although you have not faid fo.” 

— It is poflible,”* replied the ftranger, * that 
at fome future period, one of us may become 
a hero; but at prefent I fee none here.” la 
this manner did they converfe, as they walked 
hand in hand to the tent of Salamis. The E- 
mir obferved, with pleafure, their mutual at- 
tachment, which he was determined to ftrength- 
en. 

As foon as Salamis faw the ftranger Knight, 
he addrefled him with marks of the higheft 
efteem. * I do not think,” faid he, ** that a- 
ny trial will difturb you ; and it was not with 
a view to eftablilh my own opinion, that I re» 
quired a proof of your courage and ftrength. 
1 command a warlike nation, who are jealous 
of glory, and am unwilling they fhould enter- 


,tain any doubt, refpećting the diftinguifhed 


merit of one, who, it muft be confefled, is fu- 
perior to them, I wilł carry.my delieacy fo 
far, (and you will take it in good part) as to 
gpen the lifts to any one, who may think fit 

to 
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to difpute your triumph, when you fhall have 
finifhed your triał with me. But in the mean 
time, let us enjoy the prefent moment ; to-mor- 
row, even envy itfelf fhall be conftrained to ad- 
mire you.” 

The next day behełd the moft aftonifhing 
combat the Arabians had ever witnefled. "The 
two heroes, oppofing fhield to fhield, aimed 
the moft terrible blows; but as they were 
forefeen as foon as intended, they were always 
warded off before their fall. The fhield and 
fcymetar were thrown afide, and the heroes 
began to wreftle. The furious winds attempt 
in vain to fhake the cedars of Lebanon: the 
earth may tremble under them, but na efłort 
can tear up their roots. 

The Emir Salamis thought it improper to 
keep up any longer the aftonifhment of the 
fpećtators; more delighted with having found 
an equal, than he would have been with vićto- — 
ry. * Let us ftop for a little, valiant Knight! 
faid he, * every moment my furprife is encreaf- 
ed: never before have I found a perfon who 
could withfłand me: but [I was always lefs - 
proud of my triumph, than affećted with the 
weaknefs of our nature, when compared with 
the fuperiority of fome other animals. My 
prejudice 18 now removed, and I value the 
lion's ftrength lefs, fince the proof I have had. 
of yours ; let us refrefh ourfelves after this fa=' 
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tiguing exercife, and our fteeds_being faddled, 
let us carry on the combat with the javelin.” 

This new mode of fighting was a new tri- 
umph to the two combatants.. Every expe= 
dient which addrefs, or ftratagem, or ftrength,. 
could furnifh, were difplayed on this occafion. 
At length, the Emir began to lofe the advan-- 
tage ; the youth of his adverfary was an obfła- 
cle which his valour could not furmount ; and 
being befides convinced, that the ftranger pof- 
fefled, in a very high dęgree, every quality: 
neceflary to the office for which he antended: 
him, he prudently put an end to the combat ;. 
and having made a £gnal to the ftranger, they 
fhook hands, and returned to the camp. 

« Knight!” faid Salamis, ** my fon will: 
find in you a fecond father. Vou know how 
much your ftrength has been encreafed by 
conftant exercife, and what labour it has coft 
you to add fo much dexterity to your native. 
force. You know, that, inorder to be always 
cool, we muft be accuftomed to danger. 1 
commit to you the fole objećt of my hope;. 
teach him true glory, and the zw by which 
a warriour muft reach it.”. 

The wifhes and inclination of the young. 
Habib had long fince prevented his father's 
intentions ; and with tranfport did he follow 
the fteps of his new mafter, ** At length,” 
faid he, * 1 will zs by your leflons; I mufł, 
a imitate' 


ARABIAN TALEŚ.- .' 293 


imitate my father and you: may I not ftop far 
fhort of my patterns |” 

« We will divide our labours, my dear Ha- 
bib,” faid 11”Haboul, (for this was the name 
of the Indian Knight) ;, ** the day fhall be em- 
ployed, in rendering you perfećt in that art, 
by which you muft become as ftrong, and as 
expert, as you are brave. In the evening, 
we will difcourfe of thofe qualities, which you 
muift poffefs, in order to command the moft in- 
dependent people on earth; who always fa- 
erifice luxury to freedom, and whofe idol is 
courage, under the guidance of wiiddom. Itis 
by thefe titles, that the Emir, your father, 
rules over fixty-fix tribes; and if you would 
inherit his power, you muft alfo appropriate: 
his virtues,” 

Such was the plan on which II Haboul con< 
ducted the education of Habib, and it foom 

produced the mofft happy effects. The Emir 
" Salamis, was engaged in a War, in which the 
young Sultan difplayed prodigies of valour. 
Entrufted with a dificult command, he diftin= 
guifhed himfelf by his prudence and firmnefs ; 
and when called to aflift in hiś father's coun= 
fels, he aftonifhed the minifters by the wifdom 
of his advice. 

«' The work of II”? Haboul was now finifhed ; he 
was forced, by an abfulute neceffity, to leave his 
pupil, and it became neceflary he fhould know 
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this: * My fon,” faid he, * I muft leave you; 
fuperior orders call me intó another conntry.”* 
—' What! will you abandon me?” replied 
Habib. * I am no longer neceflary to you 
here ; befides, I muft obey the call of deftiny.”* 
—* How unhappy am I!” replied the young 
pupil. ** Death deprived me of Ilfakis, my firfł 
mafter, whofe lofs I have not yet forgotten; 
and.cruel orders are about to feparate me from 
you ! But fhall it be for ever? Muft I not know 
the reafon ofit? And could my father not al- 
ter your refolution ?”——' No human power 
can be'of any avail in this cafe,” faid IHa- 
boul ; * but I hope we fhall fee-one another a- 
gain. In the mean time, my dear Habib, I 
can in fome degree aflwage your grief: he 
who was beloved by you, under the name of 
IHakis, is not dead, but ftill watches over you.” 
« How?” replied Habib. ** I myfelf attend- 
ed his' funeral, and have wept over his 
grave.” 

« My fon,” faid II" Haboul, ** the hiftory of 
the death you mean is connected with many 
others, in which you are interefted, perhaps,. 
even with your own and mine. Liften to the 
recital I am going to give; reeollećt your Nati- 
vity, and you will no more be furprifed at what 
I fhall tell you. Know then, that he who loves, 
and now fpeaks to you, is not of human ną- 
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ture, but a genie, commiffioned to guide your 
firft fteps towards your high deftiny.” 





Hiftory of Illaboufatrou, of King Śchal. Goaje,. 


and Gamarilzaman. 


Yo well know, my dear Prince, that among 
the genies of the race of Eblis, fome have bent 
the knee to the Great Solomon.  Illaboufatrou 
was one of the firit of them : I am of this race, 
and have followed the fame party. I am what, 
among people of my kind, is called a Cadi, by 
the favour of God and of Solomon ! [n order 
to avoid the refentmeni and vengeance of the 
party we left, and to perfuade the Prophet, to 
whom we were fubjećt, to eafe the yoke which 
was impofed upon us, we made an alliance with 
the children of Adam, and by means ofthis we 
enjoy terreftrial pleafures. 

Hlaboufatrou had had, by a mortal wife, a 
moft beautiful daughter, named Camarilza- 
man, whofe repofe and happinefs he was anxi- 
ous to fecure, by marrying her to one of the il- 
luftrious Sovereigns of the earth. 

At that time, Schal.Goafe, a powerful Mo- 
narch, reigned over the ifles which lie in the 
middle of feven feas, at the extremity of the 
Eaft. i 

Te 
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"To this King, Illaboufatrou appeared in the 
fhape of an old man, and propofed an alliance, 
of which the beautiful Camarilzaman fhould 
be the pledge. The Monarch, upon feeing, 
this lad y, was enamoured of her, and .foon af 
ter married her. 

A great party of the genies, who were fube 
ject to'Illaboufatrou,. took up their»refidence in 
the dominions of Schal.Goafe. The adjacent feas: 
alfo were peopled with them; and in no płaec 
under heaven did the genies and the children of 
men live fo harmonioufly together. This happi- 
nefs was greatly encreafed, by the birth of the: 
charming Dorathil-Goafe, the firft fruit of 
the marriage of Schal-Goafe and Camarilza« 
man. 

Did the gifts of heaven always fecure pro= 
fperity, the happinefs of this amiable Princefs: 
« muft have been complete. She feemed to en- 
ligaten the cradle which firft received her ; and 
every fucceeding day beheld fome new accom- 
plifhment unfold But when her father 
confulted the ftars refpećting her deftiny,' the: 
fame diforder, which appeared in the planetary 
fyfitem at your birth, appeared alfo at hers ; and: 
with fo ftriking a refemblance, as to fhew that 
yoń was that Arabian Prince, fprung from the' 
tribe moft beloved by the great Prophet, to 
whom, after being both expofed to the greateft 
dangers, (he was at laft by by fate, and' 
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that this union alone could fecure her and your" 
tranqutllity, bappinefs, and fortune. 

From that moment I was entrufted by Illa- - 
boufatrou with,the care of your education, but 
was prevented from coming to you by the or-: 
ders of Solomon. Nor could I obtain his per-. 
miflion, untill your advancing years required 
the attention and inftrućtions of a mafter. II- 
fakis, on whom the Emir had vainly caft his. 
eye, lay at the point of death. I drew near to 
him, and feizing the momcnt, when the angel 
of death carried off his foul, I fubftituted my 
fp!rit in the room of his; then, by means ofa 
ftrong elixir, I revived the body, of which I 
took poffeflion ; and it is to this firft miracle 
you were indebted for a governor. 

When I found it was time to engage you in 
ether labours, I carried back the body of llfa- 
kis to his tent; and it being again fubjećted to 
the law of mórtality, which had bcen fufpend=" 
ed, it foon fell into diflolution. o 

I then employed my attention in feeking for 
you a valiant Knight, and found one, who was 
expiring on the field of battle, which lay fcat- 
tered with the bodies of heroes he had flain. 
I took pofleflion of his body, ftopped the blood 
which fiowed from his wounds, and having 
healed them, with a balm of more fovereign. 
virtue than that of Mecca, I reftored to it its 
original vigour, armed it with a fcymetar, which 
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Solomon had once carried, and yod now fce 
before you this Knight. It tas under this 
form I appeared to the Fimir Salamis, when I 
afked of you a fhare of the favours of the 
daughter of Hyemen, and you became my 
pupil. 

*« My dear 'Fiabib, under both theie forms 
you have entertained a tender friendfhip for 
me, and your heart has not deceived you ; for 
never did a beirg of my nature conceive fo 
fond an attachment to a fon of Adam, as that 
which I feel towards you. Banifh, therefore, 
all diftruft ; recall the leflons I gave you un- 
der the name of Ilfakis. I inftructed you im 
the knowledge and ufe of the talifman ; but I 


mufł now put you on your guard againft the. 


fpirits who might bring you into fubjećtion. 
The race of Eblis is, in general, very wicked, 
and very corrupted ; happy is he amongff us, 
on whom the great Solomon hath fet his ażEć 
"The reft are entirely fet upon our ruin and 
yours. For this reafon they perfecute the 
beautiful Dorathil-Goafe, who, being the 
daughter of a man and a genie, might refcue 
them from the curfe under which they lie. And 
hence alfo you are already the objećł of their 
fufpicion, as the hero deftined by fate to a- 
venge Dorathil. Goafe of their attempts and 
treachery, 
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By the death of her father, this Princefs is 
now become Sovereign.  Illaboufatron, her 
grandfather, hath given "her the moft expert 
genies to fil! the office of Viziers ; yet the ifland 
in which her capital is fituated is the only part 
of her dominions thąt enjoys tranquillity ; the 
other fix, and the feven feas, being all either in 
rebellion, or infefted by enemies. There re- 
mains but one refource for her, and to this the 
deftinies will conduct- her, when the young 
Flabib, to whom fhe has already beftowed her 
heart, fhall arrive in her kingdom, and deliver 
her from her enemies. 

During this account of I1”Haboul, the young 
Dultanftood without moving his eyes,or breath 
ing, and pafiing alternately from hope to fear, 
from furprife to furprife, and from wonder to 
wonder. Emotions, till then unknown, agitat- 
* ed at once his underftanding and his heart. 
Called by deftiny to the dominion of feven feas, 
and to receive the hand of a Princefs, whofe hap- 
pinefs depended on him alone, he felt an emction, * 
which hecould not fupprefs. Hie already burned 
to expofe himfelf to the dangexs which threat 
ened him ; and was fpured on to the enterprife, 
by the hope of a double crown, the fire of i 
and his thirit for glory. 

* Beloved and powerful genie,” faid he to 
his protector, **what road mufł I take? Before 
you leave me, vouchfafe to point out the mofć 
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"efficacious means of affifting her, who expeŃs 
very thing from my valour. The facrifice of 
my repofe and life are but trifles, compared 
with my juftifying the fecret partiality fhe has 
«onceived for me,. and the decrees of fate, by 
whofe will we are to be united.” 


_* By this tranfpórtof glory,” replied I'Ha- 


„boul, * I recognize my pupil, and the fon of 
the illnftrious Emir Salamis! .But forget not, 
my dear Habib, thąt the genies, your rivals 
with Dorathil- Goafe, and youravowed enemies, 
will exert themfelves'againft you, and lead on 
to rebellion corrupted men, who althongh they 
are not corfcious of it, are yet under their com- 
amand ; the animals, the elements; śnó allnature 
will oukk: to carry on their abominable 


plots.”—* God and my courage will not for. 


fake me,” faid Habib ; * and you yourfelf will 
afift me.” —* Ah !” refumed the genie, * were 
I nót obliged to refiore to the earth, the mor- 
tal remains of the. Indian Knight, I could in= 
deed be of very great fervice -to you ; but I am 
fubjećted to a rigorous ląw, which I 'cannot 
"evade. Perfift boldly in your noble defigns ! 
But do mot expećt me to point ont at prefent, 


the road which you ought te purfue. The 


whole extent of the earth feparates you from 
/ouT lover ; but the orders of fate can open a 
pallage for you into her dominions, which 

tke 
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the malice of her enemies renders inaccef= 
fible. 

« You oncetold me, my dear II"Haboul, that ź 
brave man could over-rule the fates.”—* You 
may take defperate refolutions, when no other 
remain to be chofen, but wait till fome event 
fhall inform you of what you are todo : I am 
of opinion, that what you would now under« 
take would turn to your difadvautage. (Go and 
attack lions; you have already deftroyed many 
of them without my help, and with no other 
weapon than your poniard : In this manner ac- 
euftom yourfelf to dangers, that you may be 
prepared before hand for thofe which await 
you. Adieu ! my dear Habib! I will not re» 
turn to the camp of Salamis. I muft avoid all 
explanation with him ; and though he fhould 
learn from you who I was, and what I am, 
yet all the world befides muft remain ignorant 
of it. I have not ałways been the friend of 
men, but you have reconciled me to them, and 
may depend upon my attachment. Em. 
brace me, my dear Habib.” At thefe words 
he mounted his fteed, and departed. 

As foon as he was out of the view of the 
young Sultan, he entered the defert, and ftop= 
ped at the foot of a little hill. He ttiere quit- 
ted his horfe, and having dug a deep ditch, 
depofited the earthly body in which he was 
clothed; and being now freed from every 
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mortal incumbrance, and availing himfelf of 
the two days which were ftill allowed him by 
the orders of Solomon, he quickły tranfported 
himfelf to the dominions of Dorathil-Goafe. 
+ A dark batallion defended the frontiers, 
But he was informed by a fpirit who had de= 
ferted, that the White, the Yellow, the Green, 
the Red, and the Blue Iflands, had al] been fub- 
dued by the rebel genie Abarikaf, who poffef- 
fing at firft enly -the Black Ifland, had made 
himfelf mafter of all the reft, and of the inter= 
jacent feas. k 
The Princefs, fhut apui jn Medinazilbalor*, 
her capital, poffeffed only the country in which 
it wasfituated. Jt was all that the protećtion 
of Illaboufatrou her grand-father, and her, 
Viziers the genies, had been able to fave from 
the attacks of the rebel, who had affembled 
from the depths of the ocean, a legion of revolt- 
ed fpirits. Thefe fix iflands, now under the 
power of wicked fpirits; were governed by 
chiefs ftill more wicked and tyrannical ; the 
people became the vićtims of their vices, and 
the perpetual fport of their dark enchant- 
ments. In vain did Dorathil-Goafe call upon 
the deliverer whom the fates had foretołd :' 
cvery avenue was guarded, and her abode was 
inaccelible 


e Medinazilbaler. 'The city of Cryftal, 


ARABIAN TALES. 303 


inacceffible to moóttals. AJ nature appeared 
to be in fubjećtion to thefe malevolent genies. 

N'Haboul fecretly lamented the dangerous ob= 
ftacles which oppofed the bravery of his pupil : 
but reduced now to inaćtivity and fiłence, he 
impatiently longed for the moment, in which 
his protećtion was to becorne necefiary. In the 
mean time, he returned to the duties of his or- 
dinary fituation, znd watched over events. 

Mean while, Habib, after the departure of 
his preceptor, had khaftened to Salamis and 
Amirala, and informed them of the aftoniihing 
circumftances he had juft learned. The fire 
Of his looks, tte faultering of his voice, and 
his uncouneśted difcoutrfe, painted at once the 
dangers and the charms of Dorathil.Goafe, 
his difculties, and his hopes. ** On me alone 
fhe muft depend,'” would he fay, with a noble 
affurance. ** I muft reft no more, until I have 
fet her at liberty. The moments are precious, 
and none can point cut the road that wiłl con- 
dućt me to her !-— What is to be done in fuch 
a dreadfil uncertainty !” 

ŁHlis parertś obferved that his extraordinary 
paflion was not fo much theeffect of a fympathy 
of fouł, as of the powerof the ftars, which 
they could not connteraćt ; and therefcre, in- 
ftead of oppofing his refolutions, they contented 
themielves with pointing out his duty, and recal- 
ling to his memory the wife counfels of his in= 
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ftructor. The young Sultan, as well in obedi- 
ence to thefe, as toavoid a fłate of inaćtivity, 
which was difagreeable to him, left the tents, 
and haftened to a folitaty afylum, whither he 
had often reforted with II”? Haboul, fituated in a 
rural valley, embofomed in the mountains near 
the camp of Salamis. 

There, as an agreeable relaxation from their 
warlike labours, they had ftopped the current 
of a little rivulet, by a bank, and collected its 
waters in a bafon, formed by the hand of na- 
ture; the trees lent it a charming fhade, and 
their branches only left fome fmall openings, 
through which the eye could reft with delight, 
on the profpećt of the furrounding mountains. 
Flowers of every hue, the rarefł plants, and a- 
romatic herbs, were profufely fcattered on the 
banks of the ftream, and the earth, happily pro- 
tećted from the heat of the fun, abundantly dif. 
played the riches of nature. Ata fmall diftance 
ftoqd a cottage, or rather a palace, formed of the 
branches of trees, covered with bulrufhęs, and 
hung with matts. Their fophas were covered 
with the fkins of wild beafts they had killed ; 
and an outward row of perpendicular ftakes 
defended this” remote retreat from every hof- 
tile attack 

In perfuading Habib to prepare this retreat, 
IVHaboul taught him the means of drawing 
amufement from his own mind. Seatedat the 

3 door 
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door of this fingular habitation, he directed his 

attention to the beautiful amphitheatre whiciz 
it overlooked.  ** Are you «not delighted,”” 

would he fay to him, ** with the refiećtion, 

that it is to yourfelf alone we are indebted for 

the little amufements we here enjoy ? Our 

happinefs, if ever it is complete, muft depend 

upon ourfelvćs.” | 

This retreat, of which Habib was extremely 
fońd, was peculiarly fitted to feed his growinz 
paffion. He was fhut up there to mufe on the 
only objećt of lis thoughts, and of the means 
of uniting her to nimfel£. 

One day he was ińdulging in thefe pleafing 
meditations, his eyes were fixed onthe Almos, 
without reading it, and his imagination loft 
amid thoughts of love and of war, when, ona 
fudden, he heard an uncommon nojfe in the air: 
he kneeled down, and gently putting afide the 
branches, which interrupted his view, he per- 
ccived a large fhadow over the bafon; it came 
from an objećt high iuthe air, which, after the. 
„fhadow had moved over a fmall fpace ofgrcund, 
alighted on the brink of the water. This 
was a bird ofa black and white colour, and of 
a prodigious fize, carrying a pavilion on its 
back, whofe walls feemed to be of gauze, and 
whofe door and windows were bordered with 
flowers. Gc3 
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„The bird having alighted, the pavilion flew 
open, and there fell from-it a golden ladder, on 
whofe top,was a figure, fupported by others 
equally remarkable for their beauty. ' She 
worę on her head a tiara, formed of her own 
trefles, and ftrings of pearls; the beauty of her 
complexion might be compared to the lilly fet 
oif with the fhades of the rofe. The fpark- 
ling of her eyes, and the dimples of her vermi- 
lioń lips, feemed alternately to animate the 
graces of her fmile, or the. fire of her fenti« 
ment. 

When fhe raifed her. eyes to hóownj the fun 
was obfcured ; when fhe caft them down upon 
the ground, it was covered with flowers ; and 
when fhe fmiłed, al nature feemed to fmile a- 
round her. But how did Habib feel, when he 
- faw her walk,and perceived that her every mo- 
tion was accompanied with an air as affećting 
as it was majeftic. At length fhe came towards 
the Sultan's retreat, leaning on the arm of one 
of her beautiful attendants, and, without obfer= 
ving him, at.the diftance of two fteps, fat down 
on a green bank. 

She turned hereyes from one fide to the other, 
and fighing, faid,—* He is not here; I have 
been deceived ; this is not the place of his a- 
bode !'—Butthefe fmiling groves, the fweet 
murmur of thefe waters, and thefe flowers, 
which art and nature cherifh, all here is his 

work ! 
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work !—But he is not here himfelf !1—Oh! ye 
green /plains and groves, who owe your 
growth and beauty to the care of my dear Ha- 
bib, liften to”me;. borrow words to exprefs your 
meaning ; and when he wanders into this lovely 
folitude, tell my lover, that the affeltionate 
Dorathil-Goafe hath come to feek her hero in 
the middle of Arabia, to offer him her heart 
and: a throne, and thereby fulfil his deftiny '— 
Shall fhe then be forced to leave thefe countries, 
without having beheld the idol of her foul :” 
"Thus fpake this difconfolate Princefs, raifing 
her hands to her eyes, as if to ftopjthe ftarting 
tear. Habib feized this moment to throw him- 
felf at herfeet, and had bathed them with his 
tears, before fhe could percelve or prevent 
him. 

« Do I thenbehold you?” exclaimed fhe, caft- 
ing her eyes at once upon the picture fhe al- 
ways wore in her bofom, and upon him who 
was kneeling before her. ** Is it no more an 
illufion ? My dear Habib !'"—** Yes, it is your 
lover, your deliverer, O Queen of my life !? 
replied he, as he covered her hand with kifles. 
A deep filence, the genuine expreflion of ad- 
miration and love, then fuccecdeq. But this ena 
joyment, as pure as it was delightful, lafted but 
for a moment. A fudden noijfe was heard, and 
a bird was feen in the air, moving towards 
them. All at once it changed its appearance, 
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ańd they found it to be a geniein a human 
form, who advanced towards Dorathil. Goafe. 
« What! Is it you Libaracas ? >” faid fhe to him; 
« what urgent bufinefs has brought you R 
from Medinazilbalor ?* 

« Your whole, dominions, Queen, are in 
danger of being loft by your abfence. Avail- 
ing himfelf of this circumfłance, the rebel A- 
barikaf has attacked the only ifland which re- 
mained, and your grand Vizier is unable to 
oppofe the innumerable foes by whom your 
coafłs are infefted.  Alł the rebel genies have 
now repaired to the ftandard of your adverfa- 
ry; they blacken the bilłows of the fea, and 
its fhores are covered with them ; the roaring 
of lions, of fea bnlls, and of the fea horfe, 
frighten the people; and the found of the 
echoes carry terror even to your capital. Haf- 
ten to oppofe this fury, with your magicał 
talifman, and avail yourfelf of the onły pef- 
fage which is open to you, by flying through 
the middle region of the air.” 

At this account, the blood boiled in the 
veins of the young Habib; fire flafhed from 


voice . fpread terror all aronnd. ** Let us 


* march towards tbefe monfters,” exclaimed he. 


« ] will deftroy them from the earth and the 


fen, and will avenge the canfe of heaven and. 


tbę 


his eyes ; his fiature appeared to rife above its, 
ordinary height; and his deep and animated 
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the Queen !”—* Prince !”* replied Ilbaracas in 
aftonifhment, ** had you the neceflary armour; 
you might fucceed in this enterprife; but the 
enemies of the great Sołomon cannot be fub- 
dued but by Soloimon's arms; for thefe you 
muft fearch on the heights of Mount Caucafus, 
and a thoufand dreadful dangers lie in the - 
way.” Then addreffing himfelf to the Queen, 
« Let us depart, Madam, the moments are 
precious ; and a fingle inftant wafted in inacti- 
vity may make the guilty Abarikaf triumphe 
ant.” 

'The two lovers, after the moft tender em- 
braces, took leave of one another, with a coue 
rage worthy of the greatnefs of their fouls. Do 
rathil.Groafe entered her pav ilion, and the roc, 
taking flight, foon difappeared. Habib fol. 
lowed her with his eye, till he could fee her 
no more, and then indulged himfelf more tkan 
„ever in the paflion of love, and in the defire of 
„glory. 

« Farewell, blefled fountain !” exclaimed he, 
« whofe waters have guenched my thirfł, and 
in whofe falutary ftreams I have often bathed. 
Thou canft no more bring me relief: A fre 
confumes me within, which all thy waters 
could not extinguifh. 

« Farewell, ye fiowery lawns, on which my 


beloved hath trode ; and if I am again to be- 
| hold 
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hold you, preferve for ever the prints of her 
feet! 

« Adieu, ye tender. fhrubs, who have lent 
your fhades to my love ! Let ic be your per- 
petual boafł, that you once concealed fo many 
charms ! 

« And thou earth, who haft wifi my 
felicity, farewell! fear not that Habib will 
ever forget thee ! Gompared with thee, the 
palaces of Kings fhall for ever be defpifed. 
Here my foul firft opened to happinefs, and 
burned with the fire of love '-——But here alfo 
was Dorathil-Goafe moft cruelly torn from 
me'—Yes, I will brave the infernal fpirits, 
who difpute my claim to her! Great Pro- 
phet! point out the road which condućts to 
her! I will pierce the heart of the traitor 
Abarikaf! And theu, great Solomon! if [ 
am not unworthy to be the inftruiment of thy 
glory, grant me wings, that I may flee over 
NMount Caucafus !  Covered with thy buck- 
ler, may I be able to oyerthrow the enemies 
of the Queen of my foul 
- After this, Habib offered up his prayers, 
performed his ablutions, and returned to his 
father”s tent, determined to fet out for Mount 
Caucafus, as foon as he (hould obtalłn his per- 
miflion. T may eafily be imagined with what 
warmth he defcribed to Sde and A mirala, 
the different circumftances of his laft adven- 
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ture. His words were fo animated, that they 
fcemed fo many breathing pictures. But what 
was their furprife, when they heard his fo- 
lemn vow, not to reft his head under any tent 
which was'not ereśted on Mount Caucafus. * 

«« What a defperate enterprife! my fon,” 
faid the Emir. * Are you ignorant that this 
mountain is fitnated af the very Extremity of 
the earth, and that the road which conducts 
to it lies through the moft frightful deferts? 
Man you may overcome, but the feverity of 
the chmates, with which you are unacquainte 
ed, how will yon be able to fupport? How 
will you defend yourfelf againft the univerfal 
famine, which defolates the immenfe tracks of 
country through which you muft pafs? Thefe 
are enemies which you cannot vanquifh.— 
« Ah! my father,” replied Habib, * what 
fear can deter me, when urged by love, by glo- 
ry, and by fate. And were I not under the 
influence of thefe, yet from the hatred of ty- 
ranny, which burns in my heart, I would ran- 
fack the bowels of the earth in fearch of A- 
barikaf.” 

Salamis was conftrained to yłeld to thefe 
fentiments, which he himfelf had cherilhed in 
his fon, and could make no reply to them, 
which woułd not contradii his own princi- 
ples. He, therefore, made choice of twenty 
perfons, of approved courage and prudence, 

and 
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and having affociated them with his fon, gave 
them a commodious and light equipage, and 
two camels to carry their tents and baggage. 

The day of his departure being come, the 
parents tore themfelves from the arms of their 
beloved fon. Aflićting and melancholy was 
the feparation ; and the feeling Amirala, in 
tears, exclaimed, 

« My cedar; upheld by the frongeft roots, 
excęlled in beauty the cedars of -Lebanon. The 
fowls of heaven bullt their nefts among its 
branches, and our flocks fed under its fhade ; 
but it has been fuddenly tranfplanted into the 
dry fand of the wildernefs. 

<« Ye furious winds, attempt not to fhake 
„him ; he was formed to refift your rage! 

« Ye dark clouds, lightnings, and tempefts, 
preludes of the thunder, fpare the ftalk mark» 
ed with the feal of the great Prophet! 

« tis enough, my dear Amirala !” faid Sa- 
lamis; * our fon's defign is noble, and he is 
bound, by his vow, to profecute this enter- 
prife. The lionefs feeds not her young ones 
for herfelf : when age and the enemy call them 
to the combat, fhe leads them forth againft the 
tygers.”” 

At length the caravan departed. Habib 
began the journey with a cuirafs of Haoudz * 

his 


* Haoudź. "This is the heavieft, and, at the fame 
4ime, firongeft kind of cuirafs, 
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his-buckler, which felt light to kim, would 
foon have fatigued the ftrongeft arm. His 
fpear was as ftrong as a tree, whofe. foliage 
already furnifhes a fhade: and the weight of 
his fcymetar might crufh the body, which ia 
blade could not cut afunder.. 

_ „ He felt not the fatigues of the journey, s as 
he marched to glory and Dorathil-Goafe ; and 
the roads feemed to him covered with flowers. 
Yet Habib was in the middle of deferts, expof- 
ed to every want, and experiencing the feve- 
rity of hunger and thirft. Je was at times 
aecidentally fupplied with wild fruits, and the 
waters of fome remote fountains ; and with 
thefe little fupplies, all his wants were foon 
forgotten. But the warriours, who accompa- 
nied him, being neither lovers nor heroes, be- 
gan to feel themfelves fatigued, at the end of 
two months, though their complaints at firft 

"were hut fight. By a fortunate circumiłance, 

they found a place, which was inhabited by 
fhepherds, where they were plentifully fup- 
płied with milk, and had fame bottles filled 
with it. Habib fuppofed this unexpećled fupu 
ply woułd revive their courage, and remove 
their ill humour ; but his retinue, coricluding 
it to be impaflible to reach Mount Caucafus, 
without expofing themfelves to the danger of 
perilhing by hunger, or fatigue," made fome 

Voa.[l. „, Da cbfervationa 
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obfervations on this fubjećt to the young Sul. 
tan. : 

« I thought,” faid he, * that my father had 
given me men as my companions, but you arć 
only women in arms. [I will not ahufe the 
weaknefs of your fex. Yet, I muft obferve 
to you, that you have already come too far'to 
return without danger; but fince you think 
thofe which I am to encounter, more difficult 
to owercome, give me my fhare of the trea- 
fure with which you were entrufted by my 
father. Carry back your baggage and your 
camels.- I can lie down and fleep in the open 
air. lt was not with a view to your afliftance 
that I confented to take you with me; I thought 
you lovers of gloty, and formed to acqnire it ; 
and was anxious to fhare mine with brothers 
and brave Arabians: thefe titles you do not 
deferve, and therefore let us part. (Go, return 
to Salamis, and tell him that you left his foń 
on the way to glory, armed with ftrength and 
courage, under the protećtion of the great Pro- 
phet, and in full hope of vićtory and fuc- 
cef3. 

The firmnefs of this fpeech aftonifhed, but 


did not alter the companions of the young Sul- - 


| 


— 


_ dan. They looked upon him as an obftinate 


fool, who facrificed every thing to his idle fan- 
cies. ** We are accountable for ourexiftence,” 
faidthey among themfelves, ** to our wives and 

| our 
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eur children, and it would be folly i in us to fol- 
low the capricious whim of a young man, who 
is feeking death in purfuit of this mount Cau- 
cafus, which appears to fy before us. Our 
camels are quite decayed, and our armour is 
worn, and „we fhall foon be without any re- 
fource in the middle of thefe deferts „—Y et,” 
added they, ** frould+we return without him 
into Arabia, Salamis would look upon us as 
cowards, who had abandoned his fon, and hig 
vengeance would be iaevitable, Ifihis Habib 
would die here!'-——[here are plenty of plants 
for embalming him; we would put him 
on one of our camels, zad quietly carry him to 
his father.” 

Ingratitude is the confequence of cowardice, 

and leads to g uilt. 'Thefe treacherous friends 
* foon laid their plan: But how were they 
to furprife Habib! Conftanily armed, and 
ever ready to fell his life dear to thofe who 
might dare to attack it, he flept in the night un- 
der his buckler, and was awaked by the leaft 
noife ; nor did his courage and aćtivity ever de=" 
fert him, even in his hours of repofe. 

Among thefe confpirators, there was one 
whofe heart revolted at guilt ; but he durft not 
venture to difcover his real fentiments. lIfe 
dreaded the refentment of the reft, efpecially as 
he had joined in their complaint. Should he 
reveal this płot to Habib, he expofed the whole 

Dd2  .,, company. 
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company to his vengeance, and might eventu= 
ally be expofed himfelf: and fhould the hero 
prove vićtorious, he forefaw that he muft fol- 
low him alone. In this uncertainty, he thus 
addrefled his companions: ** Why,” faid he, 
« expofe yourfelves to a dangerous conflict? 
Habib never quits his poniard; and fuppofe 
you fhould be covered with your armour, yet 
before you could deprive him of life, his hand 
would eafily reach your heart. But there is a 
lefs dangerous, and a much more certain me- 
thod ; I know a particular herb, which grows 
in thefe places, whofe leaf is covered with a 
white powder, more powerful in its operation 
than opium. "I will gather forae of thefe, and 
as I have the particular charge of preparing 
provifions for him in the evening, I can admi- 
nifter this foporific at a proper feafon ; and then 
you will be able to execute your projećt witl- 
but danger. If, in this way we can carry on 
our defigns, why fhould we embrue our hands 
in his blood? Hle never offended any of us. 
"And ifhe obliges us needlefsly to expofe our 
lives, to gain a whimficał end, he alfo expofes 
hisown. His difordered mind leads him on 
tó unavoidable death, and without attempting 
his life, we can provide for cur own fafety. 
Befides, let us recollećt, that he is the fon of the 
valiant Salamis, in whofe dominions our wives 
and our children flecp in peace, and under the 

fhadow 
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fhadow of whofe buckler our flocks feed in-fe- 
curity, To us he hasalways been a good fa- 
ther, and there is not one here who hath not 
fhared of his fubftance, even in the laft extrem 
mity. Let us not then ftain our hands with in- 
nocent blood ! One day the greąt Prophet will 
require it at our hands. Let us abandon Habib 
in thefe deferts; and when we fhall have de- 
prived him of his arms, and every afliftance, 
we need not be afraid of his ever reproaching 
© our ingratitude.” 

The confpirątors yielded to the advice of 
Rabir, and he undertook the charge of execu- 
tmg the plan. He gathered the dangerous poi- 
fon from thee plant with which he was ac- 
quainted, and carefully prepared fuch a quantity 
of it as he knew would not occafion death ; re- 
ferving it till a proper opportunity offered, 
which happened that very evening. 

They arrived in a plain, whofe excellent paf- 
ture was nourifhed by the refrefhing influence 
of a fmall rivulet. They perfuaded Habib to 
repofe himfelf ; and, more from prudence than 
need of fleep, he yielded to their advice. He 
retired fecurely under his tent, took fome food, 
„and at ene draught fwallowed the poifon, which 
„kad been infufed in a cup of milk. The con- 
fpirators availing themfelves of the profound 
fecp in which their chief was buried, haftily 
„departed, carrying off with them every thing 

,  Dd3 they 
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they were able ; and leaving nothing to the 
joung Habib, fave his bucklet, which was un- 
der his head, the cloak on which he was laid, 
and the poniard which was fixed to his girdle. 
Thus did thefe twenty knights, chofen by Sala- 
mis, abandon his fon ; they took the road to 
Arabia, and, after much fatigue, at length 
beheld the waving banners of the Emir's tents. 
This moment, which might have been ex- 
pected to be that of their happinefs, became in 
reality that of confufion, inquietude and re- 
morfe. * How fhall we appear before Salamis ? 
faid they among themfelves. ** What account 
ihall we give of the lofs of hisfon? You Rabir, 
whe began, and conducted our project fo fuc- 
„ cefsfully, afift us: now in bringing it to a 
happy conclufion.”-—'** You are mifłaken con- 
cerning my views,”* replied he. * I faw you ten 
folved to facrifice the blood of Habib, and en- 
deavoured to turn you afide from your pur- 
pofe, by feeming to encourage you in it. For 
this alone did I then appear to be an accom- 
plice with you ; but at prefent I am torn with 
remorfe, and by no means in a condition to in- 
vent a falfehood, which might conceal our per- 
fidy ; my looks, my countenance, my filence, 
and my confufion, would all ferve to betray us. 
Invent fome ftory yourfelves, and let the moft 
impudent relate it. | will not contradićt, but 
neither 
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neither can Iafift you. *—* Very well,” replied 
one ofthem, * I will undertake this bufinefs.” 

The caravan arrived in the camp of Sała- 
mis; and the Emir and Amirala came out to 
meet the company, eager once more to behold 
their fon. But imagine their furprife, when 
they beheld nothing but tears, and heard no- 
thing but fighs ! He who had agreed to fpeak 
advanced towards Salamis, and faid, 

« Powerful Emir! We return, pierced with 
grief, at the afflilting news which we bring; 
but what would our attempts to fmooth the 
matter avail ! The fon whom you feek, heaven 
has torn for ever from your hopes. The de- 
ferts, through which we pafled, are infefted with 
venemous ferpents, which lurk under the fand. 
One evening, as the ycung Sultan was about to 
offer up his - prayers, and had fpread his 
mantle on the ground, in order to kneel upon 
it, the moment he had bowed down, a ferpent 
darted at him, and ftung him in the face. This 
was followed by the moft dreadful confequen- 
ces, and thefe terminated fatally. We wifhed 
to have embalmed his body, and brought it back 
with us ; but the violence of the venom had fo 
disfigured it, that we were under the neceflity 
of burying it in the fand, toavoid the pefilen- 
tial infeGtion with which we were threatened.”* 
At this report, the Emir rent his garrkents, 
tore his aged locks, and covered his body with 

ę duft ; 
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duft : the whole eamp rcfounded with the cries 
of the difconfolate Amirala; and the fixty-fix, 
tribes of Salamis were overwhelmed with grief. 

Meanwhile, what hath become of the young 

Habib ? Hath he opened his eyes to the light, or 
hath the poifon's aćtive rage deprived the 
Queen of feven feas of her fweeteft hope? 
„ The fun had arifen in the Eaft in all his 
fplendor, and fhot his burning rays on the eye= 
lids of Habib, aćrofs an unclouded horizon. 
The awakened birds warbled on the tops of 
the trees which overfhadowed the meadows ; 
and the fragrant flowers delighted the fenfe of 
the young hero ; while the gentle zephyrs fan- 
ned his locks, and fhed an agrecable freihnefs 
over his cheeks. All nature now having fha- 
ken off repofe, invited him to awake, and, as 
the ftrength of the potion was now exhaufłed, 
he at length opened his eyes. « Yet affećted 
with the ravifhing fpećtacle around him, he ftill 
believed himfelf under pe illufion of an en- 
chanting dream. 

His miftake, however, was but momentary. 
He arofe, and recovered his fenfes and recollec= 
tion ; he endeavoured- to find where he was, 
all was filence around him ; he looked abroad, 
'and beheld nothing but frightful deferts ; he 
then called on his campanions, his arms, and 
his fteed ; but all had difappeared.  ** O treach- 


ery!” cxcłalimed he; ** meurn unhappy Ara- 
bia ! 
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bia ! thy knights are void of virtue; and from 
the dread of labour and death, they have fallen 
into infamy ! 

« Thy glory is departed, wretched Arabia ! 
tear thy hair ; cover thyfelf with the dufł, and 
bathe thyfelf in tears! Gry and howl, till the 
tygers and panthers are dilmayed, for the en- 
ormons crime of treachery has been engender= 
ed in thy bofom. Ah! who ón earth will be 
faithful, fince the Arabian knights have ceafed 
to be true? Ye men ! Forever henceforth fhall 
ye be defpifed, for the great Prophet hath 
fcorned his own. Ye fertile plains of our coune 
try ! no more fhall your feed come to perfećtion, 
and ye fhall produce nothing but wild fruits. 
Heppy fłocks of our valleys, your fruitful dugs 
will be dried up. 

« Ye aćtive and induftrious people, who car- 
ried plenty with you even to the barren regions 
of He.febon and Philarioth, wko faid to the de» 
fert, thou fhalt be a defert no more ! beholdthe 
colours of cur tents ftreaming in the air; tri. 
uimph in your fuccels! And ye, once a hap- 
py people ! come.down from thefe places wbere 
you were pofieifed of every thing ; lay afide 
your armour ; in vain are ye loaded with buck= 
ler and fpears. Prepare yourfelves for flightor 
for flavery. The weapons which you throw, and 
the arrow which flies from your bow, are but 
vile reeds, fince the honour of Arabia is gone! 

Stretch 


z» 
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Stretch out your hands to receive your chainss _ 


The peopłe that were not Yizsaoktk, never yet 
were free. 

« Infult no more ovwer the effeminacy of 
Egypt, or the Syrian, who, in queft of riches; 
commits himfelf to the inconftancy of the 
waves: remember that you have now no de- 
fence. 

« O Sałamis ! O my father ! when thou fhalt 
require oł thefe cowards the treafure thou 
entruftedft to them, and with thy.awful voice. 
fhalt fay, * Wkereis my fon 2” —« Ah! how 
fhall they be filled with difmay ! Too late will 
the bowels of the earth open to devour them. 
Return not, cowards, into Arabia ! Nor, with 
your hated prefence, afliGt thofe whąm you will 
difhonour. Following me, you were afraid of 
labour, of famine, and of death : May labour, 


and famine, and death purfue you, from defert. 


to defert ! 

« Star which prefided at the birth of Flabib, 
through a thoufand dangers you call him to 
high fates, now behold him ! prefent dangers 
he defpifes, and haftens to meet others. Thus 
may your infuence brave every obftacie, and 
fnpport him in his courfe ! 

« Protećtor of Mufulmen ! fall at his feet.” 

With thefe words Habib kneeled down at 
the fule of the fountain, and performed his ab- 
łutiom, and offered up his prayers to God and 
his great Prophet, certainly with more fervour, 

and 
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and with as much tranquillity, as if he had been 
under his father's tent. 

He directed his eyes towards the ftar of the 
North, which was henceforward to become his 
guide; and perceived a high and fteep hill, 
which he determined to cli.mb. Noar him he 
faw his cloak and his fhicld. ** Precious gifts 
of heaven !” excliimed he, ** you have been 
faved from the hands of perfidy, and (hl be 
my bulwark and defence ! He likewife found his 
poinard in his girdle.—'* Fear nothing, my 
dear Dorathil- Goaie,”” added he ; ** your knight 
is no longer lifarmed ; he has ft.l] weapons left 
to avenge you of your foes.” | 

Before he departed, he provided himfelf with 
*. fome wild plants, with which [I HHaboul had nade 

him acquainted, and whofe roots miglit ferve 
him far nourifhment. He at length b gan his 
journey, and travelled with much lefs auxicty 
than when accompanied hy the twenty mal- 
cóntents, With his head uncovered, he endured 
the fup's heat, and defied its ficrceft beams. 
Agility, united to ftrength, enabled him to per- 
form the journcy with great rapidity ; and he 
ftopped only thrice a day, to offer up His pray 
ers, and now and then to refrefh hiunf-lf with 
the roots he had laid in ftore. Before night 
he had gained the third part of tlie mountuin, 
„ which iie nad perceived in tle moining. There 
he found a ditch full of water, but fo deep, that 
he 
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he could not reach it without much labour. 
A trec overhung this hollow, which had been | 
fofmed by the rapid fall of the water ; and with 
his poinard he cut up another by the roots, 
and joined it to the firft, and thus he gently 
defcended to the very bottom of the. ravine, to 
quench the burning thirit which confumed 
him. Affećted, however, with this unexpec- 
ted bleffing, before he fatisfied his reał need, 
he performed his ablutions, and gave thanks 
to the Author of Nature, and Mahomet his Pro 
phet. After this he came outof the ravine. 

In this place he was obliged to pafs the 
night, and to defend himfelf from wild beafts. 
Ata little diftance, he perceived a rock hol- 
łowed out by the water; and having collected 
a number of very large ftones, he formed to 
himfelf a fort of cave, wherein he might fleep 
in fecurity. There he fpread his cloak, placed 
his buckler under his head, and after fome 
refleltions on his fituation, abandoned himfelf 
todleep. | 

« 'The brave,” faidhe, ** fnd their tent in 
cvery place, while the abjećt can no where 
find reft to his head. 

« Happy is he who hath learned in camps 
to fleep amid the found of truwmpets ! the thun- 


der will not difturb him. 
« TUHabovył 


PA 
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 < TVHaboul, and my father taught me to 
become a man; and fuch as they formed me, 
I here find myfelf, . 
« Salamis ! behold your fon: IVHaboult 
behold your pupil: and Dorathil-Goafe.! be> 
hold your lover. In peace he repofes under a 
rock, in the fond expećłation of awaking ta 
glory. 

« Ye fłars, enemies to my happinefs! ye 
oppofę the decrees of heaven, and one day ye 
fhall be driven from your fpheres. A pavi- 
lion, madę by.'the hands of men, would leave 
me expofed to your ftrokes; but, fheltered by, 
the enormous mafs which covers me, I defy 
your fierceft rage.” 

Saying this, Habib-fell afleep. The favage 
inhabitants of the foreft, attraćted to the rock, 
by the footfteps of the traveller, roamed 
around his cave. They fet up terrible roars, 
and contended for the prey, of which they 
thought themfelves already pofiefled. Love 
might keep the lover of Dorathil-Goafe a- 
wake, but fear had no power to difturb his 
reft. Nature fhed over him her drowfy in- 
filuence ; and, amid tbe difmal noife of lions and 
tygers, he took that repofe, of which he ftood. 
greatly in need. 

Day began at length to appear, through the 
chinks of the vaft encłofure with which Habib 
was furrounded, He therefore came cut, and de- 
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fcended again into the ditch, to perform his 
ablution, and offer up his prayers. He then 
refrefhed himfelf with the few roots that re- 
mained, refumed his cloak and his buckler, 
and fet outon his journey. 

Scarcely had he reached the fummit of one 
mountaim, when he faw before him another, ftill 
more inacceflible. No path nor praćticable road 
was to be feen ; and he muft climb it by leap- 


ing from one rock to another. And when he > 


met with a plain, he had to tread on deep and 
burning fand, where, even in the.places beft 
-defended from the rage of the fun, no tuft of 
grafs, nor a fingle drop of water, was ever 
found. Nature herfelf had dried up thefe 
frightful regions, and feemed to prepare for 
the traveller the road to the infernal manfions. 

Overpowered with fatigue, and wafted with 
hunger and thirft, Habib perceived that his 
ftore of roots was exhaufłed; and therefore 
redoubled his fteps, that he might reach the 
mountain that lay in his way, before it was 
night. After many efforts he at laft arrived; 
but found neither fprings nor ditches there. 
He haftily built a hut with ftones, and fhut 
himfelf up in it, tortured with want and 
fatigue. Yet he tried the only method that 
remained, to refrefh his tongue and the roof 
of his mouth, which were perfectly parched 


by the duft and the heat of the fun. Having 
obferved, 
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obferved, that the dew fell in great abundance 
' in that country, he fpread his handkerchief on 
a roek without his cave, intending to fqueeze 
out the dew, as foon as he thought it fuficient- 
ly foaked. 

Having taken this precaution, which faved him 
from the greateft of evils, he went to reft, hav- 
ing firft performed the dnties of a pious Muf- 
ful man. But he would not have been able to 
"fleep, unlefs he had thus commauned with him- 
felf. | 

« Speak,” faid he, ** with thyfclf, Habib, 
bethe reply ! In travelling through danger 
to glory, did defliny promiie, that thou fhouldit 
enjoy conveniences on thy way? 

« Thou art now in the defert: Afk Maho- 
met, why he hath not conimanded Mofes to 
rajn honey and manna upon thee, as he for- 
-merly did upon the defcendants of Abra. 
ham ? 

* Born to ftruggle, thon art now in diftrefs! 
Remain firm, Habib ; heaven is on thy fide, but 
thon mufi co-operate with it. 

« The applaufe of Salamis, of Amirala, and 
of H”Haboul; the high approbation of heaven 
itfelf; the heart and the hand of Dorathil. 
Goafe, and the throne of feven feas, are the 
reward of thy toils; tread on the fire without 
ftumbling, thou art in thy way to glory.” 

Ee2 _ Habib, 
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Habib, having thus recalled his patience and 
his courage, quietly fell afleep. He awaked 
with the morning, and went out from his hut 
to take up his handkerchief. O Providence ! 
o invifible fupport of man! The moifture 
which he fqueezed from the linen into the hol- 
łow of a flint, was to him a cup of bleffing, 
which, as he was aflailed by want, was the 
moft delicious he had ever tafted. 

Tranfported with gratitude, and purfuing 
his journey with more vigour than ie he 
thus exclaimed : 

« He who hath gicen me the dew, hath al. 
fo taught me to gather it! Blefled be the 
author of the univerfe ! 

« Ye flioty rocks, calcined by the heat of 
the fun, at the order of your Oreator, ye fhall 
be changed into fountains of waters, . 

<< Hunger and thirft vanifh before the ru- 
ler of nature; and the ftores of plenty are o- 
pened at his will.” 

The traveller found, betwixt two rocks, a 
tyger's den, where the female had juft brought 


* forth her young. On feeing a ftranger, her 


cyes fiafhed wita new fire, her hair ftood up, 
fhe lafhed the air with her tail, and the echoes 
reiterated her roarings : fhe attacked the hero, 
who oppofed her with his fhield, and feizing 
his dagger, he thruft it, with an unerring and 
vigoroua a into the heart'of the animal. 


_Tke 
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The tygrefs fell, and Habib, availing himfelf 
of the blefling which was thus fent him, made 
a cloak of its hide, and cut ont fuch parts of 
the body, as, in his needful fituation, might 
ferve for food, and then returned thanks to 


heaven and Mahomet, for his vićtory and fuc=- 


cefs. 

It was late, and he muft now think of a re- 
treat for the night. The cave of the tygers 
furnifhed him with one already prepared. Af- 
ter killing the young ones, and putting the 
infide of it in proper order, he fhut up its 
mouth with an enormous fłone, fpread his 
handkerchief to imbibe the dew, and łaid him- 
felf down in the cave, on the fkin of the ty- 
grels, 

The evening twilight was almoft over, and 
the handkerchief was wet with the dew. He 
drew it in, and fqueezed it into the fcull of the 
tygrefs, which, with fome pieces of her ficlh, 
that he had dried.in the fun during the day, 
furnifhed a moft delicious repaft. He fulły 


fatisfied his wants; and that he might be com-' 


pletely refrefhed from fatigue, he laid himfelf 
down, and fell afleep, after naving elevated his 
foul to the moft fu blime idees. 

ś« [he bleflings of the Almighty,” faid he, 
« are fcattered throughout all nature. Some- 
times fhe feemg to withkold them, but the in- 
„duftry of man can force her to give them up. | 


Re 3 « Thanks 
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« Thanks to thee, O Mahomet! , Thou yet 
haft a regard to Habib, though abandoned by 
his friends! And giveft him for a compa- 
nion one of the fpirits over whom thou ru-, 
left ! 

« Every thing goes well with me! The 
enemy came forth to attack me, but fhe fell 
by my firft ftroke. Her fkin ferves me for 
cloathing, her body for food, and fróm her 
fkull I quench my tbirft. 

*« [remble, audacious enemies of Dorathil- 
Goafe ! her knight hathi conquered- without 
arras ! and, under the protećtion of the Pro- 
phet, he is hafiening to fubdie thofe of Solo- 
mon :” 1 

Full of vigour and of courage, Habib had 
arilen before day, and refumed his journey: 
with greater fpirit than ever. In the mean 
time, he as yet faw no end to his toils, and 
dificulties and dangers feemed to fpring up . 
under his feet. He could perceive no outlet 
from thefe fteep mountains, and from their 
dreadful ridges nothing but .deferts was difco- 
vered, as far as the eye could reach. In thefe 
tracks, where mortał never trod, he' beheld 
nothing but wild animals, which retired be- 
_ fore him, or which were to be oppofed with 
the dagger, and enormous ferpents, which he 
had to crulh with ftoncs; and the uncertainty 
of 


ARABIAN TALES. 331 


of fuccefs, by deprefing the courage of the 
young hero, diminifhed his natura] vigour. 

As he defcended one of thele fteep moun- 
tains, and having nothing with him but a few 
roots, he perceived a fandy plain, which was 
terminated only by the horizon. ln all that 
immenfe fpace, over which he was obliged to 
travel, he had no hopes of finding any fort of 
refource ; and had he been an ordinary man, 
this circumftance muft have funk him in def- 
pair ; but Habib thought of nothing but how 
to furmount this new difficulty. 

He could not travel during the day, with- 
out being fcorched by the beams of the fun, 
and lofing the ufe of his feet, from the burn- 
ing heat of the fand; befides, he could find no 
water to quench his thirft. It would be im- 
poflible for him to form a fafe retreat for the 
night among the fand; and the tygers and 
panthers, who then roam more eagerly, might 
attack him unawares, and tear him in pieces. 
Habib, therefore, took the refolution of refting 
during the day, and of travelling by the light 
of the ftar, which, during the night, was to 
ferve him for his guide. 

On viewing the ocean of fand which was 
before him, and.feeing the fun in his meridian, 
he ftopped, and having, by the aflitance of 
his poniard, fixed his buckler, fo as to defend 
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his head from the fun, he laid himfelf down 
on the fkin of the tygrefs, and fell afleep. 

No fooner had night extended her fable vcil, 
than he tore himfelf from the arms of fleep, 
and began his journey. "The handkerchief 
which received the dew was fixed to his neck, 
and floated on his fhoulders. In this manner, 
he could banifh thirft, but how fhall he ap- 
peafe his hunger? He had nothing left but 
two roots, and knew not when Providence 
might fend him any fupply ; yet, ashe walked 
along, he was loft in admiration at the fpećta- 
cle which the heavens difplayed to his view. 

« [he magnificent vault of the firmament 
enclofes all nature, ahd covers s che barrennefs 
of the defert. 

«« [s there a fpot in the e where 
man is not forced to admire the wonders of 
the Creator ? Were I to fearch into the bowels 
of the earth, I fhould there find gold, and ru- 


"bies, and rivers ftill more precions. 


« "The moon, preceded by the conftellations 
that difpenfe the dew, rifes above the horizon 
to fupply the płace of the fun. 

« Ye would be refrefhed, ye burning fands, 
but the fnn, while he darts his rays, cannot 
affect you ; nothing can ever remove from you 
your fterility. 

« The heart of the ungrateful is like the 
fand of the defert ; the bleflings of heaven are 

" fhowered 
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fhowered down upon it, without leaving any 
impreflion of the bounty which beftows them. 

« Take courage, Habib! Thou never waft 
unmindful of the benefits thou didft receive! 
Behold the motion of the fkies! There, at 
this very moment, thy deftiny is weighed ! 
Banifh every fcar! Put a firm and vigorous 
foot in the balance, and thou fhalt caft it in 
thy favour ! 

« Behold the folemn filence which reigns 
in that high region ! There thy judges dwell! 
There Mahomet, and the feven prophets, inter- 
cede in thy behalf, 

« Great Prophet ! Friend of the Moft High : 
Oneofthy followers cries to thee from the delert! 
Hiear thou his voice, and anfwer his requeft! 

<< "The end he has in view is heroic: You 
were the model of heroes. His heart burns 
with głory and with love! Whatever on 
earth bore the great characters of virtue, thou 
didft not defpife.” - 

In this manner, did Habib forget, as he 
travelled along, his fatigues and his wants. 

Towards morning, as he looked at the dif- 
tant horizon, he thought he perceived a fmall 
black point. * At length,” faid be, * I fee 
the boundary of this extenfive plain ; that ob- 
jet which I kehold, is, without doubt, either 
a mountain, or fome collećtion of vapour, arif- 


„ ing from the habitations of the human race. 
« Thou 
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« "Fhou fhalt fee men, Habib! However 
much the paflions have armed us againft one 
another, ftill the countenance of a man kindles 
at the fight of his fellow. 

« Thefe men have perhaps never feen the 
child of Providence; I willfhew him to them, 
and conftrain them to believe in its gracious 
fuperintendance. 

« [ will not fay to leni, that I mt have 
gold and filver, flocks and tents, and flaves! 
AI I will require of thęm, fhall be a cup of 
"water, a handful of rice, and the road to Mount 
Caucafus !” A 

In vain did Habib make thę moft wonder- 
ful efforts to arrive at this black point, for it 
feemed to be always at the fame diftance. 
Being tormented with huager and thirit, and 
opprefied with a fcorching heat, he ftopped, 
- and laid himfelf down; and as his fancy was 
filled with imaginary hopes, it foon procured 
him a moft refrefhing fleep. 

The frefh air of the evening awaked him. 
He had been toffed with diftrefling dreams: a 
rivulet had rolled back to its fource, refufing 
its waters to his parched lips; and the food 
which was fet before him in abundance, had 
been immediately carried off by inv'fible hands. 
He arofe, ftill loaded with fatigue, but in the 
flattering hope, that, by travelling all night, 
he would, in the morning, reach the objećł on 
i which 
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which his eyes were perpetually fixed, and on 
which his heart had already placed its hope. 
He made ufe of every faculty of his body, and 
tried every refource, in enduring fo many hard- 
fhips ; and, fupported by his courage alone, he 
ftill triumphed, and was raifled above him. 
felf, i 

Day at length enlightened this extraordinary 
journey. But as he advanced, he ftill faw the 
black point in the fame pofition, in which he had 
firft difcovered it. Meanwhile, as Habib had 
neither ftockings nor fhoes, the fand, heated by 
the fierce rays of the fun, had burnt his feet ; 
and ftill finding nothing in this terrible defert, 
but heaps of dufł, his itrength was entircly ex- 
haufted, and every thing feemed to fail him, 
except his hopes. In this fituation, he fpread his 
tyger”s fkin upon the fand, and kneeling down, 
performed his ablution with earth ; then, lifting 
up hishands, he addrefled a moft fervent prayer 
to heaven, and with a mingled tone of afilićtion 
and truft, exclaimed, ** I am wandering in an 
ocean of fand, where my eyes can difcover no 
bounds. The earth feems to fly before me like 
a cloud. I have commanded the burning fand 
to ferve me inftead of water in my purification ; 
it obeyed, and I am purified. The Creator will 
yet bring the earth near me, and oblige it to 


fupply my wants,” + 
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« See ! My feet refufe their office, my limbs 
totter, my knees bend, and I muft crawl on my 
belly, to the places whither I am called by the 
decrees of fate ; but what, O Great Prophet! 
wilt thou fay, when thou fhall behold a child 
of thy tribe creeping like a worm?” 

While he fpoke thus, and while his eyes 
were fill fixed on the objeśt towards which he 
feemed to travel in vain, he perceived like a 
fmall point feparate from it, and which, foar- 
ing aloft, feemed to advance towards him. 
For fome time it hovered in the air, and then 
defcended. "This was a roc, a bird of a pro- 
digions fize, which alighted about fifty paces 
from him,'and remained there without making 
the fmalleft motion. 

Habib arofe and sprirośiró the bird ; and 
when he was fo near as to beheard, ** Bird,” 
faid he to it, ** thou art a creature of the Al. 
mighty, and I refpećt thee as one of the works 
of his Providence ; if thou art fent to the relief 
of an unfortunate, but faithful Mufulman, 
whom his brethren have bafely abandoned, in 
the name of God, and of his Prophet, I com- 
mand thee to make a fignał, by which I may 
know the purpofe of thy miflion.” 

The roc immediately ftretched its wings, 
clapped them three times, ahd bowed its head 
before Habib. The young Sultan drew near 


it, and obfervipg that it carried a damaflk cu- 
fnion, 
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Baion, tied to its talons, by tbreads of filk, he 
fatdown upon it, keeping himfelf firm by the 
threads ; and no fooner was he properly feated, 
than the bird flew aloft into the air. 

« "The earth, which retired before me, now 
Hies undermy feet,” faid Habib, as he was raif- 
ed above the clouds. | 

« Ye dreadful heaps of fand, ye are no more 
in my view than a particle ef duft! Prefent 
famine and death to monfters, and venemous 
reptiles, ye have no more power over the 
Alave of God, and the fervant of the great Pro- 
phet; a paflage is opened to him through the 
air, 

<< Bird, meflenger of the Moft High, obey 
the orders of a faithful Muffulman ! carry him 
to mount Qaucafus, and the repofitory of the 
arms of the wife and powerful Solomon.” f 

The obedient roc tranfported the young Ha- 
bib to the mountain which was the objeśt of 
his journey. All his fenfes were ftunned by 
the rapidity of the flight, and greatly encreafed 
his weaknefs. He was received by II" Haboul, 
and carried into a place where he was foon ree 
wived by a gentle and penetrating heat. 

In proportion as he was fenfible of recover- 
ing his ftrength, expreflions of gratitude flow- 
ed from his lips. '* What ! is it you, my dear 
IrHaboul! You have not then abandoned 
me ! 132 
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«« Orders, far fuperior:to mine, O brave Sul- 
«an !” replied the genie, * have conducted you 
sto this place. It was the office of the bird of 
the illufirious Solomon to carry, and it is my 
„duty to receive you here ; judge, my dear Ha-/ 
bib, with what pleafure I perform'it. | was 
rot ignorant of the treachery you have met 
with, nor the difficulties you have furmounted 
in the deferts, nor of the dreadful difpair of 
your father Salamis: but, guardian of the trea- 
fures of Solomon, which are fhut up in the 
bowels of the earth, I could not, without his 
©rders, leave this place, to bring yon any re- 
lief. It is the will of heaven that virtue be 
tried with adwerfity, and you havę indeed felt 
it in its moft aflićting forms ; yet the fufferings 
of the Emir Sałamis and Amirala, are equal © 
to yours. (Growns of glory await you, buit 
you muft lay hold of them by force. It is 
the lot of thofe who are highly favoured a- 
mong the children of men.” 

While Il'Haboul fpoke thus, a colłation, 
compofed of difhes which could not hurt a fto- 
mach wedkened by the moił rigorons abfti- 
nence, was placed upon a table. Habib par- 
took of it, and at the fame time was furprifed 
to find:plenty of fuch delicacies, in the middle 
of the moft frightful deferts. 

« You are here in anenchanted habitation,” 
faid 1VHaboul. * The great Solomon, who, 

By 
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by means of his profound wifdom, employed 
aił nature in his fervice, can never want fup= 
plies. Before he took his feat near the Pro- 
phet, on account of kis excellence, he buried 
his treafures here, to withdraw them from the 
rapacity of man, w! has no enjoyment butin 
the abufe of them ; and here alfo are laid up 
the arms with which he combated men, and. 
rśbel fpirits.  laboufatrou, the father of Do- 
rathil-Goafe, I myfelf, aud tbe genies of the 
race of Eblis, foon felt our inferiority, and fuba 
mitted without rcfiftance ; otkers were lefs 
wije, ańnd are accordingly confincd in prifons, 
at no gręat diftance from this place. The for= 
midabłe Abarikaf, whom you muft attack, and 
a number of other rebels, faved themfelves 
from flavery by flight, by cunning, and even 
by force. 

« Hitherto, my dear Habib, you havedifcove- 
red afteady firmnefs, and have bravely difplay- 
ed your ftrength againft the favage inhabitants of 
the deferts ; norhave diimicultics and want fhaken 
your vałour. The eye which watchcd over 
you, hath brought you relief, when, of your- 
felf, you could do no more. When you were 
met by the roc, you had ftill five mountains of 
ice to crofs, before you could arrive at the 
fummit of mount Caucafus, which you had 
feen at the diftance of two hundred leagues. 
But the dangers which now await you are ofa, 
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different nature. lt is not by ftrength you 
muft oppofe them ; it is by the calm poffeflion 
of yourfelłf, and by a courage which no terror 
can fhake, that you muft draw up from the 
treafures of Solomon, the formidable arms. 
which no power can refift. As foon-as you 
fhall be completely recovered by reft, I will 
converfe with you coneerning the duties you 
have to fulGll, and the means you mufł ema 
ploy.” | 
After this, II" Haboul led his pupil into his 
„cave, where he found every thing that was ne- 
ceflary for recovering him from his fatigues. 
In the faint ftate to which Flabib was reduced, 
one day was by no means fuflicient to re-efta-. 
blilh him fo far as to be able to undertake his 
laboricus enterprife. Unlefs tle genie had. 
obtained tle afcendant over him from his early” 
infancy, it would have-been difficult to have 
reftrained fo impaffioned a lover ; but the wife: 
MPHaboul exerted an authority, „which long 
habit had confirmed, and perfuaded his pupil, 
not to expofe himfelf to any new triał, till he- 
fhould have recovered all his vigour. This 
intervał he employed in inftrućting him in what 
he'had to do, to accomplifh the object for which. 
he had undertaken the journey to mount Gau- 
cafus. | | 
« My dear Habib,” faid he, ** you are cal- 
led by the fates to avenge Dorathil-Groafe om 
the 
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the barbarous rebel Abarikaf, This Queen's 
dominions lie at a prodigious diftance . from 
this ; and delerts, as extenfiye as thofe you have 
already paffed, lie between you and the feas' - 
which furround them ; and long and difficult 

will you find the road, if you are inclined to” 
go from hence to embark on the fea: for it 

Vs inacceflible, except by a paflage through 
the centre of the earth. But what prudence 

and care ! what vigour of foul, my dear Sul- 

tan, is. neceflary for the fuccefsful accomplifh- 

ment of this perilous j journey! If forty gates 
of brafs, guarded by malevołent genies, of un- 

eommon vigour and ftrength, can ftop you ;ić 
one moment's forgetfulnefs or inattention fhonld 

fteal upon you, you will jnfallibly be expofed - 
to the greateft of all evils ! 

« You will crofs allthe halls, in which are- 
fhutup the treafures of Solomon. The firft con- 
tains the precious źnd venerable depofit of that 
very armour by which he reached that height of 
power that aftonifhed the world. This is the 
leaft guarded part, and that which is moft ac- 
ceflible to the refearch of mortals; and hap- 
py would they be, if, when they have reached 
it, they were contented with the acquifition, 
without wilhing to proceed farther. . - 

Solomon was the moft learned man that ever 
lived. 'FHle-fixed the principles and demonftra- 
tions of fcience, by three hundred and fixty-* 
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fix hieroglyphics, each of which, even to the' 
rnoft cultivated genius, would-.reqnire a day's 
application, in order to difcover its myfterious' 


meaning ; will youtake time toexamine them ? 


—'* [I love Dorathil-Goafe,” replied Habib : 
* She is in danger, and I want arms to engage 
Abarikaf ! When I have conquered, I will feek 
anftruction.”—'** Many are lefs excufable than 
you,” replied the genie; ** but, fince Solomon 
left the earth, five hundred knights have pe- 
netrated into thefe deferts ; all of them neglec- 
ted the ftudies I have propofed to you, in pur- 
fuit of the treafures fhut up in the hollow 
places. of this immenfe fubterraneous : abode. 
Their great objećt was to gratify their paflion; 
and they have all fallen through ignorance, for 
not one of them ever returned; you alfo are 


yielding to yours; but let us endeavour tó guard . 


you from a fimilar difgrace. 

« I will conduct'you to tlie firft gate, where 
you will fee a golden key at your feet, with 
which you muft open it. The fóring of the 


lock will yield to the fmalleft -effort. Draw. 


back the door with the utmoft caution, that it 
may fhut behind: yoy without the fmalleft 
noife.* 
In this firft hall you will find a black flave, of 
a gigantic ftature. The forty keys of the o- 
'ther apartments, through which you muft 
pafs, are fufpended by a chain of diamonds, 
which 
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włiich hangs from his left hand. On feeing . 
you, he will fet up fach a terrible cry as wilk 
fhake all the vaults of the cavern, and lift up * 
againft you the blade of an enormous fcyme- 
tar. Guard your foul from feat, and caft your 
eyes upon his fabre ; and as I-.have inftructed : 
you fufficiently in the knowledge of talifmanie 
cal charaćters, pronounce aloud the words 
which you will read upon this blade of fteel ; 
engrave them upon your memory, fo that ne 
calamity you may ever experience, fhall be 
abłe to efface them: on this depends youz 
fafety. 

« "The flave. will then fubmit to you, and 
after having difarmed him, you muft, together 
with the keys, take along with you the fabre 
of the illuftrious Solomon ; but you would 
fearch for the talifman on it to no purpofe, be- 
caufe it will difappear, the moment you pro- - 
nounce the words of which itis compofed. 
You will then open the firft of the forty doors, 
and fhut it with the fame care. There, you 
„will fee the arms of Solomon ; but touch nei- 
ther his helmet, his cuirafs, nor his fhield ; you 
have his fcymetar, and you muft not be armed 
with iron. It was by courage, vigour, pati- 
ence, and prudence, that Solomon overcame. 
Four. ftatnes, covered with hieroglyphics, will 
reprefent to you thefe four virtues. Reflect 
maturely on thefe emblems of wifdom, and learn 
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to appropriate their meaning ; this will be an 
armour of which you fhall never be deprived. 
Garefully examine tie arms of the prophet, 
as you did the fcymetar of the flave ; and the 
knowledge you will derive from them will en- 
able you to conquer every foe; but without 
this, and fhould you forget the characters en= 


graved on the fabre, know that you carry in 


your hands only a blade of ftcel, which ruft 
and ume will confume. 

« When you fhall have remained in this firft 
apartment as long as you think- necefiary, you 
muft leap at once over the fpace which leads 
to tlie fecond, the door of which you muft o- 
pen and fhut always with the fame caution. 
The weapon, which will hang from your belt, 


„and the words which you fhall pronounce, will 


render you mafter of whatever flaves may bg 
there on guard. | will not at prefent enter 
into the detail of the immenfe 'riches you will 
find in it: in the eyes of Solomon, gold and 
filver were of no eftimation ; and although he 
made ufe of them in the zccomplifhment of 
thofe works which fhall be held in everlafting 
remembrance, yet he cheerfully returned them 
to the bowels of the earth, whence he had 
drawn them by his knowledge ; he was not of 
opinion, that the happinefs of mankind depend- 
ed upon them. 

sc 1f, | 
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« ]f, as you pafs through thefe forty halls,. 
you fhould meet with any thing you do not 
comprehend, rub the blade of your fcymetar, 
as you repeat the words, which you muft take. 
care to remember, and you will then difcover 
sie meaning of any 'difiiculty you may have 
met with. 

<« ] need not, O virtuous Sultan ! caution 
you againft avarice, and indiferetion, which. 


were the chief caufes of the death of the. 


knights, who have already attempted this pe- 
rilous adventure. Under the tents of the E- 
mir Salamis, you have already learned in what 
true riches ad power torfift. No gold fhines 
in his habitation ; he g'res himfelf ro troubie 
either in colleśling or diiłributing it: a formi- 


dabie army is in motion on his firft fignal;. 


and his abundance confifts in tlie wife choice 
af things that are ufeful, and in the contempt 
af fuch as are fuperfłuous. 


« Quriofity alfo is a fault agaiaft which you: 
muft gnard. Remember, that, in the road. 


you are about to take, every thing that may 
excite it, is abfołutely dangerous to the man, 


who is not perfećtly acquainted with the three. 


hundred and fixty-fix truths, the fole founda- 
tion of Solomon's wifdom. 


<« Above all, when you fhall have opened- 
the fortieth door, at which your fubterraneous. 
journey terminates, take care not to łet your. 
eyes - 
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eyes dwell on the objećts which will ftrike 
them. You will find there a veil of filk, and 
will be particularly ftruck with fome charac- 
ters, written in gold and relievo; from thefe 
fou muf inftantly turn away your eycs; for, 
fitould you read them, they would prove your 
fentence of death, and its execution would in- 
fantly follow. But draw up the curtain, and 
if you have hitlierto wifely obferved the rules 
of prudence I have pointed out, you wilł then: 
be aftonifhed with a moft beżutiful fpećtacle ;. 
yóu will perceive the firf. of the feven feas, 
which you have to crofs before you can reach: 
Dorathil.Goafe, and you will find at: your 
hand every thing neceflary to facilitate your 
paflage : But, if you have neglećted in one 


point the inftrućtions I have given, you will 


ke expofed to the moft dreadful dangers.— 
« [tis perhaps unfortunate for me,” replied 
łabib, * that F am unacquainted with ahe 
fentiment of fear, and for this I am indebted 
to you, to Salamis, and to Amirala ; you en- 
deavoured to arm me againft terror of every 
fot, and perhaps to make me depend too much 
on myfelf; yet I will endeavour to pradife 


„ your wife leflons.” 


*« Go on then under the fhield of the uf 
trious $olomon, valiant hero! May his fpi- 
rit accompany. you! I pray moft earneftly, 
that you may fucceed, and fhould you be fo 

fortunate, 
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fortunate, I will find in your fuccefs an abun- 

„dant recompence for all my labours.” 
I'Haboul laid the tyger's fkin, and the 
buckler and poniard of the Sultan, in his cave; 
and drefled him in a fłyle extremely fimple, 
and convenient for the enterprife in which he 
was about to engage. The genie then took him 
by the hand, and led him along a winding 
path of this cavern, to the firft brazen door, 

the key of which they foon perceived. 
<« Take this key,” faid II Haboul; * and 
forget not, as foon as the firft flave fhall threat- 
en you with his fabre, to pronounce aloud the 
mągical charaćters you will read upon its 
„blade.  Befłow fuch attention upon them, as 
that they may be engraved for ever on your 
memory ; and pronounce them on every ap- 
pearance of danger, whether within or with- 
out the vaft cavern through which you are to 
pafs. Open and fhut the doors with the great- 
eft care, and remember, that every thing in 
this habitation is fymbolical, and that your 
condućt muft correfpond to this. You muft 
not forget my other direćtions, but at prefent 
I infift only on fuch as are moft important. 
Embrace me, my dear Habib ! I muft return 
whither duty calls me.” ; 
VPHaboul withdrew, and Habib foftly o- 
pened and fhut the firft door. He percelved a 
black giant, of a moft formidable appearance, 
who, 
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"who, en feeing him, fet up fuch acry, as fhook 
the vaults of this firft grotto. The mcafter 
drew the terrible fcymetar; but the attentive 
Habib caft his eyes upon the blade, and with 
a loud voice pronounced the word Pcwer, 
which was engraved in letters of gold; end 
thus difarmed the flave. The fcymetar and 
keys at once.dropped from his hands, and he 
bowed down before his conqueror. 

The young Sultan laid hold of the formi. 
dable weapon, and advanced towards the fe- 
cond door, which he opened. He faw feven 
_ different roads, but all of them were dark. 
Uncertain which to take, he pronounced, with 
a loud voice, the enchanted word, upon which, 
a pale and trembling light appeared at the en- 
trance of the fourth road. He followed it 
down fourteen hundred and ninety fteps of a 
ftaircafe, which was but half lighted. 

He arrived at length at the third door, fill 
conducting himfelf with the fame prudence. 
Here he was met by two monfters, who in 
part refembled women, and who, with a view 
to catch him, threw at him two enormous 
grapplińg irons; but Habib having pronoun- 
ced the word Power, the iron immediately foft- 
ened, and the monfters fled. 

Habib was aftonifhed at the magnificence: 
which he beheld. "The hall was completely 
ślluminated, by a luftre of carbuncles, which 

was 
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was fupported.on pillars of jafper. The aru 
mour of the głenć Solomon was triumphant- 
ly difplayed in the centre. The full fpread 
phoenix oriamented the top of the helmet. 
It was impoffible to łoołx upon the fplendor of 
the cutrafs and buckler ; and the fpear of fteel - 
fparkled with fire. The fcymetar was not 
there ; but Habib was tranfported to find, that 
thę one he poffeffed, correfponded eneęj b with 
the other parts of the trophy. / All thefe wea- 
pons were 'eovered with myfterious characters, 
whofe meanimg he endeavoured to difcover.' 
Upon the'cuirafs he read thefe words : 

Firmnefs of foul is tbe true cutrafs of. man. 
He went on, and found on other parts of the 
armour: Patience is bis buckler. His tongue 
is bis firongeft fbear. Wafdom ougbt to be kts 
belmet, Prudence bis vizor. Witbout wałour, 
naked are his arms. Witbout conftancy, bis 
legs are ufelefs. 

« Q illuftrious Solemci1 !» exclaimed the 
hero ; « on the front of his helmet, the phoenix 
[till Pddiy difplays his plumes. 

« Arm yourfelves with blades óf fteel, ye 
feeble warriours of earth ! By the aid of vir- 
tue, the Prophet of the Almighty marched on 
to glory.” 

Habib then contemplated the three hundred 
and fixty-fix hieroglyphics which adorned the 
walls of the room. Among thefe, there was 
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- one remarkable for its fimplicity, but which 
he was yet unable to comprehend ; another, 
jmore complicated, unravelled its myftery ; the 
three hundred and fixty-fix hieroglyphics were 
explained, and yet they could only be explain- 
„ed by one. 

« Science ! I feel thou art formed to charm 
my heart, but thou 'art beyond the reach of 
„my underftanding. Who will give me the 
eyes ofthe lynx, that I may penetrate thy 
myfteries? At prefent I am unable even to 
„behold thy dazzling fplendour! March on, 
Habib, to thy deftinies! They have promifed 
thee glory! It is from the height of the hea- 
„vens that wifdom is derived : Enlarge thy de- 
fires, and, under the favour BE thy ftar, conti- 
nue thy courfe 

As he fpoke thus, he advanced towards the 
„door, which was to open into the place where 
the riches of Solomon were fhut up. Obliged 
ftil] to defcend by new fteps, and winding paths, 
„he arrived at the different doors, which he o- 
pened and fhut wichont the fmalleft noife ; 


and every where met with monfters, who en- 


„deavoured to terrify him by their deformity, 
their cries, and their threats. The head of 
one, formed of a human feull, and armed with 
horns, terminated in an eagle's bill: that of 
another united three different fpecies of ani- 
mals, and was fometliing betwixt a lion, a ty- 
„geT, and an elephant; this laft had the mouth 

of 
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ef a crocodile, and the fhoulders of a man; 
and its terrible hair appeared to the hero like 
a hydra, with three heads  refembling thofe of 
women, twifted with ferpents. 

But Habib, full of undaunted courage, and: 
faithful to the inftrućtions of the genie, over- 
awed thefe threatening phantoms by one.word, 
and, without emotion, całt his eyes on heaps of 
gold and diamonds, and broken ftatues. He 
quickly pafled from one door to another, 
whenever the obj.ćts which he met contained 
no fymbolical reprefenitation of the vićłories 
of the prophet. He ftopped however in one 
place. 3 

This was a MACIE: hall, around which 
were feated an infinite number of beings in hu 
man fhape; the moft venerable among them, 
placed on an elevated feat, and with a defk be- 
fore him, was reading, while all the reft ap- 
peared to be liftening to him. When Habib 
entered, the whole aflembly arofe and bowed * 
to the hero. Refpećt interrupted the reading, 
and the Sultan addreffing himafcif to the reader, 
thus faid to him: 

« Jf you are permitted, tell me who yoh 
are, and what it is you are reading?”—* I 
am a genie, and a flave of Solomon,” replied 
the reader, ** entrufted by him with the in- 
ftrućtion of my brethren, whom you fee here. 
They will cbtain their liberty, whenever they 

Ggz have 
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have acquired fuch knowledge as is neceflary 
for. the direćtion of their condućt. The book. 
which I read is the Akoran ; bnt, alas! al- 
though I have bcen explaining it for feveral 
ages, yet the eighth part of thofe who hear 
me do not comprehend fo much as the firft 
line!  Pufs on, young Muffulman ; you have 
nothing to learn either from them or me. 
Advanee to your deftinies, and be always as 
prudent and circumfpećt as you have hitherto 
been.” 

Habib left this fchool, reflelting tże difi. 
cult it is to comprehend the PO when one. 
is not difpofed to hear it; and blefling God 
and his Prophet, that he was early inftrućted 
In the knowledge of the Alcoran. 

The young Sultan had now opened and fhut 
'thirty-nine doors; and had been five days in 
pafling through thefe fubierraneous abodes ; 
places where no ray of the fun ever marks 
the fleeting hours ; whefe time, undivided by 
days, and months, and years, rolls on fubjected 
to no calcułation; and where the filent revo- 
lution of ages is not perceived ; places where. 
thofe blefled fpirits dwell, whofe aćtive fouls. 
are engaged in nothing, but in promoting the 
happinefs of the Śadligyt, and who are not 
fubjećted to the dominion of their neighbkours.. 

Habib' had not ds yet paflvd into the other 
prfons i ia thefe gbomy caves, where malevo- 
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lent fpirits live in a very different condition. 
The fcythe of time opprefies them in a man- 
ner beyond our conception. The vices of the 
world fpring up andferment in their corrupted 
hearts, and they are the wretclied vićtims of 
every want. 

Our hero had kept no account of the num- 
ber of doors through which he had already 

paffed. Whenever he appeared before a new 
i one, the key whicli was to open it, difengaging 
itfelf from the bunch which he held in his 
hand, applied itfelf to the lock. He was at 
length oppofite to the fortieth door. It open- 
ed of itfelf, and he perceived the fatal curtain 
of filk, of which the genie had fpoken. He 
was ftruck with the fplendid characters, which 
he was prohibited from reading. He haftily 
drew afide the curtain, and bceholding the fea 
on which he was to embark, in order at length 
to-gain the end of his toillome łabours, he 
fprang forward with great vigour to reach its 
fhores. But, at that very moment, the for- 
tieth door, which he had ńeglećted to fhut, 
rolled upon its hinges with fo terrible a noife, 
that the very foundations of Mount Gaucafus 
trembled. 

AH the doors which he had already pafled, 
and all thofe of the prifons, were thrown open 
and dafhed to pieces, with a crafh that feemed 
to-fhake the vaults of the fky, Legions of 

Gg3 ć fpirits; >. 
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fpirits, in the moft hideous fhapes, iffued fortli,. 
and rufhed towards Habib ; and the moft ter- 
rible figns and threats accompanied their fteps 
and geftures. 
, Habib turned round to face them ; and had 
he been as fufceptible of fear as he had been 
inattentive, he muft have been undone. But. 
he was become cooł from the excefs of danger. 
he had fo often experienced: he recalled the 
formidable wcrd, and brandifhing, at the fame 
time, the fłeel of Solomon, pronounced the 
magical word with a fteady voice. The a- 
frighted crowd. immediately returned with. 
precipitation, and the door which opened up- 
on the fea, fhut with great violence. But all, 
the malevolent fpirits did not return to their 
prifons. - 

A party of them rufhed into the fea ; it ftir-- 
red up its deeps ; the billows raifed themfelves 
on high, and driving the vapours from afar, 
formed dreadful collećtions of them. Day 
difappeared, the fun was darkened, the thun- 
ders began to roar, the winds were let loofe 
and ftruggled with the thronged clouds, and 
the billows of the ocean, dafhing againft one 
another, fent fofth a hollow noife, and prefent- 
ed a black and watery furface, which the flafh- 
es of lightening appeared to taint with blood. 

The tempefł raged on every fide ; the winds, 
imprifoned with the furious thunderbolt, avail 

themfelves 
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themfelves of the paflage which it'opened to” 
them, and chace the waters of'the fea into their 
deepeft receffes. The tremendóus found of the 
billows, and the fearful whiftling of the winds, - 
fhook the foundations of the fołid rocks; and 
the loud and repeated peals of thunder, feem-- 
ed to threaten this part of the globe with its 
original chaos. 

* The tumult which mingled the elements in 
fuch horrid confufion, was not wholly owing 
to natural .caufes. II"Haboul, who was ap- 
pointed over the guard of the arms ańd trea- 
fures of the Prophet, at the moment when the 
rebel genies made their efcape;-had left his or- 
dinary pofł, at the head of fpirits fubjećt to his 
command ; and the earth, the ocean, and the 
air, had become the theatres of three moft ob- 
flinate and furious battles. 

Habib, ftruck with the diforder around him, 
could afcribe it to no caufe but his own impru- 
dence : for'when-he bad opened the fatal cur- 
tain, the heaven and the earth had a Imiling 
afpećt, and the fea which he beheld was ferene. 
He proftrated himfelf with his face towards the 
ground, and thus exclaimed : 

+ «« Whereisthe man who thinkshimfelf wife? 
Let him look upon nie, and tremble at his pre- 
fumption.” i 

«« Where 
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«« Where is the man whofe prudence never 
forfakes him? Let him approach and put me 
to fhame. 

«« | have had a glimpfe of happinefs, but it 
vanifhed. I held the key of my defiiny, but 
it has dropped from my hands. 

<< Dorathil-Goafe ! your lover isunwife; he 
is unworthy of your affećtion. | 

« [nthis fituation, what cry could I utter, that 
would bring to my relief the powers of the 
earth? And if I attempt to move the compaf 
fion of heaven, I hear a voice from the bottom 
of my heart, faying, złccount to it, for its blefx 
Angs. | 

« The Arabians of our tribe have betrayed 
me ; but how fhall I reproach them, fince I 
have betrayed myfelf. ł 

« Salamis, Amirala, Il" Haboul! Ye have 
fown upon a barren foil : and how fhould you 
reap the harveft ? 

«I will fhed tears, like the timid in foul! 
Confufien will cover my eyes, as foon as the 
veil of prefumption fhall be removed. 

'« O Great Prophet, I feel that I am guilty, 
and dare not lift my voice to heaven. But 
thy goodnefs towards Habib was confpicuous 
when he merited nothing; now wlien he 
acknowledges his errors, pardon and regard 
him1 


After - 
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After'he had offered up this prayer, Habib 
arofe to look around in what place he was. 
Iie found himfelf on the ridge of fome rocks, 
at the foot of which, the fea dalhed its waves 
with great fury. He was enclofed by a moun» 
tain, which wascut with a pick-ax, and appear- ' 
ed an unfurmountable barrier betwixt him and 
the reft of the univerfe. He had to pafs along. 
the fpace of a thoufand paccs, by lćaping from 
one rock to another. The light of the fun 
was intercepted by dark clouds, the lighten- 
ings, wiich burit from them, tinged every ob- 
jedt on which they gleamed, with a red and 
yellow colour, and a tainted and falt vapour 
formed the dangerous atmofplere, in which he 
had to breathe, Day, which threw light on 
this frightful fcene, ferved only to encreafe its 
horror. Habib, for fome time, eontemplated 
the diforder which reigied before him ; then, 
cafłing his eyes upon his fcymetar, he obferv- 
ed that the magical characters which were €n= 
graved upon ii, fhone with an encreafed fplen- 
dor. Hle had formerly learned from 1UV'Ha- 
boul, that providence never performs a mi- 
racle without fome caufe; and the new bril. 
liancy of the talifman, muft decide him to em- 
ploy its virtnes, in quelfing this elemental 
war: he fpeedily drew the myfterious blade, 
and brandithing it thricesin the air, he thus ex- 


alaimed, * Power of fire, of earth, of air,. 
and» 
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and of water! I command you to return te 
your wonted eourfez, SOA I will deprive 
you of all your energy.” 

At that inftant a brightnefs was feen to fair 
from the feymetar, which eclipfed that of the 
_ lightening ; a confufed noife was heard, as if 
rnountains of fand were prefling on one ano- 
ther ; the fea became calm and tranquil; the 
„ the ftorm was difperfed ; the gentle whifpers 
of the zephyr”s breeze fucceeded the boifterous 
winds of the dark North; and the bright © 
luminary of day gilded with his rays the fright- 
ful rocks, on whofe fummit the hero had found: 
an afylum. 

At this aftonifhing prodigy, the mind of 
Habib was Irrefiftably imprefled with a fort of 
dread, mingled with joy. ** What power,” 
exclaimed he, * has employed my feeble and 
guilty Hands, as infiruments to difplay its en- 
ergy ! How have the elements been cbedient 
to my voice! 

«« Greator of tlie world, thou haft not turn- 
ed away thy face from the guilty Hlabib'! 

« Great Prophet! Thou fill iż me 
as a defcendant of the tribe of Ben-Hilac.” 

When he had done fpeaking, his face ftill 
proftrate on the ground, a motion, which he 
perceived at his fide, made him raife his head, 
and-he beheld the virtuous I” Haboul. *Omy 
protedtor. !. O my PRA faid he, * it was 

- certainly 
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. £ertaialy you who performed the miracles I 
have now beheld?'—'** No, my dear Habib,” 
replied the genie,” they were effelted by the 
virtues of the illuftrious Solomon, and you 
have been his chofen infirument. You know 
not what diforders the forgetting my counfels . 
ańd your negligence have ozcafioned ; but 
without you, the evil you gave rife to could 
fcarcely have been repaired, | 

« When, inftead of fhutting the fortieth 
door, you rufhed to the fhore of the fea, the 
gates of the priions, in which the rebel flaves 
were confined, inftantly opened, and they 
thronged from their cells. Vou would have 
become the firft vićtim of their fury, had you 
not made ufe of the talifman, to the name of 
which they had been formerly fubjećted. But 
terrified at the fight of this, they rofe into the 
air, or rufhed into the waters, and produced 
the tempeft which you have juft beheld. 

*< I followed them at the head of my genies; 
and we began the furious combat of which you 
have feen the effects, without comprehending 
them. You then employed the only means 
which were in your power; the fuccefs of 
which, in the hands of a faithful Muffulman, 
was infallible. That inftant their weapons drop- 
.ped from their hands, and, affected with a fud- 
len numbnefs, they fell back, like lumps cf 
earth. Our warriours have put them in chains, 


and 
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fhut them up in the prifons which caft them 
forth : But without your afliftance, the com- 
bat would have been ftill going on. I will 


not reproach you for the inattention which de= 


lays your fnccefs, and expofes you to unheard 


of labours, before you can reach it: it is more 


the fault of love than of yourfelf, and your 
paflion is the effect ef your ftar. 
« Recollećt the knowledge which you muft 
have acquired from vifiting the treafures of 
the great Solomom. Every where, and even 
in yourfelf, you will find the armour which 
sfecures the fuccefs of the true Knight: he 

knows that they prefent themfelves in adverfi- 
ty, more readily than in the fortunate fitua- 
tions of life. 

« 'This advice is the laft you will ever re. 
ceive from me.—— You are in a career, in which 
- dit would be fhameful to employ trifling means, 
in order to obtain fuecefs, When our views are 
direćted by wifdom, and we want not to boaił of 
©uf fuccefs, the afiftance of heaven alone can 
be received wichout fhame, and folicited with- 
out meafure. Farewell, my dear Habib, I 
leave you in the middle of every want, a prey 
to new adventures ; but I believe your courage 
is, fuffcient for every thing.” 

IV"Haboul left Habib on a rock. "The fea 
had retired, and no longer dafhed its waves a- 


gainft the foot of his afylum. Fle,was now 
able 
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able to defcend, and walk along a pretty fhort 
fpace that lay betwixt one rock and another ; 
bat he had no fhelter for the night, and faw 
no refource againft hunger and thirft. Such 
was the fituation of our hero, when his guar- 
<dian genie difappeared. 

A foul, lefs noble than his, would have aw 
bandoned itfelf to inquietude ; but the fcyme= 
tar of the illuftrious Solomon fill hung at his 
fide, and threatened the enemies of the Al. 
mighty ; and he had not fo much to fear from 
others as from himfelf. 

** My fault had humblłed me !” he exclaimu 
ed, ** but God raifed me up. 

* Caucafus, boaft not thyfelf of thy enor- 
mous fize, and of the hardnefs of thy fubftance ; 
at the will of God I penetrated into thy 
*bowels ! 

« Earth! thou art behind me like a fright- 
ful wall! Sea! thy boundlefs plains feem to 
offer nothing to my fight, but fathomlefs deeps ; 
but hope overleaps thy waters, and opens a 
profpećt to me, acrofs the vapours which brood 
upon thy furface !” 

And in reality, Habib difcovered land witha 
out expećting it. It was the moft advanced 
point ofthe White Iland, which fornied a part 
of the dominions of Dorathil.Goafe. In the 
mean time, night carne on; and that he might 
not be expofed to its troublefomę damps, he 
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placed himfelf betwixt three rocks, in order 
„to fhelter himfelf from a cold wind, whofe 
„perpetual aćtion had benumbed his body. 

At day break, the young Muffulman per- 
„formed his ablution, and offered up his prayers. 
He then rapidly furveyed the land which fur- 
„rounded him,in fearch of provifions to keep 
.himfelf alive. 'The caves which met his eye 
„were filled with fhell-fifh; the billows had 
„brought along with them fome fragments of 
„herbs, which he dried: and thus he provided 
for his wants, till his deftiny fhould call hina 
„to more interefting events. 

One morning, as Habib had placed himfekć 
„upon the rock which jutted fartheft into the 
fea, in order, if poffible, to defcry fome veffel, 
she allowed himfelf to be overcome by a gentle 
fleep. Three daughters of the fea fuddenly raif- 
„ed their heads above the water, ** He is afleep, 
„fifters,” faid one of the Naiads to the other 
two. ** Let us approach him, and endeavour 
to difcover who he is. You will be delighted 
to fee him; he is beautiful as the firft ray of 
the fun. Yefterday I faw him bending over 
the water to perform his ablution, and he.feem- 
ed to give a livelinefs to its colour ; you would 
have affirmed, that the bottom of the fea was 
ftrewed with rofes. But that we may view 
him more.at our eafe, we muft lull bim fo 
gfoft alleep, that he fhall not be awakened by 

the 
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the noife we are going to make around him, 
Give me your hand, and let us ge round in a* 
circle, till he be in a profound fleep.”? 

As foon as the daughters of the fea were” 
certain of the effećt of their enchantment, they” 
came out of the water. They fpread their" 
golden treffes, which had been bound in a fin-' 
gle lock, upon* their fhoulders ; the gentle ze- 
Phyrs foon reftored its grace and lightnefs to 
this hair; a ftuf, woven with fea weeds, as 
ftne as gauze, hung from their fhculders, and 
encompaffed their loins ; their limbs, adorned 
with bufkins of pearl, nd their arms decked' 
with bracelets of coral, rendered them as com- 
pletely beautiful, as they were captivating. 
AI three ftole a look. into the water, and, 
pleafed with themfelves and their drefs, they” 
furrounded the Knight. 


« What a beautiful young man !” faid the” 


eldeft of the three; © Were this a Knight!” 
—** He is one affuredly,” faid the youngefft ; 
** look at his fabre, but touch ii not ; for I: 
touched its handle, and it has burnt me.” 

*« Ilzaide !* faid the eldeft to the youngeft, 


** we muft learn who heis, and-whence he came, : 


He may have been driven hither by the tem. 


pefł ; yet no part of his drefs indicates his be-* 


ing fhipwrecked. Bring me one of the largeft 
fhells you can find upon the fand, and Gll it 
with water.” 

H h 2- Ilzaide 
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Izaide obeyed : the fhell was bronght; and 
the eldeft of the danghters of the fea them 
gently took a lock of Habib's hair. * We 
are going,” faid fhe, ** to make what I hold. 
in my hand blab out all the fecrets of the 
head in which it grows.* She immediately 
plunged it into the water, and drew it around 
the fhell in a. cireular motion. ** Sur the wa- 
ter well,” faid fhe to her fifters ; 4* the more it 
is troubled, the more difłinćtly I fhall fee. *— 
« Look fifter,” falid Izaide, * 1 believe the. 
hair is melted; the water is turned into the 
colour of the firmament, where ftars appear, 
but the bottom of the fhell cannot now be 
feen.*—* So much the better,”” replied the eld-. 
eft ;** after night comes the day. Stoop down, - 
and obferve the pićture which is formed. — 
« There is a country filled with trees, under 
whofe fhade flocks are feeding !—And there 
are tents !—'* He is a native of Arabia.” 

« Of Arabia ! fifters,”* faid the one of thę 
three who had not yet fpoken; * it is from 
Arabia, that Dorathil-Goafe, our Queen, ex 
pećts her deliverer! How happy fhould we 
be were this her brave Knight! He would 
affuredly deliver ua from Racachik, and all his. 
race. ”—'* But the water fays nothing of this. 
Trouble it again, that we may know through. 
what places he has pafłed.” 

« Ah r. 
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ć Ah! fifter,”” faid Ilzaide; ** the water 
becomes black, black '*— It is all well!» 
replied the eldeft ; * the truth will come forth 
more bright. Repeat tlie motion !”—* Sif= 
ter !” faid thefecond ; ** fee the water is turn- 
ing white. —** On! what a difmal fight is ' 
there !—It is compofed of mountains, fands;- 
and deferts,”” added the eldeft ; ** all thefe he 
hath trodden alone, for I fee none but him in 
the water. He muft poflefs great vigour and, 
courage.— Trouble, trouble the water again! 
for the road which I fee him take could not 
have condućłed him to this place.—Heavens !” 
exclaimed fhe, ** I fee the bowels of tie earth. 
That is enough, fifters; for fo far as I can per 
celve, the water will not reveal to us any of 
the fecrets of his heart ; but I know a way in 
which we are more likely to learn them ; and 
you know it is of the utmoft confequence for 
us to difcover them; for we-have been in- 
formed, that we can be delivered from our 
diftrefles, and the tyranny under which we 
groan, by a complete lover, who is not in love 
with ourfelves.*—'* Gertainly,”* replied 11. 
zaide, with great livelinefs, * a Knight, who 
ever he is, cannot be our lover, fince we have 
never feen him.” —* But when he fhall open. 
his eyes,”* replied the eldeft, * he muft necef- 
farily fee us: Be careful then to caft down 
yours, fifter ; for they have a more captivating 
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look than ours; and fhould he become ena-- 
moured of you, all our hopes would be loft.” 
— Sifter, he will love you rather than me,” 
replied Ilzaide.—'* The great Solomon pre- 
ferve both of us from this !”” added the eldeff ;. 
« but, in my apprehenfion, we are very much 
expofed. However, fince we muft gain his 
good graces, in order to have a claim upon his-' 
fervices, let us diligently engage in what we 
can do for that purpofe.. 
<« Firft, I fee he is in want of every thing.. 
Thefe regions have furniihed him with nothing 
except fóme marine plants, and fhell-fifh, which 
he hath eaten raw. Let.us prepare: for'him, . 
when he fhall awake, fuch a repaft as we can 
procure from our neighbourhood. Gro Ilzaide,. 
you are more. nimble than the goat, which. 
bounds from rock to rock, oblige it to give- 
you of its milk! Fill a.fhell with it, whofe- 
top and bottom. you muft fhut with aromatic 
herbs. Penetrate into the caverns of the moun- 
tains; you will find, ia fecret places, fruits and 
flowers; make choice of whatever you think 
will be mofł agreeable to the fight, the tafte,. 
and the fmell. My fifter and'I will think of 
the reft, and will do our utmoft to prefent him 
with a collation, as complete as thefe dreary 
dłeferts can furnifh.” 
Scarcely was Ilzaide gone, when the eldeft" 
laid open her project to the fifter fhe had kept 
| with 
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with her. ** I kaow,” faid fhe, ** branches 
of coral at the bottom of the fea, two of which. 
would load a'camel. We will place four of 
thefe here in a fquare,. which we will cover: 
with a ftuff like that with which we are drefl- 
ed; and thus we will form a pavilion. We 
will next gather fea. wreck, which we will 
perfume after it is dried, and this will ferve 
for a fopha. We will make a table of ftones, 
and cover it with a lace that has never been 
dyed. The beft fifh of the fea, boiled and dri- 
ed in the fun, fhalł be ferved up, with the eggs 
of birds, which I will drive from their nefts, 
and the fruits and milk, which our fifter muft 
bring, will complete the entertainment. —As 
foon as a genie leaves his element, his power 
is limited. Here induftry muft fuppły the 
place of power, and order and tafte that of a- 
bundance. Want will make every thing va- 
luable, and gratitude will acknowledge the 
fmalleft favour.” 

Ilzaide kad returned, the pavilion was pre- 
pared, and adorned, the table was covered, and 
nothing now remained, but to fufpend the ef- 
fećt of the magical charm, which prolonged 
the fleep of Habib. But it was neceflary, that 
he fhould awake on the fopha, near which the 
table was placed, and having the three fifters 
oppofite to kim. 

< Let 
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« Let us fee now, fifters,”* faid the eldeff, * if 
this is the Arabian Knight, the lover of Dora- 
thil-Goafe. I am about: to employ a mearr' 
which will infallibly be fuccefsfull. Raife' 
your hands, and keep them in a gentle motion: 
while I am going to fpeak : *' By tbe great 
Propbet Solomon, Knight, in tbe name of Dora*- 
tbu-Goafe, I awaken tbee'!”* 

*« Dorathil-Goafe !'” exclaimed Habib, 
« ftarting from his fleep, and fitting up on the 
fopha. Fe looked around him, and was at' 
once dazzled and confounded. Three beautifuł 
young women, almoft naked, a: table loaded 
with the moft favory difhes, fruits, flowz - 
ers, a pavilion all of purple and eoral, and the: 
endearing name of Dorathil-Groafe, all contri. 
buted to produce this effect. 

« Dorathil-Goafe !” exclaimed he, refuming ' 
his courage, ** and looking around him, where 
iś my beloved Dorathil-Goafe?”—** She is: 
not here, Knight,” replied the eldeft of thefifters, . 
but you are in view'of one of the iflands, which 
have been taken from her, by the rebel genies. 
You can difcern the land acrofs that arm of the 
fea. It appears from this like a thick vapour 
bounding the horizon. 

« Are you of her train ? Whither am I tran- 
fported ?* faid the young Sultan, full of emo- 
tion.—* We are,” replied the eldeft fifter, - 
ś«-daughters of the fea, and though at prefent 
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fubjected, much againft our inclination, to the: 
ławs of the rebel Abarikaf, and under the im- 
mediate rule of the monfter Racachik, yet our 
faithful hearts own fubmiffion to no fovereign 
but Dorathil. Goafe.” 

*«« Where are thefe ufurpers ?” replied Ha- 
bib, enffamed with anger: * [I will free the 
world from them.*—'* Sir,” replied the eldeft 
of the three Naiads, * they are both beyond. 
the reach of your ftrokes. Abankaf js on the 
Black Ifland, and before you arrive there you 
have fix tocrofs. Racachik is on the White 
land, which is feen from this. ”——** I will at 
tack 'him inftantly,” faid Habib. —'* The at- 
tempt is praćticable, but new means muft be 
employed. *—'* They will eafily be found, ad- 
ded thę hero: I am here in the middle of an: 
enchantment, for which I am, without doubt,. 
indebted to the kindnefs of IVHaboul, or 
the favour of Dorathil-Groafe: but where am 
1 27—'* On the fame rock on which you were 
alleep yefterday, and we have endeavoured to 
render every thing more commodious for 
you.”—* [I thank you,” faid Habib: your 
power appears to me to depend on more charms. 
than one ; but if you are difpofed to continue 
your goodnefs to me, might not theleaft power= 
ful of them all be employed to change this 
pavilion into. a boat, which might at once tran- 
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fport me to the ifland where the enemy of. Do- 
rathil.Goafe com mands ?”* 

« Knight!” replied the eldeft of the fifters' 
of thefea, *ałthouglwe arethree fifters, daugh- 
ters of genies, and genies ourfelves, yet there: 
is neither charm nor enchantment here. This 
pavilion, and this frugal repaft, are the effect: 
of means altogether natural ; the fatigues you” 
have experienced. fince your departure from' 
Arabia, muft neceflarily have exhaufted your 
vigour ; partake with confidence of thefe difhes, . 
which friendly hands have prepared. You. 
will not fufpećt our zeal, when we affure' 
you, that in avenging our Queen on the tyrant' 
Racachik, you will do us a greater fervice than' 
If you had reftored us to freedom and repofe. - 
—But I will fay nomore, if you refufe to tafte * ń 
of the difhes we have fet before you.” 

Habib yielded toher importunities, and the' 
daughter of the waters thus went on: * Ever" 
fince Abarikaf completed his attempt in ftir- 
ring up a fpirit of difaffećtion through ail the' 
dependant provinces of Dorathil-Goafe, he has: 


+ given the command of the White Ifland, the ' 


frontier of his dominions, to the genie Raca- 
chik, the moft cruel and infamous of all the 
wretches under his government. 

' «"Thismonfter, before he repaired to thefland- 
ards of Abarikaf, infefted the feas in the fhape' 
ef. an .enormous fhark ; he purfued veflels, and: 
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fby the poifon of his looks, charmed all the 
failors and paffengers by whom he was per- 
„ceived. Unhappy they, whofe attention he 
was able to attraćt ! Their heads turned round, 
they dropped into the fea, and the monfter drag 
„ged them under the waves, to devour them. 
He is itill perpetually tormented with this 
„Xage ; and when he does not meet with ftran- 
gers to fatisfy his voracity, he gluts himfelf 
with the fubjefts of the Queen. The tyrant 
„Abarikaf authorifes him in this ; and both of 
them have fworn to extirpate the pofterity of 
„Adam. 

** He cannot indeed kill us, but we are refer- 
ved for torments more cruel than death. From 
among us he choofes his wives and his flaves. 
Thefe he changes with every moon, and at her 
next increafe, my fifters and I muft enter a 
pond of falt water, which ferves himas a 
harem ; the fatal term is determined in three 
„days! Should you attack the monfter, what 
„earneft prayers for your fuccefs will we offer 
up: Yet we muft not conceal the dangers you 
«smuft run. 

*« [hat he might be able to live upon the 
Jand, the monfter has afumed a human body, 
retaining, however, the head of the fhark, on 
account af the triple row of teeth with which 
jt is armed; he would quit it, if he could 
eonceive one .more voracious. His gigantic 
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body is covered with enchanted fhells, which 
ferve him for armour.; that of a large tortoife 
forms his buckler, and an enormous fhell is 
placed upon his head, in the fhape of an hel- 
met'; and the fnout of a fword fifh, fix cubits 
long, ferves him for a fpear. He mounts a fea 
horfe, as frightful as himfelf; and when they 
both kindle for battle, the yells of the Knight 
are ftill rhore dreadful than thofe of his fteed. 

«« For a fabre, he carries the rib of a whale, 
which he has fendered fharper than fteel; and 
fo heavy are his arms and his armour, that 
all his ftrokes are mórtal. Human ftrength is 
of no avail againft him, for every thing which 
he wears, and every weapon he employs, is en- 
chanted.”—* Madam'!” interrupted Habib 
with livelinefs, ** could I not, in three days, be 
carried to the ifland which Racachik is defola-_ 
ting? Haften as much as poflible the means of 
tranfporting me. I now arife, and hear I 
fwear, not to fit down till I have accomplifhed 
the vengeance of heaven on this barbarous foc 
of humanity.” 

As he pronounced this oath, the countenance 
of Habib brightened, and aflumed fo fublime a 
character, that it would have infpired a whole 
army with courage. He took fome fteps in the 
pavilion, and the dignity of his gait, and the 
noble and lofty graces of his motions, heighten- 
ed the expreffion of his features. 

Tlzaide 
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lizaide, concealing her head behind that of 
her eldeft fifter, © A hero! fifter,”* faid fhe, 
«never did I fee one.-—What is fo beautiful 
asa hero |-—]I trembleto lovehim.*—*' I fear 
it is no longer time for you to tremble,” re- 
plied the eldeft. | 

« Valiant Knight!” continued he, addref. 
fing the Sultan, we are more eager than your- 
felf, to procure you the means of delivering us 
from the tyrant by whom we are opprefled. 
In one of the windings ofthis mountain, there 
is a marfh full of reeds, remarkably tall and 
ftrong. Of thefe we will form a raft, on which, 
taking the advantage of a calm fea, we our 
ielves will conduct you to the White Iland. 
Meanwhile, repofe yourfelf, and continue to. 
take your repaft in tranquillity. « Szlter,”? 
faid (he to Ilzaide, ** let us go immediately and 
prepare the raft !”—* I will follow you,” re. 
plied Habib. * I neither want addzefz nor 
frength, and can fhare in your labours.** 

*« My fifters and I will be fufficient for az? 
replied the eldeft. <* We muft pafs betwixt two 
waters, into a place which to you would be in. 
accefible : you fhall fee us again in a little: we 
are eager to 'enable you to perform ti:: vow 
you have made ; and to-morrow morning we 
will depart for the White Ifland.* 

Say ing this they went away, and by fpring- 
ing from rock to rock, they reached a /mallermi- 
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nence bordering on the fea.  There,while they 
. were tucking up their garments, and twifting 
their hair for plunging intothe fea; the youngelt 
of the fifters faid to het companions ; *« Being 
thus left alone, the hours will be tedious and 
"wearifome to him.*—* You would have been 
extremely glad to have kept him company,” 
replied the eldeft to her; ** and while we were 
engaged in conftrućting the raft, you would 
have laboured to'ruin it : Sifter ! you have al- 
ready traverfed the fea, but you know not all 
1ts dangers: let us go where duty calls.” All 
the three ten plunged into the water, and went 
to prepare the raft... 

Habib having finifhed his repaft, and feeing 
the day haftening to a clofe, performed his ablu- 
tion, offered up. his prayers, and peacefully 
committed himfelf to fleep, expećting the re- 
turn of the daughters of the fea. - The early 
rays of the fun foon ftruck his eyelids ; his 
looks were immediately direćted to the ex- 
panfe which feparated him from the White 
Iland, and his eyes eagerly meafured its extent. 
Suddenly he perceived upon the fea, which 
was fcarcely rufled by the gentle zephyrs, an 

- anufual motion ; he could diftiigwith an objećt 
advancin$ rapidly towards the fhore, and feve- 
ral heads raifed abóve the water called upon 
him. * Come knight! mount this raft.” He 


recognized the voice of the daughters of the 
fea, 
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fea, and fprang upon the tender veflel, which 
immediately rowed through the waves. 

Eight doiphins were yoked to the raft; the 
eldeił of the Naiads, with her body raifed above 
the water down to her girdle, and fupportin, 
her two hands on the ftern of the vefłel, ferva 
ed infor a rudder. The two younger, fwim- 
ming each at a fide, preferved thę equilibrium 
with one of their hands ; and Habib, wholły oc- 
cupięd with his project, fat upon the raft. 

The whole of the White Ifland was foon in 
view. The palace cf the tyrant, built of corał 
and fhells, appeared upon the moft prominent 
point of the ifland. 'lhe guards, having per- 
ceived the warrior at a great diftance, founded 
the alarm, and announced his arrival to Raca- 
chik ; and the monfter thought himfelf al- 
ready in pofleflion of a new prey. ** Let him 
advance,” faid he; "afk at him whathe wants > 

Dearly fhatl he certainly learn, that no ftran< 
_ ger lands here without meafnring his ftrength 
and courage with mine. Meanwhile I will arm 
myfelf, th:'I may give him a fuitable reception.” 

In the mean time, the raft reached the fhore ; 
and Habib having fprung from it with great 
agility, was joined by onć of the centinels, a 
kind of amphibious monfter, who propofed 
queftions to him as he had been ordered. 
46 Go,” faid Habib, .'* tell thy mafter, that I 
em come here to engage him.*—'* Vou are 
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not armed,” replied the monfter, ** and you 
have no horfe.*—** You know nothing about 
the matter,” replied the Sultan ; *+my turban 
is as firong as an helmet; and my fcymetar 

pplics the place of a cnirafs and a fhield, and 
I have no need of an horfe ; only let your maf- 
ter dare to attack me! [ challenge him, together 
with all his power.” 

This meflage was delivered. Racachik be-- 
came furious.  Govered with his fcales, and 
mounted upon his frightfull fea horfe, whofe 
unweildy gallop raifed a cloud of duft, he haftened 
towards the fhore, and feeling the hero, ** Gon- 
temptible offspring of Adam,” faid he to him, 
* fatellite of Mahomet! Thy head is full of 
wanity, becaufe, like other worms, thou creep- 
eft not on the earth; and becaufe it is raifed 
three cubits above, the mud of which it was 
formed. Doft thou dare to infult and defy the 
„genie Racachik ! Receive the punifhment of , 
thy audacity.” Atthe fame time he pufhed . 
his horfe towards Habib, and prepared to pierce 
him with his terrible fpear. > 

The young hero drew his  fcymetar, and .be- 
fore the ftroke could reach him, the fpear of 
_'his adverfary was fhivered to pieces. The vio- 
jlence of the fhock benumbed the arm of the 
tyrant, his horfe reared, and, no longer obedi- 
ent to the hand of the rider, rufhed with him to 


| «the fhore, and was overturned with him. 
Racachik, 
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Racachik, now confcions of his danger, cal- 
Jed to him all the- powers that were under his 
command. At that very inftant the fea was a- 
gitated, and caft them forth. The fhore was 
covered with fea calves, and lions, and the 
whales approaching it, fpurted up fuch tor- 
rents of water, as appeared to form an infup- 
perable barrier betwixt the young Sultan and 
his adverfary. The whole coaft re-echoed with 
difmal yells, and ali the monfters fummoned 
by Racachik, at once rufhed upon the hero. 
For fome time he maintained the combat with 
his fcymetar ; but, overpowered by numbers, 
and finding that his efforts would foon be vain, 
he thrice brandifhed his fcymetar in the air, and 
with confidence pronounced the formidable word 
Power. 'This produced animmediate effelt: the 
monfters who had been able to ręfiit the fword, 
conftrained by a fuperior power, rufhed again 
into the gulfs from which they had iffued forth. 
Racachik ftill ventured to appear, and with 
the whales rib which he wore inftead of a fcy- 
metar, endeavoured to oppofe the formidable 
armour of Solomon ; but it broke into a thouf- 
and pieces ; and his fcaly body, together with 
his enchanted armour, was reduced to duft.—— | 
«« Go, wretch !'* faid Habib, ** and groan thro” 
eternity in the caverns of Caucafus '* At that 
inftant, all the remains of the monfters difap-, 
peared, the coaft was left clear and folitary, 
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and Racachik exifted no more but in the me- 

mory of the revolted genies. a 

A mournful and penfive filence fucceeded 
the agitation of this terrible fcene. And the 
vićtorious Habib, recognizing the will of the 
deftinies, fell upon his knees, before that being 
„who twatched over him, and thus'exclaimed. 

« O thou power, whom nothing can refift! 

'thy enemies are overthrown ; at thy breath 
they have difappeared: and what has become 
of their remains ? 

« The fire which confumes the ftubble of har- 
veft, leaves fome traces behind ; but thy ene- 
mies are deftroyed ; „and where are their 

_afhes ? 

« The feeble reed, in the hands of the fer- 
vant of God, has more force than the oak inthe 
hands of the wicked. 

« [ placed myfelf on the bow: of Mahomet 
and Solomon ; they fhot-me at this curfed race, 
and I have wholly deftroyed it!* 

Habib arofe, averpowered with the bleffings 
he had received, and perceived not the fnare 
which gratitude was fpreading for his modefły.. 
- "The fhore was covered with the daughters 
of the fea, who were crowned with fea plants, 
and girded with garłands. They had cometopay 
homage to their deliverenr, and lay the tre.fures 
of their element a: bis fe-t. The melodious_ 
harmony of tlieir waices, and the graces of thcie 
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meim, would have foftened the moft favage 
breaft. They croudedaround the hero, and prof 
trated themfelves at his knees. The young Il- 
'zaide and herfifters were more eagerthan the 
relt ; but Habib, confounded with thefe marks 
of refpećt, refufed to receive them. **:1 have 
done nothing for you,” faid he, ** and you.are 
Alnder no obligation to a.man who has fcarcely 
fulfilled his duty : Is there no mofque here, in 
which to worfhip the Deity? Let us repair 
to the temple, thither I will march before you. 
Is there any faithful fubjećt of Dorathil-Goafe 
prefent? To her I will remit your prefents, 
for whom alone I ought to accept them.” 

At that inftant, a genie, named Balazan, 
and in his natural fhape, prefented himfelf. 
His head was bent under the load of years, his 
wings were broken, and his body galled with 
the chains with which the tyrant had loaded 
him. * Sir! faid he, ** in the time of Queen 
Camarilzaman, we had three mofques in this 
place, but Racachik has profaned and deftroy- 
ed them. That heap of ruins which you be- 
hold, is the remains of a city which he plun- 
dered, devouring all its inhabitants. Since 
that time the ifland has been without com- 
merce or cultivation. 1 had been appointed 
to the command of it by Illaboufatrou ; but Ra- 
cachik, at his arrival, caufed me be (hut up 
ia the dungeon, from which I have juft efcan- 
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ed by your power. [ come to pay homage 
to the ambaffador of Solomon, in whofe hands 
the.fword of that prophet fhines on this fhore, 
and to own fubjećtion to the deliverer of the 
children of Grod, and the avenger of Dorathil- 
Goafe.” 

« Qome, Balazan !* replied Habib, * in 
the name of the great Prophet, and of Dora- 
thil-Goafe, whofe Knight I am, I reftore to 
you all the power -with which you were for- 
merly invefted. Take thefe treafures which 
you behold at my feet, canfe the mofques be 
Tebuilt, and from the top of the minarets let 
the muczin invite to them the faithful fubjećts 
"whom fear has difperfed.  Govern here in the 
name of Mahomet, of the illuftrious Solomon, 
« and of yóur Queen. Every where re-eftablifh 

order, and afift me in conveying myfelf to Me- 
dinaz-il- ballor.** 

« Noble, and valiant Knight !” replied Ba- 
* lazan, * with confidence I receive your orders, 

and fubmit to them, in the name of the power- 
ful Creator of the univerfe. But, Sir! it is 
beyond my power to give you any afliftance 
in your journey to the place whither you are 
called by fate. "The ifland is deftitute of eve- 
ry veflel for navigation, and the road through 
the air is ufelefs, fincę, as you fee, my 
wings are cut! And had they ftill all their , 
firength, yet Abarikaf is fo completely maf- 
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ter of the paflages on high, that my refources 
would be of no avail. You muft continue to 
pafs from ifland to ifland, in the fame way in 
which you were condućted thither. Avail 
yourfelf of the enthufiafm, which your perfon 
and virtues have fpread among the genies of 
the fea. Efface from their remembrance, the 
dangers to which they have been expofed to- 
gether with you ; and they will be able to con= 
dućt you into the very centre of your enemies 
forces. The reft muft be the work of your 
valour, and. of the high decrees of deftiny. 

«« Terror las already infećted the Yellow 
and the Red Iflands. Mokjlras, the tyger of 
the fea, and foń of the dreadful tyrant, from 
whom you have juft delivered us, has the 
cominand of them both. Informed of the de- 
feat of his father, he has alteady taken every 
precaution which fear cen fuggeft. Dificul- 
ties await you, but if you are able to furmount 
them, you mufft take pofłefiion of the fkin of 
this monfter, and make a ftandard of it, at the 
fight of which the Red lfland will immediate- 
ly fubmit.* 

Habib then addrefling himfelf to the eldeft 
of the dzughtets of the fea, faid to her, * I£I 
could here find a fifherman's bark, or a imall 
boat, I would inftantly fet fail for the Yellow 
Ifland ; but as thefe cannot be procured, would 
the genies of your element refufe me their 
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_ aid ?—« Should fear,” replied fhe, * deter - 


them from the enterprife, or fhould they be 
ignorant of the high degree of confidence, that 
a Knight like you deferves, my fifters and I 
would teach them their duty. "The dolphinś 
can ftiil conduct your raft within a league of 


the land ; but it would be dangerous for.them . 


to go farther, on account of the preparations 
which Mokilras will have taken. —* What 
is it to fwim a league ?* faid Habib, * for a 
man determined to undertake every thing in 
the profecution of his duty.” 

«<Q generous Knight !” replied the daughter 
"of the fea, ** who would refufe to follow you, 
were it only to fee, and hear, and admire you? 
But are you not afraid of being yourfelf de- 
voured by the monfters of the deep:*—* I 
am afraid of nothing, Madam, but of not ex- 
ecuting, as I ought, the will of my deftiny in 
the fervice of yout Queen. *—'* Depend upon 
us, valiant hero ! my fifters and: I will referve 
for ourfelves the honour of aflifting you.” 

That inftant the raft departed, and feemed 
to fly over the waters. They could already 
diftingnifh the commotions which were taking 
place on the Yellow Ifland; and were onły a 
league diftant from it, when the dolphins, 
warned by their inftinćt, fuddenly ftopped, and 
ftruggled to break the chains which bound 
them to the raft, One of the fifters advanced 

and 
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and cut them ; and the raft remained motione 
lefs. In a fhort time, a billow, which the fea 
monfters raifzd, feemed about to fwallow it up; 
but Habib, who faw that not a moment was. 
to be loft, in delivering his lovely companions 
from the dangers that threatened them, took 
the fcymetar iń his hand, and began to fwim, 
pionouncing at the fame time the formidable 
word of the talifman. The waters might be 
faid, of their own accord, to have arranged 
themfelves, in order to point out to him an 
infallible courfe. The billows were fcattered, 
the furface of the fea became fmooth, and the 
hero was carried to a part of the coafł, where 
no obftacle oppofed his landing. | 

His enemies, difperfed in clufters, no faoner 
beheld his looks, than they betook themfelves 
to flight. Wherever the croud appeared thick= 
eft, thither he marched ; and being che meffen. 
ger of the. thunder, which was about to burft, 
he rufhed upon them with his fabre, and all, 
who refifted the keen edge of his blade, were 
infiantly fcattered. 

Mokilras, the enormous tyger, took his poa 
fition on'his two feet ; he threw, at the hero, 
the unwelldy club with which he was armed, 
and, quickiy rcfuming his own nature, he fisd 
upon his fodr feet. Habib purfued him ; but 
as he was not to be overtaken by human vi- 
gour or agility, he pronounced, with a loud 

| voice, 
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woice, the fatal word, and at the fame time 
exclaimed, * Moktlras! in tbe name of Solo= 
mon, I arrefł you.” The monfter'was motion- 
lefs. A fingle ftroke of the fcymetar cut off 
*" his head, and his fxin was inftantly carricd 
off. o 

No fooner was the tyrant of the Yellow If- 
land deftroyed, than all the elements returned 
to their natural courfe, and filence fucceeded 
the frightful tumult, by which they were agi- 
tated. 

Meanwhile, the tdóróże daughters of the fea 
had rallied upon the raft; and the young Il- 
zaide, ftanding upon the veffel, and applying 


to her mouth a long fea trumpet, recalled from. 


afar the affrighted dolphins. Obedient to her 
voice, they crowded back, to the raft; and all 
the inhabitants of the waters joined in concerts. 
of joy; the air refounded with the fon gs of vic- 


tory, and the whole crowd thronged to the: 


fhore, the moment Mokilras was fpoiled by the 
hero. 


Habib returned, and rejećting the homage. 


which bordered:on adoration : ** Greatures of 
the Almighty,” faid he, * lift up your eyesto 
heaven ! there dwells the only objećt of your 
gratitude, Subjećts of Dorathil-Goafe ! to her 
your'refpeft, homage, and fubmiffion are due. 


Her Knight referves nothing but thę privilege. 
a of 
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of joining his vows to yours, and of fharing in 
your deliverance.” 

As he finifhed, crowds of people, flocking 
from all quarters, encreafed his triumph, and 
his embarraffment. All of them wifhed to 
fwear obedience to him, and afked him to im- 
pofe new laws; when happily the aged Bala- 
zam appeared. As foon as every thing in the 
White Ifland had fubmitted to the power of 
this genie, he had endeavoured to ralfe himfelf 
in the air, that, if pofible, he might follow the 
fuccefsful fortunes of the young Habib; and, 
with great dificulty, had been able to join him 
in the Yellow Ifland, at the moment, when its 
inhabitants were paying him their homage. 
" Subjects of Dorathil-Groafe,” faid the „old 
genie, as he arrived, ** this valiant tk: re- 
ceives the expreffions of your gratitude ; re- 
turn to your pofleflions ; and from this i 
fubmit to the laws of our Sovereign.—And 
you Knight !” faid he to Habib, ** take a mo- 
ment's repofe. The fubjećtion of the Red If- 
land is a conqueft unworthy of your labours. 
I alone will mount the raft, on which you 
were conducted to this płace, and carry with 
me the fkin of Mokilras, and his armour. At 
the terrible fight: of the trophy I will form of 
thefe, the rebels will voluntarily ftretch forth i 
their hands to the chains I fkiall carry for them. 
Referve your ftrength for the attack of the 
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„Green and Blue Iflands, and efpecially for that 
„of the Black Ifland !'” 


Habib valned not the vićtory which was 


„galned without danger; and therefore abandon- 
„ed the enterprife to the condućt of Balazan, 


and fought the repofe, which the labours a- 

waiting him rendered neceflary. a 
He was ftilk afleep, when Balazan arrived 

from the Red Ifland, holding in his hand two 


„bottles of goat's fkin. * Knight!” faid he to 


Habib, awakening him, ** behold the remain- 
der of the only dangerous enemies which were 
dn the country I have juft fubjećted to the 
laws of the Queen. I have fhut them up in 
thefe bottles, and am going to fend them imme- 


,diately to the mouth of the caverns of Mount 


Caucafus. "To-morrow you may repair, with- 


„out any obftacle, to the Red Ifłand, and there 
„£onfider in what manner you are to purlye 


your vićtories. But the dangers you are a- 
bout to encounter will admit of no defcrip- 
„tion. Nifabic, a genie, whofe enchantments 
are perhaps equal to thofe of Abarikaf, is go- 
mvernor of the Green Ifland, and his empire ex- 
,tends alfo over the Blue. It is impofiible to 
„conjećture in what manner his attacks ought 
/to be refifted, for he varies them perpetually ; ; 
„and if their effećts are vifible, your genie muft 
meet thofe that he conceals from you. All: 
„ghis woułd be impoffible to us, but nothing 
muft 
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muft be fo to the champion of Dorathil. 
Goafe.” 

Refiftance and difficulties fired the eourage 
„of the Arabian Prince; and, with the firft rays 
of morning, he fet out for the Red Ifland ; the 
dolphins dragging the raft. Hle paffed the point 
ofit, that he might be within reach of the 
Green Ifland, which he propofed to attack. 
nemt day. * 

The daughters of the fea had not forfaken 
their deliverer, and perpetually miniitered to 
his neceffities. The hero, left to his own 
refexions, recalled to his memory, the faying 
ofthe wife IVHaboul, 7 am more afraid of 
danger to you from fecret firatagem, tban from 
open force. le therefore put himfelf on his 
guard againft the artifices of the genie, whom 
he was to fubdue. And having done fo he 
fecurely fell afleep in the arms of Providence, 
and arofe next day with a heart full of ardor 
and hope. 

The hero was rowing quietly towards the 
place of his deftination, when, all at once, the 
three fifters (hrieked aloud, and the head and 
hands of Ilzaide, who fwam along fide of the 
raft, difappeared. Habib drew his fcymetar, 
and began to fwim ; but finding limfelfentang" 
led with nets, he pronounced the formidable 
word, and employed the edge of his blade, and . 
the mafhes of tle nets yiełded on every fide. - 
? Kk2 CZĘ 
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He laid hold of Ilzaide and cartied her to the 
raft; he then flew in hafte to the relief of her 
fifters. After they were all in fafety, he ob- 
ferved, that the raft was agitated without ad- 
vancing forwards, and that the dolphins were 
_-=-entangled in the fame nets. He fwam around 
and difengaged them. And, in order to fecure 
his courfe, he mounted the foremoffi of the dol- 
phins, dnd direćted his progrefs towards the 
*. land, cutting, on the right and left, the nets 
that lay in his way. 

From the fummit of ene of the higheft 
towers of his palace of fłeel, the tyrant obfer= 
ved the objećł which was advancing towards 
the fhore. He faw that it pafled the magicał 
net, with which he had encumbered the fea. 
He did not perceive the Arabian: Prince ; but 
upon a huge body, which floated to the land 
with great rapidity, he obferved a group of 
three women almoft naked, and was altogether 

' at a lofs againft what fort of danger he ought 
to provide. They had greatly miftaken his 
character, if they thought of captivating him 
with their beauty ; and the precautions he had 
taken rendered him fecure from every fort of 
enchantment. The palace which he occupied 
was of actual fteel, and the only accefs to it 
lay through a vault cut in the folid rock, 
armed with fharp points of iron, and defended 
by 0 which hung only by a thread. This 

defence 
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aćfence cónld not be overcome either by en-' 
chantiments, or the charms of any fort of ma= 
be. © | 

Nifabic, thus confiding in his ftrength, fal- - 
lied out of his pałace, leaped through the for- 
midable vault, and came to meet his adverfary. 
The group he had perceived advanced towards - 
the land, and the Knight fprung upon the 
fhore. The hero was held in moft fovereigun 
contempt by the monfter, who was armed from 
head to foot, and who, on confulting the ftars 
concerning his fortune, had learned, tbat, in 
order to become mafłer of bis perfon, it would 
be neceffary to get pofje/jion of bis koufe of feel. 
It apeared to him impoffible, that his enemy 
could efcape the dangers of the myfterious ' 
vault, and fhould he even be fo fortunate, he 
would find it impoflible to deftroy the fort, 
which he would meet with, after having pafled * 
the dangerous vault. - 

„Nifabic appeared before Habib, holding in * 
his hand a club of fteel of an enormous weight. 
«« Who art thou, audacious fellow ?” faid he ; 
« what madnefs hath brought you hither to 
meet your fate?”—* I am the Knight of Don 
rathil.Goafe;” replied Habib ; * and am come to 
chaftife fuch as have rebelled againft God and * 
Solomon. '*—* Vile infećt !” replied the en- 
raged genie; ** you have but one life to lofe, 
and: dareft thou, unarmed, infult Nifabic! 

Kk 3. Die-- 
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Die by the death I referve for my fłaves '* 
At the fame time, he raifed his club with an 
incredible celerity, and aimed a ftroke at the 
heros head. "The Arabian Prince oppofed its. 
fall, with nothing but the blade of his fcyme- 
- tar ; but the effect of it was terrible. The club: 
dropped from the hands of Nifabic, and drag- 
ged him along with it. The talifman confound- 
ed him, and perceiving that he was finking 
under the power of his enemy, he pronounced. 
his dark conjurations. Habib approached the 
body. in order to pierce the fallen genie, but 
perceiving nothing but his armour, he found. 
that he was mafter of AP but.the outfide. 
of a warrióur. 

The material. fabftance of Nifabic had dif-- 
appeared, and the Prince of Arabia had no: 
idea, that this conqueft was more valuable to' 
him than the real body of the geriie. In reali- 
ty, it explained the prophecy which faid, that 
in order to become mafter of the rebel, ść 
would be necefjary to get pofjeffion of bis boufe 
of fieel. For the oracle meant the armour in: 
which the genie was cloathed, and in which. 
he feemed to have płaced ałł his confidence. 

Habib defpifed this armour, whofe propor- 
tions far exceeded the ftature of ordinary men; 
and with four ftygkes of his fcymetar, he made 
the chains which faftened it difappear, fcatter=. 
ed its fragments, zz thus fulflled: another" 

prophecy 
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prophecy of the oracle; tbe powers fubjećł to* 
Nifabie will be loofened and dtfberjed. 

In becoming invifible, and retreating under 
the vault, through which the entrance to his 
habitation lay, the monfter made the laft trial 
of his power. He appeared in his natural 
fhape, with his fcymetar, and waited for Ha- 
bib at the entry of thewault, as if to challenge 
him to fingle combat. The young Prince al- 
lłowed himfelf to be drawn into the fnare, and 
the genie retreated two fteps. He cut the 
thread by which the key of the vault was fuf- 
pended, and the rocks tumbled down with a 
horribłe crafh. 

As foon as the Sultan heard the firft efforts, 
he pronounced, with a loud voice, the formi- 
dable word of the talifman, and oppofed his 
gleaming blade to the fall of the rocks. The 
fragments, as they fell, arranged themfelves on 
his right and left, and did not occafion him the 
fmalleft harm. He was furrounded by a dread- 
ful duft, and hcard* nothing on every fide but 
"the fhrieks and groans, which came from Ni- 
fabic himfelf. ** Arabian!” faid the genie to 
him, ** misfortune has now inftrućted me, and 
I recognife your deftiny and my own. |Itruft- 
ed in the oracles, but they have decelived me. 
Long have I expected you; but as your 
power was difgnifed under fo weak appear= 
ances, I „did not recognize you, and im= 
prudently delivered myfelf to your vićto- 

riou$ 
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rious arm. Do not abufe your ficcefs; I am» 

crufhed under thefe ruins, and in this fitnation * 

my exiftence would be dreadful. (aufe me 

to be tranfported to the dungeons of Caucafus, - 

that [ may at leaft enjoy the fympathy of o- *. 
thers in diftrefs .” 

« Genie!” replied Habib, ** thou art guil- - 
ty of many crimes ; but I have the foul of a 
true Knight, and even my enemy may afk a 
favour from me ; neverthelefs, I cannot come 
to a decifion without counfel, and will not re- - 
turn thee an anfwer, a after I fhall have of- 
fered up three prayers.” 

Habib was as it were buried in a | hole, in 
the middle of the rocks; and the duft was ' 
fcarcely dilperfed, when he faw like two ftars - 
fparkling over his head.  Thefe were the 
charming eyes of the youngeft of the daugh- 
ters of the fea. ** Is it you, Sir?” faid fhe; | 
«how happy are we! We trembled for your 
life, when we beheld this mountain tumble 
down upon you. Take hold of my hair, 
Knight! and be not afraid of hurting me. I 
have both ftrength and courage.”  Saying 
this, fhe let down her locks to him ; the end 
of which he feized, and was drawn up from- 
the fubterraneous paflage. 

_ Habib's firft care was to thank his deliver= 
er. * I have done nothing,” faid fhe, ** to de- 
ferve your thanks ; but would willingly make * 
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you the happieft of mortals ! At the fame time 
fhe ftretched forth her hand to aflift him in paf- 
fing from rock to rock, till at laft they arriv= 
ed on the outer rampart of the ditches of the 
palace of fteel, the pal refidence of the genie 
Nifabic. | 

They were fcarcely arrived when they per- 
ceived the two other fifters on the neighbour- 
ing rocks. ** Gome fifters,” excluimed Il- 
zaide, * he is here !'” Nothing but a ftrong and 
fincere paflion could have fecured our hero 
from the many attacks of Ilzaide, fo much the 
more dangerous that tliey were innocent. But 
he was already vanquifhed by his deftiny, and 
the Queen had nothing to fear. 

Yet the conqueft of the Green Jfland was 
not complete. The cafile of fteel was inaccef- 
fible; the fortiications were guarded, and the 
gates and bridges fhut. ** I am yet ignorant,” 
faid Habib, * how I fhall be enabled to fuce 
ceed in this bold enterprize. There is an im- 
pregnable fort, againft which human ftrength 
can be of no avail. I have no longer con- 
fidence in myfelf, but in the decrees of the fate 
by which I am conducted. It may be pofflible, 
that in confefling his defeat, Nifabic has only 
been artfully laying a fnare, in order to draw 
me into a new combat ; and dangers may yet 
await me here, to which you muft not be ex- 
pofed.. Ręturn to your own element, and offer 


up: 
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| up prayers for the knight of Dorathil-Goafe ; 

at leaft, let your diftance from the danger ren- 

der me entirely eafy on your account. ”—* No, 

we will not leave you,”* replied the daughters 

ofthe fea; * whoever is with you, is beyond 

the reach of danger.”——** Were you always at" 
my fide,” addłd the youngeft, « IT fhould brave 

the tempefts which rend the rocks.” 

Habib, with thefabre in his hand, approach- 
ed the draw. bridge. *« By Solomon !” cried he, . 
(«and in virtue of this talifman, I order this: 
bridge to fall down.” It inftantly turned upon' 
its hinges, and the paffage was laid open. The 
warriour cut with his fcymetar the twa chains 
which affifted in raifing it, and penetrated into 
"the court of the fortrefs. 

-In the middle of this court ftood a pillar, on- 
the top/of which was placed an iron cage. This 
monument was covered with talifmans, and 
had: the following infeription written upon it. , 
Tbou canfi not be defiroyed but by tbe power of 
Arabia. Habib ftruck all the talifmans with 
his fabre, and a fudden noife refounded from - 
the centre of the fubterraneous abodes, even to 
the fummit of the vaults. "The pillar was bro- 
ken in pieces, and the fubjedts of Dorathil-- 
Goafe, who were confined in chains, at once 
rulhed from their dungeons. The cage was 
now on the ground ; and Habib perceived with- 
ią it, avery extraordinary object, whofefpecies * 
4> 88 he 
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he could fcarcely diftinguilh. It was a'naked 
woman, whofe countenance was concealed by 
her hair. * Who are you, madam?” afked the 
hero.—-** $ir!”? replied fhe, * deliyer me from 
„this prifon, and give me fome cloaths, that I „ 
may appear with decency before you. This cage 
is fhut by a talifman, which the favage Nifabie 
always carries with him ; endeavour to open 
it ; reftore me to liberty, and I will never 
ceafe to blefs Cod, Mahomet, and you. — 

*« You would not forget the illufirious Selo- 
mon,” replied tke Knight, ** in whofe name I 
break in pieces every bar.”  Atthe fame time 
„he ftruck the bars of the cage with his fcyme- 
tar, 

The three daughters of the fea, after divid- 
ing their girdles, covered the prifoner, with 
them, in fuch a manner, that fhe couldeappear 
in prefence of the Knight, without offending her 
modefty. No fooner were the fubjećts of IDo- 
rathil. Groafe delivered from their chains, than 
they proftrated themfelves before the unknown 
lady, and fhewed her every mark of attach- 
ment and refpećt. Habib being ignorant of the 
reafon of this, faid to them, * What is this 
you do? Who is this lady?%—* Alas! Sir,” 
replied one of them, ** She is the Lady of the 
Beautiful Treffes. She is a relation of the 
„beautiful Dorathil-Goafe, and, before thę re- 
wvolt of Abarikaf, was our Queen. —'* O hea- 
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ven !?? exclaimed the Arabian Prince, * a 
Qneen, and a relation of Dorathil.Goafe! 
How fhgll I reftore to her all ME fhe has 
łoft?” 

« There will be no diffeulty i in that,” re- 
plied the perfon fo whom he propofed the quef- 
ftion. ** The tyrant, together with the trea- 
fures of the Queen, hath accumylated all the 
riches of the ifland in this fortrefs, and fince 

óu arę nów mafter ofit, you are mafter of its 

alth. The women whom you fee at the 
Ę Strom of'the court, and whofe fituation pre- 
vents them, from approaching, were engaged 
in her fervice. 'They difcovered too much 
attachment to her after her misfortunes, and a 
prifon has been the recompence of their fidelity. 

* Bring hither,” faid Habib, ** all thofe who 
were attached to the pęrfon of- your Queeui, 
and let her again take poflefion of a palace in 

which: eyery thing belongs to her.” 

«. Mnyfelf was in her fervice,” replied the 
one whętń he interrogated, and in a place of . 
truft. You fhall be reinftated in it,” faid 


Habib, *"jf fhe thinks it proper. - Meanwhile 


furround:her with every thing which can con- 
tribute to her conveniency : And if you know 
the rooims of this caftle, after you fhall have 
fpoken to thofe who are to engage again in her 
fervice, you will accompany me, in order that 

I may 
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I may be able to condut her to the moft mag. 


nificent gpartment.” 


AI the people, who were to compofe the 


eftablifhmentof the Lady of the Beautiful Tref. 
fes, were aflembled in a moment. Habib pre. 
fented them to her, and requefted her to ace 


cept af his hand. « You arereftored to all jour ' | 


rights, Madam,”* faid he, **' and to the governe 
ment of thisifland. Grant to the Knight of 
Dorathil. Goafe, the honour of condućting you 
to your palace,” 

The Lady of the Beautiful Treffes caft down 
her eyes, and allowed herfelf to be led to an 
apartment prepared for her by the genie, and 


to which fhe had preferred the cage, from which 
fhe had juft been delivered, Every thing in 
the apartment was magnificent.  Riches of” 


all forts were accumulated in it; and the ledy 
immediately found more than was neceffary for 


dreffing, in a becoming manner, both herfelf and 


all her court. 


The three daughters of the fea had followed « 


her, and, as the companions ef the Arabian 
Knight, requefted the favonr of being permit. 
ted to arrange her beautiful locks. 


FP 
« Alas f? faid fhe to them, <* they were the. 
caufe of my mifery ; Jet, aseven in my misfor- / 
tune, they were my only refoureć, I cannof. 
. 4; w, / 


reproach myfelf with the excefiive attachmert 
Ihave had for them ; and therefofe, with much 
VoL. III, EL | pleatye, 
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pleafure, I commit them to your hands.” The 
4 Lady of the Bzautiful Treffes left her toilet, 
/ with her locks twafted in the form of a tiara 
upon her head, and adorned with ftrings of 
pearls and rubies, while .other two hung down 
„her back, reaching below her girdle. 
Scarcely was fhe drefied, when the attendants 
came to intimate to her that dinner was fer- 
vedup. Habib took her'by the-hand, to lead her 
tothe table. She invited the lovely daughters of 
the fea to dine with het; and, for the fiqft time 
in his life, the Arabian Prince was feated with 
ladies, and the firft time for thefe fix months, 
fat down to a repaft which was not earned 
by his own indaftry, or that of others. The 
kitchens.and butteries o£ Mifakobhe had fur- 
"nifhed every thing. 
The Lady of the Beautiful Trefies was in the 
. bloom of youth, of a ftature which was majef- 
tic and perfećtly elegant: her looks, which 
"were full of animation, breathed an affećting . 
„langour. -A heart, whofe feelings were not alrea- 
dy engaged, might eafily have become enamour- 
„edofher ; but none could refift che intereft that 
her beauty and misfortanes infpired. Habib 
"looked at her with the utmoft tendernefs ; Il- 
aide accidently caught the moticn of his eyes, 
da: really affećted, without fufpećting it, be- 
„<ame jealous, without being” confcious of it. 


The 
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The entertainment pafled in mutual atten- . 
£lons ; and when it was finifhed, the company 
retired into a chamber, where Habib befought ' 
the lady to have the goodnefs, unlefs it was top"Fsko Ę 
troublefome to her, to give him the hiftory of %: 
her mistortunes. A figh arofe from the lady's 
heart, and drawing her hands over her beau- 
tiful eyes, to wipe off the tears, fhe thus be-- 
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Continuativn of the Hiflory of Habib and Dorc= 
thil-goafe ; or, the Knigbt. 


| HILE the Arabian Knight was em- 
ployed 'in confirming the tranquillity 


of Dorathil-goafe, every .preparation was 
"making in the palace, and in the city of Me- 


dinaz-il-ballor, in order to receive in triumph 
a vićłorious deliverer and avenger, who 
was foon to -be its fovereign. The charm- 


ing Queen amufed her tender impatience 


in hearing llzaide repeat the actions fhe had 
witnefied, and even the very minuteft conver- 
fation which that young lady had been able to 
remember of her dear Knight. 

As night had come on, it was by means of 


fuperb illuminations that Habib arrived in the 


apartment "where he was expećłted. One 
might paint the royal magnihcence difplayed 
around him; but his tender and refpectful 


tranfports, and thofe of the delicate Queen, 


being beyond all expreflion, could not be re- 


prefented. 
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Never pafion, which had been the work of 
deftiny, entered into hearts fo weil fitted 
to be united to each other ; never had fo many 
beauties and exterior graces been joined to fo 
much merit and virtue. 

Habib was tranfported with the excefs of 
lis good fortune, and Dorathil-goafe cried 
out, £ I can give you, my dear Habib, only 
iny heart, my crown, and my hand; what 
 trivial recompence for fo many fervices ! what 
price for fo many toils, and virtues fo heroic!” 

"The fame evening which witnefled their in- 
'terview, beheld likewiie the ceremony which 
waS to ratily their union. 'Llhe fame night 
faw lovers and fpoufes happy ; sand the next 
rorning fun obferyed the tranfports of their 
felicity, and the joy of all the Iile of Medinaz. 

But the good fortune of Ilabib did not make 
him lofe fight of the obligations he kad come 
under. 'Ilhe Prince Dal-iliha, the hufband of 
the lady with the beauuiful hair, was ftil] doom- 
ed to languifh in the prifons of the Black Ile ; 
and that unhappy country, though no longer 
infefted with the crimes and the prefence of A-- 
berikaff, muft yet be expofed to a very great dif- 
OFdET. 47 | 

He gave his word of honour to the Lady 
with the beautiful hair, that he would de- 
Jiver her hufband. He is the pcace-maker 
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marked out by the ruling ftars of all the ftates 
of Dorathel-goafe. He will not employ any 
other means than thofe which Fortune kas put 
in his power, in order to undertake and profe- 
cutę his adventures. 'Fhe three daughters of 
the fea are with Dorathil-goafe, who begins to 
crown them with her favours. le addrefles 
the eldeft : 

c We have here,” favys he to her, « fome 
veilels which I could putto fea, in order to pais 
to the Błack Ifle, but I prefer your Invention, 
which has fo happiły fupplied us. 

« When an aifair js regulated by Fortune, (he 
delizhts to make the fuccefs of the bufinefs de- 
pend on the moft triding means, that man mar 
know to whom he ought to aferibe glory of it. 

«c Try, ladies, to find our raft, if it be not 
eafier for you to conftrućt another. I fhall 
take no reft till I have dried up the tears of the 
Lady with the beautiful hair, and remedied 
the abufes which difiurb the repofe of fuch of 
my fubjećts as yet remain in the Black Iile.” 

he three filters received with joy that pro- 
pofal. "They found themfelves fharers in the 
glory which Habib enjoyed. Ilzaide was fome- 
what grave, fince fhe had feen the marriage 
of the hero ; but:as the affećtion fhe bore bin 
was fincere, fhe ftill loved him with ali her 
heart, although fhe faw that he belonged to 
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another, againft whom fhe had nothing to” 


charge. 

Habib invited his beautiful Queen to the: 
council which:-he held with the amiable com= 
paniens of his adventures, and it was refolved 
to fót out'as foon as the raft fhall be ready 5 
but Dorathil-goafe, upon her roch, propofes 
to hover over the veflel, to watch its courfe;s 
and to give notice of dangers, in cafe it fhould 
be ezpofed to any, and to take as a companion 
Ii-baccaras, one of the genii who was moft 
attached to her, and whom fhe regarded molt; 
attended by two other geni. 

Next morning the boat was.ready, and Ha- 
bib upon the fea, at fun rife. 'Fhe harnafied 
dciphins feemed to douvle their ftrength and 


fwiftnefs, and Nie whole coaft of the Black Ifle: 


W2$ in View. 

b-baccaras obferyes with fatisfaćlion, and 
niakes Morathil-goafe likewiie obierve, that 
tie coafts are entirely difengaged from that 
cloud of black vapours, which, dunug the 
preceding days, rendered the riew- horribłe. 

Habib landsd with the greateft eafe, and 
fceing fome inbabitants disGgured with lean- 
nefs wandering upon the fhore, called them, 
and begged accounts of their tyrant, Abari- 
katt. | 
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« He has been vanquifhed,” anfwered they, 
s we muft believe it from: the frightful cries 
which all his friends have raifed. Two days 
ago we were obliged to flee to the mountains. 
Inftantly the moft horrible f(eamonfters covered 
alł our coafts. In the fury with which they 
were agitated, they tore one another, and the 
ground is ftill dyed with their blood, which 
they fhzd upon it. 

« "The reit of us, for a long time paft, the 
poor flaves of all thefe monfters, have fought 
to efcape their fury, and that hateful fpećtacle. 
"Their roarings and howlings, repeated by the 
echoes which. furrounded us, were ftill re- 
founding in our ears, and continuing to terrify 
us, when, alł on a fudden, we thought we per- 
ceived the gleam of fome flafhes of lightning, 
and the noife ceafed. We fpent the night in 
that ftate of inquietude and terror into which 
we had been thrown ; but this morning we 
perceived nothing but the tainted vapour which 
the błood of all the monfters had diffufed.— 
Happily, the heat of the fun has exhałed it; 
the winds have difipated it; otherwife this 
retreat had been uninhabitable.” 

While Habib was talking with the 
inhabitamts, the roch, at a regular height, 
hovcred above the ile, whole unfortu-- 
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nate inhabitants, terrified by fo many pro-- 
digies,, raifed their'eyes towards that object 
with an air of uneafinefs.. 

« [he Knight encouraged. them ;: you . fee 
nothing here,” fays'he, **-that is hoftile to you. 
Fam the hufband of Dorothil-goafe, your queen 

"and your fovereign. "The objećt which is in 
the air.is a roch, upon the back of which is my 
wife, who comes with me to give you that af- 
fhitance which you have need. of, and to efta- 
blifh order and peace among you. But where 
is the palace which Abarikaff. inhabited r” 

cc Sire,” replied the inhabitants, ** we are 
aftonifhed at this matter... lt was in that 
plain, and we now do not fee even its ruins. 

Every thing refpećting it was vifionary, as 
Jlikewife the forms which it daily afflumed. For 
on the: earth it was fometimes-a-dog of a fright- 
ful fize; in the air a huge bird,. and in the 
fea a whale.* <« He had taken prifoners, what 
is become of them?” <* Sire,” faid the inhabit- 
ants, «if they. be here, they muft languifh 
very much ; the tyrant prevented them from 
death, but he did:not give them the proper 
means of life.” 

« Did you know the prince: Dal-ilfha ?” re- 
plied Habib. «* Yes, Sire, we have heard of 
him. He loaded him too with chains, on ac- 
count of his wife's hair,. which he and his 
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friends wifhed to make themfelves mafters of... 
Fe, however, has never confented to give it 
to them.” i 

« Go,” faid Habib to them, **difperfe your=- 
felves every: where around. I will reward him: 
who fhall find me that unfortunate prince.” 

The inhabitants obeyed, and found Dale- 
ilfha, ftretched upon the grafs,. near the fpot 
where the dungeons,  built:.by. Abarikaff 's en=_ 
chantments, were fituated, in the neighbour- 
hood of his palace. They haftily conftrućted 
a litter, and brought the emaciated. and almoft 
dying prince to Habib. 

'The daughters of the feacrowded around the 
affećting objećt.of compaffion. Dorathil-goafe 
obferved- the concern which that objećt occa- 
fioned. Solieitous to know the caufe, and en- 
couragęd by the prefence of her hero, againit 
every fpecies:of fear, fhe let down her roch,. 
and alighted near the groupe, whofe activity 
engaged her attention. 

Immediately fhe mingled her .anxieties with 
thofe of the three fifters. Il-baccaras likewife 
joined his fympathies to theirs, and powerful 
elixirs infpired fa much ftrength into the 
hufband of the lady with the beautiful hair, 
that he could rife, aćt, and fpeak, and thank 
them for the relief he had met with. 

He 
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ie reccived intelligence of the deliverance 
of his wife and his fubjećts; acknowledged 
his otligations to the Knight, who was pre- 
fent, and to the hufband of his relation, 
BDorathil-goafe, and difcovered te them botl, 
his gratitude and fatisfaćtion that he had 
the pleafure of fecing them; infomuch that, 
from impatience, he had ałmoft thrown. 
himfelf into the arms of his wife.  Dorathil- 
goafe and Habib muit now provide for the- 
government of the Black-Ifie. "That charge: 
devolved to H-baccaras. An opportunity was 
now aiorded of rewarding the daughters of the 
fea for their fervices, and the Arabian Knight: 
availed himfelf of it, by giving the eldeft as a 
wife to this new viceroy. 

Hzaide heartily rejoiced at her Ger s good 
-fortune. She could not conceive that one 
could defire to marry any other than a hero. 
She really amufed herfelf with refpećt to 
the nuptials of her fifier, without abandon- 
ing her own dariing projećt of marrylng 
a hero. 

The ifle had been ravaged during the reign 
of the rebel Genii; its fovereigns confulted 
with the new Prince, whom they had appoint- 
ed, in order to reftore the people to allegiance 
and happinefs ; and Dorathil-goafe, after thete 
precautions, refolved to viht the iles fubjećted 
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to her dominion, to bring back the Prince Dal- 
ilfha to the Green Ifle, to pafs by the Blue 
Hle; that fhe- might, on rejoining her huf- 
band, concert plans to open a communication 
by.fea between two ifles, now under her do» 
minion. | 

Next morning Habib and the two fifters 
put to fća with the raft. '[he roch was in 
the air; Dal-ilfha, refrefhed a little from tha 
aiftrefles he had long endured, accompanied 
the Queen; and ałacrity contributed, with the 
ufual calmnefs of the feafon, to render their 
voyage fuccefsful. 

The twa Sovereigns, and their tributary 
Prince, found the inhabitants of the Blue Iilć 
occupied in rebuilding their houfes, and im- 
patient to find a fhelter from the troubles which 
had lately.reigned among them, under the pro-. 
tećtion of thofe wife regulations which they 
had enjoyed before the rebellion. 

Ą fifhing-boat, the only veffel in the Blue 


- Ifle, was difpatched by the lady with the beau- 


tiful hair, in. order to. aflure them that fhe 
would fhare with them the treafure found in 
the 'Tyrant's fteel-caftle, as foon as fhe was 
able to put to fea a vefłel which fhe was con- 

ftrućting. 
Dal-ilfha acknowledged the penetrating fa- 
gacity of his wife. Habib and Dorathil-goafe 
applaud=- 
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applauded it, and thćy all determined to repair 
inftantly to the Green ile. 

The tears are to be dried up. The lady 
with the beautiful hair is to fee again the huf- 
band who has been fo cruelly feparated from 
her. '[he two charming coufins are to pour 
forth, in each others embrace, tears of tender- 
nefs, and to communicate the gratitude which 
they felt to their valiant deliverer. 

They muft fail to the White Iile and to the 
Yellow Ile. "The two relations wil] not fepa- 
rate, and it is probable that this fhall be the 
end of their voyage. 

When the voyagers had arrived at the White. 
Ifle, Dorathil-goafe, who made all the cir-. 
cumftances of her adventures and travels con-. 
tinually be rehearfed to Habib, deferied the * 
fummit of Caucafus, which penetrates the- 
clouds. 

« Heh!” faysfhe, * is it yonder our faith. 
ful Habib refides? Ah! Habib, you ought 
not to have carried me fo far, if, after difco= 
„vering the retreat of our beft friend, I muft re= 
turn without paying him a tribute of gratitude 
for the many fervices ke has done us. , Leave 
your boat with the daughters of the fea; mount 
upon the roch with us, and, in order to vary 
our pleafures, let us go tafte the fweets of 
friendfhip.” 


"This. 
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'This defire of. the beautiful Queen met the 
molt ardent wifhes of her hufband, and the 
voyage was undertaken. 

"As the King approached the fteep fhore 
which borders the fea towards Caucafus, Ha= 
bib pointed out to the Queen the fpot, where, 
after ifluing from the caverns, he was afhfted 
by the daughters of the fea. Ihe tender-hearta 
ed Dorathil-goafe fhuddered at the idea of 
that horrible abode, which was excited by the 
fituation of her lover. 

When they were above Caucafus, he fhewed 
her a part of the defarts they had gone over. 

« [I am glad,” fatd he, <€ tisat my lover fees 
at what price I purchafe my happinefs. lt 
is fo great that it makes me forget all it has 
coft me.” 

Mean while the aerial vehicle paffed over the 
top of Caucafus. '[he roch which carried it 
lowered its flight, and defcended at the entrance 
of Il-habouls cave. 'lhat good genius had 
been apprifed that an objećt was perceived in. 


the air, which appeared ta move towards him. 


Indeed, whom elfe could one vifit, in a fpot fo 
impracticable and uninhabitable to men ? 

A prominent rock covered the entrance. 
According to his cultom, he perfumed the 
air with inchanted vapour, in order to 

„make 
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make it lofe the extreme coldnefs -of thefe 
frozen climates. One of his mefiengers foon 
informed him, that Habib and Dorathil-goafe 
were the guefts whom he was to receive, and 
acquainted him with the re-union of the two 
lovers. 

He prefented himfelf before the Queen, 
afiifted her in alighting from her roch, 
prefled Habib's hand in a friendly manner, ex- 
prefled to the prince Lal-ilfha, and to his wife, 
the fatisfaćtion he felt on feeing them, and 
condućted them into the innermoft apartment 
of his manfion, and fet them down to a table, 
already prepared for them. 

The roch, produced upon Mount Caucafus 
itfelf, was'no ftranger there. Il-haboul foon 
got intelligence of the moft important circum- 
ftances of his young pupils .fuccefsful expedi- 
tion againft the rebel genii. He already knew 
the moft part of. them. For fome time paft, 
'the gates of his. cave looking towards the fea 
had been continually open, in order to receive 
prifoners, : fent in the name of Habib. The 
guilty.Abarikaff, and all the rebel -chiefs, were 
„of, the number. 

*" When he had learned of his guefts what was 
moft important for him to know, and when he 
kad enjoyed with them the fweets of friend- 


(hip and confidence, after condućting Dora- 
c thil- 
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thil.goafe and the Lady with the beautiful hair 
into a place properly furnifhed for their recep- 
tion, he took Habib and Dal-ilfha alide, and 
addrefłed the former as follows : 

My dear pupil, for I.fhall hereafter honour 
myfelf with the name of your governor ; you 
have hitherto fulfiiled your nobłe and laboriouś 
deftiny. It remains for you now only to fatisfy 
the duties and wifhes of nature. 'There is avery 
diftrefling part-.of your hiftory, which you mufł 
now hear. 

Habib exprefled aftoniinment and uneaf- 
nefs: <<Continue,” faid the<Gerie, *«* to fhew 
yourfelf worthy of Dorathil-goafe, of the 
Great Salamis, your father, of the favours of 
heaven, of the particular protection óf the pro- 
phet Solomon. Arm your foul with frefh cou- 
rage. Fortify it againft the excefs of fenfbili- 
ty. He alone can refift and overcome misfor= 
tune who bears it with unfhaken fortitude. 

After this preamble, 1l-Flaboul informed his 
pupil of the report which the twenty Knights 
had made to Salamis, at their return ; of the 
defpair of that tender and virtuous father upon 
hearing of the death of his fon, the only ob- | 
jećt which rendered life defireable to him. — 

*That Prince's grief had been fo violent, that 
his eyes had been changed into two rivers of 

VoL. IV. B - teaTrgy 


LĄ ARABIAN TALES. 


tears, whofe acrimony had deprived him of 
his fight. 

Become incapable by this lofs, of awing them, 
as ufual, by his fkill, his activity, his refources, 
and courage, a tribe which had been formerly 
fubdued by his arms, had erected the fłandard of 
rebellion againft him, and had engaged others 
to efpoufe their quarrel. 'Uhofe who remained 
faithful had already: loft feveral battles, and, 
af he were not relieved inftantly, he would be 
in danger of falhng into the power of his ene- 
mies. 


At this recital of Il-Flaboul, a change took 


place in the foul of Habib, which was the feat 
of the moft vehement as well. as the nobleft 
pafhons, but he had .been previoufly armed a- 
gainft them. 

«« Give me advice, my dear tutelary Genie, 
and you fhall fee thaćI know my duty.” « My 
advice, replied Il-FHaboul, is this.: 

«« You have the means of failing. Set fail 
inftantly for Arabia. Your fathers eye- 
fight is obfcured, but his eyes are not de- 
ftroyed. The remedy which will cure them 
„ought to be applied by the hand which has 
„been the caufe of his malady, that of Dora- 
'thil-goafe. 

«« The fecret ofit lies in the treafures of 50- 
Jomon, 
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łomon, and you ought to go and feek for it 
there. Accefs to them, with refpećt to 
you, is attended with neither. dificulty nor 
danger. You have the key at hand. It is the 
word written upon the talifman ; befides, the. 
Prophevrs workman has every privilege with 
him.” 2” aż | 

« But,” aid Habib, «if I and my wife depart, 
what will become of Dal-ilfha and his? Could 
they follow us, fince they are fo neceflary in: 
their fłates; and who will put an end to the 
uneafinefs which our abfence will caufe in' 
mine ? 

«« When you were advancing with fo much: 
difhculty towards Caucafus,t how, my dear Ha-. 
bib, did I fend you afhftance ? "The fame means 
are in my power to condućt to the Green Ifle 
the Lady with the beautiful hair, and her huf- 
band. The fame fłave of the Prophet who fhall 
condućt them on the roch, will communicate: 
intelligence of *you to II-Habous-hatrous, your 
grandfather, and to your viziers, and you fhall 
proceed with fafety on your way to Arabia. 

«« | cannot accompany you thitker. My. 
bufinefs detains me here, the more as my em= 
ployments have been more than doubled fince. 
your expeditions commenced. It was impof- 
fible for me likewife to allay the anxieties of: 

D2 your 
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your virtuous father, by giving him intelligencś 
ef you. 

« Since you wifh to regulate your condućt 
by my advice, you fhall not go down to your 
śather's territories. You fhall carry your wife 
to our little afylum in the mountain. As there 
is nothing there to attraćt refearch, it was re- 
garded during the troubles occafioned by the: 
rebellion. "The furniture which Dorathil.. 
 goafe carries along with her, will ferve there 
tor her accommodation; and give yourfelf noun- 
calinefs with regard to the manner in which 
the little daughterof a Genie can live in'a fpot 
where there is fifh, game, and fruits.” 

« You will be obliged,*” added the Genie, 
« on Entering Solomon's treafury, to hang up to. 
a trophy, the fcymitar with which you were a1- 
łowed to fight againft his enemies. It is not a 
common. fword of battle ; and you do not wifh. 
to take any advantage over your antagonifts, ex- 
cept that which cares, experience, and 
ftrength, aequired by toil and courage, be= 
ftow. 

But you fhal not go to the camp without 
arms. It appears you fhall have a battle, and 
I will give you two compleat. fuits of armour, 
in the Parthian ftyle, like that which. I wore 
when I prefented myfelf at the entrenchments 
af your camp. orle harnafs and barbs 

fhall. 
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fhall be added, and you may ufe them as your 
prudence fhall fuggeft.” 

« T)ear Il-Haboul,” faid Habib, «« I feel the 

ftrongeft emotions ; my life depends upon the 
moment when I fhall bring aihftance to my 
father. Open to me for once the gate which 
leads me to the talifman, who will let me fee 
the author of all my joys. One moment's de- 
lay is an enormous burden upon my heart; and 
I doubt not my dear TWWRCEME fympa- 
thifes with my emotion. 
No doubt the charming Queen muft have 
been very much difpofed to enter into the views. 
of a hufband, all whofe affećtions fhe fhared. 
Preparation was-made for the voyage. 

Habib went down into the cave, where the 
arms of dolomon were depofited. None of- 
fered to difpute his entering. When he ap- 
proaches the trophy, in order to fix to it the 
fcymitar, he obferved, upon the vizier of a head 
piece, two fłat opal ftones, refembling in big- 
nefs the eyes of a man, bound together by a 
thread of gold. '[hey fhone with a bril- 
liant luftre. He confidered them to be the ta- 
lifman mentioned to him, took them up, and 
retired, mortified that he could not remain 
longer in a płace where he could derive fo - 
much inftrućtion. But the fentiments of fi- 
lial affeGtion extinguifhed in him every other: 
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18 ' ARABIAN TALES. 


paflion, and he only waited the departure of 
Da!l-ilfha and his wife to fły where his. affec- 
tion and duty called him. 

Another circumftance affećted him: He 
had left the daughters of the fea in the White 
Iile ; he made the hufband and his wife engage- 
to ftop there, and take them along. 

Next morning the two rochs mounted into: 
the air, and took contrary routes. 

"Towards the evening of the third day, the: 
children of Salamis could: difcover his tents.. 
The bird which carried them aliyhted at the 
fence which barred the entrance of the refreat 
frequented by Habib and Il-Haboul. 

The happy couple entered. "The Genie who 
conducted the roch relieved the animal of its- 
burden, and left it to be led by inftinćt to feek 
its food. Habib and Dorathil-goafe refolve to 
wait the break of day ; and, as foon as it ap- 
peared, he prepared to avail himfelf of it. 

Habib muft enter into his father's tents un- 
known, and fave him and XYamira from the 
danger of a too hafty difcovery. Immediately 
be prepares his difguife. 

He found, by chance, among his lumber, 
a pair of old fippers, which ferved him to 
work in. '[hele were his fhoes. | 

bie covered his fhoulders with a goat fkin, 

and 
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and faftened another round his middle. 'Thefe' , 


ferved him for cloathing. 

He rubbed his face and neck over with a 
deep yellow ftuff, which hid his complexion ; 
frizzled his hair and beard, and,. with a dag 
ger at his belt, and a ftick in his hand, 
with a little bafket fułl of fruit, he paf- 
fed the barriers, and arrived at the gate of.the. 
tent in which his.mother's flaves lived. 

He found there a large and convenient ftone, 
and, with his bafket between his legs, he fat 
down to reft upon it, and even pretended ta 
fleep. 

Several flaves pafled, but he faw- not the one 
u whom he was to confide. At length 
fhe appeared. He called her by name, for 
fhe had 'been his governefs. << Źooks!. do 
you know me, young man?” faid the old 
woman ;. '« Yes, replied. Habib ; and if you 
will come with me behind this great tree, I 
will tell you aftory which will highly entertain 
our mafters. Put my bafket into your tent, 
and if you be not fatished with. what I fhall 
tell you, both it and the fruits (hal be yours. 

"The flave, more curious than greedy, took 
the fruits, and went behind the tree, which 
almoft touched the back of the tent, and con» 
cealed the interview, fhe was now to have 

with 
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with him. <* Come, fpeak,” faid fhe, ** whats 
have you to fay to me?” 

_ « Affure me that, if what I tell you gives: 
you very great pleafure, you will not exclaim, 
nor make the leaft note.” 

« '[hink on the juggler!” faid the old wo- 
man. <« Thou -muft be very eloquent! "EFhis. 
does not appear from thy mantle nor thy 
fhocs. FHlaft thou then made many ladies cry 
- out by only fpeaking to them !” 

«« No, my dear good lady, if you don't be 
on your guard, you will be the firft.” 

« But,” fays the old woman, < onły look. 
at the vagrant fellow with his bafket of plumbs, . 
who calls me his good lady, and yet does not: 
provoke me!. Have done, will you? and 
give me this mighty pleafure which I wait: 
for.” 

«« You love the poor man Habib very much, . 
don't you ?*—And you come here to make me 
weep ?—On the contrary, if you love him,. 
«comfort yourfelf,—He lives.” 

In faying that, he held her, and prevented 
her from crying out. 

« Hufh! hufh!” faia he, < my good lady, 
and make not the leaft noife. I myfelf am 
Habib. I will fhew you the fign which is on 
my neck, and that which was on my breaft ; 

and 
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ańd E will fing you the little fong wkich E 
made for you. 

« How ! does tłie found of his voice pene- 
trate me?” faid. the old woman ; and Har 
bib fhut her mouth with his hand. 

c "Take care, you will make a mother die- 


- with furprife ; I come to deliver my father from 


the hands of his. enemies, and you. will p 
me fail in my defign, if they know who I am.” 

« Hufh! hufh! command yourfelf, in the 
name of God, my good governefs ; fhew me a 
tent where I may conceal myfelf. If I cannot 
enter by the gate, I fhall creep under the wall; 
and I will fhew you: how to behave, that the 
news of my return, which you will report, 
may not occafion any revolution, and may be 
kept fecret among us four, which is requifite 
for the fafety of us all.” 

The good flave had almoft been fuffocated:; 
kowever, fhe could not fpeak more, for fhe' 
wept.. 'Ehere was no perfon in her tent, and 
fhe brought her pupil into it. There, after he 
had given her inftrućtions with regard to the 
manner in which fhe ought to inform his mo- 
ther, he endeavoured to find-'out a method of 
remaining concealed, and his good governefs 
went to watcli the moment of opportunity. to 
fpeak to XYamira, who fcarcely ever left Sa- 
łamis. 


Z 


Habib: 
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Habib remained alone, and jnduiged the 
moft forrowful reflećlions upon comparing the. 
formidable condition of his father's camp in. 
former times, with that in which he had now 
found it. | 

Single barriers no longer furrounded it, but 
entrenched palifados ; and if any military pre-- 
parations are making at all, in that part which. 
he crofied, they were only for a defenfive war.. 

It is inpofhble to imagine the hero's impa- 
tience to embrace his father and mother, com-- 
fort them, to reftore fight to the refpećtable 
author of his life, and to come to blows with: 
the ungrateful cowards who had taken advan-. 
tage of the infirmity of their fovereign, to re- 
'volt, and even to endanger his abesty by their- 
extravagance. 

Happily, to interrupt thefe diftrefling : 
thoughts, the good governef5$ muft foon return. 

Sleep had, for fome time, fhiut the eyes 
the Emir, and Yamira had retired into her own 
tent to enjoy refrefhment and repofe. The: 
governefs followed, and fhut herfelf up: 
with her. <* Madam,” faid fhe, < you have 
much confidence in my dreams. [I have had 
mournful ones fer a long time paft, and unfor> 
tunately they were true ; but that which I am 
going to relate to you.has filled me with con- . 
folation and hope. 


« "The: 


when and where dreamed you this dream 
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<« '[he twenty Knights who had accompa- 


'nied our child into the defart were cowardsg 


and afterwardsliars. Qur dear Habib is alive. 


He is well. I have kifled the marks which he 


has upon his breaft, and upon his arm.” 
«« And when you dreamed you kifled thefe 


"marks can that fignify the Knights were liars, 
and our child alive” 


«« Oh! madam,” replied the old woman, 
«« I leaned upon him; he locked me to hie 
heart, which beat hard. It was not the heart 
of one dead, Madam, I aflure you. —« But 
2 
«« Juft now, Madam ; but take this draught of 
frefh water ; I wiil tell you more of it.” 

Yamira had the complaifance to drink. 
«« Well,” faid the old woman, < Ido not hefi- 
tate now to fpeak to you more clearly. Don't 


die for joy. 


«« I did not dream. I faw and tenderly 


embraced our very Habib. le arrived at this 


houfe, which he calls his little retreat ; and, fee 


'the bafket of plumbs he has brought me. He 


entered the camp underthe appearance of a poor 
man, and his face was bedaubed with earth. 
Ile does not wifh to difcover himfelf to any 
perfon but his father and us. That is very 
eflential to the intereft of his father; you 

know. 
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know our Habib is wife, and what he fays 
fhould be done.” 

In fpite of the glafs of "water Yamira was 
much affećted. She caft her eyes upon the 
bafket which contained the fruit, and could 
orily cry, < See plumbs from his garden !” 

"Then the governefs diffufed fome eflences. 
c« Recover yourfelf, Madam,” faid fhe, <* a great 
happinefs is about to follow, to recompenfe all 
our forrows. My Habib defired me to look this 
night at the fky, with the greateft attention, 
for I fhould not'fee a ftar which was not in 
our favour. 

«« But where is he ?” faid Y amira, fomewhat 
recovered. << [In my tent, behiid that large 
twig bafket, which came full of-Chiraz-ftufis. 
'[ake courage ; recover yourfelf, Madam. 
Come, fee where he is. We will -fhut our= 
felves in with him 3; we will comb his locks, 
and wafh his face; and 'I am much deceived 
if' we do.not find him more handfome than 
. €ver." | 
"Yamira made an effort which fupported her 
to the tent of the governefs. 'There, after 
precautions againft furprife and alarm, the 
bafket was removed, and Habib fell at the 
feet of his mother, who was feated upon the 
'bed of the governefs. | 
| „Recourfe 
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Recourfe muft be had to eflcnces again, ix 
order to recover both mother and fon from 
their common fwoon. 

At łength they revived in each other's arms. 
« Oh! my dear Habib,” faid Yamira, ** what 
favour of Heaven has reftored you to us?” 

« She, Madam, who was promifed to me 
by the ftars. You :fee before you the happy 
hufband of Dorathilk-goafe, the King of the 
Seven Seas, tkRe unworthy inftrument of the 
great Solomon, the conqueror oi the enemies 
of (God, and of his.prephets; but who would 
be miferable amidft all that fortune, if hedid not 
bring with him the phyficianwnich can inftantly 
reftore fight to his father.”--* Sight to my dear 
Salamis !” cried Yamira. **' Yes, Madam,” an- 
śwered Habib, and that phyfician is—my fpoufe. 
Sheherfelf,commifhoned by the decrees of He 
ven to efłećt infallibly, this marvellous cure.” 

<< Your fpoufe !” exclaumed Y-amira, ** where 
is fhe?” <« In my garden hut; fhe waite 
there for an Arabian drefs. Provide two of 
them, under which fhe may difguife her fex, 
and I may be unknowa. 

«« We propofe, Madam, to introduce to my 
'father, in the eye of the whole camp, an Ara- 
bian phyfician, and his flave. Give orders te 
one of Emir's grooms, whofe difcretion you 
can moft depend upon, to follow me with three 

VOL. IV. "Es mules 
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mules to my little retreat, where I am gong 
immediately, that he may open thc gates on 
our return. 

«« Announce to the flaves that you have 
fent to call a phyfician, and that a tent mulft 
be prepared for his lodging. We will arrive 
sat fun-fet, and you nced engage only the go- 
vernefs in our fervice. 

« '[hus far, Madam, prepare my father, by 
fome ftory which may elevate his fpirits on my 
account. |Infpire him with confidence in a 
fkillful man, who needs only to fec his eyes, 
and apply his fingers gently to them, in order 


immediately to reitore his fight. I fhall not, 


if poflible, make myfelf known to him till after 
the operation.” 

Habib's propofal was executed ; and lie went 
„off to his retreat, going before his father's 
groom, without fpeaking to him. 

When they approached the pales, he called 
the groom by name, who was ftruck with the 
found of his voice. 

« J)on't be aftoniihed,” faid he, << I have 
fpoken with the voice of Habib, becaufe I am 
he. You will fee, when you are entering, fome- 
thing which will furprize you ftill more, the 
Queen, my fpoufe. Prepare yourfelf for what 
we fhall appoint in favour of your Emir, my 
Father.” 

qThe 
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The groom thought he was dreaming ; but 
the bufinefs with which he was charged foon 
convinced him of the contrary. 

Habib put upon two mules arms and riding- 
furniture, which he got from H-Haboul. He 
and Dorathil-goale put on. their difguife. 

The young phyfician was mounted upon the 
beit mule. His flave, on foot, condućted one 
of the mules; the groom the other. 

Ths arms were covered with the fkins of 
kons and tygers, waich were lying in the hut;. 
and the littie troop arrived at the camp about 
the twilight, and were admitted. 

Mean while, XYamira and the Governefs 
were attending Balamis, who had now awoke. 
Jhey accofted him in a tone lefs melancholy 
than ufual. The good Emir appeared fatisfied. 

«« J]eaven,” faid he, <* has humbled me. I 
was too much elated by its benefits, and it has 
withdrawn them, that I may know my infig= 
nificance. I błefs it, my dear Yamira! fince 
I fee you are as refigned as I am. 

« [Though bereaved of my glory and my 
power, and of my fight, I will brave that. 
ilavery which threatens me, fince you will aid. 
me in fupporting ir. My cowardly enemies 
fear not my lance, but they will fear that of 
the great Prophet, and we fhall be revenged. 

Cz He 
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Hle will unite us to our Elabib; and we flrali 
be happy.” 

« Oh!” faid the Governefs, ** after the 
dream which Madam and I have dreamed, I 
am certain we fhall fee our Habib.” 

«« What dream !” faid Salamis. << Who ever 
heard of a dream of two perfons 7” 

Ne both dreamed, however, and each 
of us the fame dream. We faw Habib : He was 
handfome ; he was a King. He had a Queen, 
beautiful as the Houris.— He loved his father 
and us with a!ł the native tendernefs of his 
lcart 5 and he intended to come hither and let 
ds fce him, and „9 «€ See him!” cried Sa- 
łamis, *£ that wiil net APR on earth. My 
cyes are fhut—for ever.” 





« You fhall be, perhaps, sd deccived 
in this refpećt,” replied the Governefs. << They 
fpeak of an excellent phyfician. IE the apple 
of the eye be entire ne reftores fight in a mo- 
ment, and tiat too, wiihout occalfioning 
pain.” 

«« I have been but too much the dupe of 
quacks and PDECT « ahis man is nei- 
ther. Ha oficrs to pledye a tnoufand pieces of 
gold, before he undertakes it. If he do not 
fucceed, and occafions the leaft pain, he will 

"a money.”  «£ Let him płedge tlen,” faid 
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. wifh to gain the thoufand pieces 
aż 


x 


+ z nA * 


z | - — KK m wn no NN —— | zn | 


p NN. A on AE Ct, | 


ARABIAN TALES, 29 


ef gold for thofe of my poor fubjećts who 
bave been robbed of their flocks. It will only 
coft me a little patience. 'Ihe fellow fhall 
fuiler for his'villainy.” 

'Fhat compliance on the part of Salamis was 
ail that Yamira could procure. Flabib and 
Dorathil-goafe arrived. When they were in- 
troduced into tine limir's apartment, the groom 
depofited the arms covered with the fkins. 

'The operation on the Emir's eyes was now 
to be performed ; but the curious were difap- 
pointed, and removed. A fupper was order- 
ed to be prepared, which the Governefs alone 
muft wait upon ; and the groom was appointed 
to guard the gate of the tent, to prevent any 
perfon from coming in. 

Yamira announced the phyfician to her huf- 
band, and, at the fame time, put into his hand, 
a purfe full of gold. 4 

« Weigh that, Emir,” faid fhe. <* See it 
the ftipulation of the phyfician be fuflicient 
to cure you, and prepare to difpofe of the 
gold, in cafe the operation fhould fail. 

« Dut as you are Sovereign, he reckons. 
your life fhould not be endangered on fuch low 
terms ; and, to imftitute a fort of proportion, 
he begs you wijl allow: him to pledge his 
head.” 
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«« My dear Yamira,” faid Salamis, *ć do rot 
you make me dream, as you and the Go- 
vernefs have fo often done ? Is not this three 
perfons dreaming ©” 

« [I hope, my dear Emir, that there wilł 
soon be five perfons dreaming, and the mofż 
charming, and the leaft deception we can 
make—but here comes the phyfician.” 

« Come hither ?” faid Emir. < Are you 
certain you can cure me?” «As certain as I 
am of my exiftence.” << You have the voice 
of an angel, and mot of a phyfician. FHlave 
you brought me a favour from Heaven? I did 
not expećt any from it, and I expećł none but 
from it.” € You miftłake concerning my ef- 
ience s but you explain my commiflion.” «1 
know not, but your words enchant me, and in- 
fpire me with hope. Look at my eyes. « E 
fee them. Allow me to touch them, and ap- 
ply my thumbs to them. —ć I feel an a- 
greeable warmth.—-QOh ! what a fine fenfation ! 
lt produces a kind of fwimming in my brain, 
and vibrates through all my nerves. Methinks 
my whole body 1s animated afrefh. —— 

« The operation, it fhould feem, is finifhed. 
Open youreyes, Sir: 'Fhe rays of the fun will 
burt them lefs than before.” | 

«« fleavens |—]I fee,” cried the good Emir; 
and, before he looked at any thing, he ftruck 

his 
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his forchead on the ground, in order tosreturn 
thanks. 

He rofe, after he had prayed : « Where is 
my phyfician,” faid he, in a tranfport of joy 
and gratitude. << Where is the mefienger of 
God 1” —€I am he. —« Celeftial vifitant !” 
—« No celeftial am I. Oh! my virtuous father ! 
I am Dorathil-goafe, your daughter, to whom 
Fortune has facrificed you. Iam the fpoufe 
of your dear Flabib.*—' Of Habib: Come 
hither. Support me,—Yamira! My fon is - 
mar is alive—is marrićd. Where is my 
fon?” << Atyour feet,” cried Habib, throw- 
mg bimfelf down. <'Qh, Heaven!” cried 
Habib, <« I feelthou haft given me ftrength, 
but I have heed of much to fupport my hap- 
pinefs ;” and he remained almoft lifelefs in the 
arms of the young fpoufes. 

But this was only a momentary fufpenfion. 
It opened the fluices of two torrents of tears, 
which were ready to burft from his eyes. 

'Thefe mixed with the tears of his children, 
and with thofe o£ Yamira, his wifes and the 
old GGovernefs, traniported with affećtion, 
hoped to add her tribute of tears. 

Nature maintained her rights ; and affećtion 


fufpended, for a long time, the movements of 
curtofity. 
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At length Yamira recoliećted that fhe muft 
take fome nouriihment, and the governefs, as 
fhe was directed, waited on the table. 

4 he father wasat the head, between histwo 
chidren, and Yamira oppolite to him, enjoy- 
ing a groupe, formed by the re-union of the 
objećts of her aiłećtton: fo completely happy. 

Iler refpiratton had been long checked by 


izhs. Her mouth opcned only to utter com- 


platnts. Her heart had been plunged in bit- 
ter forrow, and her mind tormented by fear. 


he tears which fhe fhed were wafting, and: 


fhe was dead to every fort of pleafure, while 
fhe lived only to feel the ftings of grief. Mif- 
fortune feemed to mark all her fteps. 

All was changed in an inftant; and the flood 
of tears which fhe fhed was turned into deli- 
cate joy. An inward enthufiafm feized her, 
though her lips did not exprefs it. 

«« Open thvfelf to pleafure, O my heart! It 
is no longer time to fhut thyfelf agatnft impref- 
fions which thou muft reńit. Open, this in- 
- ftant, and furniih abundance of tears. 

«« When every tear I fhed was accompanied 


with a cry of grief, did I then think I fhould,,, 


one day, find fo much pleafure in tears?” 
O Laughter! thou art-a deceiver, thou 
knoweft not how to paint the happinefs of the 
foul, 
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foul, thou can ft claim no kindred to its fenfi- 
bility. i 

«« Go mark the foolifh joy upon the counte- 
nance of thofe inanimates who court it; but 
get thee gone from thofe who can tafte the 
fweet luxury of tears. 

« Dorathil-goafe ! Habib! Ah! How beau- 
tiful are yours ! How they honour the celeftiał 
forms of your countenances !” 

Y amira would have continued her verfes— 
for the fatisfaćtion fhe felt recalled the fenti- 
ments of her youth—but the groupe which 
was before her was now feparated. 

The repaft was fhort. 'The governefs had 
retired. And it was ttme Salamis fhould learn 
from his fon himfelf, how Heaven had reftored 
him to his father. | 

[he youthful hero related his hiftory from 
the moment he departed, and fet out for Cauca» 
fus. He defcribed the condućt of the twenty 
knights, till they abandoned him in the defart, 
ex pofed to the coldnefs of the climate, to hung- 
er and thirft, and to the ferocity of wild beafts. 

He gave an ingenuous account of his travels, 
even of his own unpardonable fault, as he 
termed it, in the caves which he was obl'yed 
to pafs, and likewife its confequences.. 

He proceeded to mentiu: his interview, 
which doubtlefs had been predeflinated, with 
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the daughters of the fea, whofe affiftance 
had aleviated all his toils, and in fome fort 
faved his life. ł 

In fhort, he defcribed the happinefs he had 
enjoyed, till tte moment that fortune had re= 
united him to his dear Dorathil-goafe. 


„He told the circumftances, which leading: 


him to Caucafus, had given him an opportu- 
nity of hearing from H-Hlaboul, the misfortune 
and extremity to which his father and his mo- 
ter and his tribe were reduced, and his fudden. 
departure to Arabia. 

Salamis heard all without interrupting him z 
but as foon as he had ended, «* Do you not 
ntend,” faid he, * to take vengeance upon the 


cowardly knights, who had refolved to complete: 


your deflrućtion. 
«c Father,” replied Habib, « I believe that 


would be in vain. I leave them to their re-. 


morfe, and the vengeance of Heaven. Such 
monfters are too much below me, to make me 
hazard myfelf in the attempt.” 

«« What you fay is magnanimous,” replied 
Salamis. << You think like a hero, but you fhould 
likewife think like a king. 


«c Born avenger of guilt, villains deferve no. 


zndulgence. 
« Muft I fay it? Since their infamous trea= 
fon ;, 
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fon, their cowardice has been the defolation 
of our tribe ; and there is none who d are oppofe 
the enemy. 

« They are fullied by a thoufand aćts of in- 
juftice : the crime which they committed a- 
gainft you and me remains, reigns in their 
hearts, and you expofe the tribe to danger in 
fuffering them to live. 

«« Befides, fince you are to appear, their fe- 
lony will be manifeft, and you muft facriiice 
them to the law. 

« I might add, did I not know how much you 
are above fear, that they will be very danger- 
ous enemies to us.” 

" Habib was convinced, and begged his father 


to inftrućt him in the particulars of the revo- 


lution which had taken place in Arabia, and 
which 11-Haboul had only announced to him, 
and whofe difmal effećts he had alfo perceived. 

«« O my fon,” repłied the virtuous Emir, 
«« I wifh to punifh the monfters, whofe ex- 
iftence is defłrućtive to humanity; and though 
I force you to do violence to your character, 
in order to fecure to your fubjećts, how dif- 
agreeable it is to me to lay before you their 
fhocking picture, to banifh from your heart the 
fentiment of benevolence towards them, which 
ought ever to animate the breaft of a Mufłel- 
man !” 


- 
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« When my eyes were deprived of fight, 
and the Arabians could no longer triumph with 
me, and by my means, I was only a nuifance 
upon the earth. [he Emirs who were [fubjećt to 
me forgot that they owed to me their elevation ; 
and they all deferted me. They quarrelled 
among themfelves, and defpifed even my 
countels. 

« "They accomplifhed under me, by my 
condućt and courage, the fubjećtion of the 
numerous and formidable trrbe of Kleb, aH 
compofed of infidels, worihippers of the fun 
and ftars. We were obliged to reduce them 


to flavery, in fubjećting them to a tribute, 


which they fupport with relućtance. 

« "There arofe among them a warrior named 
Zir, a man of'a gigantic fize, of extraordinary 
firength, ambitious, faćtious, enterprizing, and 
cruel. | | 
« fle excited his friends to revolt. They 
took up arms ; and while the Emirs were 
idly difputing the honours of command, he 
vanquifhed them, difperfed them, and drove 
away their flocks. IThofe whom he has not yet 
entirely fubdued, are wandering in the fur= 
rounding defarts. 

«« I)elivered from enemies, who could dif- 
turb him, the formidable Zir has befieged my 
| camp; 
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camp, in order to accomplifh the moft impor- 
tant part of his projećt. 

« "The tribeof Benihelal, from whom our Ho 
ly Prophet derives the moft eflential fervices, 18 
moft odious to the infidels 3 Zir wifhes to reduce 
it tothat flavery from wńich he has frecd his 
own, and to extirpate every branch of it. 

«« Hitherto, the favourabie fituation of our 
camp, fituated between two iteep hills, the dif- 
cipline which I have maintained, the means 
which I have ufzd, in order to render attacks 
difhcult, and furprifes impraćticable, have all 
retarded our defeat : but we are now daily con- 
fuming ourfelves, and the remains of our flocks 
can fcarcely fubfft around us. 

Unlefs you had arrived, and Heaven inter- 
pofed to reftore you, we had been either flain, 
or been the moft miferable flaves. 

"Though the enemy, who know our fituation, 
do not endeavour to ftorm us in Our camp, 
they every day prefent themfelves at our bar- 
riers, and upbraid, by challenges, the cowar- 
dice of our warriors. None of my men dare 
repel their infults. It fhould feem, the tribe of 
Benihelal is compofed of women and children.” 

That recital was cutting to the heart of Fa- 
bib. His father abandoned ; his tribe degrad- 
ed, were ideas which he could not fupport; 
but the fhocking abufe which the chief of the 
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tribe of Kleb committed, filled him with rage. 

« O myfather,” faid he, «« I hope that the 
firft rays of the fun, will fee the commence- 
ment of our vengeance. 

« Under thefe tyger-fkins which attracted 
your attention, there are fuits of armour of un- 
common form, which were given me by II-Ha- 
boul at my vifit to Caucafus. Your groom 
will get ready a war-horfe, and I wiil go to 
the barrier, and accept the defiance of thefe in- 
folent men, if they prefent themfelves. If they 
do not, I will go to the tents of Źir and chal- 
lenge himfelf.” 

« What will become of Salamiś,” cried the 
generous old man, if he do not accompany his 
fon ia fo noble an enterprife ! Here are two 
fuits of arms under the goat-fkins!|—-Is this 
-one here for my wife or your's? Is there an 
Arabian worthy to put it on, or able to wield 
this lance ?” 

At the fame time he brandifhed his lance 
in the air, in a manner that infpired terror. 
Notwithftanding its enormous weight, it was 
like a reed in the hand of a boy. <* Oh! Ma- 
homet!” faid he, * thou haft reftored two 
chiefs to thy beloved tribe ! What acceflion of 
power and valour !* 

Yamira and Dorathil-goafe, inftead of giving 
themielves up to tears, were delighted to fee 
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their fpoufes aflift each other in putting on 
their arms, and making trial of their weight 
and temper. 

When they were clad in the armour, they 
embrąced each other. ** Thou waft once my 
fon,” faid Salamis, ** and I was thy father ;— 
Now we are brothers and rivals for honour. 

«« Why fhould we have to combat with flaves? 
Let us, however, reflećt that, in ferving our 
great prophet, we fhall have our glory connece 
ted with his.” 

Salamis called his groom : ** Take,” faid he, 
«< two of my befthorfes, harnefs them, and bring 
them to your tent: let them be ready at day- 
break ; for it is then we fhall mount them. 

«« God, you fee, has given me ftrength with 
my figbt. My fon and 1 will go to-morrow 
morning and accept the defiance of the faife 
knights of the army of Zir. 

« When we go outof your tent, follow us at 
fome diftance ; and, if any one afk you in the 
camp, who we are, it is, you may fay, two ftran= 
ger knights, who have come to offer their 
fervices to Salamis.” 

"The groom retired to execute thefe come 
mands, which, by means of the darknefs 
and repofe that rcigned in the camp, he ef- 
fećted without being obferved. 
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The guards of the Emir's tent faw two 
knights gó in and come out, conducted by a 
man who, they knew, belonged to Salamis, 
without taking any notice of it. 

At day-break the two warriors, in complete 
armour, havinq embraced their wives, went 
out unobferved. "They arrived at the groóm's 
tent, on horfeback, and waited within the bar- 
riers, that the champions of Zir might repeat 
their accuftomed bravados. | 

They waited not long. "There appeared fix, 
armed at all points, and followed by a fmall 
troop, which were, no doubt, attached to their 
fervice. (One of them difmounted, and addrefied 
the guard. | | 

« People of Arabia, are you fo foolifh as to 
remain here ignominioufly fhut up. like the 
cattle which you are confuming ? Do you in- 
tend to die here of hunger, with a blind man? 

<< [he chains which we offer you are honour- 
able. We defign them for the braveft people 
on earth, and, in fubmitting to them, you fhall 
have only a common lot. Receive them, and 
you fhall be a pillar of the throne of the mofł 
mighty Emir Zir, our glorious fovereign. 
Lcave an old impotent man, who can fhare 
with you only infirmity, want, and fhame. We 
will join you to. our tribe, and you fhall there 
forget the difyrace ef your own. What are 

you 
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fou doing with a man fo much deferted, to 
whom there 1s not left one fingle knight who 
is capable of encountering the weakeft of ours ? 

«« Slave thyfelf, and fon of a rebel flave !” 
faid Habib, * thou lieft ;” and, leaping from be- 
hind the palifade, he launched with all his 
ftrength, one of his gauntlets againft the vifor 
of his head-piece. 

<« See my pledge for battle,” faid Habib, 
«c dare to withftand, on foot or on horfeback, a 
knight of the great Emir Salamis.” 

Meanwhile, the gallant hufband of Dorathil- 
goafe overleaped the barrier, and clofed with 
his adverfary before he had time to mount or 
to take his fhield. 

Habib threw away his, o 0 every ad- 
vantage, and the combat inftantly Pegan; but 
it was foon decided. Every ftroke of the fon of 
Salamis penetrated the arnour of his antago= 
nift, who was ftretched dead at his feet, before 
the other knights of the tribe of Kieb could 
arrive, to bring relief to their champion. 

"The firft who came rufhed upon Habib, cone 
trary to the law of arms, in order to puth him 
down with his horfe. "The galiant fon ot Sa- 
lamis fuftained the fhock, gave him a mortal 
wound, and threw him to the ground. 

Salamis iflued from the barrier, encountered 
the third, and unhorfed him. His fon, to 
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whom the groom had brought his horfe, joined 
him, and they both rufhed againft the three re- 
maining warriors of the tribe of Kleb. 

They would have fłed, if they had not been 
awed by the prefence of their tribe. Terror, 
however, feized them. "They were thrown 
down ; and the tesrible blows which they re- 
ceived killed them. 

' Salamis and his fon went im again to the 
camp. Every knight in the tribe of Beni- 
helal prefled around them half armed. Joy, 
mixed with jęaloufy and fhame, appeared in 
the countenances of thefe difpirited warriors ; 
and they wifh to know who thefe two heroes 
were, who had gained over fix, a vićtory in 
their favopg, fo prompt, and on fuch unequal 
terms. 

The two heroes did not lift up the vifor of 
their head-pieces; but bowed refpećtfully te 
thofe who loaded them with encomiums. Nor 
did they fpeak. 'Fhe groom who fpoke for them 
faid no more, than that they were two gallant 
ftranger knights, who had come to offer their 
fervices to the Emir, into whofe houfe they 
begged to be introduced ; that they might be 
known to him, and acknowledged ashis friends. 

"The two heroes remounted their fteeds, and 
fet out for the tent of Salamis. '[he groom 
went before them, and entered firft, to an- 
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nounce them, and inftantly they were myfte- 
rioufly introduced. 

"They threw themfelves into the open arms. 
of Yamira and Dorathil-goafe. The iron 
which covered them feemed to foften, and to 
yield to the clofenefs and tendernefs of their 
embraces. 

A vićtoriouś knight is a ravifhing object to. 
his lady. How many titles did they add to thofe 
fweeteft and moft endearing of all carefies £ 
-Lhe two happy couples then yielded to love, 
which, when refined by virtue, never ap- 
proaches excefs. 

Their wives now ftripped off the armour of 
our heroes, and ferved them up a repaft, which 
they had need of. Salamis learned that the 
tent was furrounded with the curious of all 
ranks. He bade tell them, that having refted 
badly in the night, he had need of repofe. 
Meanwhile he gave orders to proclaim in the 
camp, that he would hołd a council of his 
knights before mid-day prayers. 

The report of the phyfician'%s arrival. was 
fpread abroad ; but the phyfician and his flave 
had both difappeared. It was thought that 
the Emir, not having confidence in the oper- 
ation which was propofed to him, had fternly 
difmified theman who hadoffered to attempt it. 
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On the other hand, every one afked at what 
time, and by what gate, the two Knights in 
complete armour, had entered a clofs camp, and 
penetrated to the Emir, without being obferv- 
ed by any one, even by the guard. 

While they conjećtured on thefe two circum- 
ftances, Salamis, Yamira, Habib, and Dora- 
thil-goafe, enjoyed the fweets of repofe, which 
they had much need of; and all who were to 
meet at the council prepared themfelves to fee 
the novelty which was there to be exhibited. 
None neglećted to appear at the hour appointed. 

Salamis received his Knights feated on his 
fopha. He covered his forehead, that he might 
conceal the fire which had lately reanimated 
his looks. 

As foon as they had all aflembled, and-had 
fat down, he fpake to them as follows : *«*« Emirs 
and Knights, who conftituted the glory of the 
tribe of Benihelal, before it had incurred the 
wrath of the great Prophet, I did not expect 
ever to be inftrućted in the caufe of this our 
great calamity, nor to fee the end of its afliQt- 
ing progrefs. 

«« Putting always my hope in God, I am re- 
figned to his will; and he has juft now let me 
know it.--- At the fame time, he has revealed to 
me the dreadful crime which fome of that tribe * 
have committed. They have provoked Heaven, 
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and drawn upon us the fcourges with which we 
have been chaftifed. 

« Q! Emirs, and above ail, ye Knights of 
Arabia, who liften to me ! you harbour amongft 
you falfe and cowardly hearts, fouls blacken- 
ed by the darkeft treachery, and the moft cri- 
minal of all felonies. 

ść From the moment they became guilty 
Mahomet turned away his face from us, Hea- 
ven changed, and the ftars became our ene- 
mies, and we were abandoned to infidels. 

c [, though innocent, yet as being your 
chief, was ftruck blind; infomuch that, being 
rendered incapable of aćtion, I faw my coun- 
fels defpifed. You are no longer confident of 
your ftrength, nor dare you face the enemy. 
You have become an objećt of ridicule to 
them. "Thofe who formerly always depended 
on their own efforts have felt their Courage 
fail, and fkulked behind the entrenchments. 

« 'Fhe tribes which were fubjećt to us have 
withdrawn themfelves, without being able to 
avoid the contagion of the misfortunes, drawn 
by the crime upon the tents of the Arabians. 
"Their enemies, as little courageous as we, but 
more imprudent ftill, divided among them- 
felves, have fuffered their brothers to fall by 
the fword of their revolted flaves; and thofe 
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fought, in the moft frightfuł defarts, the mifer- 
able refource of an ignoble fecurity. 

«« We, arrived almoft at the height of mis- 
fortune, have at length attraćted the looks of 
compafhion ; and Divine Jultice expeźts no more 
from us than the punifhment of guilt, which 
it infliićts with relućtance upon the innocent, 
in order to remit it to the enemy's camp. 

«« [Do you confent to deliver immediately to 
the punifhment which they deferve, thofe who 
are about to be convićted of having drawn up- 
on the faithful Muffulmans of Arabia the dread- 
ful misfortunes by which they have been defo= 
lated ?” 

"The Emir pronounced that fpeech with a tone 
of firmnefs and authority which they did not 
expect, in that ftate of abafement in which they 
fuppofed him to be. "[he affembly were afto= 
nifhed. Some looks were caft upon the ground, 
but an unanimous wifh was vifibly manifefted, 
that the korrible crime which Heaven purfued 
with vengeance fhould be inftantly punifhed, 
by the death of thofe who fhould be convićted 
of it. 

«« One wifhes for evidence,” faid the Emir. 
Then, rifing, he made Habib come out from 
behind the curtain which concealed him. 
«« Appear, my fon, and convićt the nineteen 
Knights here prefent of the falfenefs of the re- 
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ports which they made of your death to me, 
and to all the tribe.” 

Then addrefling the guilty Knights : «« Cow- 
ards, and cruel decelvers, dare to deny that, 
chofen from efteem, and appointed by me to 
guard and defend your Prince, adding guilt to 
pufilanimity, you refolved to abandon him, in 
order to fhelter yourfelves from fhame and our 
vengnance. You left him, after depriving him 
of every refource while he flept, and, taking 
away even his arms, you expofed him at once 
to hunger, to thirft, to the fury of the elements, 
and to the rage of ferocious beafts !” 

Habib prefented himfelf. "The Knights 
were thunderftruck. 

« Ye Knights,” continued Salamis, « of 
the tribe of Benihelal, the judgment and exe- 
cution of thefe criminals belong to you. It is 
your part to avenge the children of Mahomet 
upon thofe who have difhonoured his favourite 
tribe, and brought the rod of Heaven upon it 
and all the reft.” 

The guilty Knights fpoke not a word. In- 
deed, what could they have alieyed in their de- 
fence ? 

'They were inftantly furrounded, and bound 
in chains. Their armour was torn off them piece 
by piece. '[he executioners feized them, and led 
them out of the camp. Their heads were cut off 
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with a fabre, and their bodies given to the 
beafts of prey. 

Rabir had efcaped the infamy of this punifh- 
ment by death, foon after his return. 

The thought of the crime to which he had 
confented did not permit him to reft, and oc- 
cafioned his death, which, in any other view, 
one would confider as premature. 

After rendering to their Sovereigns the juf- 
tice which they could, the Knights were 
eager to teftify their joy upon the return of Ha- 
bib. 

While Salamis fpoke, the importance of his 
fpeech had arrefted their attention, and pre- 
vented them from remarking the fre which 
bęamed in his looks. 

At their return, Salamis addrefled them all 
one by one ; and they obferved, with furprife, 
that he had recovered his fight. < You muft 
have heard,” faid the Emir, <* of a phyfician 
who was introduced to me, by the grace of 
God-and his Prophet. His means were fuc- 
cefsful. But that is not the only favour we 
have received. 

«."[he vićtory which my fon and I gained 
this morning is the pledge of all thofe we are 
toexpećt. Valiant Arabians! no ftain of guilt 
is any longer upon you. Refume, with your 
former confidence in your forces, all your ac- 
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«uftomed bravery and ardour ; and prepare to 
march againft the tents of Zir. Iwifh to have 
with me only my Knights; my other warriors 
will remain, and take care of the fiocks, in the 
diftant paftures to which I wifh them to be con- 
dućted. The .camp too, muft be well guarded. 

« Let thofe of our tribes who are wander- 
ing in the defart be informed, that fear fhall 
dwell to-morrow in the tents of our enemics, 
and is about te be banifhed from the hsarts of 
all thofe who fhall repatw again te the ftandard 
of Salamis. | 

« [n the mean time, fince we have been able 
to re-unite formidable forces, which can itrike 
terror into our enemies, and fpare us the dif- 
trefs of a too bloody vićtory, let all the Ara- 
bians who continue to worfhip the true God 
rejoice, and make all the Arabians who wor- 
ihip the true God rejoice with me, if they can, 
on account of the favours which I have now 
received. 

« 'The returnof Habib, and the happinefs 
of recoverng my fight, are not the only fa. 
vours done me. It is the Queen of the Seven 
oeas which are at the extremity of the eaft.--- 
It is Dorathil-goafe, the wife whom the ftars 
have promifed to my fon, whom Fleaven has 
commiflioned to come, and reftore me the 
ftrength of my beft years, and the power of 
raifing towards the firmament of heaven my 
eyes, which were once darkened. 
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« Let this be refounded in al! the countries 
-fubjeGt to the laws of the Ałcoran, that thanks 
amay be rendered to Ged and his Prophet. 

« Let religious feftivals be every where ap- 
pointed. It is not the body but the foul which 
ought to rejoice at the return of our blifs, an- 
'nounced by fuch fingular favours and aftonifh- 
ing miracles. 

«« [et the tranfports of our gratitude break 
forth and re-echo through all the tents of 


ir, and fhake every heart that remains at- * 


tached to him.” 

Thankfgivings were unanimoufly and pub- 
Jicly rendered in all the camp of Salamis, 
with that folemnity and fplendour which they 
<«ould derive from his fituation. 

Dorathil-goafe received the homage of all 
the tribe of Benihelal, and the camp refound- 
ed with the acclamations which ufually attend 
feftivals and public rejoicings. 

"The camp of Salamis had the appearance of 
the greateft profperity, and the happy news 
"were fpread abroad, and drew thither, in fuc- 
ceffion, the Knights of the other tribes, whom 
misfortune had difperfed. 

Salami$ rejoice ed, and engaged Habib and 
his wife to receive them favourably. He him- 


felf prevented their apologies and confufion, 


in attributing to the chaftifement of 'Heaven 
the condućł which was purfued with refpećt 
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to him. In five days, the Emir faw himfelf 
furrounded by a numerous body of Knights, 
impatient to wipe off, by fates of valour, the 
fhame with which defećtion on the one hand, 
and inaćtivity on the other, had covered them. 

Zar could not be ignorant of that revolution»- 
The defeat of his fix warriors had prepared 
him for it.—Three of them remained dead on 
the field of battle. "Three were prifoners in 
the camp of Salamis, who communicated to 
their tribe the news which had reached their 
prifon, and Zir was ftruck with one aftonifh- 
ment after another, when he heard of the fud- 
den cure of Salamis, and the return of Habib. 
with a Queen whom he had married. He faw 
who were the two warriors who had fought 
with his Knights, and reproached himfelf with 
not being at the barriers of the enemy, to fuf- 
tain a fhock by which his friends had receieć 
fuch a calamity. 

The opinion which he entertained of himfelf. 
led him to think he would have come of vic- 
torious ; and he refolved to repair the honour 
of his arms, by giving a defiance to Salamis, at 
the head of his camp. | 

His Gfter Y emana, a wife and beautiful Prin- 
eefs, though fhe knew the uncommon ftrength 
and courage of her brother, was. not of his 
epinion. 
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« My brother,” faid fhe to him, * you view 
my opinion, perhaps, as the effećł of my at- 
tachment to principles different from yours.— 
Whatever be the ftrength of him whom 
we have fo long cailed the great Salamis, though 
I allowed fomcthing to Fortune, I fhould be- 
heve that you are able to make her balance in 
your favour ; but I aicribe much to the ftars. 

« 'Fheir malignant influences have crufhed 
the tnbe of Benilielal, which, with all thofe 
under his power, have been abandoned to you, 
and you have conquered them. 

« But, my brother, Ileaven changes, and 
the influence of the itars changes along with it. 

« One misfortune, and one happy event, are 


always followed by others, and we never feek. 


for the true caufe. 
«« Cenfider the happy events which, almoft 


to a prodigy, have been accumulated in favour. 


of our enemies, and think on the means of Te- 


paiing your fortune, and that of the tribe of 
Kleb, of which you alone are the true relour= 


ces, without hazarding your glory.” 

«« [ fhall think on thefe, my dear filter, 
when I have gained the vićtory over Salamis. 
His glory troubies me more than his power.— 
I faw him laid low; he has rfen from hrs 
athes. 

« jie has raifed up a fon, to put another ob- 
ftacle, if it be poflible, to the extent of my fame. 

« AJ 
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« All Arabia is too narrow for me; judge 
if I can fupport the idea of two rivals. My 
ffter, your ftars may take what direćtion they 
pleafe, but, if they be contrary to me, I will 
make them turn pałe with fear for the cham- 
pions which they fhall prefer to me.” 

While Yemana and her brother held this 
converfation, Emir Salamis, at the head of his 
vaflals, advanced towards the tents of the tribe. 
of Kleb, which were only three leagues dif- 
tant from his. 

They could foon go over that fpace. Zir;. 
who was warned of their approach, brought 
out near an equal number of warriqys; and the 
two armies were almoft within $. reach of 
arrows. | 

Zir, diftinguifhable by his fize, proudly pro- 
voked his prancing fteed, in the front of his 
fquadrons. Salamis wifhed to give the de- 
fiance, and combat him: <* No, my father,. 
no !” cried the young warrior.. << Heaven, by 
preferving and reftoring me, has committed to 
me the charge of avenging you.” 

« fou are too young, Habib,” faid that ten- 
der father. <* Your limbs have not yet acqui- 
red fuflicient ftrength to cope with a giant.” 

« Ah! galłant father!” faid Dorathil-goafe;. 
<«« can you doubt that the hero whom you 
have produced is not worthy of you ! Remain 
fatisfied with the glory which you have gain- 
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ed. Charge my Habib with your quarrel, and 
you fhall fee that no giant is a match for him.” 
Habib then quitted his Parthian lance, and 
took up an Arabian one, in order to: conform: 
to the manner in which his enemy was armed. 
He advanced at the ordinary ftep of his horfe ; 
and, hfting his vifor, he raifed tke fhout of 
defiance. | 
Zir advanced ; and, afluming a tone of irony, 
« You have,” faid he, <« a very fine voice-— 
Are you a lady ?”—« You fhall know,” an- 
fwered Flabib boldly. 
| « Ah, I know thee, my child. I have feen 
thee upon the knees of Yamira. 'Lhou hadft 
very mucHgracefulnefs. Thy father has not 
fent thee to fight with me; he muft know I 
love youth. Go tell him I wait for him, and 
that I never meafure my ftrength but with 
nien.” | 
« My father,” replied Habib, « is not ta 
hyht with a revolted flave. I learned, upon 
the knees of my mother, to defpife infolent 
perfons.” | 


« But, young man, I am about to make 


your mother.go into mourning a f(econd time ; 
and you ought to confder fhe will never quit 
jt. (Go, I fay, feck your father.” 

<< However vain he may be on account of 
his ancient triumphs, will not the trophy of 
| | SR 
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my. arms, if he can gain them, magnifcently 
enough adorn his tent ?” 

«« [ have told thee, flave, that my father 
cannot do thee the honeur to accept thy de= 
fiance. "Thou haft a thoufand times been led 
forth to battle, finging the vićtories which he has 
gained over people more valiant than. thou-art. 
'VThy defeat can add nothing to his glory. Pray 
take not the trouble to fend my mother a fuit 
of mourning. I. cannot fend fuch a prefent 
tothine. It is well known thou never couldft 
know who fhe was. But I promile an- ample 
one to thy fifłter, Yemana.” 

Prefumptuous !” faid Zir, pufhing forward 
on horfeback, << I have been a thoufand times 
led forth to battle, inging the vićtories of thy 
father ! The tribe of IKMleb was under flavery, 
and flaves are compelled to fing. Thy mother, 
thy adventurer, thy Queen found in ths defarts, 
fhall to-morrow fing mine. They fhall bear 
my chains, and bend at my will. I wi!l drench 
with their blood the fame earth which fhalł 
have drunk thine and thy father's.* Saying 
_ this, he drove his lance againft Habib. 

The young Prince perceived his aim. He 
made his horfe ftep quickly afide, and covered | 
himfelf immediately. The lance pafled him, 
and dropt at the diftance of thirty paces. 

Tlabib attacked Zir, and, elevating his 
lance : « Thou haft daredy” faid he, < to pro- 
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nounce the name of my mother and of my: 
wife. "Thou haft infulted them, as a coward: 
infułts the ladies. Thy fifter is very weak, 
and fhe will be ftill more fo after thy death,. 
which will give her every right to my compaf-. 


fion. 'Then, tapping him thrice upon the 


fhoulder with his lance : « Go,” faid he, « feek 
shy weapon where thy aukwardnefs has: made 


thee throw it. Couldft thou not have faften-. 


ed it to thy wrilł, fince thou launcheft fo much 
at random ! With arms. 1 defpife thee, and 
without them thou art only an objećł of deri- 
fon to me.” ir, tranfported with rage, ran. 
to his weapon, fnątched it up, and, returning 
upon Habib, launched it againft him with all: 
the force which fury could give to his natural. 
ftrength, which was uncommon. 

- Habib, by an artful motion, faved his body, 
putting his leg under that of hisshorfe. "rhe. 
lance pafled at a foot and a half. diftance from 
his faddle, and the point pierced a tree fome 
yards off. | 

"Then Habib threw down his lance ; and Zitr 
became more furious, by a piece of ceremony 
which he reckoned a proof of difdain, drew his 
fcimitar, and poured upon his adverfary a 
fhower of ftrokes, coóuntlefs as the hail. 

The ftrength of the two champions was, 
perhaps, equal. Not fo their felf-command, 
nar their dexterity. Al the ftrokes were 
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watched and fhunned, whereas his adverfary 


- did not aim one which did not break off fome 


part of the ftrong armour of Zir. He was 
vulnerable now in all parts, and the moment 
he raifed his arm to ftrike the fon of Salamis, 
a back ftroke from the hand of that hero pre 
vented him, and wounded his arm. Zir now 
wifhed to feek his fafety in flight, but, by a 
fecond baek ftroke, his head fell at the feet of 
the conqueror. 

The two camps, and even the ladies, were' 
fpećtators of the combat of Habib and Zir.— 
lhe Knights on both fides heard the words, 
and remarked the aćtions and demeanour of 
the gallant fon of Salamis with fentiments of 
admiration: <« What franknefs” faid they, 
« what felf-command! what dignity ! what 
fkill ! what ftrength and graces united :—No- 
thing can withftand that hero.” 

But if their fentiments were undivided in 
judging of the combat, different, indeed, were 
the emotions which the ifłue of it occafioned. 

The tribe of Kleb were confounded. 'Ihey 
confidered themfelves conquered by the lofs of 
one man, and the valour of-a fingle hero.. AH 
the Knights returned to the camp, as if by con- 
cert, in order to take meafures to withdraw. 
their beft effećts from pillage, a neceffary con- 
fequence of the entire £deicat to which they faw 

themfelves 
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themfelves expofed. The common peopłe dif- 
perfed themfelves in fmall compames through 
the country, and endeavoured thus to efcape a 
flavery more infupportable than that from. 
which'they wifhed to free themfelves. That 
part of the army of Salamis which he himfelf 
commanded moved regularly on, to avail them- 
felves of the advantage which the fon of their: 
Emir had gained, and of the diforder which 
they obferved. 

As for Habib, full of confidence in his for= 
tune, his forces, and courage, he entered into 
the camp of the tribe of. Kleb, in the train of 
his warriors. None offered to oppofe him,, 
and he proceeded to the tent of Yemana.. 

"The Princefs, accompanied by fifty of her 
guards, had feen the combat from a diftance, 
mounted upon a convenient and elevated ko-. 
dage *, which had been made upon her Beśa 
nacka. 'lhe moment fhe bad feen her brother 
ftretched upon the ground, fhe went to thę 
camp, and approached his tent, to take away 
effećts which fhe confidered as valuable to her. 

Ohbe received them from the hands of his. 
friends. "Then Habib came to her. The guard 

with 


t The ladies are mounted upon female camels, which are 
mamed Betnacka. A carpet rolled into a round form is put 
upon their back, in the middle of which there is a com- 
modjous place for a lady and her fQavę  Thisis called kodage. 
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with which fhe was furrounded put themfelves 
in condition to defend her. 

« Who are you,” faid fhe to him, « who 
refiit a conqueror, my brother, the favourite of 
Heaven ! Preferve your life, which you would 
vainły hazard. I would rather be a volun- 
tary flave than a Princefs fubdued by force of 
arms.” | 

q'hen turning from Habib, **« Gallant Emir,” 
faid fhe to him, <* he who has overturned the 
cedar will difdain to lavifh his blows upon the 
feebleft branch of that majeftic tree now fal- 
len.” 

Mean while fhe alighted from her Deźnaka, 
fupported by her footmen, and feized the hand 
of Habib, faying to him: << Prince, you 
fee a deftitute lady, who trufts in your vir- 
tues, and delivers herfelf up to you? difcre- 
tion.” 

"The hero received her with tefłimonies of 
refpećł : << Never, Madam,” faid he to her, 
«c did the fon of Salamis learn of his father to 
take advantage of a lady's misfortunes. I re- 
ftore your eftate to you in his name, and I fłat- 
ter myfelf I fhall be applauded for this. You 
are free, Madam! and Princefs of all your 
tribe. Made fovercign of this people, cure 
them of their inquietude ; fhew them their 
duties. My father, good Muflulman, has no 
„higher ambition than to make his fubjećts 

happy; 
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kappy; even thofe who have blindly revolted 


from him. 
«« AfRft me, Madam, in checking the dif- 


order which I fee here. It would increafe the 
pillage, which I wifh to ftop. Appoint a guard, 
while I go to recall your warriors, and even 
the women, whom fear has difperfed. Com- 
mand like a fovereign, and let your tents af- 
fume their former luftre, their dignity, and all 
the ornaments of which they were ftripped.” . 

Yemana, confounded with a conduct fo he- 
roic, being lefs furprifed than any of the reft, 
becaufe her foul was more elevated, af- 
fumed the tone of a fovereign, as Habib had 
directed her, and gave all neceflary orders te 
eftablifh order and tranquillity in her camp. 

The warrior.of the troop commanded by Sa- 
Jamis, and which marched before the body of 
the army, came to their young Sultan. He 
ftationed them near Yemana, and fent others 
to put a ftop to the pillage, and take the fpoil 
from thofe of his men who were already load- 
ed with it. Salamis faw the fcattered compa- 
nies of the tribe of Kleb arranging themfelves 
quietly under their tents, at the moment in 
which orders were given to purfue them. 

„He learned that this was the effećt of the 
good order eltablifhed by his fon. He enter- 
„ed into the conquered camp, with Yamira and 
Dorathil-goafe, and was conducted to the tents 

of 


Nz pz 


o ——— 


a 


= nz EA >> 


=p 


— 
= 


— m |. A 


nn AOR 
„— o 
—ł 


-—_ 
—- 


ARABIAN TALES. ÓLŁ 
of Yemana. When the Princefs of Kleb faw 


them arrive, fhe rofe to meet them and the 
Emir with the air of a fuppliant. Habib pre= 
vented her humiliation : «*« O! my glorious 
Sovereign,” faid he to his father, « I have 
promifed your favour to the Princefs of Kleb, 
She poffeffes all the great qualities neccffary for 
government. If her brother deferted his duty, 
and offended us, fhe had not the fmalleft fhare 
in this matter; and, I aflure you, fhe begged 
your favour with fo much grace, that I pro- 
mifed it to her in the name of my mother, and 
of my. dear Dorathil-goafe.” 

Prepoflefied fo happily in favour of Yemana, 
Salamis approved all that his fon had done in 
her behalf. He knew that fhe had none of the 
faults of her brother ; and that fhe was even 
difpofed to fubmit to the precepts of the Al- 
coran. | 

« I ratify,” faid he, <€ wich joy, Madam, all 
that my fon has done in your favour, and I 
think this indulgence fo inadequate to your 
merit, that I fhall embrace every opportunity 
of increafing it. Meanwhile Yamira and Do- 
rathil-goafe embraced each other with every 
expreflion of the fincereft affećtion. They 
wifhed to'bring her to the tents of Benihelal, 
in order to make her forget by carefłes, the 
łofs of a brother to whom fhe was attached. 

VoL. IV, F - 986 
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GIie muft, however, give orders for his obe 
fequies, obferve the ceremonies of mourning; 
according to the cuftom of his tribe, and ufe 
means to eftablifh order among his men. For 
fhe had been appointed to maintain it. 

Habib, in order to co-operate with her in 
thefe meafures, left with her a hundred knights 
at her command. The venerable Emir, after 
having taken leave of her, returned with his 
family to the tents of Benichelal, where he was 
received with fongs of triumph. 

The name of Habib was heard re-echoed on 
every fide in fongs that celebrated his vićtory 
over Zir. ! 

« What has my hufband done,” faid Dora- 
thil-goafe, * which one ought not to expect 
from the fon of the great Salamis?” *« Peo- 
ple! you miftake, when you eat excellent 
fruit, if you do not, in tafting it, refer Its 
excellence to the tree which has produced 
ję9 Nothing was feen during ten days, in the 
tents of Benichelal but feftivals and rejoicings. 
The Arabians, difperfed by the fear of falling 
under the tyranny of Zir, were aflembled 
around their ancient Emir. Their camps were 
brought near his, and he was again at thehead 
of fixty-Gx tribes. Fleaven had reftored him his 
former vigour, and rendered him capable of 
commanding them with more authority than 
ever. | 
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When a feftival of ten days was ended, Ya- 
mana, at the head of the chiefs of her tribe, 
eame to render homage to her fovereign. She 
was ftill in mourning, and the more handfome 
for it. She was received by the Emir and 
Habib with all the refpećt due to her fex and 
quality; and by Yamira and Dorathil-goafe, 
with alł the graces of the moft animated affece 
tron, and franknefs. 

Dałamis had a brother's fon, named Saphe, a 
young warrior of the moft promifing hopes. 
'The Emir conceived a plan of giving him as a 
hufband to Yemana, in making him the Emir 
of Kleb. Yemana accepted on her part with 
gratitude, this new favour ; and the payment 
of the tribute was the nuptial prefent. 

- New rejoicings cełebrated that union which 

had put thetribe of Kleb beyond every appear= 
ance of fiavery. The knights who attended 
their prmcefs were aftoniihed at a favour fo 
little expected. 

It is thus, faid their new fovereign, that a 
true Mufłalman avenges himfelf. , From that 
day her fubjećts fhewed lefs difłatisfaćtion with 
a law which promifed to eftablifh fuch virtu= ' 
ous regulations. 

Henceforward the tribe of Kleb will re- 
nounce their ignorance and ferocity. Heroes, 
like Zir, will no longer be admired, whofe only 
F 2 merit 
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merit is their ftrength and violence, and whe 
think one cannot be both great and beioved. 
When Yemana and her new hufband li:! re= 
tired to their camp Dorathil-goafe and Ha- 
bb felt fome impatience to return to their 
ft.tes, and to give afhftance to their fubjcets, 
who had fcarcely recovered their tranquillity 
fince the defeat of Abarikaff. 

Salamis knew too well the duty of a fove- 
reign, not to enter into their views, or to re- 
quire them to facrifice the happinefs of their 
fubjećts to theit own private gratification. 
"The departure of Habib and his wife was 
retarded. He muft return to the folitary a- 
bode, and leave it fecretly by the fame mcans 
which had conducted him thither. 


Salamis and Yamira would have accompa- 


nied them, that they might all have been longer 
together; but they would have attraćted too 


much notice. There are many things of which, 


the people ought to be ignorant ; but they love 


uncommon things, and lofs fight of their duty. 


The young fpoufes fpare the virtuous huf- 
band and his wife their tears, and, having a- 
greed with regard to the means they fhould ufe 
to maintain a correfpondence, which rendered 
feparauon fupportable to all the four, they 


mounted a camel, and conducted by the con- 


fidential ufher, they went to the little folitary 
habitation ; from which next morning, before 
day= 
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day-break, the Roch refumed its fizht towards 
the heights of Caucafus. 

They will fee again the faithful II-Haboul, 
and crown him with joy, by the recital of their 
adventures. Habib will bring back the talif- 
man which he has got in the treafures of Solo- 
mon. 

At his entrance into that myfterious fpot, 2 
- hieroglyphic, which he had not remarked, 
caught his eye, and threw him into a profound 
meditation. Here were emblematical figures. 
Upon a very clear and fhining fky an eagle was 
in the attitude of darting to the difk of the 
fun ; while upon the earth a fnake feemed to 
creep up to the neft of a bird and devour its 
eggs. , 

Habib returned penfive to his inftrućtor; 
and gave him the image which had juft now 
attraćted his attention. 

You give me the pićture, faid II-Haboul, 
but the meaning muft be found. Methinks I 
have found it, faid Habib.—It reprefents me. 

« [n rifing too high, we are in danger of 
becoming blind by. profperity, and of lofing 
fight of our true interefts.” 

« [I know that my old pupil,” faid Il-Haboul, 
«« will never open the gate of the treafures of 
Solomon, without reaping fome advantage.— 
What pity that one fhould learn truths one by 
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one, and not be able to grafp them all at 
once !” 

After the two fpoufes had devoted two 
days to friendfhip with the refpećtable cham- 
berlain of the prophet, the Roch refumed the 
way towards the White, then towardsthe Yel-- 


low Ifle, where, by the attention of the old. 


Genie Il-balhis, fome marks of profperity be- 


gan to appear. 

*""The two fpoufes came at length to the lit- 
tle court of the lady with the beautiful hair 
and Dalilfha. Every thing there breathed a- 
bundance. The two daughters of the fea had 
been conducted thither, and were waiting, with 
much impatience, the return of the hero to. 
whom they had fo kindly promifed their fer- 
vice, and particularly Ilzaide, who hitherto had 
never experienced langour. She was aftonifh- 
ed to find every where him whom fhe fo eager= 
ly wifhed to fhun.. 

Habib and Dorathil-goafe fpent fome days 
with their relations; and went from them to 
Medinazil-ballor, taking Ilzaide along with 
them, by a route in which the dolphins could 
not follow them. 

Every thing wore the appearance of Kappi- 
nefs in the principał ile of the eftates of Dora- 
thil-goafe ; and the return of its fovereigns 
compleated it. The two fpoufes, always la- 
vers, added to their prefent fatisfaćtion that 
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of endeavouring to open new fources of felici- 
ty to their fubjects. 

Ii-Hatrous-abous,.on his part, rejoicing at 
the good fortune of his family, remarked with 
pleafure, the progrefs of his grand projećt to- 
wards its accomplifhment. 

Every day witnefied the legitimate union of 
fome one of the Genies with a child of Adam, 
and paffing under a law the moft advantageous. 
for them.—ln appearance, however, to the 
limiting of their power. 

Soon will one of the daughters of the fea 
efpoufe a relation of Dorathil-goafe. They 
fpeąk even. to Ilzaide of marrying her. 

„śe To whom ?* replied fhe ! « there is not 
a knight here. I muft be conducted to Ara- 
bia. It is there I fhall find one. 

« My dear child,” anfwered Dorathil-goafe, 
«« we wifh much to carry. you thither, where 
we fhall fee our good relations. But you 
were born in the fea. Accuftomed to that ele- 
ment, how fhall you be able to traverfe a coun- 
try where nothing is found but plains of fand ?? 
«« Love is contented with every thing; replied 
Ilzaide with fpirit, ** it commands the elements 
themfelves. If the knight, your charming huf- 
band, had believed he could brave them, you 
would not have pofleffed him to-day. I chal- 
lenge, in point of courage and generofity, all 
thę cavaliers in the world to ind his equal. 

| j . Epilogue 
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Zbpilogue oftbe Editor upon tbe Story of. Habib 
and Doratbil-goafe ; or tke Knight. 


It is impoflble to refrain from making fome 
reflećtions upon the ftory which the Arabian 
compilers of «« The thoufand and one Nights,” 
have put into the mouth of the beautiful and 
lively Scheherazade. The editor is about to 
make his remarks, while the Sultan of the In- 
dies repofes. 

This work is executed upon a very moral 
plan, partly in verfe, and partly in profe that 
pofłefies all the animation and colouring of 
poetry. It would be rather a poem than a fim- 
ple tale, were it not decidedly a romance of 
chivalry, uniting amufement and inftrućtion, 
which ought to be the objećt of this, as well 
as every other fort of romance. 

Its plan is to exhibit a knight adorned with 
every qualification and endowment of body and 
mind which can render him accomplifhed. 
And the hero thus adorned is a knight-errant 
in reality. 

The fame means are employed for the in- 
ftruGtion of this hero which are employed in 
'Telemachus, where a being of the order of 
fpirits perfonates the charaćter of Minerva un- 
der the name of Mentor. 


His 
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His body is inured to fatigue, as Roufieau 
advifesin his Emilius; but as a true knight 
ouzht to be devoted to both God and his lady, 
the Alcoran is the firft objećt of attention to 
our young Arabian. 

It ought to be remembered, that Rouffeau 
propofes very gravely to make his pupil fłudy 
the adventures of Robinfon Crufoe. 

This is realifed; and our pupil is made in 
every refpećł a Robinfon Crufoe, as far as the 
country which is the fcene of his adventures 
will permit. 

Roufieau wifhes to infiame the hcarts of his. 
pupils by pictures of imażinary bvauty. 

The lady who is the: object of our young 
Arabian's afłećtions is not an imaginary one : 
but he is enamoured with her by a hmple re- 
cital. 

This gives us no reafon to inter that M. de 
Fenclon, or the author of the Emilius were. 
acquainted with the Arabian manufcript, 
where the itories are found; but confirms us 
in the perfuafion that, in every age and coun- 
try, men have nearly the fame ideas on the 
fame fubject. 

The Arabian author, eager to arrive at the 
conclufion, fooner than our moderns, put his 
hero upon the ftage fooner than they do. His 
poet makes verfes inftantly, and his pupil re- 
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ceives no inftrućtion of which he does imme- 
diately perceive the advantage. 

This little romance muft have been com- 
pofed fome time after the vićtories of Sala- 
din, and perhaps by a poet of his court. We 
find in it a greater mixture of European and 
Arabian ideas on chivalry than could have en= 
tered the mind of a man who knew the opi- 
nions of onły one of thefe two parts of the 
world. 

The matter is not here of an objećt- pay 
natural, whofe effećt is to excite analogous 
fentiments. 

When the Arabian PA all his care to 
accomplifh his pupil, he exhibits him almoft 
perfect ; for he does.not condućt him fo young 
to that height. 

He places on the one hand his father near 
him as his model; on the other, with fuflicient 
artfulnefs, he fends him to make a tour to fłtu- 
dy the hieroglyphics of Solomon, in order to 
fhew that perfećtion is only the fruit of matu- 
rity and application. 

The character of Zir, being oppofite, ferves 
as a foil to fet off the brilliancy of his. 

But as it is neceffary to give fcope to all | the 
virtues of. chivalry, when fidelity in love iS to 
be difplayed, it is not an impaflioned fooł who 
js put upon the ftage, as in Grandifon, to co- 
ver it with gloom. 

There 


. o a nn na 


a 
” e—  — ra „r - 


ARABIAN (ALLES. 7ę 


"here is exhibited a young lady quite lively, 
whofe character forms an agreeable contraft to 
whatever is too ferious in the others. 

She is amorous without knowing it, and her 
paffion is of a mild tone, which does not ren- 
der her troublefome to any body, not even to 
herfelf. [It isa (hade of fentiments which dif- 
plays the merit of the hero, and every perfon 
is loft in it. i 

The Clementina in Grandifon forms a very 
interefting pićture, and its effećt is truly pene- 
trating. 

The author has not been aware that in ex= 
pofing the virtue of his hero to a danger, which 
he was certain he would overecome, he was to 
put the fenfibility of his readers to too feyere a 
trial, and that it would unavoidably happen, 
tbat many would be interefted for Clementi- 
na, and condemn even the virtuous principles 
which had rendered her unfortunate. 

During the epifodic amour of Richardfon's 
romance, every other concern 1s extinguifhed. 
The character of Mifs Biron takes entirely the 
lead, and that of his hero becomes' unintereft- 
ing, and even difagreeable. We find the means 
of deftroying where we feek for thofe of heiyh- 
tening it; and the principał fable is lefs fuf- 
pended than annihilated. 

There are fome who pretend that, if Gran- 
difon had travelled ix weeks in clo:e com- 


pany 


12 ARABIAN TALES. 


pany with Ilzaide, even without having any 
obligations to her, he would not have been 
able fometimes to preferve himfelf from fmil- 
ing at her little remarks. 

With regard to the two other principal cha- 
racters in thefe romances, Grandifon and Ha- 
bil, there is no comparifon *. "The former is 
a hero quite accomplithed, and the latter isone 
to be formed. 

Hence the one cannot commit even the 
fmalleft fault. "The other is guilty of one, for 
which youth and love excufe him. 

Fappily for him it is always in his eye, and 
makes him naturally modeft, as he is enterprif- 
ing, valiant, and cautlous. 

We do not pretend to compare this little 
romance to works of the higheft merit and re- 
putation, with any other view than to mark 
the relation that fubfifts between them. "This 
„is only a faint fketch, which points out the 
happy ftrokes of the pencil, where it refembles 


the large pictures, and has fome afinity to their 
defign. 


The 

* Grandifon is the Englifh Emilius;—but an Emilius com= 

pletely inftrućted. His difcourfes are continual precepts, 

and his aćtions are examples. _Mifs Biron is the miftrefs of 

his affećtions ; but one would prefer Dulcinea of Tolbofa to 

her, as foon as he became acquainted with the amiable, delż- 
Gate, virtuous, unfettunate Clementina, 
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"The Arabian author of the ftory of Habib 
was rather a poet than a teller of ftories; and 
we fee him ftop, at times, in order to indulge 
his talćnt. He had more learning than any of 
the reft, and without intending it, he has 
fwelled < the Thoufąnd and one Nights.” 
Flis invention has another caft, and he evi- 
dently afpires to be diftinguifhed among his 
companions, for the novelty of his ideas, and 
the grandeur of his images. 

His demon-machinery, which fpreads a lana 
gour over his work, is different from theirs, 
We can catch his general idea on fpirits and 
genius. It is neceffary that demons fhould ap- 
proach diety, in order that they may, in the 
end, become men. He has a manner pecu- 
liar to himfelf, like a magic rod. Befides, it is 
not the part of an editor to decide the merits - 
of this fable, though he thinks it cannot di 
grace any collećłion intended to amufe the 
public. | 


The Sultan of the Indies fhewed fome dif- 
content upon finding that the ftory of Habib 
was finifhed. While it lafted, Dinarzade feem- 
ed to be all attention. '« Ah! my fifter,” faid 
fhe, «* the verfes which you rehearfed to me 
pleafed me much by themfelyes ; but they have 
another charm when you connect them. 

«« [ confefs that I, who laugh at random, 
could not conceive why the laughers dHpleafed 
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Yamira, the mother of your knight.—I can 
account for it now :—Since you have made me 
tafte the pleafure of tears, I can fay with her, 
that I have not fhed one tear which was not 
fo (weet that I would have wiped it off with 
regret. 

« "There is another thing which I could not 
comprehend in your ftory. It is, why Zir, 
the enemy of Salamis, who had a fifter fo ami- 
able, could brook the injurious reproach of not 
knowing who was his mother. 

«« "[he explanation of this,” replied Schera- 
zade, 66 would have led me into a ftory too 
dong, of which I fhall have occafion, at my 
leifure, to recollećt the circumftances. 

«« Be quite eafy with regard to that, my fif- 
ter,” faid Dinarzade. «It is not that which 
excites my curiofity, but I recollećt one which 
-I beg you would not forget.” <« What isthat ?” 
faid Scherazade. <« You. remember, my fif- 
ter,” faid Dinarzade, *<* a certain Maugraby, 
by whom we both have been frighted when we 
were children. | 
ść Did not they fay to us every day, that, if 
we were naughty, the Maugraby would take 
us? lt is this Maugraby of whom I wifh to 
„hear you fpeak at prefent. It is reafonable 
that the pleafure of hearing his hiftory fhould 
now indemnify me for the many frights he for- 
merly occafioned me. I run the rifk of only 
a (ew troublefome drcams.” Ihe 
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The beautiful Sultanefs, who obferved that 
the curiofity of her filter did not difipleate the 
Sultan, undertóok inftantly the recital of thę 
following ftory : 


Hflory of Maugrady ; or the Magician t. 
| PB Maugraby, Sire, was the mofłt de, 


teftable wretch on the face of the 
earth. Satan$, to whom he had entire- 
ły devoted himfelf, had laid open to him the 
treafures of his riches, as well as thofe of his 
malice, and had rendered him moft powerful 
in wicked works, fo that he never had a more 
faithful fervant, and his name, which fpread 
terror during his life, is to this day accurfed ||. 
"This execrable fellow ranfacked the earth, 
in queft of conquefts for his mafter, by 
turns praćtifing the moft flagitious wiles, and 
the moft ftudied fineffe. i 
When a married pair, efpecially among the 
rich, faw themfelves without children, this 
Maugraby found means to introduce himfelf, 
to offer his afiftance, and to render his offer ace 
ceptable, in removing the caufe of fterility. 
ł Mangraby : This word fignifies barbarian, or mor. pro= 
perly barbarous. | 
$ Zafaneic, it is eafy here to recognife Satan. 


|| They ftill fwear by him in Provence, in Languedoc, 
and in Gafcoigne, JMaugraby; or, in other places of France, 


Mauzrebleu. 
G 2 When 
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When by chance he had been fuccefsful in 
caufing an heir to be born to a Royal houfe, 
he then re-doubled his zeal and addrefs. 

Habid-il-Kaleb reigned at this time in Syria, 
and held his court at Thedmor, his capital.— 
Born an idolator, he had been brought to the 
light of the Mahometan religion by Bein-Fa- 
bas-Mortazer-Billaz, eight Caliph, who having 
made him quit the name of Sankir-Balleyn, 
had caufed him adopt that of Habid-il-Kaleb. 

"This Monarch could gather together under 
his ftandards an army of three hundred thou- 
fand foldiers ; and his guard, which he kept 
conftantly about him, amounted to feventy 
thoufand. His capital was adorned with mo- 
numents of all forts of architećture ; the rareft 
magnificence glittered through his palace, and 
all the trees of which the fertile country of Da- 
mafcus boafts embellifhed his gardens. 

He had fixty wives, felegted from among the 
moft beautiful virgins ofthe eaft, but his power, 
and the objećts of pleafure wherewith he was 


furrounded, had become infipid to him. He - 


was advancing in years, and, in fpite of his ef- 


forts and his prayers, he was without pofterity. 


Maugraby feized this occafion to come and 
offer him his interefted fervices. He prefent- 
ed himfelf at the gate of his palace, in the dif- 
guife of a ruftic, blind of the right eye, bleared 

in 
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in the left, exhibiting altogether a moft lu= 
dicrous figure. 

He had a fmall bafket under his arm, and 
cried with a loud voice, <*« Apples, apples, ta 
make women fruitful.” The flaves of the pa- 
lace laughed at the merchant :; «« Why do you 
not cry plumbs rather than apples,” faid they, 
_«« that perhaps would do better.” 

In the mean while, the Grand Vizier arrives 
at the palace. He came to treat with thę 
King concerning affairs of ftate ; he hears the 
cry of Maugraby, and calls him. << What 
fell you there,” faid he to him—*« My 
Lord, it is a fruit to render women fertile. — 
« You fhould foon,” anfwered the Vizier, «* be 
richer than all the monarchs of the earth if you 
poflefied fuch fruits. 4; 

« [ fhould not be fo rich as you imagine” 
faid Maugraby. ** My tree produces but one 
apple in the year, but it produces it of a kind 
moft excellent and beautiful.” - 

« Doubtlefs yoa carry it in the bafket which 
you have over your arm ?" replied ine Vizier. 
« Pray fhow it me?” 

Maugraby obeyed, and: difcovered the apple, 
concealed under leaves; and the Vizier feem= 
ed to regard it with pleafurc, when an eunuch, 
- who aćted the part of a buffoon in the palace, 
took up the difcourie. 

« Seignior,” laid he to the wiiifićz, « do 

G 3 not 


78 ARABIAN TALES. 


not purchafe any thing of that half-blind 
villain. He fees none with one eye, and looks 
afquint with the other. Do you not perceive 
that he is blear-eyed? His eye taints what- 
ever he fixes it upon.” "Then, addrefling him- 
felf to the blind of one eye, <* Tell me, mer- 
chant of wonders, do you not poffłefs a fecret 
to make me too prolific.” 

« No; anfwered Maugraby, ** but you 
have got a beautiful nofe. I poflefsthe means 
of rendering it fruitful : choofe you to make 
the experiment ?” 

« Willingly,” faid the eunuch, © for I am 
tired of my condition.” 

« "Take this filbert,*” replied the vender of 
fruit, «* apply it to the tip of your nofe, as if 
you -wifhed it fhonld lay hold of it, faying, 
« for tbe price wbich it coffs me, and from tbe 
place wbence it came, I accept with all my 
beart tbe gift of Maugróby ;” (take notice that 
. thisis my name.) Since you pretend to be 
droll, you fhall be more fo than ever.” 

The buffoon, imagining fhe was about ta 
furnifh himfelf with an opportunity of rene 
dering this half-blind fellow ftill more ridicu- 
- Jous, lays hold of the filbert, and places it om 

the tip of his nofe ; there it fixed itfelf, and 
there it exhibits the fantaftical figure of a little 
nofe, which had taken root on a large one. 

AI who are prefent break forth into loud. 

: fts 
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fits of laughter. "The filbert is converted in- 
to a carbuncle, and takes root upon the right 
fide, where it had been placed. 

The eunuch having been guilty of the folly 
of pronouncing the words dićtated by Mau- 
graby, they had their effećt immediately, and 
the buffoon remained expofed to the ridicule of 
all thofe whom the noife had gathered. toge- 
ther. 

The Vizier, a witnefs of the adventure of 
the filbert, goes to report to the fovereign the 
infallible virtues of the apple, of which pru- 
dence luggefted the PY of making a pur- 
chafe at any price. 

« Sir,” faid he to him, « it is by no means 
the firft time that Kings have had recourfe to 
the aid of magic, to procure to themfelves what ' 
they cannot otherwife obtain. The wifdom of 
your motive will be able to juftify an impru-- 
dence. You have to no purpofe employed 
the aftrologers retained in your court. 'Iheir 
labours have hitherto been ufelefs. A man 
prefents himfelf, more fkillful than they ; you 
ought by no means to defpife his fervices.— 
"The intereft of the ftate demands it of you, 
fince he undertakes to fecure your fuccęflion.” 

Habid-il-Kalib was more than ftaggered at 
what his Grand Vizier had juftinformed himof, 
He fees himfelf at laft flattered with the ac- 
complifhment of his moft fanguine wilhes.— 


He 
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He gives orders to bring the merchant of the. 
apples and the buffoon immediately before him. 

The latter arrived firft. << We bring you, 
Sire,” faid he to the King, * a mifchievous 
one-eyed fellow. With him it is no fooner 
faid than done. If he bring here a full bafket 
of FEP, all your damfels may go in queft of 
nurfes.” 

The figure of the EM become inoft 
completely ridiculous, now that his nofe was 
got with young, joined to the oddity of his 
converfation, difturbed the gravity of the King. 
At laft the Prince recovered himfelf, and caufed 
Maugraby to entera private cabinet, into which. 
the Grand Vizier alone was admitted a third. 

«« Merchant,” faid the King, ** fhow me 
that apple ?*—* There, Sire, never, in point 
"of fhape, fmoothnefs, tranfparency of fkin, 
colour, and PASE has the King behełd fo 
beautiful an apple.” 

- «« When one offers fuch precious merchan- 
dife to fale,” faid the King, «* he muft be able 
to exprefs himfelf in a manner to procure re- 
gard. | 
«c Vizier,” faid the King to his minifter, 
„ść caufe orders be given the Grand 'Treafurer 
to fend a robe and a turban, fuitable for the 
man who comes to negociate .with me.” 
— 'The'order difpatched by the Vizier admitted 
of no delay, and inftantly, im a remote part of 
| the 
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the cabinet, Maugraby is attired as a man of 
importance ought to be, admitted to a private 
audience with a mighty Sovereign. ! 

t« Now that we are going to bargain,” faid 
Habid-il-Kalib, ** give me your apple, and if, 
as you afiure me, I fhall by means of it be blef- 
fed with children, I will caufe four thoufand 
fequins be counted down to you.” 

«« [ depofit,” replied Maugraby, « into the 
hands of your Majefty, a diamond of the va- 
lue of ten thoufand fequins ; if the fruit 
which I am about to give you produ- 
ces not the effećt I have promifed, the jewel 
fhall be forfeited by me ; but I cannot give my 
apple in exchange for gold, of which I have 
no need.” | 

« And what other price may you put upon 
it, replied the King. <* You are fenfible of 
your wants, Sire, and I of mine.” < I have 
a grand, an important fucceffion to bequeath. 
I have no heir.” << "The means by which I can 
procure you one are infuficient for myfelf. — 
Here then are my terms, and I think them not 
"unreafonable : If the firft child you fhall have be 
a daughter, fhe is yours ; if a boy, he is mine.” 

The king was rifing into choler at this pro- 
pofition ; but the Grand Vizier took him gently 
by the arm, and perfuaded him to retire with 
him to a fopha, which was at the further end 
ef the apartment; there, in a manner not to be 
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overheard by the ftranger, he difcourfed with 
him to the following purport: 

« [he propofition which has been made you, 
Sire, is highly'infolent, and the man who has 
dared to hazard it with fuch temerity deferves 
death ; but he offers you the only means of not 
dying without ifilie ; and though you have con- 
fented to give up your fon to this man, provided 
you have one, what force could he employ 
to conftrain him to keep his promife, who 
can bring into the field an army of 300,000 
„men ? He wifhes for an heir ; he will come here 
in fearch.of one, and, if he conceive an affećtioą 
for your child, you will not oppofe yourfelf to 
this,thathe load him withtreafures, with which 
he fays he is embarrafied. Diflemble then, Sire, 
' and fmifh your bufinefs ; the promifes of great 
men are but words.” - | z 

Habid.il-IKalib, blinded: by his felfifh de- 
fires, fuffered himfelf to be convinced, and 
prevailed with, to enter upon a bargain with 
Maugraby. | 

He agrees to give up to him the firft male 
child which he might obtain by virtue of the 
apple, and in an inftant it is furrendered to 
him ; but it is necefflary to inftrućt him how 
to ule it. 

« Sir,” fays Maugraby, ** in order that the 
fruit may produce its effećt, your Majefty 
ought to marry a young virgin. You fhall en- 

| ter 


ARABIAN TALES. 83 


ter the bath along with her, and then pafs to 
the nuptial bed. You fhall cut the apple in two. 
You fhalł give one half to your wife, and, hav- 
ing eat the other, you fhall pronounce aloud 
the following words: * S?vereign powers, who 
bas infufed tbe virtue into tbis apple, caufe it dif- 
play itfelf in our favour, and grant us a child. 

Having thus fpoken, the ftranger made the- 
moft profound refpećt, and added, as he was 
retiring, <* Sire, if you have but a daughter, 
I promife you a fecond apple.  Depend upon 
my word of honour, as I ought to reft upon 
that which your Majefty has pledged to me.” 

Habid-il-Kalib was intóxicated with joy at 
the fight and fragrance of the apple. < Be- 
hold, Sire,” faid his Vizier to him, '* what a 
bargain your Majefty would have made had 
"you rafhly ordered-the man who dared make 
a propofition fo apparently infolent to be put 
to death. By thefe violent means, indeed, you - 
might have pofłefied yourfelf of the apple, — 
but it would have been of no fervice in your 
hands, for want of knowing how to ufe it. 

The King agrees with him, that be was 
happy in poflefling it ; but, eager to make trial 
of the fecret, he inftantly gave orders to the 
„chief of his eunuchs to fearch throughout 
"Thedmor for fuch a damfel as the ftranger had 
aleferibed to him. 

« She 
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« She is found,” replied the chief of the 
eunuchs. «* There is nowhere throughout 
your dominions a young lady more beautiful, 
more wife, more worthy of giving an heir to 
your crown, than Elmennour, the SZAL of 
your Grand Vizier.” 

«« [I am inchanted,” faid the monarch to his 
Vizier, ** that you poflefs a treafure which is 
fo neceflary to my happinefs. Go prepare 
your daughter to give me her hand; never 
fhall I have formed a connection of which I 
have had caufe to conceive fuch fłattering 


hopes.” The Vizier lays his hands upon his 


head, in token of his obedience, and retires. 
Maugraby was ftill at the gate of the palace, 
where the crowd was gathering around him 
and the foolifh eunuch, who prayed him to 
deliver him from the ornament with which 
his nofe was enriched. 

«« [fhall not do it, fool,” replied Maugra- 
by: < I would ruin you: is it not your trade 


to make others laugh ? you would frequently 
run the rifque of mifling your aim ; at prefent, 


in order to fecure fuccefs, you have nothing to 
do but fhow yourfelf.” 
As jefters, by profeflion, are not much be- 


"loved, he occafioned fuch extraordinary peałls 


of laughter on the part of the curious multi- 
tude, that Maugraby made his efcape, and the 
buffoon 
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buHoon filed into the palace:with his nofe ina 
trumpet. 

The Grand Vizier returns to his pałace 
fomewhat mortified, by the commifhlion with 
which he is charged; Elmennour is his only 
daughter, by wnom he meant to make his for- 
tune in fome other way than by giving her to 
a monarch already advanced in years, to whom 
fhe wculd be the fixtieth and Drift wife. 

He dreads to be the caufe of the moift vic- 
lent grief to his daughter, by difciofing to h.r 
to whom fhe is neceiffariły deftincd ; his inquic- 
tude, his diltrefs, his eonfuhon and chagzin, 
are manifeft in his countenance; Klnennour, 
who knew her father, perccives that he is the 
vićtim of fome inward torment, and acted (o 
well that fhe drew a confefhon irom him. 

« Why! my fatner,” favs fhe-to him, * GJ 
you aflićt yourielf about an alliance in which 
I fee nothing but what ts bhonouracle to vov, 
and advantageous to me ? 

«c Ilabed-il-IKahb is thrice my age, but ka 
poflefies virtues wliich Iefteem; my hearti 


free, and I fhall, without pain, refign myfel 


3 
i 
to him. 

« Should this wonderful apple, of which 
you inform me, procure us a fon, irom 
that time the: fixtieth and furft wife be- 
comes the chief of the whole, and I fhill 
have the fatistaćtion of having made you 


WoL. IV. H the 


56 ARABIAN TALES, 


the father-in-law and grand-father of kings; 
my fubmifhon, therefore, will eftablifh your 
profperity, and I fhall have the pieafure of fe- 
curing you againft thefe reverfes of fortune to 
which a courtier and a minifter is expofed. 

«« Go, tell the king, that your daughter El- 
mennour finds herfelf much flattered with the 
honour he does her, in condefcending to look 
upon her with an eye of preference.” 

The Vizier excufes himfelf for the inqnie- 
'tude he had teftihed on account of his love ; 
and pleafed to have found no obfłacles in the 
inclnations of his daughter, he goes to give an 
account to the king of the fatisfaćtion with 
which the orders, wherewith his majefty had 
charged him, were received. 

All prepare themfelves for the marriage, 
where royal magnificence difplays itfelf ;—af- 
ter a feries of ceremonies and banquets,the hour 
of proceeding to the nuptial-bed arrives ; the 


apple of Maugraby is divided with caution, and. 


«each of the newly-married par eat' tleir por- 
tion, after that Habid-il-Kalib had fcrupuloufly 
pronounced the words, which were neceffary 
to fecure the effećt of the charm. 

The fealts which had been inftituted for the 
folemnifation of the king's marriage with the 


beauteous Elmennour, were fcarce at an end, . 


when the firft fymptoms of pregnancy appear- 
ed, and were fhortly fucceeded by fuch as left 
no 
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no room to doubt the certainty of this fo much 
wifhed-for event. 

The nine months-are at laft expired, and El- 
mennour brings forth a prince beautiful as the 
day. 'The infant is given to a chofen nurfe, he 
enjoys the greateft health; he grows to the: 
fight, nor has he any of thefe difeafes which 
are fo dangerous to infants, upon their very en- 
trance into the world, and every thing about 
him gives fo much fatisfaćtion, that nothing 
could have recalled to the king or his vizier' 
the daily lefs tormenting idea of Maugraby,, 
had not the nofe of the buffoon, from time to. 
time renewed the remembrance of him.. 

But ere long, they had reafon to conceive 
hopes flill more and more fiattering in all ref- 
pećts, when they beheld that the years rolled 
en, and that the prince, who was circumcifed 
and named Habid-il-Rouman, was daily im= 
proving both in mind and body; they divert: 
themfelves with the ridicułoufnefs of the eu-- 
nuch's vifage, without thinking of him 
who caufed it ; or, if they think of him at all,. 
it is as of a man, who being feen in an advan-. 
ced age, ought no longer to be reckoned among 
the living. | 

The time arrives when Habid-il-Rzouman is 
fent to fchool : the care of the young prince is 
committed to a Cheik, who furpaffed in wif- 
dom all throughout the kingdom, who was at 
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the fame tine Amame of the grand mofque,. 


and at the head of a!l the fćminaries of learn- 
FE at Ilhedmor. "This venerable old man kept 
him continually under his eye, never permit- 
tińg him to aflociate with any, fave the young 
princes of the blood, the fons of the vaflals of 
his fathers crown, and of the other grandees 
ct the kingdom. 

The young Habid had attained his four- 
teenth year, furpafling all his cotemporaries in 
lis progrefs in lcarning of every fort, as well as 
in tle exterior advantages of ftrength, ftature, 
and (nape. 

Fie was the idol of his father and mother ; 
tie hope of the nation on account of thefe ami- 
able qualities, which daily unfolded themfelves,, 
when all of a fudden, an accidznt happens to 
confound the felicity, the fecurity, and almoft 
the hopes of all. 

Maugraby, clothed in a decent manner, in a 
crefs which partly refembled that worn by the 
lawyers, and partly that worn by thofe who are 
devoted to the fervice of the molques, comes 
to demand an audience of Flabed-il-Kalib, a 
prince of very eafy accefs; he conceals, with 
bis hand, the eye of which he was blind ; and 
tne ufher, new in oilice, does not know him. 

Theofficer, after having obtained permifhlon, 
brings him before the king, who was then feat- 
ed on his throne, having his Grand Vizier with 

him, 
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Kim, and the chief of his eunuchs behind, with 
the ordinary guard of the palace. 

Maugraby approaches; he makes three pro- 
found bows, he raifes himfelf, and difcovers 
his odious face, which forces from the mo- 
* narch an exclamation of furprife. 

«« Who are you ?” <« What would you?” ex= 
claims Habed-il-Kalib, confounded beyond all 
expreflion ; *« who hath given you permiflion to : 
come into my prefence, without being an- 
nounced ?” 

« L know,” an(wered Maugraby, << that they 
whofe right is clear may come to demand juf- 
tice of you, fhould it be even againft yourtelf. 
You have been my debtor for thirteen years 
and upwards : the child which you have had 
by Elmennour is mine. I have allowed you. 
to enjoy him long enough ; you have educated . 
him after your own manner, it is necefłary I 
now inftrućt him after mine, and when I fhall 
have performed my duty as a malter, as you 
have difcharged that of a father, I fhall be able 
to return him to you.” 

The king bit his lips, his eyes fparkled with 
anger ; the Vizier conftrains him with a look, 

and thus fpeaks : 
|| «« Whoever you be, O ftranger !” fays heto- 
him, * you render yourfelf guilty of the moft 
punifhable imprudence : dare you come to de-- 
inand of a mighty fovereign, that he give upto: 
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you an oniy fon, who is the property of the 
ftate ? | 

« Vizier,” interrupted Maugraby, (I have 
nothing to do with your harrangue. I fpeak. 
to the king; notto you.” 

«« Prefurnptuous !” fays the Vizier ! << here 
—gouards! inftanily off with the wretch's 
head |” The guards furround Maugraby ż 
they bind him, and conduct him to a court of 
the palace, fet apart for executions.” 








Habid-il-iSalib places himfelf at a window, 


to feaft his eyes with the fight of that head 
which was to him fo odious; one ftroke of a 
fabre fevers it from the body ; it bounds againft 
the earth ; and when the king thinks to głut 
himfielf with the fięht of a dead enemy, he fees 
nothing but a pumpkin divided intwo! 

Jhey approach the body; they perceive not 
one drop of blood ;—it is no longer the fame 


body, —it is a fack filled with the ehaff of rice 


dipped in brimftone, which takes fire, makes a 
crackiing noiie, and fends forth a fimoxa, which 
infefted the whole court ;—foon after all has 
difappeared, and not one legible trace remains 
of the execution, which they came to per- 
form. | 
_ Hlaoid-il-Kalib and his minifter remain a- 
fitonifhed; the day is pafed in fruidefs delber- 
ations, and the king forms the refolution of go- 
jag next morning to implore afliftance at the 
| +  moique, 
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mofquć, by olfering up fervent prayers to God 
and his prophet. 

As the king, at the earlieft dawn of day, was. 
going on.foot, and without fandałs, as a greater 
niark of humility ; though he was furrounded. 
with his guards, a Dervife placed himfelf fud- 
denly in bis way, and ftands before him face 
to face. | 

<«« King,” fays he, « know me again, I am 
Maugraby; I come to demand of you my 
child.” z 

« Ah! accurfed magician,” exclaims Fia- 
bid-il-Kalib, may Fleaven deliver me from 
thee ! and at-the fame tune, he gives orders to 
his guard to rufh upon the counterfeit Dervite 





and fuffocate him on the fpot.” 

the guard obeys;—there not being room 
enough upon the body which they fmite, to re- 
ceive a!l the blows which are aimed at it, they 
trample it under foot; but they, foon perceive, 
that this counterfeit body which thcy wifh to 
deftroy, is nothing but a fack of peas loofed.at 
at both ends, and which fcatters on the fpot all 
the pulfe which iscontained in it ; they roll on 
all fides, and, in a fhort time, not one of them 
remains expofed to view. | 

The king, intimidated by this laft fpećtacle, 
abandons the defign of going to the mofque, 
and returns to his palace. 


There, 
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There, after having confulted with his Vi-- 
zier, they both agree that it is necefłary to 


fend immediately in queft of an aftrologer,. 


who lived at Ihedmor, and who had the re- 


putation of being fkilled in magic, that he might 


They: 





fet this art in oppofition to itfelf. 
tear the aftrologer from his ftudies, and 
bring him by force to the palace ;. he arrives, 
and is informed of the wonders to whichi they 


engage him to oppofe others, which might be: 


able to deftroy them. 
This fage was a vain man: « Sire,” fays he 


to the king, << I am going to enchant a cord;, 


when the magician fhall prefent himfelf before 


your majefty, it is necefiary that an expert hand: 


pafs it quickly round his neck, and if the hand 
be dexterousenough to tie a fecond knot, before 
he be able to pronounce three words, the ma- 
gician is in your power ; refume the defign of 


going to+morrow to the mofque, and I will ac-. 


company you thither.” 


The king foon-found the man; whom it was. 
neceflary he fhould have to caft the running- 
Knot, and to do it in lefs than the twinkling of 


an eye ;—a great juggler by profeffion. 


They caufe him make an experiment of the 


trick, which they expećt of him; a flave whom 


they lay hold of, and who endeavours to de-. 


fend himfelf, is (ecured, and bound with three 
knots, before he could pronounce the name of 
| Mahomet ; 
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Mahomet ; they entertain no doubt about the 
fuccefs of the invention for the day following. 
Fabid-il-Kalb, on horfeback, is on his way 
to prefent himfelf at the mofque. The aftro- 
loger and the bufłoon are along with him.— 
They bchold no human figure prefent itfelf 
to the view ; but, all of a fudden, an afs of a 
huge ftature, efcaped from a flable, before 
which the King was pafling, prefents itielf be- 
fore him, and cries to him, with a frightful 
voice, 66 Give me my child; I am -Mau- 
graby.” | 

'The dexterous buffoon had played his beft 
game, and had given the cord to the aitrologer 
to hold ;. but, in a moment, the huge afs finks3 
into the earth, and the fpećtacle which pres 
fents itfelf to thcir notice is that of the buf- 
foon transformed into a little fcabby ais, with- 
out a tail, and without ears, which fix them- 
felves, the one to the pofteriors, and the other 
upon the head of the aftrologer, who held in 
his hand the end of'the preyeaded magical 
cord, pafied round the neck of;the blanched 
colt. 

[he King was too much aftonifhed ; the 
guard and the people were too much furprifed, 
for any one to be tempted to laugh at this me- 
morphofis, as fudden as it was fngular. - 

By degrees, however, the bufłoon refumes 
his wonted fhape, without any one psrceliving 

! 1t.. 


94 ARABIAN TALES. 


it. "The duft, which was raifea from the earth 


by the prancing of his feet, had prevented them 


from obferving the operation of the change. 
The tail and the ears of the fage in like man- 
ner difappear. | 

«« Sire,” then fays Scheherazade, interrupt 
ing his recital, to addrefs himfelf direćtly to 
the Sultan of the Indies, <* the Syrian aftroa 
loger pereeived that he had to contend, without 
knowing it, againft the wifeft, as well as a- 


gainft the moft dangerous magician who was. 


then upon the earth.” 
Buch was Maugraby. Satan, to wk he 


was a moft faithful flave, had himfelf fet open. 


to him the forty-eight gates of fcience, of 


which there exifted a depofit inn Dom-daniel,, 
at Tunis, before that this place, celebrated: 


throughout all Barbary, had been demolifhed, 


and committed to the flames, with all that it: 


eontained, by Zanate Kalife * 
Maugraby was then, continued the Sultanefs, 


among the moft fkillful magicians of his time, 


as is the light of the moon during the night to 


that of the feebler ftars. He wifhed to chaf-. 


tife the aftrologer, who had fet himfelf againft 
him, and the foolifh eunuch, his affociate, in a 


manner 
* Zanate Kalife was fent by the Califs of Arabia to the 
eonqueft of Mauritania and of the barbarous nations. Thefe 


idolatrous people were entirely given up to magical fuperfti=. 
tions, for which they kept public fchools in the place called. 


le Dom-daniel.. 
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manner which might render them ridiculous 
without inftrućling them. | 
During the momentary change to which he 


ubjećted them, all the fpećtators might have, 
feen that he had treated them like affes, but 


they did not perceive the ridicule which had 
been put upon them, and maintained to thofe 
who fpoke to them of it, that their eyes had 
been fafcinated. 

Habid-il-Kalib, Sire, dejećted by the inefh- 
cacy of the laft attempt which he had juft 
made to deliver himfelf from the perfecutions 
of Maugraby, refolves to purfue his journey to 
the mofque, and there to implore the afliftance 
of God andof the Great Prophet. 

One of his officers is difpatched before hand 
to give notice to the chief of the Amames to 
gather together the minifters of religion, and 
thereby give more eflicacy and folemnity to 
their prayers. 

"Lne chief of the Amames was the venerable 
Cheik, to whom the education of Prince 
Habid-il-Rouman had been intrufted. "The 
Cheik obeys the-orders which he has received, 
drefles himfelf" in his robes of ceremony, and 
proceeds towards the mofque. Fe leaves his 
pupil with fome of his fellow-ftudents, divert- 
ing themfelves in a court, all the gates of which 
were carefully fhut. | 

Thefe 
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Thefe were feeble precautions againft Mau- 
graby. He is perched upon the top of a large 
tree, in the middle of the court, transformed 
into an owl. 

Fie watches the moment when the young 
Prince comes in his turn to crouch beneath the 
tree, whilft his companions are hiding a hand- 
kerchief, which he muft feek for. The dan- 
gerous bird of night then lets fall upon his 
head a fingle drop of water, from a fmall phial 
which it held in its beak, and transforms him 
into a moufe. | 

The little animal, impelled by a natural in- 
fuinćt, runs quite terrified from beneath the, 
tree, and is going to feek a place where to hide 
itfelf. Atthat inftant, the play-fellows ot Fia- 
bid-il-Rouman faw diftinćtly, in the middle of 
the court, a large owl making a fioop at a 
moufe, which was attempting to make its e- 
fcape, and which it bore off. | 

Habid-il-IŚalib, diftraćcted with inquietude, 
and'tormented with fear, 1s returned to his 
palace, and gives orders to fend for his Grand 
Vizier, that he might confult with him upon 
the part he ought to take in thefe circumitan- 
ces of embarraflment in which he was in- 
volved. 

Before the arrival of the minifter, he cafts 
his eyes towards a bureau. Mle fccs upon it 
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It an open paper, filled with written characters. 
Fle looks upon it,- and reads :: 


Maugraby to Habed-il-Kalib, King of Syria. 

« PRINCE without honour! It is not I whom 
thou wifheft to rob of that which is due to me; 
by refufing me the child whom thou gaveft me. 
Itis that power whom thou didft invoke in eat 
ing the apple. "Thy fon is his property, and I 
have taken him, to deliver him up to that 
power to whom he properly belongs.” 

Whilft the King held the dreadful paper in 
his hand, the Grand Vizier arrives ;—he reads 
it. They are thrown into the utmoft coniter- 
nation. While their minds are thus agitated, 
they give orders to the chief of the eunuchs to 
go with the guard in fearch of the young Prince, 
at the houfe of the Cheik, to whofe care he had 
been confided. 

There they find all in confufion. The ve- 
nerable preceptor of Hlabed.il-Rouman was 
violently tearing his beard, and his white hair, 
as he heard the recital of the youths who were 
around his pupil ; the manner in which he had 
vanifhed from their eyes, and the circumftance 
of the fudden appearance of an owl, and of a 
moufe, which this owl carried off. 

The Cheik repairs to the palace, there to 
mix his tears with thofe of the King, the V1- 
zier, and the inconfolable Elmennour. The 
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paper which communicated the intejlizence is 
no more to be found ; but its contents, which 
had announced to them the lofs they had fuf- 
taimed, remain deeply engraved upon thetr me- 
mories. <«Oh! Heaven!” exclaims the King, 
«< to'what barbarous power have I abandoned 
my fon! To what dreadful evil is it that my 
" imprudence has exnofed him!” 

"The Grand Vizier inwardly reproaches him - 
felf: << It was I,” fays he to himfelf, « whe 
procured accefs to this abominable magician, 
and counfelled the trial of his fatal fecret.—I 
have been the caufe of wretchednefs to my So- 
vereign, to my daughter, to myfelf, and alfo to 
an innocent child.” Elmennour, ftiled by her 
fighs, could only pronounce thefe words — 
« My fon! my fon! my beloved fon !” 

"The Cheik does not mterrupt thefe frft ef- 
fećts of grief. At length he embraces an op- 
portunity to fpeak : << We are all guilty,” fays 
he to them, *<* and therefore it is we are chal- 
tifed of Fieaven ; but, think ye, will its jufłice 
fufer a Muflulman, faithful to the laws which 
were impofed upon him by circumcifion, to fail 
into the power of any other being than that of 
the great Prophet, whofe ieal he bears: My 
amiable pupil, Habed-il-Rouman, has in his 
heart the feeds of every virtue. He is a plant 


ot the faireft form, which lifts up its branches 


to the itars, and the dew of Heaven will wa- 
| ter 
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ter it, wherever it may be planted. He any 
power rob him of the providence of the Eter- 
nal, who has him for'ever in his eye? Let us 
„then open all the mofques, and, againft a fu- 
pernatural and infernal power, let us arm that 
power which nothing can refift.” 

The words of the Cheik afford fome hope 
of confolation, by reviving a little the hopes 
of the afflicted family, and public prayers are 
ordered in Thedmor, and throughout all Syria. 

Meanwhile, the young Habed- il-Rouman 
was in the moft deplorable fituation. 'The bar- 
barous Maugraby had tranfported him into the 
midft of a defart: There he reftores him to his. 
proper form; and preients himfelf before the 
„Prince, blind of one eye, bleared in the other, 
loathfome, as he firft appeared before the gate 
of the palace at Ihedmor. << Do you know 
me ? fays he to the terrified Prince. 

Naturally gentle, Habed-il-Rouman anfwers. 
him who interrogated him in fuch a brutal 
manner, <* No; I do not know who you are.” 

« You are about to learn; replies the cruel 
magician, giving him at the fame time a blow 
on the ear. *<* I am Maugraby ; have you ne- 
ver heard me fpoken of ?* 

Habed-il-Rouman perceiving himfelf ftruck, 
for, the firft time in his life ; he, the fon of a 
king ; he, who had never till now been addref- 
frd by any one, even though there might have 
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been oceafion to reprove him for a fault, but 
with the moft delicate refpećt, is feized with 
the utmoit aftonifhment. He deliberates with 
hbimfelf for a moment, and rubs his eyes, to. 
difhipate the difagreeable reverie in which he 
believes himfelf wrapt. Maugraby divines the 
caufe of his Glence. | 

« You do not dream; fays he to him. « At- 
tend to the queftion which I propofe to you. — 
I am Maugraby ; have you never heard me fpo- 
ken of ?” 

« Yes, I have,” replies the young Prince ; 
« from my mother, and oftner ftill from my 
tutor, I have heard the hiftory of an apple, 
which was brought to my father by Mau- 
graby.” 

« What fayeft thou here of żby father and 
zby maother ? 1hou art born of the kernal of 
my apple,” anfwers the magician. 

ć< | aflure you,” fays the young Prince, 
«« that I am born of my mother; that Habed- 
i-Kalibtis my father, all the world tells me.” 

«« AJ] the world lies,” anfwers Maugraby, 
giving him a fecond blow feverer than the frft. 
« '[hy pretended father and thy pretended mo- 
ther are good for nothing but to be mules for my 
fłable. Let us fee if thou belongeft to the race 
trom which thou pretendeft to be defcended.”* 

At the fame time, Maugraby takes up fome 
rain water in the hollow of his hand, from a 
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rock which is within his reach ; he dafhes it 
+1) his face; he transforms him into a mule, 
and inftantly gsts upon his back. '[he poor 
Frince is forced to employ his legs in running, 
for he pufhes him on with a fhower of ftripes. 

Habed-il-Rouman was ready to call the 
whole earth to his afhitance, and to invoke: 
that of the great Prophet; he can articulate 
notning but founds that are terrible to himfelf. 

Meanwhile, the cruel magician gives him no 
relt, either by day or by night, till he had 
reached the place where he meant to ftop. 

They are at the foot of a frightful mountain, 
whofe fummit fzems to hide itfelf among the 
clouds; a defart, more dreadful than all thofg 
wkich they had paficd, environ them ón every 
fde. "There the magician alights, and ties his 
mule to the branch of a ftrong thorn, growing 
upon the brink of a fountatn, which ifiued from 
the crevices of the mountain. 

<« Curfed beaft !” fays he, ftill beating upon 
the back of the unfortunate youth. < Thy 
education has enervated thee ; we fhall fee im- 
mediateły if I can inftruśt you how to become 
more worthy.” Meanwhile he approaches the 
fountain, to draw water from it. 

The fatigued, exhaufted, and bruifed body ot 
the mule, into which the unfortunate Prince 
of Syria had been transformed, unable.any 
longer to fupport itfelf on its feeble legs, falls. 
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to the ground. Maugraby approaches him, and 
fprinkles the water on his head, at the fame 
time pronouncing aloud thefe words : ** Suójećź 
of Sałan, in tbe name of Satan, relume thy 
torm.” 

Immediately the poor Habed-il-Rouman can 
difcover that Kis arms and hands are reftored, 
though disfigured wish blows, and covered with 
blood. 'Fhe magician plunges him in the 
ttream, the coolnefs' of which fomewhat invi- 
gorates the fpirits of the poor languifhing 
wretch ; and then his relentlefs perfecutor, af- 
ter having feated himfelf, his back leaning a- 
gainft the rock, addrefies him in a tone fome»= 
what lefs fevere: <* Say, Flabed, whofe fon 
art thou-?* 

« Alas!” replies the young Prince, with a. 
feeble voice ; <* I am the child of that apple 5 
of that kernal of which you have fpoken to 
me. I am your's, fnce your heart compaflio- 
nates my diitrefs |” | 

« You have done well to anfwer as you 
ought.—1I have caufed you lofe in the ftream 
the laft drop of that cdious bloed, which is 
derived to you from a man and a woman, who 
have been guilty ef the blackeft ingratitude 
and perjury ; who, mitead of recompenfing me 
for the good I have done them, are intent up- 
on my deftrućlion. On my account, you have 
endured the punifhment of their wickednefs ; 
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you have been expofed to the common law, 
which fubjećts children to the vengeance due to 
the demerits of their parents. It is with regret 
that I have fuffered to fall upon you a fhare of 
that vengeance which was the juft reward of 
their infidelity. Be wife and be convinced, and 
you fhall find im mea father, who will love you 
without weaknefs ; who will inftrućt you with 
the moft afliduous care, and who, without fufe 
fering you to be infatuated by the idea of that 
power and grandeur, to which all around you 
are continually reminding you that you was 
born,.can affociate you with a power of whom 
all the fovereigns in the world are jealous. On 
thefe conditions, will you confent to be: my 
fon, Flabed ?* 

«« Alas! Yes,” fays the young Prince, who 
dreaded that ke would in a fhort time be no 
more, becaufe he regarded the ftate of abfolute 
debility in which he fourd himfelf as the fore- 
tunner of death. 

«« We go then, my dear child,” fays the ma- 
gician, ** now that I have appeafed, by my ri- 
gorous treatment of you, the omnipotent power 
whom your pretended father' hath irritated, 
both againft himfelf and you, to invoke him to- 
gether, that at his name this mountain may 
open, and afford us an eafy paflage into a re- 
gion.of delights, where you may find every 
afhftance nocefłary for the re-eftablifhiment of 
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health ; where you may find the joys peculiar” 
to your age, and, ina word, that inftrućtion 
which you never could have derived from an 
ignorant Cheik, who has made it a law to him- 
felf, to believe that all the fecrets of nature are 
included in a fingle book, which is nothing 
more than the tinfel of a dream.” 

Habed-il-Rouman was dying, and he wifhed: 
to. live. << I will do all that you would have.me,” 
fays he to a man, who, after having fhewn 
himfelf fo cruel, fo formidable, feemed willing: 
to conceive for him ientiments more gentle. 

[he magician then rifes. Hle takes from a: 
purfe which hung by his girdle a little book, a. 
fmall wax taper, and a bnck ; he gathers to- 
gether fome dry leaves, and fets them on fire ; 
he cafts fome perfumes into the flame, pro- 
nounces fome words of invocation and conju- 
ration with a hoarfe voice, and concludes thus : 
« Omnipotent Satan! king of tbe whole earth I 
żavo of tby children «wifb to go and take repofe in 
tbe region of deligbis which flow from tby munifi= 
cence. At thy name may tbe eartb open, tbat tbey 
may have accefś to tbis place.” 

The young Prince, wholly abforbed in con- 
templating the mifery of his condition, was 
fcarcely able to follow, in his mind, the words 
which ftill founded in his ear. Allof a fud- 
den, the earth trembles bercath him, and he 
falis into a fwoon ; but the magician comes up 

to 


WP 


ARABIAN TALES. IOĘ 


EF 


to him, and makes him fmell an efience, which 
inftantly reftores him to life ; and, giving him 
his hand to afhft him in getting up, he con- 
dućts him towards a cave, which had juft 
opened in the entrails of the mountain. The 
taper, which the magician held in his hand, 
guides them through the windings by which 
they were obliged to pafs, until they arrive at 
a fuperb plain, under a ferene and delightful 
fky, upon a country whofe fertility difplayed it- 
felf in the vigour and beauty of the plants 
which covered it, and in the abundance of lit- 
tle rivulets wherewith it was watered. 

Land fkips, the moft pićturefque and beauti- 
ful, everywhere prefent themielves to their 
view. 

They fee fiocks grazing throughout the fields, 
and running fportive from płace to place ; the 
feathered tribe wing their flight through the 
air, but none of them feem wild, their plea- 
fures or their wants occafioning the diferent 
cares wherewith they appear agitated. 

«« What is your opinion of the country 
which lies before you?” fays Maugraby to 
the young Prince. 

<< [hat it is very beautiful,” replies Habed- 
il-Rouman. < It is well! my fon,” fays the 
magician. **It is to you as it is to me, if you be 
wife, and what you now fee is nothing to what 
ts to come.” 
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At that inftant, they difcover a palace of ex- 
traordinary grandeur and magnifcence. « lo 
whom, think you, does this koufe belong, my 
child ?' fays Maugraby % him. 

_<« Doubtlefs to you,” anfwers the young 
Prince.—* Yes,” replies his conductor, * it 
belongs to your father, Maugraby, and it fhall 
be yours, provided your condućt be fuch as he 
may have reafon to approve. 

« When I treated you with fuch feverity, 
my child, you never could have fufpećted that 
I loved you, and that I had fuch great things. 
in referve for you. Children miitake thofe 
who carefs them for their beft friends ; it is 
not thus that one ought to. begin with youth z. 
it is. neceffary that it be inltrućted to-fear, be-- 
fore it be taught to love. 

«« When you lived with the King of Syria, 
all your foibles were fuffered to pafs unnoticed,, 
fo that by the time you arrived at man's eltate;, 
*' you might have conceived the idea, that you. 
was at liberty to turn the whole kingdom up- 
_ fide down, if you choofed it, and that after all 

- you ought to be thanked for doing fo.” 

« Here it is neceflary you be convinced, that 
you cannot commit a fegle fault which fhall 
not be followed with the feverelt punifhment, 
"nor do any good which fhall not daily bring a- 
long with it its proper reward. Behold then 
how one treats thofe whom they love; thely 
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difobedience ought not to be pardoned, any 
more than their want of confidence. 

« You imagine, perhaps, my dear child, 
that we will find numbers of people in this vaft 
palace, which you behołd. When I forefaw 
that I muft bring my fon to this place, to edu-| 
cate him under my own eye, I drove all hence, 
to prevent his being expofed to the adulations 
of a fingle fycophant. 

«« You will want for nothing here, becaufe 
I know that I can put my hand to every thing. 
Loving you from your birth, before you had 
any caufe to doubt of it, I have put myfelf in- 
to a condition, when you fhall be inclined to 
profit by my inftrućtions, of being able to fup- 
ply to you the place of ail thofe iervants, of 
whom I have thought proper to deprive you till 
you fhould be better attended.” ' 

Itis impofhble to defcribe the ideas which 
fprung up in the mind of Habed-il-Rouman, 
upon hearing this dfcourfe, which Maugraby 
intermingled with feverity and carcfies, and 
threats and promifes, and efpecially when he 
heard in how unfavourable a manner he feem- 
ed anxious to fpeak of the education he might 
have received at the pfTace of Ihedmor. 

All was new to the young Prince, both in 
the aćtions of which he was the.objećt, and in 
the nature of the promiles which he heard 
made. Conftrained by fear, rather than induced 
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by any other motive, he difiembled his embar- 
raflment better than he could expećt'; and he 
might have remained in this fituation for a 
confiderable time, had he not juft then enter- 
ed the feemingly folitary habitation of Mau- 
graby. | 

The architećture of it was altogether grand, 
noble, fimple, and magnificent, but this was 
by no means calculated to attraćt the notice of 
a young Prince, whofe eyes were accuftomed 
to behold magnificence. He was fomewhat 
furprifed, however, to find the gates open, and 
a centinel over them. 

From colonnades to fteriftile, from periftile 
to veftible, from faloon to faloon, he condućts 
him to a pavilion, whofe angles were adorned 
with four fountains of water, more EA 
than chryftal. 

A Jet D'Eau iflues from a table of green 
marbłe, which ftands in the center of the work, 
and, after having played round the vafe of its 
bafon, łoofes itfelf beneath, by the chinks 
which receive it. 

A gate, whofe height was proportioned to 
the elevation of the edifice, admitted the rays 
of the fun, which fell obliquely upon the foun- 
tain, and exhibited the appearance of a moving 
rainbow. 

The curvature of the pavilion was ornament- 


ed with fuperb fophas. Four lofty windows, 
which 
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which lighted it, contained each a gold cage of 
exquifite workmanfhip, inhabited by birds of 
the moft vivid and beautifully variegated 
plumage, which poured forth the warblings of 
their little throats, in notes moft exquifitely 
harmonious, and fported themfelves amidft the 
flowers and odoriferous fhrubs with which thę 
floors of their dwellings were garniihed. 

« My child, behold your ftudy!” fays Mau- 
graby to his pupil, << if it appears to fitit you ; 
for, as I make you mafter here, you have your 
choice. Recline yourfelf upon one of thefe fo- 
phas. Do! take your repofe, whilft I prepare 
fupper for you. You will recover your ftrength. 

«« Contiguous to this there is a room of 
baths. I am going to warm them with a fire 
of wood. Queftionłefs you bear upon your 
arms and body the remains of contufions, the 
confequence of the treatment you have experi- 
enced. Let us do our beft to remove, by de- 
grees, both the pain and the marks. 

«« But, my fon! amidft the pleafures which 
furround us, it is not unhappy that fomething 
recalls to us the remembrance of pains that are 
paft. | leave you for a moment. I am going 
to put every thing in readinefs which is necef- 
fary for you.” After thefe words, Maugraby 
departs, and Habed-il-Rouman lies reclined 
upon a fopha, where he would have wholly 
refigned himfelf to the bitternefs of refiećtion, 
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had not the harmonious melody of the birds, 
which bade adieu to the fetting fun, diverted 
his melancholy. 

Juft then his mafter re-enters with a bafket 
of rich fruits. «« Choofe,” fays he, * and eat.” 
"Then he difappears.—S0me time after, he re- 
curns. He condućts him to a neighbouring 
faloon, where all was delicious, and, after hav- 
ing himfelf undrefied him, he caufes him en- 
ter a bath of nicely attempered heat, amidft 
an air perfumed with fpices of the fweeteft 
_fmell. 

Maugraby enters the bath, there to wrap up 
his pupil in filk clothes, of the moft exquifte 
fineniefs. He gently prefles the contufions, 
which behoved ftill to be painful. He foon 
removes all fenfe of pain, and diffipates the 
infiammation, fo that the marks could fcarcely 
be decerned. | ! 

« Were my child at Thedmor,” fays the 
magician, <* they would have abandoned him 
to the care of a flave. Ah! how much more 
virtue is there in the hand of a father! It 18 
more cautious and gentle than that of any 
other. | | 

« You are now well, my dear fon! Let us 
go to the faloon, where you are to fup. — 
Meanwhile he makes him drefs himfelf in 
flippers, and a robe of filk. After having 


combed and perfumed his head with the 
| »  greateft 
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greateft care, he condućts him into another aa 
partment, illuminated with an hundred wax- 
tapers, which blazed in the moft magnificent 
girandoles. He caufes him repofe himielf up- 
on one of the moft voluptuous fophas. 

«« I fhall not always accommodate you fo 
luxurioufly,” fays he to the Prince, «* but I - 
love to make a regular repofe fucceed a great 
fatigue. Take a moment's reft. I am going 
to prepare your repaft ; all things are already 
under my hand. I have myfelf collećted the 
pulfe, and killed in my poultry-yard what is 
neceflary for us. lam a moft expert cook, and 
you will learn to be one for yourfelf.*” With 
thefe words he retires, 

Habed-il-Rouman is more aftonifhed than 
ever at all he fees; but the fatigue and the 
bath have difpofed him to reft. He falls 
afleep. 

Whilft he is repofing, a table of a delicious 
repaft is fpread before him, confifting of game, 
* fih, and feafoned rice, and a fideboard, placed 
near the table, is loaded with fruits, preferves, 
and exquifite wines. Maugraby awakes him: 
« Come, Habed,” fays he, 6 it is teme to eat.” 
'Lhe young Prince feats himfelf. At his age 
the edge of appetite is keener than at any other. 
His hoft fits oppofite to him, and ferves him. 
with the minuteft attention, continually feek- 
iag an opportunity to fay the moft agreeable 


5 2 things 


ITZ: | ARABIAN TALE$. 


things to him, and in a manner which the 
very tone of his voice rendered flattering. 

"This alteration in the voiee of his ravifher is 
the Arft thing that ftrikes the young Prince of 
dyria. By little and little, he ventures to look 
at the man who fpeaks to hin:; the change 
which has taken place in his countenance is 
ftill more to his advantage than the embellifh- 
"ment of hisvoice. It is that of a venerable old 
man, whofe eyes fparkle with an extraordinary 
-" fire, but all whofe other features are agreeable. 

«« But,” all of a fudden, exclaims Habed-il- 
Rouman, impelled by an ingenuous tranfport; 
«you are not furely that blind villain by whom 
I have been carried off, transformed into a 
mule, and fo mercilefsly beaten.”* 

« Oh, my child! I appear exceeding ugly, 
exceeding blind, to thofe whom I ought to re- 
gard with an evil eye ; but to. an obedient fon, 
fuch as you will be, I am always fuch as you 
behold me. Do you acknowledge me then for 
your true father ?” 

The luftre, which at this inftant appears in 
the eyes of Maugraby, does not fuffer Habed- 
il-Rouman to hefitate in his reply : << Oh af= 
furedly "'" fays he to him, <* you are my fa- 
ther.” At thefe words the magician rifes, and 
goes to embrace him, in a tranfport of tender— 
nefs. <*Ah! fayshe, «I ftrongly fufpećłed 
that blood would fpeak. (Go, my fon, into the 

| apartment 
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mpartment which is allatted for yotir repofe.— 
I hope to find in you a great confolation to my 
ołd age; and I (hall not die without leaving be- 
hind me an heir, whofe power fhall exalt him 
above all the potentates of the earth.” 

Having thus fpoken, Maugraby takes the 
young Prince by the hand, and condućts him 
to a chamber, where the moft famptaote bed 
was prepared for him. 

«« Take a found fłeep,” fays he to him, ** to- 
morrow I will fhow you my little arrange-. 
ments in this place; and when you fhall be 
fufhciently repofed we will decyc(e together 
on what concerns your education.” 

Here the beautiful Sultanefs interrupts her- 
felf a fecond time. ** Admire, Sire,” fays fhe,. 
« the infernal fubtility of this deteftable Mau-' 
graby ! Who would not believe but he tender= 
ły loved this young man? Who would not 
think but he fincerely meant his happinefs — 
But he wifhes to fubdue him by fear, and entice: 
him by pleafures;z and, if he can by thefe 
means render himfelf abfolute mafter over him, . 
to corrupt his (oul, and render him as wickedy. 
as devoted to Satan, as himfelf. 

He performs about him the feveral' ofices: 
of a flave, a cook, and an inftrućtor. He de-- 
„ votes himfelf to all. But to become, by engaz- 
tng his confidence, the entire mafler over him. 
to whom he feems to (acrifice himfelf, he: 

K 3. fpreads: 
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fpreads for him the moft artful fnares, and re- 
tires to meditate others, 

Meanwhile the young prince of Syria, to. 
whom the ufe of wine was unknown, feels his 
head giddy with it, and falls afleep. - 

At fun-rife, his hoft, full of the moft ftudied 
attentions, €omes and opens the curtains of his 
bed. 


« Come, my fon,” fays he, <* the beautiful. 


morning .invites us to walk, here we do not 
fuffer it to pafs unenjoyed ; we are going ta 
take, each of us, a bow and arrows: You are 
an Arabian, and my Moor. We ought both 
of us to learn to be ferviceable to each other. 

«« Having taken a furvey of fome of the cu- 
riofities of our folitude, we will fearch in the 
air, on the earth, and alfo in the waters, for 
what our appetite demands; it is neceflary. 
we fhould perform the talk of mutual good 
oflices with pleafure.” 

While Maugraby was fpeaking, he afifted 
Habed-il-Rouman to put om a drefs fuited to 
the walk and the chafe. 

They arę on their way; the fky appeared 
pure and ferene. 'Thick clouds, fupported by 
a chain of mountains, bordered. the horizon on 
every fide. As far asthe eye could reach, the 
mild rays of the fun feem to animate every 
obje6t, and the refrefhing zephyrs fan the air 
with a gentle agitation, R 
! | jt 
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_ «8 [t is receflary that I inform you,” my dear: 
fon, fays Maugraby, <* in what part of the 
earth we are. This (mall plain is furrounded, 
en all fides, by the fummits of mount Atlas : It 
was a dry, inhofpitable defart.. 

«« When I undęrtook to fertilize this place, 
to make it my refidence in ordinary, it was no= 
thing but a heap of fand covered with vapours,, 
fuch as thefe which you behold in the horizon;, 
all hope of vegitation.was banifhed hence; hćre 
"there was. not to be found a fingle reptile or a 
fingle plant of the fmalleft fpecies. The winds 
raged with irrefiftible fury, and. turned up. 
eternal clouds of fand: The climate was in- 
fupportable ; there was not a fingle drop of 
water; and the united power of all the fovee 
reigns upon earth. could not here have formed 
the leaft: eftablifhment.. 

«« But there is nothing impofhble to thofe 
who, like you and me, have had the good for- 
tune of being fubjećted,from the inftant of their 
birth, to that Great Spirit who difpofes of all 
the fecrets of nature ; when.they have attain- 
ed perfećtion in all the fciences, by which a 
man can exalt himfelf to the knowledge of. his 
fecrets. | 

« By an aid fo powerful, I had foon extrac= 
ted from. the moft. fertile vallies which cover 
the face of the earth, whatever was necefiary 
to.enrich this plain with. all the wonders of ve- 

gitation ; 
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' gitation; and I caufed iflue from the bowels_ 


of the earth the fprings which were neceffary' 
to water them. 'The fame power furnifhes me 
with all the advantages which we now enjoy.” 
Whuilft Maugraby wholły engroffed the at- 
tention of his pupil by the recital of the won- 
ders with which he entertained him, they found 
themfelves upon the brink of a living and tranf- 
parent river, whole ftreams feemed plentifulły 
furnifhed with fifh; an antelope fuddenly ap- 
pears on the banks of the river, Maugraby puts 
it in motion with a wave'of the hand, and fends 
an arrow after it, which ftretches it upon the: 
green turf, 
Habed-il-Rouman, ftrmulated by emulation; 
fees a young roebuck, which was bounding 
- from thicket to thicket, he takes his aim, the: 
arrow pierces its. fide; the wounded animał 
reełs and falls. <* Admirable ! my fon,” fays 
the magician. Mean while he approaches. 
the river, and pierces a fifh,. which was fport- 
ing itfelf oh the furface of the water ; Habed 
plunges into the ftream, and dexteroufly feizes 
the fifh, which the current was hurrying away.” 
«« We will leave here,” fays he to the young 


prińce, the produce of our chafe, I will re=. 


turn to take it up ; we have no need to load ourz 


felves, as this would embarrafs us in our. 


walk.” 
cc I 
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« | gm going,” continued he, << to fhow 


you to-day one of the objećts particularly con- 
fecrated to our ufe ; it is that of the poultry- 
yard. . 
«c As the nature of my ftuation obliges me 
frequently to abfent myfelf from this place, 
you will find there what will amply fupply you 
with neceffaries, when you fhall be too much 
engaged with your fłudies, to be at liberty to 
follow the pleafurcs of the chace.” 

ć« 'Fo-day we will purfue no other objećt 
but this;—we have more than one walk to 
make together ; and it is proper that each day 

be marked with a diverfity of purfujts.” 
-_ Having thus fpoken, the fawning magician 
condućted him to a volery concealed in the 
midft of a wood, compofed of trees of every 
kind ; the mixture and variety of flowers and 
fruits with which their branches were loaded, 
produced a charming effećt. 

The volery formed ą fquare of an hundred 
paces, and an hundred feet in height; it was 
covered over with enamelled gold of iligrame- 
work of a delicate green, and of a texture fo 
exquifitely flight, that one behoved to be very 
near to be able to perceive it. 

Among the plants and trees which confti- 
tuted the ornament of this place, he had felec- 
ted thofe chiefły whofe fruits and feeds are 
grateful to the tafte of whatever bird from al 
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parts of the world: round the trees, whofe 
height wculd have otherwife rendered all ace 
cefs to the nefts extremely difficult, there were 
placed ealy, winding fteps, whereby one might 
climb to their very tops. 

A fountain rofe in the middle of the volery, 
and fell back into a vait bafon, lined with 
green turf, from whence it diftributed itfelf, by 
fmall canals on a level with the ground, through 
every part of the volery. 

Favoured by this continual humidity, and by 
an unclouded fun, the earth, of itfelf fertile, 
was covered with a luxuriance of plants, thę 
moft proper to furnifh food requifite for the va- 
riety of birds collećted into this dehghtful 
abode. NE: 
The magician faw, with pleafure, the effećt 
which this fight had upon the ałtered mind of 
his pupil; it was neceflary to banifh from him 
the recollećtions which might ftill remain, that 
he might readily and entirely fubjećt-him to his 
own fentiments, and make him enter into his 
mifchievous defigns. 

Impelled by the ardour of youth, Habed-il- 
Rouman climbs to the top of a cedar, to unnef- 
tle (ome young ring-doves; he puts two pair 
into his bofom, and defcends fatisfied with his 
prize. Coułd he have done this at 'Ihedmor 
his happinefs would have been complete ; 
but in fpite of the carefies of Maugraby, the 

mind 


ARABIAN TALES. 119 


mind of the young prince is under continual 
reftraint. 

« [t appears,” fays the magician to him, 
ć« that you wifh no more of this, my dear 
child. When you wason the top of the cedar; 
you muft have perceived the palace, it is very 
near us, carry the pigeons thither ; go lay afide 
this drefs, which muft have incommoded you 
in the journey : I go myfelf to collećt our fpoils, 
and I return in an inftant to get ready our re= 
paft.” 

Habel-il-Rouman returned alone, and would 
perhaps have given himfelf up to certain re- 
fećtions, but the path which condućts him to 
the palace, leads through an orchard thick 
planted with trees, unknown to him, and load_ 
ed with various kinds of fruits, of admirable 
beauty. 

He gathers of the fruits, and finds them ex- 
quifite : He eats of them, and cannot fatiate 
himfelf. At laft he carries off fome of them: 
He re-enters the pavilion of fountains, and de- 
pofits his little burden. (©One would have be- 
leved that the birds in their cages were glad 
to fee him again, fo great was the joy they de- 
monftrated,; fuch was the variety and har- 
mony which they mingłed in their notes. 

The prince of Syria finds a drefs as rich as 
it was charming, he puts it on, after having rid 

| himfelf 
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himfelf of his own: At this inftant the magi- 
cian arrive3. 


« Ah!” fays he tohim, **you are drefled, my 


child, without my afhftance ! T'here is nothing 
amifs in your having put on this drefs; but I 
am forry that I have not fpared you this trou- 
ble.” 

Accuftomed Boi Mia was to flat- 
tery, this makes him blufh: becaufe his foul, 
prepoflefied with love to his father and his mo- 
ther, ftill refufed to furrender itfelf to the ca- 
refles and ftudied anticipations of his wifhes, 
with which he felt himfelf opprefied. 

The magician obferves the fruit. upon a ta- 
ble: <« Ah!” fays he, < here is fruit! I will 
wager you have been eating fome of it!” 

The prince blufhes.„<< HIhink you,” replies 
the magician, ** that I mean to reproach you 
for it? Youare my child! every thing that is 
here, within the reach of. my power, is your's. 

I am not one of thofe fathers who appro- 
priate all they have to themfelves, who keep 
their children at a diftance, under pretence of 
inftrućting them, to deliver themfelves from 
the trouble of looking after them, and prevent 
them from participating in their pleafures.” 

«« My fon is here as much king as I am; if 
he is continually to perform my pleafure, it is 
incumbent upon me to inftrućt him in his duty, 

and 
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and upon him to render the. poonozace of 
this duty pleafant. 

« plear me, Habed ! -I intęrdict ,you from 
"eating thefe fruits, becaufe they would rob you 
of your appetite, which. is-the'firft and the beft 
feafonimg of the repaft which we are fhortly to 
make together. -Repofe yourfelf upon a fo- 
pha; this is by no meąns a day of application 
here ; divert yourfelf with the finging of the 
„birds ; ;—your cook is too eafer to ferve you to 
„caufe'you wait long.” 

"The young man, in a ftate of uncertainty and 
-diftraćtion, continues meditating, as it were in 
fpite of himfelf, on every thing he had been 
faying to him. 

Scarce half an hour is elapfed when the Te- 
paft is ferved up: "The filh, the-venifon, the 
pigeons, ałl are delicious. . 

The magician fhows himfelf fo attentive, fo 
„obliging, fo infinuating, that the charms of his 
sdifcourfe, of his actions, and of his manners, 
begin: to triumph over the innocent creature 
whom he befets with fnares. The young prinee 
4s inclined to believe that the man, who calls 
„him his real child, might in reality be his 'fa- 
-ther, by means of the apple of «which he had 
made fuch frequent mention ; and before the 
„repaft iś concluded, he has drank to the health 
'_-of Maugraby, by the name of:Fażher ; * buty” 
Vo. IV, L ays 


+22 ARABIAN TALES. 


'fays he, *« Elmennour,—is fhe not ftil miy mo- 
ther ?” | ! - 

«« No more than fhe was your nurfe,” an- 
fwers the magician: I forbid you to think of 
'thefe people, who, in order to get rid óf you, 
abandoned you to an old dotard, who kept you 
under continual reftraint, and 'taught you no- 
thing but folly. 

«« When they gave you a bird, my fon, they 
imagined they made you a fuitable prefent ; for 
me, I have made you mafter over an hundred 
thoufand : They repeated in your ears that you 
was formed to command, and they kept you 
under continual fubjećtion to an old white- 
bearded fellow, who obliged you to pore incef- 
fantly over a book, which is repłete with ab- 
furdities. 

« Your pretended father, to give himfelf 
an air of importance, kept about him a guard 
*of feventy thoufand men ; and for thee, poor 


little unfortunate ! they left tłiee in the midft - 


of a.crówd of children, from the midft of whom 
I carried you away. 

« Oh my dear child ! I wifh greater revenge 
upon thefe two wretches, whom you believe 
to be your father ańd your mother, for the 
evil they have done and wifhed to do you ; fór 
"their want of faith ; for their perfidy, for their 
frightful ingratitude towards me. 
- ' « I 


— 


| 
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. « I have loaded. them with benefts; thrice 
they have attempted my, life! When I fhall 
have made them bettęr known to you, I fhall, 
perhaps, hawe much ado, to reftrain your 
vengeance.” | 

It, was evident, that in fpite of the fpeciouf- 
nefs, of his reafons, Maugraby had gone too 
far ; fot though, he had fpoken in a tone as af- 
fećtang as vehement, the young prince feels a 
fomething in his heart, which makes him caft 
his eyes upon the ground, and forces from him 
foime tears. _ 8 

[The crafty magician perceives it.; it is necef-. 
fary that he diflipate the ideas which he had re- 
called, and allay the fenfbilities of nature 
which he had roufed. A glafs of an exquifitę 
liquor, a potion as intoxicating as it was rare, 
is the ftratagem: he employs. [he young man 
is foon fenfible of its effećt on his head; and * 
the pretended father, with the tendereft atten- 
tion, places the vićtim of his cunning on a 
fopha. | 

When he awoke, the innocent youth is af- 
failed of new by alł tkefe endearing carefles,. 
which give a relifh to flattery. He falls from 
the fnares of a luxurious entertainment into 
the arms of fleep, which had been provoked. 
by a variety of means ; and the riGng day pre- 
pares a new fcene for him. 


L2 | "They 
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They fet out upon their walk. Three courts: 
are opened for him ;one containing thofe ani- 
mals which are calłed domefłic; another thofe- 
that are called favage ; anda third itored with 
thofe known by the name of wild beafts.— 
The firft' carefs him in a thoufand different 
ways ; the fecond obey his voice ; and the laft, 
which are never mentioned in common but as: 
objects of terror, came and humbly crouch at 
his feet. | 

«« Behołd ! my fon,” fays the magician, 
«« the fuperiority of a man of fcience. All the- 
beings in nature are fubjećt to Kis voice. The 
dog which guarded the gate of your Cheik 
with his white beard, woułd have bit him had: 
he approached too near it, though'hefhould have 
recited to it the whole Alcoran. But [-—I will 
liere inftrućt you in a fingle word, which will- 
make the cedar, the talleft among all the trees 
of the foreft, to bow down before you. You: 
conceive at prefent that I am inRrućting you 
in things of no importance.” 

* Habed-il-Rouman re-enters the pavilion of 
fountains, ftruck with wonder and aftonifhment 
at all he faw. 

He ferves him at dinner. His care of him 
is exemplified in the minuteft inftances. Af- 
ter thefe unremitting afliduities, he leaves him, 
as it were, to himielf. 
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In the afternoon, he engages him in the li- 
brary. Itis herehe makes him take a view of 
all thefe refources by which he might advan- 
tageoufły fill up his hours of leifure. From 
mufic, even to the fłudy of aftrology and the 
occult fciences, there is not a fingle fpecies of 
knowledge which this immenfe repofitory, of 
which he was then taking a furvey, does not 
furnifh him with the means of acquiring. 

«« Man is nothing without fcience,” fays the 
magician. « He is inferior to the animal crea- 
tion in ftrength and dexterity, and can onły 
boaft himfelf of the flender fuperiority of being 
able to exprefs his fentiments in a variety of 
ways, without knowing, for the moft part, what 
he fays, whilit that which he calls a beaft con- 
tinually expreflies itfelf with uniformity and 
juftice. |It is here you will commence your 
ftudies ; here you will profit from all that | 
have collected, from all that I know, and I 
will direćt you where you ought to finifh them, . 
when I fhall be fatisfied with your progrefs. 

ść [t is necefłary; in the firft place, to learn to 
exprefs yqurfelf with facility ; afterwards to 
ftudy the art of unfolding your ideas with per- 
fpicuity and order. Here every :objećt that 
can poffibly call forth thefe ideas, will prefent 
itfelf in fuccefhion before your eyes. 

«« But, my dear child, you cannot attain the 
knowledge of thefe things but under my eye; 

„do 7 and. 
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and with my afliftance, . till you have rendered*. 


yourfelf perfectly agreeable, by:your entire fub= 


miflion, and unremitted toils, to him who fports- 


himfelf here with'ali beings,. and this you can 
do much more eafily than you. amufed yourfelf 
with the little bones, in. the difmal kenneł in 
which your old Cheik confined you.. 

« That I am going tołay before you certain 
fubjećts for your inveftigation and. difcovery 


need give you_no alarm.. [he acquirement of 
fcience is by no. means fo difficult as is general - 


ly believed; fince the elements which it pres 
fents are fimple, and fince the objećts upon 
which it fhould proceed are obvious to exami- 


nation. Nature is.not an inexplicable myftery, 
unlefs to thofe who have not known _ how to- 


explore her fecrets; as: we are going:to do.” 


—_ Habed-il-Rouman pofłefied a lively imagina=- 
tion, and was particularly capable of. intenfę: 


application. . His curiofity was ftrongły excited, 


. and he plunges wath eagernefs.into the midft of: 


thofe toils and dangers which he wifhed.him to 
undergo- on account of his educatioh.. 

Then the malter and the pupił fx the 
„order in which the fubjećts- were to be treat- 


ed, and the. hours divided ; and therr ftudies. 


commence with an incredible ardour-on both 
fides. It was necefłary to tear the young 


Prince from the objećts which engrofłed his. 


attentiort, to. be able to make him take the 
< | amufements 


ua asczyccij han A | 4000000000 


' ARABIAN TALES. 127 


amufements of hunting and fifhing ; and his. 
underftanding, by its own natural vigour and 
his unremitting afliduity, was become infa- - 
tiable. He made, efpecially.in mathematics;, 
the moft aftonifhing progrefs. 

Maugraby congratulated himfelf in having at” 
łaft found a perfon capable of fecondimg him 
in his projećts, the extent of which it was not 
yet time to unfold ; but if he meant, in procefs - 
. of time, to render his pupil as wicked as him» 
felf, it was neceffary that he continue to keep : 
him in a degree of inferiority: in-knowledgę 
and in power; and when he perceives that 
Habed, left.ta himfelf, is going toe far, he' 
throws in his way an SBJĘE? of diftraćtion. 

«« Come, my dear-child,” fays he, << let us 
leave the aftrolabe and the compafs. We have- 
had enough of ftudy ;. let us 89 take.a. view of 
our ftables.” 

Habed-il-Rouman obeys, and is furprifed to 
find, in a place fe remote, a greater number of. 
fine horfes than he had ever feen at the palace 
of Thedmor. 

- 46 You-fhould amufe yourfelf, my deat fon;?” 
fays he, * with a ride on horfeback. Choofe 
which you pleafe. I fhall. foon.fix upon one 
for myfelf, and. we will take this-.exercife in 
company.” 

. As foon as the Prince had made his choice, 
the magician faddles and bridles the horfe; he 
puts 
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puts only a thread of green filk into the moutłt: 
of his own, and they both fet ofł, at the fame 
inftant, at full gallop. 

For three years, at Fhedmor, the young 
Prince had been accuftomed ta ride on horfe= 
back every day. He kept himfelf in his feat 
with firmnefs and grace. His governor point+ 
ed out to him the moft natural, and the eafieft 
means to govern the animal which he rode.— 
In a word, he taught him to fpeak to the horfe 
fo as to be underftood. Behold Habed-il-Rou- 
mań fomewhat advanced in the ftudy of mae» 
thematics, in which.he made aftonifhing pro- 
grefsz meanwhile, as his tafte continued to 
point this way, it was neceflary to contrive. 
fome other means of engaging his attention. 

Maugraby had a number of elephants ; when 
the young prince faw thefe majeftic animals, . 
he was defirous to enjoy a fightof the wonders 
_of their inftinct. | i 

After he had fufhciently amufed himfelf 
with the traits of intelligence and obedience in 
the elephant, Maugraby. condućted him to his 
kitchen, the myfteries of which he might then 
unfold to him, without fear of furprifing him, 

Nothing was more fimple than the prepare 
ation and the feafoning. e gives orders to 
take the fkin off a dead antelope, anq to cut it 
into four parts. kle only gave a ftroke with a 

wand, 
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wand, and pronounced a fingle word, and all 
was done. 

He caft the portion which he wanted mto a 
cauldron, and fays to it : Gaułdron ! do your duty, 
The fire obeyed the fame command ;--in a word, 
he had the appearance of doing every thing, 
and did nothing. 

«« [ fhow you here,” my dear child, *© an art 
which is neceffary to you ; you will do, in my 
- abfence, what you fee me do, by pronouncing 
only thefe words : Im the name of tbe Sovereign 
Spirit, obey: tbe child.of tbe koufe. 

«« [ announce to you; that when you awake, 
to-morrow, you: will not find me ; F have du- 
ties which urge me; I muft perform them ; 
every thing om earth acknowledges a fubordi- 
nation ;--there is but one OBR is the fub= 
ordination of a fon ;---it is your's :—at prefent, 
mine obliges me to leave you here alone, yet 
be perfuaded k leave with you my beft wifhes;: 
fuppofe to yourfeH, therefore, that I am daily 
directing you to do whatever can contribute to 
your advancement. 

«« Purfue all your ftudies, my fon, and your 
exercifes, diverfify them with amufements, and 
take care that you do not fuffer too intenfe an 
application to injure your health, when I am 
not here to adminifter a remedy. 

«« As for the reft, traverfe the whole de- 
Kkghtful traćt of which we are the pofłeffors, at 

the 


the name which I have given you, all'the gates 


which you fhall meet with will open them-. 


felves. 
« When ou. fhall take the pleafures of the 
chace, the wąter which fhall feem to oppofe 


your paflage will open, itfelf before you ; the: 


child of the houfe is mafter of thę houfe.” 
Having thus addrefled' him, he puts him to 
bed, embraces him. with demoaftrations of the: 


moft affećtionate tendernefs, and pretends to. 


leave mafter over al] him whom he refolves to. 
łoad, for his own particwar beneft, with chains, 
of the: moft: rigorous captivity. 

The next day Habed-il-Rzouman rifes with; 
the fun, and divides the day exaćtly as it had. 
been, prefcribed hum; he lays afide his calcu-. 
lationś and inftruments of MAPORA to take. 
up one of mufic. 

Fle fpeedily fets out for the "A he pre-. 
fers living on. his: game, to the barbarous fport 
ef robbing the: poor birds of their harmlefs: 
JOUng, 

Fie collećts pulfe and fruits; and pofiefing 
a memory and intelligence equally acute, he 
ferves himfelf as expertly as the magician him 
felf could have done. 

The occupations of the young prince were 
fo varied ; his curiofity gratifed, and alternate= 


ly roufed by: fuch a diverfity of objects, that, if 


there exifted in his mind any ręmembrąnce of 
| the 


„ 
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'the-events which had befallen him at Fhedmor, 


they tarried no łongćr than a dream. 

Above all, he - could 'nót forbear regarding 
with ćontempt the occupations with which he 
was amufed,—his ftudies, and the fmall ad- 


'vantage which he derived from them. 


- "His very nature would not ałlow him to fećl 


-fór the magician' the fweet emotions of tender- 
'nefs ; but reflection fpóke in favour of the gra- 


titude which was due to his cohftant'and anx- 


fióus -€ares, dnd tothe 'apparent beńćficence of 


' It was imipofible to teftify his 'gratitude for 


"the favoutrs hehad 'recetved in' any other way 
than by an exaćt obedience, in confórming 


himfelf to the plan of conduct which had been 
laid down to him. This was the "part which 
Habed-il-Rouman uniformly aCted ; and he 
fpoke to himfelf 'as follows: 

«« "Thou wouldeft :have been very willing,” 
faid he to himfelf'aloud,  <€'to have inceflantly 


-purfued the ftudy of mathematićs,'and natural 


philófophy : But thou haft been prevented 


from doing it; and thou canft'exprefs thy thank- 
'fulnefs for the favours which thou haft receiv- 
ed in no other way than by a blind obedience.” 


Ah ! how fortunate, that the young prince 


thought juftly and fpake audibly ! his danger- 
ous fpy, Maugraby, was at his fide ; but invi- 


fible : he had feigned abfence for no other pur- 
pofe than to penetrate the intentions of his pu- 


pu. 
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pil ; when he imagines he has Mkicionę y tried 
him upon this point, he re-appears.” 

It was morning when Habed-il-Rouman 
opened his eyes to the firft rays of the fun, 
which was ufhered in by the fingmg of birds. 
Flis crafty mafter affifts him to drefs, at the 
fame time beftowing upon him the tendereft 
carefies, to which the prince makes the beft re- 
turns in his power, and they refume the rotine 
of their daily occupations. 

Not to mention the benefit he derived from 
his ftudies,—the pupil, —taking a pleafure 
to fhow that he had well improved the time 
appropriated to amufement,—makes it ap- 
pear what an adept he is become in fhooting 
with the bow and arrow. 

If he manages a. horfe, he is kóietsy maf= 
ter of all his motions, he ftrikes with his lance 
whatever he aims at either at a greater or lefs 
diftance, and with a fingle ftroke of a fcyme- 
tar he fplits an apple at full fpeed. He has, m 
other.refpećts, made himfelf mafter of all the 


places into which he wifhed. to enter, and has 
obliged the wardrobe to fupply him with a 


frefh afiortment of -drefies,.as far as he thought 


„he ought to go.; in a word, he .has taken the 
ufe of all things, without going to excefs in 


any ;—who is there who knew this better than 
the wily magician ? but he pretends to. fee. all 


„and to hear all with pleafure. 


Iwo 
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Two months are elapfed, and Maugraby has 
not let fall a fingle word concerning his jour- 
ney. At laft the moment arrives when he 
muft bring his grand enterprife to a con- 
clufion. | 

One circumftance (and no man can forefee 
all circumfłances,) muft obłige him to drop his 
mafk,—and, fhould he be known, either Habed 
will renounce all the ties which bind him to 
him, or he will ceafe to be that innocent vic- 
tim which the magician muft prefent to his 
mafter Satan, that he may thereby procure ftilt 
more of his countenance and favour. 

He muft, therefore, make hafte to render 
him a fit offering for the guilty Spirit in that 
place where he receives the tribute which his 
impious worfhippers pay him ; the tribute of - 
fouls whom they have ftolen by ftratagem from 
the worfhip of the Omnipotent Creator, and 
from the protećtion of Mahomet. 

"The temple deftined to receive thefe facrile- 
gious homages is under the fea, which wafhes 
the coaft near the city of Tunis. You pene- 
trate to it by nine gates, which are in l)om- 
Daniel; and each of them condućts to a ftair- 
cafe of forty hundred fteps, by which you de- 
fcend. i 

AII the magicians who are employed in the 
windings of one or other of thefe nine fatal 
gates, are bound to prefent themfelves at the 

VoL. IV. M temple 
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temple at certain fixed feafons; each of them 
defcends thither by that gate with which he is - 
beft acquainted ; and Maugraby can introduce 
himfelf by all the avenues. | 

It is there that Satan, or his reprefentative, . 
hold divan with the faithful; and deliberate 
upon the means of introducing more evil than : 
there is, upon the earth, under the continuał 
femblance of good. 

It is at the foot of this awful throne that the 
jinnocent and fimple Habed-il-Rouman muft 
be prefented, there to make, without knowing 
it, an entire facrifice of every kind of innocence, 
to renounce the whole law of God, and to be- 
come, by compulfion, a blind inftrument of the 
crueleft and moft deteftable tyranny ; even 
while he was perfuading himfelf that he was 
advancing in the paths of underftanding and 
virtue. | - 

But it was neceflary to pafs through IDom- 
Daniel to reach the foot of the throne of Sa- 
tan; and to be able to enter by this way, it" 
was indifpenfable to have attained the know- 
Jedge of the twelve firft books, making a part 
of the forty, which are called the Gates of the 
Ogcult Sciences. 

No one man can explain them to another; 
he: muft himfelf find the key which opens into 
their fecrets. 


Thefe 
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"Thefe twelve firft books teach how to per- 
form enchantments; that is to fay evil ;—but 
none of them can give the information ne- 
cefłary to deftroy enchantment ; this laft fe- 
cret is fhut up in the thirteenth book, which 
may be unfolded to thofe who ought to 
do fometimes evil, at another time apparent 
good, to promoie the intereft of the mafter to 
whom they have abandoned themfelves ; but it 
is abfolutely neceflary that they be prefented 
with the key to it, or be informed how to fearch 
for it. 

lhe magician will fpeedily be obliged to 
make a real journey, which will remove him to 
fo confiderable a diftance from his place of re- 
fidence as to render it impoffible for him to 
_ take a view of what fhalł be done in it; but he 
will depart with tranquillity. As every thing 
in it exifts by his enchantments, every thing is 
under their dominion ; and the artlefs Habede 
il-Rouman appears to be more fo than all the 
reft. His opennefs of temper, and his ignor= 
ance in the arts of magic, annihilate his fears 
on account of that intelligence and genius 
which he knows he pofłefles. It is true that 
he is going to prepare him to take one ftep to» 
wards the fcience of enchantment, but he 
would not be abłe to derive any benefit from 
it in a folitary abode, where all things are al- 
ready enchanted. 

M2 « My 
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«« My dear fon,” fays he to him, informing 
him in the firft place of the journey he muft 
make.—** I am going to leave you for a time, but 
for how long I do not precifely know ; but the 
tendernefs of my love makes me hope it may 
not be very long ;—where Igo, I fhall be daily 
taken up with what concerns you; remember 
my advice, which my love for you hath fuggeft- 
ed. It is as jealous as it is ftrong ; it demands 
the moft rigorous compliance with the coun- 
fel. which it gives, and cannot bear the idea of 
difobedience. | 

« Take the full enjoyment of all that is here, 
as you have hitherto done ; you do not yet 
know all the refources which the place you in- 
habit affords : That which remains for.you to 
fee is, perhaps, more entertaining than all you 
have already had accefs to examine ; butI wifh 
that chance may direćt you to find them out, 
to give a poignant relifh to your walks. 

«« Hitherto, my child, I have reftrained you 
when you appeared to give yourfelf up to too 
intenfe application. I was afraid left you fhould 
become fedentary ; but your health, of which 
I have been particularly careful, is confirmed ; 
and the moment is arrived when you muft re- 
double your application. : 

<« On my return thither, I will condućt you 
to a place where fcience will open her gates 

before 
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before you ; let us go into the library, and I. 


will put the key of it into your hands. 

«« Behold this row of books, you will recka 
on forty volumes. I recommend to you the 
ftudy of the twelve firft ; but it is neceffary 
that you make yourfelf as entirely mafter of 
thefe works as if you had yourfelf compofed 
them ;—they will teach you a multitude of fes 
crets, to the knowledge of which you muft ar= 
rive without any help from another ; but I ab- 
folutely forbid you to put them to any ufe in. 
my abfence ; and I demand your promife, that 
you will abftain from this. 

Habed-il-Rouman promifes to do all he de- 
mands, and the magician, having embraced 
him with tendernefs, takes his leave. A fhort 
time after, a flight earthquake is felt, and an- 
nounces to all others, as well as to his young 


pupil, that his governor was doing violence to. 


this element, to depart from his recefs. 
Behold the young prince of Syria once more 
alone ; but by ordering him to ftudy, he has 
been furnifhed with the beft means of avoid= 
ing the irkfomenefs of [olitude. 
He takes up the firft of the twelve volumes 5 
It immediately engrofies his whole attention, 
but he foon difcovers, that the knowledge ofit 
is fubmitted to calculations ; he applies them, 
and his firft efforts are crowned with remark= 
abłe fuccefs; the more he labours, the more: 
M 3 his 
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his facility increafes; and what would have 
been the work of a year to a man of more than 
ordinary capacity, is to him the bufinefs of a 
few days. When he had finifhed the ftudy of 
twelve books, he wifhes to go on to the thir- 
teenth, delighted to add to the knowledge he 
was acquiring ; but here it is impofhble for 
him to decypher a fingle line ; all the fkiil he 
had acquired in calculation is here at a lofs. 

It is to no purpofe to torment himfelf to and 
out the meaning of what he fees; it is im- 
pofhble. 

At length it occurred to him, that when he 
ftudied under his old mafter the Cheik, this 
man faid to him: ** Do not puzzle your head, 
my dear child ;s—addrefs yourfelf to the great 
prophet ;—pray him to open your underftand- 
ing,—and then fet yourfelf again to work.” 
He did not fail to do that which his mafter had 
enjoined him, and that had always enfured 
him fuccefs, | 
- Since Habed-il-Rouman lived with the ma- 
gician, all his ideas of religion had been wholly 
difperfed by the effect of the converfation, the 
aćtions, and the fubtilties of this man. A kap- 
py neceflity engages the young prince to re- 
turn to his former way; he calls to mind the 
form of a prayer which the Cheik had prefcribr 
ed to him, and repeats it with his whole heart : 

ke 
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He was then ready to go to bed; he lies down 


"and falls afleep. 


Between waking and fleeping, a fpirit ftood 
before him under a human form. « My 
child !* fays the phantom to him in a gentle 
voice, ** all your application will not be able 
to condućt you to the knowledge of the read- 


ing in which you are engaged : fee here the 
key of the book. 


« 'The firft line, read from left to right, wiH 
offer you a meaning fuch as this:”* This far/ł 
chapter was combofed in tbe tbird moon of the 
mmontb Nifan. << It f[eems to prefent a meaning; 
but this is not its real ufe in this place. 

«« Firft count the letters of which it is com- 
pofed, fubmit each of them to calculation ; and 
the number of it will correfpond to the line 
which you muft fearch for ; range them in or- 
der, and you will have the whole chapter, which 
confifts of juft as many lines as the firft con- 
tains letters. TAMA 

« You fhall obferve the fame method with 
all the other chapters, to the end, and there 
you fhall finifh your reading; thefe things are 
of ufe to you for the bufinefs which is before 
you. | 

«« When you fhall have finifhed your work, 
you ihall go to the chamber of the magician ; 
there you will find a ftatue of white marble, 
you fhall give it a blow on the right cheek, 

whilż 
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whilft you thus addrefs it :—Perform tby duty 
for tbe cbild of tbe boufe ;—it wilk ftep to one 
fide, the wall will open behind it, and you will 
fee things which you ought to know.” 

After having lftened with attention to this 
long difcourfe, Habed-il-Rouman finds himfelf 
perfectly awake,——it would have been im- 
poihble for him to fleep again,—the tapers 
were ftill burning in the faloon,—he runs 
thither. | 

He goes. to the library to examine his book, 
and inftantly fets himfelf to work with fuch ra- 
pidity and fuccefs, that the day, which was be- 
ginning to dawn, found him arrived at the 
point he fo much wifhes to attain. 

In the courfe of his reading, one chapter in 
particular engaged his attention. It treated of 
the manner how to find out if any animal 
whatfoever was a man enćhanted,—if he was. 
not deceived, the method was clearly ex- 
plained. | 

The prince of Syria then reflećts upon the 
vaft number of wild and domeftic animals 
which he had feen in the Menagery. Alas! 
fays he, thefe lions, thefe tygers, which caref- 
fed me, are perhaps of the fame fpecies with 
myfelf !——I will try to make one of them 
fpeak; this operation is not contained in the 
twelve books, whofe fecrets I have promifed 
not to make trial of, but I will do nothing 

without 
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without having firft obeyed that beneficent 
fpirit, who has ordered me to go to the cham- 
ber of the magician. 

Having made thefe refledtions he arofe, Be- 
fore he approaches the apartment of his dan- 
gerous maiter he has the precaution to take 
along with him a brick, a wax-taper, and fome 
perfumes. 

He finds the ftatue, and by it a door is 
opened,— it gives him accefs to an aviary filled 
with parrots, jays, magpies, ftarlings, and 
black-birds, which allcry out, each in a differ- 
ent ftrain,— who is there *—who is there ?* 
— [hen one fpoke one word, another another, 
of which he could form no meaning. 

Certainly, fays Habed, there is not any en- 
chanted human being in this place, becaufe all 
thefe birds do fpeak. Mean while he obferved 
a large Hara * of the Indies bound by the 
foot, with a chain of fteel; this bird kept 
filence ;—the young prince approaches it, and 
addrefies it in thefe words : 

«« Why have they chained thee? Is it be- 
caufe thou wouldft be mifchievous -—lhe 
bird hung down its head in an attitude of for- 
row: *< Speak theń, like the reft!” faid the 


* Hara of the Indies, in Arabic Dara; the name of all 
the parrots, 


youn_ 
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_ young prince. * Art thou a man changed into 
a hara ?” 

The bird continued to hang down its head, 
and put on a countenance which feemed to im- 
plore compaflion. 

Ah ! fays Habel-il-Rouman, I am not fent 
here in vain ;—Mahomet, to whom I have ad- 
dreffed myfelf, would not fuffer me to be de- 
ceived. 


Mahomet ! Mahomet ! Mahomet! cry. all 


the birds, beating in the mean time with their 
wings,—and the hara, without fpeaking, fhook 
its wings more violently than the reft. 

Here is fomething extraordinary, fays the 
young prince ; it is neceflary that I attempt to 
make the hara (peak, that I may know whether 
or not it be a man: <« Come, bird, fuffer me 
to pluck three feathers from your head ;” and 
immediately the hara ftretches forth its head. 

Habcd-il-Rouman, having put the three feae 
thers into his bofom, kindles a fire, lights 
the taper, burns the perfumes which he had 
brought with him, and cafts the three feathers 
into the fire, faying : 1f zbou art a human crea= 
ture, I reffore tbee tby fbeech. 

« Alas! I am,” replies the hara, with a 
mournful voice, **. and a moft culpable one, 
feeing I have fufłered myfelf to participate in 
the crimes_of Maugraby ;—the child of the de- | 


vil;—but I am overjoyed that God has had 
| com= 


| 
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compaflion on me, and that Mahomet has fent 
us all a mefienger.” Mahomet! Mahomet! 
Mahomet! again repeat all the inhabitants of 
the aviary. 

«« "Tell me, O man! fince thou art one,” re- 


plies the prince, ** can I reftore thęe to thy 


form ? 

« You'will be able to do:it,” anfwers the 
hara, ** provided God gives you the afcend- 
ency over the flagitious wretch w 10 keeps me 
here ; but I have been chained by my o n 
confent, together with that of my enemy : 
you muft become mafter of his power, 'ere I 
can ever hope to refume my natural form. 
« Alas! young envoy of the prcphet, it ape 
pears that you do not know where you are. 
Why has he fent you hither to work a miracle 
in my favour ?” 

The prince, in a few wach: told his hiftory, 
and ended by telling his'vifion. 

«« Oh Providence!” faid the bird, « thou em= 
ployeft one of the wickedeft of all brings, to 
bring on the day of vengeance. Younz prince, 
my fłavery is very ancient, and chehope of feeing 
it ended can make me patiently fupportthe dif-- 
grace of it for more than one day. There are 
here men more unfortunate than I; God grant 
that there may be enough to be able to afhft 
you in burfting the chain which holds me ; for 
cyery day fome of them-wifh to fhorten their 

miferies 
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miferies by death. Here is the theatre of the 
lafting cruelties of Maugraby ; but he exercifes 
more terrible ones elfewhere. 

«« (Go, my dear prince, inftantly prepare a 
repaft of light viands. In your amufements 
you will perhaps learn to conduct a chariot ; for 
I know all that our cruel enemy can fuggeft, in 
order to deceive, and to retain in error his pre- 


. tended pupils.  Harnefs the horfes ; provide a 


phial of elixir ; march towards the eaft to the 
bottom of the mountain, you will find a ftatue 
of black marble. (Give it a blow on the left 
check. ln falling back it will lift upa trap 
door, and you will difcover a cavern, into which 
you fhall defcend with a lamp. [I leave it to 
your compafion and difcretion, what you 
ought to do. You will, perhaps, be fortunate 
enough to lave the lives of fome unhappy per- 
fons, whofe lot you fhall without doubt fhare ; 
and if there be four ftill alive, you fhall bring 
me out and conquer the Maugraby. 

Thefe lait words thrilled through the heart 
of Habid-il-Rouman. He was not able to dif- 
guife his feelings; but he did not give himfelf 
up to reflećtion. He came out of the difmal 
menagerie, where he had left, with regret, the 
hara in chains. He flew to the cabinet where 
kept his drugs; and from the cabinet to the 
kitchen, to prepare a repaft. He provided him- 
felf with perfumes, and wet to feek a chariot 

in 
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in the coach-houfe belonging to the pałace, 
where he found every thing he wifhed for. 

He foon harnafled the horfes in a place 
where every thing was done ać źhe name of tbe 
mafiery and for tbe.cbild.oftbe family. But while 
he pronounced thefe words, he could not help 
faying within himfelf, «« Oh great prophet! 
Under what infamous mafter am IL.? and of 
what horrible family am I the child :” 

In the mean time, thefe refiećtions only gave 
him a greater defire to go to the place defign- 
ed for him. He muft prevent the return of 
the magician, or expećt a vengeance, whofe 
very idea made him fhudder. 

In a fhort time, notwithftandinę the con- 
fiderable diftance, Habed-il-Rouman arrived at 
the place where the hara was fhewed to him. 
He found the ftatue—gave it the blow. —lt 
turned as.on a pivot—and falling afide, difco- 
vered, under'its pedeftal, the entrance of a cave, 
to which there was a defcent by a ftair. He 
lighted a wax taper, and, taking it in his hand, 
entered by that paflage. 

Soon he heard complaints and fceble CYIESy 
which feemed to be extorted by extreme pain. 
At length he came to the mouth of a.fort of 
pit ; dead carcafes, and fome perfons half alive, 
were there fufpended by the feet. 

Yon. IV. N ie 


146 ARABIAN TALES. 


He haftened to take down one; but it was 
dried, and reduced almoft to a fkeleton. 

He took down another, which ftill breathed. 
The young prince opened its mouth ; and let a 
drop of elixir fall into it. He perceived with 
płeafure that it hived. "Then having vifited the 

"whole pit, he found five capable of receiving 
the fame afliftance; and of being rendered 
more or lefs vifibly alive. He carried them one 
after another into the open air. He put them 
into the chariot, and returned with them 
haftily to the palace. 

„The elixir bad operated on the way. Their 

_fpirits were reanimated by means of the free 
air; and when they came to alight from the 
«coach, thofe who were leaft weakened, leaped 
down themfelves; and the reit were carried 
into the veftibule of the pałace. 
- Habed-il-Rouman ran to the cabinet of 
drugs, and brought fome, by the help of thefe 
words, Save żbe child of the boufe. ln a place 
where every thing was magical, the drugs oper- 
ated inftantly, and all the men recovered their 
faculties, with their lives. Hłunger, however, 
diftrefied them ; and their deliverer made them 
enter a parlour, where they found wherewith 
„to fatisfy it. | 

The avidity of their żopeśźncę, fo łong de- 
pr ed of nourifhment, muft have expofed 

. them 





ARABIAN TALES. 147 


them to the dangers of excefs ; but the medi- 
cines difplayed all their virtues. 

At the end of the repaft, the guefts of Ha- 
bed-il-Rouman, inftead of being pale and ema- 
ciated, had become vigorous and animated. 

They at length finifhed eating and drinking, 
and went, with one accord, with Habed-il-Rou- 
man into the hall of fountains. There the 
prince of Syria, after having made them put 
off their dirty clothes, and put on new and 
convenient ones, begged them, in r turn, to 
fatisfy his curiofity. 

«« How,” faid he to keno, « and M what 
reafon were you thrown into that """— 
from which I have taken you ?* 

«« Alas!” cried one of them, *<* before we 
can fatisfy you, you muft do us the favour to. 
tell who you are, and what you are doing here; 
and likewiśe what connećtion you have-with 
that ugly creature, who rules here with fo 
much fway, thąt we may know whether thie 
moment of refpite which we enjoy fhałl not 
be followed by torments as dreadful as thofe 
to which we have been fo long expofed. 

« You deliver us,” continued he, ** from a 
frightful condition in which, between watching 
and fleeping, and plunged in dreadful thoughts, 
we fuffer a thoufand deaths without being able 
to die. Is not this moment onły that of an 
agrieeable dream, which the magician makes. 
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of in order the better to make us feel the mi- 
'fery with which he intends again to overwhelnr 
us? Your countenance infpires us with confi- 
dence. What you have already done demand$ 
our: gratitude ; but we have to deal with a vil> 
lain, who praćtices all the means of deceit.” 

« He is doubtiefs my enemy as well as 
yours,” 
immediately ran over a fhort hiftory of his ada 
ventures, to the very moment when a myfte- 
rious dream had. fhewed him what he fhould 
do, and when a humane creature, under the 
figure of a hara, engaged him to ły to their re- 
MED * 

« God and his great prophet be bleffed!* 
replied the young man who'had fpoken. ** A ray 
of the fun of juftice, I fee, has penetrated the 
gloom with which the crimes of this place are 
enveloped.. Along with us, you will pieferve 
yourfelf from the Maugraby :—his marked vice 
tun, I fee, as well as we are. Ah! were we 
permitted to free the earth of this monfter |— 
but, to convince you of the truth of what I have 
faid, I fhall give you my hiftory. 


T be Hiflory of Halaiddin, Prince of Perfa.. 


Birminvanfha, my father, at the age of fe- 
venteen, mounted the throne of Perfia. He 
had the misfortune to fee my grand-father die 
too foon. While he was employed in prepar- 

| - ations 
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ations for his marriage with the daughter of the 
Sultan of'the Curdes, his prime Vizeir having 
fecretly fomented a rebellion, and feduced the 
guard, befet his palace. My father had only 
time to difguife himfelf, and to gain the defart, 
alone, mounted on the beft horfe which he 
had in his ftables. 

Being weil aware that he would be purfued, 
he rode his horfe too hard ; for, exhaufted with 
the fatigue of running day and night, it funk 
down under him near a cave, which was cut 
"out in a rock. -My father raifed him, and put 
him mto a w ooacieg e» to fhelter him 
from the fun. -. 

"There was fleepirg ów; a man drefled like 
thofe who-accompany the caravans, which tra- 
veł to Mecca. He awoke at the noife which 
the horfe occafioned in entermg, and rubbing 
his eyes, addreffed my father as follows : 

«« Felłow traveller in the defart ! -"whither 
"are you going ? You are happy in having found 
this grotto to reft in, for I do not know ano= 
ther afylum withm twenty leagues round ;--— 
'and you appear to be fatigued. 

«« I am' going no farther,” faid my father, 
who was not afraid to difcover himfelf to a. 
Gngle man. <* Iam—Two days ago, I was 
—a king.—My prime minifter has feized my 
'erown, and I wifh to fave my life.” <« Your 
life fhall be fafe here,” replied the pilgrim.— 

N 3 « Yes! 
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«« Yes!” faid my father, « if, ftarved as I am | 


I can find food. for myfelf and my horfe.” 
«« We are not fo ill provided,” faid the pil- 
grim, <* Ihave fome pafte of rice and barley, 


bread, onions, dates, and a phial of excellent 


liquor. Lon't be uneafy;z L know where your 
horfe will find pafture. I will carry it thither, 
and I wiH bring water in: a. leather bottle, and 
we fhall fare as travellers do.” 

My father allowed the pilgrim to execute 
his good intention, who accordingly. brought 


water, and likewife, from a corner of the cave, 


in a bag, an unexpected quantity of cheefe 
made of goats” milk, nuts, and, in fhort, every 
thing which could: conftitute the repaft of a 
„hermit. 

«« Poor king "” faid the pilgrim to Bimin- 
vanfha, <* you ought to tell me your hiftory. 
I may be able to give you fome confolation. I 
bear a great hatred to ufurpers. He whom you 
fpeak of muft be a villain; you are too young 
to have done any harm ; you have been facri- 
.fced to ambition, not to the public good.” 

« Pilgrim,” faid my father, < you have 
well gueffed ; I had reigned fifteen days, when 
a prime Vizięr, to whom my father had en- 
trufted all the refources of his ftate, abufed 
that confidence, in order to ufurp my place. 
He is an ambitious monfter, who has veiled 
„his heart under the mafk of hypocrify.” 
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«© O hypocrify, hypocrify.! my prince,” faid. 
the pilgrim, *€a frightfulvice! Let me never 
fee ti=»domeof the holy. mofque if I do not 
teach pa how toavenge yourfelf upon the hypo- 
erite.” « How.?* faid my father.. « Return 
inftantly to your capital,” faid the pilgrim, 
«. let. us change clothes, "and you fhall lodge in. 
thecaravanfary which is attheentrance.” «But, 
pilgrim;, my horfe will .difcover.me.” <« Wag. 
it nota błackone ?” « "This moment'l wifh it. 
white,. with'a. black main and'taił.> «You 
wifh, but-is that fuficient:?-Oh my king !*you 
have not reigned long. enough to know what 
the wall of a: king is': '1t.is almoft like minez. 
what I wifh, I with, and your horfe is «white. 
As I have left it two black eyes, it. lofes no» 
thing. by: the colour which. I have given it. 
Let us go fee it.” 

My father followed the pigrim.. He faw 
a white horfe grazing befide a. fountain, in 
a fort of. plain, between-two fteep rocks. He 
ventured to call it by the name which'he had 
given it, and the animal came to him imme- 
diately. 

« Let us fit down. PR pilgrim,” faid my 
father to his hoft. << I perceive you: have not 
difcovered yourfelf to me. My: father always 
refpećted fuch as you ; and I too intended to 
befriend them. In my prefent condition I 
need all the alhftance of magic.” 

"A <« My 
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«« My king,” replied the pilgrim, ** cam 


there be any thing prohibited when vengeance 
is to be taken upon a hypocrite? A hs_ocrite 
is hated in hell. Oh! it isa frightful charace 


ter. lt is wery oppofite to mine. Wherever 


I find hypocrites I deftroy them. You con- 


ceive then fóme idea of my power. ' See how .. 


£ promife to exert it in your favour. Your 
enemies, humbled, fhall intreat you to reafcend 


your throne ; and you fhall crufh. them under 


your feet.” <« When fhall I hope for the ac- 


complifhment of your promife ?” « In three: 


days,” replied the piłgrim, **if I may expect 


a handfome recompenfe ; for every one looks. 


for a reward when he works well. <« My trea- 
fures are all at your difpofal.” << Pho! trea- 


fures for me!” faid the pilgrim, *« who fee 
nothing but cheefe and. dried fruits. I am old, 


and need 'fome confolation and help in my 
old age. I can.receive'none but in'a fon, and 
F cannot even hope for one. You.may marry 
fixty wives, and expećt from them the moft 


numerous pofterity. Grant me your firft male 
ehild. You fhall fee that I will not. deprive. 


you of him till he fhall be able to faft with 
me fome days in the defart.. "Then he fhall 
do as you do. Fe wiłl not die, but be the 
better for it.” | | 

My 
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My father recollećted that, at the time 
when he was obliged to make his efcape, it 
was told him, the ambaflador of the Curdes 
had already agreed that Laila, his queen, 
fhould be married: to the fon of the ufurper:. 
Birminvanfha had the greateft affećtion for her; 
and in his prefent fituation, all the women:of 
the world, and all the chiłdren to whom they 
could give birth, were of no- account with 
him. What was a-child whom he had never 
feen, and whom he had previoufly agreed to 
part with, compared with a crown, and the 
pleafure' of revenge * Heaccepted the propos 
ftion. <« Then,” faid the pilgrim, ** I fhall 
rifk every thing in your favour, and abandon 
even my pilgrimage. We will depart to-mor= 
row morning. And that we may be able to: 
fupport the fatigue of óur journey, let us 
empty this flagon of Chiraz wine together.” 

"The day pafled without a moment's langour. 
The pilgrim's converfation, on every fubjećt, 
was humurous and agreeable. At night, the 
grotto was better arranged. The ftones, which 
ferved for fophas, were covered with mofs, 
and three lamps diffufed through it a gentle 
light. | 

The pilgrim took Kis bag of provifions.. 
My father expećted to fee onions come out of 
it, for dinner; but inftead of them,. he faw a. 
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pheafant, partridges, and other cold vićtuafs 
of exquifite tafte. 

« '[he purveyor, in the evening,” faid the 
pilgrini, << is lefs economieal than in the 
morning. Let us do credit to the pains he has 
taken ;” fo faying, he carved with dexterity; 
ferved gracefully, and invited my father to eat; 
who readiły obeyed. —  —_ 

"The bottle of Chiraz wine was emptied in 
a trice; and one fucceeded another, till Pecp 
feized both the hoft and his gueft. 

The ring fun raifed them both from the 
mofs upon which they were extended. < Let 
us depart, my king,” faid the piłgrim, « the 
horfe is faddled ; let us proceed towards your 
capital. <« But fhall you walk?” faid Birmin- 
vanfha to his companion. <<No,” faid he, 
«« [ fhould retard your progrefs; but I will 
mount behind you.” < You will fit very une 
€afy.” < No, if you don't think fo.” 

« Come Lightning, is not that thy name,” 
- faid the pilgrim to the horfe, *' lengthen thye 
felf two ribs only to make room for thy maf- 
ter's footman. It isthe Maugraby who come 
mands thee.” 

« Who is the Maugraby,” faid my father. 
<< Your fervant here prefent; you perhaps 
have heard: of me, but you will, in time, learn 
that every perfon is evil fpoken of. But one is 
known by aćtions ; and you fhall fee how I 

treat 
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treat hypocrites. I afflure yon of one thing, 
they fhall be very obftinate indeed if they re- 
fufe to obey me.” 

In the mean time the horfe was altually 
lengthened, and carried them, like the wind, 
towards the capital, in fo much, that having fet 
out at fun-riie, Birminvanfha and the pilgrim 
were at the gate of the capitał at fun-fet. 

The pilgrim difmounted, cloathed in 
the groom's habit, under which my father had 
faved himfelf five days before, and led the 
horfe into the neareft caravanfary. 

Every perfon admired the beauty of my fa- 
ther' s horfe, and concluded his mafter was a 
piłgrim of diftinćtion, who was dilfguifed un- 
der a drefs fo much below mediocrity. The 
fagacious Maugraby had already provided and 
arranged his lodgings, and took haftily a few 
mouthfuls of vićtuals, that he might go out. 

«« '[ake your reft,” faid he to my father, 
« | muft go learn the news of the city, and 
the pałace, found the inclinations of the peo- 
ple, fathom their very hearts, and judge from 
their prefent aćtions what they intend to 
do/” So faying, he went out, and did not 
return till the evening. << What would you 
think of the infatuated people "” faid he to my 
father. < [hey are amufing themfelves with 
feftivals on occafion of the marriage of the fon 
of the ufurper with the princefs Laila. He is 
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fatisfied ; and what with eating and dancing, 
he has entirely forgotten you. Did *we -not 


know his weaknefs we fhould think .of re 
venge. But it is not neceffary to intereft OUT- 


felves either for or againft him. It is not 
worth whiłe. At leaft he is no hypocrite. Ł 


hate nothing fo much as the mafk of wifdom. 


This night I will begin to work for you; but 
£ muft have furety. What will you give me 
as a pledge of the fulfilment of your.promife:? 
— You ought now to renew it.” 

My father was loft in chagrin, at knowing 
that Laila was in the arms of another.  Jea- 
loufy preyed upon him.- He łoved none fe 
much as:that princefs.—She was the firft ob- 
jećt of.his paflion.  Befides, he was blinded by 
the defire of-revenge. | 

«« I know what you wifh for,” faid he, te 
the Maugraby. <* It is the firft child which 4 
fhall have of a lawful wife ; „you fhall have it. 
I promife once more; and my horfe is the 
pledge, if you chufe it. Itis theonly thing .I 
can call my own.” 

«« Your horfe ! tis'a fine creature. I accept 
it. I fhall mountit to-morow onour bufinefs. Let 
us fup, let us fleep.—Every perfon here fhall 
not reft fo well as we. Next morning the 
Maugraby went out on horfeback, and did not 
appear during the whole day. At night he 
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fhewed himfelf. «« I have good news to tell you,” 
faid he to my father. <*'The King, his Viziers, 
and his emirs have all dreamed horrid dreams 
łaft night.  Phantoms have reprcached them 
for their infidelity and villainy,—threaten- 
ing them in the moft horrible manner. 

To-day the great divan was held, and you 
would have laughed to have feen their con- 
fternation when they communicated to one 
another their dreams. 

The ufurper, being the moft profound poli- 
tician, was moft cautious in fpeaking, but he 
was moft alarmed. I know not the meafures 
they will take ; we fhall know to-morrow.— 
After to-morrow we fhall proceed to aćtion. 

The only other piece of news I could 
learn is, that orders have been given to break . 
off the feftival of the marriage of the fon of. 
the ufurper with the princefs of the Crudes; 
and it is well known it ought to have conti- 
nued eight days longer. 'LUhis is a fmall ftep to 
a revolution. Some fteady meafure muft be 
adopted, to make the people return to their du- 
ty. —We fhall deliberate together upon this 
to-morrow. A Z 

[o-morrow came ; the Maugraby entered at 
night, apparently in ill humour. <* We have to 
deal,” faid he, ** with people who have no ftea- 
dinefs but in mifchief. One reftlefs night had 
brought thera all to a refolution to return to 
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their duty. They have enjoyed another peace- 
ful one—and their refolutions vanifhed. I 
- fee we muft ftrike firm, in order to bring them 
to a decifion ; and if you can have any pleafure 
in feeing yout enemies in the greateft agony 
you fhall have it here. I will make them 
dream in your prefence, without feeing either 
you or me. Firft, that the fpećtacle may ftrike 
their eyes, I wilł cover alł this room with 
black. My flaves have orders to vifit them as 
foon as they go to bed ; and we fhall obferve 
all that pafles, feated on this fofa, and con- 
cealed behind that veil. 
_ Scarcely had the Maugraby finifhed his pre- 
parations when a large black hideous figure 
prefented itfelf. << Mafter,” faid the figure to 
the Maugraby, « the King went to bed in or- 
der to pafs the night with a Circaffian lady of 
extraordinary beauty, whom a merchant fold 
to him this morning ;—your flaves have lulled 
the lady afieep, and brought off the king, whom 
we have here, cuite drowfy.” 

cc Ilage Cadahe,” faid the Maugraby, 
« think of aćting thy part well; let the king 
be brought, and placed upon this wooden feat. 
Light the fire, to ferve you when you need it. 
"The negro brought a pan full of burning coals, 
whofe flame he encreafed by blowing upon 


them. 
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As foon as the ulurper was fet down, the 
negro faid to him, with a voice like thunder, 
<« Who are you, unhappy man !* 

The guilty wretch, interrogatęd by a voice 
fo menacing, endeavoured to recollećt himfelf, 
and confult his fenfes, to know if he was 
awake ; then, in a tone which teftifńed his ter- 
ror, he an(wered, ** Am not I the King of Per- 
fia.” « Thou the King of Perfia !—Slaves,” faid 
the negro, to the four who had brought the 
ufurper, ** let this flave of the father of Bir= 
minvanfha have a hundred blows upon the 
feet with a rod, who deceived his mafter by a 
deteftable hypocrify, and employed the forces 
of the ftate, which were intruited to him, 
againft the fon of his benefaćtor.—59 Nakar= 
onkir* commands. The unfortunate man, fub- 
jected to the baftinado, raifed dreadful howl- 
ings, which would have alarmed all the cara- 
vanfary, if the Maugraby not had ftopped their 
ears. le was delivered from that punifh- 
ment to be expofed to another. | 

The negro ordered him to be fet down again. 
«« This wicked hypocrite,” faid he, << wifhes 
to be a King. Let him have a fceptre and a 
crown.— hey were both of red-hot iron.” 

« He does not with for the fceptre,” cried 
the negro ; * let the crown be puton his head ! 


* Nakaronkir, a fpirit which Mahomet fends to guilty 
perfons in a dream, in arder to goad them to repentance. 
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It was brought fo near as to burn his hair. He 
ftretched out his hand towards the fceptre, to 
chufe the leaft evil.—It burnedhim. «Ah! 
n:ercy | mercy ! mercy ! cried he—Ah ! Na- 


karonkir! I do moż wifh to be a King any 


longer.” 

« As many hours as you are to reign,” faid 
the negro, << fo many burning coals fhall you 
kindle on your head. —€ I will reignno longer, 
Nakaronkir. Oh! I will reign no longer. 
Where is Birminvanfha, that he may reign in 
my ftead ?* 

<« [tis your part to feek him,” replied the 
negro. '« Make all your court, your capital, and 
your kingdom, go into mourning till that great 
prince be fought for every where; and, as foon 
as hefhall be announced to you go, with all your 
daftardly courtiers—Go fall at his knees--with 
your heads and feet uncovered.” 

« Ah? faid the ufurper, ** let this hot iron 
be removed, which is more tormenting by the 
fear than by the pain which it occafions—and 
I fhall do every thing that Nakaronkir wifhes.” 

« Let him be fent back for to-day,” faid the 
negro Ilage Cadahe. <« The four flaves feized 
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'him, lulled him aflecp, and put him befide his 


Circafhian beauty, who, awaking, could not 
conceive why fhe had been allowed to fleep fo 
long, nor to what caufe fhe ought to attribute 
fuch a difagrecable fmejl of burning. | 
When 


_ e — owa RR 


ARABIAN TALES, rór 


When the Maugraby was alone with my fa- 
ther, he began to put his room in order again. 
«c I wifhed,” faid he, *« to fhew you how I 
know to ferve my friends. If our king has 
been roughly treated, his Viziers, the com- 
manders of his troops, have not had more in- 
dulgence given them. [here is onły one whom 
I have fpared—the fon of the ufurper. Becaufe 
the beautiful Laila has chaftifed him well, and 
he has behaved very refpectfully to her.” 

Here my father's curiolity was much excited. 
«« What then has Laila done, whom you ap- 
plauded fo much ?* 

««'The ftory is already old ; but prudence has 
not permitted it to be repeated without the pa- 
lace—I myfelf heard it but to-day. 

« On the night of the nuptials, the new 
married lady prefented herfelf to receive the 
embraces of her hufband—fhe alłowed him to 
approach her, and fpit in his face.” 

«« Prefumptuous flave !* faid fhe to him, 
«« who haft dared to accept the hamd of the 
fpoufe of thy foweregn. I waited to give thee 
thy recompence.” 

'The fon of the tyrant, unlike his father, re= 
tired in confufion. He continued modeft3 
and, without any explanations, «Permit me, 
Madam,” he faid, ** to fleep at your feet. I re- 
fpećt your refentment; and the mark of it which 
i bear, in humbling me, does not difhohour 
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me. [I can fupport the affront without mur- 
muring z but I am afraid of my father—and I 
would rather die than make of you fo danger- 
ous an enemy.” 

| «c You have a noble foul,” anfwered Laila. 
« |] pardon you.—Pardon me, and fleep.* All 
the fucceeding nights have pafled like that one, 
and your fpoufe is ftill worthy of you. This, 
I think, is the beft piece of news I could have 
given you, —till the events of to-morrow. 

« '[Thefe muft be very curious. I have not 
yet fubjećted all the guilty tothe baftinado. | 
wifh they may be to-morrow at the divan which 
is to meet. I fhall be:a fpećtator there under 
fome form, and you fhall hear the news,—but 


night approaches, and you ought to avail your-. 


felf of it.” 

My father followed this counfel the more 
readily, that, whąt he had juft learned with re- 
gard to the manner in which the princefs of 
the Curdes treated the fon of the ufurper had 
given him the fubjećt of very agreeable dreams. 
—As ta the Maugraby, he flept, I think, with 
only one eye. 'Ihough he went late to bed 
he rofe before day-break, and went out of the 
caravanfary before the gate was opened. 

Hle returned that day fooner than ufual. 


«« Oh! Birminvanfha !” faid he, <* how would - 


you have been amufed had you afhifted, like 
me,at the divan, and beard their converfations.! 
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«« [I heard the four Viziers, whom fear ren- 
dered trufty and fincere, communicate their 
refpećtive dreams before they took their 
places. Terror was painted in their looks, and 
alfo aftonifhment at the fimilarity of their 
dreams. | 

« "hey called the principał lawyers who 
were among them, and made them take their 
feats privately. | 

« "[heir furprife too was no lefs. [he difcon- 
folate, and aftonifhed air of thofe who made 
the alarming recital attefted the truth of it; 
and it was ftill farther confirmed by the ar- 
rival of the emirs, at the head of the troops.” 

« "Then you would have feen that afłembly, 
compofed of a hundred perfons, including ufh- 
ers and inferior offcers, difperfing themfelves 
in fmall troops ; and everywhere they fpoke of 
dreams of Nakaronkir. If that fpirit delights 
in being dreaded, never was he better ferved 
than by me. 

« At length,” continued the Maugraby, 
«« the heads of the aflembly, along with the 
aged, after a tumultuous deliberation, refolved 
that the gates of the divan (hould be kept fhut, 
in order that meafures might be adopted con- 
formably to the will of Nakaronkir, who was 
fo able to direćt them. 

«« "They were informed that the King was 
indifpofed. They had no doubt but that he was 
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abandoned by Heaven to the caprices of Naka— 


ronkir; and every terror was loft in that 
which this formidable fpirit infpired. "Three 
perfons were deputed to announce to the 
prince that he muft fend to fearch every 
where for Birminvanfha, and make him re= 
afcend the throne. i 
« I followed them,” added the Maugraby. 
If the mind of the monarch had not been 
prepared by the violent fhock of laft night, 
they would have had an unwelcome reception ; 
but admire hypocrify and diflimulation ! His 
hair was finged, his forehead and the points 
of his fingers were burned. He fmarted ftill 
wich the pain. 'lhe will of Nakaronkir had 
never been manifefted with more vengeance 
than to him. Well! he related the adventures of 
others with incredible patience ; and dif- 
fembling his diftrefs and fears, fpoke to 
them as follows: | 
«« [ took,” faid he, **« the reins of govern- 
ment, judging that the tender age of Birmin- 
vanfha, rendered him unfit to hołd them. I 
intended to refign them to him, when age and 
my example had formed him. [n taking flight, 
he difappointed my good intentions. But fince 
Heaven, who knows him better than I, judges 
him capable of reigning, I am willing to lay 
afide a burden with which I loaded myfelf on 
his account. He fhall know that, if fome vio- 
lence 
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lence was neceffary to take the public affairs 
out of hands too young to manage them, I 
will] ufe ftill greater violence to recal him to the 
throne from which he is removed. 

«« I will make all my court go into mourn- 
ing, and appoint a faft, which fhalH continue till 
I have found the King, of whom I wifh to be 
here only the vicegerent. Let this edićt be 
proclaimed through all city—all the kingdom ; 
and let a reward be announced to him who 
fhall declare into what part of the world Bir- 
minvanfha has retired. 

« "This was my defign before I heard the 
reports you have juft made me. lhefeincreafe 
the load of my affliction. Inform the divan 
that I will go into mourning as well as my 
fubjećts, but that mine fhall be more auftere. 
I will never appear but with my head and beard 
fhaved, until I have the fatisfaćtion of feeing 
your legitimate fovereign replaced upon the 
throne. [I will abftain from all public affairs z - 
and the adminiftration fhall devolve to the 
Viziers.” | | 

«« See ! my dear fovereign,” faid the Maug- 
raby to my father, ** the laft ftroke of the. 
ufurper's hypocrify which remains to be 
chaftifed by you. 5ee with what art he en- 
deavours to conceal from the public the 
marksof the fire upon his hair and his beard. 
Oh ! he is a profound viliain ! Hlowever, do not 

be 
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be uneafy. Let the people be moved of their 
own accord. Let them wilh for you, long for 
you, and wait for you atalł thę gates. When 
the revolution is ready to .commence, and 
when there is a univerfal cry in your favour, 


I will lend you the horfe which you gave me asa . 


pledge. You fhałł make your appearance 
mourtęd upon it, and fuitably drefied. Ilage 
Cadahe, my black page, fhalł be your chief eu- 


nuch, and I will be your flave. |t is onlya 


matter of patience for four days. I am ftill 
ready to fervc you; you are expoled todanger ; 
and your fpoufe ftill continues to be refpećted.” 

My iather confented. On thefifth day the 
magician made him go out by a gateof the 
city, drefled like a pilgrim, and mounted upon 
a white horfe with a black mane, and made 
him enter by another upon a black horfe like 
that upon which he made his efcape. 

A robe and turban, embroidered without 
magnificence, had now taken the place of the 
pilgrim's habit. llage Cadahe walked on the 
one fide and the magician on the other; each 
holding, with one ot his hands, the crupper 
of my father's faddle. | 

Thofz who frft faw my father ran to throw 
themfelves at his feet; the guards of the gates 
were itruck dumb with aftonifhment ; a crowd 
was inftantly collećted ; my father was obliged 
to retire into the houie of an emir; and a ge- 

neral 
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neral fout refounded, God faveour King Bir 
zninwvan/ba !!! 

This fhout was heard without the gates, 
where the divan was held. he King, whofe 
burning was now abated, in a tranfport of joy, 
and with his head: and beard fhaved, threw 
afide his flippers, and came at the head of his 
Viziers and emirs to entreat my father to re- 
fume his feat on the throne. 

I purpofely avoid the detail of uninte- 
refting tranfaćtions ; the marriage of my father 
with the faithful Laila; the vengeance which 
he took upon the ufurper and his adherents; and 
the pardoning of the fon of that infamous rufe 
fian on account of his refpećting the princefs of 
the Curdes, notwithftanding her ofiending him. 
—I pafs to the departure of the Maugraby. 

When that monfter, conftantly declaiming 
againft hypocrify, had feen the blood of all the 
guilty already fhed, he appeared quite happy at 
my father'scondition. < See! you are nowy” 
faid he, «© fecure upon your throne ; you have 
no more need of my afliftance. I depart. As 
foon as you fhałl have a fon, remember me. 
Confider he is mine ;—and juftly. [I have 
worked much. I have worn myfelf out, 
and have need of fuch a ftaff in my old age. 

« Pray bring him up carefully, that he may 
fupport both mine and yours.” So faying, he 
called for his horfe, and difappeared. 

My 
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My father, borne along on the current of 
affairs, and abforbed in the bufinefs as well as 
the pleafures of his rank, did not reflect fufh- 

ciently on the terms of his reftoration; and 
my birth firft awakened his regret. 

By his own confeffion he could not refrain 
from tears when he faw that the firft pledge 
of his love to his beautiful Laila was devoted to 
the Maugraby, whom he ftill fufpected to be 
very wicked, notwithftanding his declamations 
againft hypocrify. 

£very time he took the child in his arms 
his tears flowed  afrefh. My mother con- 
fidered them as the effećt-of tendernefs ; but 
they were the marks of deep diftrefs. 

« Why weep you,” faid fhe, <*for that 
child * He is beautiful as the 3873 ; the fon of 
a king; and defłined to reign.” 

<« Let us not fpeak of deftiny, my dear 
Laila,” replied my father, © the very idea of 
it awakens all my fears; I poflefs you; and we 

- reign.—This is fortunate—but it fhall coft us 
dear.” 
My mother Laila was not fo much terrified 
_ as he thought.—People are furely under the 
power of magic at the Curdes. 

„ «« Well!” faid fhe, << what did the Maugraby 
mean by demanding your fon as the ftaff of 
his oldage * He will doubtlefs make him a ma- 

i gician 
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"Then he rehearfed all our adventures. 
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gician like himfelf. Is that fo great a misfor- 
tune for a prince ? Has he necd of us for that ?” 

«« I fhall be happy to find our child pofief- 
fed of underftanding; he will not have occa- 
fion to feck it elfewhere ; but che dignity of” 
a fovereign 1s degraded when he is obliged to 
have recourfe to the help of aitrolegers.” 

My father ałlowed himfelf to be blinded by 
that reflection; and I was brought up with all 
imaginabłe care. Great pains were taken to 
inftrućł me in the particulars of my hiltory, 
as foon as I was able to keep the fecret. 

Although I did not fhew it, I never heard 
the name of the Maugraby but with horror. ' 
I reached, however, my fifteenth year. 'Lhe 
diftrefs of my parents, and my own fears were 
beginning to vanifh, when one day my father's 
firft groom entering the palace, announced the 
moft ftately and fineft horfe he had ever (een 
and propofed to make the purchafe of it. | 

My father had an uncommon paliion for 
thefe animals. <« Where is the horfe?” faid. 
he to his groom, **£ Si:e, 
I was pafling near the great pond, there was a 
man there condućting a white horfe which had 
a black mane and tail, and black circlets round 
his eyes. 

« I alighted from my own horfe, to obferve 
more clotely the noble animal; I fgnified my 
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* replied he, «© When 
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-defire to mount it; the owner appeared to lend 

it with pleafure. Never, Sire, have I found any 
thing fo obedient, vigorous, intelligent, teach- 
able. I fpoke to it, it obeyed; one would 
have thought the Perfian was its natural 
„language. 

«« [ propofed to buy it. "Uhe owner faid it 
was not to fell. It is for the king faid I. — 
«« In that cafe,” faid he, <* you fhall have it.” 
«« [ took the man at his word, and he isin 
the court of the palace with the horfe.” I 
was with my father when the groom made this 
report. |] was eager to fee the animal; but 
Birminvanfha, ftruck with the recital, and 
not doubting but that the Maugraby was come 
to demand his reward, took me by the hand, 
and brought me to my mother. 

«« My dear Laila,” faid he, <* now is the 
„moment of trial. 'lhe Maugraby has not for- 
gotten us as we dreamed. Hle comes to demand 
our child, and the refufal would expofe us to 
infinite dangers.” 

« Bid him come in,” faid Laila: «« Iam not 
afraid of a magician. My nurfe was fuppofed 
to be one. She never did me any harm, 
though my mother's flaves faid they faw her 
throw locks of hair into a pail, and turn them 
into frogs. When he comes in I fhall fpeak 
to him.” 


The 
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The Maugraby was introduced. Hle pre- 
fented himfelf with avery refpećtful air. My. 
father returned his falutation: as well as he 
could ; but conftraint was apparent in his ac-' 
ton. | | 

« Aftrolczer, or magician,” faid Laila,; 
c« for you are dgoubtlefs the one or the other, . 
you have taken our child under your protec-' 
tion. You have promifed to be a fecond father. 
to him. You have neglećted him a long time.- 
He is of that age which needs inftrućtion.— 
You will find him, however, well prepared ;- . 
and we hope that, in teaching him here, you: 
will, every day, approve the pains which we 
have taken in his education. Befides, you: 
fhall be well ufed by every. perfon, and parti- 
cularly by myfelf, who have always loved the 
Jearned. We will make you Vizier, not to 
raife you in our. eftimation, but in that of others, . 

"The Maugraby rejećted thefe compliments. 
He came not, he faid, to labour in educating 
me, nor to afk the child of another, but his 
ówn, in terms of. an exprefs agreement, of 
which he had the pledge. <* There is nothing 
in the world,” faid he, << but ingratitude and 
broken faith; empty titles, and fine compli- 
ments are reckoned a fuflicient recompence to 
a benefaćtor for the greateft favours.* Says 
ing this, he took me by the hand, which I 
made an effort to withdraw. My mother, ba-- 
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 thed in tears, feized my robe : but it was left 
in her hands. | 

I efcaped by a window, transformed into a 
greyhound. 'fhe Maugraby followed me by 
the fame window, and we both went to the 
country. 

He had a whip in his hand, with which he 
lafhed me unmercifully, and which feemed to 
lengthen in proportion to the efiorts which I 
made to elude the ftrokes. | 

I cannot tell whether the moon fhone clear 
whiłe I fłed;—but dying with hunger and 
thirft, every part of my body fmarting with 
pan—runninz—fainting with fatigue, l fell into 
the well at the bottom of the mountain—red 
with the blood which ftreamed from the 
wounds which the whip had made upon my 
body. 

ihen, after having forced me to remain in 
in it for fome time, as foon as the cołd water 
froze my veins, he drew me out, and reitored 
me to my former fhape. 

I will not repeat the invećtives he then pour- 
ed out againi. me and my father, nor the flat- 
tering tales he told me, after bringing me 
hither, in order to, make me forget the world 
and deliver mylelf to him. You have repre- 
iented his itratagems. Fle no doubt varies 
them according to circumitances—to the prin- 
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ciples he wilhes to deftroy, and the ideas he 
means to pervert and miflead. 

However, I began to take patience. Then, 
being advifed to ftudy the books you took no-. 
tice of, and being left alone, I faw myfelf em-- 
ployed in matters that might prove ufefu: to 
me. | 

I triumphed that I: was able to fhew 
him, when he fhould return, I had learned all . 
that was, contained in the firft twelve books,. 
and that there was not an operation propofed in 
them which I could not perform with eafe.— 
All on a fudden he appeared. 

I.advanced towards him with an air of con-- 
idence, and made a difplay of my fcience to 
him. He gave me a blow. 

«« Ignorant! flothful creature !”* faid he to 
me, << who canft do nothing when left to thy- 
ielf, 'Thinkeft thou that I can attend upon. 
thee as a fchool-boy ©" 

I did not think myfelf in the wrong, and 
wifhed to convince him of his miftake. Hle 
gave me another błow, which almoft knocked : 
me down. | 

«« [ receive no replies,” faid he, <* I come 
only for'a little, and retire. When I come 
again, if I'be not better fatisfied, I will have 
recourfe to correćtion ftill more fevere.* 

In faying this, he returned into his palace, : 
as if feeking for fomethińg, and making a fign, 
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in appearance, to take leave of me,. he aćtu=. 


ally difappeared. 

I threw myfelf upon my bed, and bathed it 
with my tears. I devoted my perfecutcr to 
Nakaronkir, whom I had heard my father and 


mother fpeak of fo often.—I burned with de-. 


fire to throw myfelf into arms from which E 
had received fo many carefles. * 

My ftudies now came afrefh into my mind. 
I could, by means of them, metamorphofe 
myfelf into a bird ; but it muft be a bird of 
prey, that I might be able to foar aloft, and 
not become the prey of others. 

I refolved to ehange myfelf into an eagle. — 
I will keep at a diltance, faid I, from the 
łowlers ; I will atight only to feek food; I wili 
vifit the capitalof Peffia, and enter, by night, 
„into my father's cafle; I fhall be found, in 
the morning, on the terrace of his apartment, 
having, in my bill, a piece of A infecribcd 
with my name. 

I pafled the night m adjufting my plan. Irofe 
with the fun, „ wrote upon the piece of 
bark, which I intended to carry, Z be poor Fila- 
laladdin, prince of Perfta, 

Then I thought of transforming myfelf ; wil- 
ling to remain a bird all my life, rather than 
to endure the mifery of being fubjected to the 
brutality of the magician, 

My charm operated. [I already felt my 
roje transformed into a bill, my arms into 

wings, 
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wings, and I faw myfelf covered with feathers. . 
Full of joy and hope, I picked up my billet, 
grafped it in-one of my talons, and took my 
- flight. 

But I felt myfelf firmly held by the tai!, and 
my back almoit crufhed with ftrokes. It was 
the magician. He took up my billet coldly, 
which had dropt from my talons, and read it. 
The psor Hallaiaddin. * Poor indeed,” faid 
he, **of fentiment—of gratitude—and every 
kind of virtue, like his father and mother.— 
Ihou haft made thyfelf a bird— ungrateful 
creature! but birds of prey are not admitted 
into my aviary——[ fhall ind thee a place.” 

I was more dead than alive, and I recovered 
my fentes only to fee myfelf fuipended by the 
feet among dying and dead perfons, in that 
place where you found me. I was plunged in- 
to a dreadlul condition: unable to give an 
account of my fufferings, and thińking that the 
Maugraby, more like a demon than a man, 
was purfuing me with a whip tipped with iron 
points inceflantly reaching me, I ran, af- 
ter the fpecćtre of death, which full efcaped 
me. lawaked only when you drew me out 
of the pit. 

One may judge what impreffion this recital 
made upon the mind and heart of the prince 
of Perfia; but he did. not difcover it in his 
countenance. 


Ile 
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i 
He then addrefled another companion of: 
this unfortunate, in order to learn the parti-- 
culars of his adventures... 
The young man, who was about nineteen: 
years ot age, began as follows: : 


= 


Hiffory of Yam Alladdin, Prince of Great Katay. - 


MY grandfather was a barber in the' city of' 
Chiraz. Fe lived in eafy circumftanees by. 
his profeilion;. for he was: induftrious and. 
clever. Ile'had more genius than the genera- 
lity of barbers, and of courle his converfation' 
was courted by thofe who were his fuperiors: 
in talents and in fortune. 

A fkilful aftrologer, who lived in b neigh< 
bourheod, oiten vifited us. « He obferved his 
wife haftily taking up her veil to go out. 

«« Whither are you going ?” faid he. -« To 
give altance to the wife of our friend the 
barber. She is lying in.” E 

« "Tell me when you return,” faid her hufź 
band, «« the names of the child, father, mother, 
grandfather, and grandmother. We confult on- 
ly about the birth of the great, as if they were 
the only interefting charaćters on earth. Our 
friend the barber fometimes difcovers happy 
glimpfes of genius—a child of his muft prove a 
more than ordinary man.” His wife promifed 
to bring proper information. 


My 
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My grandmother was very happily deliver=- 
ed of a fon, whom they named Schatkar. lhe 
aftrologet was informed of all by his wife. 

' "The alitologeć began his obfervations. He 
marked the precife hour of the birth. My fa- 
ther was born under the płanet Il-Marlik *, 
which, at that time, viewed by help of the aftro- 
labe, appeared very bright. In calculating 


" the fum of the letters of all the names which 


he had under his eye, the fage faw that the 
child* was to be a king, and his brilliant ftar 
fhed its rays over a great part of the vaft em- 
pire of China. | 

Dut the ftar difplayed a reddifh colour, 
which anounced, at leaft, that he whom it 
ruled fnould meet with great obitacles in his 
way to fortune. 

«« [ was right,” faid the aftrologer to his. 
wife, <*in remarking that the barber's fon 
woułd one day be very fortunate. * We murft 
go and congratulate his father and mother 
upon the occafion.” 

My grandfather- was very much flattered 
by the horofcope which his friend had drawn. 
Both he and his wife took the utmoft pains in 
the education of my father, and the aftrologer 
aflifted them. When he was fixteen years of 
age, there was not a young man in Chiraz. 


* Saturn, 
who 
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who had received fo much inftrućtion. Fe 
was pointed out as a model to children of the 
beft families. 

« Only look,” faid they, ** at Schafkar the 
barber's fon. It is true indeed, that to this he: 
joined a handfome figure, and a fine counte- 
nance : apprized of his deftiny, he endeavoured: 
to fhew himfelf worthy of it, both in his con- 
dućt and looks. Schafkar'one day was go- 
ing to the bath, and happened to be there firft. 
After pafling the room where he left his cloaths,. 
as he crofied a fecond one to go to the ftove,. 
though he walked very fteadily, his foot flipt 
upon a wet flag of polifhed marble. 

Fe ftruck his foot haftily againft the flag to' 
recover hinfelf. It inftantly fprung up, and, 
from the place, a vapour arofe, condenfed, and 
prefented to the eyes of Schafkar a genie in hu- 
man fhape. 

«« Leave the bath,” faid the Genie, «€ to the 
indolent.—Depart for China—take the road 
by the great wall. You will find a caravan 
at Aftracan, which you fhall join. Go re- 
fume your clothes where you left them, you 
will find with them a fum of money which fhall 
continue to fupply you on every occafion. 

When you. reach the great wall you fhall 
receive more afiftance ; but do not intruft the 
fecret to any perfon.. 


My. 
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My father went to refume his clothes, and 
found a purfe containing two hundred pieces 
of gold. He put twenty of them under his 
mother's pillow—went out of the city—met a 
man driving camels upon the road which was 
prefcribed to him—bought one of them, and 
hafted to arrive at Aftracan. | 

The caravan came, he joined it—determin- 
ed not to feparate from it. [he day on which 
he expected to reach the great wall he flept 
longer than ufual. 

Fis camel feparated from the reft, without 
any one perceiving it. When he awoke he 
found himfelf in the midft of a defart. He 
ftopped, thinking to rejoin the companions of 
his fortune. But night came, when obferving 
the ftars, he perceived that he had taken a quite 
contrary road to that which he fhould have 
purfued, and travelled all night to recover it. 

Day appeared; fcarcely did he givć his camel 
a moment to reft, or to eat the fcanty re- 
mains of its provifions. He hurried it all day, 
and all next night. Atfun-rife he found him- 
felf at the great wall ; but at that place there 
was no pafłage. 

He was exhaufted with fatigue, and his camel 
was not able to carry him farther. Ready to 
defpair, he obferved a dervife coming from be- 
/hind a thicket of brambles, with a book in his 
hang. 
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hand. He, revived at the fight, difmounted, 
and went ftraight towards the religious man. 

«« Floly man,” faid he, « I am a Perfian, a 
merchant by profeflion, feparated from my 
caravan which is going to China. "Tell me if I 
am near the gate which leads to Great Tartary?* 

« You are,” replied the dervile, « five 
good days journey from it, and more; for 
you cannot go by the wall. You muft fearch 
for the road, otherwile you  fhall -bewilder 
yourfelf in the marfhes which are on your 
zight and left hand—befides, have you a paff- 
port ?” | 

«« No,” replied pny father. ** In that cafe,” 
faid the dervife, ** you will not be allowed to 
pafs. No ftrangers are admitted into China 
but thofe who come by the caravans, and have 
regular pafiports.” *<« I am then very unfortu- 
nate,” aid Schafkar, fighing deeply. 

« '[There is a remedy for every thing except 
death,” faid the dervife. << Come to my hut, 
which is not far diftant. You will and there 
a little fountam and pafture for your camel. — 
I am doing penance here ; you will accompany 
me ; and, if you open your heart to me, fome 
means perhaps may be found to bring you out 
of your diitreis.” 


My father, leading his camel, followed the 


dervile. "They arrived atthe hut, which was a 
«deep cave, fhaded by a green arbour. 


You 
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«< You have need of fome food,” faid the 
„dervife. ** I have here the milk of. a goat which 
I feed, a frefh honey comb which I found ina 
*tree-to-day, and fome dried fruits. 'Ihefe are 


-my provifions.” Saying this, he put them upon 


a ftone,-which ferved inftead of -a table. 
Although my father thought now that his 
„ftar had mifłed him, he ftill reckoned: upon the 
dittle afhftance he was to fmd. He ate. and 
«irank, and looked at the dervife, who was 
faftening the camel by the-leg, to let it graze. 
When the ofłicious dervife had provided for 
the animal, he "returned :to his gueft with an 


.eager amd important air. ** You make,” faid 


he, <* a very frugal meal-; you have doubtlefs 
been accuftomed to better furnifhed tables.— 
"The noblenefs of your appearance announces 
wou bern above the vulgar.” 

ć« -Alas! not,” replied my father, with his 
ufual franknefs. <* You are fo generous; your 
£ondition infpires me with fo much confidence, 
and I have fo - much need of opening my heart, 
that I: believe it to be my-duty to relate my 
«whole hiftory to you ingenuoufly. 

«« You fee in me what aftrologers call e 
child of fortune. lam to have a crown ac- 
cording «to them; and.if I had not met with 
you .I might perhaps have obtained that one 
which Mahomet promifes to thofe good Muf- 
fulmans, w yielding to the .excefs of mif- 
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fortune, die without murmuring. lam the 
fon of a barber of Chiraz, and ay name is 
„chafkar.” 

My father, having told his name, made a 
faithful report of his hiftory, omitting no cir- 
cumftance ; and when he came to fpeak of the 
.purfe which had been given him, containing 
two hundred fequins, he put it on the table. 
« See there!” faid he, © I have fpent more 
than four hundred in coming hither, and every 
morning it continues to be full.” 

The dervife gave the greateft attention to 
the recital which my father made.—< I know 
that purfe,” faid he. << I know from whence it 
<ame to you.—lt gives me to underftand that I 
have duties to perform in your behalf, more im- 
portant than thofe which I owe to ordinary 
guefts: you have now made yourielf entirely 
known to me, and I ought to difcover myfelf to 
you. 
(ść You are indeed, my dear '$chafkar, a 

„child of deftiny ; and I am devoted, by my con- 
dition, to the fervice of thofe whom it favouwrs. 
If it conducted you hither, it likewiie appoint= 
ed me to wait for you. 

« You have delivered me from great unea- 
finefs. There is always obicurity attending 
the orders we receive. Mine obliged me to 
repair, in'the habit of a dervile, to the walł 
„of China, and to remain there in a place ree 
moved from every road, four days, expofed to 
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eołd and hunger.—Such was the rigour of the 
commands I had received. 

« The fubjećt of my commiffion had begun: 
to render me uneafy; but I knew its import- 
ance. It was the appointing of a monarch to. 
the empire of Great Katay :—and Seignior 
Schafkar, the crown is'yours !* 

Then the falfe dervife took a fmall rod of 
ebony from a bag which was under his arm, . 
and made it turn upon the ends of his fingers 
with imfinite dexterity.—*« Come,” faid he, 
« JHegine, perform thy duty.” 

"Then a voice of matchlefs. fweetnefs was 
heard—* What does the great and mighty, 
Maugraby wifh his fervant to do ?* 

«c Did I permit thee to name me, Iittle fawn- 
ing creature?” anfwered. the falfe dervife.. 
«« Know that our.gueft is a man of the greateft 
importance. He has not had fuitable enter-. 
taimment nor accommodation here. Go call 
my fervants. Let us prepare a proper płace, 
where we may dine in ftle. My gueft isa 
noble Perfian ; and let us have a bottle of the 
wine of Chiraz.” 

The fweet voice faid, «* Sire, you fhall in- 
ftantly be obeyed.” 

My father was a little aftonifhed, but lefs 
fo that he had been already conducted to the 
wall of China by a prodigy. 

The falfe dervife obferved it. ** My little 

4 Q_2 fervant, 


104- ARABIAN TAŁES.. 


fervant,” faid he, <* has told you my mame; 
and I hope, Seignior Schafkar, to give you: 
rsafon to. remember it all your life. 

« W.hile dinner is preparing, I muft inform- 
you what 'is: referved for you by defłiny, i£ 
you do not refufe the favours which await 
you ; for unfortunately, men can always. find. 
obftacles ; and often, as I have feen, give the 
lie to deftiny by. the remaiśineść of their con- 
dućt. 

«« Some facrifices are to be made. I warn. 
you of this. 'lhe throne uf Great Katay is 
vacant by the death of the fowereign, who has 
left no male iflue. A new fovereign muft be 
elećted within the fpace of five days, with the 
ufual ceremonies of the country. It will be. 
in your power to be King of Great Katay, and 
hufband to the moft beautiful princefs in-the 
„world, daughter of the late fovereign. Her 


charms and her virtues are above all the trea- 


fures which will accompany her harid.— You 
fhall have onły to fpeak one word, and all is. 
yours !” 

It is eafy to conceive the effećt which this dif- 
covery had upon my father. He had been ac- 
cuftomed from his infancy to-entertain ideas o£ 
ambition; and he now faw himfelf ready, in 
a moment, to full his deftiny It had been 
pointed out to him indeed by an old man in 
the habit of a dervilfe ;—but he had feen. the 
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motion of the little wid: ; and he had heard 
the voice of Megine. 

«« Seignor Maugraby,” faid he to his hoft, 
«c ] have not undertaken the laborious journey 
to the wall of China iri order to refufe any 
ławful requifition.” 

«« Far be it from me,” faid the Maugraby, 


«6 todefire you to commit a crime. It is only, 
-you fhall fee, an'aćt of virtue—a fmall facri- 


fice—a teftimony of gratitude to your devoted 
fervant.” | 

When the Maugraby had finifhed that dif- 
courfe, a tall black figufe prefented itfelf, hold- 
ing a flver mace.— Deigniors;” it faid, 
fpeaking to the mafter of the hut and my fa- 
ther, << you are ferved;” they rofe, and fol- 
lowed it. 

"They went into a pavilion, covered with 


" filk ftuff, in a magnificent manner. The inte- 


rior part was fłill more elegantly adorned.— - 
The earth, covered with her carpet of green, . 
was watered by a nątural fountain, on the 
margin of which the pavilion had been erećted, . 
and the banks, enamelled with flowers, ap-- 
peared through a fmall opening that had been 
left on purpofe. 

'The table was covered with dlegańce and 
plenty. The fight and fmell were grati- 


fied at once. 'The two guefts fat down upon 


fofas of exquifite magnificence. Four flaves- 
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appeared, at'a fign. which the negro witk the 
gold collar made with his.mace. "Two ftood 
by my father; and two by the malfter of the 
elegant pavilion.. 

Dinner pafled in agreeable converfation; 
upon the variety of difhes:'that were on tha 
table, and:upon the excellence of their feafon- 
ing.  Wzhen the laft courfe was removed, the 
Maugraby. faid to his negro. ** Ilage-Cadahe, 
we are in the open air here, let us go repofe 
ourfelves ; but my gueft and I are travellers, «» 
bath will refrefh us, go and prepare a conve- 
nient one ; our fupper muft be better than the 
dinner yow gave us;. and Megine muft be told 
that I wifh to entertain my gueft with company 
agreeable to- him.” 

The negro retired. Śleep (cized my father; 
and he funk down upon the fofa, without re- 
flećting upon wnat he had feen, done, or heard; 
"Two hours after a noife awaked him. 

Flis hoft was already. up. <* Seignior Schaf- 
kar, faid he, «* the bath is ready, and we fhall 
not have far to go—t is juft at hand. 

The door of the. tent which opened'to the 
country was. fhut, and. another prefented itfelf, 
by which there was a pafłage into a place il- 
luminated with wax tapers, where two. lion's 
mouths poured into two little troughs of. mar- 
ble, cold water on the one fide, and hot on: the 
other. 
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« [et us put off our clothes here,” faid the: 
Maugraby, «* and enter.” ** My father followed 
him, and entered his bath. When they had 


_ both entered, four young female negroes came 
with perfuming pans; and boxes full of ricix 


o.ntments.. "Ehe Maugraby. and my father 
came out of the bath, and the female negroes 
retired. Four white, eunuchs came in their 
place, bringing the moft:elegant'and delightful 
habits. | | 
Under that which the falfe dervife put on, 
my father coułd not recognife him.. His looks 
afiamed great dignity. He appeared to be very 
old ; but his long white beard -.gave him ave= 


" nerable appearance. . 


He put on. an air'of fatisfaćtion. <* I judge,” 
faid he, to my. father, ** by the frefhnefs of 
your looks, that the bath has done you good, 
cannot exprefs my happinefs at having had the 
good fortane to have done you thefe trifling 
fervices.—I fhould be glad. if you would de 
fire greater ones.. - 

«« We fhall not meet with children of deftiny 
every day. It is a fatisfaćtion to concur with 
it in rendering them happy. 

«« You have need,” continued he, «* to take 
the air. 'lhe promenade around here is very: 
agreeable ;. but: behind this hall: there is a' little 
valley, in which your cameł feeds. One 
gan reach it by a very fweet walk along 

| this 
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this fountain, which fupplies us with water: 
When one is there, the view, which is not ex- 
tenfive indeed, prefents a very great variety of 
objećts. "lhofe who can be contented with a 
feat of turf, may there find means of repofe ; 
and, unlefs the indifcretion of birds be dread=_ 
ed;it is a place very proper for communicat- 
ing fecrets.” 

In giving this defeription of the promenade, 
to which he wifhed to entice my father, the. 
hoft was condućting him infenfibly towards 
the valley. It was not very deep; and a range of 
rock was:the horizon. The fountain burft 
in cafcades, from a fhapelefs mafs of rude mar- 


ble; hollowed by time. "There were conve-- 


nient places there for fitting, and a. converfa- 
tion commenced, which the Maugraby almoft 


| entirely engroffed. 


Fle compelled my father to admire the de- 
lights of this charming folitude.” < Do you 
imagine that Ieńvy fuch as you, who are raif- - 
ed to the government of great empires *—you 
renounce,—if one may fay fo, the enjoyment of 
the beauties of Nature andęthe fweets of repofe. 

«« Confider this retreat, unknown to the 
world. My wifhes have all centćred in it, ever 


- fince I came into this territory to wait for you. 


Believe that I am confirmed in the pro- 
jećt of one day refuming here the habit of a 
dervife, under which I difguifed myfelf to at- 

| traćł 
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traćt your confidence. If I have the good for= 
tune one day to refume it, I fhall never quit it 
during my life. 

«« Sge ! where I fhall build my little houfe. 
It fhall be cheered by the rifing fun. I will re-- 
move fome of thefe groves, which might caufe' 
too much damp, and płant the greateft variety: 
of the mofł beautiful fhrubs. 

«« See! here my little flock of Góałż fhall' 
feed—and there fhall be my hives of bees |— 

I fhall be happy !—Books, and Nature herfelf, 
fhall be my ftudy |-—Whaile you fhall be upon a 
throne, furrounded with fłattery and deceit. 

«« I do not draw this difagreeable pićture of 
your condition, to infpire you with difguft.. 
[he world has need of fovereigns; and you 
are born to be one. You are young too, and: 
have duties to difcharge to fociety. 

«« But, my dear gueft, felf-love, this mo- 
ment, brings me to myfelf. I have now toiled 
a. long time, and I am tired by. working for 
another, miracles, whofe charm has. no: longer 
power over me ;. and I wifh it were granted me 
to take repofe. 

«« Can you not obtain repofe,” faid my fa- 
tber, <* from. beings of fupernątural power, 
whom you feem to command ?” 


«« Oh Schafkar ! you will find that one ob= 


 tains nothing but by facrifices.. I fhall be able : 


ża 3 myfelf to a retreat when I have: 


inftrućted. 
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inftructed and formed a fubjećt as capable as I 
am, of difcharging the duties with which I am 
intrufted. 

«€ In order te accomplifh an objećt of that i IM= 
portanće, onć muft have a child prepared, to 
fay fo, from the very breaft, brought up and pre- 
ferved in the greateft innocence, habituated, 


by ev ery exercife, to fupport the toils to which. 


rhan is expofed, and trained up in the ftudy: of 
all the arts. 

<< He muft be happily born, even the blood 
from which he ought to fpring is not indiffer- 
ent. Thefeare conditions very dificult to ful- 


fil; but to crown all, he muft be the fon ofa. 


King.” 
Saying this, the pretended hermit arofe; 


fetching a figh, apparently from the bottom of. 
his foul. We fhall refume our converfation, . 


" my dear Śchafkar, faid he to my father, and 
propofed to walk round the valley. 

My father believed implicitely all the Mau- 
graby had faid. File took him for a holy per- 
fonage. While they came down, in order to 


return to the little plain, where the pavillion- 
had been raifed, night came, and my father. 
feeing a place bright with illuminations, tefti- 


" fied his furprife. 
«« My brother,” faid his companion, *I have 
learned, in this ftate, to treat every one I deal 


with, according to his.rank. Begin to accom--- 
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moódate yourfelf to what you muft look for here. 
After fifteen days you will not take one ftep 
without hearing, << 9 here goes tbe King.” You 
will not enter the houfe of a ftranger, which 
fhall not perfumed and illuminated ; and, in 
your .own palace, you fhall have SORY in 
abundance. 

« I am going; „continued he; << to: prefent 
you with another (cene of aftonifhment. You 


" are to fup with ladies, than'whom there are - 


none more beautiful in Georgia, from which 
they came. '[here are, indeed, more agreeable 
objects than beautiful women; but I treat 
them as I do a nofegay, which I love and tram- 
ple upon :—fo that they cannot derange my 
principles.” | 

Darknefs ineresfcd during this converfa- 
tion. The negro with the gold collar appear- 
ed, carrying his mace, and preceded by twenty 
flambeaus. <« My figniors,” faid he, ** you are 
ferved.” 

«« Are the ladies here?” faid the hoft. 
«< '[hey are feated on fofas,” replied Ilage- 
Cadahć, and < entertaining themfelves with 
„mufic.” 

<<] never interfere in fuch PN faid the. 
Maugraby to my father; <* My little Megine. 
attends to them. She knows her company— 
and never fails.” 


The 
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The two entered a fpacious pavillion, whofe 
magnificence ftruck my father with aftonifh- 


„ment. The table was placed upon an emi- 
nence, under a fuperb canopy. "Iwo large fe- 


fas, of unfpeakable elegance „were placed oppo- 
fite to each other. [he ladies took their feats 
on the one of thefe, each apart. 

_ On feeing the mafter of the pavillon come 
in, they rofe. 'lhe Maugraby advanced to 
them abruptly. «* This,” fays he, << ladies, is the 
prince Schafkar, a friend of mine, in whofe ac- 
quaintance you will.be very happy. Brilliant 
ftars like you are :fit to favour.a Perfian—a 
child of deftiny.” 

„My father, in-defcribing thefe ladies, faid 
they were as beautiful as angels. He was 
prevafled on to fit down by one of them, and 
his hofł fat down by the other. 

FEighteen flaves of an exquifite beauty waited 
at the table. I wenty-feven arranged upon the 
ftairs, into three feparate choirs, formed a con- 
cert. The air was fweetened with perfumes ; 
and before the end.of the repaft, 'wines and 
liquors of all forts covered the table. 

"The Maugraby fhewed infinite attention to 
his lady. My father endeavoured to imitate 
him, and tried to:enter into a converfation 
with his; but he cóuld obtain nothing but 


„monofyllables. She had, however, engaging 


look$,; 
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łooks; and fhe drank, and invited him to 


drink. | 

My father forgot the reft of the entertain= 
ment. His head was full of the fumes of the 
Greek and Perfian wines he had drunk; and 
he did not open his eyes till next morning, 
when he found himfelf ftretched upon the 
fofa, in the room where he had fupped in 
fuch fplendid company. 

His hoft appeared fleeping, oppofite to him. 
He went out foftly to take the air: but the 
Maugraby foon joined him. | 

« Young man,” faid he, ** you are a philo- 


fopher with the ladies; and you fhall have an 


elegant fpoufe in the charming princefs of 
Katay. I confefs I wifhed to try you. You 
muft not take it amif5, for 1t is my bufinefs. 
Let us take the fame walk we took yefterday. 
And, confider, in my little folitude, what we 
fhall do.” 

My father was ftill uneafy with the ef- 
fećts of laft night's fupper, and wałking was 
quite agreeable to him. [hey both went to 
fit down befide the cafcade, in the fame fpot 
where they had fitten the evening before, and 
the converfation of the Maugraby now aflum- 
ed a more decifive tone. 
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« Schafkar! will you depart immediately 
for Katay ? You know that within five daysthe 
election will take place.” 

« Permit me to anfwer you Śiwióć, I know 
not how I fhall pafs the great wall, how many 
days journey I am from Katay, and how it will 
be poflible for me to be elećted. I am quite 
unknown ; and I ought to have all the gran- 
dees of the country to befriend me. 

«« '[he paffage of the wall,” faid the magi- 


cian, ** by a path which I know, is fifty leagues 


hence. From itone may go on a camel, and 
reach the capital of your kingdom in fiftecn 
_days.—We fhall ind among your friends even 
fons of kings. - 

« But if you fatisfy me in what I am going 
to afk of you, to-morrow you fhall be on the 
fpot of elećtion— to-morrow you fhall be lodged 
in the adjoining palace. Three days after, you 
(hall mingle with your rivals ;s—and if you be 
not diitinguifhed among them; in the, moft 
fingular manner, you fhall never call me the 
" Maugraby ; and you fhall treat me as your 
flave :—I (wear by the fovereign of fpirits; to 
whom all earthly power is fubjećt. 

c If I fet you upon the throne of Perfia, and 
procure for you a fpoufe, the moft charming 
princefs upon earth, I demand the firft male 
child which fhall fpring from your marriage. 
4 have revealed to you all my motives; and 
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you fhall fwear on the faith of a King, and by 
Mahomet, to give me the child.” 
My father, ftill ftupifed by the effoóts of the 


fupper of laft night, when he had fufered him- 


felf to be duped by the artful converfatton of 
the Maugraby, confounded aftrology with ma- 


„gic. He had been born in devout refpećt for 


the former ; and did he did not fufliciently dif= 
truft the infiuence of the latter. His almoft i M- 
nate defre of reigning too, doubtlefs, mixed it- 
felf with other motives. —However it Wwere——. 
the oath efcaped him. 

The eyes of the Maugraby fparkled with joy. 
«« Embrace me,” faid he to my father, «'fovereign 
of Katay!” Then turning towards the valley 
which he had left, he addreffed it as follows : 
«< I fhall fee thee again, fweet PoDBidE Ev" 
to leave thee.” 

When he had fnuifhed that exclamation, the 


negro prefented himfelf, and gave notice that 


breakfaft was ready. <* Very well, Ilage-Ca- 
dahe ;* «« but Megine will wait upon us. De- 
part for Nantka ; provide for us a palace in the 


neighourhood of the place. It were better to 


buy it than hire it. Expećt us there this even- 
ing. llage-Cadahć immediately difappeared.” 

"The two travellers fat down to table. *«« How 
like you the fofa you fit on !1*—« Excellently 
well,” replied my father.—*" I intend,” faid 


the magician, « to employ it asa vehicle. We 
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fhall fit very conveniently on it.” Then feat- 
ing himfelf by my father, he took out his little 
wand, «zd made it turn on the ends of his 
-fingers.—« -Come, Megine,” faid he, <* let us 
make hafte.” 

In a moment the fofa, carried out of the pa- 
villion, mounted inthe air, above the wall. 
My father flept, and did not awake till his guide 
awaked him by a burft of laughter. 

«« Where are you?” faid he. ** My father 
opened his eyes, and faw himfelf in a beautiful 
apartment entirely unknown to him. —* Look 
out at the window,” faid the magician, if you 
wifh to know where you are.” My father 
obeyed, and by the clear light of the moon (for 
it was then night) he faw a fpacious fquare, 
and a great number of people walking under 
trees. 

«« You are at home, Schafkar,” faid the magi- 
cian, his guide, <* for the palace in which you are 
is paid. See the large court of your capital! I£ 
any one think of oppofing your elećtion let his 
chaftifement be my care. Let us have fupper. 
[o-morrow morning I fhall fee what is doing 
here.” | 

Next morning my father contemplated, 
from a window of the palace, a people and 
cufłoms quite new to him. Being alone, and 
having his mind much engaged, he ate little, 

and 
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and waited with fome impatience the return. 
of his guide, wko at length appeared. 

"The Maugraby pretended to: be fatigued.. 
«« Nothing is learned,” faid he, < without 
much trouble.” How many fprings are 
fet a going by intrigue, avarice, and hypocrify ! 
The combination is well formed. '[o-morrow 
facrifices are to: be performed to Dagon, and 
to his fon Bil-il-fanam. Next day the bird 
will be confulted. It is to perch upon the 
head of the Grand Vizier, who: is then to be 
elećted King !” 

« What is that bird !” faid my father. « It 
is a Ter-ił-bas*,” replied the Maugraby,. 
«« which the priefts of Dagon have been in-- 


ftrućting fince the- death of the late King.. 


"They have fecretly killed its mate, which the 
country people brought the other day in cere-. 
mony, becaufe it was not traćtable. 

« Tt is the duty of thefe good men to watch the: 
creature day and night. 'The people depend. 
upon their fdelity, and juftly, for they are as. 
vigilant as they can be ; but they overlook one 
thing, their own mfatuation.——Oh, I fhall 
avenge Dagon and Bil !-—I fhall difconcert that. 
p!an, or I-fhall not be Maugraby ! 

<< [o-morrow, my prince,” continued hey. 
sć you fhall go to the temple. 'Thisis partia 


* A fpecies of peacock. | 
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eularly neceffary. Dagon muft not be accufed 
of having chofen a man unknown to him— 
You fhall fee there the princes ef Coree, of 
Funquin, and of Cochinchina; but your ape 
pearance fhall particułarly diftinguifh you. — 


Ilage-Cadahe fhałl take care that your drefs- 


and attendants be fuitable. For my own part, 
I fhall not be at the ceremony ;—my efforts 
will be neceflary eHewhere.” 

Next day my father vifited the temple of 
Dagon, that he might-nat neglećt any of the 
counfels of his guide. He faw, accordingly, 


that many eyes were drawn upon him, 'lhe- 


priefts omitted nothing to render the diety pro+ 
pitious. Bulls, goats, fheep, doves, and fpare 
rows, were facrificed. according to che different 
clafies of.the people. 


On feeing the crowd of facrifices,.and hear= „ 


ing the prayers which the chorus addrefied to 
Dagon and Bil-il-fanam, ene would have 
thought that it aćtually depended upon. thefe 
dięties what monarch fhould next day be elećt- 
ed.. [he populace indeed did think fo. My father 
retired fulł of hatred and chagrin, at fo much 
bypocrify.. 

His afiduous monitor came to him. * You 
have feen,” faid. he, ** what is doing.  'To- 
morrow all the facrificers will be difappointed, 
when they fhall fee that their bird has forgot- 
ten what they-have taught it. Be firm, and do 


not” 
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nót be uneafy at any thing which fhall happen 
to you. I fhall be near you, to guard you againft 
every danger. At'any rate you may depend 
upon the little Megine.” 

The time of elećtion. at length arrived. A 


"very high altar was erećted in the middle of” 


the great court of Nantka. Several ranges of 
ftairs, capable of: containing about a thoufand 
people, were placed around. 

The Grand Vizier, his inferior officers; 
princes, emirs, and moft refpećtable perfons 
of the ftate, filled the places which were near= 
eft the altar. The priefts, who: ferved, were 
employed in the duties of their office: 

The Ter-il-bas, ftill under the eye of the: 
country people who had brought it to town,. 
was kept in a. gilt cage, covered with garlands 
of flowers. [he air was almoft darkened with 
perfumes.. 

AI on a fudden the Gwiid of facred trum= 
pets announced that Dagon and Bil were now 
to reveal' their choice. 'lhe high prieft adz 
vanced towards the cage, to open the door to 
the infpired Ter-il-bas.. 

'TFhe bird no fooner (aw its prifon half open- 
ed than it burft through, and darting againft 
the face of the principal faerificer, ftruck him 
with its bill and its.wings, and then mounted. 
into.the air. 
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It defcended again, and flying around, at- 
moft touched thofe who were feated on the 
foremolt galleries. It feemed, all the while, 
to be deliberating, and fixing its choice. Af- 
ter fhooting to a diftance, it came back and 
performed the fame round over the farthefft 
galleries, appearing to examine and fearch, 
without finding what it wanted. 

The people were amazed at the motions of 
the Ter-il-bas. "The priefts were confounded. 
"The high prieft, and the Grand Vizier, were 
unable to remain upon their feats for anxiety. 
They often rofe, and teftified to each other 
their aftonifhment, by figns.. 

My father was ftanding behind the karę: — 
The Ter-il-bas, ata certain height, hovered 
for fome time around his head. "The ycung 
minifters of the altar, who were fent to follow 


the bird, and obferve its movements, made - 


many efforts to drive it off, and force it to_ 
alight nearer the altar ; but it did not obey 
their figns. All on a fudden, coming to a de- 
termination, it perched upon my father's 
head, and fpread its wings and tail. 

"The exclamations of the people were exceed- 
ed only by thofe of the priefts and Viziers.— 
The officers ftill endeavoured to make it quit 
ts hold ; but it kept clofe upon him. 

My śather's turban was thrown off, and the 

bird 
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bird forced to remove ; but it foared aloft, and 
returned to alight on his bare head. "Then 
twenty arms were raifed to fright it away. The 
people exclaimed—< '[his is the King whom 
Dagon has given us! Itis falfe! It is falfe !* 
cried the priefts and the minifters of the altar, 
difperfing themfelves among the crowd. 

One of them approached my father. « You 
are not known,” faid he. «* To what country 
of China do you belong ?” 

« [ do not belong,” anfwered my father, to 
any country of China ; I am a Perfian.” 

« Ą Perfian! A Perfian"!” replied ten or 
twelve voices at once: <* let the report be 
fpread among the people ; Dagon -could not 
chufe a ftranger for our King; there muft 
be fome impofture here.” "The bird had dif= 


appeared ; my father had taken up his cap, 


and a crowd. was gathering around him, when 
Maugraby appeared, 

«« ILet us retire into your palace,” faid he to 
him ; there are fome people here who grow 
warm. You are evidently elećted by Dagon and 
his fon Bills and by Dagon and his fon you 
fhall be King, or I fhall no longer be Maugraby. 

«« [ will let thefe people khow what danger 
they run by employing the name of the gods 
to give credit to their frauds, and by oppofing 
the evident intention of thofe whom they 
have profefled to invoke. "They are falfe, de- 

| ceitful 
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ceitful, avaricious, hypocritical, and difobe- 
«lient; they have fold themfelves to an ambi- 
tious man. TI will difturb their trade a little. 
Be not, my dear King, (for fuch you are) 
aftonifhed at any thing which may happen to 
you; but be afiured that every thing will turn 
out to the utter confufion of your. enemies.” : 

My father remained in his palace; but he 
obferved, during the day, many people who 
had the appearance of rambling about with an 
anquifitive air. Next day, before-he was two 
hours out of bed, he faw a troop of armed 
"men come and furround his abode. A minif- 
ter of juftice entered, and fpoke to him ina 
threatening tone. << Vile ftranger! -criminal 
magician |! execrable author of facrilege ! You 
are to be dragged to a dungeon ; and torture 
fhall make you confefs yourcrimes.” He was 
dnftantly carried away. i 

The reafon of this violence was, that the 
priefts having gone to the temple, at the ufual 
hour, had found the ftatues of Dagon and 
of Bil-il.fanam overturned, and broken in 
pieces. "They ran in great terror, and gave an 
„account of it to the Grand Vizier, who had 
aflembled the Divan at his houfe. 

The chief prieft having there related what 
had happened, the crime was unanimoufly 
imputed to the Perfian, whofe forceries had 
difturbed the fiight of. che Zer-i/-bas, and who 

had, 
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had, by the afiftance of magic, gót into the 
temple, that he might add a glarimg w 
to his other impieties. 

"A confultattion was immediately held; it 
was refolved that the ftranger fhould be thrown 
imto a dungeon, and the Vizier returned to 
his apartment, to get ready a fealed order for 
committing him to the same on the aą 
eM: 

- He fat down on his fofa of ftate, and ośle 
ed his pipe, which refembled a fmall adder in 
enamell, to be brought him, bathing at the 
fame time in fnow water, contaimed in a mag- 
nificent vafe of rock cryftał, When he was 
about to fmoke, an ufher prefented to him the 
pen and ink, that he might fign the fentence 
which condemned the ftrange magician to be 


burnt. He plunged the pen very deep, that it 


might be the better filled with ink, and having 
drawn it out, figned the fentence ; but the dka 
raćters inftead of being bląck were of a bright 
red. He was feizęd with terror, and involun= 
tary emptied the inkholder, which was full of 
chicken's blood, upon the writing and his own 
fleeve. « O heavens !” cried he, <* thi$ is ano= 
thex trick of the pretended Perfian; fhall we 
never have an end of them?” fo faying, he 
went away to change his robe. | 
'The ufher, full of aftonifhment, remained bó- 
hind with the paper and inkholder in his 
i hand, 
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hand, and with his face turned towards the 
door of the chamber where the Vizier had 
entered. '[he latter returned in a little, to 
fmoke his pipe, being impelled by the force of 
a powerful habit, which got the better of his 
diftrefs. "The table of fandal wood, inlaid with 
fapphire and emeralds, the vefiel of rock chryf- 
tal, and the little adder had difappeared. 

"The ufher was ftill in the fame attitude, hold- 
ing the bloody inkholder and paper in his hand: 
« What are you doing with that?” faid the 
Vizier ; << throw that ftuff into the fire.” 

The ufher turned about to go aut:— 
«« ftop,” faid the minifter, <« where are my 
table and pipe?” <*I know nothing about 
them,” anfwered the ufher. << Where then,” 
replied he, ** are the canopy, the fofa, and 
the footftool ?* <«'There is fome perfon here 
who takes away your furniture, Sir; for my 
part, I tremble for fear.” | 

« O Dagon! O Bill!” cried the Vizier, 
« what fituation are we in! I am going to lay 
myfelf on my bed. Inform the members of 
the divan to aflemble here early to-morrow ; 
let the high prieft, and the four chiefs of the 
colleges of priefts be prefent ; we arein a very 
extraordinary, perhaps dangerous fituation.” 

While the minifter was thus diftrefled, 
my father was enjoying his eafe at -his 


«expence. le had been thrown upon fome - 


half 


a 
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half rotten ftraw in a dungeon, apart from all 
the reft, and fituated in a corner of the prifon 
court. A flave belongmg to the jailer had 
there left him an earthen veflel full of water, 
and a bit of mouldy bread, upon a block of 
wood half confumed, which ferved him fora 
table. "This forry apparatus could not offend 
the eyes of the prifoner, for he was drowfy 
when he entered the dungeon, and fcarcely 
was .he laid on the ftraw when he fell afleep. 

When he awaked, he was conveniently feat- 
ed on the Grand Vizier's fofa of ftate; his 
arms were fupported by cufhions of down ; 
over his head was a canopy embroidered in 
the moft fplendid manner ; and his feet refted 
upon a footftool, covered with the richeft ta- 
peftry. Before him lay the pipe, upon the 
table inlaid with faphire ; a gołden pet, fmok- 
ing with fweet odours, was by his fide; a 
Chinefe pagoda, eight inches high, conftituted 
the pendant of this jewel. 

« Prince,” faid the little pagoda to him, 
with a voice that feemed to refemble the found 
of a bell, <« do you not recollećt me under 
this appearance ? I am Megine, the little fer- 
vant of your benefaćtor Maugraby. You have 
been put in prifon, and he has fent me to con- 
'fole you, and to furnifh your apartment at the 
expence of the Vizier, your greateft enemy. 
Omoke his pipe, there it is; it is fullof the 
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moft delicious opium which the Bramins on 
the banks of the Ganges can prepare; he 
ufes it for procuring agreeable dreams.. But 
at prefent, my mafter referves to himfelf 
the care of his dreams.. You are upon his fofa 
of ftate ; and to divert you, I here offer you 
the choice of whatever he pofłefies, including 
cven his women.” 

My father thanked the pagoda; « your 
mafter,” faid he, «* deftines for me a charming 
fpoufe, to whom I have given my heart, and 
Iwifh for no other woman. But tell me, 
what am I accufed of, that I am thus put im 
prifon !” 

«© My mafter,” repiied the pagoda, « in 
order to terrify your enemies, has overturned 
tne idols of the country, and it is fuppofed 
that this is the efifećt of your forcery. 
See how good they are here! You would be 
burnt to-morrow, if my mafłer did not pre- 
vent it; remember this when you are King.— 
AI the evil which they can do you is to put 
you in prifon; but you fhall want nothing 
there, for I am obedient to your commands. 
You fhall not long be detained; we will go 
from hence this night, to returnto your palace.” 

My father, on hearing the difcourfe of the 
little pagoda, was greatly Encouraged, and - 
wifhed to propofe fome queftionś to it, with . 
refpećt to Maugraby. | 

| «Jam 
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c I am ordered, Sir,” anfwered it, < to 
gratify. your wifhes in every thing; but I am 
fo young that you.muft be better acquainted 
with my mafter than I am, and I can fay 
nothing about him. . Can any one put ferious 
queftions to a puppet like me? I was given to 
my mafter, and I ferve him with fidelity ; he 
treats me with kindnefs, and this is all I 
know. ” 

My father could not help fufpećting that 
there was móre malice in the pagoda than it 
wifhed to difcover; but only one ftep more 
was wanting to afcend the throne, and poflefs 
the moft-beautiful princefs upon earth; what 
a temptation for a barber's fon, who was only 
cighteen years of age! 

I have heard him relate, to my grandfather, 
the little ftruggles which he then felt within 
himfelf. He-gave over talking with the pagoda, 
and, in order to divert his attention, afked for 
fomething to eat. When night was come, the 
pagoda faidto him, <* fet me upon your hand; 
wifh to be tranfported to your palace, and we 
fhall inftantly be there.” 

My father was carried to his bed, where 
he fell into a profound fleep, from which he 
had not awaked when Maugraby pooaoe 
his piliow. 

«« | am come,” (aid he, « to give you an 
account of what has pafled in the diva, and 
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of the refolutions which have been entered in- 
to. When the Grand Vizier came there, 
every thing was in confufion. [he jailer of 
the prifon gave an account of two very extra- 
ordinary faćts, for the truth of which he 
produced many witnefłes. 

« [n the morning, when he intended to 
bring you a loaf, and fupply your veflel with 
water, the dungeon was not to be found ; 
there was only an old ftable perfećtly open— 
Thirty men were there tied, like fo many af- 
fes, by halters to the manger, which was all 
around ; and they were fleeping upon fome 
bad litter, with their chief at their head. 

« "The jailer was under the neceffity of em- 
ploying extraordinary means to awake them.— 
Being unable either to untie or break the hal- 
ters, he was obliged to cut them ; and when the 
affes fłood up, they were found to be the 
guard who had been fent to take pefieflion of 
your houfe, and who had left it with empty 
hands and belly, not knowing how, and very 
much againft their inclination.” 

« 'Thefe people are. mad,” faid fome; 
«« they lie,” faid others : *« what probability 
is there,” faid the chief prieft to the Grand 


Vizier, that a dungeon fhould be robbed ? 


Was fuch a thing ever heard of? A dungeon 


too, whofe walls are ten feet thick.” 
« My 
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« My pipe,” faid the Grand Vizier, ** was 
ftolen from before my very eyes, together with 
my inlaid table, my fofa of ftate, the foot- 
ftool thereof, the canopy, and two of the 
fineft down pillows in all China.” 

« And why don't you crucify your flaves 
who have robbed you !” faid the prieft. 

Tt would be a very proper ftep, forfooth, 
to chaftife my flaves for tricks which are play- 
ed us by a perfidious magician! You do not 
believe the power of magic, but impute every 
extraordinary event to fecrets of the fame na= 
ture with your own. ' For my part I tell you 
that the fame Perfian who feduced your Ter-il- 
bas, tumbled down your gods, tranfported a 
whole troop from one end of the city to the 
other, from a palace to a prifon, has robbed the 
dungęon, as well as ftolen my pipe. "You 
boaft of not being credulous; but I confider 
incredulity to be fometimes a misfortune; 
efpecially in fuch a fituation as the prefent, 
when we are perfecuted by a villain of abili- 
ties, who, after having tied our foldiers like 
afles, is perhaps contriving, to muzzle us like 
bears. : 

«« But what remedy can we have for that ?* 
faid the prieft, ftaggered by this reafoning.. 
« We wiłl find it,” faid the Vizier, <* by 


fearching the archieves. _ Formerly this 


country was afilięted by an inchanter, and re- 
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eourfe was had to ceremonies, the rites of 
which will be found either in our repofitories. 
er yours.” - | 

«« What perfuades me that there is nothing 
divine in what has happened, is that a divinity 
would not amufe himfelf with ftęaling a pipe, 
and' it is much more the aćtion of an impious 
magician to attack the divinities in the temple 
where they are worfhipped. 'Ihis is my opi- 
nion.” | a ę> 
«. "The high prieft was obliged to agree ta 
the reafons of the Vizier, and promifed ta 
perfuade the college of priefts inftantly to fet 
about making a- fearch in the archives. Both 
of them communicated their intention to the 
three other Viziers, and themrto the afiembly: ; 
after which the divan broke up. 

« Such, my dear fovereign, is.the plan of 
defence meditated by our enemies. Ida not 
think it dangerous, and it will be defeated be- 
fore they have collected the means of putting 
it in execution. Be not furprifed that I leave 
you in the evening ; I will.be fighting for you 
the whole night,” 

Maugraby ceafed.to fpeak. As foon as the 
four Viziers were in bed, he caufed them to be 
tranfported, by fpirits fubjećt to the power of 
Kis. little ring, to the higheft fummit of Mount 
Caucafus. "They were naked, placed oppofite 
to ane another, and. fixed to ftakes. "They had 
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no light, except a faint glimmering, which 
made them appear to one another of a livid 
colour ; and the pains to which they were fub- 
jected foon made them fo in reality. They were 
awaked by a violent -wind, charged with the 
bitter frofts of the north. *" An enchantment 
defended them from the ftroke of death, and 
at the fame time made them feel its agonies. 
Suddenly Maugraby appeared in the midft of 
them, in a dazzling form. ** Do you know 
me ? wretched criminals ! I am Bil-il-fanam, 
fon of your god Dagon. You wilhed to be 
King then ? faid he to the firft Vizier: your 
avaricious colleagues would have fhared with 
you the authority as well as the riches of your 
predeceflor. You have refufed the King whom 
we chofe; and I have broken my image and 
that of my father : we will withdraw from ae 
mong a people whom you have corrupted : fłay 
here, flagitious wretches, till your ambition 
and avarice are cooled.” He then difappear- 
ed, and left them a prey to fear and remorfe. 
The magician foon after carried away the high 
prieft and the chiefs of the colleges of priefts, 
and tranfported them to the burning fands of 
Lybia. | 
[hey were likewife naked, bound, and ex» 
pofed to the fcorching rays of. the fun, which 
would foon have killed them, if they had been 
fupported by the force of nature alone; but 
he preferved their life, that they might endure: 
greater: 
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greater torments, and appeared to them in like 
manner as he had appeared to the Viziers. 
« Wicked minifter of our altars, you offer fa- 
crifices to me and my father, only that vou 
may make yourfelves fat with the fiefh of the 
vićłims. You call yourfelves the organ of our 
will, and yet you dare to oppofe it : you fell 
the fufirage of an animał, whofe inftinćt you 
have corrupted. Hypocrites! Sluggards ! No- 
torious cheats ! I will rafe our tempies to the 
foundation, that ye may no longer find a re- 
treat in them : feek not henceforth to gain re 
fpećt in our name ; know that the man who is 
worthy of us is no where a ftranger.” 

The priefts fent forth dreadful howlings; but 
their tongue being drićd up, and cleaving to 
the roof of their mouth, they could not articu- 
late a fingle word. w. 

When Maugraby had chaftifed as he had a 
mind thofe whofe wills it was of importance 
to him to bring under fubjećtion, he con- 
cluded the horrible vifion (for with them the 
whole feemed a vifion) which he had pro- 
cured to them. 'Iheir bodies had not been 
out of their beds, and yet they bore the im- 
preflion of the fufferings which they had en- 
"dured. The fkin of the firft was cracked with 


the feverity of the cold, and that of the fecond 


appeared to have pafied over burning coals. 
After 
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After thefe fufferings, they were again plun= 
ged into deep fleep. Sufficient ftrength muft 
be reftored to them, that they -might go and 
communicate to one another the effećt which 
their frightful cataftrophe had produced upoń 
their minds. When they had confulted toge- 
ther, they were unanimoufly of opinion that 
the high prieft fhould addrefs the aflembly in 
thefe words : 

«« Potentates, Princes, Emirs, and lawyers 
who compofe this afiembly, we did wrong in 
rejećting the marked choice which our gods 
had made of a ftranger to reign over us. They 
have teftiied their anger againft us, by over= 
turning their own ftatues; they have threaten- 
ed us in particular, and have predićted dread- 


ful calamities to you and to us, if we delay one 


moment to fubmit to their will. "Tuoie won- 
ders which frightened you proceeded from 
them. Let us guard againft calling forth their 
terrible vengeance ; let us feek for the ftranger 
whom they have given us for a King, and the 
hufband they have deftined for the daughter of 
our ancient monarch.” 

At the very moment when the high prieft 
had done fpeaking, word was brought to the 
divan that the [er-il-bas had appeared over my 
father's houfe, and was wheeling round it. The 
people, who were afiembled, wondered at this 
prodigy, and were beginning to murmur, when 

they 
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they faw the whole divan coming in a body, 
bringiny the fceptre and the crown to the per- 
fon whom they defired for a King. I pafs 
over the account of this unexpećted corona- 
tion, and the ceremonies of my father's mar= 
riage, becaufe I am lefs acquainted with them 
than with fome other particulars which have 
been a hundred times related to mę. When 
they were finifhed, Maugraby difappeared; 
having previoufly put my father in mind of 
their mutual engagements. 

My mother became pregnant, and I know 
that my father wept over me at my birth, when 
he called to mind the fatal eoęegeincnt into 
which he had entered. 

- My father, though a barber's fon, was 
early prepared for his great fortune, and al- 
lowed not himfelf to be dazzled with its fplen- 
dour. He engaged in war, and conducted it 
with glory : his government was equitabłe ; in 
fhort, he was beloved'by his fubjećts. | 

When he faw himfelf well eftablifhed in 
their opinion, dreaded by his enemies, and re- 
fpected throughout his dominions, he deferred 
not the confolation of fending for my grandfae 
ther, and difpatched an ambafłador ińto Perfia 
to claim him from the fovereign. 


The embafły was well received ; my grand- 
father and grand-mother were not too old to 
be afraid of the long journey ; their friend the 

aftrologer 
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aftrologer affured them that they would be very 
fortunate, and engaged to accompany them 
himfelf. He was farther advanced in age than 
they were; but he had continued a widower, 
and had no family. They all therefore fet out 
for Nantaka. 

Nothing would now have been wanting to 
complete my father and mother's happinefs, if 
the engagement entered into with Maugraby, 
concerning me, had not difturbed their repofe. 
They had no other children, and they were 
powerful,and refpećted,and furrounded by every 
thing which was deareft to them upon earth. 

I was eight years old when my family were 
thus aflembled. So much was I beloved by my 
father and mother,.that they took pleafure in 
inftrućting me themfelves. I was along with 
them when the former gave the old aftrologer 
a particular account of what Maugraby had re- 
quired of him, as the condition of eftablifhing 
him on the throne. [his afilićting circum- 
ftance he had concealed from my grand-fa-. 
ther, that it might not trouble his repofe. 

«« [ perceive,” faid my father to his old 
friend, how rafh my. condućł has been : but 
the purfe which I received, and which during 
our journey appeared inexhauftible, I then 
perceived to be almoft empty, and I was at 
the foot of the wall which it was neceflary 


for me to leap over in order to be King. IfI 
5 wiihed 
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wifhed to enjoy the fortune to which I was 


called by the fates, it feemed to me impofhble 
to draw back. You yourfelf, my friend, would 
not have advifed me to do fo.” 

«« [t was then too late to afk my advice,” 
faid the aftrologer. ** You fhould have come 
to me when the fpirit, whom you faw when 
bathing, and who gave you the purfe, bid you 


undertake the journey. I would have taken . 


the purfe, examined it by my hour glafs, and 
difcovered from whom it came. My predic- 
tion concerning you was certain : evil fpirits 
have been informed of it, and it is probable 
that you have fallen into the fnares which they 
have fpread to lead you aftray. 

« But give me that purfe; I confider it 
as fufpicious, fince it was ałways full while you 
advanced to the wall, and would have been 
empty if you had determined to go back. I 
will examine it according to the rules of my 
fcience, and we will confult concerning the 
means of delivering your fon, if the extraor- 
dinary wickednefs, of which 1 have difcovered 
a little, has not already rendered them fruitlefs. 

« Q Schafkar ! Schafkar!” faid the good aftro- 
łoger, ** fhould you have fet out without bidding 
farewell to your parents, and to me, who loved 
you fo fincerely ? Should you have run like a 
madman in queft of athrone which was to coft 
you fo dear?” | 
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This difcourfe made my father burft into 
tears. I threw myfelf into his arms, to com- 
fort him by my carefles ; but they only tended 
to increafe his grief. My mother joined us, 
and mingled her tears with thofe of her huf- 
band. 

The aftrologer faid every thing he could to 
calm their minds, and, having received the 
purfe, went to his laboratory, to wait the fa- 
vourable hour for his labour. But, alas! he 
got no information but what was truly mourn- 
ful, and might well alarm my affećtionate pa- 


"rents. 


«« Maugraby,” (aid he to them, ** is the moft 
powerful and dangerous magician upon the 
earth. The child has been delivered to him 
in the name of Mahomet ; it is impoflible to 
prevent the effećt of the agreement; and the 
greateft danger is run by irritating the formi- 
dable perfon with whom it is made. You fee 
how he has treated your enemies. But you 
are not forbidden to circumcife your fon, which 
you have not yet done, and to recommend him 
with your whole heart, to the care of Maho- 
met, when his dangerous mafter comes to de- 
mand him. The great prophet will. not for- 
fake him : his own friends he will refcue from 
the bottom of the deep.” 

As my father reigned over idolaters, I was 
privately circumciied by my grandfather, and 
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my family were fomewhat more at eafe re- 
garding me. 

In the mean time, I advanced in years, fur- 
tounded by a family whofe whole attention 
was employed on my inftrućtion. As I en- 
deavoured to profit by-their care, I may venture 
to fay, that I gave them very good hopes of my 
« progrefs. But death deprived me of my in- 
ftrućtors, one after another ; at twelve years of 
age, I loft my grandfather and the aftrologer, 
and at thirteen, my grandmother. At length, 
at the age of fourteen, we faw Maugraby ar- 
rive. 

I could ńot conceal from the monfter the 
throbbing which I felt at my heart in his pre- 


fence. My father, who had been accuftomed' 


to reftrain his feelings, gave him as gracious 
a reception as pollible. Could it be believed, 
that the barbarous villain pretended to be de- 
ceived by this kindnefs, and that my father and 
I met with nothing but carefies from him ? 

He came on horfeback, leading another 
more beautiful fteed for me, carried me away, 
and ferved me as groom.  Ihefe attentions 
fomewhat encouraged my father and mother ; 
they embraced me, and we parted. My guide 
advanced before me, and we went from the 
city without exchanging a word. When we 
" were got to a folitary place, I perceived my 
horfe fuddenly difappear under me, and I fell 
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to the earth, upon my feet. Maugraby ftood 
before me, and ftared at me with thofe eyes 
which you know he has when he is enraged. - 

I was feized with terror, and cried out: he 
gave me a very terrible blow. 

«« What!” faid he, << doft thou cry? Art 
not thou circumcifed ? What haft thou to fear 
with me?” At the fame time he took me by 
the neck, and put me under his arm, like a bun- 
dle of cotton. I perceived myfelf carried away 
with an amazing rapidity, and at laft thrown at 
the foot of the mountain, into the fame water 
into which he had plunged you. | 

Under his arm I was as light as a feather z 
but, in my defcent, I was heavier than lead, 
and I felt my whole body much bruifed by the 
fall. 

He took me up half dead, ftretched me upe 
on the grafs, and having made his ufual fumi- 
gations, at laft brought me to this place. As 
it muft be difagreeable both to you and me, E£ 
will give a very fhort account of the pains the 
monfter ufed for eight days, to reftore me to 
life, of which his cruelty had almoft totally 
deprived me. 

He flept upon a mat by my fide, watched 
me, and fupplied all my wants. He could, 1 
know, have cured me in a moment of all the 
wounds which he had defignedly given me: 
but he let my fufferings continue, that he 
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might appear concerned to relieve. them, and 
that, being deceived by attentions in appear- 
ance fo affećtionate, I might believe whatever 
he was about to fay of his attachment to me. 

I have heard his tricks fo exaćtly defcribed, 
that I can add nothing to the pićture of them 
which has been already given. By means of 
them he brought me to fufpećt that he was not 
altogether wrong in the treatment which I re- 
ceived from him, and that I would have met 
with nothing but kindnefs from him, if my 
father, aflifted by a geomancer, had not per- 
formed fome works upon my body which were 
necefiary to be renewed. 

««'[he barber's fon whom I made King,” 
faid he, fpeaking of my father, ** has been 
very ungrateful, inhuman, and audacious 
to prefume to labour againft me his bene- 
faćtor. He wifhed to deprive me of a fon 
whom it coft me fo much labour to acquire: 
for you are indeed Yamalladdin the fon of the 
Princefs of Katay, but you are not the grand- 
„fon of a vile mechanic. You are my fon, 
thanks to the ftars! and thofe who wifhed to 
deprive you of your right to a ftation far fupe- 
rior to that of kings fhall anfwer to me for 
their conduct.” 

qhus did he endeavour to extinguifh the 
feelings of nature in my breaft, expećting that 
he would find opportunities of eradicating the 
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principles which had been implanted in me, 
"and of reducing me to complete fubjećtion 
to himfelf. 

When I had recovered, he led me into all 


the enchantments which he has made known. 
to you, and admitted me to the enjoyment of 
the pretended privileges of a chiłd of the fami- 


ly. When he thought I was grown perfectly 
familiar with him, he put into my hands thofe 
books, the ftudy of which he has recom= 
mended to you. I read them with eagernefs, 
and was the more anxious to underftand them, 
that they inftrućcted me in fecrets which I was 
greatly delighted toknow. But the thirteenth 
volume appearing to me perfećtly inexplicable, 
I ceafed to give application, and was chaftifed 
at my mafter's return, by a blow which ftruck 
me to the ground. <* Difobedient trifler P* 
faid he, ** you ought ftill to have remained the: 
grandfon of a barber.” "To fuch proofs were 
my patience and fubmifion expofed. I arofe 
in the greateft confufion, and defperately en- 
raged.  Maugraby refumed an air of indiffer- 


ence, led me back to his ftudy, and-delivered . 


to me the obfcure book of which I was to com-. 
prehend the meaning. <*I am not mafter,* 
faid Ke, <cof any thing, when the per- 
« fon whom I am. to form and educate is: 
wanting in Kis duty to himfelf and to me. I 


am, continued. he,. << under the. necefhty of 


Ł 3 being: 


Z 


222 | ARABIAN TALES. 


being a month abfent ; I allow you to ftudy 
this book alone, and your hopes or fears muft 
be in proportion to your application.” So 
faying, he left me. , 

« © monfter of brutality and injuftice!” ex- 
claimed I, when I thought myfelf alone, ** you. 
fhall not and me here when you return, or 
there is not a word of truth in-what I have 
learned from your books. As I have only to 
trace three charaćters, and pronounce three 
words which I have got by heart, to be tranf- 
ported wherever I wifh, I will leave this hor- 
rid place, and go back to my father's domi- 
nions.” 

Having formed this refolution, I went to 
the ftable, and chofe a horfe of the fineft ap- 
pearance. I traced a circle around him, and, 
having written within it the charaćters which 
_ were engraved on my memory, I mounted the 
horfe, and pronounced the words. I thought I 
was inftantly without the fatal enclofure, from 
which I wifhed to efcape, upon a road which 
I had nothing to do but to follow; and my 
horfe feemed to proceed with the utmoft ex- 
pedition. Night was faft approaching; I 
thought I perceived a houfe at a difłance, and 
I prefłed forward to it, that I might afk ad= 
miflion. When I came up to the objećt, I 
diścovered that it was an old houfe wholly m 
ruins ; but a little fountain ran clofe by, and 
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my horfe could feed fecurely, in an enclofure 
which was only partly demolifhed. 
I prepared to pafs the night in a fmall cor- 


ner, under fhelter of the wall, and there fell 


into a deep fleep. When I awaked what was 
my furprize to find that the fhelter I had cho- 
fen was a low vaulted dungeon, without a door, 
into which the light which fhewed the prodi- 
gious thicknefs of the walls, was admitted by a 
fmall window with atriple grate. I could dif- 
cover no objećt which I had perceived in the 
evening, except a large ftone overgrown with 
mofs, on which I had laid my head when I 
went to fleep, and my horfe whom I faw 
through the window feeding at his eafe in the 
enclofure where I had put him. 

At firft I fell aweeping, and foon ei | pave 
way to defpair, when I felt myfelf prefled by 
hunger and thirft. Rather than perifh in fuch 
diftrefs, I thought it better, whatever fhould 
happen, to go back and put myfelf in the 
power of the magician. [I traced a circle 
around me with my finger, formed the charac- 
ters within it, pronounced the words with which 
I was acquainted, and begged to be carried 
back to this place. 

Scarcely had I pronounced the words, when 
I found myfelf upon the fame horfe, and with- 
in the fame circle from which I had fet out. 
I was going to efface it with my feet when the 
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magician appeared : had the thunder burfE 
upon my head I would have been lefs aftonifh- 
ed and confounded. 

« Worthy grandfon of a wretched barber 
at Chiraz,” faid he to me ironically, * deftroy 
not your work ; it is folid, and has fhewn you 
a great extent of country, though you have 
not fiirred a foot from your circle. It would 
be doing you too great a favour to fend you to 
your grandfathers fhop. Revenge of another 
kind is due to me, and fome facrifice muft be 
made to him whom Ihave offended, by choof- 
ing fo vile a creature as you for his fervice. 

"The monfter then feized me-by the hair, 
which he twifted three or four times round his 
wrift, and carried me away, without leaving 
me the power of crying. The reft of my hiftory, 
prince, you are acquainted with. I cannot 
tell you how long I have been fubjected to the 
tyranny of the moft dreadful of all enchant- 
ments. | 

No fooner had Yamalladdin concluded his. 
hiftory, than the perfon who was by his fide 
thus began : 


Story of Baba-lidin, Prince of Cinigae. 


Tfee, princes, faid he, addrefling him» 
$elf te all who heard him, that our misfot= 
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tunes are very fimilar, and that our parents 
have been impofed upon by the fame devices. 

My name is Baha-lldin, and my father is 
„King of Cinigać, a country lying betwixt 
Egypt and Ethiopia. At the age of fixteen, 
my grandfather, who was then very old, mar- 
ried him to my uncle's daughter. 'Ihe lady 
was four years younger; he loved her to dif= 
traćtion, and had attained the fummit of hap- 
pinefs by enjoying fuch a wife. | 

Soon after the marriage, my mother be- 
came pregnant, but being very young at the 
time of her delivery, after fuftaining the pains 
of labour for ten days, fhe was reduced to the 
* laft extremity. 

The afiftance of the phyficians of the coun- 
try had been called in vain ; even an Arabian, 
who had met with uncommon fuccefs in the 
exercife of his profeflion, could be of no fer- 
vice. Science could do no more, but allowed 
nature to fink under the load. Perhaps the 
villany and wickednefs which came to her af- 
Gftance were concerned in the diftrefs which 
brought her into danger. 

From the firft moment that my mother's life 
was fuppofed to be in danger, a merchant who 
fold befoms made of heron's feathers, and who 
had been introduced into the palace, on ac- 
count of his beautiful goods, conftantly faid, 
while he converfed with my mother's women, 
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to whom his profefion gained him accefs; 
« there is only one man who can give the prin- 
cefsany afliftance ; he isan African phyfician, by 
whom I have feen wonders performed in cafes 
of difhcult deliveries. Hłe lived, at that time, 


at Maffer, where I knew him enjoy the great=_ 


eft reputation: he is poflefied of an elixir 
which is pretended to be irrefiftable in its ef- 
fećts; and it is fuppofed that it is by means 
of this fecret that he has enjoyed fo long life ; 
for he is at leaft an hundred and fifty years of 
age.” 

The difcourfe of the befom merchant, 
made, at firft, no great impreflion ; but re- 
turning to the palace, as if he had been led 
thither by concern and compaflion for the 
young princefs, he let fall thefe words: 
« Ah! if the African phyfician were 
not fo old! if he could but drag himfelf 
hither !” The danger was grown to the greateft 
height; the princefs's nurfe faw that fhe would 
infallibly lofe her, and ventured to mention 
the African phyfician to her father and mother. 
By them it was mentioned to the King, who 
was as fond of the princefs asit is natural for 
one to be of a niece who is become his daugh= 
ter. 

JIhe merchant was fent for, and afked where 
the African phyfician was. He pointed out his 
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dwelling ; **itis juft at hand,” faid he, « but 
he is no longer able to walk.” A Vizier was 
difpatched in queft of him; he was the very 
pićture of frailty ; he was fupported on men's 
ihoulders, and was brought on cufhions to 
the fick perfon's bed. Flaving felt her pulfe 
for fome time; < She is very young,” faid 
he; «butif fhe does not quickly get afift- 
ance, fhe will, in a moment, be as old as meę.* 


He then drew from his pocket a bottle, in. 
which there were about twelve drops of the 


boafted elixir. << I fled from Mafler,” faid he, 
with the voice of a dying man, < that I might 
not be deprived of thofe drops of elixir, which 
have been extracted from the fubftance of bal. 
fams procured from all the different quarters 
of the earth. I can no longer traverfe the 
world in order to recompofe it; and it is no- 
thing elfe which keeps me alive. I will fhare 
it, however, with the patient, and I can do 
no more. Look at my fłafk, it is made of one 
fingle precious ftone, and yet it has not half 
the value of a fingle drop of the liquor which 

it contains.” | 
While he was thus talking, he opened his 
flafk with a trembling hand „let a drop fall from it 
into a fpoon, and prefented it himfelf to the 
mouth of the princefs, who fwallowed the fmall 
doze. During the intervals, it was obferved that 
the patient vifibly recovered her ftrength ; and, 
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as a proof of it, fhe took the fpoon with great 
eagernefs. When the fixth drop was prefent- 
ed to her,. her pains ceafed, and fhe recovered 
the ufe of fpeech fo far as to be able to declare 
that fhe was greatly better. 

. "The father, mother, hufband, and in fhort 
the whole family were quite overjoyed.— 
c Have you then reftored her to us?” faid 
the King to the phyfician. < Yes, fhe will 
live,” faid the old African ; * I will anfwer for 
it.” <* But, with refpećt to the child?” re- 
plied the king. << I will not anfwer for its 
life,” faid the pretended chymift; < you 
cannot require me to facrifice the fix drops 
which I have remaining; would you have me 
give my Mfe for that of an infant, who has not 
feen the light, and whofe very fex is unknown. 

«« O good old man!” exclaimed my father, 
« fince it is in your power, reftore life to my 
child whatever it may be, even fhould I give 
it to you.” i 

«« Give it to me!” faid the African: « but, 
yes, that may do; it would fuit us both. You 
will have an heir every nine months ; but I 
fhall have none, if, in order to ierve you, I 
am forced to defcend into the tomb before fix 
months have elapfed. 

« Curfed is the man,” continued he, «* who 
leaves no heir! I have always thought of 
avoiding this curfe s and my fucceflion is not 
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<lefpicable as may be fuppofeć. If your child 
js a male, and you pledge yourfelf to give him 
to me, after this flafk is emptied of the fix 
drops it contains, I will leave it as a plaything 
to my little heir. It is the leaft valuable of all 
the treafures which my fcience has proc ured 
me; but I wall inform him where he will And 
others. Let us come to the point; fhall the 
new-born child be mine?” 

The princefs, on whom the elixir had pro- 
duced a wonderful effećt, was anxious for 
nothing but the revival of her child, which 
had not moved for feven days. ** Let us give . 
the old man an heir,” faid fhe to her hufband; 
«« my father will agree to it.” My grandfather 
and uncle thought they were perhaps only giv- 
ing a dead child to a dying man, and confented 
to the bargain. My mother fwallowed the fix 
remaining drops, and, in half an hour after, 
without convulfion or pain, I came into the 
world. Hhe old African took me in his arms, 
and, with a ribbon, tied to my neck the little 
flafk, the contents of which had faved my 
life. 

«« Come,” faid he to my father, « fhake 
hands with Maugraby, with whom you have 
made a very good bargain. unlefs I recover, 
you will probably never fee me again; but 
educate your fon well, as if you expećted me 
every day. -I tell you beforehand, that unlefs 
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«he is obedient, wife, and well-informed, he 
is not ft to be my her. I am refigned to 
every thing which can happen, even death 
itfelf ; but I am fure I have made a profitable 
exchange with my elixir.” „The odious de- 
ceiver then defired to be again placed on the 
back of the ftrong Ethiopian who had brought 
aim, and, as he returned, amufed himfelf 
with increafing his weight, that he might 
crufh the poor porter, who funk under the 
burden, and was obliged to let him fall at 
the door. 

From that time the African phyfician, and 
the merchant were no more feen at Cinigae.— 
I grew up very faft; at fix years of age I 
would have been taken for nine ; and at eleven, 
I could engage in the. moft violent. exercifes : 
my.memory and other faculties were cultivated 
with care. | 

My grandfather was now dead, and my father 
had. afcended the throne. 'lhe bargain with 
Maugraby was no longer remembered, except 
1ipon :fome extraordinary occafions. Every 
_ body, except my nurfe, had forgotten his name, 
when a learned Arabian, travelling towards 
the fources of the Nile, ftopped at my father's 
court. ' He related many extraordinary things 
"which he had accidentally feen in the different 
countries through which he had travelled, and 
| p of the ufeful difcoveries which he had 
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made, particularly in medicine. This con- 
verfation naturally brought to my father's re- 
membrance the African phyfician, and the 
elixir to which my mother and I had been in- 


debted for the prefervation of our lives. My: 


mother, who was prefent, remarked that the 
pofłeffor of this powerful eHxir had deprived 


himfelf of the fix dtops which remained to. 


him, in order to fave their fon's life, upon: 


the extraordinary condition of receiving the 


child, and making him his heir. 

« We agreed to it,” faid fhe, £ to fall in 
with his fancy, and likewife becaufe his fuc- 
ceflion appeared by no means defpicable, hav- 
ing left us a flafk, made of a fingle diamond, 
which indicated the poflefion of great trea- 


fures. las!” continued fhe, ** this inherit-. 


ance muft have been vacant the very nexe 


day, for when the poor man was here, he 


feemed to be breathing his laft, and as hę was 
carried back to his lodgings, he felt as heavy 
as a corpfe. He certainly died immediately 
for want of his elixir.” 

I came in as my mother had done-fpeaking. 
«« Baha-lldin,” faid fhe, to me, * go for the 
flafk which the old phyfician left you, and 
afk his name at your nurfe ; your father and I 
have forgot it.” *«« Madam,” faidl, as I brought 
the trinket to my mother, «« my nurfe fays 
that the old phyfician, to whom you and I 
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owe the prefervation of our lives, is caHed 
Maugraby.” 

While my father and mother were fpeaking, 
the learned Arabian, who had liftened with 


great attention, difcovered fome uneafinefs in 


his looks, but when he heard the fatal name 
pronounced, he could not help exclaiming, 
«« good God ! Maugraby?* "This exclamation 
greatly difconcerted my father and mother,who 
eagerly enquired what there was in the name 
of this unhappy. old man, which could infpire 
him with fuch terror. 

«« You will find,” faid he, «ć that the de- 
crepitude, by which he impofed upon you, 
was only a mafk aflumed to make you the 
vićtims of his abominable cunning. This vil- 
lain, who is an objećt of execration to heaven 


and earth, is not dead; and perhaps at the - 


very moment I am fpeaking, there are, on 
earth, ten fovereigns, whofe children are In 
his power. He undoubtedly carries them to 
the Dom-daniel at Tunis, of whieh he is one 
of the chief minifters, and inftrućts them in 
the fecrets of that pernicious art which he 
praćtifes. "Tigers, crocodiles, and venomous 
reptiles are not the moft hurtful produćtions 
ot Africa ; its magicians, of whom Dom-da- 
niel is the cradle, ftorehonfe, and retreat, are 
infinitely more dangerous. Oh! when fhail 
our great Prophet delivzr the earth from th; 
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den of monfters ? Come,” faid the Arabian to 
me, drawing me near to him, and putting his 
hand upon my head, ** I commit you to the 
protećtion of Mahomet.” 


My father. and mother oppofed not this mom=- 


tion of the. learned Arabian, but they did not. 
enter into his enthufiafm. When he departed, 


the fears which his difcourfe had”excited Yva= 


nifhed from their minds. In their opinion, 
if Maugraby. had. intended ever to claim me, 
he would have done fo long before.  Befides, 
they did: not confider magić in fo bad: a light 
as thie Arabian; and they thought him too 
much prejudiced againit Africa. It might be 
a prejudice tuwadow. on the principles of the 
religion which he profefled z and that of Ma- 


homet is ftill unknown at'Cinigae: . But I fwear- 


that it fhall not be fo,. if we have.the good iort- 


tune to efcape from our prefent danger. [- 


have been committed to the protećtion of Ma- 
homet, and with .my whole heart. do I: here . 
invoke it. . 


I quietly reached, in the bofom of paternał: 


affećtion, the age of fourteen years, at which: 
period I fee. our tyrant finds-us fit fór his pur=- 
pofes. One day, . while I was-:converfing wita : 
my father, Maugraby appeared without being 


announced; and bore in his -countenance che - 
fame wrinkles which had ferved as a maik on. * 
the former occafion. He crawled along, fit--- 
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| E 
ting fquat in a bowl made of rufhes, which,. 
by the help of two wooden pins which he held 
in his hands, was pufhed forward with amaz- 
ing rapidity. *<* Here [I am,” faid he; <* con- 


trary to all expećłation. F return, and am 


fill alive.” 

At the fight of this.odious objećt my takie 
and mother% firmnefs of mind inftantly va- 
nifhed, and was fucceeded: by that terror: 
which the Arabian wifhed to infjiwe. "they. 
wanted.to compromife the matter with. Mau- 
graby, and prewail upon him to ftay at the: 
palace. «* You fhall be taken.care of in your old: 
age,” faid they, <*arid you fhall enjoy the plea- 


fure of feeing your heir every day; but we:, 


cannot part with our child.” 

Lightning darted from the eyes of the ma- 
gician ; he difcharged the wooden pins at the 
heads of my father and mother; and I thought 
Ke had killed them.. In the mean. time IL felt. 
myfelf fink away to nothing ;. and in.a mo- 
ment I perceived myfelf flying through the 


room in the fhape of a butterfly. Maugraby,. 


who was transformed into: an. animał of the 
fime kind, but of a fmaller fize, was upon. 
my back. 


I flew out'at the window, and ecęddką as 


I rofe higher, I felt my body: extend, and at 
laft become an enormous cock, iR: by one 
half than a bird of the fame fpecies which was 
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ia my father's poultry yard, and with which 
I ufed to divert myfelf by getting upon its 
back. But I likewife had our mercilefs enemy. 
to fupport, and I foon perceived the mifery of 
my fituation. He beat me with his legs, 
pricked me with a long fharp needle, wkich 
drew blood from me at every ftroke, loaded: 
me with abufe and reproaches ; and when I 
began to fail through wearinefs and the vio- 
lant pains which I endured, his cruelties and 
the enchantment which dragged me on, ob- 
liged me to renew and: accelerate my flight. 
We arrived at the fame fountain in which you 
were wafhed ; and it was.ftained likewife with 
my blood. [ was fubjećted alfo to the artful 
compaflion and other villainous. tricks. of our. 
ravifher and feducer.. 

I wifhed to. make my efcape; as you have 
told us you alfo attempted, and the tranf- 
formation into:a bird appeared. to. me the moft 
favourable method. |. wifhed to be able 
to rife above the thick vapours. which cover. 
the hills with which we are encompafled, and 
to return fpeedily to my father's dominions; IL 
affumed the form of a Lois-il-Teraz.*, which 
* I knew came every year fa eafily from: 
- Arabia to Ethiopia, and in this (hape afcended- 
with remarkable facility. I was now high ir 


» The Łojs:ii"Teraz is a fpecies of wild goofe, 


„A 


236 - ARABIAN TALES, 


theair, the vapours above which I wifhed to: 
foar iń my flight were now under my. feet, 
and I was endeavouring to direćł my courfe 
eaftward, that I might proceed, on my jour= 
ney, when an eagle appeared i in purfuit of me. 
I wifhed to conceał myfelf in the clouds, but 
he foon rofe above me ; I defcended towards 
the earth that I might ereep into fome thicket, 
but my cruel enemy darted down upon me, and: 
I felt his tałons pierce almoft to my heart. 
The terrible bird of prey cartied me away to- 
the other victims of his rage, and made me a 
ćompanion in' misfortune to thófe whom the 
goodnefs of Heaven petmits to breathe a 
Little in this płace. 'Thusended Be hiftory of 
the Prince of Cinigae. 

« I hope,” faid the fourth perfon who had 
been delivered by the Syrian prince, «* that we 
fhal 411 bredthe out of tkis place; and obtan 
from Heaven the vengcance which is due. 
My grandfather by the mother's fide, wha 
rocked my cradle fór two years, taught me, 
though in: adycebty,. never to give way to as: 
pair. 

When the magician thirew me into his well; 
before entirely lofing my fenfes, though my 
head was where my feet fhould have been, the 
laft words I fpoke were a.defiance to the vil<. 
lain who was about to hurl me into the fink. 
 ssQut me, if you choofe, twenty feet under 
ground, . 
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ground, my heart aflures me that I will get 
out.” 'Ihe following i is my hiftory : 


Story of Badvildinn, Prince of Tartary. 


There lived in one of the fuburbs of Samar- 
kand, a wood-cutter called Shamakda, who, 
had to fupport a wife and three chiłdren. A 
little thatched houfe, three afles, a hatchet, 
and two of the moft robuft arms in all Tar- 
tary, conftituted the whole of his fortune. 
Every morning he awaked the cock with his 
fong, fet out with his afles to the foreft, and 
returned to fell his wood before others had 
half finifhed their work. He entered the city 
full of cheerfulnefs and gaiety ; every body 
knew him, and, as he was a comical wag, they. 
were eager to buy his wood that they might 
hear fome of his jokes. 

In great men, even when in company with 
their equals, fuch a turn of mind is a dee 
fećt: but in poor men, it is a beauty, and 
fhews that they are.above their condition, or 
at leaft that they find themfelves eafy in it. 

One day as Shamakda and his afies were on 
the road to the foreft, he obferved that the 
wood which was eafy to cut was at a great 
diftance from the city, and that there were 
near at hand, upon the road, fome trees of a 

monftrous 
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monftrous fize, but very difficult to break 
down. 5 
«« My fellow wood-cutters,” faid he, ** fpend 
their time and their legs to fpare their arms. 
I intend to apply my hatchet to one of thefe 
colofiufes ; when I have got it to the ground, 
I will find a complete foreft in the branches ; 
and were the trunk of iroń, I will have a part 
of it.” He immediately fet his animals a- 
grazing, tacked up his (leeves, and aimed fuch 
terrible blows at the root of the tree as carried 
off great chips, and made the whole foreft re- 
found. Suddenly the thick part of the ttee be- 
gan to fhake; and a rent was made in it; 
which immediately became a door twenty feet 
high. -A black giant in his-fhirt, flippers, and 
night cap, ftooped down as he came out of it, 
and roared aloud with a terrible and troubled 
voice : «« Who knocks ? What is wanted with 
me at this hour? Shall I never'be allowed to 
enjoy repofe? I'had juft laid my head upon 
my pillow ; it is only three hundred hours 
fince I went to bed.” So faying, he fell a 
rubbing his eyes to open them. 
Fhe wood-cutter, who was not to be dif- 
mayed, viewed the monfter that ftaod before 
him, and liftened with attention to what he 
faid. He fuppofed that he was one of thofe 
_beings, called genies, whofe fancies muft be 
wholly complied with, that we may not pro- 
voke 
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voke their anger. . The appearance of the 
giant would have terrified any other perfon : 
his body was as thick as one of the towers of 
Bagdad ; and his cap refembled the roof of the 
principal fteeple on Yahme-llafarhr, the grand 
mof(que at Maffler. | | 

„. ś« Who are you? What want you?” faid 
the giant to Shamakda, pretending not to per- 
ccive him; know you not that the three 
hundred and thitteenth hour of the day is an 
unfeafonable one for knocking thus at people's 
doors?” <Sir, faid the wood-cutter, «it is 
ffteen hundred and fixteen minutes more, as 
you may fee by the moon and ftars, and it is 


b) 


broad day.” << You kind of people,” replied 


„the genie, « are very impolite and inconfide- 


rate. When a fancy ftrikes you, you come 
and trouble the repofe of perfons of our rank; 
and our fleep muft 'be interrupted by your 
dreams. Come, let us fee, what muft you 


have ?” 


« Sir,” anfwered the wood-cutter, HI 
knew not that this was your dwelling, and I 
could not fuppofe that fo great a prince as 
you would want a porter: I came here to get 
wood to load my three afies.” What is the 
ufe of that wood ?”--«« [o bake bread for great 
people like you.*—* Can we want bread ! Ie 
not there bread already baked at the bakers 
fhops ?” « But for to-morrow, Sir. —* What 
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is to-morrow ? to-morrow is made for people 
like you; we know of nothing but the pre- 
fent.—-Thefe people are 'quite intolerable 
with their little wants; wood, wood, they 


muft have wood ; the forefts are fullof it; 


what do you intend to do with that wood ?” 


—ć Load my three afles with it, and: fell it 
for money, that I may be able to fupport my 
family.” —« Your family ! cannot your family 
fupport itfelf ? They have only to eat in order to 
be fupported. I fupport myfelf only by eating. 
But what kind of people are you? you have 
not the fmalleft induftry.*— You are very 
right, Sir, we are fimple foolifh people ; but 
if I do not carry back my three afles, loaded 
with wood, to the city, we will have no mo= 
ney; and my famiły and I cannot live without 
money. ”—* And why did not you fay fo, in- 
ftead of knocking like a deaf perfon? You 
muft have money fay you *—[o.get rid of your 
importunity, follow me, and I will give you 
wherewith to load your afles.” 

Ohamakda followed the giant into his tree, 
and found himfelf in a magnificent veftibule, 
of an oval form, and fupported by columns of 
jafper, between which were urns of gilt brafs 
and mngnificent ftatues. - As he was obliged 
to run, in order to keep up with the giant, he 
quickly paffed through the apartment, and crofi- 
-ed many others more nębly ornamented, untt! 

_ they 
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they came to a clofet. Here there were pyramids 
of purfes, of which thebafeswere fix feet fquare, 
and the height in proportion. <* Do you afk 
filver ?* faid the giant. <* That is gold,” faid 
the wood-cutter. <* Gold or filver,” replied 
the giant, © is it not the fame thing ? but the . 
vulgar have an aftonifhing ftupidity about 
them ; take of that what is neceflary, and 
make hafte, for I am juft falling afleep.” 
Shamakda, with great timidity, took up 
one piece. << Afs that you are, will you take 
up a load for three of your brothers, piece by 
piece ?” faid' the black man, ftamping with 
his feet, through impatience. * Can't you make 
hafte, you booby ?” "The wood-cutter took up 
five purfes, two of which he let-fall. <* Ahi 
what a misfortune ! here is an aukward fellow 
who will caufe me die two thoufand years too 
foon,” exclaimed the giant. He then ran to 
a magazine, brought a large cheft, and flled 
it with an air of impatience, which exprefled 
his difcontent. He carried off the chefłt with 
fo great fpeed that one muft have had 
wings to follow him, and threw it into the 
middle of the field. <« Hold,” faid he to the 
wood-cutter, ** I tell you once for all, take it 
up and begone; if youraflesand youare notable 
to carry away the whole, bury the remainderin 
the earth. I did not think it proper to lofe 
time in counting it; I fuppofe you have noth- 
VoL. IV. R . ing 
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ing more to do here : look welł at my door. 
If for thefe nine hundred years you are fo 
audacious as to coine and make the leaft noife 
in this quarter, and are fo unlucky as to 
awake me, I will grind you to powder. — 
«« You may depend upon it, Sir, I will obey 
your order: I wifh you good night.” <lIn 
good time,” anfwered the enormous black 
man, ftretchmg his arms, and yawning fo 
wide that he could have fwallowed the cheft 
which lay upon the ground. 

When fpirits makes gifts of fuch a nature 
as the wood-cutter received, every one prefent 
muit know, from experience, that they have 
fome wicked intention, againft which one 
would do well to be on their guard. You 
will fee how the fudden fortune of the wood- 
cutter Shamakda, led-him to the dangerous 
_honour of becoming my grandfather. 

[The vigorous, aćtive, and expeditious work- 


man foon untied the empty facks which he. 


had put on the backs of his afles to defend 
them from any injuries ariing from the wood 
filled them and bound them again very care- 
fully. "There ftill remained three loads to be 
carried away : thefe he buried in a hole which 
he bad 'lus. and having covered them with a 
heau ri ilo " '* out in very good humour 
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When he returned to his houfe, he intruft- 
ed to his wife, who was a woman of pru- 
dence, the fecret of his adventure ; and, em- 
bracińg the opportunity of their children being. 
afleep, to conceal their treafure, they both de= 
termined to return for the remainder, the fol-- 
lowing night, by the light of the moon. "The 
plan was fuecefsfully executed. "They were 
now rich; but they knew how to diflemble' 
their wealth; they brought it forth onły by de- 
grees, it appeared to be the fruit of their own. 
indufry, and, as they made a moderate ufe 
of it, they were envied by none. They fpared: 
nothing in the education of their four children), 
and placed three of them in bufinef5, in a very: 
refpećtable line. "The fourth was a daughter, 
whofe beauty was fo great that it was impof- 
fble for one to furvey her charms and ftill 
continue mafter of his own heart. But no: 
man ever approached her ; and when fhe went 
abroad, fhe was covered with a veil, and ac-. 
companied by an attendant. "The name of this 
ftriking beauty was Billah-Dadil. 

One day, when the beautiful Billah-Dadił 
was on the road to the bath, attended by her 
flaves, fhe was obliged, in order to avoid be- 
rng trampled on by the horfes and camels, 
which incumbered the ftreet, to take refuge. 
under a pilafter which fupported the centre of 
the door of a great inn. [he fair Sultan 
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Schazzarickdin, the King of Samarkand's fon, 
was going out to hunt, bur was ftopped, with 
all his retinue, by the camels of a whole ca- 
ravan. '[he movements which he made in 
checking the ardour of his horfe gave him an 
opportunity of difplaying his graceful addrefs 
before the daughter of Shamakda, on whom 
they made fo ftrong an impreflion that from 
that moment fhe was deprived of her liberty 
and repofe. I cannot think it was wholly the 
effećt of fympathy, and I am naturally led to 
fufpećt every thing to be deceitful and villain- 
Gus, in adventures where you will foon fee 
our abominable perfecutor enter difguifed 
upon the fcene. 

Billah-Dadil burned with a dame which fhe 
durft not reveal to her parents, fhe vifibly de- 
cayed and pined away, and the moft fkilful 
phyficians in Samarkand were called to her af- 
fiftance in vain. Her death (eemed inevitable, 
' and her father, mother, and brothers, were 
inconfolable. 

Dix months before, a woman,.who faid fhe 
was from Moufloul, and who fold perfumes, 
pomatums, paint, and other things belonging 
to a lady's toilet, had -been introduced into 
Shamakda's houfe. 

Her drugs were in great eftimation, and 
her perfon, which was agreeable to all the la- 


dies in the city, was rendered venerable by: - 


agc- 
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age. Her looks were affable and gracious ; 

fhe feafoned her difcourfe, which was very 

ebliging, in fuch a manner ąs to prevent all fuf- 

picion of fłattery ; fhe related tales or hiftories, 

according as the one or the other was liftened 

to with pleafure ; and, if fhe ever introduced a 
ftroke of fatire, it was fo concealed that fhe 

eould not be accufed of doing it intentionally. 

She was very complaifant to the flaves of her 

ewn fex, and fupplied them, for nothing, 

with what fhe fold at a high rate to their mif-- 
trefies : fhe liftened with an appearance of zeal. 
and concern to their little fecrets, and was of. 
fervice to them in their necefhties.. 

The trader of Moufloul was well known to: 
Billah-Dadil, and vifited her regularly every: 
day during her illnefs. While the phyficians. 
were holding their confultations, fhe retired 
into a corner of the room, and when they had. 
given their. opinion, fhe afhfted the flaves in: 
raifing their miftrefs, and faid to them, **thefe: 
people know nothing about the matter, they: 
cannot fave the life of your charming miftrefs ; 
when I find that they have given her over,, 
I will then be induced to try a fecret of which: 
I am poflefled. I have not difcovered the me-- 
thod of preparing fo ufeful and perfećt poma- 
tums and ointments without dipping a little 
into medicine ; and, with regard to certain dif- 
eafes of women, I have acquired more know-- 
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ledge than all thefe learned men taken toe 
gether.” 

In the mean time, the fituation-of Billah= 
Dadil became every day more critical; and: 
her diftrefs was aggravated by a piece of qews, 
which was inadvertently publifhed in her 
chamber. [It concerned an ambafłador from: 
€hina, who came to conclude a treaty be- 


tween the two nations, and to offer the 


princefs, his maiter's daughter, in marriage ta 
Schazzarickdin.  Fhis mformation quite over» 
powered the fick perfon, and fhe fell into a 
fwgon, which feemed to be the termination o£ 
her days. The whole family were alarmed ; and, 


after fhe was reftored to life, the female mer- ' 


chant of Moufloul continued to watch her; 


together with the two Haves in waiting, fitting. 


upon a carpet with her legs acrofs. 

« Well!” faid fhe to the women, « E 
will not ałlow thefe phyficians with their drugs. 
and ignorance to-kill: the moft beautiful crea 
ture in Samarkand, or even. in Tartary: 
Whenever fhe requires afhftance, let me ap= 
proach her bed and ferve her. If I leave-her 


without procuring her relief this box here. 


- fhall be yours; and you-know that I bring 


Bone but the moft precious efiences to this. 


place.” 


"The 
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" "The flaves agreed to her requeft, and up- 
on the firft fignal (he went up to the patient's 
Bedi — 

« Do you know me, fair lady ?” faid fhe. 
«« Your mother does not bear you a greater 
affećtion than I do; let me feel your fkin. 
Alas! how hot itis! you are confumed by a 
flame which you conceał. Your pulfe is con- 
traćted, and indicates the violence you do to 
yourfelf in not revealing your grief. In your 
very eyes, which are fo beautiful, and fo full 
of that candour with which your heart over 
flows, there - is a vifible cońfufion, which 
forms a ftriking contraft to that livelinefs 
which is commonly exprefled in your looks. 

«« Will you deny me your confidence ; me 
to whom you are dearer than even my owń 
daughter, and who have been this morning 
offering in your behalf a dove as:innocent as 
yourfelf, av the foot of the image of the great 
Aftaroth ? Alas!- in intrufting your fecrets to 
me you will inform me of nothing which I 
do not already know, and for which I am not 
both able and willing to afford an efficacious 
remedy—you are in love, you blufh! I 
fee I have gueffed the truth ; but blufhing is 
not fuflicient to enable me to apply the power- 
ful remedy I have thought of; I muft know 
with whom you are in love :* « [ dare not 








conśefs that. — It will be feen that you are: 
in: 
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in love with fome fine prince, and theugh you 
fhould be proud of having placed your affec- 
tions fo high, you are thinking of being afha- 
med of it. —€« Bat, fince you have fo well 
guefled my complaint, tell me how I coułd 
poffibly be feen, and be belowed by him, if 
he'marries ?” 

« 'Thefe are three things which will depend 
upon me,” faid the trader : << I will-take care 
that you fhall be feen by the perfon whom you: 
love ; I defy him to behold'you without lov= 
ing you ; and, witli refpećt to the Chinefe wha: 
have come to propofe a wife to him, I will. 
regale them with a perfume which will fend: 
them back to the place whence they came. 

«« Lay afide, fair lady, the drugs of your: 
phyficians, and let Hope take pofiefion of. 
your heart, Here is the balfam fo neceffary: 
to cure your con»plaint. Let the tranquillity 
„of your mind revive in your check the lilły 
and the rofe, and if, by: following my advice, 
you are not in three months the happieft of: 
mortals; may all the perfumes in my fhop in- 
ftantly vanifh into fmoke, and may I never 
more behold Mouffoul, my dear native coun- 
try. | | 

« [fee you are already revived; your ap- 
petite will mmediately return, and ycu will: 
take fame food. Without precaution and: 
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care, it might do you harm; but [I will give 
you three drops of my elixir, f(ome of which I 
will take before you, and it will ftrengthen 
your ftomach in fuch a manner that nourilh- 
ment taken in great abundance will be at- 
tended with no inconvenience. You may be 
aflured that I give no medicine with which I 
am not perfećtly acquainted, fince'I prepare 
them myfelf.” 

The beautiful fick lady yielded entirely to 
the woman's direćtion, and the elixir operat- 
ed as powerfully as her counfels. Nothing 
was ever fo fudden as her recovery, for in 
three days after this converfation fhe had not 
only regained the frefhnefs of her complexion 
but fhe was even told that her beauty was im- 
proved. 'Ihe phyficians were greatly aftonifh=_ 
ed at the cure, and the credit which the.trader 
of Mouffoul had acquired wholly banifhed them 
from the houfe. 

In the mean time, the report of the fubjećt 
of the Chinefe embaffy was daily repeated in 
the family, and, as is very common, even be- 
fore the ambaflador had begun his negociation, 
the idle people of Samarkand had fettled every 
article of the treaty. 'Ihe trader appeared ; 
«« what?” faid fhe to Billah-Dadil, << you are 
uneafy, my fair lady ! Do you doubt my zeał, 
attachment, or induftry ? and while the am- 
baflador is ftill unpacking his ftuffs, and open- 
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ing his ftores, is it pofibłe any one can have 
convinced you that he has already gained over 
the heart of your prince in favour of the 
Chinefe princefs ? A very pretty objećt truly, 
this princefs, with her gewgaws hanging at her 
nofe, her lips, and her ears! She has the 
appearance of a jeweller's (hop! And fuch is 
the rival who would deprive you of your 
charming prince! It is more than eight years 
finceghe amufed himfelf with puppets. Say 
not one word; be quiet, and, to free you 
from all your alarms, I will perhaps bring 
your lover himfelf to-morrow. 

At this affurance Billah-Dadil held down 
her head, and blufhed z; <« but my mother? 
and my flaves ?* faid fhe. <« Allthefe people,” 
anfwered the trader, ** are lulled alleep 
before hand. Would I think you expofe 
to any danger, you whom I love better 
than myfelf ? Once more, my fair lady, when 
I come this evening, receive me, in what» 
ever manner I come, and expećt a very agree- 
able vifit. Confider that you are ferved by one 
who never failed in her attempts. 

Here Badvildinn interrupted the courfe of 

_his narration: < Princes,” faid he to thofe 
who heard him, ** you already guefs z and for 
my part, after hearing your hiftonies, I clear- 
ly perceive who the perfon was who introduc- 
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ed himfelf into Shamakdas houfe. It was 
the fame perfon, undoubtedly, who, tranf- 
formed into a giant, had opened his treafures 
to him with fo much extravagance and pro- 
fufion ; it was he in fhort who can aflume any 
„form that fuits his villainy ; in one word, we 
behold in this woman the deteftable Mau- 
graby. | | 
While he aćted this part at Shamakda”s ' 
houfe, he was not idle at the palace. Under 
his diguife of a female trader he had gained 
the confidence of all the women and eunuchs ; 
he was the intimate friend of the prince's 
nurfe and governefs, and had defcribed the 
princefs of China to them in fo ridiculous 
colours that they conceived the greateft aver- 
fion to the propofed marriage. << Be aflured 
of it,” faid this dangerous creature, <*I know 
her, for I have fold her pomatums, to remove 
in part that rednefs which is on the point of 
her nofe. I am going to give you a reprefen- 
tation of her; but I muft frft make ufe of 
one of my drugs to fwell my eye-lids fo that 
they may adhere to one another, and thę 
effort to admit the light into my eyes may 
make the extremity of the opening which I 
fhall have left for its paflage entirely with- 
draw. Whenfhe was thus prepared, (he put her 
hands into her fleeves, ftretched out her neck, 

hung 
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hung down her head, and began to walk from 
one end of the apartment to the other, upon 
her ankle bones. "The women who faw her 
fell into immoderate fits of laughter. The 
prince arrived in the mean time, and afked the 
fubjećt of their mirth. <« Come and behold 
your intended fpoufe, the princefs of China,” 
faid they.—Schazzarickdin was fo diverted with 
the thing that he could not refrain from 
laughing. The fuppofed trader of Moufloul, 
with whom he was already acquainted, enter- 
ed into difcourfe with him. <« What farce 
were you aćting ?” faid he, taking her afide, 
« [s it pofible that you know the princefs of 
China ?” 

« Yes, I know her,” faid the falfe crea- 
ture ; ** believe me, prince, fhe is not made 
for you. You are ftraight as the reeds of the 
Nile, and fitted to charm every eye. Your's 
are the frefhnefs of the rofe, and the fplendour 
'of the butterfly. Happy would you be to 
have children like yourfelf; but this ambaffa- 
dor comes to propofe to you to mix your blood 
with that of a race of half apes. And how is 
it neceflary to your happinefs that you fhould 
marry a King's daughter * When the curtains 
are drawn, does one feek to roll on fceptres and 
crowns? And think you that a wife is the 
more .obedient to her hyfband that fhe. is the 
daughter ot a monarch ? Believe me, make 
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happy the moft beautiful girl in your domi- 
nions, who will derive all her glory from the 
honour of being yours. lIknow one whom 
the rays of the fun have never yet behełd, and 
whom they will be proud to illuminate, when 
fhe is placed by your fide. In gentlenefs fhe 
is not inferior to the dove, the quicke. 
nefs of her underftanding is equal to the fre 
which fparkles in her eyes, and fhe pofłefies a 
vigorous and feeling foul. In fhort, prince, £ 
know you both, and the more I confider you, 
the more do I perceive that the fates have load- 
ed you both with. their favours to bring about 
your union. I have feen;the world, and you. 
may depend upon my word. I know none 
but the charming Billah-Dadil, the daughter 
of one of the moft worthy individuals in 5a- 
markand, who is worthy to attraćt the wilhes 
of the great prince Schazzarickdin.” 

"The encomium of this pretended trader was 
not extravagant : there was, moreover, fome- 
thing ftrongly perfuafive, and feducing in the 
found of her voice, in her figure, and in her gef- 
ture. [he prince of Tartary felt an emotion not 


of common curiofity, buta ftrong defireof feeing 


the extraordinary beauty which had been de- 
<ribed to him. | | 
He afked the woman of Mouffoul if fhe 
<ould procure him that favour: fhe prerended 
to find a great many difficulties, but propofed 
VoL. LV. W „Ad te 


254 ARABIAN TALES. 


to attempt and hazard every thing in order to 
overcome them, and promifed immediately to 
give an account of the exertions which fhe 
fhould make to attain fuccefs. When this con- 
verfation was ended, fhe caine to revive the 
hopes of her beautiful patient ; and as foon as 
fhe had prevailed upon her to receive the 
prince, when fhe fhould bring him to her, fhe 
went to fix upon the difguife which the young 
enamoured prince was to affume. 

Next day fhe appeared at the palace, and, 
after having prated for fome time with the 
nurfe ańd governefs, as ufual, fhe found ań 
opportunity of accófting the prince, who was 
in fearch of her. 

« Your bufinefs is done,” faid fhe; «it 
only coft me the telling of a faliehood. In no 
houfe cf Samarkand am I treated with fo much 
kindnefs as in that to which I will this even- 
ing condućt you. I informed them that I ex- 
pected my daughter, who ftays with one of 
my fifters at the diftance of two days journey, 
and they are very impatient to fee her. "The 
bzauty of whom I boafted to you is lately re- 
covered from ficknefs, and her friends are 
wcry well pleafed that my child fhoułd come 
and fpend a great part of the evening in their 
houfe, with their beloved daughter. I have 
brought the difguife of a woman for you in 
ny bafket. It will fit you to admiration ; and 

you 
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you muft prepare yourfelf that we may leave 
this place by a private door, as foon as it is 


night. We wiłl betake ourfelves to the houfe, 


and if it is poffible I fhould have been miftaken 
in the defcription which I have given of one 


whom I love ag dearly as my own life, you. 


will continue to condućt yourfelf fo as to pafs 
for my daughter, and leave the houfe without 
making yourfelf known.” 

'Fhe meafures were adopted; and the salon: 
wiew took płace : Schazzarickdin was enflamed 
with as violent a paflion as he had infpired 
into the heart of Billah-Dadil. His difguife 
foon became very irkfome to him; and the 
confident, who was very expert in aflifting 
him to difcover himfelf, brought the twa 
young lovers to fwear eternal affećtion, at- 
tachment, and fidelity to one another. [he 
prince learned, that love for him had brought 
the young lady to the point of death, and this 
became the fubjećt of a thoufand empaffioned 
fpeeches. In fhort, they would: not have fe- 


parated if the trader, who was well fkilled in. 


intrigue, had not put them in mind of the dc- 
hcate attentions which were due to one an- 
other. 


The prince of Tartary was tenderly beloved' 


by his father, and hefitated not to tell him the 
fentiments of his heart, that he might be able 


to meet the propofals of the Chinefę ambaffa- 
Y 2 dor.. 
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dor. <<Sire,” faid he, © the envoy from the 
_ Kingof China has onły had two audiences, 
and haś not yet told you the whole objećt of 
his coming hither; but it has been fpoken of 
by his attendants who poflefs not equal prue 
dence. „He makes you propofałs which will 
be attended with many difłiculties ; for, in or= 
der to procure more advantapeous terms, he 
intends to oifer, in marriage to me, the daugh- 
ter of the king his mafter. 'Ihefe pufllani- 
mous people have falfe ideas of greatnefs, and 
fuppofe that man muft feek for honour in the 
alliance which he forms with a wife, as if our 
Jartars would one day treat me with refpećt 
becaufe I was the fon-in-law of a King. Let 
us live in peace, Sire, with this avaricious, 
 trifling, and enervated people ; but let us not 
ftain the nobility of our blood by the bafenefs 
of theirs, from which unnatural mixturę 
nothing could -proceed but a degenerate of- 
fpring. It belongs to me to procure the re- 
fpećt of my people for the wife whom I fhall 
choofe.” 

Thefe arguments of the prince feemed to 
pleafe the King: <« My dear Schazzarickdin;,” 
faid ke, << you have the true fentiments of: a 
"Tartar, and I will not confine you in your 
choice by any political motive whatever. But 
it is now time to think of fetting you HI mar 
riage, add I would bę anxious to know what 

- wife 
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wife beauty throughout my extenfive domi- 
nions could make you happy.” 

« Ican let you fee her,” faid the prince, 
66 and I have no doubt but you will approve: 
amy choice.” 'LIhe King exprefied his- impa- 
tience. Schazzarickdin procured for.him a fight 
of Billał-Dadih, and the monarch, delighted 
with the charms and converfation of )hamakda's 
daughter, announced to the whole court that 
his fon's marriage with. her was PAROWY 
to take place. 

The Chinefe ambaffidor now: faw ka his. 
negociation was at an end, for they had anti-. 
cipated the offer which he intended'to make in 
order to obtain advantageous terms, that they 
might not be under the necęflity of dilopliging, 
him by a refufal. 

I have now related to you the Śónieńóce 
ces which preceded my. father and mother”. 
marriage : for I am the fon of Schazzarickdin. 
and Biilah-Dadil. It would be needlefs here 
to give a detail of the ceremonies of the nup- 
tials ; I fhall, therefore, confine myfelf to thofe: 
events which followed it. Although fome- 
thing fupernaturał. may readily be fufpećted in 
the pafion which my parents: had conceived 
for one another, fince Maugraby himfelf con- 
trived and conducted the intrigue, yet without 
doubt fympathy came in for a very. great fhare. 
af it, 

i x 2 Sceing: 
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Seeing themfelves united, they thought they 


were the' happieft of mortals; but without 
fufpeCting it, they were the fport of our ene- 


my, who for a long time had been preparing to 
himfelf a vićłim who has been fubjećt to his 
power from the firft moment of his €xiftence. 
His fatal influence deprived me, from the be- 
_ginning, of the fweet carefies which I would 
have enjoyed in the bofom of my. parents. 

Alas ! if you do not already hate fufhicient- 
ly this abominable monfter, the forrow and 


diftrefs wlitch his infamous arts have diffufed: 


over the beft years of my life, wiłl furnifh you 
with new: motives of averfion. 

"To make you underftand my hiftory, I muftk 
go over a pićture at which my heart ftill ren 
volts, and, contrary to my inclination, violate 


the refpećtable fecrets of my parent's huptial 


bed, In vain did my father poffefs the bloom 


ef youth with alk its bleffmgs; im vain did love 


light up a flame in.his.heart. A: charm fupe- 


rior to. the ftrength of youth and the power: 
of pafion, cooled his fire, and lulled him afleep, 


" as foon as he afcended the nuptial bed. 

It may well be fuppofed: that the treacher=. 
ous woman-of Moufłoul came, in the morning, 
to obferye the fuccefs of. hertriumph over lovs 
and nature. She faw it in the:looks of the 
„ two lovers: but fhe-muft not eagerly, feek to 

„be intrufted with their confdence. It will be 
RE 44 6 fę delayed: 
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deferred for fome days, and defpair muft at 
łength make them-difeover to her the fecret. 
It was not long before my father was reduced 
to this fituation. 
« O Aftaroth!” exclaimed the treachera 
- 0us confident, raifing her folded hands, <« this 
is the work of thefe curfed Chinefe ! Lrecoga 
nize them by tlte recollećtion of a fimilar act ; 
but indeed they never perform any of a differ= 
ent kind with their great dragon. 

«c It is with great juftice this race are curfed,. 
as behold how they. are maimed and deformed ! 
"They are to other men what a mufhroom is to 
2 melon. They: fet out accordingly as.foon -a8 
they had ftruck their blow, but Aftaroth is not 
a god, or the ball which they. have played fhalH. 
recoil.upon their own heads.. I,could eafily 
give you a ling by which you might reach them; 

but you alone could: not take wengeance on 
an ambaflador efcorted. by four thoufand men. 
Let us lay afide, for a time, therefore, the 
thoughts of revenge ;. and let. us attend to the: 
moft prefling danger. When your fpoufe was 
about to die of love for you, I prefented fome. 
offerings to: Aftaroth, and. her health was re- 
fioreds I intend to.go this very night to flcep. 
in his temple : his priefts know me, and do 
not fufpeGt the devotion which leads me every 


/ałay to his fhrine. I will carry with me the 


beft perfumes in my pofiefion, and having 
| burnedi 
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burned them, I will lean my head upon 2 pil- 

łow filled with grains of white poppies. Be 
perfećtly at your eafe, and depend upon the: 
credit, the knowledge, and the refources of | 
female trader of Mouffoul.” 

My father went to inform his fpoufz, and 
both of them, equally deceived, waited with im- 
patience for the woman's return. She arrived 
next morning, ańd appeared with an air of 
triumph ; <«« Rejoice,”* faid fhe; I did not | 
fpare my perfumes, but they have been of great 
fervice to me; I never had a more pleafant 
dream in my life ; the great dragon will be: 
feverely punifhed. You muft tell nothing 
of all this, except to the King your fa>. 
ther: there are fome things which muft be 
concealed from the vulgar.. It was not Aftare 
oth-himfelf, but the great Maugraby, his lieu= 
tenant upon earth, who appeared to me.. Ah b 
what a noble and wvenerable being! You. 
fhall fee him fome day ; there is nothing upon 
ęarth fo fitted to command refpećt. He was 
elothed completely in vellum, remarkably white 
and fine: at the noife accafioned by the ruft- 
ling of the folds of his garment I turned my 
head towards the place where he was He 
told: me his name, and faid, <* Aftaroth accepts 
thy incenfe, and the prince of Tartary fhall be 
delivered from the fatal confequence of the- 


attack of the great dragon. He fhall be aven-. 
PP. ged_ 
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ged on his enemies ; he fhall enjoy a numerous 
offspring, and arrive at a good old age : but 
fomething more than perfumes is required by 
the Deity whom you inyoke. He wifhes a heart 
wholły devoted to himfelf, and requires a poe 
fitive pledge of it. "The prince and princefs of 
"Tartary mufł dedicate to him the firft male 
offspring which fhall be the fruit of their em- 
braces, and you will bring back, a promife to 
this effeGt, fealed by their oath.” At the fame 
time he cut off a piece from his rob upon his 
bofom; he delivered it to me, and I have 
brought itto you. Let us go ińto your wife's 


-_ apartment, and make her fenfible of the honour 


done you by Aftaroth, and of the advantage 
which your child will derive from being the 
adopted fon of fo powerful a divinity. 

My father, who was fubjećted to fo difa- 
greeable an enchantment, was excufable in 
wifhing to be freed from the charm. My mo- 
ther was no lefs impatient to fee him delivered 
from the effećts of that mortifying forcery. 


Befides, both of them were tinćtured, as I alfo | 


have been-from my infancy, with the fuperfti- 

tions of the religion of Aftaroth. 
heir confident dićtated the writing, took a 
drop of blood from the arm of each of them, 
mingled with it her own, and made them fign 
the formal engagement by which I was deli- 
veręd to the greateft enemy we can have: for 
ycu 
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you muft now underftand the naturę of that 
pretended god Aftaroth, whofe avowed lieuten= 
ant is the hatefuł Maugraby. | 
Nine months after this fatal contract; I came 
into the world, and my parents, well knowing 
that I did not belong to them, fent to prefent 
„me to their divinity. 'Fhe high prieft received 
me with pomp, and covered me in form with 
fwaddling clothes of linen bordered with pur- 


ple, to denote that I was both a prieft and the 


child of a King. A nurfe brought me up in 
the temple, and I was from time to time car- 
ried to the palace. I there met with carefies ; 
but the prieft who attended me would not al- 
low me to indulge them. 

As foon as I was able to ftand at the altar, I 
was obliged to aflift at all the facrifices; and 
from that time I felt an invincible repugnance 
to the duties which they wifhed: to impofe 
upon me. 

In the mean time, the marriage of my fa+ 
ther and mother feemed to have procured them 
-, the enjoyment of the greateft happinefs: their 
family became very numerous, and I have left 
behind me three younger brothers in good 
health ; fo that, though my dedication to this 
monfter makes me be confidered 28 removed 
from the throne, my father can be under no 

apprehenfion of wanting a fucceffor. 


With 
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With refpećt to myfelf, the bufinefs to 


which I was compelled became very burden- 
fome ; I gave application to nothing belonging 
to my profeflion, and if I appeared to be in- 
formed in thofe things which were taught me, 
I was indebted for it to nature, which had en- 
dowed me with great quicknefs of comprehen- 
fion. Befides, whenever I could efcape from 
the hands of my overfeer, I mounted the firft 
horfe I found, or run with a bow in my hand 
into the country. 

In thefe different employments, to which I 
ftole away, or in which I thoughtlefsly indul- 
ged, did I pafs'my time, till I attained my fif- 
teenth year. | 

One day, vzhen, drefled in a linen robe, and 
crowned with rofes, I prefented the incenfe to 
the high prieft, as he was employed in the fa-. 
crihce. I was informed that my father and mo- 
ther wanted me at the palace. [ haftily threw 
down the cenfer, and in the drefs I had on, 
flew to the place where I had been told I was 


expected. 


I found in my mother's apartment the old 
man with a white beard, drefled in the-vellum 
robe which I had fo often heard defcribed, 
when the reafons were talked of for removmg_ 
me from the palace. It 4s impoffible to form the 
idea a of figure more noble and ftately, or better 
fittedtocommand refpećł thanthat which Maug- 

raby 
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raby had then aflumed. My father wasrvery 
grave ; and I perceived a few tears drop from 
my mother's eyes. *« My fon,” faid Schazzarick- 
din, <* the lieutenant of the divinity to whom 
you are confecrated has come to condućt you 
to the place where you are to be initiated.” 
« Sir,” faid Maugraby to my father, ** you have 
kept your word with me, and I reftore you your 
writing: if there is any thing with which I 
have reafon to be diflatisfied I cannot blame 
you.” 

« Young man,” faid he, turning about to 
me, ** you are now going to be more feriouf- 
ly employed than you have hitherto been.” He 
„ then took me by the hand, which he ftill held 
while my father and mother locked me in their 
embraces, and immediately fet out, carrying 
me along with him. Before the palace we 
- found a camel, which was intended to aflift us 
in our journey ; I was placed upon it in the 
moft convenient fituation ; and atall black flave 
went before us, | bokdińę the camel by the 
halter. 

When we were without the city, ina retired 
place, my mafter faid to the flave, << Stop Ilage- 
Cadahć ; we are going to change Sj płan of 
travelling ; this is too flow for us.” Saying 
this, he fprung from the camel, and the flave 
ftretched out his arms to afhft me in alighting. 
Before the negro had fet me on the ground, 

« while 
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« whiłe youhold him,” faid his miafter, * equip 
him properly for the journey.” 'Ihe negro 
then lightly run over my body, and ftopped at 
my forehead, which he preffed very roughly. 
Soon after he produced in me a'very extraor- 
dinary revolution, impofible to be defcribed, 
beginning with a terrible giddinefs, which made 
me lofe my balance, and fall upon my fide. 
But what was my furprize, when I thought I 
obferved that inftead of being a man, I was 
only a bit of wood cut into a conical fhape, 

_ potnted in the end, and fitted with a golden 
nail in the point. I fay that I thought I ob- 
ferved, for in reality, after reading fo many 
books, I have learned the meaning of three 
fourths of thofe iłlufions which are prodaced 
by magic, and am now convinced that I did 
not fee what I really was, nor was I whatł 
faw. I had an uncommonly lively dream ; but 
as you fhall fee, there was fomething real in 
it, and the organs of fenfation were not en- 
tirely afleep. 

«« Come, Ilage-Cadahć,” faid my mafter, 
ftripped of his beard and robe, and having af- 
fumed a hideous form, * take a lafh and give me 
another, that we may amufe ourfelves'on the 
way, with awakening this fleeping top.” I 
ftraightway felt a fhower of blows defcend 
upon me, by which I could fuficiently per- 
<celve that I was not merely a piece of wood. 
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ł received fome blows with leather tliongs, 
which lified me up, and carried me forward an 
hundred paces, but in an inftant my enemies 
were up with me.  Raillery was added to 
cruelty: «© Ah! whata fine błow I have juft 
now given, llage-Cadahć ? Truły gur top is 
excellent: I have been well aflured that there 
were many tops in our college of priefts, byt 
this one exceeds every idea which can be form- 
€d of perfećtion.” A 
ł could hear no more: I fainted away, and 
did not recover before I was plunged in the 
ftream where my wounds were wafhed ; for 
every ftroke which was applied to the top drew 
from me a drop of błood. 'Ihis barbarity, how= 
ever, was nothing compared with that of which 
I am going to tell you, and under which I have 
unfortunately groaned for the fpace of a year. 
I retained fufhciently the ufe of my faculties 
to hear what they faid, but I was too weak to 
give any external proof of it.  Ilage-Cadahe;” 
faid the crafty mafter, <£ in chaftiling this young 
minifter of Aftaroth's temple who was devo1d 
of application, of zeal, of devotion, and even of 
inclination,-we have followed orders which we 
could not refift. ButlI, the unfortunate father, 
will pay dear for my obedience, for I will lofe 
my dear child, and my only fon. You know 
he is my fon, Ilage-Cadahe,” faid he, after a 
deep figh, ** for ycu carried Schazzarickdin out 
| of 
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of Billah-Dadils bed, to fubftitute me-in his 
place, fince the enchantment of the dragon 
could be broken in no other way. During the 
long time I have born this young man in my 
heart T eagerly wifhed to find myfelf free, to 
beftow the moft affećtionate care on his edu< 
cation, which has been much neglećted. Whi- 
-ther I go. tothing impure can enter; but the 
- ordets of:the gods are pofitive, and, by;execu- 
ting'them,.I have perhaps condemned myfelf to 
/. forrow. and tears during the remainder of my. 
" Jife.” So faying the villain fhed tears, which 
woułd have melted a rock. 

I was ftretched on the earth upon a heap of 
mofs, and both of them put their hands upon 
my lips: «© he ftull breathes,” faid they. Upon 
examining my pulfe, they found it very weak. 
<< What if you would rifk a drop of your elixir 
of life V* faid the negro. «* It is very ftrong;” 
faid my pretended father; ** I have fome of it 
fufhiciently mild at home ; but it does not mat- 
ter, a drop is of no great confequence, let us 
try.” My head was raifed up ; the villains well 
knew the power which they employed; the 
elixir, together with my ftrength, reftored my 
fenfibility to all the pains by which I was rack- 
ed. Asthey were able to fufpend them at 
piesn their plan was to let me experience 
their utmofł feverity, and I uttered mournfuł 
cries, 
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« Alas! he fuffers!|—I will fave him,” 
exclaimed Maugraby,as if tranfported with joy; 
« I will carryhim to my abode, where death 
cannot enter. Goaway, llage-Cadahć; whither 
Igo you cannot follew me: tell that, like a 
faithful flave, I ebeyed the orders I received.” 

I will not enlarge farther on the.conduct-of 
this demon towards me. You know, móre- 
over, the ufe which he can make of a lie when 
once.he has found means to get it adopted ; 
and you fee the advantage which he coułd 
aflume over me, to perfuade "me that my fas 
ther (whofe affećtion towards me: was unluck» 
ily always accompanied with refervć) was not 
really my father. "Ihough perfuaded of this, 
yet my education not being fuitable to my 
birth, being ' unable to :apply myfelf to any 


work, -and ibeing born with :an .mdependent - 


fpirit, I was: negligent and fometimes difabee 
dient:in the.performance of what I: was order- 
ed to:do. .I then :experienced thofe'brutalities 
of which'yau have fome idea:: a błow.I receiv- 
ed from him made my lips continue .fwelled for 
eight days. 'Ihe caufe of my receiving it was, 
that one day,'while he pretended to be abfent, 
inftead of working by a rule of calculation 
which he hadgiven me, I had been fearch- 
ing for a book of his art, in a place where he 
had concealed it, on.purpofe undoubtedly that 
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I-.might fee him do fo. He fuddenly appeared, 
tore from me the book, and ftruck me. 

Six days had:elapfed fince this adventure, 
and he pretended to treat me with his ufual 
cordiality, and even with greater, confidence. 
He carried me to hunt the ftag ; we were both 
armed with a lance, and I was fo much the 
more familiar with this weapon that I was 
allowed the ufe of it in the collęge of priefts. 
"My enemy went before me, and having fet his 
foot upon the trunk of a thorn which was con- 
-cealed under the grafs, he drew it back bleed- 
ing ; ; a large thorn had entered his foot, hav- 
ing. gone through the leather of his bufkin, 
which was very thin. 

He uttered a cry, ftopped, and fat down; 
-upon my teftifyling furprize, < it is nothing,” 
faid- he, <« my dear fon.” He gave a very 
"wrong interpretation to my emotion, if he 
- imputed it to fenfibility ; but he undoubtedly 
- wifhed to appear : <« be not alarmed,” (aid he, 
«« I never travel wienont carryjng fome kind of 
„balfam with me. 

Near this płace there was a heap of earth 
covered with a green. turf, which formed a 

kind of feat. Flere Maugraby fat down, tock 
off his fhoes, and pulled, from his pocket, 
- two'little fłafks, the one for bathing, and the 
ether for dreffing the wound. His blood flowed 
very copioufly, and this idea arofein my mind, 
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« he isa mar as well as me; a thorn hurts 
him, a lance would -kill him.” The idea 
of the fuft treatment which I received from 
him recurred with full force to my mind, and 
the frightful appearance he had made to me 
when be loaded me with blows, raillery, and 
mvećtive, filled me with indignation againft 
tune moniter. 

«« ple calls bimfelf my father,” faid I to 
myfelf, «« careffes me in an extravagant man- 
ner, and threatens me, that, if I do not obey 
him, Aftaroth will defiroy me. Butit fhalł 
„not be by his means, for I am going to deftroy 
him, and will prevent him from making ufe 
ot his balfam.” So faying, whiłe he turned 
his back to me, I aimed a blow with my 
lance, ftruck him between the fhoulders, drove 
„him forward, and fixed him to the earth. 

I did not even then: refłećł what fhould be- 
come of me here alone; but fearing leaft he 
fhould rife again and exercife his dreadful re- 
veńnge upon me, I was leaping over the bank of 
turf which feparated us, witha defignto kill him 
- completely, when. my foot fłipt, and I fell. I 
wifhed to rife, but | found my hands and feet 
tied, and faw Maugraby ftanding before me 
with that horrible look which is peculiar to 
him, when he_ does. not counterfeit any like 
nefs. «Vile aflafin |” faid' he, ** who.wert 
spad of going the cję even of parricide * 

I have 
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I-have pulled off the mafk from you; you 
fhall commit no more crimes upon earth.” 

The terror with which I was feized pre- 
vented me from giving attention to the cruel 
raillery employed againft me and my whole 
family. My grandfather, the wood-cutter, 
'was not fpared; and -the monfter who then 
overwhelmed with terror, declared himfelf the 
author of that fortune which my mother's fa- - 
- mily had acquired. He dragged me into his 
abominable' church-yard, where I know not 
„how long I have lived ; if indeed to remain al- - 
ways in the SACO of fufiering can be cal-- 
Jed living. 

The five princes who heard the ftory of 
Badvildinn had liftened with the moft un- 
„wearied attention. When it was done, their 
loóks were turned towards the only one of 
them who had not related his hiftory; and 
he thus proceeded to-gratify their impatience : 


Sżory of Shabadildin, Prince of Damas. 
© my brothers! faid he, my noble and 


fad companions in misfortune! what fen-- 
fations have yqu awaked in my heart! How 
„much have you enlightened my mind refpect- 
ing my own .adventures! I now underfłand > 

many things which I formerly thought inex= 
„ plicable ; I recognize, under the difierent cha= - 
racters 
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raćters whofe aćtions I am now going to re- 
late to you, the fame agent who has fo 
„artfully contrived our ruin; and I will give 
him his infamous and true name, whatever 
form he may have affumed to OWAD his 
€riminal defigns. 

[o prevent confufion in faćts, which ap= 
pear to me neceffarily connećted together, I 
will, hke the prince of Tartary, begin my re- 
dation from a pretty high origin. 

My grandmother died at the age of thirty= 
five, and left my mother, who was only foux- 
teen, under the protećtion of her grandmother, 
a woman of a very advanced age, whom I 
called my great-grandmother. At that time, 
-fhe took particular care of me, and I thoughtl 
"was under great obligations to her ; but when 
I refećł on the relations which I have now 
heard, I fee, that to her I owe all my misfor- 
'tunes. I fee likewife, that towards me fhe was 
innocent, but that fhe wąs greatly abufed and 
 deceived, both with refpećt to herfelf and to 
me, 

I intend to give you a faithful pićture of the 
woman'who was called my great-grandmother; 
but fhe. muft be placed in fuch a light as you 
" have now enabled me to fee her in, nameły, 
"as the agent of Maugraby to promote my 
' mifery, and perhaps the real misfortune of 
"my family. I will collećt all the different fea- 
tures- 
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tures which I can remember of her, and lay 
them before you, that I may not deceive you 
with regard either to her or myfelf. 

Her name was FHlamene ; fhe had only one 
daughter, and fhe was very early lefta widow, 
by.a merchant of Damag. I remember a young 
page, who was a great favourite of the King 
my grandfather, once faid to me, * Take 
care thąt your great-grandmother do not kill 
you with-devotion;, as fhe. did her.hufband, and 
her.fon indaw.” I,doubt not :but theryoung 
page had, heard this faid concerning my: great- 
grandmother, for fhe.was called Hamene the 
faxnt, or. the fąint of „L)amas ; 'and neyer wąs 
the external>part of, fanCtity carried to a great- 
er height. „She never węnt abroad „without a 
veil: larger and thicker than thofe worn by other 
women:; ańd;her „datk coloured attirę, .to- 
gether with her tali, ftaturę, 'which was, wither- 
ed, -but-ftall, ftraight, notwitlftanding her age, 
would :eafily have difcovered het, „although 
fhe had not been characterifed by, the book of 
the Adegran, which fhe, always carried- under 
her arm, and-.a ftring of beads jas large .48 
eggs'*. „She .put on; her;weęds gf mąurning -to 
ąccompany :evgry, funeral; ;fhe smingledl with 
the relations of the decęafed,! and true farrow 
was not tó be;compared to the: grief. with 

* The deważtia ańd thc Rntożś. WeŚi: at their neck, A 
| arge firing of beads, which they call /2Vao/pbała. 
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which fhe feemed to be affected. In fhort, to 
defcribe the affliction of a woman who had loft 
her hufband, it was faid that fhe lamented 
him as fincerely as the faint would have done. 

One day when fhe was weeping and lament- 
ing at the interment of a Cadi, who was fpokęn 
ill of by every body, I faid to her, © but 
great-grandmother, why are you fo forry for 
the death of one who was not a good man?” 
« Tt'is juft becaufe he is not a good man,” an= 
fwered fhe ; « if I only weeped for good men 
I would never (hed a tear : know, men are bad, 
but women are an hundred times worfe. 
'Thefe all die fke flies, and polluted like fwine ; 
the angel of death comes and carries them 
away to places from which Mahomet cannot 
refcue them; and how is'it pofliblenot to weep? 
"The.moft wicked are the móft to be Iamented. 
-How much need have they that we go to pray 


around their tómbs, to chafe away the harpies | 


of hell,which, though inviGbleto us, gnaw UBOR 
their heart and entrails?” 

"Thus, penetrated with a fenfe of ks need 
which: the dead had-for her prayers, fhe never 
went to bed before fhe had gone round the 
-fepulchres and -entered them; to difcharge; as 
he faid, the only real duty which was incum- 
bent upon thofe who remained upon the earth. 

The people were delighted with the appeav= 
ance of deyotion with which fhę there repeated 

the 
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the ordinary prayers ; but fhe gave great offence 
to the faquirs and dervifes whofe profeflion fhe 
ufurped, and who faw that applicationsfor pray- 
ers were made more readily to her than to 
them, and that (he did not defpife the rewards 
which were offered her. Spurred on, there- 
fore, by.a dóuble motive of jealoufy and ava- 
rice, they brought a PAPA againft her be- 
fore the Z/nakio *. 

The chief men of the two profefhions did 
not come empty handed, but brought fomething 
wherewith to touch the hand of the judge. 
W hen they had convinced him that he muft 
give a decifion in their favour, he gravely 
afcended his feat, and defired them to bring 
forward their complaint. 

« Sir,” faid they, ** an old woman, , whona 
your wifdom may utterly confound, is not fa- 
tisfied with attending the interments with 
uttering dreadful howlings which prevent 
the people from paying attention, to the pray- 
*ers, in fhort, with adding horror to the fteps of 
death, but he alfo goes into all thechurch-yards 
of Damas, enters the tombs, and there has the 
audacity to repeat the Ilfathea and the Ilcath- 
me +, which our  profeflion requires that we 


* "The Ilnakib is the chief sł the cadi$. . 


- „PFRE Ilfathea i is an introdućtion ta the prayers ; and ka 
1lcathmć is the prayer stieced up for the dead. 


fBoułd 
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fhould do. .The people deceived by her gri- 
mraces and gefłures, refufe to accept the afhft- 
ance we could give to the deceafed faithful, 
and płace ałl their confidence iń the extrawa< 
gancies of this hypocriticał creature.  Forbid; 
Sir, the ołd Hamene who is called a faint only 
out of ridicule, to interfere with facred things 5 
you will do an aćt very agreeable to God, and 
his great prophet, and abfolutely necefiary to 
preferve the refpećt due to religious cere- 
monies. i 
I am now of opinion that though the Ilna- 
kib had not been paid, he ought not to have 
rejećted fo reafonable a propofal, even had he 
fufpećted the real motives from which it pro» 
ceeded. [o prevail, however, upon the judge 
to difoblige the people by depriving them of 
the public pfayers of the faint, a more weighty 
reafon was necefłary; and the gold having 
completely turned, the balance againft Hame- 
ne, fhć was formally difcharged from difturbe 
ing, in future, the prayers which the faquirs 
and dervifes offered up in the tombs, under 
pain of the moft. rigorous punifhment, if fhe 
fhould have the audacity even to appear there. 
ohe waś greatly dilcouraged by this order, 
and wifhed to mingle with the people in order 
to excite them to exclaim fo loud as to be heard 
by the King of Damas, againft the Ilnakib and 
the people he protected ; but fhe was diverted 
from 
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from her intention by a very obliging meffage 
fie received. << Are not you, the good faint 
Hamene ?” faid a flave of a very good appear- 
ance, and very well dreffed ; <« Yes,” anfwered 
fhe ? © In that cafe,” replied the meffenger, 
«« you will greatly oblige my mafter, who its a 
rich Armenian merchant, and who is fettled 
hard by in the Kan, if you will be fo good as 
ge to his ledgings :,he has great need of your 
prayers, and will be very grateful for the fa- 
vour you are to do him.” 

«« Let me run to this cufłomery,” faid my great 
grandmother, <* left the fakirs deprive me of 
him. The fhops and ftorehoufes of the Kan 
are well worth the tombs in the environs of 
Damas. I expećt I will have it in my power 
to take revenge at another time and place, if 
the merchants liften to me as they ought; in 
the mean time I will go and inform them con- 
cerning my enemies. I could have them for 
friends, if I would fhare my profits with them 
and receive them into my houfe: but I have 
a daughter to bring up and to fettle in mare 
riage, they would give my houfe a bad cha- 
raćter, and I gain more reputation by diftri- 
buting in my quarter fome properly-beftowed 
alms, than I would do by feeding every day 
thirty idle fellows like them.” 

While the old Hamene thus reafoned Cone 
cerning her interefts, fhe arrived at the Kan. 
VoL. LV. Aa ohe 
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ohe there found a man fitting on a fofa, ap- 
parently of a very advanced age, of a tall fta- 
ture, with a white, thick, long, and venerable 
beard, a turban of a very large fize, and a robe 
with large folds, in the Armenian fafhion. As 
foon as this man perceived my great-grandmo- 
ther he came to the door of the magazine to. 
„meet her, with an eager and refpećtful air. 

«« [ acknowledge, Madam,” faid he, pre- 
fenting her his hand, that he might łead her to 
a fofa, <* the kindnefs of my ftar in bringing 
me to Damas, there to find a remedy for my 
troubles, in the alhftance of that holy perfon 


who has been pleafed to favour me with a vi-- 


fit.” «© Every body, Sir,” anfweredi Hamene, 
« does not think as you do: the fakirs and 
fantons—« Let us not think, Madam, of the 
manner in which thefe people judge of things : 
their intrigues againft you are well known in 
the Kan; they have fupported their known 
character, without hurting yours,and,as a proof 
of this, I will now entruft you with my con- 
fidence. 

« I have lately had the misfortune of lofing 
my brother, who has left me, though I have 
no heir myfelf, his fucceflion. His tomb is 
at a great diftance from hence, in the moun- 
_ tains of Armenia ; but prayers can be offered up 
every where, and I have prevailed upon you, 

Madam, 
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Madam, to come and grant me, even in this 
place, your good prayers in his behalf.” 

« Sir,” anfwered my great-grandmother, 
«« [have already performed my ablutions, and 
faid my two morning prayers, and am willing 
to do what yqu require. I fhould wifh to know 
the profeflion of the deceafed, and the failing 
to which he was moft inclined.” 

« fe was a merchant, Madam, as I am;” 
there are his books, which have been delivered 
to me. He was, moreover, a little too fond 
of women, which I believe haftened his end; 
but I hope Mahomet will forgive him.” « I 
hope fo too,” faid undoubtedly the devout 
Hlemene within  herfelf.—— bring down 
thefe account books from their place and 
I will furround them with my ftring of beads. 
—.Fvery man has, in the profeflion which 
he exercifes, continual temptations to thę 
tranfgreflion of his duty. If the deceafed has 
yielded to any of thefe, we will pray for his 
pardon ; with refpećt to death, it always comes 
at the hour appointed by the fates, and the 
fword of the enemy, or the love of women 
cannot, for a fingle moment, fhorten the period 
of our exiftence.” 

« Admirable !” exclaimed the Armenian 
merchant ; «« there are the books.” Hlamene 
went through her little ceremonies, fell upon 
her knees, opened the Alcoran, and repeated 

A:a 3, the 
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the prayers aloud. While fhe was thus 
employed, the Armenian feemed filled with 
refpećt, and deeply abforbed in meditation 5 
and when the prayers were finifhed, he drew 
from his purfe two pieces of gold, and gave 
them to Hamene :” « holy lady,” faid he, ** in 
the prefent fituation of my mind, your com- 
pany would be a great confolation to me ; will 
you do me the honour of dining with me?” 

My great-grandmother could not refufe 
fo kind an invitation, and foon had reafon to 
congratulate herfelf on accepting it; for the en- 
tertaimment was excellent. «« Thus do I live 
every day,” faid the Armenian ; ** but I do not 
always enjoy fo edifying company. When I 
engage any perfon belonging to the Kan to 
dine with me, we can talk of nothing but trade; 
and I declare that I am very happy when I 
have it in my power to forget my ordinary em- 
ployments. I know nobody at Damas, nor am 
I known to any one, and I would be afraid of 
forming any connećtions there.” 

« You are right, Sir,” aid my great-grand- 
mother ; <* it would be difficult, perhaps im- 
poflible, to ind in it any one fuitable to you. 
here isa curfe upon this city, and unlefs the 
prayers of a certaingood foul who fhall be name- 
lefs, were raifed to heaven day and night, I)amas 
would long ago have been ftruck with thunder- 
bolts from heaven. There is nothing but gold 

wota 
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worfhipped in this place ; and there is no juf- 
tice but that of intereft : trade is almoft an 
avowed cheating. When the people of Da- 
mas come to your warehoufe, look well about 
you ; for they have as many light fingers to 
fteal your jewels as there are claws belonging 
to a fpider. If they make a bargain with you, 
they will give you a piece of painted glafs for 
a carbuncle. When you go into their ware= 
houfes to purchafe any ftuff, they will lead 
you, with falutations and attention, round the 
apartment, till they have, by a blow with their 
fhoulder, fhut the window which threw too 
much light on the defećts of what they were 
to fhew. Such are the men of this place ; they 
ought to be avoided ; and if you trult to the 
women, you will have addreffed yourfelf to a 
much worfe quarter.” | 

« [ have heard it reported,” faid the Arme- 
nian, << that they were affable, and extremely" 
beautiful.” <« Aftable !” faid my great-grand- 
mother, **« why not fay carefling ? But it is all 
affećtation with them; they know on whom 
they beftow their attentions; and if they ap- 
pear pretty, it is the effećt of art and nót of 
nature.. Their face is white beneath, and pain- 
ted above; and thefe little błack (pots *, which 
they feem to diftribute carelefsly upon their: 

* 'The Arabian women make (mall black fpots upon thcir 


face. ;- wę ręgcivę the patches of taffeta from Arabia. 
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fxin, to fet off its brightnefs, are placed there: 
on purpofe to conceal the traces. of fome dif- 
cafe. Even their whims and humours are 
ftudied; and befides, there is no game at which. 
they do not cheat: I would blufh to be of their 
„fex, if I had not early endeavoured to correćt 
in myfelf thefe faults.” 

«« Madam;” faid the merchant, 4 you give 
me a very high idea of your virtue, by the 
ftrong impreflion which the faults of otherg 
make upon you. It is with great regret I now 
feparate from you ;-but I hope that you will 
not only be employed this evening about the. 
wants of my poor deceafed brother, but that 
you will alfo be fo good as come here ta-mor- 
row and. renew. the good work.” 

"The old (aint left the Kan, partly confoled. 
for the prohibition which fhe had received 
from the Cadi: ** long live a merchant of Ar= 
menia ! The religion of thefe people is true and 
fubftantial, and they give virtue its due ho- 
nour. | 

Next day fhe went. before the hour of meet. 
ing, and met with a ftill more gracious recep= 
"tion. 'The prayers were again repeated with 
increafed earneftnefs and diftinguifhed fervcur.. 
«« Poor brother!” faid the Armenian from 
time to time, with air of compaffion, «« I never 
expected to find fuch afiftance in a city whofe 
manners are fo evil fpóken of as that of Da- 

de KA mas.” 
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mas.” Hamene, when fhe heard this, redou- 
bled her demonftrations of piety. 

But the hour of dinner arrived, and the en- 
tertainment was more fumptuous than the pre- 
ceding day: towards the conclufion of it, a 
large flave was fo unpolite as to fet a bottle of 
wine upon the table. «« Ilage-Cadahe,” faid 
his mafter, ** you are deficient in refpećt to 
the lady ; fhe will take offence at this.* The 
African offered to take away the bottle. «* No,” 
faid my great-grand mother, let it alone. ««Curf- 
ed, Sir, be the perfon who takes offence ! the 
prohibition of Mahomet extends not to people 
ef your age, but only regards thofe who are in- 
flamed by irregular paflions. My phyfician has 
advifed me to drink wine as a remedy, fince I 
have been fubjećt to complaints of the fto- 
mach. But I would die fooner than tafte it at 
the time of the Ramazan ; death is then pre- 
ferable .to breaking our faft.” << You encou- 
rage me greatly, Madam,” faid the Armenian, 
«« and I will drink fome of it with you, in full 
confidence that we do not.tranfgrefs the pre- 
cept. I admire the advantage of living with 
well-informed people, in order to get rid of un- 
reafonable fcruples.” | 

While they were engaged in fuch converfa- 
tion, the bottle was emptied, and a glafs.of exe 
cellent liquor added to the care which was ta- 
ken to improve upon the regimen prefcribed by 
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the phyfician. 'The repaft continued longer 
than che preceding day, and the meeting was 
doubly paid; for the old faint carried off four 
pieces of gold, with a very kind invitation to 
return the following day. 

My great-grandmother, it may be fuppofed, 
kept her appointment very exaćtly, and fulfl- 
led her duty with unequalled fervour. As fhe 
every day improved upon her manner of pray- 
ing, the Armenian was attentive to regale het 
in proportion; and Ilage-Cadah€ was not found 
fault with though he brought wine about the 
middle of the repaft. 'Fhe converfation om 
_ both fides was very obliging, and it terminated 
ftill better, when the Armenran opening his 
purfe, gave her eight pieces of gold inftead of 
four; my great-grandmother returned home 
with an invitation for next day, quite over- 
joyed with her good fortune. 

« But,” faid fhe to herfelf, ** it cannot be 
otherwife ; this man muft love me—what if he: 
married me !|-—Well, I would marry him, were 
it onły for the fake of my grand-daughter.” 
When fhe appeared next day to perfornr her 
little funCtions, fhe had been at great pains 
with her drefs, and had certainły removed the 
moft offenfive wrinkles. "The Armenian could. 
- mot fail to obferve the pains which fhe had ta- 
ken to pleafe him ; his obliging conwerfation, 
the plenty which reigned at his table, and fix- 

| GECIŁ: 
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teen pieces of gold appeared to exprefs his 
fenfibility ; but none of thofe propofals which 
it was expected he would make efcaped from 
his lips. 

„Five days ełapfed without the fmalleft alte- 
ration in the behaviour of either party, except 
in one particular, that the good entertainment 
and the pieces of gold increafed every day, 
till thelaft, when, as my great-grandmother was 
returning home, the wine having affećłed 
her limbs a Nttle, fhe bent under the fum 
which fhe was carrying to her houfe. She 
went in, as ufual, to her grand-daughter, from 
whom fhe had not been able to conceal her 
good fortune, and her hopes ; and faid to her; ' 
«« you fee he wiłl marry me; he gives me 
my dowry by little and little, and you will 
very foon have the Armenian for your grand- 
father-in-law.” , | 

I have fometimes heard my father and 
mother laugh at the extravagancies which my 
great-grandmother committed that evening ; 
but what now aftonifhes me is, that I then 
heard them fay; and yet fbe is a faint, all Da- 
mas fays fo, and fhe bas given proofs of it; for 
ber rofary works miracleg. 

Hamene's part was fnifhed at the end of 
nine days, and it now belonged to the pretend- 
ed Armenian to play his. When fhe appear- 
ed in the Kan, he met her with a chearful 
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couńterance. <« Come, Madam ; come to re- 
ceive the tribute of my gratitude; let us fit 
down; my brother's affair is finifhed, thanks 
to your prayers. I will not diflembie that 
being afraid to fhew you too many difhculties in 
what you undertook, I concealed from you 
fome cireumftances that were very diftrefling 
to me ; m three fuccefive dreams my brother 
appeared to me, loaded with chains, and fub- 
jected to the moft dreadful torments. Not 
knowing what courfe to take, in order to pro- 
cure him relief, a fecret voice direćted me to- 
wards Damas; I thought it even advifed me 
to perform the great pilgrimage ; but I have 
received more here than I coułd have found in 
that journey; for laft night, inthecleareft vifion, 
my brother appeared to me, drefłed ir a linen 
robe of extraordinary finenefs, and whitenefs, 
your rofary encircled his brow, and the beads 
thereof fhone like the ftars of heaven — 
You can demand nothing, Madam, which 
my gratitude will not grant; my brother's in- 
heritance fhall be yours, and we will both be 
happy in thereby difcharging our debt of gra- 
titude towards heaven, whofe inftrument ydu 
ATE" 

Hamen€ afterwards agreed with her grand- 
daughter, that till then fhe never could have 
flattered herfelf that (he was fo much in favour 
- with heaven. ** Dolt thou fee,” would fhe fay; 
! c what 
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<< what it is to be humble ? The virtue of humi- 
lity is always rated too low.” Though fome- 
what aftonifhed at her good fortune, fhe de- 
termined to poflefs what was fhewn her of it 
upon earth in the beft manner poflible, and 
with an eafy air laid down her rofary and veil 
upon a table. ' << God is good, Sir,” faid fhe, 
« and fhews mercy to whom he pleafes; that 
"which has been fhewn to your brother is a 
great part of my reward ; but let us dine, and 
we will reafon concerning what we can do.” 

A fumptuous dinner was ferved up, and Il- 
lage Cadahe received no reproof for having 
ventured to put fome flafks of wine upon the 
table. My great-grandmother eat and drank 
with the befl grace fhe could, and her land- 
lord, no doubt, was diverted with her aftect- 
ed politenefs, and genteel benaviour ; but the 
table being cleared, the moment of explanation 
at length arrived. 

The Armenian took my grandmother very 
refpećtfully by. both the hands, and feated her 
upon the fofaz < Holy woman,” faid he, 
« fhew me how I can acknowledge the obliga- 
tions you have laid me under.” << But,” anfwer= 
ed my great-grandmother, -*< when the ages are 
nearly the fame, when the difpofitions are 
fimilar, when they are of the fame principle—” 
«« What would you have me underftand ? 
Madam ; you are going, without doubt, to add 

to 
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to my regret. I would have anticipated you, 
but imagine my misfortune ! Informed of 
the terrible fituation of my brother, attributing 
the punifhment he had brought upon himfelf 
to his immoderate love of women, and having 
fomething to reproach myfelf with on this 
head, I have made a vow, that if I could pro- 
cure his deliverance from punifhment I would 
never marry again.” << That is very ferious,” 
anfwered my great-grandmother, ** butthere is 
a remedy for it; to be abfolved from fuch a vow 
pilgrimages are made to Mecca, and that with- 
out any fcruple, when a reafonable union is 
propofed.” «« Very reafonable, without doubt,” 
faid the Armenian, <*I would accompany you* 
—ć« with. your ftring of beads : we muft not fail 
to fet out on this journey ; but unluckily we can- 
not think of it for this year, for the caravan has 
already fet out. While we wait for the next 
year's caravan, let us fee, my dear faint, what 
I could do for you, —' aflift me in taking re- 
venge on the fakirs, the dervifes, their fuperiors, 
and the Ilnakib.*—* Muft I rid you of all thefe 
people at once? this would have the appear- 
ance of deftrućtion; and the peftilence is not 
at my command; not that I difapprove of 
vengeance, it is necefflary to the repofe of 
mankind, as I will prove to you in a few 
words; 
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cc If every one killed his enemy to-day, to- 
morrow every thing upon the earth would beat 
peace; and in reality there is nothing more to 
be defired : thus I do not intend to fpare your 
enemies; but it is always a good maxim to 
fpare thofe who are not dangerous; and be- 
fides, in this kind of fervice, which is to be 
done you, I muft have time for reflećtion — 
Let me fee, therefore, if I could not do you 
fome fervice which has a relation only to 
yourfelf: Have you no children ?” 

«« Alas, Sir, one grand-daughter only re- 
mains to me”—* how old is fhe ?*——€£ Six= 
teen. —'** Sixteen! that is a ine age ; iffhe is 
like you fhe muft be charming.” <« You are 
very good, Sir; but to tell the truth, the fun 
in his courfe does not behald her rival in beau- 
ty and wifdom.” 

The merchant arofe gently from the fofa, 
afcended a ftep, reached to a box which was . 
placed very high, brought it down, and, open- 
ing it, took from it a necklace of pearls, in- 
eftimable for their water, fhape, and equality 
of fize. <* Here,” faid he, © is the rofary of 
my beautiful and devout grand-daughter ; 
„touch it with your's, that it may receive fome 
virtue, and we will carry it to her.” 

Hamene, whofe hufband had been a pearl 
merchant, faw a prefent worthy of a queen ; 
fhe fuppofed that a man who gave a prelent of 
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fuch importance to a young perfon he did not 
know, and to whom he could have no preten- 
fions, woułd not hefitate to perform the jour- 
ney to Mecca: joy fparkled in her eyes. 

«« Come,” faid fhe, <*« you make a prefent 
with fo good a grace that it is impoffible to re- 
fufe you ; you fball be the firft man who has 
feen my dear little Yatifla.” It.is needlefs to 


defcribe the behaviour of the Armenian in my. 


great-grandfather's houle. He loaded Hame- 
ne and her grand-daughter with civilities and 
attentions; they were both delighted with him ; 
and he retired after engaging my great-grand- 
mother to come and fpend the following day. 
with him. 

The old woman accepted with pleafure an in- 
vitation which appeared to be given on account 
of the pilgrimage. She was eager to be there 
early; and the merchant was concluding a bar- 
gain of jewels. '« Your moft obedient, Madam;” 
faid he, and immediately difmified his mer- 
chants, and fhut up his boxes. 'Ihen addref- 
fing his firft flave, << Illage-Cadahe;” faid he, 
you muft know that when the lady is here 
I admit no troublefome vifitors. 

They fat down upon the fofa; ** You have. 
made me acquainted,” faid he, ** with a charm= 
ing objećt. I feel the fame fentiments towards 
her astowards you; I have been occupied the 
wholę night with the thoughts of promoting 

be 


— O A 


ARABIAN TALES. 291 


her fortune and happinefs, and after dinner I 
will inform you of my whole plan. [he hopes 
excited by fuch a difcourfe in the breaft of Ha- 
mene were well calculated to promote chear- 
fulnefs and a good anpetite ; both: thefe fhe 
difplayed in great perfedtion, but ftill with a 
certain eagernefs to fee the table removed. 
«« Let us talk of our grand daughter,” faid the 
Armenian ; know you fhe is a morfel fit for a 
king”s only fon.*—<« Truly,” replied fhe, « I 
fhoułd certainly think fo; but kings muft be 
without her, fince we cannot afpire fo high. — 
<«« Very well, my good faint, I have more re- 
fources than you fuppofe. Your exertions are 
direćłed towards heaven; and I have fome 
power upon earth : what would you give me, 
if, by my means, your daughter fhould be 
married to the heir of fome powerful monarch ?” 
—ć« I would give you—but my body will be 
your's after we have performed the pilgrimage, 
therefore I have only my foul to give you — 
<«« Your foul! good faint, I know it, and I accept 
the prefent in the name of him to whom I re- 
late every thing I do, and to whom I owe my 
power and every thing I pofłefs. (Give me a 
bead of your rofary, and it fhall foon be re- 
placed by another.—l am quite overjoyed; we 
ihall pofiefs you entirely. At prefent, fleep in 
peace, your daughter henceforth belongs to us 
two alone: I am going to attend to our affairs, 
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my plan I do not explain; but you fhall not 
fee me again till it is on the eve of being 
accompliihed.” 

My great-grandmother returned to her houfe, 
full of hopes,fuficiently flattering to have turn- 
ed her brain. «*« My dear Yatifla,” faid fhe to 
my mother, of whom I will foon have occafion 
to fpeak more frequently than I have hitherto 
done, ** take great care of yourfelf; eat no 
green fruit, left you deftroy your fine com- 
plexion ; and when you fleep put pillows un- 
der your arm, that by keeping your hands raif- 
ed you may preferve their whitenefs. '['o-mor- 
row I will give you fome pomatum for your 
hair, which will make it grow like the grafs 
when it is watered by the dew of May. Sup- 
pofe that you are deftined for a king's fon ; 
hold, I here bring you a more beautiful neck- 
lace than that of the queen of Damas. We 
will perform the pilgrimage to Mecca together, 
and I will be able to condućt you thither, in 
the character of an Indian princefs, feated on 
a white elephant. Be very devout, my child, 
fay your five prayers regularly ; fuppofe that 
you owe all this to the fervour of my fuppli- 
cation, and fee whether the Ilnakib and the fa- 
kirs, who wilhed to prevent me from offering 
them up, will not be punifhed as they deferve ! 
They will be fo, my daughter; we may reft 
perfectly fecure on that head.” 'Thefe things 
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fe uttered in the confufion into which fhe 
was thrown by her joy; and afterwards fhe 
returned to give a detail of the circumftances. 

During thefe converfations, which lafted for 
fome days, the Armenian merchant having 
fettled his accounts, carried away his little 
warehoufe, and went through one of the gates 
of Damas. amas is a city to which ftrangers 
refort fram: all quarters ; and while the perfon 
we are fpeaking of appeared to be going away 
from it, there entered it, through another gate, 
a snan of a ftull more venerable appearance, but 
«who could not have any connections with the: 
faint of Damas. This was a Jewifh Rabbin 
who was known by his head, which was fhaven 
- to the top of his temples, and by the large tha= 
leb * which covered it, and defcended upon 
his fhoulders. His grey locks, which he let: 
grow above the ear, fell even to his bofom, and. 
mixed with a beard of the fame colour, which 
adorned his breaft down to his girdle. "This 
venerable man advanced flowly upon a camcł, | 
led by a negro.of uncommon fize. 

As foon as he was within the gates of'the 
city; «< Illage-Cadahie," faid he, <« afk where Sa-. 
muel, the treafurer to the King of Damas re- 
fides.” Samuel was a Jew, and was entrufted. 


* Thalcb is a piece of ftuf which the Jewifh Rabbins. 
wcar upon their heads inftead of a turban or a hat. . 
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with the receipt of the King's revenues. The 
awelling of a man of fuch confequence wa6 
known to every body, and the Rabbin foon ar- 
rived at the door which was pointed out to 
him. « Illage-Cadahe, go and inform Samueł 
the Jew that his brother Ben-Mofes, the hum- 
ble Rabbin of the fynagogue of Saphad * is 
come to vifit the flock at Damas for fome 
days, and entreats hofpitality from him.” 

Samuel hurried out of the houfe to receive 
an honour to which he could not fuppofe he 
had the fmalleft pretenfons. <*« I come not 
here,” faid the Rabbin of Saphadnora, wit 
a defign to perform my funćtions,, nor to dif= 
turb the Rabbin of Damas in the exercife of 
bis. My phyficians have prefcribed travelling 
for my health. The falubrity of the air of Da+ 
raas being celebrated throughout the world, I 
have come hither to breathe it, and to unbind 
from the weight of my ordinary labour; and 
the good reputation which you enjoy has 
brought me to your honie in preference to. 
every other. 

[he treafurer. was deeply imprefied with a. 
fenfe of the favour which was done him by the 
firft and moft eminent Rabbin of the earth. 
dlo appear magnifcent, he forgot that he was 


* "The Rubbin oś Szphad or Ca harnaon is the frft Rab- 
Wi 1: śe worid. 
a Jew. 
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a Jew, and prepared to receive a gueft of fuch 
confequence in a manner fuitable to his dig- 
nity. "To do him the more honour, he aflem- 
bled the principał people of their tribe, fome of 
whom had feen him at 8aphadnora, but none 
of them were intimately acquainted with him. 
He pretended to be opprefłed with the fatigue 
of the journey, fpoke little but very pertinent» 
ly, and befought his landlord that he might 
enjoy his company in private. 

«« [ came not here,” faid he, ** to exercife 
my lungs in any other manner than in walk- 
ling : do not oblige me to.fpeak tao much, efpe- 
_ cially to extend my voice.. ['o-morrow we 
fhall fet out. I intend to vifit our fick and 
needy brethren, and I have brought wherewith 
to relieve them.” Samuel was not forry to fee 
that he would not be expofed to expence, and 
that the man.of the greateft. eftimation among 
the Hebrews was fatisfied with his company. 
« You have a-great deal of bufinefs,” faid his 
venerable gueft, *© let not me prevent you 
from attending to it: you will give me one of 
6ur nation to accompany me; for I wifh to 
fee every thing in this place.” 

The Rabbin returned in the evening, and 
converfed with Samuel concerning what he 
had feen and done. The treafurer defired an 
explanation of fome obfcure paflages in the 
42almud, and Mofes gave him the moft plau- 
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fible opinions concerning them. -« I have feer 
very fine things, and I have acquired much in- 
formation,” faid his gueft; << I will give you a 
copy of the remarks which I have made for my 
own and your advantage. Youknow that we are 
like a ftrange and noxious feed (own among 
men, who feek every where to root it out; we 
muft have fomething wherewith to defend our- 
felves in time of danger; and fince our perfons. 
cannot command refpećt, we muft procure it 
by the fuperiority of our knowledge.” 

Samuel knew not what thefe remarks refer-. 
red to, and only łearned it the day before the 
Rabbin's departure. Illage-Cadahe who aćted 
as guide, was at the door, waiting for orders. 
- concerning their fetting out. << You will bring 
the camel to-morrow morning,” faid he: and 
then turning towards the king”s treafurer, he. 
delivered to him a pretty large roll, which he- 
took from under a robe with long and large 
folds. 

«« There,” faid he, ** isthe hiftory of the 
public and private adminiftration of your hof- 
pitals and mofques, in which our brethren have 
very little concern. 'Ihey would not be fixed 
upon, if a better bargain could be made elfe- 
where; but ifthey make fmall gains in thę 
matter, they have opportunities of being weil 
informed concerning the profits of others. I 
deliver to you a.treafure to the King of Damas, 
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of which if he can take advantage he will be 
the richeft fovereign in Afia. Your hofpitals 
are magnifńcent, and the money appropriated 
to the fupport of them is the moft aftonifhing 
effećt of the.enthufiafm of the Mahometans for 
the law of their Prophet. [he revenues belong- 
ing to the hofpital for lepers * alone, are fuf- 
ficient to maintain thirty thoufand cavalry. 
Yet the goodnefs of the air, and temperance, 
are the only affiftance received by the patients, 
even thofe of the caravans, who are the imme-, 
diate objećt of the inftitution. Every thing is 
ftolen, divided, and diffipated in the moft open 
and impudent manner by the direćtors, and 
thofe they employ under them. You have in 
your hands clear proofs of their double deal- 
ing and peculation ; you have alfo an account 
of the pretended bargains of which they fhew 
vouchers, and the real bargains of which the 
_ profits go into their own purfe. I do not de- 
liver to you thofe which have lately been paf- 
fed, but thofe which were joined to preceding 
accounts, with a clear proof of the connivance 
of the judges at a rapine of which they evident- 
ly fhare the profits. 


* The hofpital for lepers was founded by Omar-il- Achab, 
Mlahomet's fucceffor ; prodigies, which it is needlefs here to 
relate, are told of the cures which are there performed. 
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« "The Ilyatame +, the grand mofque, and the 
reft, which are fo richly endowed, are no bet- 
ter governed. You will alfo fee the reafon 
why the fakirs and dervifes increafe the number 
of the poor of a capital, where therę ought not 
to appear a fingle indigent 'perfon unprovided 
for by the foundations. If a king would pu- 
nifh robbers, by making them refund what they 


had ftolen, he would acquire immenfe riches 


in the exercife of juftice; and if he would com- 
mit the regulation of the eftablifhments for the 
poor to djlinterefted men, at the fame time 
that they would be conducted on four times a 
better plan, he woułd at łeaft double his own 
revenue, and the caravans would extend his 
fame to the remoteft mountains of Armenia.” 
-_ After delivering the roll to Samuel, the pre- 
tended Rabbin embraced him; <«* Farewell, 
brother,” faid he, «* my flock waits with lmpa= 
tience for my return to Saphad.” 

Samuel read with great rapidity a memorialfo 
fhort, fo well written, and fo conclufive, that 
it was impofhble not to yield to the reafons by 
which it was fupported, provided the facts it 
pointed out were proved, and this they were 
by the fignatures of the guilty perfons. What 
riches would come into the treafury of which 
he had the management! What confifcations 

t The Ilyatame is the name of the grand mofque, [ike- 
wile founded by Omar. 
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would take płace, of which he expected to 
have a fhare, without reckoning upon what he 
would gain by the influence he would have in 
the new adminifłration. He would likewife 
have the pleafure of avenging himfelf on fome 
of his enemies. 

The firft time that the King exprefied difla- 
tisfaction at the fmallnefs of his income, which 
 prevented him from forming great defigns, and 
even obliged him to be very fparing in beftow= 
ing rewards, the Flebrew was quite overjoy= 
ed. He laid before him the defcription given 
by the Rabbin, and the proofs of the depreda- 
tions committed in his capital; and fhewed 
him the immenfe riches which he would ac- 
quire by eftablifhing a new plan. Of both 
thefe pointę the proofs were perfectly clear. 

Zineb-il-Mourath, king of Damas, allowed 
himfelf to be blinded and deceived ; he fent 
for the difhoneft adminiftrators, and demand- 
ed their account, which they gave upon falfe 
documents, prepared long before. But he 
prefented others drawn from their port-folios, 
from which they had, without their know- 
ledge, been extracted by fkilful hands. "The 
furprife and confufion they evidenced at the 
fight of thefe accounts betrayed their guilt. 
Heads were ftruck off, and błows of the baf- 
tinado defcended like hail: riches were con- 
fifcated, and houfes rafed to the ground in 

every 
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every corner of Damas. The reafons of the 
punifhments which were inflićted were pofted 
up at all the crofs ways; the patients in the 
hofpitals rejoiced at it, as much as bodies ema- 
ciated by meagre diet could pofhbly do; and 
the people, to whom the rich are always an 
objećt of hatred, took delight in the misfor- 
tunes to which they faw them fubjected. 

My great-grandmother had the płeafure af 
feeing the Ilnakib, and the chiefs of the fakirs 
and derviles involved in the fame ruin. She 
now boldly walked through the ftreets with 
her ftring of beads. <* Beholq,” faid fhe to 
every perfon fhe met, <« how the vengeance of 
Heaven has defcended upon thofe wicked men 
who wifhed to prevent good fouls from offer- 
ing up prayers for the dead. We muft be- 
ware of praying for thofe who are punifhed by 
the King.” : | 

Samuel the Jew triumphed in the fuccefs of 
his plan ; carriages loaded with gold and pre- 
cious ftones were brought into the treafury ; 
but, in the mean time, a ftorm was gathering 
over Damas, by which all his fchemes were 
very foon to be defeated. 'Ihe fakirs and der- 
vifes, in a body, had laid their complaints be- 
fore the Caliph : among the religious of the 
latter order, there were even fome princes; 
and they had got a petition figned by the poor, 

whether 
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whether confined by ficknefs' or not, that were 
in the hofpitals of Bagdad. i 

The moft wretched had not refufed to fign 
this petrtłon, and individuals of the greateft 
diftinćtion had aihxed their fignatures. They 
all reprefented that the magnificeht eftablifh- 
ments made by Saint Umar-il-Achab, for the 
fupport of the grand mofque and the hofpitals, 
would be ruined, if a king of Damas could, 
by his own private authority, affume the right 
of difpofing of the revenues appropriated to 
them. 'Ihey reprefented, likewife, that the 
charter of their inftitution contained a curfe 
againft the man who fhould dare to violate the 
order it prefcribed for their regulation ; the 
Caliph alone having a right to demand an ace 
count of the adminiftration of eftablifhments 
made for the fake of all the faithful upon earth, 

This complaint alone was fufhcient to bring 
the King of Ł)amas into the utmoft embaraff- 
ment ; but, a relation of the grand Vizier 
having married one of his daughters, and a 
throne being wanted to the new-married cou- 
ple, it expofed his life to the greateft danger. 
Hitherto Zineb-il-Mourath had only punifhed 
criminals who were evidently guiłty. He had 
imdeed often meditated the abufe of his ofłice, 
but he had never put it in execution. 

He had given an account of what he had 
done ; but the Vizier favouring the memoriał 
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'exhibited againft him, fet afide his juftification. 
The ftorm gathered around, in fuch a man- 
ner that the deftrućtion of Zineb-il-Mourath 
appeared almoft inevitable. His friends in 
Bagdad informed him of it; but by that time, 
even if he had fled into the defart, his enemies, 
by whom he was watched, would have fur- 
rounded him on all des. Every thing at Damas 
was in confufion ; the people were ftirred .up 
againit the Jews, who came to blame Samuel 
the treafurer. << Who excited you to this une 
dertaking ?* faid they: <* it was our great 
Rabbin at Saphad;” anfwered he. < What !” 
replied the Jews, ** there never was fuch a man 
at Damas ; we certainly know that the great 
Rabbin never left his own houfe; and you 
make us the vićtim of an impoftor.” | 
_"While-Samuel was defending himfelf from 
this reproach, the King, in order to appeafe 
the infurrećtion of the people, fent to take 
away his life. But this facrifice was not fuf- 
ficient to difpell the fears of the monarch, 
when my great-grandmother ran to his palace, 
and went to throw herfelf at his feet, with 
her precious rofary about his neck. 

I muft tell you, princes, the motive which 
brought the faint, to whofe acquaintance I 
have introduced you, to the feet of the unfor- 
tunate king. 

After her pious walk around the tombs was 
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CZ i 
e a ZE ł_._.. - — mz zw 


ARABIAN TALES. 3cz 


finifhed, fhe had gone back to her houfe fulł 
ef triumph at the punifhment infićted on her 
enemies. She had juft laid afide her veil, and 
placed her Alcoran upon the table; and was 
going to lay her rofary there'alfo, when fhe faw 
her pilgrim arrive. <* Returned already ?” fa!d 
fhe : «« Yies, my eager defire to ferve you, 
and the opportunity of gratitying it, iave 
brought me back.. Lay not afide your «ts, 
we fhall have need-of them ; allow ue to tut, 
with a pair of fciffars, a fmall bir from the 
ftring on which they are hung. You fhai 
fee, that, of what is good in itfelf, every thing 
has its utility ; let. us fit down-and have fome 
eonverfation together.. 

« [he King of Damas is ruined, if we do 
not give him afliftance 5 but, if he will marry: 
his fon to your daughter, you-may anfwer for 
his hfe and his crown, and that he fhall be 
amply avenged on hisenemies,” <«* And.upon 
what ground fhall I give him that affurance ?* 
replied my great-grandmother. «This is the 
part you muft aćt: he has avenged you on 
your enemies, the Ilnakib and the chiefs of the 
fakirs and dervifes, and Heaven has fhewn 
you that you are the inftrument it has chofen 
to avenge him on. his. My prayers mufł 
you fay to him, and efpecially my ftring of 
beads fhall be the means thereof; it is a ma- 
pea of irrefiftible arms againft. all. thofe 
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who oppofe you. I leave it in your majefty'3 
poflefion : put your feał upon. every bead, bury 
it fix feet under ground; and cower it with a 
wall ofthe fame tkicknefs : if I do notby to-mor= 
row morning again appear before you, wearing 
it at my neck, you may fend me to bedlam ; 
but, if I bring it back, without wantiug 2 
fingle bead, I wilł anfwer with my life, pro- 
vided. you grant me a very great favonr which 
I am going to requeft, that the profperity oś 
your reign wilł exeeed your hopes. "This is 
what you haye te do and fay: go boldly, my 
good faiat ; I will remain here as a pledge; 
you may lock me ia: and if you are treated 
as a mad perfon, you fhąłl deliver two of them 
for one.” 

After receiving this encouragement, my 
great-grandmother had thrown herfelf at the 
feet of Zineb-ił-Mourath. She there followed, 
ftep by ftep, the lefion wt.ich had been given 
her, and the King, devoured by anxiety and 
zrouble, beheld with joy the feeble ray of 
hope which penetrated the głoom with 
-which he was furrounded. He took the ro- 
fary, retired into a private clofet, and there 
endeayoured to. make whimficał and uncem- 
mon marks upon every bead, with the point 
- of his dagger. This was the employment of 
the evening ; and he concluded, with enclofing 
the depofit which had been left with him, in 

a golden. 
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a'golden coffer with three fteel locks, which. 
was placed by his bed fide, and of which he was 
not to lofe fight. 

In the mean time, the pilgrims had collećted 
provifions for a very good fupper. |Ilage- 
Cadahe, his mafters infeparable attendant, 

„had taken care of.it. My mother Yatiffa was - 
- invited to it;'and the Armenian: conducted. 
himfelf with fuch propriety. before her, that 
1 bave fince heard her fay *' fhe could not con- 
„ceive how a man pofleffed apparently of fo 
„great merit fhould be fo infatuated as to be 
in love with an old woman like my great- - 
grandmother. [he reputation of her fanćtity 
muft have prevailed over every other con- 
fideration.” When the repaft was finifhed the 
Armenian arofe : <« Good lady,” faid he to - 
fny great-grandmother, <* we have fome little - 
work to do here, in order promote the fuccefs . 
of our affairs. Wę will not fend away our 
„child. People endeavour to remove them 
from objećts which exceed the compafs of 
their underftanding, but, for my part, my. 
glan is to draw them as near as I can. 
Our beautiful Yatifla is wile ; but I would 
much rather fee her imprudeut than-ignorant. 
Bring,” continued he, a chafingdith, andfome - 
fire; you mufi have fome perfume here; 
take a pinch of it, and throw it upon the pan, 
along with the bit of ftring which I caufed 
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you referve, pronouncing, in a loud and firm: 
tone of voice, in the name of bim wbo does every. 
bere in aid of our defigns, let my rofary return to-- 
me from tbe place wbere it is. 

While Hamene pronounced thefe words, of: 
which we all here comprehend the meaning, 
fhe was furrounded .with a cloud of perfume ;.. 
and, as foon as. it was difperfed,. the rofary. 
was perceiwed at her neck. "The Armenian. 
caufed her-remark the impreffions. which the: 
King had made upon it, the better'to recog- 
nize it. <«.Behold;” faid he to my great- 


grandmother, ** how all his precautions turn. 


out to our advantage; you are now'armed to - 
defend your fovereign againtt every foe. 

, 6 '[o-morrow morning you will go. to him). 
before he is out of bed, without any fear of 
difturbing his fleep, for he is not afleep; and 
vou muft exprefs yourfelf in the few following - 
words: « My ftring of beads, which you behold, 
* could ftrangłe all your enemies, and Mahomet. 
could put them imto the hands of avenging-- 
fpirits ; but this affair, which was undertaken. 
with juftyce, muft be terminated with glory. 
Yoar hand fell heavy on a troop of im= 
poftors and villains; do you wifh to reign in 


peace over Damas, and tranfmit the crown ta.. 
your pofterity ?* He will undoubtedły tell you.. 


that he defres this. < My foul, will you. 
fay, 4 is wholly employed im your fervice, 
adnst 
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and'I affure you and your pofterity óf the en- 
joyment of the throne ; will you refufe to take: 
for a wife to your fon, my grand-daughter 
Yatifla, the moft beautiful. and the wifeft 
young woman in Damas? Send your chief: 
eunuch to my houfe, where there is a refpećt-. 
able ołd man, who is ourrelation.. "The chief 
eunuch will demand my daughter, and con= 
dućt her, covered.with her veil, into a litter, our: 
relation being allowed to acompany her. You.. 
will likewife fend for a Cadi; and then, if: 
our children-are agreeable to one another; the: 
whole bufinefs will be finifhed ; but the afair. 
is too ferious for me to enyage in it, unlefs K-' 
reap from it this advantage. - 

« Forget nothing,” continued the Armenia; i 
fpeaking to. my great-grandmother, « of'what E 
have now told you; and give orders that, in-your 
abfence, I fhall be .admitted into pówn konie, if 
I have any occafion to be there: 

The old woman punćtually obeyed the in- 
junćbions which fhe received, and Zineb-il- 
Mourath, aftonifhed to fee her again appear 
before him, with the ftring of beads which: 
he had marked and put under three locks,. caft 
Mis eyes firft on the fantaftic necklace, and: 
then on the coffer in which it had beeniinclofed.. 

The King had, till then, held the faint of 
Damas in no great eftimation; but this pro» 
digy determined him in every thing to confide: 

| in 
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in her, fince it was only by a prodigy that he- | 
could efcape from his enemies, and thofe =: 
envied him the profeflion of the throne.. 
agreed to.all the ofters that were made to a, 
and to the reward which was required.. 'Ihe 
eunuch came in ftate for my mother Yatifła ; 
'at the fight of whom every. fcruple was com- 
pietely reniowód. Her neck was adorned with 
Łer fupurb necklace ; and, though- covered. 
with a veily when (he came out of the litter, to : 
fet her foot on the firft.fteps of the palace, the. 
excellence of her ftature alone gave her the ' 
appearance of. defcending from one throne to: 
go to take her feat upon MGGRKGĆ 
The Cadi did his duty, a robe was given to: 
the Armenian, and the marriage was com-- | 
- pieted. Circumftances did not permit the ce-- 
remony to be attended wtth pomp, or celebrat- 
ed with feftivals:.but while the young pair, 
feated on a fofa. near the King, were forming 
an acquaintance, and while the Cadi and the. 
witnefies of the marriage were: regaling them- 
felves at a table, the two pilgrims were dif- | 
courfing together at a window.. <* The affair: | 
of your daughter is now finifhed,” faid the 
merchant:: « I-undertake that of the King of 
Damas ; you fhall fee by what fhall happen that 
JI treat you all as if you belonged to my own. 
family ; but fhould we be foolifh enough to. 
fecure nothing *to ourfelves: -When we re- 

' turn 
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turn from. our pilgrimage we will be far ad 
vanced in life, and. muft necefłarily be without 
children, and without confolation in our de» 
clining years. Do therefore as I am going to 
tełl you. When the hufband and wife fhall 
be in bed, put your ftxing of beads. over both 
their heads, and: thus: addrefs them: My 
dear children, 1 bimd: you to one another and to us, 
by kim who bas procured a fortune to us all; grant 
me a favour, give me and the man on wbom I 
kave befłowed myfelf, tbe fxfi male child wbich 
fball (bring from ycur marriage, ard I wil! re= 
main bere to educate bim near yos. When they- 
hali have granted: your requeft, you will em- 
brace them both, and return to inform me of' 
it. lm this only, and in the pilgrimage, do I. 
feel myfelf deepły interefted.” 

My great-grandmother was far from. refuf-. 
ing any thing which was required of her, by 
the man who had brought keriato fa complete 
fubjećtion to his authority ; and. my father 
and motlter, when they were im the chains of' 
the fatal. rofary, pronounced every word 
which their grandmother required. "The Ar-. 
mtenian had no more bufinefs at Damas, and 
you mufł expećt foon: to fee him difappear 3 
but he will only: change his appearance, and 
we will not be long:in feeing him again. 

While nuptialś: fuficiently mournful were 

cele 
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celebrating at Damas, the-Grand Vizier was 
plotting at Bagdad the ruin of Zineb-il-Mou- 
rath. His fucceffor was getting ready his 
equipage ; he carried the decreę by which his 
predeceflor was condemned, and he was to be 
accompanied by the half of the Cakiph's guard: 
No man fpoke in favour of Zineb-il-Mourath ; 
every one at Bagdad was againft him from the 
Mufti to the Muczins, from the chief magif- 
trate of police to his meaneft. ofłicer. 

The Caliph, who was a man of a very calm 


and peaceable difpofition, and inclined to. 


equity, allowed himfelf to. be hurried away. 


by the emotion of the paflions which prevailed: 
around him. Buried in the interior of his. 


palace, the little concerns of which were fuf- 
" ficient to engage his attention, fome extraor< 
dinary occafion was: neceflary to awake him 


from his lethargy, and enable him to recover 
his wonted vigour. His only daughter was in. 


a bad ftate of health, but languifhing rather 
than fick, and, in particular, fhe had loft her 
appetite. <« My dear child,” faid her father, 
«« you muft eat; think of any thing you could 
like.” <« Ican eat nothing,” anfwered fhe, 
46 but karmout, and a karmout cannot be 
procured for me.” 

In the mean time, the purveyors of the pa- 


lace cauled nets ta be thrown continually, in-. 
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to the ten * rivers, without being able to find 
the fifh for which the princefs had taken a 
fancy. [his was not the feafon when the fifh 
came into the river; and the expećtation of the 
purveyors were conftantly deceived. Upon 
the bank of the river they met with a tall man, 
who had a line upon his fhoulder, and whofe 
eyes were fteadily fixed upon the waves, as if 
he were counting them as they pafled. <« What 
are you doing there ?” faid they to him; «* why 
don't you throw your line intothe water?” «TI 
muft firft know what fifh you want; every 

fifh does not take the fame bait.” << We want 

'a karmout,” anfwered the purveyors. «If there 
is one in the river you fhall have it; but for_ 
whom is this fifh intended ?” << For the Caliph's 

daughter, the princefs Zadeil- Draide.” <*Come, 

I will put on the bait, and throw in my line 

in the name of the princefs Zad-il-Draide.” 

In two minutes the water around the line 
was feen to be ruffłed ; the fifherman drew it 
out, and brought to land one of the fineft kar- 
mouts that ever had been feen ; at fight of it 
the purveyors burft into exclamations of won- 
der. << You ought not to be furprifed,” faid 
the fifherman, ** to fee the karmout fo fine; 
for if a fifh of this kind can be taken at this 


» "The two rivers, and the beautiful ftream which waters 
the ficlds of Bagdad, are divided into ten different beds. 
feafon 
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feafon of the year, it muft be very excellent, 


fince it is a lazy one, whofe only objeót is to 
grow fat," | " 
- The purveyors wifhed to pay the ifherman 
for it. <*No,” faid he, « if the princefs wilhes te 
eat another, I wiH be here to-morrow ; we will 
try our'fortune, and, if I fucceed, you wilł 
pay me for them both together.” "The officers 
of the palace, happy at bemmg able to gratify 
their princefs, went away without paying the 
fifherman, not refiećting that nothing ought to 
be received from an unknown hand. "his pro- 
verb was often .repeated to me by my great- 
grandmother, who fometimes difplayed more 
wifdom in her converfation than in her beha= 
wiour. With refpećt to the fifherman I have 
mentioned, I now fufpećt, princes, that he 
«was the fame perfon with the Armenian, and 
the Rabin Ben-Mofes. 

No fooner had he left the brink of the water, 
than, having undoubtedły his little equippage 
quite ready, he entered tke palace ałmoft as 
foon as the fifh he had taken. Fle was then 
in the fhape of a little man, with a counte- 
nance rather merry than agreeable, and of a 
fłender arrd eafy ftature. His carriage, dif- 
courfe, and equipage, denoted him to be one 
ef thofe fkilful fellers of balfams who accom- 
pany the caravans, and whole printipal buf- 
nefs is to amufe the travellers with their tricks 

of 
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-©ł art and addrefs, and to cure the camels and 
«©ther beafts of burthen. 'lhefe people per- 
form great atchievements in diftant caravan- 
faries, or, perhaps they are fometimes aflilt- 
ed by nature-as wełl as.more fkilful phyficians. 

The feller of.balfams, who knew the world, 
gained the keeper of the firft enclofure of the 
palace by a piece of gold, and inftantly cured 
a broken-winded horfe which was kept in the 
ftable for fRow. He 'cut off the ears of two 
dogs, and the tails of two cats, and gave 
relief to a parrot who was fubjećt to the falling - 
ficknefs. 

An old eunuch came to get three ftumps 
pulled out, and the operator holding them in 
hishand, fhewed' them, faying, at the fame time, 
with a very cemical air; < if any one has too 
many, I will take them away; if any one 
«wants fome, I have them.” When the fifh, 
after being fhewn to the Caliph, was delivered 
to the cook, the fkilful quack, encouraged by 
innumerable.little inftances of fuccefs, had al- 
ready got into the third enclofure. He there 
became a fubjećt of amufement te the young 
pages, who threw at him the balls with which 

they were playing ; but he caught them in the 
air, and put them in his cap. The youths 
came under pretence of taking them from 
him, and fixed a long pledget to his back. 
This was a fubjedł of triumph to him; he took 
VoL. IV. Dd it 
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itaway, and balanced it upon his forehead, 
always efcaping from thofe who wifhed to lay 
hold on him, and carrying the balls in his cap. 

"'The burfts of laughter which he excited 
were heard in the palace, and fpread the fame 
'of his little talents. A błack eunuch came 


„and pulled him by the fleeve, opened a fmalH 


'door, and condućted him into an apartment 
very neatly. furnifhed. [here he found a 
„handfome female flave, very well dreffed, and 
who ftill had fome pretenfions to youth :— 
«« have you,” faid fhe, <* any cafes of falfe 
teeth, ready made?” <« Yes I have,”* replied 
the expert workman : ** there is no kind of 
delight which a woman may not always find 
in my packet; but you, fair lady, feem to 
want notbing.”—* Oh! that's becaufe I have 
full cheeks; but a fluxion has deprived me of 
. omy teeth,and as I amvery chearful and dare not 
laugh, this gives me great uneafinefs. —** We 
will reftore to you your good humouwr, and all 
the gracefulnefs with which it isaccompanied: I 
intend that it fhall be difplayed acrofs thirty= 
two ftringed pearls; but allow me to put my 
hand into your mouth.—O ! what good for- 
tune ! there only remains one ftump. I never 
had a more agrecable opportunity of gaining 

honour to myfelf ; fit down.” 
He then drew threć or four cafes from a 
box. "«* Here is what you want; when I 
made 
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made this cafe, I was thinking on a pretty 
month like yours; you fee my thoughts are 
fometimes very: pleafant.” So faying, he very 
dexteroufly placed in her mouth a cafe which 
fuited her exaćtly, and which was fo firmly 
fixed that one would have thought they had 
taken root. "The flave took a mirror, and hav-- 
ing looked at herfelf, was quite delighted.. 
« Flow,” faid fhe, ** fhall I be able to eat?” 
—ic make a trial; there is fome fruit and 
fome cake upon a table*—« But—yes—I can 
eat. Oh+ how charming this is! I fhall never 
fmile without thinking on you. ——« That 
will give me great pleafure ; for I am not al- 
ways thought of with fmiles.*—« I fhall give. 





- gou nothing at prefent;” faid the flave, «for I 


wifh you very foon toreturn. Tellthe porter that. . 
you wifh to fpeak to [halida. Lam the firft wo=- 
man belonging to the Caliph'$ daughter, and 
all the. porters fhall have orders to admit you. 
to me. I leave you at prefent, for my miftrefs 
is about to fit down 'to table, and I muft go ta- 
ferve her.” 

It was not money which the cunning den- 
tift wanted, but to be admitted into the in-- 
terior part of the palace. He was about to 
have his wilh gratińed, and his prefence would. 
be defired ; but this was not enough, he will: 
make it be expected. | 

D.d 2. Wken. 
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When Thalida returned to her miftrefz: 
dinner was ferved up, and the Karmout was: 
upon the table. The flaves related to the: 
princefs the tricks of the comical phyfician; 
which had. amufed the young people in the- 
morning. Thalida, who was oppofite to her 
miftrefs, when fhe heard of the balancing of the 
pledget burft into fo immoderate a fit of laugh- 
ter that an opportunity was given of immedi— 
ateły difplaying all the riches with which 
her mouth was newly adorned. <« What t 
"Thalida,” faid the princefs, << have you got 
teeth laft night ?*—« It did nat happen at 
pight, Madam, but by day. ?*—** Come near 3. 
how ! they are realły teeth; bite the end of 
my. fingers.— u truth, they make themfelves 
be felt: this is very extraordinary ; how did 
it happen ?*— [he man the boys were playing 
upon niade this fhewy. fet of teeth for me in a 
moment. lhey.are fixed fomewhat better than 
the pledget which was-hung to his fhoulder.” 
_ "Lhe curtofty of the princefs would undoubt« 
edly have carried her farther, but finding 
the fifh excellent, and eating of it too cagerly, . 
a bone ftnck in her throat, and obliged. 
her to rife from table. Nature at frft: 
exerted all its efforts to drive back the foreign 
fubftance, but they were fruitlefs. "The little 
means of afliftance which are ufually had res 
courie ta in fuch accidents were afterwards. 
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employed, but all in wain. The eunuch, . 
«who attended the Princefs as furgeon, em= 
ployed firft his dexterity and then his in-- 
ftruments ; but he onły occafioned more pain, 
without bringing any relief. The Caliph at 
length arrived in perfon, accompanied by 
the whole. faculty. The refources of the 
art were in vain exhaufted to bring afhftancey , 
and the Caliph, threatened with the lofs of” 
his daughter was in the utmoft diftrefs. His: 
wife, the mother of Zad-il-I)raide, came to: 
add, by the extravagance of her grief, to the - 
afilićtion occafioned by the defperate fituation « 
of the young and beautiful princefs. 

« Madam;” faid Thalida to the Caliph's -. 
fpoufe, * if the dentift who came here this - 
morning, and: who promifed to return in the 
afternoon, were -here, he would very foon 
bring relief to my. dear-mittrefs, and difpell all * 
eur fears.” «« What probability is there in wat. 
you fay:?* anfwered the afflicted mother: 
« does this man know more than the sbydia 
cians*of the palace or thofe of Bagdad who 
have been called hither ? .with what inftrument 
could he find where this bone is?” << With his - 
hand, Madam ; it is fo fmall that it would go 
into an egg, and his fingers are fo flender that 
they would pafs through the eye of a needle 
like a thread of filk : his ikin is fo foft that he 
feems to carefs every thing he touches ; in: 

bDd3 fhort : 


318. ARABIAN TAŁES% 


fhort he feems to have no bones.” «* But, wherm- 
is this man.?” faid theSultannefs : « it is four 


hours,” anfwered. Thalida, << fnce he left this- 


place, and .he has a confzderable intereft in re- _ 


turning ; but as admittance.may be refufed him. 
at the palace gates, I.will go to meet him, and. 
remove every obftacle.” | 
So faying, Thalida flew away and. appeared. 
again in a moment, leading by the hand the. 
artift whom fhe wifhed toemploy. He had the 
fame light and flender figure as in the morning, . 
but he had afhumed a greater gravity of car— 
riage, and.his countenance, far from exhibiting. 
the character of ftupidity, indicated a mind ca- 
pable of reflećtion. << Is that the man you 
fpoke of?” faid the Caliph to-Fhalida. <le 
is,” replied (he; << he will fave her life; I an- 
fwer for it with my- own.” © 'Uhis furgeon,” 
faid.the Galiph, << muft:likewife anfwer for it 
with his.” <« My life, Sir,” replied the man. 
whom 'Thalida patronifed, '« is important to 
me, though to many people of'your court I 
may have appeared nothing but a buffoon ; and 
therefore your majefty will allow me to ap- 
proach the princefs, that I may afcertain the 
depth to which the bone has reached.”” << W.hen 
you have feen her,” replied the Całiph, <« you 
will give the fame anfwer with the reft.”* «<Com- 
mander of the faithful ! I will fpeak for my- 
felf; I copy no man.” "The expert furgeon 
then 
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then' approached and examined the princefsj 
and immediately. returned:to the Caliph. « If 
I promife, upon my life, to the moft powerful 
monarch of the earth, that his only daughter 
fhall be delivered from danger, may I hope fromr 
his goodnels that. he will.grant me life for life, | 
and fave from deftrućtion.one that is more pre 
cious to me than my own” «£ Yes,” exclaim= 
ed the Caliph, << though it were the life of a 
criminal who had.dared to lift his hand againft. 
myfelf.” <©T am far,” faid the furgeon,.** from 
wiihing to fave the life of a criminal: but, 
augult fovereign, this is not all. If. the prin- 
cefs delivered from her prefent. danger, fhall at 
the fame time inftantly recover her frefhnefs, 
chearfulnefs, and appetite, would it not be pro- 
per that the man for whofe prefervation I am 
concerned fhould recover your good graces, if 
I can prove that he has been removed from 
them by intrigue.” << Lcannot conceive,” faid 
the Caliph, «* who the perfon is of whom you 
kave to fpeak; but cure my daughter, and I 
promife you every thing,” 

You will think with me, princes, faid 
the prince of Damas, interrupting his narra- 
tion, that it was.eafy for. the furgeon to find 
the bone where he had made it enter; for it 
may well be fuppofed that this extraordinary 
perfon having under the charaćter of a fifher- 
man_.goót the karmout introduced into the pa- 

lace, 
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lace, had, by its means, ocecafioned this accident" 


which enabled him to fhew himfelf both fkill- 
ful and obliging. 


In a moment-the bone came 'into his hand ;. 


and fo little pain did the princefs feel in the 


operation, that one woułd' have :'thought- the - 


bone was itfelf eager to come out. A glafs of 


water, and three drops of a very powerful. 


elixir finifhed this fpeedy operation ; arrd a piece 


of linen, fteeped in the fame liquor, removed ' 
the infłammation of the eyes, and the fwelling 
of the eye-lids, and reftored complete frefhnefs-- 


to the fkin. The princefs appeared more beau- 


tiful than ever, and fhe felt her appetite, which - 
the accident had deftroyed, return'with great 
keennefs.. 'Thalida'triumphed- in the. fuccefs . 


of the man fhe protećted ;.the Caliph and the 


princefs his wife were in extafies of joy ;. the- 
phyficians of the court retired:in confufion; . 
and the whole palace refeunded with fhouts of. 


Joy: | 


One man only appeared not to carry his joy. 
to excefs : this was the performer of the cure ' 
which had made.them all fo happy. He wait-- 


ed till the Caliph had feveral times embraced 
and congratulated his danghter, and fuddenly 
came to fall „at: his feet, as foon as he faw that 
he might do fo, without caufing any embarafi- 
ment. << Commander of the-faithful !” faid he, 
« you.owe me the pardon. of a man, which 

wilł 
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wilł do no violence to your jufłice, if your ma» 
'jefty will look at the juftification of him who is 
expofed by intrigue to your wrath. Here are 
the writings, of which a copy has been fent to. 
the Grand Vizier ; but this minifter wifhes the 
throne of Damas to be beftowed upon his 
fon-in-law. In reality, my mafter, the King of 
Damas, has punifhed faithlefs managers who 
divided among themfelves the produce of the 
eftablifhrnents made by virtuous and pious 
Muffelmen, for the relief of the poor, and the 
decoration of the worfhip. "To reftore every 
thing to good order, it was neceflary to take 
pofłeflion of the regifters of an adminiftration 
full of abufes, and depofe the direćtors ; yet 
this opportunity has been chofen for calumni+ 
ating him. You will find the fignature of the 
men who: have dared to do fo, among thofe of 
the moft notortous prevaricators, in fatisfaćtory 
documents, of which I lay the originals at your 
feet. Juftice ! O great fovereign ! do juftice 
to my mafter the King of Damas. The hum- 
bleft of his flaves, who reckons himfelf too hap= 
py in having had it in his power to ferve you, 
afpires to no other recompenfe.” 

The Caliph remained in great embarrafi- 
ment, a bufioon was announced to him, and 
this bufłoon had tied him down by his word of 
konour. He had likewife promifed the crown 
ai. lDamas to. the Vizier's fon-in-law, and the 

prefenż> 
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prefent pofleffor could lofe it only with his life. 
He felt that he had done this with too little 
confideration ; and convincing documents were 
delivered to him, which he opened, and curfo- 
rily read over. He faw fhocking"villanies which 
they had not thought proper to explain to him : 
he went into his apartment, and ordered the 
man who had curęd his daughter to accompany 
him. 

When they were goi into the clofet, he de-. 
manded to know what was the ftranger's name.. 
«« Sire,” anfwered he, « my name is Beka- 
mar ; and Iam Zineb-il-Mourath's flave and. 
furgeon.” <« Why did he' fend youhither ? Why 
did he deliver papers of fuch importance to his. 
furgeon "= My mafter, Sire, did not fend' 
me nor deliver to me any.papers. I was fur» 
geon to a Jew, named Samuel; againft whem: 
the.people were ftirred up, and who faw that: 
his death was a neceflary facrifice to the public 
tranquilhity. He delivered me this memorial,. 
and thefe papers. << "The King” faid he, ** has 
copies of them, but lock them up, and they 
may one day be ufeful to you. When I learn- 
ed that my mafter's enemies attacked him be-. 
fore your majefty, I depended upon your juf- 
tice and his innocence. But the pride and 
confidence difplayed by his enemies foon con-. 
wnced me that they'had fome grounds of 
tiumph. Abetook myfelf to this płace, and. 

acted: 
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acćted a part which would enable me to get in- 
troduced every where for the purpofe of ob- 
taining information. It has happily led me to : 
be of fervice to your majefty ; and if I can ob- 
tain the reftoration of my kind mafter Zineb- 
il-Mourath to your good graces, I will then be 
recompenfed beyond my defert or expećtation.” 
<< Bekamar,” faid the Caliph, << your fove- 
reign is very fortunate in having fo intelligent 
and well affećted a fubjećt as you are. If you 
are not drawn towards him by an unalterable 
attachment, I offer you, at my court, every 
advantage which you can defire. Be not 
afraid that I will be rafh in the determination 
I form concerning the complaints which have 
been fent me from Damas. I will not decide tiH 
I have enquired into the affair, fo that I may 
be able to purge my divan from the corruption 
which has been introduced into it; and the 
King of Damas fhall know what you have 
done for him. What order do you wifh to 
have upon my treafurer?” <<'The moft trif- 
łing ring which may have belonged to your 
majefty is all I requires any other recom- 
penfe would diminifh the fatisfaćtion I enjoy 
by having had it in my power to do you fer= 

vice.” 
The Caliph took a fuperb ring from his 
little finger. « O commander of the faithful ?* 
fad 
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faid Bekamar, making a profound bow, * one 
much lefs fine would have been fuffcient for 
me. But the richnefs of the gift points out 
the ufe I ought to make of it.” So faying, he 
withdrew. | 

Thalida was waiting at the door of the Ca- 
liph's apartment, to thank him, to congra- 
tulate him on hisfuccefs, and to make him a 
more ample acknowledgement. 

«« Amiable lady!” faid he, with a tone 
which no longer refembled that of the dentift, 
«« the Caliph, after granting me every thing 
that I defired from him,.has made me a prefent 
to give to the „perfon who faved, in faćt, the 
life of the princefs. It was you; I only lent 
my hand ; and therefore this ring is yours.” 
While Thalida was confidering the magnif- 
cence of the brilliant, her benefaćtor made his 
efcape, and retired to fome corner of Bagdad, 
to obierve the conlequer.ce of the events. 

The Grand Vizier being convićted of infin- 
oerity, and breach of truft, was beheaded 3; 
the firft ufher was difpatched to Damas with 
the moft fatisfaćtory letters to the fovereign, 
and orders to put to death thofe criminals who 
bad been fpared. A private letter pafled a 
thoufand encomiums on the abilities and zeal 
of the furgeon Bekamar. '[he King of Damas 
could not conjećture who this man could be 

about 
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about whom fo many things were told by 
the meflenger from Bagdad and his retinue, 
and to whom they brought a letter from Tha- 
lida, no doubt a very affećłionate one, with- 
out knowing to whom to deliver it. 

My father and mother were difcourfing a- 
bout him with my great-grandmother, who was 
not yet fufhciently acquainted with the pilgrim, 
and who never fufpećted that he had more 
than one face. It would have fruftrated his 
own defigns, if he had fhewn her every thing 
he could do. She faid, however, asif by a 
kind of inftinćt. << This Bekamar, whom the 
King mentions, the pilgrim and I, co-operate 
in producing the fame end. 'Ihe King has re= 
covered the good graces of the Caliph; this 
muft have been obtained by fome means or 
other; and he well fees that he has done his 
duty with refpećt to us, fince nothing was 
afked from him. ven the prefent of the 
Caliph has not been accepted. '[his is a 
ftriking feature.” | 

The King of Damas, at length delivered 
from his enemies, and his fears, and fuppof- 
ing he owed the re-eftablifament of his for- 
tune chiefły to the prayers of my great-grand- 
mother, appointed to her lodgings in the pa- 
lace, near the apartment of her grand daugh- 
ter, and allowed her, as much as fhe had 
a mind, to accompany the funeral proceflions, 
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go to fay her prayers among the tombs. Her 
zeal, in this refpećt, increafed ; fhe accepted 
whatever was ofiered to her as if fhe had been 
deftitute of every thing, and diftributed what 
- fhe received among the poor. In the ftreets, a 
crowd was always gathered around the faint: 
this fuccefs, and the hope of vifiting Mecca 
by the next caravan, made her the happieft 
woman upon earth : fhe went every day to 
take a turn in the Kan, that fhe might obferve 
if her pilgrim was returned. 

My mother became pregnant, and had a 
very happy delivery, of which I was the fruit. 
I was born, undoubtedly, under a ftar of very 
malignant influence ; for at my birth I was de- 
livered over to our wicked enemy. My great- 
grandmother was continually rambling and 
prattling about my cradłe, and was even more 
afliduous in her attentions than my nurfe. As 
foon as my eyes were opened to the light, fhe 
endeavoured to divęrt me with amufing ob- 
jećts; when I could walk, fhe led me by the 
hand ; and fhe related to me tales and ftories, 
as focn as I was capable of giving attention. 
In fhort, fhe got fo entire pofłefion of me, 
that it was impoflible for us to be feparated. 

My father and mother's family encreafed 
every year. 'They themfelves watched over 
the attentions which were paid to my brothers 
and fiftersz I was wholly committed to the 

care 
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ef my great-grandmother ; fhe taught me to. 


read and write; for being accuitomed to. 
draw verfes of the Alcoran on bits of vellum, 


fhe came at length to form her characters 
with the greateft delicacy. At that time fhe 


thought herfelf a widow. ** Alas! my poor: 


pilgrim !” faid fhe; < he was old, and he has 
undergone too much labour |! You have loft a 


good grandfather, who would have taught you. 


the fine things, which I have feen performed 
by him.” * But, grandmother, in the tales 
which you relate to me, the magicians do 
fuch things as he performed ; was he a magi- 


cian?” «« Magicians never have a virtuous. 


love for women, as that dear man had for me. 


'Fhrough refpećt, child, he would never touch, 


the point of my finger ; and befides, the people 
you have mentioned never make the pilgri- 
mage to Mecca, for they know that they are 
curfed by the Alcoran.” 

. When I was able to accompany my grand- 
mother in her walks, if I could not keep up 


with her, and mingle with the mourners at: 


the funerals, fhe put me into the hands of 
my nurfe, under the protećtion of two ftrong 
flaves, in a place where I could admire how 
wełl fhe counterfeited forrow. She after- 
wards conducted me to the tosmbs, and made 
me repeat aloud after her the Ilfathea, and 
the Ilcathme. | | 
SEZ: _ Lgave 
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I gave very little attention to thefe cere- 
monies, being naturally of a carelefs di(- 
pofition ; but in return, the ftories which 
fhe related when we returned home were very 
agrecable to me, and this was the onły cul- 
sivation which my mind received from her.. 
As for the reft, fhe was good only with my 


mother and me; we could neverbein the wrong 


with her, but towards her own flaves fhe was 


cruel and unmerciful. AsI heard the com- 
mon people call her a faint, I conceived a very 
extraordinary idea of fuch a character. 

Years pafied on, and the time at length 
arrived when my eyes were to be opened in 
part to the mifery of my lot, and when my 
father and mother were to be punifhed, with 
out knowing how, or by whom, for aban- 
doning me, in a manner which, on the fuppof- 
tion that their wills were free, was fo foolifh 
on their part. 

_I had almoft attained my fifteenth year. 
Being confidered by the people of my grand- 
father's court as one of thofe priąces who are 
devoted to the profeffion of a dervife, nobody 
was attached to me; and I was left entirely to 
the company of my great-grandmother. We 
were one day coming out together from a 
tomb, whither we had entered alone, when 
fomething more terrifying than a fpećtre made 


its. appearance. This was the Armenian 
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chant, whom I knew folely from the defcrip- 
tion given of him by my great-grandmother, 
but whofe air and countenance appeared to me 


'a5 rueful as his beard was white. 


At fight of him my great-grandmother had 
almofł fainted : «« It isa dead man! it is a' 
dead man!” exclaimed fhe. << No,” faid the: 
pretended Armenian, feizing her roughly by 
the arm, *© it is not a dead man; but you 
will be a dead woman, if you don't take care.” 
« Whence. come you; wretched man, after: 
having kept me fifteen ycars in expećtation ? 
Was it kind thus to decetve a virtuous woman 
ike me ?—%« Hold. your peace, you outra= 
geous faint, or with one word I will make your 
tongue eleave to the roof of your mouth. I 
have no time to lofe here : I am come for my 
fon.—«Your fon | When did you marry me,, 
you deceiver,. to-have a child by me? Come 
and do me juftice before the Cadi, and you. 
fhall have the child. *—'* Marry you ! you old 


; fool! you: decrepid fkeleton! living monu- 


ment of the antiquity of the world ! fcandal of. 
the creation ! fprung from the mud of the de-. 
luge ! give me my child:*—« You fhall fooner: 
łiave my life, you villain: I will caufe you 
be crucifńied here, as- 6 murdtrer of your 
pretended-fon and me.” So faying, fhe held 
me locked in herarms. Fear rendercd me in- 
capable of motion : fuddenly the cyes of the; 
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Armenian were infłamed with rage, his beard: 
was covered with foam ; he gave my great- 
arandmother a blow, which overturned us. 
both, without feparating us. 

My eyes were open for a moment to our 
difafter. My great-grandmother was tranf- 
formed into an ofier bafket, long enough for 
me to be ftretched out in it; her legs and 
arms formed the cords by which I was*kept in 
it; and her ftring of beads reprefented the two- 
handles. Our executioner gave the bafket a 
blow with his foot, fufhcient to have fet a 
mountain. a rolling. We went through the 
air, and did not leave this element till we were 
hurled into the fatal fountain.. 

My whole: body was bruifed by the dreadful 
blow I received in falling; but the ufe of my 
faculties was preferved, that I might fee my 
_ poor great-grandmother all bloody, and hang- 
ing on a tree, to ferve as food for the crows. 
I immediately fell into a fwoon. I believe, my 
dear companions in misfortune, that an exaćł 
account of thofe fufferings which. this monfter 
caufed me endure would only add to your 
own mifery. After bringing me hither, he 
left me for, three weeks, in a fituation betwixt 
.Mfe and death, and fubjeęćt te the moft excru- 
ciating tortures, from the fraćtures and bruifes 
which he had occafioned in every part of my 
body. I remained in appearance without feel- 
! ing z 
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ing; I could neither fpeak, nor make the 
fmalleft fignificant gefture. He took advan- 
tage of this fituation to endeavour to per- 
fuade me that he was my real father, and thaś 
he had only taken me away from people hurt- 
ful to my real interefts, who had given me fo 
bad an education, and inftilled into my mind 
fuch falfe principles ;. in: fhort, he wifhed to 
perfuade me that it was become neceffary to: 
wound and bruife me, in order to give me 4 
new fhape. All thefe difcourfes he held m 
an unconnećted manner, as if he had been 
talking to himfelf ; and he failed not to inter= 
mingle with them mournful complaints, con= 
cerning the dreadful fituation in which he faw 
me.  Befides, he watched me day and night, 
drefled my wounds, and took care of me with 
the appearance of the greateft affećtion: 
but it was impoflible for me to be deceived by 
him, for the misfortune of my poor great 
grandmother had made me too. well acquainted 
with the monfter's character. 

From the different hiftories which I have 
now heard, I am fenfble that my education 
was. very much neglećted. , In this refpećt, I 
am under fome kind of obligation to him. A 
natural obftinacy of difpofition, which had 
not been fubdued, would never allow me to 
depart from thofe opinions which I had once 
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embraced ; and I was in like manner the flave 
of my pafhons. 
It is now eafy for you to fuppofe in what 


manner I anfwered ali the eavils and attentions. _ 


of my pretended father, when he reftored me. 
to life, after having tired. me by a feries of ill 


treatment, of which, though charitable in ap-. 


pearance, every ftep was more painful than an— 
ether. In every cafe, it became impofhble for- 
him to overcome me : wher”he carefled me E 
treated him with fournefs and. eontempt 3: 
when he puni(hed me, I became incapable of 


feeling, from having been expofed: to too great- 


fuffering. He-wifhed to:caufe me labour; but 


I would. do nothing: «*« What need have I to: 


learn calculations,” would I fay ; <* I am che 


fon of a king, and others. will calculate for: 


me.” He gave me a blow : *« Give me a. 
more fevere one ; treat me as you.did my great= 
grandmother ; don't you remember her ? was 
not you. her pilgrim.?* He had undoubtedly. 


taken his refolution: with regard:to me, for he - 


anfwered: without hefitationz ** you do your= 


felf jultice; you are not better. than fhe was, . 
and you fhall be treated in the fame manner.” 
Saying this, he gave me another blow, at: 
which: I fainted, and he took advantagć of my: 
fituation to drag. me into his abominable- 


well. 
It. 
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It is impoffible for me, as well as for you, 
princes, to afcertain the time I continued 
there : but as I had no beard when I went 
there, and I awaked with a pretty long one, 
my fleep cannot have been very fhort. I find' 
that it has, in no refpećt, affećted my faculties. 
My memory recalls only the ideas of my in- 
fancy; but my underitłanding has ceafed ta 
confider them as a child would do. 

Not a fingle fagt has been related by you 
which has not excited in me fome refłećtion ; 
and I have learned more from you in the fpace 
of two hours, than I did in the fix years which 
I may have fpent in this place. I perceive 
wherein all our parents have erred ; and after 
my example, you may explain their condućt, as 
I am going to do that of my great-grandmother. 


„She was transformed into a bafket of ofier, I 


was placed within it, her arms and legs ferved 
as bands, and her ftring of beads conftituted 
the handles of the bafket. At the fight of this 
image, it is evident to me that my great» 
grandmother delivered me bound head and 
feet to Maugraby, and that the ftring of beads 
was the means thereof. 'Ihe good woman 
muttered fome words and expreflions. It is not 
wholly in fpeaking ; from what I have obfer= 
ved, there is nothing fo dangerous as to make 
figns and pronounce words, without knowing. 
what is faid or done. 
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As to the reft, princes, a common calamity 
kas brought us together : but after what Hea- 
ven has done for us, we ought to be confident 
that it will deliver us from the hands of our 
tyrant, though he fhould inftantły appear arm- 
ed with all the-powers which are under his 
command, provided we all fx oppofe, in 
the name of Mahomet, what he fhould wifh 
todo. I hope that we would fee him again 
much abafhed ; but wę would neither be re- 
venged, nor reftored to our friends, after 
which we ought alł to afpire. "The prince 
Habid-il-Rouman has told us that a hara, 
chained by the foot, perfuaded him to fly to 
our alhftanee. We muft -haften to give relief 
to this beneficent counfellor, from whom we 
may get fome information, and who will 
undoubtedly join with us againft our common 
enemy. | 

The advice of the prince of Damas was 
chearfully followed by Elabid-il- Rouman and 
the other princes. lhey went to Maugraby's 
apartment, entered the great aviary, and 
came round to the hara, who clapped its wings 
when it beheld them. [hey wifhed to free it 
from its chains; «£ that is impofhble for you,” 
faid the generous bird, now become patient 
under misfortune,” I can fupport my condition 
provided you will take me from this diagree- 
able prifon. Carry me away on my flick, and 
let 
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let us all go and place ourfelves in a more con- 
venient fituation, where I may communicate 
to you my tale of wóe, and thereby poińt out 
the fure means of taking advantage of our ty- 
rants abfence, to remove the dangers with 
which we are threatened.” 

The fix princes carried the hara with them, 
and returned to the hall of the fountains.— 
They there fat down oppofite to the bird, who 
refumed its difcourfe, and thus began the re- 
citał of its adventures : 


Hifłory of tbe dmurs of Maugraby with Sier 
of the Planets j, daugbier of tke King of 
Egypt. 


I am a woman, and I was born a princefs. 
My father was the fóvereign of the powerful 
kingdóm of Egypt. He governed with wif- 
dom and goodnefs, but was fo devoted. to the 
idol Baal, that he exhaufted his treafure in 
erećting to him, within his own palace, a 
temple, the magnificence of which was alto- 
gether unrivalled upon earth. "Ihe colofial 
ftatue of this pretended divinity was of folid 
gołd, adorned with precious ftones of inef- 
timable value ; and two carbuncles fet in dia- 
monds conftituted its eyes. "The altar of Baał 


ł SiRer of the planets; in Arabic, Auheta-il-Kaaukib. 
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was daily ftained with the blood of new facri- 
fices. 

I was the only furviving child of my father ; 
at the age of nine years, I at once loft my mo- 
ther and my governefs. 'T[he latter, who-was 
born a Mahometan, and greatly attached, in 
her heart, to the religion of the Prophet, had 
endeavoured in private to acquaint me with its 
beauties, and make me relifh its precepts. 
When fhe felt her end draw near, ** My dear 
child,” faid fhe to me, <* with great regret do 
I now leave you expofed to be drawn away to 
all the abominations of idolatry. Accept from 
me this book ; conceał it as carefully as I have 
done, and when memory recalls me to your 
thoughts read a chąpter of it; but take care 
that you are not obferved.” I received the 
_Alcoran from her hands, and went to put it in 
a cheft of which I alone had the key : but un- 
happily my curiofity in fearch of the truths 
contained in this book was very foon extin- 
guifhed. $ 

My governefs was foon replaced by a Per- 
fian flave, who pofłefied every natural and ac- 
quired advantage, and whom my father kad 
purchafed a fhort time before ; fhe employed 
the mofł extraordinary attention and pains to 
gain my affećtłion, and to promote my know- 
ledge. She had made me at twelye years of 


age; 
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age, what is called a prodigy among perfons of 
my own fex, in every kind of inftruCtion of 
which at that period of life they are fufceptible. 
Nothing could have been more fortunate for me 
if fhe had ftopped there ; but fhe excited in me 


_ a curiofity for what is called geomancy, and 


ufed infinite addrefs to infpire me with a de- 
cided liking for this dangerous fcience. 

I was fubjećt to diftrefhinz dreams, and com- 
plained of them to her, who propofed to deli- 
ver me from them without ufing any remedy. 
« You will dream,” faid fhe, ** as agrecably as 
you have a mind, by employing the fimpleft 
means. You will compofe a nofegay *; for 
example, you will afort different flowers which 
I (hall mention to you, and of which I fhalł 
fhew you the meaning. You will place them 
as I will teach you, in fuch a manner that one 
flower placed under another fhaH be fo arran- 
ged as to continue there as if fubjećted to its 
power. In the evening you will carry your 
nofegay to the feet of the idol of Baal, by the 
door of your apartment which communicates 
with the temple. I will accompany you thi- 
ther, and will provide incenfe for the divinity. 
I will teach you two words to pronounce 
aloud, which will ferve you inftead of a prayer; 


* "This fimbolical manner of exprefling one's thoughts by 
flowers isvery much ufed in fome parts of Afia. 
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they will be heard, and your requeft will be 
granted. You will return, bringing your nofe- 
gay along with you, to your apartment; you 
will put it under your pillow, and inftead of 
difagreeable ideas, your dreams will be highly 
pleafant and delightful. You will .be greatly 
aftonifhed, princefs, when in the morning I 
fhall tell you every thing you fhall have dreamt: 
but in this there is nothing wonderful, except 
the goodnefs and power of the god who fhall 
have enabled you to fee or hear whatever was 
written on the nofegay. When we have made 
the frft trial, I will teach you the way of ex- 
prelling your thoughts by the arrangement of 
flowers, as well as you could do by writing. 
They are charming characters to embloy, and 
at the fame time, they are a very agreeable 
amufement. In Perfia, if we have a lover, we 
drop a nofegay' from a window, and by its com- 
pofition make him acquainted with the fenti- 
ments of our mind. The Perfian flave, by 
communicating to me her fecret, diffufed the 
poifon in my heart: I wifhed immediately to 
make a trial of the nofegay, and I met with 
all imaginable fuccefs. Next morning my go- 
vernefs came and found me in bed, greatly de- 
lighted with the pleafant night I had fpent. 
ohe put her hand under my pillow, pulled out 
the nofegay I had placed there, appeared tą 
ftudy it, and having done what was neceflary 

to 
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to comprehend its meaning, thus explained to 
me my dream, *« You were in one of the moft 
delicious places in the environs of Mafler, upon 


the borders of the great canal. Y ou were feat-- 


ed on a green bank covered with flowers, and 
looked with pleafure at the boats as they pafled 
and repafled upon the canal. Near you wasa 
pear tręe loaded with the fineft fruit, the rich 
branches of which bended towards you : you 
plucked fome of the fruit and found it excel-- 
lent. Oppofite to you was a large bee-hive : 
fwarms of bees came from it and rofe into the 
air, which they made refound with their hum= 
ming : a dreadful combat at length arofę 
among them, with which. you were greatly die 
verted, and when it was finifhed you awoke.” 

It may eafily be fuppofed with what plea- 
fure I heatd my dream and all its circumftan= 
ces thus repeated. From this moment, I bee 
came, fo'to fpeak, the fervant of my own flave; 
I eagerly devoured whatever fhe endeavoured 


to teach me, and under pretence of improving:. 


my fkill in geomancy, I became, by her means, 
a moft powerful mągician ; and was even able 
to explain with eafe all fuch books as we find 
in this place, and to perform every operation 
which is pointed out in them. ' But, in parti 
cular, I empłoyed a part of the day in compof- 
ing with great care the nofegay which was ta 
procure me an agreeable night. Alas! how 
4 dear 
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dear have I paid for my enjoyment! I allowed 
myfelf to be drawn on from one error to ano- 
ther, placed entire confidence in my dangerous 
governefs, and lent my heart as well as my ear 
to the ftories which fhe related. I was infa- 
tuated with the idea of thofe male genies whofe 
adventures fhe related : I even indulged the 
extravagant curiofity of fo arranging the flow- 
ers in one of my nofegays as to bring one of 
them to me, and carried the fatal compofition 
to the foot of the idol. j 


I cannot defcribe the deception produced by 


this dangerous imprudence : My fenfes were 
quite ravifhed with it. Among the objects 
which it prefented to my view, that which 
wholly overcame me was, the fight of a being 
whom I would have taken for a man, had not 
his body appeared wholly illuminated. He 
fell at my feet, and prefented me with a nofe- 
gay on which were exprefled the moft tender 
fentiments of love. I deranged the flowers 
which I had received, to try to give an anfwer; 
but in a moment they combined of their own 
accord, fo as even to improve upon the flat= 
- tering and affećting things which had produced 
fuch an effećt on my heart. 

I awoke deeply enamoured of the fantafticał 
objećt whom at the feet of Baal I defired to be 
 fent to me; and my thoughts were wholly oc= 
cupied about him for fome days. I was think- 


1 
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ing of drawing his attention to me by a new ' 
arrangement oś flowers, when, one night, have 
ing been obliged to go to bed without a nofe- 
gay, I was terrified by a dream, which in no 
sefpećł refembled' any of thofe I had pro- 
cured for myfelf. My former governefs ap- 
peared to me in a vifion, fhe took all the books 
to which the Perfian flave had direćted my at- 
tention, and, before my eyes, threw them into a 
pit from which iffued a devouring fłame. She 
łed me to my cheft, and forced me to take from 
it the Alcoran. When I caft my eyes upon 
the book, I could not read the firft line of it;. 
and my ancient governefs (eemed to raife her 
eyes to heaven, and exclaimed : «« O God ! my 
daughter, you are ruined and undone |! you 
have fubjećcted yourfelf to the flavery of Baal.”” 
The Perfian (flave entered and found me 
much agitated, and. in a great perfpiration : I 
communicated to her my vifion ; and fhe burft 

into laughter. <« O: my dear princefs ! faid fhe,, 
«« this is a trick of Nakaronkir, one of the 
worft genies in the creation, one of the vileft. 
flaves of this Mahomet, who, to convert the 
world. to his religion, has ravaged the hałf of 
it with the fword. When; princefs, we en- 
deavour, by means of. the profound fciences,. 
and with the aid of mediating fpirits, to ele-. 
wate ourfelves to the higher fpheres, we are. 
then expofęd to the attacks of this demon. 
Ef3 Maho+ 
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Mahomet and his Nakaronkir, who attempt ta. 
terrify us with dreams, and to turn. us afide 
from the good path which they themfelves have 
not followed. I am going to compofe a nofe- 
gay and a perfume, which will place you beyond 
the reach of their temptations : and as you tell 
me you have an Alcorap, by burning it at the 
feet of the image of Baal, we will need no other 
aromatics.” 

I was compłetely blinded by my. dangerous 
governefs, and let her compofe the nofegay,. 
without ftudying in the leaft to comprehend its 
meaning. I delivered the Alcoran to her with- 
out even opening it s; and we went together to 
the temple. As foon as I entered it I was 
feized withr a fhivering, which I imputed to the 
coldnefs of the place. We placed. our flowers 
at the foot of the altar, and my impious mif- 


trefs caufęd me throw the Mahometan.book of 


- faith into the flames of a burning pan. < Curfe 

Mahomet together with me,” faid fhe ; ** curfe 
his impious fećt, and wifh that it. may vanilh 
into fmoke like the extravagant book wherein 


his wild fancies.and notions are contajned,”* 


While the book was burning, it diffufed a very 
agreeable fmell. <« Obferve,” faid the auda- 
'cious Perfian, ** how grateful a perfume we 
„ ofier up to Baal.” When the vapour began to 
rife as high as the head of the idol the ground 
- fuddenly fhook under our feet. © Let us pre- 


fume- 
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$fume in the entire fuccefs of our facrifice,” 
faid the woman, with a chearful air, by whom 
I allowed myfelf to be deceived ; << when a god 
gives the nod of approbation, the univerfe is 
fhaken. Let us go out, my dear princefs, 
our vićtory is certain.” 
My blind fubmiflion to every opinien of this 

woman prevented me from feeing the forced 
interpretation which fhe put upon the events 
we had juft witnefled. I afterwards recollećted 
a circumftance of which I did not take notice at 
the time; nameły, that, when I took up my nofe- 
gay, it had loft its frefhnefs. When I return- 
ed into my apartment, I quickly went to put 
it under my bed pillow, where it procured me, 
at night, the vifion by which I was wholly to 

be led aftray.. | 
As foon as fleep had weighed down my 
eye-lids, I faw a tall man, feated on a kind of 
throne ; his head was covered with. a huge 
turban of white muflin ; his one hand leaned 
on a quantity of books heaped up in a pile, 
and the other refted upon a collećtion of naked 
and bloody fabres; by his fide there was.a 
mule tied. to a ftake, and men drefied, every 
one differently from another, came to bow the 
knee, and worfhip before him. "Io each of 
them he delivered a book and afabre,and difmif- 
fed them with a ferocious air, fignifying to 
them, by his geftures, that he fent them to 
kill. 
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kill and deftroy. 'The word Alcoran was 
written on the back of the books. 'Ihis fcene 
appeared to me as if involved in a mift. 
Duddenly there arofe a bright light, which 
appeared to be produced by a luminous objećt 
defcending from the eaft. [I recognized it ta 
be the genie who had formerly appeared to me 
in a dream. At the fight of him, the perfon 
who fat upon the throne appeared to be much 
troubled, and arofe with great precipitation. 
Fis turban fell down, and difcovered his head, - 
which was entirely bald. He untied his mule, 
that he might mount her, and efcape : owing 
to the confufion he was in, he fat down with 
his head turned towards the tail, and, ftruck 
the lean flanks of his fteed with his heels; he 
did not, however, efcape fo faft; but that a 
black flave, who purfued him, fpit in his face. 
The cries of mockery and derifon, which I 
heard raifed on all fides, awaked me from 
fleep, and continued to refound in my ears, 
even after I was completely awake. 
Notwithftanding the furprife occafioned by 
this noife, I almoft inftantly fell afleep again, 
and was lulled by new vifions, all fitted to. 
pleafe and fłatter me. [I recollećk only one 
circumftance perfectly, namely, that my chi- 
merical lover, after having prefented me a 
nofegay, the fmell of which was extremely 
agrecable to me, fuddenly mounted a kind of 
| tiumphak 
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triumphal car, was carried up into the air, 
and difappeared. But he did not carry every 
thing along with him ; for in- the morning, 
when I fought for the nofegay of the preceding 
evening, which had been fo carefully placed 
under my pillow, it was not to be found, and 
that which I had feen in my dream appeared 
in its place. We have too important events 
to relate, to take up your time with a par- 
ticular account of the ftratagems employed by 
my-feducer. He embraced, with infnite ad- 
drefs, every means of leading my judgement 
aftray, of throwing my mind into perturbation, 
and of taking pofleflion of my foul, waiting 
till fome event (which foon happened) fhould 
force me to devote to him both my powa 
and liberty. 

"rhe King, my father, having no other 
child, wifhed to. give me a hufband capable of 
reigning over Egypt. He had in view, one of 
my coufins, a man of mature age, and highly 
efteemed by all the Egyptians on account of 
his valour, his application to bufinefs, and the 
propriety of his condućt ; and in marrying me 
to him, he intended to entruft to him the 
whole care of adminiftration. 

The character of my coufin, who was too 
grave, had procured him my efteem, but it 
had always prevented me from entertaining 
any other fentiments for him. His figure, 

though 
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though it difplayed grandeur and dignity, 
and filled me with awe and refpećt, yet it 
could not gain my affećtion; and in the fitu- 
ation to which I was reduced by my dangerous 
vifions, I would have refufed my hand to the 
faireft prince upoa earth. I learned, how- 
ever, that my marriage with my coufin was 
refolved upon; and, bathed in tears, I went 
to throw myfelf into the arms of my gover- 
nefs. 

The Perfian readily gave me confolation. 
«« [tis impofible, princefs,” faid (he, <€ that 
you who are fo learned, fo highly favoured by 
fpiritual beings, and fo peculiarly protećted 
by the god Baal, ihould be difpofed of like an 
ordinary woman. [I fhall do my endavour to 
be better acquainted with the celeftial lover 
who is attached to you. I will penetrate into 
his views with regard to you, and perhaps I 
fhall be able to inform you that the crown of 
Egypt is far bełow your notice. We will 
compofe a nofegay together,” continued fhe, 
6ć and carry it to the feet of the image of 
Baal: F will place it under my pillow, and it 
will attraćt your lover to me; I wiłl perhaps 
learn from him many thing concerning which 
h e purity of his intentions, and the delicacy 
of his love, will not permit him to explain him= 


elf freely to you.” 
_ Fwęnt 
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I went blindły into this new fnare, and next 


day my goverrefs came to me, with her heart * 


apparently fo full of happinefs that fhe could 
not contain it. She fat down at the foot of 
my bed: « O! lifign! liften!” faid fhe, 
« there will not be a woman upon earth fo 
happy, powerful, and great as you. No, 
princefs, though I prefumed much upon your 
charms, your talents, and your virtues, I ne- 
ver could fłatter myfelf that they would pro- 
cure you the attachment of the moft favoured 
being under heaven. Could we have believed, 
my dear pupil, that the great Maugraby, fon 
of the celeftial Yandar, who was grand- 
daughter of Kokopilefob, the fovereign ruler 
of all the genies who govern the earth, would 
have conceived for you the livelieft and fin- 


cereft affećtion ! When, by your nofegays and 


perfumes, you endeavoured to draw to you a 
fpirit of celeftial origin, this one, who par- 
takes at once of the power of beings difen- 
gaged from matter, and of that which may be 
acquired by man, has folicited, at the feet of 
Baal, the happinefs of having it in his power 
to appear to you. He burned with love for 
you, before you coułd be in the fmalleft degree 


acquainted with him; and if you give yourfelf 


entirely to him, he will, in return, be wholly 

y Our's. 
« Your nupfialswith your coufin are prepar- 
ing, 
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ing, and they are to be celebrated on the al. 
tar which is at the feet of the ftatute of Baal. 
According to the cuftom of the country, you 
will be conducted to the high-prieft by two of 
the princefles your aunts, and attended by 
young perfons of your own fex, who have not 
yet fubmitted to the yoke of matrimony. You 
will come adorned with a crown of flowers, 
which I intend to compofe. He who is de- 
fizned to be your hufband will come at the head 
'of a retinue, cormpofed of the moft beautiful 
youths of the court. But before he fhall have 
approached you,yourlover willappear, and loof- 
ing a garland with which he will be bound, 
will prefent it to you : you will accept it, and 
give him your crown in return. The garland 
which wilł be delivered to you will exprefs 
that Maugraby binds himfelf to you by. indif- 
foluble ties ; and the crown will give the fame 
aflurance on your part. Baal himfelf will 
confirm your union ; you will both difappear 
from the fight of the aflembly, and foon after 
we will meet again in that delightfu! abode 
where you are expected.” 

Having heard the Perfian flave talk of en- 
chantments from evening to morning, and be- 
ing already rendered familiar, by the little won- 
ders which we had wrought together, with 
whatever was miraculous in my carrying away, 
I doubted neither the poflibility nor even the 

fuc= 
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fuccefs, of what was propofed to me. While 
every preparation was making for celebrating 
my nuptials with fplendour and folemnity, I 
was likewile making on my part, my little preo 
parations, and I exerted my whole fkill in af= 
fifting to compofe that fatal fymbolical crown, 
by. which I abandoned myfelf without 1eferve 
to my cruel ravifher. 

When the moment arrived when I was to 
appear at the feet of the idol of Baal, to take 
upon me my laft vows, Maugraby fuddenly 
appeared before me. We exchanged our flow= 
ers; and the garland which I received raifed 
me from the earth more eafily than the chaff 
is raifed by the wind. I was tranfported in a 
chariot all fparkling with azure, gold, and ruw 
bies. My ravifher, more brilliant than the_ 
ftar of morning, was placed by my fide; and fix 
horfes, which appeared to be of fire, and which 
were condućted by the Perfian flave, equipped 
by the power of fome charm, with large white 
wings, carried us with great rapidity to the 
foot of that mountain to which all whom we 
fee here have been condućted. 'The chariot, 
luminous of itfelf, tranfported me to this 
pałace, diffufing, in my fubterraneous journey, 
a fplendour which feemed to rival that of the 
day. 

I was conducted to an apartment which, 
although I was accuftomed to the fplendour 
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ef my father's palace; dazzled my eyes with its 
magnificence. As the doors and windows have 
remained built up fince I was taken from it, I 
do not fuppofe you have feen it, though there 
was formerly.a communication betwixt it and 
the aviary.in'which.you found me. 

A magnificent repaft was prepared for «me, 
and the hufband I had chofen feated „me upon 
a fopha of furprifing richnefs, under a.canopy 
fo brilliant, that I was dazzled with behold- 
ingit. I perceived we were alone : *« Only de- 
fire it,” faid the enchanter, <* and you fhall be 
ferved by invifible hands. Be not afraid of 
the folitude you are in; and above all, my 
dear fifer of tbe planets, do not confider that 
as a folitude.where I am, and where you are 
become the «whole univerfe to me.” 
| I will not here repeat, princes, all the dif- 
courfes of this cunning and artful knave, with 
' which your misfortunes have made'you ac- 
quainted, and which he employed to continue 
the illufion into which he had brought me. 
But as he had at firft feduced me with flowers, 
fo he continued to fow them before me. As I 
was talking with him, I hąppened to fay that 
I was fond of mufic; and immediately my ears 
were faluted with a delightful fymphony, which 
appeared to come from a neighbouring apart- 
ment. The voices of men and women foon 
| joined in it, and formed a concert fuperior tą 

| every 
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ćvery thing I had till then heard. "The perfont 
who procured for me this amufement appeared 
greatly tranfported to find that I took pleafure 
init. From time to time, in order to vary it; 
I perceived that he put upon his finger a fmall 
wand which turned with great quicknefs, with- 
out being touched. Mine was in my robe; 
but I did not then think of contending with 


him in fkill. 


He entertained me with thefe amufements; 
till the moment when we were to afcend the 
nuptial bed. He gave me his hand, to condućt 
me thither; I was undrefled without almoft 
feeling the invifible hand which touched me; 
and the curtain was drawn upon us: 

Y ou mufł not expećt, princes, that I fhould 
fpeak to you of the tranfportsof love, and ex- 
prefhons of affećtion which were fhown me 
by a monfter, in whom there is nothing real 
but his villany. Iwill pafs on to the extraor- 
dinary dream (fuppofing it to be'a dream), 
which I had as foom as fleep had fhut my eye- 
lids. I found myfelf tranfported into a palace 
of fo bold and aftonifhing architećture, that 
imagination cannot form juft conceptions of 
it. As foon as I advanced to enter it, a 
erowd of men, richly drefled, and in fine or- 
der, came to meet me, and to exprefs, by the 
moft fignifcant attitudes, very profound re- 
AE to me ie and my A They then walked 
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before us; and we crofled very extenfive a> 
partments, where men and women, ftill more 
richly drefled, and exceedingly beautiful, were 
fitting. When they perceived us, they rofe up, 
and bowed down till we had pafled them. 

I will omit defcribing the. extraordinary 
magnificence which ftruck my eyes, til I ar- 
rived at the hall of the throne, whereon was 
feated a being in human form, but fo refplen- 
dent, that the eye was hurt with looking at 
him. Flis crown, which was wholly of dia- 
imonds, diffufed a fplendour which outfhone 
even that of his countenance, and appeared to 
enlighten the numerous court with which he 
was furrounded. I raifed my eyes to the roof 
of the hall, and obferved that it was compofed 
of rainbows; the arches of -which crofied one 
another, and fpread around a moft brilliant 
and dazzling light. 

W hen we arrived at the foot of the throne, 
Maugraby thus addrefied me: << This is not 
the image of Baal, it is Baal himfelf : bow the 
knee before him.” "Then kneeling himfelf, 
«« Mafter of the world,” faid he, «* thou fove- 
reign power, who reigneft over all fpirits, 
here is the wife whom thou haft given me.” 
<«« Maugraby,” anfwered the pretended god 
Baal, ** you are my Vizier upon earth, and 
the firft of my fubjećts. I wifh your fpoufe 
may be enabled to fhare the power which I 

grant 
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grant you; but your union muft be a fubjećt 
of rejoicing to all my court. 'Ihe ceremonial 
being fulfilled with regard to you, it only rea 
mains that we give way to joy At feeing you 
united to the objećt of your love.” 

At thefe words, this gracious fovereign 
clapped his hands, and rofe up. Every one 
followed his example, and the men and wo- 
men mingled together, left the hall where the 
throne was placed, and went without order to 
the ten halls which preceded it. "[hey enter- 
ed into difcourfe on all fides, and indulged in' 


immoderate fits of laughter. My hufband : 


obferved fome aftonifhment in me, and faid, 
«« you do not here recognize the ferious and 
grave court of the king your father. "To reign 
upon earth,-it is neceffłary to command re-' 
fpećt ; but our almighty* fovereign, fuperidr 
to every fear, has no need to wrap himfelf up”. 
in referve; or to'infpire it intoothers. '[he 
ties by which his fubjećts are attached to him 
are joy and liberty ; but we are going to fit 
down to table.” 

At the-fame time, we went up to an im- 


„menfe table, which was immediately covered. 
"The fóvereign was feated uhder a canopy of 
„fłate, at his.own table; Maugraby and I 


were placed neareft to him, the one on .the 
right hand, and the other on the left, at the 
: Gg 3. common 
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common table. I had never feen a repaft fo 
fumptuous and plentiful ; and it was continu- 
ally renewed. Every body feemed to devour 
it with greedinefs. With refpećt to me, my 
curiofity was excited by the fight of unknown 
difhes; but it appeared to me, that in every 
thing, the eye was more gratified than the 
tafte. What I ate feemed to difhipate as foon 
it had pafied my lips ;. and the wine excited no 
more fenfation, nor produced any more effect. 
1 gave myfelf up to that intemperance wherein 
I faw others indulging, and my attention was 
diverted only by fpeeches which had no rela- 
tion to one another, and by burfts of laughter 
of which I coułd not comprehend the caufe. 

In the mean time, the courfes were fo often 
renewed, that I could not reckon them. At 
laft, they became wearied with fpeaking with- 
out faying any thing,and with laughing without 
a caufe. I was very uneafy, and while I imitated 
the reft, except in the difcourfes and burfits of 
łaughter, I was beginning to think the repaft 
too loag, when the fovereigu atofe, and clapped 
with his hands, and every one followed his 
exam ple. 

The hall in which the feaft was held led to 
an iimmenfe gallery prepared for dancing. My 
attentive and polite hufband condućted me 
. thither, and there the laughers behaved like 
mad people. The women, as I thought, were 
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guilty of fhocking outrages on decency ; and, 
being offended at it, an expreffion of difappro- 
bation efcaped from me. «« Decency,” re- 
plied my hufband, <<is a law made to keep 
under inclinations which might become dange- 
rous; here it would be an ufełefs reftraint.—- 
Xou fee none here but happy fpoufes like 


you and me; and none can take offence 


at our happinefs. Here we enjoy ourfelves 
without remorfe, becaufe we are free from 
all anxiety, for ourfelves and for others; and 
the more happinefs we behold, our own in- 
czeafes in.proportion. Befides where there 
can be no vice modeiły is a chimera. Let 
you mortals render yourfelves unhappy by what 
you call decency and propricty; but let us 
enjoy ourfelves, my dear /f/fer of tbe planetś. 
Come and dance with me, that you may 
difplay your graces.” «I feel myfelf fo 
heavy,” anfwered I, ** that I can fcarcely drag 
myfelf along; the air here muft not be good, 
for I feem fuffocated with it.” «« You endured 
much fatigue yefterday,” replied he, ** you 
made a long journey, and this may have 
thrown you into diforder ; come let us return 
to bed.” ' sdi 
He had no fooner faid thefe words than I 
awaked in furprife, and found myfelf in bed. 
My hufband, who appeared to be afleep, was 
by my fide, and I remained without moving, 
but 
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but making many reflećtions on the firange' 
nature of my fuppofed dream. 

I fhould only occafion dHguft by defcribing 
the cares and attentions employed at my awak» 
ening to complete my fedućtion, and the dr- 
verfions prepared for my amufement. I wiH 
ftop to mention only. one circumftance, which 
enabled me to make an obfervation fufhicient 
- to have made me forefee my misfortune. 

We all know, princes, that'our tyrant has 
no face, and confequently no expreflion of. 
features peculżar to himfelf. He has only that 
of the prevailing paffion ;.fo"that when he żs - 
in anger, fury,.rage, and revenge, he.is more 
terrible and abominable than the pafions them- 
felves ;;w' zn he does a criminal aćtion guilt 
itfelf feems to breathe in him. With: refpećt - 
to his-earthly body, itis long ago confumed 
by age ;.and his impure foul continually paf- 
fes - from: one phantom of .his own creation :to 
another. . J+AŁOYVE 

My fuppofed dream had, - cóntrary tó the 
intention .of: the perfon whe kad fhewn me all 
thefe objećts, produced on me a very difagree- 
able effećt. . Educated from my infancy in tke 
profpećł of one day becoming a queen, my 
views were, by the order of my father, di- 
rected to that high dignity; and principies 
were inftilled rrrto' me fuitable'to my ftation.=— 
5 was fhocked. with the licentioufnefs of which 

l had 
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I had been a witnefs. He who had been 
fhewn to me as a god, appeared to me to 
poflefs nothing but the external part of his 
high ftation. Asfoon, therefore, as I found 
myfelf alone in my bed, I put my hand under 
my pilłow to fearch for the extraordinary nofe- 
gay, which had procured me fo extravagant 
a vilion. Not findmg it, I imputed the vifion 
which had harafled me to the diforder of my 
imagination; and as I had heard it obferved 
that one never dreams of any thing about 
which their attention is not too much occupt- 
ed, I intended not to indulge fuch difordered 
fancies, nor to reveał my dream to any body. 
My enchanter came in the morning, and afk- 
ed me, in the moft affećtionate tone of voice, 
how I pafled the night. << Very ill,” faid 
I; I have been tormented with difagreeable 
dreams.” At this expreflion his countenance 
feemed difcompofed with anger ; but it was 
only momentary, for he immediately refumed 
his ferenity. < It is,” faid he, almoft inflantly, 
« the effećt of the fatigue you underwent 
yefterday. Do you remember what difplealed 
you in your dreams?” So faying, he covered 
his eyes with his hand, but his locks continued 
fixed upon mine. I anfwered as naturally as I 

could, that every thing had appeared to me in 
fuch confufion that I could recollećt nothing, 
except that I thought I had eaten and drunk a 
great 
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great deal. ** In my infancy;” faid I, ** I was 
much fubjećt to dreaming, and it was accom= 
panied with a weaknefs of the ftomach. Luck- 
ily Ifeel noneof that at prefent.” 

«« Repofe,* anfwered my difguifed tyrant, 
« ą walk, and good nourifhment will foon ena- 
ble you to recover from this dHorder. I fhall 
fend you your governefs, who is ftill here. I 
am going to collećt the prefents which I intend 
to beftow upon her as a reward for the inefti» 
mable happinefs which fhe has procured forme; 
while I am doing fo you may enjoyher conver(a= 
tion; but I inform you,before hand, that I mean 
to fend her away. We are under obligations ta 
her; but fhe is a magician, and every power 
in this place is fufpećted by me, except 
yout's and my own; and we likewife muft al- 
ways aćt in concert.” 

At this difcourfe I enły caft down my eyes, 
without fignitfying that I would be forry to be 
deprived ot my conńqdant's company. I fill 
was paflionately in love with my feducer, and 
my will continued to be enflaved to his. "The 
Perfian flave foon came and fat down: upon my 
bed: «« You mulft rife, queen,” faid fhe, ** and 
prevent indiipofition, by breathing the good 
air of this place.*—'* But are you going to 
leave me ?” faid I. << Yes,” replied fhe, ** pru- 
dence requires our feparation ;. but I hope 'it 
will not be for ever. My heart. would be 

Qver- 
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ovćrwhelmed with grief if I did not fłatter 
mayfelf with the expećtation of our having fre- 
quent opportunities of meeting one another 
again. Befides every thing here is fubjećt to 
your authority, and you will have no occafion 
to regret the lofs of my prefence. But,” con- 
tinued fhe, ** what have I been told? Your 
fleep has been difagreeable: You know I am 
very fkillful in the explanation of dreams ; en- 
deavour to recall yours to your memory.” 

I was on the point of revealing it to her, 
when it occurred to me, that having refufed 
to entruft it to Maugraby, to whom I thought 
it was due, I ought not to entruft it to any one 
elfe. ** I recollećt none of it,” faid I ; <€ it paffed 
away,and was difperfed like the morning cloudy 
but I cannot be forry for having forgotten 
things which appeared to me fo falfe and dif- 
agreeable.” An emotion of furprif(e which I 
have fince been well able to explain, efcaped 
from the Perfian. '/ What they thought would 
kave compleated my fedućtion and dragged me 
into total corruption, had failed to produce its 
effect. My heart and my head had been fe 
duced, and my fenfes had been thrown into 
diforder : but the poifon had not penetrated to 
my foul, and I had been better preferved than 
I deferved to have been. 

It was neceflary for me, however, to get out 
of bed ; twenty genteel undrefies were prefent- 

ed 
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ed to.me, and I chofe that one which płeafed 
me moft. << O how. beautiful you are!” faid 
the Perfian; <« No one could guefs that you 
had pafled a difagreeable night. But order 
horfes and a carriage that you may go to take 
an airing, and confider that where you.are 
there are a thaufand arms eager to ferve you, 
and that the very walls have edrs. | 

- I gąve orders, and inftantly a voice, infinite- 
ly foft, pronounced after me, very diftinćtly, 
c a carriage and horfes for our.Queen.” What 
I afked for was in a moment at the gate of my 
palace. Seeing no perfon to drive the carriage, 
I afked who was to conduct us. << The reins,” 
faid the Perfian, ** float upon the neckś of the 
horfes ready to direćt them towards the place 
whither you wifh to be carried.” << I wifh to 
tąke the air,” faid I mechanicalły : 5 and im- 
mediately the:reins appeared to. be lifted up, 
and the chariot flew acrofs the.country, which 
appeared highly delightful. I fell in with fome 
łarge buildings, and enquired what was the ufe 
of them.” «4; You behóld,” faid the Perfian, 
«« the plące where your :elephants are .kept. 
Here is the place for the camels; there are the 
ftables, and at fome diftance the ftallsfor oxen.”* 
« But,” anfwered I, £* if there are no human 
creatures here, what purpofe do all thefe ani- 
mals ferve ?” « 'There.are as.many men here,” 
faid fhe, <* as any other animals ; but they do 
| : not 
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not appear under their proper form. It is only 
reftored to them when it is neceflary, and they 
remain the reft of the time one under the form 
of one animal, and another under that of ano- 
ther.” « What barbarity !” replied I: <« Hold, 
qucen;” anfwered the Perfian eagerly ; *£ you 
are raifed to the rank of a genie, and learn to 
view man with a different eye from what 
you have done. Don't you think that three- 
fourths of them are very happy in their tranf- * 
formation to be guided by an unerring inftinćt 
which fecures them from all the misfortunes 
into which they might fall through their falfe 
reafonings. In their prefent fituation, nothing 
js wanting to them, and freed from the recoł- 
lećtion of the paft, the torments of the pre- 
fent, and the fears of the future, they enjoy life 
without being troubled by reflećtion. There 


is no form of exiftence worthy of being defir- 


ed, except that of a genie, or a grovelling 
beafł : ińtermediate beings are in an aflićting 
fituation, they are real objećts of compaflion 
to enlightened beings, and are too apt to be- 
come the fport of the wicked.” 

My mind was loft in enquiring into the 
truth or falfehood of fuch reąfoning, when my 
feducer, beautiful as the day which fhone upon 
"him, appeared on a ftately horfe, which he ma- 
naged with inexpreffible gracefulnefs. Fle foon 
joined the chariot in which we were featef, 
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and having alighted from his ftead, darted in- 
to it like an arrow. My foolifh paflion was 
not yet dilipated ; he endeavoured to increafe 
it by his engaging manners, his fłattering dif- 
courfe, his empaflioned and affećtionate looks : 
I forgot all my obfervations and my dream, 
and yielded to the enchantment by which I 
was carried away. 

* We returned to the palace; though I had 
fpent a part of the night in eating, I felt ex- 
tremely hungry, and being plentifully ferved, 

and with inexpreffible delicacy, I indulged in 
the pleafure of eating and drinking, as I had 
done at the repaft of the night which I confider- 
ed as an illufion. My reafon was ftupified, and 
there remained to me nothing but my foolifh 
and unfortunate pafion. But the remainder 
of that day and the fucceeding night were to 
behold the fun of my days fet in darknefs ; and 
I was to expiate, by many tears, the fault I had 
committed, and repay with forrow the fłeeting 
moments of enjoyment which it had procured 
to me. 

„I learned next day that the Perfiań had de- 
parted: my jailer, whom I fill confidered as 
my lover, informed me of it; he at the fame 
time told me that he was obliged to leave me 
for two days, and gave me an idea of all the 
amufements I coujd procure for my diverfion. 
They were varied without end; I was miftrefs 

of 
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of the houfe; my voice could animate every 
thing, and, in cafe of neceflity, could: give 
fpeech to a ftatue. *« You muft afift me in my 
labour,” faid he; «© here are books which will 
afford you the means of doing fo. Inftrućted 
as you already are, the flighteft application will 
be fuficient to accełerate your progrefs, and 
perfećt your knowledge. But, i in my abfence, 
remember that we have an intereft in each . 
other, and that without me, you ought to do 
nothing, as it is certain s»: you can do every 
thing here in my name. 

We fill fpent a part of the day together, . 
and in the evening, before fun-fet, he difap-. 
peared. I felt the earth fhake, and I heard. 
the noife of fubterraneous thunder, as when. 


the mountain opened to give us a paflage 


through its bowels. When I found myfelf 
alone, I had not courage to animate any thing 
in the folitade which furrounded me. On the 
contrary, I found it very fuitable to the fitu- 
ation of my mind, at that time ; and I gave 
myfelf up wholly to thofe reflećtions which. I 
had, till then, kept at a diftance. That pru- 
dence which had forced the Perfian flave to 
feparate from me, appeared very furprifing.— 
Wherein could a magician be dangerous, 
who would have ferved me for a companion, 
and giren me confolation and advicć, in an 


abode where - every thing was magnificent, 


II h 2 and 
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and the mafter of which appeared fo power- 
ful ? | 

I began to reflećt on the converfation held by 
this woman, which was calculated to lead me 
to defpife the human kind, of which fhe had 
formerly endeavoured to give me a more €X- 
alted idea. I went over, in my mind, the 
different pićtures which had been fhewn to 
me in my dream, and among thefe, that of | 
Baal, who had acknowledged my hufband, 
Maugraby, for his Vizier. Nothing in it 
accorded with the idea which I had for- 
med of this divinity. I recollećted the dif- 
courfes I had heard, the indecencies of which 
had been witnefs, and the part which my 
hufband had taken to excufe them. ** Luck= - 
ily,” faid I to myfelf, < it was all falfe ;'for if 
I had eat fo much, I could not have had fo 
keen an appetite when I awoke.” 

Taking the dream all together, however, I 
found the fpeeches and circumftances fo well 
connected, that they fuddenly afflumed the ap 
pearance of reality, which greatly diftrefied 
me. Fatigued with the ftruggle of my own 
ideas, Iioon went to bed, and endeavoured 
to calm my uneafinefs about my real fituation, 
by abandoning myfelf to fleep. In fpite of 
myfelf I could not prevent the unlucky look 
which efcaped from Maugraby when I ap- 
peared diflatisied with my dream, from re- 

curring 
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„eurring to my mind. ** Heavens !” faid I to 
„myfelf, * light and darknefs are not mare op- 
 pofite to one another than the different looks 
of this beińg. The one infames me with love ; 
„the other chills me like the hand of death.” I 
„at length fell afleep. |. 

The imazes.which firft prefented themfelves. 
to me, pioceeded from the diforder of my 


mind.  Maugraby appeared before me, fhin- 


„ing like thie fun, and infłamed with love for: 
„me. [I yielded to: "his paffionate- careffes ; he 
„ bit my cheek ;, I felt a dreadful pain, and 
_meant to: complain of the hurt he had done 
_me ; but before me I! faw nothing | but a fright=- 
- ful Gere whofe looks filled me with. terror ;, 
_he was transformed into a tyger ready to de-. 
RZ, me. In.a. moment after a horrible fer=. 
„pent wounded me in a thoufand places, wrap= 
„ping me in: the folds.of its venamous body.. 

„My horror was inexpreflible, my. blood freczed 


„in my veins, and my ancient governefs appear- 
„ed. «« Ah! unhappy princefs !” faid fhe, <* yóu. 


„are ruined ! you. have burnt the Alcoran, to de- 
- liver it to your crueleft enemy. Recollect, if 
you can, the firft line of it, There is only one” 
. God, and. Mabomet is bis propket. Having pro- 


| socacaił chef words. fhe difappeared. I re- 


peated.them after her, and was delivered from. 


my terrible vibon. Atthe fame time EF awoke,. 


and felt my whole body covered with a cold: 
H h 3 fweat;. 
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fweat. It is impofhble to conceive the terror 
with which I was feized. My firft ftep was 
to call fome one to my afliftance ; but upon 
reflećting, it occured to. me that I could only. 
be furrounded with enemies. I again pro- 
nounced. the words which my antient go-. 
vernefs had. recalled to my mind, and luc= 
kily, after repeating them feveral times I fell 
alleep. 

| arofe as foon as it was day, and taking" 
the firft drefs I laid my hands upon, endea- 
voured alone, and without afńftance, to make 
for the country ; having no companion or re- 
fource but my magical rod, of. which I ih- 
tended. to make ufe. < Maugraby,” faid I,. 
« has forbidden me ta work without him, 
but the prohibitions of an enemy defćrve equal. 
regard with his counfels.. When I have reafon. 
to fear every thing, I_may be allowed to'empley. 
every mean$ to extricate myfelf from the dan- 
ger into which.I have plunged myfelf by my. 
imprudence.” My pawer had fubjęćted to. 
me a fpirit of the earth,. who appeared to pof- 
fefs fo little. underftanding, that I employed. 
him in nothing. but gathering fłowers for me. 
ś I will only afk him,” fad I, << to carry me. 
inftantly from this place : this is but a fmall 
effort for a genie; and he will do it for me, 
for hę did not appear mifchievous, but, on 
she: contrary, very obliging. When I had taken 

this 
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this refolution I walked very quick, and made 
for the moft folitary place I could find. When 
I thought I had gained it, before taking my 
rod, I raifed my voice, and faid, << if there are 
any eyes or ears around me, let them know 


that there is oż/y one God, and tbat Mabomet ts 


bis propbet. 1 heard a hollow noife around 
me; it was accompanied with groans; I faw 


- my work beginning to operate, and I formed 


every expećłation from what I was about to 

do. A= 
I formed around me, with my wand, a large 
circle, and I traced the words which I had fo 
boldly pronounced. I retired to the centre, and 
made anotlier circle in the middle, in which 
placed myfelf, and' turning in my hands tlie 
rod to which I had fubjećted him, called three 
times upon Kathety. Seeing myfelf difobey- 
ed, I ftruck the ground through impatience. I 
renewed my orders,. without fuccefs; and'at: 
length, almoft iir rage, I conjured the rebel. 
fpirit by the name of Mahomet. A cloud was 
formed over my head; which fuddenly de. 
fcended, and burft with a noile refembling a 
peal of thunder.. It-let fall into the cirele 
which I had made a colłećtion of heavy va- 
pours, from which' iffued the ufual figure of 
Kathety ; but he was fo terrified, that his 
looks were wild, and his hair ftood on end... 
x Dilobedient por  faidl, © what. has: 
made: 
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made you deaf to the found ef my voice / — 
<< Miftrefs,” anfwered the trembling being be-. 
fore me, <* I do not even now obey of my own. 
accord ; L have been brought hither by a fupe- 
rior power. . How could I have burft the bar- 
xiers which prevent every fpirit not fubjećt to- 
the obedience. of Maugraby from entering this 
„abode. How fhould I have expofed myfelf, 
having left the captivity in which I was kept by 
his mother, to fall again under the yoke of the 
fevereft and moft hateful bondage. With him 
„there isnothing.eHe: to.his flavery, i impru< 
„dent and unfortunate princefs ! you.have fub-. 
„ jećted yourfelf.” 
Aftonifhed to hear Kathety, whom I did not- 
. think capable of combining, two ideas,, talk jn. 
this manner, I faid to him, **« wretched fpirit!- 
„ when the Perfian flave advifed me. to make 
 thefe nofegays, which. have ruined me, why 
did you not warn.me of the „danger to which I 
expofed myfelf?”., «I would have run the 
danger of being delivered by her to: Maugraby. 
Know you: not that fhe is his flaye : ? She, like 
you, was the daughter of ą king and queen, but 
'has long fincę become the fport | of the fame ca- 
prices to which you have expoled yourfelf. I 
was under the neceflity of acting the part of.an. 
idiot, to avoid her curiofity.” . << Well,” re- 
plied I, '<< fince you are not what you counter- 
ścited, take me inftantly from hence, by the fame 
road. 
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road by which you came.” «The flaves of Ma- 
homet,” replied the genie, *envelopped me with 
a cloud, and threw me where you now behold 
me. By my nature I can go out alone, Dut 
] cannot carry away a ftraw belonging to Mau- 
graby. Princefs;” added he, ** my fubjećtion 
and fervices are henceforth of no advantage to 
you: but the information which I can give 
you will be of the greateft utility. I faw the 
foundations laid of the place where you now 
are. I wasat that time the flave of the genie 
Yandar, mother of Maugraby. Ifitis impof= 
fble for me to deliver you from thofe dangers 
to which you are expofed, I can at leaft point 
them out, and perfuade you to fupport them 


with fo much the more courage, that you feem 


not to be abandoned by Mahomet, as fo many 
others have been. Reftore to me my liberty, 
and I promife you I will not make a bad ufe 
of it; I am wearied with expofing myfelf, by 
doing hurt, to receive much more than I oc- 
cafion. "Time was allowed me for refłećtion, 
in the cruel prifon wherein I was confined, and 
from which I had fcarcely efcaped, when you 
chanced to caft an eye upon my fign, and per- 
form a charm, in order to bring me into fub- 
jećtion. Generous and unfortunate princefs, 
call me not Kathety, but Kardafh, which is 
my real name. Strike my forehead with your 
wand and fay, Karda/b! [ reflore ło you your 
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liberty, gnd deliver you into the bands of tkofe by 
wkom you were brougbt bitker. _ And from that 
moment, delivered from all my fears, I will re- 
late to you every thing which can tend to give 
you information. 

Being a greąt enemy to magic, the know- 
ledge and ftudy of which bad occafioned my 
misfortune, I hefitated not concerning the re- 
queft of the genie, but ftretched out my arm, 
and ftruck Kardafh on the head with my 
wand, pronouncing the words which had been 
fuggefted to me. < [I will now,” faid the ge- 
nie, *«* undertake to fhew my gratitude. I will 
firft congratulate you, princefs, on your hav= 
ing been accidentally led to call me hither on 
a Friday, a day on which, though we know 
not the reafon thereof, Maugraby | and his 
people have no power. Fle cannot return to 
his retreat,fince he has gone out oki it, as ufual, 
by a violence done to nature : thus I will have 
time to fpeak to you concerning him, and 
you will have leifure to refledt. I will begin 
with the hiftory of his birth. 


Hifary gf ke Birth of Maugraby. 


There lived in the city of Harenai, in Ąfri- 
«a, a young orphan „who poflefled a genteel 
? for- 
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fortune. He had a very fine figure, and efpe- 
ciałly he was free from that fwarthy complexion, 
which 1s peculiar to the Africans. He was 
fond of reading and a fedentary manner of 


" life, and till then had never fhewn any inclina- 
tion for women. His amufement confifted in 


the improvement of his paternal eftate, and in 
particular of a confiderable plantation of o- 
lives which furrounded a fmall and beautiful 
manfion, at the diftance of half a day's jour- 
ney from Harenai. "Twice in the week, Hal- 
il-Maugraby mounted his camel in the morn- 
ing, carrying with him provifions for the day. 
He fpent his time in giving orders concerning 
the cultivation of his trees, or in gathering 
his fruits. When opprefied by the heat of 
the day, he went into an arbour covered with 
a vine, which was watered by a plentiful 
fountain, eollećted into a large and deep ba- 
fon. ; 

One day, while he was afleep in this ar- 


"bour, a woman of extraordinary beauty ap- 


peared to him in a dream, and he was the 
more ftruck with her charms, that it is rare to, 
find fuch beauties among the African women. 
"This ravifhing creature leaned forward to em- 
brace him, which produced fo lively and quick 
an impreflion upon the foul and fenfes of the 
fleeper, that he arofe to meet the careffes of- 
fered him by the beautiful woman. He a- 

woke, 
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woke, thinking that he clafped her in his arms; 
but he preffed only the empty air; he thought, 
however, that he perceived a fmall light fame 
which arofe and inftantly difappeared. From 
that moment Hal-il-Maugraby, being deeply 
in love, could riot turn away his thoughts from 
that charming image which had taken pofłef- 
fion of his heart. < You*exift, O divine 
creature !” exclaimed he ; ** you are not a de- 
ceitful illuffon. Your beautiful arms were 
firetched towards nie, your eyes feemed filled 
with love, you have infpired me with a paflion 
which will coft me my life, if you condefcend 

not again to appear before. me. 
Hal-il-Maugraby's mule was feeding at its 
cafe in the meadow, but eating and drinking 
were far from its mafter's thoughts. His eyes 
were ftedfaftly fixed upon the place where he 
had feen the light appear, and he ceafed not 
to fpeak to the enchanting phantom, of whom 
he was enamoured, except to give vent to his 
fighs and tears. "Three days elapfed without 
his enjoying any fleep, or taking any nourifh- 
ment. Being at length reduced by weaknefs 
to a ftate of drowfinefs and torpor, he heard a 
foft and foronous voice thus addrefs him: 
<«« Yandar, Queen of the genies cannot ap- 
pear to a worfhipper of the falfe Prophet, 
Mahomet. Curfe and burn that Alcoran, 
which you ftudy; worfhip the great Kokopile- 
fob, 
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fob, my grandfather, who, next to God, is 
the moft powerful of beings ; and if you fwear 
to be faithful to me unto death I will become 
your wife.” 

Hal-il-Maugraby, fcarcely awake, exclaim= 
ed; <« Yes, dear creature with whom I am 
enchanted, I will do every thing you order. 
I henceforth curfe the impoftor Mahomet, and 
all his works.” << Well, my dear Hal-il-Mau- 
graby,” replied the ftrange voice, in a tone 


fitted to reach the heart, <* return to Harenat, 


erećt an altar at your houfe : next Friday fa- 
crifice thereon an heifer to the great IKokopile- 
fob, throw the Alcoran into the hotteft fire 
which can be lighted up, promife to be faith- 
ful to the affećtionate Yandar, and fhe fhall 
be yours as foon as the afhes of the curled 


Alcoran fhall be fcattered towards the four 


winds of heaven. 

The African had fuficient ftrength to leave 
the bed to which he had been confined by 
weaknefs ; he greedily devoured a fragment of 
the provifions which he had brought, returned 
in hafte to Harenai, erećted an altar in the 
moft fecret place of his houfe, and there per- 
formed the facrifice which he had been order- 
ed to offer. Ścarcely had he parted with the 
laft handful of the afhes which he was to fcat- 
ter, when he found himfelf tranfported into a 
magnificent palace, where he became the huf- 
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band of Yandar. The application which Ke 
had formerly given- to ftudy and agriculture 
was diverted to another objećt : under the di- 
rećtion of Yandar, he foon became one of the 
moft dangerous magicians upon earth. Never 
had we more fevere mafters than his wife and 
he ; never had Kokopilefob more devoted fer- 
vants. This I knew by fatal experience; I 
was born wicked, but they punifhed me for not 
being wicked enough. 'Ihey, princefs, were 
the founders of the dreadful [Dom Daniel in 
Africa,where that fchool of magic is eftablifhed 
which tyranizes over unfortunate fpirits, of my 
fpecies, with a rod of iron, and which diftrefies 
the world. By them Africa has been filled 
with frightful monfters. 
But the cares of the cruel Yandar and her 
hufband would not have completed the dan- 
gerous eftablilhments they had formed, the prin- 
cipal roots of which are under the fea, unlefs 
they had had, for a fucceflor, that Maugraby 
whom you have chofen for a hufband. He 
joins malice to falfehood, and all the dreadful 
qualities which he received at his birth ; his 
father and mother left him, as an inheritance, 
thofe which they pofleffed ; and they took care 
that thefe gifts fhould be invariably preferved 
to him. I will fpeak of him by and by. I was 
fo unfortunate as to have an opportunity of 





knowing their fecrers, efpecially after the 


death 
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death of Hal-il-Maugraby ; and I can onły 
avenge myfelf on them by revealing them to 
you, in the hopes that, protećted as you arey 
you will, fometime or other, be able to over- 
throw their edifice of wickednefs. | 
Wbatever efforts Y andar made to- preferve 
the life of a fpoufe fo worthy of her, fhe 
could not prolong his days beyond the pe- 
riod marked out by the fates. She had made 
hini mafter of the half of Africa: fhe caufed 
funeral obfequies, worthy of a great King, to 
be perfotmed at Harenai, his capital; and fhe 
referved his aflies to be mingled with thofe of 
her own body which fhe wasfoon to reftoretoits. 
elements, and which fhe had only afiumed out 
of love tohim. In tlre mean time fhe made us 
other genies conitrućt the tomb wherein the 
urn containing their mingled afhes was to be. 
placed. I was, unfortunately, one of the direc- 
tors of the work ; and bełore two-thirds of it 
were finifhed, a fiight error which I commit+ 
ted drew upon me the wrath of this deteftabłe 
fovereign. I will not relate the cauie of her 
difatisfaćtion, but this was the punifhment 
which fhe infiićeted on me. She endeavoured 
to make the urn which was to contain the 
mixture of thefe afhes of a compofition that 
could not be broken. She forced me to enter 
into one of thefe urns, fhut me in, and hav< 
ing fealed it in the name of Kokopilefob, 
3:3:8 hurled 
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hurled me into the Perfan Gulph, where I 
would have remained for ages in a fituation of 
un(peakable torment, if fome fifhers of pearls 
had not accidentally come to fearch for them 
jn a place where, on account of the depth, it 
was not to be fuppofed they could be found. 
'Fhey took me up, broke the urn in which I 
was contained, and, contrary to all my expec- 
tations, I again beheld the chearful light of day. 

I confefs my firft care was to difcover what 
had become of my cruel enemy and her fon. 
I learned, from other fpirits, who had afifted 
in finifhing her works, all the fteps and pre- 
cautions fhe had taken to complete the en- 
chantment which fecures to Maugraby that 
fupreme power which, to your misfortune and 
that of many others, he now exercifes. I was 
alio informed that he had finifhed the magicał 
eftablifhment in which we now are; and that, 
being already mafter of all Africa, the kings of 
which were only his lieutenants, he intended 
'to aflemble here forces of ali kinds, to get pof- 
fefhion, if pofhble, of the whole earth. I was 
made acquatnted, in fhort, with the principal 
enchantments contained in this place, and I 
obtained a complete idea of his plan and of 
the means of executing it. 

As far as he can, he prevails upon the kings 
of the earth to grant him their firft born, in 
order to procure to himfelf the moft powerful 

initru- 
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infiruments.. But that he may have fubjećts 
of every kind, he perpetually watches all thofe 
who appear difcontented. If, for example, a 
father who is unhappy in his children has hap- 
pened to curfe them, he feizes them as his 
prey;. or if, on the contrary, the curfe has 
proceeded from the child difpleafed with his 
father, the child ftill becomes his prey. When. 
a hufband curfes his wife, then Maugraby 
takes great care not to interfere betwixt themy. 
but waits till the hufband, pufhed to the ut- 
mot extremity,. is forced to curfe himfelf alfo. 
k could. mention ihnumerable iuitances of his: 
villainy.. Av caravan fet out tó penetrate into: 
the high lands of Egypt, acrofs burning fandsy, 
and Maugraby. mounted on the Shirok-wind: 
to bring them fooner to their. deftination, and 
to deltroy: them.. When. this. unfortunate : 
party. were reduced to- the laft extremityy, 
he appeared as. a. benefaćtor'; but. fo ine. 
terefted was: he, that, in.order to receive any. 
relief, and be delivered from the defart, they 
muft give themfelves to him, to Zatanai, and: 
to his mafter.the great Kokopilefob. But the: 
caravan: never went. farther than his houfe3, 
for, when: it was there, .infiead of. two or- 
three hundred beafts of. burden, the number: 
amounted to four.hundred ; for-he had 'tranf-- 
formed the guides and merchants into animals... 
When he has carried off a fon or daughter. 


- from a prince, if he can make them as perverfe. 
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as himfelf, he reduces them to the condition: 
of filaves. His Ilage Cadahe, his Megine, and: 
the Perfian flave whom you had with you, 
and I could mention others, are children of 
kings. Thofe whom he cannot wholly corrupt 
he throws into a well, of which, with other 
things, I will tell you the enchantment. As 
to the reft, though born beautiful, his body. 
is become as frightful as his foul, and he has 
a worfe decrepitude than that of his years, 
which now exceed an age and an half. His 
human body is only a chimera ; but he aflumes. 
every form with the greateft facility, and he 
can be detected only by his looks. 'lhis, prin- 
cefs, isthe picture of that abominable monfter 
into whofe hands you Rave fallen, and from. 
whom you may expećł the moft -dreadful 
treatment. But I truft in your good fortune, 
and your courage, and recommend it to youk 
care to avernge us all. 

Kardafh ftopped for a moment; he then: 
taught me, with the utmoft exaćtnefs the fe- 
cret of deftroying all the monfter's enchanta 
ments, if I was fortunate enough to be fe- 
conded. Iłe urged me to fend him away, but 
I wifhed him to explain better than he had 
done, why, when he was fo well informed, he 
kad fhewn himfelf to me fo fhallow, and had'not 
appeared under his own name. «© Princefs,”* 
zeplied he, ** I was feized with terror at fee- 

IE 
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img myfelf conjured by a pupil of Neakia, for- 
merly princefs of Aderbigian, now become the 
fłave of Maugraby. Iffhe had difcovered me, 
and informed her mafter that I had accident= 
ally been taken from prifon, he would inftant- 
ly have purfued me, to fhut me up in one ftilk 
more fevere; for he would have been afraid left 
I fhould reveal, as I now do, his mother s fe 
crets and his-own. 

In perufing your books, you accidentally 
fixed your attention upon my mark ; you tra- 
ced it in a circle, and conjured the fpirit ata 
tached to that mark to appear before you. [I 
was forced to obey ;. but, that I might efcape 
from the danger with which I was threatened, 
I afflumed the name and behaviour of one of 
the weakeft among us, namely, Kathety, who 
creeps upon the ground, and is employed in 
fabricating dreams for thofe who cannot be 
fupplied with them from their own memory 
and imagination. I counterfeited his ftupidity 
fo well, that Neakia, to whom you gave this 
account'of me, was deceived by it. You was 
at that time employed in-making nofegays, and 


your governefs found me very. fit for collecting 


the materials which fhe was to caufe you em- 
ploy, providedl put nothing of my owninto the 
compofitions fhe defigned that you fhould make, 
"This wretchćd creature did you much harm ; re- 
collećł the crown which you gave to Maugraby, 
and 
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and the garland with which he bound you ; he 
has taken them from you very quickly ; they 
are the fymbols of that knot which connećts 
you to him : you wiłl certainly fee them botlr 
again, obferve what is done with them.” 
«« But Kardafh,” faid I, ** can you not inform: 
me of the means of delivering myfelf from the 
enchantments with which I am threatened ?” 
« No, princefs ; for it is impofible to forefee 
what our crueł enemy is to de.. With refpećt 
to the enchantments which are performed here, 
żnd thofe of his mother and himfelf, near the: 
city of Harenat, I am. going to difcover the 
whole of them. to you, and likewife the means. 
of deftroying them. Caufe me repeat what-. 
ever may appear dificult to be remembered, 
rather than run the danger of lofing one wordz 
they are all of importance.” 

He then related to me all the myfteries con». 
tained in this place, and thofe of the grand: 
enchantment near Harenat. Ifhuddered with: 
horror at every difcovery of thófe works wor- 
thy of the prime vizier of the prince of dark- 
nefs. At laf I had courage to put a: queltion: 
to him, and to mention my dream, wherein I 
had feen and heard fo wonderful things. « You 
did not dream,” faid Kardafh ;. **-he had tranf- 
ported you under the fea into thofe caverns 
which correfpond to the Dom Daniel at Tunis. - 
„he being you faw was Afmodius, ońeof the 
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powers of Kokopilefob, and you were in an: 
aflembly of magicians, fuch as is held when 
the moon is in her wane. He tried to initiate 
you into his infamous praćłices, and. to give 
you a liking for them.” 

Kardafh had been fpeaking for a confider- 
able time ; I liftened to him ftanding, and my 
legs began to fail under me. ** You grow 
weak, princefs, but refume your courage. You 
may be fure we have at a diftance a hundred 
thoufand witnefles of our converfation; but 
they can hear nothing of what I tell you, for 
the circle with which we are furrounded pre- 
vents our words from reaching their ears. But 
you will be betrayed by the flaves and accom- 
plices which Maugraby has in this place, and 
I would be ruined if it was not in your power 
to fave me. Repay the fervice I have 'now 
done to you, by pronouncing aloud the fol. 
lowing invocatlon and command: Śpirźts, 
flaves of the great Mabkomet ! who bave forced 
Kardafb to come bitber, condućł bim to tbe feet 
of the powers of tbe great Solomon. When I fhalk 
have left this place, you will break your circle, 
and if you wifh to do ftill better, your wand, 
fince it would moft certainly be torn from 
you.” | 

I did, without hefitation, what Kardafh 
defired me, and beheld him carried away by 
the fame cloud from which he had fo quickly 
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iefcended. Ieffaced my work, broke my wand, 
and returned to my apartment, repeating, in 
order to encourage me, the firft line of the Al- 
coran, which my ancient governefs had recałl- 
ed to my mind. 

Perhaps my imagination was difordered, 
but as I went to lay myfelf on my bed, I 
thought I heard a noife about my ears, which 
refembled an outrageous murmuring. I went 
into my apartment, and, dreffed as I was, with 
out imploring any afhitance, I threw miyfelf 
on my bed. There my only refource was tó 
raife my heart, full of bitternefs and forrow, to 
God and his Prophet. But the infupportable 
idea of my infidelity was a heavy weight, which 
dragged me down. I could not raife my eyes, 
or ftretch my hands towards Heaven. I re- 
mained without motion. I was foon involved 
in the darknefs of the night, which never ap- 
peared to me fo horrible ; the filence which pre- 
*ailed around me, feemed' to abandon me to 
fear, regret, and temorfe ; great have been 
my fufferings fince that time, from the bar» 
barities exercifed upon me; but never have 
they equalled the torments of that cruel night. 
fhe day at length appeared, and produced 
„fome change in my fituation.. My foul was 
fomewhat revived by the fiight of the objects 
which I beheld around me ; but confidering 
with horrorthis aflemblage of riches, which had 

con- 
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contributed to:the fedućtion of fo many othere, 
jt came into my mind to ftrike all that I had 
feen with my wand, to make my chamber a 
fepulchral cave, inaccefible to the light, and 
my bed a tomb, and, by thus anticipating, 
to mock the vengeance of my tyrant. 

I fat up in order to follow out my idea, but 
I then recołlećted that I had broken my wand. 
I was recovered from this agitation of mind, 


by reflećting that IKardafh had intrufted me 


with fecrets which might one day contribute 
to the vengeance of Heaven and earth by 
facilitating the deftrućłion of the monfter. 
cc ILet me brave,” faid I, *© all the feverities 
which my barbarous enemy can exercife againft 
me ; let me referve myfelf, if it is neceflary, 
for being one day the inftrument of his ruin; 
let me carefully recollećt what has been told 
me; and let me engrave it on my memory 
never to be forgotten. 

I immediately began to repeat, without in- 
terruption, the inftrućtions of the genie, and 
gave fo unweared application that the words 
of the conjurations which I had learned follow- 
ed one another in the clofeft chain. 'The day 
was drawing to a clofe, and I was ftill em- 
ployed in this labour, when the fhaking of the 
earth announced the return of Maugraby. I 
thought he would come to me as quick as 
lightning, but I was deceived; he was un- 

| doubtedly 
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doubtedly detained by the relations given him 
by his fpies. "He at length appeared; and 


never was there a more ftriking and fright-- 


ful contraft than betwixt the fplendour of his 
figure and the diforder into which he was 
thrown by the horrible pafion by which he 
was fwayed. << Faithlefs woman!” faid he, 
«« you are in league with my enemies. You 
make circles in order to bring to my abode 
the impure fpirits of Mahomet, and you fhall 
receive the punifhment due to your crimes.” 
At the fame time he put on my neck the 


crown of flowers which I had given him on . 


the fatal day of our nuptials; and he fixed to 
my leg that garland with which he had bound 
me. I could make no oppofition. He then 
infićted innumerable blows on -me; and I 
was changed into a bird as you behold me. 
This necklace of green, yellow, and red feat- 
hers, which you obferve about my neck, is my 
crown of flowers, and the garland was tranf- 
formed into the chain, which fixes me by the 
foot to this place. My tyrant then dragged 
me by the chain to his apartment, with which 
you are well acquwainted, ftruck the ftatue 
which is there upon the face, caufed the 
door of the aviary be opened, and fixed me 
upon the ftick on which I now am. 

From the informatioii I received, I know 
that I cannot regain my liberty, nor recover 


the 
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the human figure, but by his death: fuch is 
the fatal confequence of the fault I committed 
in voluntarily giving up my perfon to his dif- 
pofal. Being ftill enamoured of me, as I am 
going to inform you, he has not thought pro= 
per to deprive me of reafon, as he has done all 
the other beings among whom I was. He 
hoped that my dreadful and wearifome fitua- 
tion would lead me to afk his forgivenefs, and 
live with him as his wife, if not during the 
day, at leaft during the night. It became pof- 
fble, therefore, for'the prince of Syria to re- 
ftore to me the faculty of fpeech. 

When Maugraby had left me alone among 
the other birds, I wifhed to praile God and 
Mahomet for having delivered me from the ty- 
rant's prefence : but I only uttered the natural 
cry of the bird into which I was transformed, 
and proneunced diftinćtly the word barra, 
which was immediately repeated by all the 
- birds in the aviary. Notwithftanding what had 
been faid by Kardafh, concerning that ftate 
of ftupidity to which all the human beings in 
this place were fince their transformation re- 
duced I thought them endowed, as I was, 
with intelligence. But I have fince found, that 
they only retained the ufelefs faculty of repeat- 
ing the word which they had heard laft or moft 
frequently pronounced. Perched on my ftick, I 
began to reflećt on my fituation. Except my 
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chain, I thought it much the fame with that 
of the poor animals around me, and found it 
lefs infupportable than that into which fear 
had plunged me. At any. rate, how preferable 
did it appear to the horror of feeing myfelf ex- 
pofed to the carefles of my cruel and im- 
pious ravifher! But alas: I was greatly de- 
ceived in thinking that I was delivered from 

them. | 
wo days elapfed without his offending my 
cyes with his hateful prefence. At'the end of 
the third day he entered the aviary, endea- 
vouring as much as he could to fafhion himfelf 
into that figure, and maintain that carriage by 
which I had been frft feduced. << Śzfer of 
the planetsy” faid he, **you are very guilty re- 
fpećłing me, and you are faithlefs to Baal; 
but my heart is touched with the feverity of 
the punifhments which I am obliged to infiit 
upon you. I will reftore to you your human 
figure ; come and fhare my bed, condućt your- 
felf as my fubmifhve wife, and when you 
become truly fenfibie of. your faults, and pro- 
mife to tenounce every thing which your wick= 
ed governefs has taught you, I will try to 
fóoth the God you have offended.*” As he. 
pronounced thefe words, he threw fome grains 
of incenfe upon a chafing-difh, and loofed the 
end of the chain which kept me upon the ftick 
| | where- 
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whereon I was perched. I found myfelf na- 
ked, and on my feet, oppofite to him. <« Cruel 
Maugraby !?* faid I, <« fpeak not to me either 
of yourfelf or of your paflion, or of your Baal 
who has delivered me to you; reftore me to . 
my father, and enable me to forget you. — 
'The coldnefs and phlegm of this anfwer made 
my tyrant furious. <*Come along,” faid he, 
«« follow me, thou art more cruel than I; 
and he dragged me by the chain which remain- 
ed at my feet. [I wifhed to make refiftance, 
but he ftrangled me with another chain which 
was about my neck, occafioned the moft dread= 
ful pain, and carried me to his bed. 

He having approached to carefs me, I in- 
tended to fpit in his face, but my powers were 
fufpended. None of my faculties were free 
but the fight, the fmell, and the hearing; and 
alł the three were ofłfended. I beheld the 
moft frightful monfter which could be created 
by a delirious imagination. I was infećted, 
and my ear was diftreffed with a torrent of 
abufe and blafphemy. In this fituation was I 
obliged to fuffer the horrible carefies of the 
barbarian, to whom I was compietely fubjećta 
ed by my weaknefs and inability. [he horrible 
fcene which has now been deferibed was re- 
peated every day during the fpace of five years, 
with circumitances of fill greater cruelty. I 
eńjoyed no repofe except when he was forced 
i KŃk 2 to. 
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to be abfent in the profecution of his odious 
fchemes, or when he went under the fea to 
plunge into the filth of his Afmodius. 

When the fhaking and noife of the earth 
anounced the return of my tyrant, had my 
beak been a fword I would have plunged it 
tito my heart; but I now acknowledge the 
kindnefs of providence, which took away from 
me every means of felf-deftrućtion, that I 
might put invincible arms into the hands of 
the protećtor it has fent me, in the prince 
Habed-il-Rouman, the favourite of Mahomet. 
«« Young man, marked out by Heaven to be 
the avenger of mankind,” added the Egyptian 
princefs, addrefling the prince of Syria, 
«« you muft fet out immediately to make your= 
felf mafter of the repofitory of the afhes of 
Hal-il-Maugraby and Y andar, which are con- 
cealed under the plain at the entrance of the 
city Harenai, towards the eaft. The follow- 
ing are the means of getting thither with the 
necefiary fpeed : 

In the orchard, with which you are ac- 
quainted, there is a bird called Fe/jefzć ; So- 
łomon, anciently, fent it into the forefts of 


Lebanon to procure for him the wood of. 


which he wifhed to make his rod of authority. 


It has fince continued to be agreeable to this. 


prophet, who has thought proper to attach a 
natural virtue to its heart, its flefh, and its fea- 
thers. 
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thers. The'bird is lazy, and like the oftrich, 
has no means of defence ; the five princes 
will accompany you, and you will furround it; 
it will throw mfelf into your arms, upon your 
pronouncing, all fx at once, thefe words, 
allow yourfelf to be taken in tbe name of Solomon, 
Jor the fervice of tbe great Prophet. Make no 
fcruple to kill him, for being brought here by 
an enchantment, life is infupportable to him; 
but preferve his feathers, burn a partof his 
heart and body, and carefully keep the afhes 
thereof. Thofe of the heart thrown upon a 
perfume of amber, will open a paffage to you. 
under the mountain, by which alone you can 
get out from this place ; you will keep a por-. 
tion of thcfe afhes til you return, and you 
will carefully preferve thofe of the body.. 
When the mountain fhałl have opened to. 
afford a paflage to you, you will each of you: 
take one feather from the tail, two from the: 
wings, and two from the head of the bird, and 
prefent them all at once upon the fmoke of 
the perfume. "The prince Habed-il-Rouman 
fhall then pronounce alone, Heatbers,  mef- 
fengers of Solomon, condućł to their work tbę- 
Jabourers of tbe propbets cf God. You will let 
yourfelves go on; and you will b: conducted 
at the-entrance of the city Harena!' into an 
alley of Olives planted by Hal-il- Maugraby.. 
FTou will find a folitary olive, furpafling all the 
. K k 3 raft: 
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reft in height, to which you muft attach'your= 
ielves : the door of the-enchanted abode is un- 
der its root; but the paflage changes: its place 
every month, which is a farther precaution ta- 
ken by Yandar to render the enchantment in- 
accefhble. You will make a circle of thirty 
feet in diameter around the tree; you will fta- 
tion yourfelves near this circle, at equal diftan- 
ces, and each of you throw a part of the afhes 
of the birds body into a pan of perfumes. 
"which you fhall have brought with you: the: 
earth will then tremble under your feet, and 
epen at the place where the paffage is. Habed- 
i|-Rouman will place one of the princes, armed 
with a naked fabre, at the mouth of the open- 
ing, faying to him, Soldier of M abomet da your” 
duty, and guard.tbis pajjage.  Xou will next. 
order, in concert, the feathers to do their duty.. 
The beauties of every kind, through which. 
you will pafs, muft not for a fingle moment. 
attraćt your curiofity; and you muft fhut your 
ears againft the concerts. of the birds, with. 
which the groves fhall refound. "Thaugh op-. 
prefled by immoderate tliirft, let not tle appae 
rent purity and frefhnefs of the ftream .temptyou 
to tafte its waters : every thing you fhall meet 
with is dangerous. "The prince Habed-il-Rou- 
man is to march at your head; and you wi 
arrive with your fabres in your hands, at the 
śoat. of a.terracć furrounding the magnificent 
dome, . 


” 


. " ŻW 


ARABIAN TALES. 391 


dome, wherein is the fatal urn, which it is 
your objećt to procure. A large ditch, an 
hundred feet wide, of which it is impoflble 
to perceive the bottom, furrounds this terrace ; 
you will leap over it by the afliftance of the 
birds feathers. There are four ftairs; you 
will afcend by that one which at that time is 
folid. - But you will previoufly make triał of 
them by burning on the firft ftep of each 
a perfume, into which you will throw a 
pinch of the afhes of the body. You will all 
five be employed in the operation, and Habed- 
_1l-Rouman fhall pronounce alone, Szare, di/coś 
ver tbyfeff. "Che folid ftep. will then remain 
in its place, and the reft will vanifh. from your 
fight. | 
When you fhall have got upon the terrace; 
you will go round the battlement: look not at 
the architećture and ornaments.. Remem+ 
Ber, that in order to penetrate within, you. 
muft firft addrefs yourfelves to the door which. 
is towards the eaft, and. that the falfe 
fplendour, however magnificent, which will. 
appear to enlighten you, will only. ferve to 
dazzle- your fight. "The prince Habed-il-Rou- 
man will be obliged to burn perfumes, and to 
throw pinches of the alhes before the four 
doors; and then, inftead of:preferving the co 
Jour, and the refemblance of gold, the door: 
gorrefponding to our caft will be. wkite, R 
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that of the weft red s the fouth will be dif- 
tinguifhed by black, and the north by yellow.. 
An armed fentinel muft be placed oppofite to 
each door, and the prince Habed-il- Rouman 
muft prefent himfelf at the eaft, and ftrike 
three blows with the blade of his fabre. I 
cannot inform you what kind of phantom will 
difpute the entrance when the door is opened 3, 
for the principał defence of this place, which 
IS full of prodigies, confifts in a continuał 
change. 

-As foon as Habed-il-Rouman fhall have 
knocked at the white door, whatever phantom 
prefents itfelf, he will conjure it by tbe fwęntym 
four books of Hłananias +. When the vifion is. 
diiperied, he will place his centinel upon the 
threfhold of the door, between the two pofts. 
_ He will then pafs on to the red door, and as 
foon as he (hall have caufed it to be opened, he 
will conjure the objećts which fhall appear 
to terrify and deftroy him, by tbe power= 
Jul feal om tbe ring of Solomon. This vi- 
fion will, in like manner, leave a free paflage ;. 
but he muft content himfelf with appointing 
a guard to it, and pafs. on to the black door,.. 
the conjuration of which is exprefied by żbe ee 
graving on tbe fabre of Mahomet. "The fourth 
door is conjured by be power of Mofes s rod.. 


t Thefe are the books of: the prophets; 
Prince 
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. Prince of Syria, when you fhall have made 
yourfelf mafter of the four doors, you will 
enter by that of the eaft; you will find your- 
felf in the tomb where the afhes of the father 
and mother of Maugraby are enclofed ir 
an urn, fealed by the feal of Kokopilefob, and 
placed on the knees of a ftatue which repre-, 
fents this fovereign of rebel fpirits againft God 
and his Prophet.  Ihe ftatue holds in its 
hand a golden bow always bent, and fitted 
with an arrow of fire ready to be difcharged. 
Your conjurątion againft this danger, which is 
the moft eminent of all muft be dy źbe facred 
charaćłers written on tbe tiara of tbe fewifb 
Higb-prief. "The arrow will then difperfe in- 
to fmoke, and the ftatue will be difarmed; 
you will take from its finger a ring which be- 
longed to Yandar, and put it upon the little 
finger of your left hand. You will then take 
the little urn which is on the knees of the 
ftatue, and having fixed it in your girdle, 
you will be mafter of the power of Maugraby. 
You will touch the ftatue with the ring, by 
the power of which it was formed, and this 
coloflus of gold, together with the throne on 
which it is placed, will vanifh into fmoke. 
'With rćfpećt to the operation of breaking 
my chains, take three of the feathers which 
conftitute my necklace, burn a perfume, and 
throw them upon it, pronouncing, Żuman 
crealurey 
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creature, in the name of Moabomet, I refore te 
50u your liberty. Whenever this is done, com- 
mand the feathers of the bird Fe//efze to carry 
you to the place where I am. You wilł And 
me free, and employed in guarding againft 
every thing which might obitrućt your happy 
return. | 

Recollećt, Prince, every thing that I have 
told you. Iconfider it as a favour from Heaven 
that I have been able to keep in remembrance 
the information given me by Kardafh. But 
fince I have been reduced to the ftate in which 
you bchołd me, I have repeated it every morn- 
ing and evening. My only confolation was 
the hope that one day it might be ufeful to 
mankind and to myfelf, 

Habed-il-Rouman was endowed with as 
much memory as underftanding ; and every 
thing which he had heard remained engraved 
upón his mind. He conceived that, in the 
danyer with which they were threatened by 
the aćtual power of Maugraby, not a moment 
was to be loft, and he fet out with his com- 
panions in misfortune to the purfuit of the 
bird Feflefze. "They foon made themfelves 
mafters of it, killed it, and divided its fea- 
thers. "The heart and body were burnt fepa- 
rately,that the ufe which was pointed outmight 
be made of the afhes. Having armed themfelves, 
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under a clear fky, and the moft beautiful and 
fmiling country prefented itfelf to their view. 
Hunger and thirft began to be felt. "Tranf- 
parent and cool waters were within reach of 
the path which they followed. "Their banks 
were adorned with borders covered with me- 
lons of every kind. Pear, apple, and orange 
trees were upon their road ; and they were oblig- 
ed to remove, with their hand, branches loade 
ed with fruit, which obftućted their paflage. 
«« Soldier of Mahomet!” cried the Prince 
from time to time, <« we came not here to eat 
and drink ; the wants which we feel and the 
means of gratification which are prefented to 
us are, fnares laid for our ruin.  Defire not 
thefe waters; pufh baek and tread under foot 
thefe fruits: *ere now we have learned to fuf- 
fer, let us fupport with courage the ills which 
we endure.” 

But an inconvenience of another kind was 
foon added to what they felt. "They were 
pafling over a fandy plain, and the fun, which 
then * ppeared to be over head, communicated 
to it fo fcorching a heat, that they thought 
they were pafling over burning coals. On both 
fides of the road which they purfued were 
two lanes fhaded with trees, and covered with a 
mofły down fo frefh and cool that it might well 
attraćł the attention of travellers fo thirfty as 
they were. *« Rejećt with difdain the fale 
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means of relief which are prefented to you,” 
cried the prince of Syria. ** Every thing here 
refembles the carefling looks and difcourfes of 
our cruelenemy.” The princes who followed 
Habed.il-Rouman had need of a chief fo cou= 
rageous, and fo much upon his guard .againft 
the ftratagems of the enemy. The laft of alł 
was the teait forefeen, and the moft dangerous. 
HThey pafled along a road ftrewed with poppies, 
and in fpite of themfelves fleep began to weigh. 
down their eye-lids. he prince of Byria, who 
obferved this new charm, exclaimed, Soldiers 
of Mabomet, fłop a moment to tread tbefe flowers 
under foot in bis name.  Ihey obcyed, and fleep 
immediately vanifhed. They again fet out on 


- their journey, and difcovered, in the middle of 


the plain, the roof of the edifice which they 
had come to deftroy. 

We fhall not ftop to defcribe thofe magical 
beauties where every thing was delufive, but 
follow the labours of Habed-il-RRouman fe- 
conded by his companions. [hey arrived at 
the brink of the dreadful ditch, but being ren- 
dered agile by the feathers of the bird, they 
foon got -on the terrace. lhey ftudied the 
pofition of the door, and aćted in every thing 
conformably to what they had been taught. 
The doors having refurmed their true colours, 
and Habed-il-Rouman having knocked at the 


«white, it opened with a horribie crafh; a hi- 
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deous giant appeared, and intended to ftrike 
the prince with his lance ; but being conjured 
in the namnie of the twenty-four books of Han- 
anias, he was converted into a vapour, which 
was inftantly difperfed. 

Habed-il-Rouman, after placing a guard at 
the firft door, went to the fecond. "Iwo lions 
with open mouths were ready to dart upon 
him, but at the name of the feal of Solomon's 
ring this vihon was dillipated more quickly 
even than the former. he conjuration in the 
name of the engraving on Mahomet's fabre 
killed a horrible ferpent with three heads, which 
guarded the third door. Laft of all the con- 
juration by the rod of Mofes foftened the fteel 
of a fharp and ponderous axe, which defcend- 
ed upon the neck of the young Prince of Sy- 
ria, at the moment when the laft door was 
opened at his command. 

Ile was at length mafter of all the avenues 
which could conduct to.the formidable ftatue. 
He had every where płąced guards, who were 
rendered vigilant by a regard to their own pre- 
fervation. At the leaft noife they heard with- 
out they were ordered to raile their fabres in 
the name of Mahomet; and the precaution 
was worthy of the wife Prince by whom it was 
taken ; for as foon as he fet his foot on the 
entrance of the white door to penetrate into the 
dome, the fpirits of the four elements were let 
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łoofe to the afhiftance of the ftatue of Kokopi- 
lefob. 

If the avenues had been unguarded, thefe: 
fpirits would have penetrated through the four 
gates, and carried off the image and the urn 
wherein the afhes of Hal-il-Maugraby and of 
Y andar were depofited. Habed-il-Rouman was 
before the coloflusof gold,which wasraifedupon 
a throne of the fame metal, and the head of 
which reached almoft to the roof of the building. 
Its eyes were like a flafh of lightning which, 
confined in a (mall fpace from which it endea- 
vours to efcape, appears to ftruggle conti- 
nuałły againft itfelf. "The burning arrow di- 
rećted againft the breaft of Habed-il- Rouman 
was about to fly; but being conjured by the 
facred charaćter imprinted on the tiara of the 
Jewifh high-prieft it fell, and the bow drop- 
ping at the fame time from the hand of the fta= 
tue, delcended to the earth along with it. 

The prince of Syria fprung boldly upon the 
throne, and took the ring from the fłatue, 
which however large, was immediately fitted 
to his finger. He took pofłefhon alfo of the 
urn, which was the principal objećt of his un- 
dertaking: then, in a moment of enthufiafm, 
giving the ftatue a back ftroke with the hand 
on which the ring had been put, Zafamous coby, 
faid he, of the mofi criminal of all beings, 
may you be defłroyed as you were produced. 'Vhe 
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flatue of Kokopiłefob had been conftrućted by 
fpirics fubjećt to the power of the ring. By 
this command, which was undoubtedły infpir- 
cd, they were forced to deftroy their owń 
work; and its fall and diflolution were anoun- 
ced by a terrible noife. "The horror of this 
fcene was increafed by the dreadful darknefs 
which accompanied the noife. 

_ "The whole force of the enchantment refidedin 
the ftatue; and when this talifman was deftroy- 
ed,the illufions of every kind ceafed to adorn an 
abode formed in one of thofe immenfe cavities 
which are found in the bowels of the earth. But 
they ceafed not without fhaking the enormous 
mafs by which they were covered ; and if the 
paflage which led to this frightful folitude had 
not been guarded by one of Habed-il-R.ou- 
man's companions, it would have been filled 
up.  Habed-il- Rouman recommended him- 
felf and his brethren to God and his great pro- 
phet, and preferved the greateft prefence of 
mind amid the diforder by which he was fur- 
rounded, and the darknefs in which he was in- 
volved. As he moved, he perceived that the ring 
on his finger emitted fome light; and he rub- 
„bed it, to endeavour to procure from it farther 
afhftance. At that inftant the ring fparkled, 
and a fpirit, in human fhape, followed by four 
others, the firft of which was a tyger, the fe- 
cond a fifh, the third a bird, and the laft a 
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falamander, appeared before him. « Command 
the four elements,” faid the fpirit; <* having 
got pofleflion of the ring of the great Kokopile- 
fob, you are mafters of them.” <« [I with,” 
replied Habed-il- Rouman, with firmnefs, « this 
abode to be enlightened, that I may know 
where I am, and where the princes my com- 
panions are. ** Salamander,” faid the fpirit, 
« do your duty.” Inftantly the immenfe ca- 
vern was lighted with a thoufand artificial 


fiambeaus, which were placed in the cavities of 


the rocks, and the five princes who had been 
only a very little feparated, re-aflembled, and. 
began to confult concerning the meafures. 
which were proper to be taken.. 

They prepared, upon the very fpot, to break: 
the chains of the princefs of Egypt. Habed -il-. 
Rouman lighted a fire, burnt: a perfume,, 
threw into .it the feathers with which he was. 
entrufted, and pronounced the words which. 
were to compłeat the deftrućtłion of the en- 
chantment. The aromatics which were thrown. 
upon the flame diffufed: an: agreeable odour,. 
from which the prince drew a favourable omen. 
of the fuccefs of the operation.. 

Habed-il-Roumar next determined: to caufe- 
himfelf be carried back. to the retreat of the: 
magician, by the fame means by- which he had 
come out. <*« What do you mean?” faid the. 
princes, * would we expofe ourfelves to fall: 
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a fecond time into the hands of our mercilef5 
enemy, when the feathers of. the bird Fe/ffefzć 
put it in our power to return each of us to 
our fathers kingdom; and when the ring 
which you pofłefs has given. you authority 
over the genies who prefide over the four ele-. 
„ments !” «« Were it only io deliver the princefs. 
of Egypt,” faid Habed-il- Rouman, * I would 
confider, that my duty as a Muffelman called 
me to her afliitance, though I were infenfble 
to every emotion of humanity and gratitude. 
But, my brethren, the feathers of the bird of 
Solomon, were made only to be of advantage 
. to the followers of the prophet. Kokopelifob's 
ting befits the finger only of a magician, and. 
your own experience muft have fuficiently in- 
ftructed you in the nature of magic. Though. 
I have now had recourfe to it, it was only to. 
turn it againft itfelf; and I fhońld think myfelf 
culpable, if in doing fo, I had confułted only 
my own intereft. By what we have done;** 
continued he, <« judge, brothers, if our duty: 
js not clearly pointed out to us. We have got: 
pofłefion of the talifman, which contains the 
power of Maugraby, and we ought to make 
ourfelves mafters of his life. We would be: 
guilty of a great crime in allowing him to en- 
joy it; fooner or later divine vengeance would 
overtake us, and perhaps he might be made 
the inftrument of our punifhment. We ought 
to: 
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to deliver all the unfortunate men who have 
been transformed by him into brutes, and de- 
ftroy all his enchantments.” 

The princes were afhamed that they had 
not of themfelves adopted this generous refo- 
lution ; and promifed to the prince of Syria to 
do every thing in their power to fecond him in 
his undertaking. It was inftantly refolved, - 
that by. means of the feathers of the bird 
Fefefze, they fhould return to the princefs of 
Egypt. The feathers were obedient to the or-. 
ders which they received, and carried them 
with the greateft rapidity without the compafs 
of the cavern which had been the theatre of 
Yandar's enchantments. Ihe magical lights by. 
which they were enlightened then gave every 
objećt its natural appearance. '[hey were at. 
length arrived at the opening which led to the 
country. It was night.  Habed-il- Rouman 
propofed to. fet out inftantly to the palace of 
Maugraby ; and. the bird's feathers raifing 
them into the air, carried them forward on 
their journey. At break of day they were at 
the brink.of that fountain into which they had. 
all fix been plunged. < I.recognize the tree,” 
faid the prince of I)amas, on which my poor 
great-grandmother was hanged ; but there re- 
mains not the fmalleft veftige of her body.” 

The fight of a place wherein they had been 
expofed. to fo dreadful fufferings. confirmed: 
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the five princes who had been delivered by Ha- 
bed-il- Rouman in their hatred and rage againft 
Maugraby. But the prince of Syria was employ- 
ed about the means of penetrating into the re- 
treat of their barbarous enemy, there to accom- 
plifh their revenge. He kindled a fire, burnt per- 
fumes, and threw into it the afhesof the bird's. 
heart. The foot of the mountain opened ta 
allow him a paflage, and he entered it follow= 
ed by the princes. 

Day was beginning to appear when the: 
princefs of Egypt, from the heart of the pałace,. 
where fhe had pafled the night upon her ftick, 
heard the ufual.noife, which anounced the vio- 
łence done to nature in penetrating into the: 
place where (he was. Being freed from her 
chains, fhe flew out of a window in the pa- 
lace, to meet thofe who arrived. She was not 
afraid of its being Maugraby, for (he had not 
the fmalieft doubt of the fuccefs of Habed-il-- 
Rouman, to whom fhe owed her: deliverance. 
She rofe in her flight fufhciently high to be 
able to diftinguifh thofe who came out of the- 
cavern. The princes immsdiately faw a bird. 
fiying over their heads ;, but it was no new ob- 
jećt to them.  A.voice, with which they were - 
all acquainted, feemed to come from heaven, 
and addrefled Habed-il-Rouman : «* Prince of 
Syria,” faid fhe, ** have you the urn and the. 
ring ?” «« Ihave,” replied the young Prince, 
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recognizing the bird, which defcended towards 
him. * In that cafe,” replied the 'harra, 
clapping its wings for joy, ** rub the ring up- 
on your finger, and command the fpirit who 
fhall apprar to bring you the oldeft and moft 
fcabby fheep in the flocks belonging to this 
place. We have a facrifice to perform ; let us 
go to the palace, whither your wants muft 
call you. You may now fatisfy them without 


„uneafinefs ; here you are abfolute mafter ; your 


enemy is now wholly fubjećt to your power. 
You have in your bofom the talifman, where- 
in all his power is depofited, and you will foon 
have that on which his life depends. It was al- 
moft two days fince the princes had taken any 
nourifhment ; but they felt fome reluctance to 
feed upon the flefh of the animals which they 
beheld around them. <« We know not,” faid 
Habed-il-Rouman, ** but we may deprive of 
life fome unfortunate men who may have been 
transformed into that (hape. At any rate, we 
run no danger by ufing roots and fruits.” 
« You may make ufe of all the birds and deer 
which you fee here, faid /i/fer of tbe planety. 
They are really brutes, as well as thofe con- 


fined in the great aviary. Give orders '€i- 


ther by the power of the ring which is on your : 
finger, or by that of the talifman which is in 
your bofom, and every thing here will. be obe- 
dient to you.” 
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Habid-il-Rouman touched the urn which 
was in his bofom, and inftantly a negro with a 
golden necklace appeared. ** Ha! it is Ilage- 
Cadahe,” exclaimed the Prince of 'Tartary ; 
«« fpeak, deteftable black, who treated me 
with fuch barbarity, how could your infamous 
mafter feparate from you when you ferved him 
fo faithfully ?” << I have no other mafter,” an- 
fwered the negro, ** except he who pofłefies 
the urn to which I am fubjećted ; my mafter 
js here, and I am come to receive his orders !* 
Then addrefling himfelf to the Prince of Sy- 
ria, <« What are your commands,” faid he, to 
the flave of the afhes of Hal-il-Maugraby and 
of Yandar? «« Caufe dinner be ferved up to 
us,” faid the Prince of Syria. The flave obey- 
ed, and withdrew. 

At that inftant the genie of the ring brought 
an old fcabby fheep, on which there did nat 
remain a lock of wool, to the feet of Habed-il- 
Rouman. It was bound by the four feet ; one 
of the hinder legs was fhorter than the reft; 


and on thąt fide the thigh appeared fwelled. 


« Ah! curfed beaft!” faid the genie; 
though it was furrounded on all fides, I 
thought we fhould never'have caught it. Yan- 
dar, by enclofing in its thigh the talifman 
to which her fon's life was attached, had en- 
chanted it.” 
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It ran forwards, and backwards, on this fide 
and on that with equal fwiftnefs; a fly could 
not pafs through fome places through which. 
it efcapcd; and it gave fuch blows with its 
head and feet as would have bruifed a piece of 
marble. << Genie,” faid Habed-il-Rouman, 
« [ command you to kill this animal:” « I 
cannot,” replied the genie, ** you muft ftrike 
it with your ring.” Habed-il-Rouman follow- 
ed the direćtion of the genie; the animal ut- 
tered a dreadful groan, and expired. The 
Prince of Syria then touched the fwelled thigh 
with the ring, and ordered the talifman to come 
out ; the thigh opened, and there came forth 
a plate of gold covered with magical charaćt- 
ers.  Habed-il-Rouman confidered it with at- 
tention, and obferved that it correfponded with 
the characters engraved upon the ring which 
he had upon his fnger. 

Finding himfelf at length mafter of the mon- 
fter's life and power, he was going to hold a 
confultation concerning the meafures. which 
were to be taken to rid the earth of him: but 
„ while he was explaining his plan, the ufual 
noife and fhaking which preceded the magi- 
cian's return to his palace were heard.  Mau- 
graby, who had been at Mouflou!, engaged in 
fome of his ufual undertakings, was informed 
of his difafter by the infdelity of his wand. 
Ile wifhed to command Megine to do fome- 

thing 
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thing of importance for him, but the wand, 
inftead of turning on his finger, fell from his 
hand and was broken. He was feized with 
terror, and determined to fły inftantly to 
the centre of his enchantments, that he 
might confult his books. His own power was 
deftroyed, but the means which he was going 
to put in praćtice came not from himfelf, and 
they would do him that fervice which he re- 
quired. It was the feathers of the bird 'Tef- 
fefze which the impious wretch dared to 
employ, and conjuring them by the name of 
Solomon, they inftantly carried him to the foot 
of the mountain, the bowels of which were 
compelled to open by the ordinary ceremony 
of the perfume. 

When he arrived in his retreat, nothing 
ftirred to come to meet him, not even Ilage- 
Cadahe, the moft fubmifive and: timid of his 
flaves. He wifhed to ftop in order to reflećt, 
but the feathers violently carried him forward, 
and threw him through a window into the 
middle of the apartment where the princes 
were dining and deliberating concerning his 
fate. [he princefs was perched on her ftick, 
oppofite to the window ; fhe fcw a horrible 
figure fall down like a bundle, and notwith- 
ftanding his ridiculous drefs, difcovered him 
by the fmell. «© It is our moniter,” exclaimed 
fhe. 

At 
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At Mouffoul Maugraby had been difguifed 
EBke an akir; a wretched fheep's fkin ftripped 
ef the wool, and torn, half covered his body, 
which was disfigured by wounds, fome of 
which were ftill bleeding. His head was. 
covered with red hair, his beard was of the. 
fame colour ; both of them were briftly, and 
bedaubed with the moft loathfome dirt. His 
eyes refembled thofe of a demoniac ; rage, 
terror, and defpair were painted in his counte- 
nance. He held in his hand the knife which 
he had employed to mutilate his body, and he 
had about his neck the rofary of the great- 
grandmother, which he had appropriated to 
himfelf, and of which he undoubtedły intend- 
ed to make ufe. We know not whom he 
meant to feduce at Moufloul, in this horrible 
fhape ; but he was then fo frightful that fouls 
łlefs courageous than thofe before whom he 
was forced to appear would have bcen con- 
geałed with terror. 

He had firength to recover from his fall, 
and looking at his wiłe, whom he recognized, 
he lifted, with a threatening air, the knife 
which he heldin hishand. << Featkers of tbe bird 
Fefefze,” faid he, <€ I command you to carry we 
fo this infamouśs magician.”  Habed-il-Rouman 
arole, and made a movement with his hand 5 
« Spirits of the ring,” cried he, « chain this fu- 
 rious madman.” «Ah! viper! whom I have 


VeL. IV. M m nourifk- 


416 ARABIAN. TALES, 


nourifhed, and treated with too much atten- 
tion,” faid the magician, « itis you who have 
armed yourfelf againft me.” 
wretch ! your invećtive, and ftill more your 
threatening,” faid the prince of Syria, «.the 
meafure of your iniquities is full, and »you 
hall now fufter that death which you deferve. 
Let the terror of the torments whichawait you. 
be the beginning of your punifhment here. Con- 
hder how wicked you are, think that you are 
_ going to fall into the power of-one as wicked-as 
yourfelf, and tremble at the thoughts of your 
fituation. With refpećt to me, abominable ma- 
gician, the great Prophet hath made me mafter 
of your power and of your life.” << I curfe your 
Prophet,”replied Maugraby witha furioustone. 
'«« Spirits of the ring faid the Prince of Syria, 
with the greateft calmnefs, ** put a gag in the 
mouth of this impious wretch. Let him becar- 
ried into the middle of his palace court, let him. 
be there bound withfour chains, and let the pile 
be heaped arcund him, by which he is to be 
confumed alive. Confider that though I com- 
mand you by the ring which I pofiefs, yet it 
js in the name of Mahomet, and I will feverely 
punifh the very appearance of difobedience.” 
At this command the fpirits trembling with 
fear on their own account, carried off Maugra- 
by, and went to bind him with four iron chains 
to a fteel pofł fixed in the middle of the.court, 
| WkŁen 
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When the magician difappeared, Habed-il- 
Rouman addrefied the princefs. of Egypt ; 
«« Madam,” faid he, << is it not proper that 
we immediately endeavour to refcue the hu- 
man creatures who are in this place from op- 
preflion, that they may'enjoy the fpećtacle of 
their tyrant's death.” << Prince,” anfwered //ffer_ 
of tke planets, 6 inorder to-deliver what is here ' 
from enchantment, a rhixture of 'the afhes of 
Maugraby, with thofe which are contained in 
the urn, is neceffary. Give orders that he be 
burnt in fuch a manner that: his afhes fhall 
not be intermixed with thofe of the wood 
which. is piled around.him.. You would, 
moreover, be much 'embarafied with all the 
people whom you woułd have upon your hand. - 
Whatever plenty of provifions we have at out 
command, we muft.not oblige ourfelves to 
fupport this great army one day longer than is 
neceflary,. before every one can difperfe to 
return to his native land; and the country is 
aninhabited. for twenty leagues around this „.- 
fmountain.. Both the men and the women in 
this place have not the fmalleft idea of the 
violence by which they were brought hither ; 
and the punifhment of the criminal would 
terrify without inftrućting them. We muft . 
even deftroy the enchantments amid which we 
are, before we open their eyes to them. Many 
of them, Prince, have been long abfent from 

NM m 2 their 


412 ARABIAN. TALES, 


their families ; they muft be enabled to earry 
back a competency to them; you have here 
inexhauftable treafures, which will enable you 
to aćt generoufly towards them.” 

Scarcely had the Princefs done fpeaking 
when the fpirit who was fubjećt to the power 
-_ of the ring came to inform them that the pile 
was collećłed. << Let the fire be put to it,” 
faid Habed-il-Rouman ; « but let the gag by no 
means be taken from the mouth of the cri- 
minal ; I wifh his blafphemies to remain con- 
fined to himfelf/” <« You will be obliged,” 
faid the Princefs, «© to add to the feverity of 
his punifhment, by your prefence. You muft 
throw the talifman to which his life is attached 
into the midft of the burning pile: and I ad- 
vife you alfo to join the ringto.it. You mulft 
diveft yourfelf of a power fo dangerous as that 
which it confers upon you. If it could de- 
- ftroy the Dom-Daniel, I would perfuade you 
to preferve it; but that glorious work is re- 
ferved for the powers of Mahomet. (Go with 
the princes, your companions in arms, to get. 
the magician”s books, that he may fee the fruit 
of his labours perifh with him; and would ta 
God that together with them his diabolical 
art were deftroyed |” 

"The Prince of Syria followed thefe counfels, 
which were dićtated by wifdom. The talif- 
man, books, elixir, initruments, and every. 
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thing which had been employed by Maugraby 
in his labours were immediately thrown upon 
the burning pile which furrounded the magi- 
cian on all fides. But he was not deprived of 
life till the talifman taken from the thigh of 
the fcabbed fheep had been by the force of 
fire reduced to a ftate of fufion. When the 
ring was diflolved, the palace and 4ll the 
buildings which furrounded it were feen to 
vanifh into fmoke ; the quadrupeds, and birds 
which were confined in it iffued forth from all 
quarters; and mingled with the deer and other 
wild beafts :'but the human creatures, who - 
had undergone a transformation, were, by a 
fuperior inftinćt, foon gathered around their 
deliverers. They conffted of horfes, camels, . 
elephants; and there were feen among them, 
even lions and tygers, divefted of their fero- - 
city. 

The body of Maugraby was reduced to - 
afhes; but the exceffive heat of the flames, 


prevented them from approaching to gather 
them. The Egyptain Princefs, in the mean 


time, availing herfelf of her fmall fize and 
agile body, rofe above this newly-animated 
crowd, examined them, and came andaddrefled 
Habed-il-Rouman. . **:Prince,” faid  fhe, 
«« thefe are the unfortunate beings whom you 
are going to reftore to their country, to their 
families, and fo to fpeak, to'a new life. They 
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will not be fo eafily governed when they are. 


reftored to their natural form, as they appear 
to be at prefent ; but you are called by Maho- 
met and your fłar, to command them. You 
fee them waiting here till the afhes of the 
magician can be mixed with thofe of his father 
and mother, that you may employ the mixture 
in the deftrućtion of the enchantment which 
degrades them beneath their proper fpecies. In 
the mean time, till you can'engage in this 
pieafing work, come attended with your com- 
panions, to diltinguifh thofe of which the ma- 
gician has by his violence got pofłeffion ; every 
one will recognize what belongs to himfelf, 
and you fhall be fole Pope of what does 
not find an owner. 

[The Princes inftantly fet out, under the 
condućt of the bird, to the magician's maga- 
zines, where the rareft and richeft goods 
were heaped up. [hey there faw collećtions 
of gold and filver vefiels, heaps of purles con-- 
taining coined gold, veflels made of precious 
ftones full of diamonds of the greateft beauty, 
and provifions fufhcient to enable an army to 
take the field << Here,” faid the prmcefs, 

«« are many objećts fufhcient to awaken the 
avarice of princes lefs noble than thofe to 
whom I addrefs myfelf. Here each of you 


will find fubjećts: it belongs to the Prince - 


Habed-il- Rouman to give orders that they 
fhatl 
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hall arrange themfelves under the commandh 
ef their proper chiefs ;, the rights of each will. 
then be refpećted. Before we return to the. 
magician's pile, I will take my fhare of the. 
booty.” 'Ihe Egyptian Princefs, as fhe pro- 
nounced thefe words, fixed. on a piece of 
gauze, carried it away with her beak, placed it 
jn one of her claws,. and refumed her flight. 
They all returned to the place where the hand- 
jul of afhes to which the whole body of Mau- 
graby was reduced was placed.. Habed-il- 
Rouman took poflefion of it, and broke the 
urn of gold which was in his bofom, in order 
to prepare the mixture. <€ It is nor all over,” 
faid the bird, placed on the gauze which it. 
had carried away. <« Make a perfume, Prince, 
throw into it all the feathers which you and 
your companions have preferved of the bird 
Feffefze, and command them, in.the name of 
Solomon, to fcatter towards the four winds of 
heaven the afhcs which you are going to caft 
into the air.” '[he Prince of Syria obeyed ; 
and fcarcely were the afhes fcattered when an 
extraordinary noife was heard ; it was a cry 
of alftonifhment uttered by ten thoufand per- 
fons, who had been WOPR reftored to 
the human form. 

Habed-il-Rouman loft not a moment: «5y- 
rians;” cried he, <* arrange yourfelves behind 
me. Tartars! there is your prince; 


Chinefe, 
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Chinefe, here is yours ;——« people of Damas ! 
and of Cinigać ! range yourfelves under your 


chiefs.* At this plain and firm command the - 
whole crowd were feen rubbing their eyes, as - 


if they had awaked from a deep fleep, arrang- 


"ing themfelves and obeying the orders with 


extraordinary quicknefs. When each of them 
was in his place, the princes informed their 
fubjećts that their departure was fixed for to- 


morrow, and that they muft hold themfelves- 


in readinefs. A fine fłir was.then made. 
Fvery one ran into the country after his ca- 


mels, his horfes, and his elephants; and wo» - 


raen took by the hand children with whom 


they were not acquainted, and examined their . 
httle equipage. In two hours every one had - 
recognized what belonged to him, and they . 


were all reduced to the moft complete fubor- 


dination. 'Uhey afked at one another where they | 


were, but none could give any anfwer. 'Ihey 
all believed that they had come fmce laft 
night to the place where they then were. 
Fabed-il- Rouman became mafter of thirty 
elephants, fixty camels, and a great number 
of horfes and mules. Ilis own fubjećts were 
to carry away -the treafures of Maugraby, and 


divide them upon the beafts of burden. The 


"women were to be placed in towers upon the 


backs of the elephants, with the youths who. - 
were too wcax to fupport the fatigue of the : 


journ ey. 


, 
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journey.. The fix princes were mounted on 
ftately fteeds. 

Amid the general confufion which prevailed, 
and the care which every one took of them- 
felves, the Harra had been loft fight of. Ha- 
bed-il-Rouman fuddenly perceived, at the-dif- 
tance of a few paces, a woman covered with 
a. veil from head to foot, fitting 'upon the 
earth, and leaning on a tree. He drew near; 
and, after addrefling her, enquired who fhę 
was. <<Iama poor Egyptian,” anfwered the 
woman. At thefe few words the Prince re- 
cognized the voice, and intended to call his 
companions, that they might. pay to her that 
homage and refpećt which was due. ** Great 
princefs !” faid he «| -am' nothing;” an- 
fwered (he; <*my difobedience has. deprived 
me of my claim. to'the crown, and, what is 
ftill more afflićting, to paternał affeótion. I 
was from choice the wife of Maugraby ; I dare 
not lift my eyes to heaven, nor look upon the 
earth without confufion of fące ; fhame is my 
portion, and repentance my refource. (e- 
nerous Prince, though I have failed in every 
inftance of my duty,, and'am now in want of 
every thing, dare to become: my fupport: 
place me upon one of thefe elephants with 
women whom my company cannot debafe ;. 
protećt the Egyptians who may be in this 
płace : I am wholly devoted to my benefaćtor, 

and: 
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and am no longer any thing to Egypt. I wifh 
my father could ever be ignorant of the dread- 
ful lot which I have carved out to myfelf: but 
I have left him 'blinded with idolatry ; and I 
muft go and lead a penitent life at Mecca, 
untił I have obtaimed from the :great Prophet 
the favour'of being able .to refcue the unfor- 
tunate but refpećtabłe author of:my days from 
thofe abominable errors into which he is 
plungćd.” | 

Habed-il-Rouman fhed tears at this dif- 
courłe. 'Ihis young Prince had never been 
acquainted with any. woman but the Queen 
his mother, and he was a total ftranger to the 
paflion'of love. "The account which the Egyp= 
tian princefs had given -of- her adventures had 
not onły called forth his efteem, but alfo in= 
fpired him with a tender concern fot-her in- 
tereft. "The wifdom, the.knowledge, and the 
prudence of which fhe had lately given re- 
peated proofs, had ftil increafed the affećtion 
which he had conceived for her. In fhort, 
without having feen her, and without know- 
ing her, he was already pafhionately im love 
with her. <« Great Princefs!” faid he, «* do 
you doubt that - you are not abfolute fovereign 
of every thing in this place * When this peo- 


ple fhall have recovered from their aftonifh- - 
ment do you fuppofe that we will let them re+ - 
main ignorant of the tribute of. gratitude - 

which. 
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which. is. due to-you, or that: any; of us cam 
for a moment. depart from thofe duties which 
fuch a fentiment preferibes. The: tower 
wherein you fhall be pląced; will become the 
objećł, of our fincereft homage, and, of. our 
moft attentiye regard. With us your wifhes 
wil have the force of commands, and our 
obedience fhall be:unequalled.” 

« Alas! prince,” anfwered:/ffer'of the. plam 
?ieżs, *< confider that: you fpeak to a perfon, 
who, yielding to:an* extravagant paflion, has 
forgotten the moft: facred of all duties.* "The 
more the Princefs:humbled herfelf, the more 
exaltęd did fhe appear in the:eyes of Flabed-il-- 
Rouman. The young prince, however, did 
not allow: a growing pafhion to divert him from 
his duty. Being the chief of a.kind of' army, 
he muft beftow.great attention'on the eftablifh- 
ment of order, the regulation' of the march, 
and the providing for their wants. "The afhes 
of the bird,. he knew, would force the moun- 
tain to open a paflage for. him, but he could 
not conceive how the elephants, loaded with 
their towers, could enter the vaults with which 
he was, acquainted. He hoped every thing 
from the goodnefs of Solomon, and flattered' 
himfelf that this.great prophet would favour 
the means by which he intended to, facilitate 
the deliverance of the numerous caravan 
which had been prelerved by fo. many prodi- 

gies 
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gies. He held a conference concerning it with 
M/fier of tbe planetsy before fhe went to enjoy 
repofe in her tower. 'lhe prince of Syria 
communicated to her another obfervation 
which he had made. [he temperature of the 
climate they were in was greatly altered ; the 
heat was become much fnore violent ; the 
clouds of fand, which, till then, had been 
fupported on the tops of the mountains, were 
driven by violent wmds into the plain, and 


"made it fo fterile that the animals which were . 


there aflembled would perifh for want of nou- 
rifhment. He muft therefore leave them a way 
of efcapimg from a place which was no 
longer habitable. 

While he was engaged in thefe ideas the 
night pafled away, and the found of warlike 
inftruments which was heard in the fix little 
camps, announced, at break of day, that every 
thing was in motion for their departure. He 
appeared, and the body, which was compofed 
of Syrians, and commanded by Habed-il-Rou- 
man, formed the van, and advanced. The 
prince rode forward in full gallop, that he 
might force the mountain to open, with- 
out having any witnefles of his labour. "The 
little army which followed him were terrifńed 
at the violent fhaking of the earth which they 
felt; but their fears were foon difpelled by 
the princes, who were prefent through every 

rank. 
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rank. They themfelves, however, were great- 


ly furprifed at one thing, namely, the clouds 
of fand which fell from the top of the moun- 
tains. he animals of the country were fore 
afraid, and followed the troap. 

The prince of Syria commanded the earth 
to open a convenient pafłage; his command 
was obeyed ; and no obftacle was met with, 
even in the darknefs. 'Ihey at length arrived 
at the brink of the fountain, formerly fo terri- 
ble, and while they were refrefhing them- 
felves,  Habed-il-Rouman, in the name of 
Solomon, forbad the earth to clofe, that a 
free paflage might be left to the animals which 
followed the army. 

'Fhe road which the princes took led to the 
frontiers of the kingdom of Taflet. "They 
had to crofs a defart twenty leagues in extent, 

efore they met with the habitations of men; 


and after that, they could arrive in three days - 


at Nareka, the capital of the country, where 
the fovereign refided. "They accomplifhed this 
paffage in five days, without meeting any op- 
pofition. The King of Tafilet was informed 
of the arrival of the moft numerous and €ex- 
traordinary caravan which had ever appeared 
in his dominions. QOihicers were fent to meet 
them : Habed-il-Rouman loaded the meflen- 
gers with prefents, requiring them to alk per- 
mifhon to encamp his troops, and depofit the 
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merchandife which they efcorted, without the 
walls of the capital. "The Princes agreed to 
fay that they came from the kingdom of [om- 
but, and were travelling to the fea-coaft, there 
to take fhipping. The appearance of the 
chief, and that of the Princes who afifted him 
in receiving the King's meflengers commanded 
refpećt, and the magnificent armour worn by 
all thofe who were able to carry arms, gave 
them a high idea of the troop. 'Iame ele- 
phants, with towers on their backs, were 
„quite a new fight to a people who had been 
accuftomed to fee them only in the ftate of na- 

ture. | | 
When they arrived at Nareka, the princes 
went to pay their refpećts to the monarch, to 
whom they gave no other account but that 
they were travelling for their inftrućtion, under 
the direćtion of the moft enlightened among 
them. This declaration was accompa nied and 
confirmed by the molt magnificent prefents. 
After refting for fome days they renewed their 
journey, and arrived at the fea-fhore, where 
every one found vefiels for himfelf and his 
followers. It was time to feparate ; but Ha- 
bed-il-Rouman previoufly loaded his compa- 
nions with riches, and difufed his benefits 
among all thofe to whom he thought them ne- 
cewy. The wife and charitable Szer of the 
Planets had entered into details which enabled 
him 
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him to underftand the fituation of all thofe who» 
compofed the caravan; fhe hał anticipated 
every thing. Cońftantly covered with her veil, 
fhe direćted the prince of Syria in his aćts of 
beneficence, and procured him a thoufand en- 
joyments in the praćtife of this virtue. 'Ihefe 
were greatly heightened by the confidera- 
tion chat they enabled him to fhow himfelf 
worthy of her efteem, which he was become: 
anxious to obtain. 

The princes feparated with great demonftra-. 
tions of affećtion for one another, and promif- 
'ed to fhew it upon every occafion. "They em- 
barked for the dominions of their feverał fa-. 
thers, where a very agreeable furprife, and 
even a revolution in the manner of thinking, 
would be produced by their return, and by 
the events which they had to .relate. * But we 
cannot profecute their fortunes any farther ; 
for the hiftory and adventures of the Prince 
of Syria is the objećt which we have at prefent 
particularly iń vićw. | | 

As he was under no neceflity of avoiding. 
expence, he foon purchafed twelve veflels fot 
the embarkation of his troop. Of all the ani- 
mals which had been in the retinue of his lit= 
tle army, he referved only the elephant on 
which the prineefs was mounted, and his own 
horfe. He had a profperous voyage ; and foon. 

reached the coafk of Syria. As foon as Ha-. 
i Nn2 bede 
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bed-il- Rouman liad landed in the dominions of 
his father, he difpatched a Syrian of diftinc- 
tion with a letter announcing hisarrival to his 
parents, lelt a furprife fhould be accompanied 
with too violent an effect. 


"The connećtion of events has carried us fo 


far from the court of Syria, that after having 
feen Flabed-il-Kalib and Elmenour plunged 
into diltrefs by the carrying away of their fon, 
we have not been able to take a look of what 
had fince happened. We would have feen 
many tears (hed.; but the advices of the cheik, 
who was governor of Habed-il-Rouman, pre- 
vented the afłećtionate parents from giving 
way to defpair. 

He advifed the fovereign to order public 
prayers to be offered up, and every moment of 
the day and night a Muflulman was proftrat- 
ed in the great mofque to invoke the protec- 
tion of Mahomet for the young unfortunate 
prince. << Sire,” faid the virtuous Cheik, 
«« Zatanai has very great power on earth at 
certain hours; you muft, by continual oppo- 
fition, take care that he have.not a fingle 
hour to employ in injuring your fon, and thus 
you will triumph over him. [he king him- 
felf fpent a third part of the day:in the great 


mofque ; and Elmenour would willingly have 


remained there day and night to watch in- 
ceflantly for the fake of her fon. 
Every 
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Every thing was in this fituation at the Sy- 
rian court, and nothing had brought any miti- 
gation to their forrow, when the jefter of the 
court, at the very moment when his nofe was 
expofing him to be laughed at in an extraor-. 
dinary manner, fuddenly felt the enormous. 
wart vanifh by which it was disfigured. Every 
one was aftonifhed at the event; and the re-. 
port of it reached the old cheik, who went in-. 
ftantly to the king. ** Sire,” faid he, * one in-- 
ftance of profperity is always followed by: 
others.  Maugraby had truly affićted your: 
eunuch by. disfiguring him in fuch a manner :. 
the malice of this abominable perfon muśt ne= 
ceflarily be perfevering, but one of 1t$ effects. 
has now ceafed, and I prefage tne complete: 
deftruction of his power. Let us go to the: 
mofque to return thanks. | 

In a month after this. Habed-1!-Kalib receiv=. 
ed a letter from his fon. Four thoufand horfe-. 
men were inftantly ordered to go to meet the 
prince Habed-il-Rouman. The weeds of 


= 


mourning were laid afide in the palace, and. i 


in the city ; Elmenour was tranfported with 
joy; her father, the ancient vizier, wifhed to. 
take the command of the detachment: of the 
guard; and the old cheik prepared to accom- 
pany him, riding at his eafe upon. a camel. 
"The new. efcort which was fent to thie Prince. 
of Syria was aftonifhed at the good order In; 
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which they faw his little troop arrive. The 
Prince himfelf, mounted on a beautiful horfe,. 
rode before, and made himfelf be diftinguifh- 
ed from the reft. He came to throw himfelf 
into the arms of his grandfather and his gover-. 
nor, and they all fet out together to the ca- 
pital. 

"The people left it in crowds to meet the 
heir apparent, and marched before him. 
«ttering exchimations of joy, and  ftrew- 
ing with flowers the road which conducted. 
him to the palace. On his arrival there, he 
was received by Habed-il-Kalib and Elmen-. 
our, as the fole objećt of their affećlion, who- 
had been reftored to them by a particular 
favour from Heaven. A mutual flood of tears. 
of joy and afłećtion was poured forth. 


Habed-il-Rouman found an opportunity of - 


perfuading his mother to fend the chief eu- 


nuch with a letter to meet the Princefs of. 


Egypt, and befought her to receive her into. 
her own apartment, and. to treat her as the, 
perfon to whom, next to God and Mahomet, , 
he owed his deliverance. Having cutered: 
the palace, he related, in the prefence of the: 
vizier and the cheik, his own hiftory and: 
that of the engaging Sz/łer of the Planets. lhe 
fountain of tears was again opened, which over-. 
filowed by turns from compaflon, fear, and fen- 
Ability. 'Khe arrival of the Princefs was an- 
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nounced ; Elmenour ran to meet her, and im-- 
mediately,condućted her, according to herdefire, 
to the apartment which was deftined for her. 
Szfer of the Planets laid afide her vel for the 
fuft time fince fhe had afflumed it on the 
fummits of Mount Atlas. She had not even. 
allowed herfelf to be feen by the Syrian wo- 
men whom Habed-il- Rouman had appointed 
to attend her ;. for fhe wifhed to avoid even 
the noife which her extraordinary beauty. 
might excite. Elmenour embraced her with. 
affećtion, and remained in: aftonifhment at: 
„her charms.  « Ah!, madam,” faid the 
Princefs, <« beftow no encomiums on what. 
has been the caufe of my ruin. Without this; 
fatal gift I fhould have continued in fubjećtion 
to my father,. refpećted and virtuous. I fhould: 
have been the daughter of a king, and deftined: 
one day to reign myfelf, but now I am theguilty: 
widow of a monfter, devoted for the remainder: 
of my life to f(orrow and repentance, and forc-. 
ed to renounce every thing except prayer and 
retirement.  Favour me, Madam, I befeech: 
you,” continued this inconfolable beauty, « by 
giving me one of your couriers, that I may. 
fend a letter to my father, and implore his for-, 
givenefs. Nothing but the honour of your: 
protećtion could have excited me to fo bold: 
a ftep; and I cannot take it too foon to re-- 
licve my heart from the heavieft of 8 bur-. 
EnS>. 
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„ dens.” Elmenour was greatly affećted ; fhe” 
engaged to do every, thing which the Princefs- 
fhoułd require from her, and even anticipated: 
her wilhes. Relying on this aflurance, the 


Princefs afked permifhon to write immediately - 


to her father. 
Totbe King of Egypt. 


«6 Sire, AA difobedient flave, who is no: 
more worthy to be called your daughter, claims. 
your'compaffion. Her misfortunes having ópen- 
ed her eyes to her duty, fhe has become a Ma- 
hometan. By the fignał protectionof the great 
Prophet, (whofe tomb I beg your permiffion: 
to vifit,) I have been delivered from: the mie 


fortunes which. I had brought upon myfelf. E 


was ravifhed from you, Sire, with my own: 
fatał and criminal'confent, by a'rmagician; the: 
moft' abominable monfter upon. earth, with. 
whom the infamous God: Baał was an accom= 
plice. I have had occafioń to- become ac- 
quainted: with falfe divinities of his. kind, 
with their favourites and: minifters. "The apo 
logy I plead for prefuming to write to you: 
is, that I' could think of no othermethod of put-. 
ting: you on-your guard againft thofe who have: 
ruined. me, and' who wifh likewife to: ruiiu 
you. If the magician whom you. appoint< 
ed for my governefs re-appears, caufe her to be: 
burnt, together with the image of her god. £ 

write. 
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write to you, father, from the court of Syria, 
where I am received with the greateft kind- 
nefs by the King and Queen. There I wait 
your orders ; hefitate not, I befeech you, to get 
an Alcoran ; in this book alone is the truth 
contained ; thofe of your priefts are full of 
impoftures. One line of this book has deliver- 
ed your guilty daughter from a torment of 
which it is impofhble to form any idea. It is 
this, (and would to God you could read it 
with truft and convićtion!) Zóżere is only one 
God, and Mahomet is bis Propket. 

Szer of tbe Planets delivered this letter to 
Elmenour ; the beautiful queen and Habed-il- 
Kalib joined to it their own, and a meflenger 
was difpatched to the King of Egypt. In 
the mean time, every preparation was mak- 
ing at Thedmor for the pilgrimage of the Prin- 
cefsof Egypt. 'Ten thoufand chofen horfemen 
were ordered to accompany her, and Habed-il- 
Rouman, induced by his private devotion, and 
by a fentiment of refpećt, and at the fame time 
of affećtion, for a woman whofe face he had 
never feen, and which he never expected to fee, 
courted the honour of being placed at the head 
of this efcort. 4 

Elmenour was better acquainted with the 
ftate of her fon's heart than he was himfelf; 
and fo many charms did fhe find in the en- 
chanting Sz/fer ofthe Planets, that fhe could not 

| blame. 
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blame his pafhon ; but fhe was afraid her fon 
would not be able to divert the Princefs from 
her refolution of devotmg herfelf to a penitent 
hfe. «Ah! madamy” faid fhe, <« would you 
bury yourfelf alive at the age of twenty-one ? 
Would you deprive the world of its brighteft 
ernament ? Would you rob the King of Egypt, 


who is fo fortunate in having found you again, 


when he fuppofed that you was loft for ever, 
of the fatisfaćtion of feeing you płaced upon a 
throne which you were born to inherit ? You 
pafs too rigorous a judgment on yourfelf. 
Your youth and inexperience, joined to the 
almoft invincible force of the fupernaturał 


means employed for your fedućtion all tend to. 


your juftifńcatiom* << No, madam,” anfwer= 


ed the Princefs, ** though I could believe- 
what you tell me, I would tremble to apptar 


as unworthy in your eyes as I do in my 
own. [I fucked in: with pleafure the poifon 
which was infufed into my heart. I dreaded 
the ferious difpofition of the hufband: whom 
the king my father wifhed me to marry, though 
I knew the excellent choice which he had made 
for the government of his people. In fhort, 
madam, while I delivered myfelf to my ravifher, 
my blood revolted in my veins in behalf of my 
father, and yet I paid no attention to this 
fupernatural warning. I delivered myfelf up to 
magic and a magiciań, difregarding thofe wife 

advices 
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advices which were given me in a dream, and a 
fecret impulfe which led me to diftruft him. 
"The ignorant have a claim to be excufed ; but 
I have none. The ufe I have made of the 
gifts of nature, and the afliftance which 
I received from Heaven, now produce in me 
great fhame and confufion of face. Befides, 
can there be a prince upon earth, poflefied of 
any elevation of foul, who would wifh to ac- 
cept the hand of Maugraby's widow, the wo- 
man who married guilt itfelf?* <*Ah! Ma» 
dam,” faid Elmenour, ** give me that fair 
hand that I may place it on my heart. If all 
men would examine themfelves as you do, 
there would be little to be dreaded from the 
judgment of Heaven.” 

Every thing was in motion at Thedmor for 
the departure of the illuftrious pilgrim. An 
innumerable crowd was to increafe her train ; 
the Syrians who had efcaped from the hands 
of Maugraby, by the powerful aid of Ma- 
homet, accompanied her from duty, and fifty 
thoufand fubjećts of the Syrian King from gra- 
titude to the benefaćtor who had reftored to 
them their amiable Prince. 'The report 
which was fpread in the neighbouring coun- 
tries concerning the beautiful Princefs, and 
the fecurity of an efcort, commanded by 
the only fon of a powerful King, prefented an 

CX- 
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excellent opportunity to devout Muffulmen, 
and attraćted pilgrims from all quarters. But 
there arrived one of much greater importance, 
namely, the King of Egypt himfelf. This 
fovereign, ever fince the carrying away of his 
daughter, an event which to him had ap- 
peared inconceivable, was overwhelmed with 
diftrefs at the lofs of a child who was fo dear 
to him. He had confulted the priefts of the 
idol, and they had in vain affured him that 


nothing could be more fortunate for him, fince . 


he ought to confider his daughter as fallen into 
the power of the God himfelf, and admitted 
to all the honour and felicity which his favour- 
ites enjoyed. An inward feeling made him 
rejeQj this perfuafion ; and this difpofition of 
foul was continually kept alive by dreams. 

lt may eafily be imagined what effećt his 
daughter's letter-.produced upon this monarch. 
The firft emotion which he felt at finding her 
again was thatof joy; but fhe confefled her- 
felf guilty; fhe had been carried away by a 
ravifher, and Baal had been his accomplice ; 
and being betrayed by her governefs, fhe had 
fallen into a dreadful calamity from which fhe 
had been delivered by.a fingle line of the Alco- 
ran. This line he read again and again; «all 
Afia;*2 faid he, < is fubjećted to the religion 
of Mahomet, which declares that there is on- 


ly one God.  Daalmuft be only a creature 
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of the imagination, ——W hat do I fay? a crea« 
ture of the imagination participates not in 


. <times. Thefe refleltions threw him into a: 


ftrange perpl=xity, after reading the letter, he 
pafled on to the difpatches which he received 
from the Syrian king and queen, who congra- 
tulated- thiemfelves in having been able to pre- 
ferve a treafure of beauty, knowledge, pru- 
dence, and virtue. This treafure was the 
charming Sz/er of tbe Planets : (he was his 
daughter for whom an efcort was preparing 
worthy of her birth and rank: the monarch 
was afraid to indulge his own ideas. One re- 
fource, however, remained to him, to inter- 
rogate the meflenger who had brought him 
the letter. From hin he learned that the 
Ptincefs had arrived in Syria, having been de- 
lvered by the grace of God and his Prophet, 
together with Hlabed-il-Rouman and three 
thoufand Syrians, from the prifons in which 
they had been confined by a magician called 
Maugraby,- who was the flave and favourite of 
all the”demons in hell. "[he fovereign was 
fo anxious and uneafy that he could ftay no lon- 
ger ai. Maffer; he called his nephew who was 
deftined to fucceed him, and who then per- 
formed the functions of the grand vizier; the 
king had married him to one of his relations, 
and gave him the fulleft confidence. He com- 


municated to him all thefe accounts, and the 
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defign which he had formed of going directly 
to Syria. Preparations were foon made, and 
the journey was undertaken with the greateft 
difpatch. | 

Szfłer of the Planets, inftead of receiving an 
aniwer to her letter, beheld the King, her fa- 
ther, arrive in perfon ; and their afiećting in- 
terview was witnefied by the King and Qneen 
of Syria. "The guilty fair one had much lefs 
 difhculty in finding favour with her father 
than with herfelf. He embraced her with 
tranfports of aftećlion, and concluded with im- 
puting all her faults to himfelf. He defired 
with the greateft eagernefs to fee Habed:il- 
Rouman, to whom his daughter was under 
io many obligations.  Sifłer of the Planet: ap- 
peared before the young prince for the firft time, 
without her veil. As he entered, fhe caft down 
her eyes; and the blufhes which were diffufed 
over the faces of them both, fhewed that though 


their lips had not revealed their inward fenti- - 


ments, yet their hearts had for a long time un- 

derftood one another. 
The King of Egypt loaded the young Prince 
with carefłes, and completed the joy of his 
charming daughter by announcing himfelf as 
a follower of the caravan which was about to 
iet out for Mecca. The pilgrimage to Mecca 
js a very ferious aćt, and many kinds of virtues 
are attached to it. "The beautiful Princefs of 
Egypt 





Egypt was there cured of her exceflive fcru- 


 ples concerning a new engagement, and fhe 


determined to liften to the vows of Habed, her 
companion in devotion. She no doubt aćted 
very properly, for fhe had had fuflicient time 


to become acquainted with the pz/grzm. 


"END OF THE FOURTH AND LAST YOLUME. 


